


THE CHURCH OF ST. MICHAEL-ON- 
WYRE IN AMOUNDERNESS

By F. H. Cheetham.

Read 27th November 1913.

HP HE history of the parish of St. Michael-on- 
J- Wyre was written over twenty years ago by 

Lieut.-Colonel Henry Fishwick, F.S.A., 1 who has 
devoted three of his chapters to ecclesiastical matters. 
The whole of Chapter III is devoted to the parish 
church of St. Michael, Chapter IV to the chapel at 
Woodplumpton, and Chapter V to the rectors and 
vicars of the parish. There is therefore no need 
in the present paper to go over ground so well 
covered. My object is rather to supplement the 
account of the building therein given by a rather 
more detailed description.

The ancient parish of St. Michael-on-Wyre is 
one of seven comprised in the Hundred of Amoun- 
derness, in which it occupies a central position 
between Garstang on the north and Kirkham and 
Preston on the south. The area is 18,888 acres, 
and is the third largest in extent, being exceeded 
only by Kirkham and Garstang, and its shape is 
very irregular, in outline being (on a small scale) 
not unlike that of the county of Oxford with the 
greatest length from north-west to south-east. It 
is divided into the six townships of Upper Raw- 
cliffe with Tarnacre, Out Rawcliffe, Great Eccleston, 

1 Chetham Society, new series, vol. xxv. (1891).



182 The Church of

Elswick, Inskip with Sowerby, and Woodplumpton, 
and is cut into two unequal parts by the river 
Wyre. The whole of Out Rawcliffe and about 
two-thirds of Upper Rawcliffe with Tarnacre lie 
to the north of the river, the rest of the parish 
being on the south side. The land is flat and
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« « « O i i J^^

entirely agricultural. The population of the ecclesi 
astical parish in 1911 was 563.

The London and North-Western Railway Com 
pany's main line cuts across the extreme south-east 
corner of the parish, but with this exception there 
is no railway line within its boundary. The railway 
station nearest to the village of St. Michael's is 
Brock, distant by road just over four miles, and 
seven miles to the north of Preston.
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The church lies in the township of Upper Raw- 
cliffe, close to the south bank of the Wyre, where 
the river is crossed by a stone bridge of two arches, 
rebuilt in ISO3. 1 It consists of chancel and nave 
with continuous south aisle, short north aisle and 
north chapel, south porch and west tower. There 
is also a modern vestry on the north side of the 
chancel. The east end of the south aisle probably 
represents the chantry of the Blessed Virgin, and 
the north chapel was formerly the chantry of St. 
Katherine, but is now usually known as the Butler 
Chapel. In Domesday Book three churches only are 
mentioned in Amounderness, of which St. Michael's 
is one. 2 Earl Tostig, younger brother of King 
Harold, in 1066 held " Michelescherche " assessed 
as one carucate, and the church was probably in his 
gift as Lord of Amounderness. The date of its 
foundation is unknown. Amounderness was given 
by John, Count of Mortain, to Theobald Walter 
some time between 1190 and 1193, an^ ne > between 
1193 and 1196, gave the advowson of St. Michael's 
to the Cistercian Abbey of Wyresdale, an offshoot 
of Furness, subject to the appointment of a vicar. 
Wyresdale Abbey, then recently founded, was re 
moved before 1204 to Wotheney, Ireland, in the 
present county of Limerick, and the gift of the 
church appears to have lapsed, for the king was 
patron in 1204. From that point the advowson 
remained with the honour of Lancaster till 1409, 
when Henry IV gave it to the newly founded 
chantry or college of St. Mary Magdalen at Battle 
field, near Shrewsbury.3 A vicarage was subse 
quently ordained.

The after history of the rectory and advowson is
1 The old bridge seems to have been built or repaired in 1669. 

See Fish wick, op. cit., note on p. 68.
2 The others are Kirkham and Preston, or ?oulton-le-Fykle.

V.C.H. Lanes., vii. 263, from which the above particulars are 
taken. For Wyresdale Abbey, see ibid., ii. 131.
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given in Colonel Fishwick's History, pp. 45-53, 
and need not be repeated here.

The church of St. Michael gives its name to the 
parish, and was no doubt originally built in an 
isolated position, the village afterwards growing up 
around it. The site is worthy of note in relation 
to the large parish which it served, and also to the 
neighbouring church of St. Helen, Garstang. The 
buildings are less than two miles apart, Garstang 
church standing farther up the river on the north 
bank, their relative positions being not unlike those 
of Croston and Eccleston in Leyland. St. Michael's 
stands at nearly mid distance between the extreme 
north-west and south-east boundaries of the parish, 
from which it is distant respectively five and six 
miles, but Garstang church is close to the southern 
boundary of that parish and seven miles distant 
from its north-west and north-east extremities.

THE FABRIC.

Architecturally, St. Michael's has not very much 
to offer, and the dating of the various parts of the 
building must be to a very large extent conjectural. 
Thomas Rickman, writing about eighty years ago, 
remarked that " over Lancashire and the adjacent 
parts of Yorkshire there prevailed a very rough 
mode of executing the details of the different styles, 
and this is particularly the case with respect to the 
Perpendicular examples in this county [Lancashire], 
many of which are very late and very poor." 1 
Generally speaking, the work at St. Michael's is 
"very late and very poor," though there are por 
tions of the building which I believe are consider 
ably older than the fifteenth century, when the 
fabric seems largely to have been reconstructed,

1 Rickman, Attempt to discriminate the Styles of Architecture in 
England, 4th edition (1835), p. 188.
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and which probably go back to the thirteenth cen 
tury. These consist of part of the walling on the 
north side of the chancel, including a flat buttress, 
and some masonry at the north-west angle of the 
south aisle adjoining the tower, where there is a 
small built-up lancet window. The masonry in 
both these cases is of red sandstone, and differs 
from that of the remainder of the church. The 
east wall of the chancel is also of red sandstone, 
but here it is in large dressed blocks, and is of 
considerably later date. With this exception, the 
walling is generally of rubble with yellow sandstone 
dressings. The chancel and nave arcades, together 
with the remaining portion of the north aisle, are 
probably of early fifteenth-century date, or may 
go back even as far as c. 1390. The chapel of 
St. Katharine is late fifteenth century, and the 
arcade south of the chancel and the south aisle 
sixteenth century. The tower, as now standing, 
was rebuilt or recased with ashlar in 1611, and 
the porch is of the same date. These statements 
as to the date of the building perhaps require some 
qualification and explanation and may not be uni 
versally accepted. Failing documentary evidence, 
however, I put forward the following reading of the 
building, offering it as at least a reasonable inter 
pretation. The shading on the accompanying plan 
must be taken more as conjectural than authorita 
tive, and differs from that put forward in another 
place.1

Assuming the chancel buttress and the built-up 
west window to be of the period named, it follows 
that the thirteenth-century fabric was of about the 
same length as the present building, but not enough 
of it remains to indicate the nature of its plan. No 
fragments of older masonry exist, or, as far as I

1 Vict. Hist. Lanes., vii. 262.
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am aware, have been found, 1 and there is likewise 
a complete absence of architectural evidence suffi 
cient to enable one to link up the present building 
with that of the thirteenth century. The develop 
ment of the plan between the thirteenth and fifteenth 
centuries cannot, I think, be established, but the 
building at the latter date probably consisted of a 
chancel, nave with north and south aisles, and west 
tower. The diagonal buttresses of the chancel 
indicate that originally the chancel stood free on 
either side, and that it had been rebuilt towards the 
end of the fourteenth or at the beginning of the 
fifteenth century, when apparently the whole church 
was reconstructed, the tower perhaps being then 
added. The aisles would be of equal width (8 feet), 
with north and south doorways, and probably there 
was a chancel arch. The next change in the plan 
was the addition of the north chapel. The exact date 
of the foundation of the two chantries is not known, 
but John Butler, of Rawcliffe, the founder of that 
dedicated to St. Katharine, died 28th April 1533. 
In his will, dated 3rd December 1528, made when he 
was " not over forty years of age," he mentions the 
appropriation of the chantry to the altar of St. 
Katharine, "which chantry and service is not yet 
fully finished according to the foundations of the 
said chantry." 2 An altar dedicated to St. Katharine 
therefore existed before the chantry. Alice Butler, 
in her will, dated 2Oth November 1504, bequeathed 
" her body to be buried in St. Katharine's aisle where 
her husband lay," 3 and Colonel Fishwick surmises  
and it is not at all unlikely that the dedication of 
the altar to St. Katharine was in compliment to 
Katharine, second wife of Nicholas Butler. She

1 Of four fragments in the village museum, taken from the north 
wall of the chancel, three are late Perpendicular work. The fourth 
may be of thirteenth-century date.

