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COMMUNICATIONS

HOLFORD HALL

By A. Wolfgang

/TA HE two views here reproduced are from photo- 
-L graphs taken in 1883 by the late K. M. Bean. 

They show the wing which had to be demolished 
the next year owing to neglect and decay. The 
following account is taken from a letter of Mr. G. H. 
Rowbotham of Manchester, written to the late J. P. 
Earwaker on 24th August 1892 : 

The more I see of Philips' etchings of "Lancashire and 
Cheshire Old Halls," the less I like them. Mr. P. was a most 
careless draughtsman, and apparently far more anxious to make 
a pretty picture than to secure an accurate drawing. As an 
example compare his plate of Holford with a good sketch or 
photograph from the same point of view, and note the dis 
crepancies.

And now as to the present condition of the Hall. You are 
aware that very considerable changes have taken place within 
the last ten years. Eight or nine years ago (<r. 1884?) I could 
not learn the exact date, though I know the structure was intact 
in May 1883 the wing marked B was completely wiped out 
with the exception of the stone base. This destroyed wing is 
the subject of Philips' view, and on this account it is the more 
to be regretted that his work is so faulty. The shaded portion 
on plan has been rebuilt in plain brick.

The section marked A still stands in rather shaky condition, 
and presents few features of interest. It is now a quite modern 
thing internally; not a scrap of old glass, carving, or furniture 
could I see or hear of. Externally the two gables, C and D, and 
the facade from which they spring, seem to me later and of 
somewhat better design than the lost wing, though I doubt if 
anything now standing is earlier than A.D. 1600.
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Four small carvings adorn this front. These include a quaint 
nude male figure, a lion, a grotesque head bearing initials T P> 
and a nondescript beast. With these exceptions there is a lack 
of ornament, and indeed of originality, in the design, which is 
somewhat surprising in a house of this size. No date or initial 
(except the above) is anywhere now to be seen.

The moat is still plainly traceable on three sides of the Hall. 
It is now quite dry, and full of flourishing fruit trees. The

quaint bridge, shorn of some of its ornamental features, still 
stands firm, the most picturesque feature of the place. Around 
the semi-circular recesses run stone seats still in good condition. 
I have a sketch of the back of the north wing, which I made in 
May 1883.

I noticed when passing the old Hall this summer 
(1914) that, owing to the fumes of the large chemical 
works now adjoining, the building had become almost 
unrecognisable, being apparently bleached white.

The Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd series, x. 2142, &c., con 
tained an article on Holford Hall, with an illustra 
tion showing the old part of the Hall now remaining, 
and the bridge. In our Transactions for 1907 (New 
Series, xxiii. 161) is an article with two illustrations 
of the old Hall and moat.
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