2 Fishwick, St. Michaets-on-Wyre, p. 54. 
." Ibid.,?. 55.
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was born Booth of Barton, and was living in 1461. 
I think that the existing Butler Chapel must date 
from the end of the fifteenth century, probably about 
1480. Its architectural detail is rather better than 
that of any other part of the building, the window 
tracery being quite good Perpendicular work. But 
if this is so, the chapel as now existing preceded the 
foundation of the chantry. It was built out north 
wards from the north aisle, which retains its original 
width at the west end, without disturbing the nave 
arcade.

In the early sixteenth century, perhaps about 
1520-25, the chapel of the Blessed Virgin was built 
on the south side of the chancel, from which it was 
separated by two arches of wider span than those 
of the nave arcade, and the south aisle was increased 
to the width of the new chapel, its outer wall being 
entirely rebuilt. The chancel arch probably was 
taken down at this time, the nave and chancel 
being placed under one continuous roof.

In the will of John Singleton proved in 1549, the 
testator gives 40^. " towards the church and building 
of the steeple of St. Michael's," * and 105-. " towards 
the bells." Whether this refers to a complete re 
building or to a permanent fabric fund cannot be 
stated, though the probability is that the latter is 
implied. The present tower bears the date 1611 
on the parapet, together with the arms and initials 
of Henry Butler.2 The whole of its facing is of 
this date, and if the tower was not then entirely 
rebuilt it was certainly recased. The porch was 
also built, or rebuilt, in the same year, as the date 
on the gable shows. With the exception of the 
vestry at the east end of the north wall of the

1 Fishwick, op. cit., 62. The word " building" may be merely a 
translation of fabrica, which is the common word, not for the fabric 
itself, but for the permanent fabric fund.

2 He died 24th February 1619. See p. 200.
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chancel, which is a modern addition (before 1825), the 
plan of the church then assumed its present shape.

SEVENTEENTH AND EIGHTEENTH CENTURIES.

Of the fabric during the seventeenth century we 
know very little, but four dated panels taken from 
the old seating discarded in 1854, and still pre 
served in the church, show that some furniture was 
introduced in the years 1663, 1668, 1679, and 1693. 
The second bell is dated 1663, and a clock was put 
into the tower in 1671. All this indicates some 
revival in church life after the Restoration. In 
1683, the custom having become too common, an 
extra charge was made for interment within the 
church, it being ordered that " no corpse be buried 
inside the church except on payment of izd. except 
a woman dying in child-bed, which shall be free as 
is usual in other parishes." 1

In the eighteenth century the interior of the 
building underwent a good deal of change, as was 
customary at that period, and retained its Georgian 
or churchwarden appearance more or less down to 
1854. The Parish Book during this period con 
tains many entries dealing with the fabric, all of 
interest, some of which, though concerned with 
small matters, I make no apology for quoting. The 
record of church life in a country parish during the 
eighteenth century as preserved in parish books has 
always a human, if not a strictly antiquarian or 
historic interest.

Every year a certain number of church leys  
usually three or four, but towards the end of the 
century often seven, eight, or nine " after the rate 
of i id. per pound " are ordered to be collected and 
gathered within the parish " for the repairing of

1 Fishwick, op. tit., 64. The fee however was raised to 6s. 8</. 
in 1792.
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the church and other necessarie belonging to the 
same." There were four leys in each of the years 
1730-33, and three each in the years 1734-36, but 
on August 25, 1736, an extra ley of nd. was 
ordered to be collected. This was for a new beam 
and two principals between the church and chancel, 
which were to be erected at the joint cost of the 
parish and Alien Johnson, Esq., the owner of the 
chancel. During the next six years the number of 
church leys levied is respectively six, three, three, 
two, four, and six, the number then for several years 
being two and three. In 1753 and 1754 there were 
four, and in 1755 and 1756 six each.

In 1757 the tower was pointed, the interior of 
the church whitewashed, and the south aisle rough 
casted outside. The agreement for this work is 
thus set out:

April 12, 1757. John Bickerstaffe then agreed with the Vicar, 
Gentlemen, and Churchwardens of the Parish of St. Michael's to 
point the steeple of the Parish Church with good Mortar, to 
whitewash the whole inside of the s'd parish Church as far as the 
Repairs of the s'd Church are chargeable to the Parish in general, 
and to roughcast the outside ends of the South aisle of the s'd 
Church in a good and masterly manner to the liking and appro 
bation of the s'd Gentlemen, and to provide all necessaries and 
materials for the s'd work at his own proper cost and expense in 
consideration whereof the s'd Gentlemen of the Parish agree to pay 
to the s'd John Bickerstaffe at Easter next the sum of Ten Pounds.

And in a later hand is added : 

March 28, 1758. Paid to John Bickerstaffe in full £10.

From 1757 to 1772 three church leys at \id. in 
the pound were levied yearly, and from 1773 to 
1790 they varied from four to three, with two only 
in 1775 and 1784. In the year 1770 the sum of 
.£4, 145. *&d. was paid to one Fletcher for "laying 
flags and mending slates and flags in the church," 
but very few items of expenditure are given in the 
accounts before 1773. In that year a more detailed
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list of payments occurs and is afterwards continued, 
but there are comparatively few items connected 
with the fabric. The following occur in 1773 :

To Sanding the Church Yard . . .010
To Leading Brick 5.5-. To 3 Bosses 4-6 .096
To the Glazier . . . . . . o 3 10
To laying the Platt . . . . .036

Between 1791 and 1795 seven church leys were 
collected yearly, in 1796 six, in 1797-9 e'gnt> and 
in 1800 nine. In 1781 are the entries :

Carpenter's Bill . . , . . .1114
Glazier's Bill . . . . . .046
Smith's Bill . . . . . -055

and in 1792 William Brackel was paid i6s. for a 
ventilator.

An entry in the Parish Book relating to the erec 
tion of pews in the south aisle may be given in full:

In the year 1793 six pews were built at the West end of the 
South aisle of the Parish Church of St. Michael's at the Parish 
expense by the direction of the Vicar and Vestry. The seat at 
the South-West Corner was appropriated, after their erection, for 
the use of the Vicar of St. Michael for the time being ; the next 
adjoining to it on the same side was sold by the Vicar and 
Vestry to James Gornall, Taylor, of Inskip for the sum of 7 
guineas for the use of him and his Heirs and Assigns for ever; 
the next adjoining to James Gornall and contiguous to the great- 
door was sold to Richard Miller for the sum of 7 guineas for the 
use of him and his Heirs and Assigns for ever; the seat im 
mediately opposite in the same aisle to James Gornall's was sold 
to James Lewtas, Yeoman, of Out Rawcliffe for the sum of 
^7, ijs. 6d. for the use of him and his Heirs and Assigns for 
ever; the next to James Lewtas on the East side was given to 
Thomas Hornby and other claimants, joint possessors of an old 
seat which stood on the former ground where the New Seats 
have been built in lieu of the Old Seat which was taken away. 

As witness our hands this 22nd day of April in the year 1794. 
THOMAS KNOWLES. HUGH HORNBY, 
WILLIAM WHITEHEAD. Vicar.

Three years later (April 18, 1797), "The North- 
West pew of the new erected ones in the South 
Aisle was sold to James Bains of St. Michael's for 
the sum of ^3, i$s. 6d. by the Vicar and Vestry."
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In 1797 the Butler Chapel was repaired by John 
France, Esq., of Rawcliffe Hall, who enclosed it at 
the west end by a wooden screen in the Gothic 
style of the day, said to have come from Lancaster, 
and built a fireplace in the north-east corner, turn 
ing the erstwhile chantry into a comfortable room for 
himself and family. The lower parts of the windows 
were bricked up and a boarded floor inserted.

A gallery was erected at the west end of the 
church in 1800, at a cost of .£27, gs. 8d. It con 
tained three pews, which were sold at £S, los. each, 
and probably the new " finger and barrel organ" 
which had been purchased the previous year. J 
The Gallery Account is thus set out under date 
April 15, 1800 :

William Harrison to Church Gallery.
Disbursements. Cr.

By Will'm Kilshaw for building the Gallery 27 9 8 
By a Curtain for the Organ . .044 
By Henry Carter for playing organ . 0106 
By Tho's Jackson for do. do. . 0106 
By Mr. Jones's Dinner for do. do. .060 
By Mr. Davies for repairing Organ . 220 
By a Stove ^2, 105. Carriage for Stove, 35. 2 13 o 
By Stove Pipes from Lancaster . . . 1139 
By Robt, Catteral for setting up Stove, etc. 104

36 io i 
Dr.

To Lan'ce Cornal for the south end pew of
the said Gallery . . . . . 8 io o 

To Henry Baines for the centre pew of the
said do. . . . . . .8100

To John Miller for the north end pew of
the said do. . . . . .8100

To Ellen Harrison for the pew under the
north end of the said Gallery . . 14 14 o

40 4 o 
36 10 i

3 1
1 For the organ, see p. 205.
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Under the same date (April 15, 1800), it is re 
corded : 

The centre pew of the new erected Gallery in the west end of 
the church was sold to Henry Baines of Myerscough for the sum 
of £8, T-os. by the Vicar and Vestry. The seat under the north 
end of the said Gallery where the Christening Pew formerly stood 
was sold to Ellen Harrison of St. Michael's for the sum of 
^14, 14^. by the Vicar and Vestry as far as we legally can.1

THE EARLY NINETEENTH CENTURY.
The "churchwarden era" at St. Michael's as far 

as the fabric is concerned extended over the first 
half of the nineteenth century, and may be said to 
have terminated with the restoration of 1854. The 
Parish Book, however, is silent as to any internal 
alterations during the first three decades, 2 but be 
tween 1830 and 1836 there are several entries of 
interest. From 1800 to 1807 the number of church 
leys collected each year was nine, in 1808 ten, 
in 1809 and 1810 twenty (producing ^"136), in 1811 
and 1812 twelve, in 1813 twenty-four (^165), in 
1814 and 1815 twelve, in 1816 eight, in 1817 ten, 
in 1818 eighteen, in 1819 ten, in 1820 nine, in 1821 
and 1822 twenty, in 1823 and 1824 fourteen, in 
1825-27 eighteen, in 1828 twelve, in 1829 four 
teen, in 1830 and 1831 twelve, in 1832 sixteen, in 
1833 fourteen, in 1834 thirty-eight, in 1835 twelve, 
in 1836 thirteen, and in 1837 (which is the last in 
the book) ten.

On November 5, 1831, it was resolved unani 
mously :

That a hearse shall be ordered for the use of the Parish and 
a building made to place it in, and also that the Vicar be 
requested to procure an estimate of the expenses.

The hearse house stands just outside the church 
yard to the south-west of the church adjoining some 
farm buildings. It is no longer used for its original

1 The words in italics are an addition.
2 A rainwater head at the south-east angle of the chancel is dated 

1809, and three others to the south aisle 1811.
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purpose. The parish hearse being quite worn out 
and out of date, it was decided by the vestry a few 
years ago to get rid of it and not buy another. The 
hearse house has since been used as a store for 
bicycles, &c., by parishioners and visitors attending 
divine service.

In 1834 the church was limewashed inside and 
out, the roof repaired and a ceiling erected, to meet 
the extra cost of which it was necessary to levy 
thirty-eight leys. The nature of the repairs is set 
out under date Easter Tuesday, 1834 :

The roof of the church being out of repair it is ordered that 
the same be surveyed and estimates procured for taking off and 
relaying the slates, pointing them, & ceiling under, & that the 
work be done in the course of the summer by contract under the 
direction of the churchwardens & that the Vicar be requested to 
superintend the same.

That the communion rails, the pulpit, the Vicar's pew & 
the Vestry door be painted & grained oak, after the roof & 
valley gutters have been repaired & that the walls be limewashed 
inside and out. That the two cross beams against the oratory 
[Butler Chapel] be removed if Mr. Ladyman be of opinion that 
same may be done without injury.

With the exception of the painting of the com 
munion rails, &c., all this work was done during 
the summer, and was examined and approved on 
November 5, 1834. 1

1 The accounts for the year 1834-35 show the following items for 
repairs, presumably those to the roof, but no particulars are given :

Rich'd Butler's Bill for wood carpenter's
work, &c. . . . . . . 24 10 o

Blacksmith's do. . . . . .   i 3 3
Jno. Topham's do. for carting and sundries 608 
Repairing & cleaning churchyard drain 
Waterhouse's bill . 
Lewtas' bill ....
Varley's do. ....
Seed's bill for slates, lime & coal 
Other bills paid by Jno. Topham 
Iron tops, etc. for vestry chimney __ __

£180 5 3^

November 5, 1835. "The washing of the walls with limewash, 
which had been ordered, being reported to have been done, the same 
was inspected and approved. The state of the walls & roof was also 
reported to be satisfactory."

N.

	4 o
45 6 i
27 4 6i
40 o o
20 8 5
14 6 4

i i 6
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On the same day

it was ordered that two pews be erected in the south aisle 
opposite the chancel door, the expense to be paid out of the 
rents of the Terleway Estate. The pews to be let by the 
churchwardens to resident inhabitants of the parish and the rents 
to be applied to the use of the church.

This was done, and on Easter Tuesday, April
25.

the two pews ordered to be erected, as well as one taken off the 
Christening Pew, were seen and approved.

In the winter of 1835-36 alterations were made 
at the "north-west angle" of the church, presum 
ably at the west end of the north aisle in what is 
now the baptistery. The christening pew was 
situated here, and already it had been curtailed, 
but I do not quite understand what is meant by 
the removal of " the walls enclosing a portion of 
the church " at this corner. Evidently the building 
was pulled about a good deal here at this time 
and since. The entry in the Parish Book under 
date November 5, 1835, is as follows :

It was ordered that the walls enclosing a portion of the 
Church at the north-west angle be removed and that the space 
be fitted up for accommodation of the children attending the 
Sunday School by the Churchwardens under the direction of the 
Vicar.

This was done before the Easter Vestry meeting 
(April 5, 1836), when "the alteration ordered in the 
north-west angle of the church for the accommoda 
tion of the children attending the Sunday School 
was examined and approved."

The last entry in the Parish Book relating to the 
structure is under date November 5, 1836, when 
the communion rails, pulpit, and vicar's pew were 
again ordered to be grained. The book ends with 
the Easter Vestry meeting of 1839.

In Baines' History of Lancashire, 1836, the tower
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is described as cemented with white plaster " like 
the great part of the church." 1

A new clock was put in the tower in 1850, and 
two years later the baptistery at the west end of 
the north aisle was restored by the surviving children 
of John and Susannah Swainson of Preston, who 
erected a memorial in the shape of a Gothic wall 
arcade to members of the Swainson family. 2 In 
1854 the restoration of the church was taken in 
hand, the old pews being removed and the nave 
and south aisle reseated. " During this restora 
tion," says Colonel Fishwick, "on some of the 
arches and columns in the nave being cleared of 
the successive coats of whitewash which covered 
them, there were discovered beneath several mural 
paintings and texts of scripture printed (sic) in 
large letters one of the former representing Satan 
running after certain figures supposed to have been 
intended for lost souls." These have now dis 
appeared. The texts of Scripture were probably 
Elizabethan, and more recent than the mural paint 
ings, which they must have partly covered. 3

In 1877 a new organ was erected at the east end 
of the south aisle, the one then removed having 
stood in the middle of the aisle. 4 It had apparently 
been moved there from the west gallery, which was 
taken down in 1854. In 1907 the east window 
was filled with stained glass in memory of William 
and Susan Hornby and Susan their daughter, and 
the arrangement of the sanctuary was altered, the 
door to the vestry being then moved farther to the 
west and a skew passage built across the angle.

1 " The roof is of blue slate, which, with excellent pointing and white 
plastering of the walls, gives the church an air of neatness." Baines' 
Hist, of Lanes., iv. 444.

2 See Appendix, p. 46.
3 Mr. A. Hewitson states that these texts and paintings were "de 

stroyed" when the renovation took place "they were at any rate 
covered up at that period." Our Country Churches and Chapels 
(1872), p. 440. ' Fishwick, op. tit., 67.
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THE PRESENT BUILDING.

The chancel and nave are under one continuous 
roof, which is taken down over the short length of 
north aisle at the west end. The south aisle and 
north chapel have separate gabled roofs, the former 
rising from behind a moulded embattled parapet. 
The porch roof has overhanging eaves. The vestry 
is of brick covered with roughcast. All the roofs 
are covered with blue slates.

The chancel measures internally 33 ft. 6 in. by 
19 ft. 8 in., and has a pointed east window of three 
trefoiled lights with Perpendicular tracery. The 
jambs and mullions are moulded, but there is no 
label, and the east wall, as before stated, is con 
structed of red sandstone blocks without plinth, but 
with diagonal angle buttresses. The gable has a 
plain coping. There were originally two pointed 
windows in the north wall, but the easternmost was 
blocked up when the vestry was built. Its position 
is still clearly distinguishable in the plastered wall, 
and part of the label shows outside above the 
vestry roof. The westernmost window is of two 
lights with tracery, but has been restored. Between 
the windows is the early red sandstone buttress 
already mentioned. It is 2 ft. 6 in. in width and 
has a projection of 10 in., and is of a single stage. 
On the south side the chancel opens to the aisle 
by two pointed arches of two chamfered orders 
springing from octagonal piers 23 in. in diameter, 
with moulded caps 12 in. deep, and from a similar 
respond at the east end. In the usual position 
in the south wall between the respond and the 
east end is a piscina recess with ogee cinquefoiled 
head and chamfered jambs, but the bowl has gone. 
The opening is 12 in. deep, but it is now only 19 in. 
above the floor. In the east wall to the north of
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the window, and 5 ft. 6 in. above the floor, is a 
moulded stone corbel. The walls throughout are 
plastered inside, and the chancel roof is a plain 
boarded one of three bays with king-post principals, 
which cut across the head of the east window. The 
floor is level with that of the nave for half its 
length, there being two steps farther east and a 
third to the altar. All the fittings are modern.

Except for a difference in the construction of the 
roof there is no internal distinction between the 
chancel and nave, the arcade of the south side 
being continuous. The length of the nave is 45 ft. 
6 in., and its width the same as the chancel; the 
total length of the church from the east wall to the 
tower arch is 79 ft. The nave roof, a continuation 
of that of the chancel, is plastered, and consists of 
seven bays, with collared principals, the feet of 
which rest on moulded timbers supported by plain 
stone corbels. There are three modern two-light 
dormer windows on the south side. The arcades 
on either side consist of four pointed arches of two 
chamfered orders, without labels, on octagonal piers, 
20 in. in diameter, with moulded capitals. The 
arches spring at a height of only 5 ft. 6 in. above 
the present floor level, which seems to have been 
raised considerably, the height to the crown of the 
arch being about 10 ft. There is a 4-ft. length 
of walling at the west end of each arcade and the 
responds are similar in detail to the piers. The 
capitals on the north side differ slightly from those 
on the south, and that to the south-west respond 
from either, and all differ from the capitals of the 
two later and wider arches on the south side of the 
chancel. The detail in all cases is poor, and the 
general architectural effect of the interior is dis 
appointing.

The south aisle is 15 ft. 10 in. in width, and 
78 ft. 6 in. long, its east wall being set back
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slightly from that of the chancel. It is lighted on the 
south side by three square-headed windows, each of 
three rounded lights and with labels, and at the east 
and west ends by four-centred windows of three 
lights. The walling is of rubble masonry without 
plinth, but the east gable is of wrought stone, and 
at the west end in the angle of the tower is the 
early built-up lancet to which reference has already 
been made. It is contained in a portion of older 
red sandstone masonry 3 ft. 10 in. on the face pro 
jecting 6 in. in front of the aisle wall, and the 
opening is 2 ft. 9 in. high by 12 in. in width, and 
has chamfered head and jambs, the head being in 
two stones and without label. Externally the aisle 
has six buttresses of two stages, one at each end 
and four to the east of the porch, forming four un 
equal bays, the two easternmost occupied by win 
dows to the chancel portion of the aisle, and the 
third by a priests' doorway with pointed head in 
one stone. The porch is built of wrought stone, 
and measures internally 8 ft. 11 in. by 8 ft. 3 in. 
The outer doorway appears to have been rebuilt, 
and has a segmental hollow chamfered arch. The 
gable is coped and bears the date 1611. The outer 
opening is fitted with wooden gates, and there is a 
wooden seat on either side. The roof is plastered 
between plain collared principals.

The Butler Chapel is 24 ft. 8 in. long by 12 ft. 
9 in. wide, and occupies the two eastern bays in 
the north side of the nave. It is lighted on the north 
side by two segmental-headed windows, each of 
three cinquefoiled lights and trefoil tracery, and at 
the east end by a taller three-light window of 
similar type with Perpendicular tracery. Externally 
there is a moulded plinth and two straight buttresses 
of three stages and a diagonal one at the north-east 
angle, but the straight parapet is modern, and the 
walling is almost entirely covered with ivy. The
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chapel is now seated with modern pews and open to 
the nave on the south side, but bears many signs of 
its eighteenth-century restoration. The floor is 
boarded and raised two steps above that of the rest 
of the church, and a pseudo-Gothic screen remains 
at the west end, separating it from the aisle. It 
bears two painted shields of arms: (i) Gules, a 
quatrefoil or (Roe), impaling Azure, on a chevron 
between three bugles argent stringed gules, as many 
martlets of the field (Whitehead); (2) Argent, on 
a chief gules three lioncels salient or (France), im 
paling Quarterly gules and or in the first and fourth 
a cross moline [error for potent] argent (Crosse of 
Crosse Hall). The plaster ceiling and the fireplace 
introduced in 1797, though built up, still remain, 
and the brick filling in the lower part of the windows 
has not been removed. The chapel contains no 
monuments, though a marble tablet on the north wall 
records the restoration by John France, Esq., of 
Rawcliffe Hall. In the north-west corner, however, 
in a recess formed by the introduction of a cemented 
octagonal pier apparently when the screen was 
erected, is a framed board measuring 21 in. by 17 
in., on which is painted a shield of arms with helm, 
crest, mantling, and motto, " Recte nee Dubie." 
The arms are Quarterly: r. France with Roe on 
a little escutcheon on the field ; ^ 2. Crosse of Crosse 
Hall; 3. Elston ; 4. Whitehead of Claughton ; over 
all an escutcheon of pretence (Rigge).

The doorway of the north aisle has a continuous 
chamfered pointed arch of one order without label, 
and at the west end of the aisle is a modern square- 
headed traceried window of three lights. The aisle 
is 8 ft. 3 in. wide, and the floor of the baptistery is 
raised two steps.

The tower is 46 ft. 6 in. high from the present 
level of the ground to the top of the embattled

1 The Roe coat ought to have been as a quartering.
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parapet, and measures internally 13 ft. either way. 
The plan, however, is far from square, the north 
and south walls not being parallel, and the west and 
south walls forming an obtuse angle. The reason 
of this irregularity in the setting out of the plan I 
am quite unable to explain. The tower has a pro 
jecting newel staircase its full height in the south 
east corner, and diagonal buttresses of five stages

ARMS OF BUTLER on TOWER.

finishing below the belfry at the western angles. 
It is of two unequal stages externally, the upper or 
belfry stage setting back at about two-thirds of the 
total height. The west doorway has a four-centred 
arch of two hollow chamfered orders below a 
moulded label, and the window above is of three 
lights with transom and segmental head. The 
lights are rounded and there is a hooclmould, but 
the detail is poor. The belfry windows consist of 
two rather flat-headed trefoiled lights, without con-
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taining arch or hoodmould, and the embattled para 
pet is moulded all round and has crocketted angle 
pinnacles. The staircase goes up as a turret flush 
with the east face of the tower. On the north-west 
merlon of the parapet facing west is a shield with 
the arms of Henry Butler and his initials and date 
1611. The north and south sides are quite plain 
in the lower stage except for a small square open 
ing high up in the wall. There is no plinth. The 
tower is open to the nave its full width by a tall 
obtusely pointed arch of two chamfered orders. 
There is a clock dial facing east and west.

The font is modern and presumably of the same 
date as the restored baptistery (1852). It is of 
stone with octagonal bowl. A flat wooden cover 
bears the following inscription on the brass fittings:

A token of Deep Love and Affection. To the Glory of God 
in Loving Memory of MARY FISHER. Born Dec. 2gth, 1821. 
Died Trinity Sunday, June i6th, 1889.

The pulpit also is modern and of wood, apparently 
of the same date as the seating. The dated panels 
from the seventeenth-century pews already referred 
to are in the seats of the south aisle, and bear 
various initials as follows :

T-M

IF

R L

IAL

16

167

1666

1668

There are also two of later date :

and J K. 1 77 1
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GLASS.

In the north window of the chancel is a piece of 
heraldic glass (14^ in. by nf in.) bearing the arms 
of the Holland family Azure semee of fleurs-de-lys, 
a lion rampant guardant argent. The shield being 
reversed, the lion, which is vigorously drawn, now 
faces to sinister. The fleurs-de-lys have been

GLASS IN NORTH WINDOW OF CHANCEL.

painted on lozenge-shaped bits of glass and are 
now very indistinct, but can be detected from the 
outside. How the Holland shield, which appears 
to be of fourteenth century date, comes to be in the 
church I do not know.

Another piece of old glass is in one of the windows 
of St. Katherine's Chapel. This is an early six 
teenth century roundel in brown and yellow, 8 in. 
in diameter, apparently one of a series depicting
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the months of the year. The subject is a sheep- 
shearing scene, with architectural background, and 
represents the month June. At the bottom of the 
picture on a scroll is the word JuiTUtS, and close 
by the zodiacal sign of the Crab. The centre of

the picture is occupied by a seated female with 
flowing robe clipping a sheep, which lies across her 
lap. On her left is a man similarly employed, 
while behind her to the right is an older bearded 
man with broad-brimmed hat, apparently a shep 
herd. The two principal figures wear a kind of
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turban, and close to the man is a pile of wool. 
There is no border to this roundel, which is pro 
bably not in its original position, and is most likely 
a piece of domestic glass. It is now in three pieces, 
and has been clumsily repaired in the centre and 
placed in the window inside out. Hence, from 
within, the sheep shearers are now left-handed. 
The glass is probably of Flemish origin (c. 1510- 
20), and may have been brought to St. Michael's by 
one of the Frances in the eighteenth century. 
Baines, 1 writing before 1836, states that in the east 
and north windows of the Butler Chapel " upon 
small circular panes" were "emblematical pictures 
of three of the seasons. Winter [January] was 
represented by a group of figures at meal before a 
large fire; Spring [April] by a youth and bloom ; 
and Summer [June] by sheep-shearing." The two 
former, however, are now no longer in the church.2

The glass of the east window (1907) represents 
our Lord as the Good Shepherd in the middle 
light, with St. Peter (north) and St. John (south) 
on either side. In the top lights are the four arch 
angels, Raphael, Michael, Gabriel, and Uriel.

In the village museum are a number of fragments 
of ancient glass from the old east window. These 
consist of the three upper lights in which the leading 
is retained, and four separate diamond quarries cut 
from fifteenth century tabernacle work. The two 
outer top lights also contain a quantity of fifteenth 
century tabernacle work, four fragments in the south 
light and five in the north, in great confusion and

1 Hist, of Lanes., iv., 446.
2 Fishwick (Hist, of St. Michael's, p. 157), writing of Rawclifife Hall, 

says, "The room now used as the dining-room is said to have been 
the chapel; in it are some coloured windows representing the various 
months of the year." For roundels see Philip Nelson, Ancient 
Painted Glass in England (Methuen, 1913), p. 34; also F. S. Eden, 
Ancient Stained and Painted Glass (Camb. Univ. Press, 1913), pp. 
105-8.



St. Mickael-on- Wyre in Amounderness 205

probably thus put together at a comparatively recent 
time. The lights are made out with modern tinted 
glass. The central light is more interesting. It 
contains part of a heraldic border of middle four 
teenth century date, and may have come from the 
lower light of the window containing the Holland 
arms. Two strips of this border glass gules, lions 
passant guardant or (England) occupy the centre 
of the light, two lions in each portion in small 
squares, between oblong pieces of red glass. The 
colouring is very rich, and the glass is a very good 
example of its kind, worthy of being replaced in 
border form.1

The church is lit by oil lamps. In the chancel 
are two brass standard lamps, each inscribed

To the Glory of God in Loving Memory of John Fisher, died 
May nth, 1896, aged 75 years, for many years churchwarden of 
this Parish. A token of deep love and affection from his 
children.

THE ORGAN.

At the Easter Vestry of 1796 it was decided to 
have an organ, and in order to raise money for this 
purpose it was decided that the profits of the Terle- 
ways Estate (see List of Benefactions, p. 226), after 
deducting the cost of a dinner at Easter and on 
November 5, should accumulate for seven years. 
The decision is thus recorded :

At a meeting of the Vestry of this church held on Easter 
Tuesday, 1796, it was unanimously resolved that the remainder 
of the profits arising from the Estate called Terleways and the 
garden in Upper Rawcliffe after defraying the expense of a 
Dinner and a quart of Ale to each Vestryman, Churchwarden,

1 The fourteenth century glass may have emanated from a York 
atelier. Such border glass was either alternately three lions on red 
and three fleurs de lys on blue, or lions in one light and lys in the 
next. See Nelson, Ancient Painted Glass, 26.
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the Curate of Copp, and the Clerk of St. Michael's, on the 
respective days of Easter Tuesday and 5th November, for 7 years 
ensuing, commencing with the present day March 2gth 1796, 
shall be suffered to accumulate during the above period towards 
purchasing an Organ for the Church of St. Michael and that 
every Stranger introduced on the forementioned days at dinner, 
except it be on the business of the Parish, shall be paid for by 
the person introducing him.

This was done, and from 1796 to 1803 a sum 
of £111, 9.*. 6d. was raised for the organ. In 
1797 the dinners cost £$, i8s., but in 1798 only 
£$, i Ss. From 1799 to 1803 the amount remain 
ing for the organ was £,16, T,S. each year. A sum 
of ,£92, 135. 6d. was also raised by voluntary sub 
scription, bringing up the total to ^204, gs. The 
subscription list is set out in full and includes John 
France, Esq., 10 guineas, Rev. Hugh Hornby, 10 
guineas, six donations of 5 guineas, one of ^5, two 
of 2 guineas, four of i guinea, fifteen of half a 
guinea, one of 55. 6d. t twenty-four of §s., and seven 
teen of 2S. 6d.

The parishioners, however, had not to wait till 
1803 fc>r their organ, for the instrument was bought 
and paid for in 1799. Its nature and cost are set 
out in the following entry :

1799, July 15. Expense of Organ. 
The Parish of St. Michael to James Davis of London, Dr.
To a Finger and Barrel Organ for the Parish Church with the 

following stops . . .£183 15 o
Open Diapason.
Stop.
Principal.
Twelfth.
Fifteenth.
Sesquialtera.
Mixture.

Packing Cases . . . .1200 
Carriage, &c., &c. . . . . 18 12 6

7 6 
1799, Sept. 17. Settled by Cash, James Davis.
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This organ, I take it, was placed in the west 
gallery, which was probably erected at the end of 
1799. The bill for the gallery is dated April 15, 
1800 (p. 191), and includes an organ curtain, and 
two payments of half a guinea each to a Mr. Carter 
and a Mr. Jackson for playing the organ.

THE BELLS.

The tower contains three bells hung in a timber 
framework. The oldest of these, the treble, is 
dated 1458, the second 1663, and the third 1742.

I. The treble bell is of very great interest, and 
has not, as far as I am aware, been previously noted 
correctly. Colonel Fishwick gives its date as 1652, 
and this error has unfortunately been copied into 
the Victoria History of Lancashire partly by my 
own fault. The bell is 27-^ in. in diameter across 
the mouth, 21 in. high, and 15 in. in diameter near 
the shoulder. The circumference at the shoulder 
is 46 in., and at the middle of the waist 52 in. 
It is suspended by metal canons, and hangs on the 
west side of the tower. Round the shoulder, in the 
usual position, is an inscription in black-letter char 
acters in two lines, the beginning of which faces 
north-east. The inscription is set in separate letters 
each on its own patera, the words being separated 
by ornamental stops, and begins with a plain cross. 
It reads as follows :

+ en   lati   m   cccc   z   Unit   fu   fette   I   fconnee   
ceCte   cloquee   par   Catering   Be   ierntrale   0 | 
fcemotfcllc   Bu   nteucfjastcl   z   fcarquentes   c   tie  

(In the year 1458 this bell was made and given 
by Catherine de Bernieules, Lady of Neufchatel 
and of Arquenies (?) and Wicquinghen.)
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On the waist of the bell facing north-west and 
south are two plain circular stamps, one about i \ in. 
and the other -J in. in diameter, possibly worn im 
pressions of coins, and a third just above the rim on 
the north side.

How this bell came to be at St. Michael's-on- 
Wyre it is impossible to say. It may be assumed 
from the inscription that it is a French or Flemish 
bell intended for a church in Picardy, and that it 
found its way to Lancashire at some later period, 
perhaps in the sixteenth century. Berneuilles is a 
village about fourteen miles south-east of Boulogne- 
sur-Mer and six miles north-west of Etaples, to-day 
in the department of Pas-de-Calais. In the fifteenth 
century it was in the Boulonnais, a part of Picardy. 
Neufchatel is eight miles north-west andWicquinghen 
about nine miles east of Berneuilles. Catherine, 
lady of Berneuilles, seems to have been the daughter 
of one Tannequy de Berneuilles, lord of Vaurians- 
en-Brie and of Neufchatel in Picardy, who was killed 
at Agincourt in 1415. She was the wife of Jean de 
Rubenpre, lord of Bievres, and had a daughter, 
Frances de Rubenpre, lady of Berneuilles and of 
Blequies, who married in 1478 Jean VI., sire of 
Crequy, and died in 1503. Their third son, Philip 
de Crequy, had the lordships of Berneuilles, Blequies 
and Wicquinghen, and died in I566. 1

2. The second bell was cast at the foundry of 
John Scott of Wigan in 1663, and bears his mark

, c below the date. Its diameter across the mouth

is 31 in., and it hangs in the middle of the tower. 
The inscription, which is in the usual position round 
the shoulder, is as follows :

v
GOD SAVE THE KING IGW CW RLW TG
WP 1663.

1 Cheneye-Desbois and Badier, Diet, de la Noblesse, under Crequy ; 
Nobiliairc Universe!, vol. xiv., under Morel de Tangry.
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The lettering has been straightened out, but the forms of the letters have been preserved

1TD (OHO)

I;
INSCRIPTION ON SECOND BELL AT ST. MICHAEL-ON-WYRE. BY JOHN SCOTT, WIOAN, 1663.
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The initials I   G are those of the vicar, John 
Greenwood. The letters vary slightly in size, but 
average about f in. in height, and are on sepa 
rate paterae. There are two bells by John Scott 
(1661) at Cartmel Priory Church, and one at Holy 
Trinity Church, Warrington (1647). Some account 
of the bell foundry of John Scott will be found in 
the Transactions of this Society, new series, vol. 
vi., p. 170.

3. The third bell, which hangs at the east side of 
the tower, and is 34 in. in diameter across the 
mouth, was cast by Abel Rudhall of Gloucester in 
1742, as set out in the inscription :

CAST AT GLOUCESTER BY ABEL RUDHALL 1742.

The lettering does not extend quite round the 
shoulder, the inscription being made up by orna 
ment after the date.

The following entry in the Parish Book shows 
how the cost of the third bell was met :

June the i3th 1743. It was then ordered by the Vicar & 
Gentlemen of the Parish of St. Michael's that Six Church Leys 
after the Rate of twelve pence in the pound be forthwith collected 
& gathered within the Parish of St. Michael's to pay for new 
casting the Great Bell & other necessary repairs belonging to 
[the] Church and to be accounted for at Easter as usual.

In 1763 at the Easter Vestry it was agreed with 
the ringersc>

that they should have Ten Shillings each man for ringing every 
Sabath Day at the usual hours and receive their wages every 
Easter Tuesday in full of all other perquisites except which the 
Rejoicing Days.

The "settled allowance for the Ringers" agreed 
upon for Rejoicing Days was as follows : 5th 
November ^3, Christmas Day £2, 29th May £i, 
iith October £i, the King's Birthday £i.

O

i
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The ringers were thirsty souls like others of their 
kind, and on 5th November 1780
it was agreed by the Vicar & the Gentlemen of the Vestry of 
St. Michael's that each Ringer attending the Church shall be 
allowed two tankards of Ale and each Singer one tankard on this 
day, together with each one their dinner.

"Gunpowder Plot" was evidently in those days 
considered the most considerable day of rejoicing in 
the year, but fifty years later ideas of sobriety seem 
to have been gaining ground, for at the Easter 
Vestry of 1834 it was agreed
that the Ringers, Organist, & Singers be allowed 3$. each on the 
5th Nov. instead of their dinner & liquor.

And this improvement in manners was not merely 
forced upon the makers of music by a censorious 
Vestry, but the Vestry limited its own consumption 
of wine on 5th November and Easter Tuesday to 
"one bottle for two persons."

THE PLATE.

The plate is all modern and of little interest. It 
consists of six pieces, but only three are of silver. In 
1552 there were two chalices, and a note, entered 
on the first page of the oldest existing register, 
records the gift in 1671 of a piece of silver plate to 
the church by Thomas Knowles of Sowerby and his 
wife Ann. But this has disappeared. The entry 
is as follows:

MEMORANDUM.

This is to certifie to all Persons that shall succeed the present 
Vicar and Gentlemen of the Parish of St. Michael's upon Wyer 
that Thomas Knowles & Ann his now wife did joyntly and freely 
bestow upon the Church of St. Michael's aforesaid a piece of 
silver plate with this inscription engraved upon it vd§ : "Ex 
dono Thomae Knowles et Annae ejus uxoris de Sowerby," with 
this intent that the said plate shall remain for ever as a proper 
right of the Parish to be employed about the holy Sacrament of

.
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the body & blood of Xt & to noe other uses whatsoever. And 
that the said plate was given by the said persons upon the 
twenty first of Aprill 1671 Witness our hands

THO. ROBINSON, Vicar. 
RICH. RARY \ 
CHRISTOPHER HODGHKINSON I Gentlemen of 
WILLM. HOOLE f the Parish. 
WILLM. JOHNSON J

The existing plate is as follows : (i) and (2) Two 
silver cups of 1792, with the maker's mark IY, each 
engraved with the arms of France (with Roe on a 
small escutcheon on the field) quartering Elston, 
with Rigge, an escutcheon of pretence, crest, and 
motto " Recte nee Dubie." They seem to have 
been the gift of John France of Rawcliffe Hall.
3) A small paten. (4) A large plated paten.
5) A small plated credence paten. (6) A plated 

flagon.
THE REGISTERS.

The earliest existing register book begins in 
1659, and contains entries of Baptisms 1659-1707, 
Marriages 1662-1707, and Burials 1662-1708. It 
contains sixty-one parchment leaves and has been 
rebound in calfskin. It has been transcribed by 
Mr. Henry Brierley of Wigan, and printed by the 
Lancashire Parish Register Society (vol. xxvii., 
1906).

An earlier register has disappeared. In an 
" Easter Book" kept by the Rev. Wm. Cromble- 
holme, vicar, between the years 1730 and 1740 
(he held the living from 1729 to 1765) is this 
entry:

July 2nd 1738, then saw a Register belonging to the Parish of 
St. Michaels comencing from the year 1574 & ending with the 
year 1641 now in the hands of Hugh Tyler. Ita testor W.C.

What has become of this book is not known. 
It "had certainly disappeared by 1833, when the 
Parish Register Abstract was printed." 1

1 Laws. Par. Reg. Soc., vol. xxvii., Preface.
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MISCELLANEOUS.

There were five churchwardens, one each for 
Upper Rawcliffe, Out Rawcliffe, Inskip, Eccleston, 
and Elswick. The Parish Book, from which ex 
tracts have already been given relating to the fabric, 
begins in 1729 and ends in 1839. Generally speak 
ing the accounts are not of very great interest, the 
following being in the form in which they were 
usually presented:

The Church-Wardens of the Parishe's Accounts for the year 
1729 taken by the Vicar & Gentlemen of the Parish the 
3rd day of April 1730.

Upp'r Rawcliffe cu Tarnikar. 
Hugh Tyrer, Church-warden.

His Receipts: for 4 Church Leys and 
what he rec'd from the old Church 
warden . . . . . . 07 13 02^

Rec'd the Rent from Thirllaways Land . 03 10 oo

In all . . . . ii 03 02 
His Disbursem'ts . . . . . 09 01 oo

Remains in his hand . . . 02 02 02

Out Rawcliffe. Thos. Dobson, Church-Warden.
His Receipts: Four Church Leys and 

what he rec'd from the old Church 
warden . . . . . . 08 05 07!

His Disbursements. . . . 07 07 05

Remains in his hands . .0018 02^

Eccleston. William Bamber, Churchwarden. 
His Receipts: Four Church Leys and 

what he rec'd from the old Church 
warden . . . . . . 04 09 08

His disbursem'ts . . . . . 03 14 02 J

Remains in his hands . . oo 15
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Inskip and Sowerby. Henry Lawson, Church 
warden hired to serve for Thos. Eccles. 

His Receipts : Four Church Leys and 
what he rec'd from the old Church 
warden . . . . . 12 04 ooj 

His Disbursm'ts . . . . . 12 10 oi\

Out of Pocket . . . . oo 06 02

Elswick. John Bramwell, Church-warden.
His receipts : Four Church Leys and

what he rec'd from the old C'hwarden 02 12 02 
His Disbursm'ts . . . . . 01 14 09

Remains in his Hands . . oo 17 05

In 1729 it was agreed to allow Cuthbert Bain 
the sum of ^i, 2s. 6d. yearly "for his trouble of 
sweeping the church, attending the clock & whip 
ping the doggs out of the church," but compara 
tively few detailed items of expenditure occur.

In June 1743 the churchwardens borrowed of the 
vicar, the Rev. Wm. Crombleholme, the sum of 
^15 for the use of the parish, which was paid back 
on March 27 following with "interest for nine 
months and a fortnight us. iod."

At the Easter Vestry of 1787 it was "ordered 
and settled " by the churchwardens and gentlemen 
that the sum of three guineas be spent at the 
Vestry meetings on 5th November and Easter 
Monday, apparently in the way of liquid refresh 
ments. The limit of one bottle of wine for two 
persons was not imposed till nearly fifty years 
later.

That a spirit of reform was in the air in the 
"thirties" is evident from the following entry:

April gth, 1833. Ordered: That in lieu of the Dinners to 
the Churchwardens &c. on Sacrament Sundays and of their 
expenses at Preston on the Visitation, thirty-five shillings a year 
be allowed to each, which will include gs. each heretofore 
paid them.
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It was also ordered that the sexton be allowed 
£,$ a year " for all the duties required from him at 
the expense of the Parish provided he discharge 
those duties to the satisfaction of the Vicar & the 
Churchwardens," but the nature of such duties is 
no longer set out.

At the November Vestry in the following year 
(1835) the question of the inequality of the Church 
Rates was raised :

Thos. Robert Wilson France Esq. on behalf of Out Rawcliffe 
and Mr. Thos. Fowler on account of Inskip having stated that 
the Church Rates appeared to be unequal among the several 
Townships within the Parish on comparison with the Valua 
tions for the County Rate under the Vicarial Tithe Composition 
Act. It was ordered that the facts bearing upon the custom on 
which the Assessment at the beginning of this Book is founded 
be investigated and laid before the Vestry at Easter for the 
purpose of determining whether the opinion of Counsel should 
be taken on the legality of making the rate conformable to one 
or other of the forementioned valuations.

Accordingly the matter was looked into, and at 
the Easter Vestry of 1835

Mr. Mossop reported that he had searched for Parish Records 
and that the most ancient record he had been able to find begins 
in the year 1664 and that from that date every rate has been 
laid according to the scale referred to in the resolution of the 
5th of November last and that it seems to have been then 
according to ancient usage.

No further action appears to have been taken. 
It was not only the inequality of the rates which 
was then exercising the people's minds, but the 
very legality of the rate itself. At the same meet 
ing (April 21, 1835) it was reported that Ralph 
Reynolds " refused to pay his rate without a sum 
mons," and a summons was therefore ordered to 
be applied for "without delay to compel the pay 
ment." The peaceful days of Georgian Church- 
manship were over.

Mention has already been made of an Easter
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Book kept by the Rev. W. Crombleholme. There 
are two of these. The first begins in 1730 and 
ends with the year 1740. It is bound in parch 
ment, and is entitled (at the top of the first page) 
" Rotula Paschalis Anno Domi 1730." The second 
comprises the years 1750-1753. Both books 
measure 12-|- in. by 8 in. and contain particulars of 
tithe payments, &c., together with occasional entries 
of a more personal nature. I have not had time, 
however, to examine these books at leisure. The 
older is bound in parchment, but the later one is in 
paper covers, inscribed on the back " Rotula Pas 
chalis A.D. I75O."

THE CHURCHYARD.
The churchyard lies chiefly on the south and 

east sides of the church. On the north it does not 
extend as far as the river, but is enclosed by a low 
fence wall. The entrance is from the road at the 
west end immediately opposite the tower doorway. 
To the south-west of the church are two small 
yew trees, and another to the south of the chancel, 
and further east a baluster sundial erected in 1796. 
The plate, which measures 13!- in. square, is in 
scribed :

Lat. 53° 49' 
The Rev'd Hugh Hornby M.A.

Vicar.
James Bains \ 
James Lewtas I ,-,, , , Rich'd Hornby [Churchwardens
John Croft I7 96 '
John Miller J

John Baines, del't. Ja's Dawson, sculpt.

In the middle is the motto, " Our days upon Earth 
are a Shadow," and at the four corners, " Fugio 
fuge " (north-west), " Respice finem " (north-east), 
" Fugit Hora" (south-east), and " Vive Memor 
Lethi" (south-west).
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Two flat gravestones with good seventeenth cen 
tury lettering may be noted. The first is not far 
from the west entrance, and is inscribed ROBART :
STYEAM : DEPARTED : THIS : WORLD : THE : 31 : DAY :
OF : JANUARY : 1658. The second is to this Robert's 
son-in-law who died less than two months after 
wards and is beneath one of the twin yew trees. 
The inscription reads RICHARD : PARKINSON : SONE :
IN : LAWE : VNTO : ROBART : STYEAM : DEPARTED : THIS :

WORLD : MACH : THE : 23 DAY 1658. The stones 
measure 6 ft. 3 in. by 2 ft. 7 in.

SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY GRAVESTONES IN CHURCHYARD.

To the south-east of the porch are two coped 
body stones with a square portion at the head lying 
side by side, and a third farther west with rounded 
top. There is also another rounded one of similar 
design in a different part of the churchyard to the 
south-west of the tower. The square portions of 
the two first yet show considerable traces of in 
scriptions, but in neither case is decipheration now 
easy. No doubt in all four cases there have been 
inscriptions. Locally these coped stones are known 
as "The Soldiers' Stones." When in 1643 the 
Earl of Derby took possession of the Spanish ship 
which was driven into Wyre water, he allowed the 
crew and soldiers on board to go free, and becom 
ing vagabonds two of these men died and are said
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to have been buried near the yew tree in St. 
Michael's churchyard. As the register of burials 
does not begin till 1662, there is unfortunately no 
confirmation of this "tradition," but it is sufficient 
to account for the local designation of " Soldiers' 
Stones." The stones are all about 9 in. in thick 
ness, but otherwise vary in size. They are appar 
ently of late sixteenth or seventeenth century date, 
but clearly mark the graves of persons of greater 
consequence than "vagabond" foreign soldiers. 
Their dimensions are as follows: i. Total length 
6 ft. 2\ in., head 2 ft. i J in. square ; 2. 6ft. 6|- in., 
head 2 ft. square ; 3. 5 ft. 5 in., head 20 in. by 16 in.; 
4. 5 ft., head 18 in. square. No. 4 is that to the 
south-west of the tower : on its head are the initials 
A. F., apparently cut at a comparatively recent 
date.

In the churchyard are buried the Rev. W. 
Crombleholme, vicar (d. 1765), his wife Ann, 
daughter of Alexander Butler of Kirkland, and 
his son William. The inscription on the tomb 
stone is given by Col. Fishwick (p. 74). The vault 
of the Hornby family contains the remains of 
two of the vicars the Rev. Hugh Hornby, M.A. 
(d. June 1847), and the Rev. William Hornby, 
M.A., Archdeacon of Lancaster (d. December 
1899).

John Singleton in 1549 desired to be buried 
" afore the crosse with in the churche yard of Seynct 
Mychaills upon Wyre." 1 The cross has dis 
appeared, but it probably stood on or near to the 
site of the sundial.

Just outside the churchyard and to the south 
west of the church is the old school-house, built in 
1836. It is now used as a village museum, and 
contains a collection of objects of local and general 
interest brought together by Mr. Hugh P. Hornby.

1 Fishwick, op, cit., 62.
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The mediseval glass has already been mentioned. 
There is also a fifteenth century bone Pax, carved 
with a crucifixion, which was found under the vestry 
floor. This was exhibited to the Society of Anti 
quaries of London, March 26, 1914, and is described 
and illustrated in the Proceedings of the Society 
under that date.

The writer desires to acknowledge with thanks 
the help he has received in the preparation of this 
paper from the Ven. Archdeacon Hornby, M.A., 
vicar of St. Michael's-on-Wyre; Mr. Hugh P. 
Hornby, of St. Michael's-on-Wyre; Mr. J. Paul 
Rylands, F.S.A.; and Dr. Philip Nelson, F.S.A. 
Also to Mr. A. Hamilton Thompson, M.A., F.S.A., 
for reading over the proofs and making suggestions, 
and to Mr. J. A. Waite for the use of his excellent 
photographs of the church.
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APPENDICES

A. MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS

(1) Marble tablet. North wall of Butler Chapel, between 
windows.

THIS ORATORY 
KNOWN, BY ANCIENT RECORDS,

TO HAVE BEEN
BEFORE THE DISSOLUTION

A CHANTRY, DEDICATED TO ST CATHERINE
AND COMPLETELY ENDOWED WITH LANDS

IN THE NEIGHBOURING TOWNSHIPS,
WAS REPAIRED 

BY JOHN ffRANCE ESQR OF RAWCLIFFE HALL
A.D. 1797

BEING AN APPENDAGE 
TO THAT ANCIENT 
MANSION HOUSE

(2) Marble tablet. North wall of nave, over third pier from 
east end.

Sacred to the Memory 
of HENRY HORNBY Esqr late Captain in 
the East India service who departed 
this Life 26th July 1794 aged 54 Years 
& whose remains were deposited near 
this Place in Hopes of a joyful Resurrection

Also near this Place were 
interred the Remains of his late FATHER 
Mr THOMAS HORNBY of S* Michaels who

died 8th March 1785 aged 76 Years 
Likewise Elizabeth Wife and 
Mother to the above who died 
May 14th 1798 aged 84 years.
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(3) Marble tablet. South wall of nave, over third pier from 
east.

To the Memory
of THOMAS WESTBY Esqr of White Hall 

in upper Rawcliffe who died June I4th 1762
Aged 47

And of MARGARET his Wife 
who died Feb? 27 tL, 1806 Aged 82

Whose Children
MARY, died in infancy, July 9th 1759

JOSEPH, died Feby i6 Ul 1769, Aged 16
BRIDGET, died March 3d 1786, Aged 37

ROBERT, died Decr i st 1800, Aged 45
MARY, Wife of JOHN MENZIES Esq1'

died July 28 th 1805, Aged 45
WILLIAM, died Feb^ 27"' 1811, Aged 60

And JOHN, died March i st 1811, Aged 65
R. I. P.

THOMAS, the only Surviver in 1812 
Erected this Tablet.

(4) Marble tablet. South wall of south aisle, between first 
and second windows from east.

SACRED 
TO THE MEMORY or ELIZABETH CROMLEHOLME

DAUGHTER OF THE REVEREND WILLIAM CROMLEHOLME

FORMERLY VICAR OF THIS PARISH FOR UPWARDS OF 36 YEARS

WHOSE MORTAL REMAINS WERE DEPOSITED

IN THE GRAVEYARD OF THIS CHURCH 

NEAR THOSE OF HER BELOVED PARENTS

ON THE 2I ST DAY OF MAY 1817 

POSSESSED OF AN AMIABLE DISPOSITION

WITH SIMPLICITY OF MANNERS AND INTEGRITY OF HEART 
SHE WAS EMINENTLY DISTINGUISHED FOR HER EXALTED

BUT UNAFFECTED PIETY
EXEMPLARY VIRTUE AND CHRISTIAN CHARITY 

WHICH ENDEARED HER TO A NUMEROUS CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
AND DEEPLY LAMENTED SHE RESIGNED THIS LIFE 

FOR A BLESSED IMMORTALITY IN THE 8oTH YEAR OF HER AGE

ERECTED AS A TRIBUTE OF ESTEEM 

AND RESPECT FOR DEPARTED WORTH

BY HER AFFECTIONATE RELATIVE THOMAS BUTLER COLE 

OF KIRKLAND HALL AND BEAUMONT COTE ESQUIRE
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(5) Marble tablet. South wall of nave, over third pier from 
east.

DEPOSITED

IN THE VAULT BENEATH ARE THE REMAINS OF

THOMAS WESTBY ESQUIRE, OF WHITE HALL

UPPER RAWCLIFFE, SON OF THE LATE
THOMAS AND MARGARET WESTBY

HE DEPARTED THIS LIFE
THE I7TH DAY OF NOVEMBER 1829

AGED 72 YEARS

THIS TABLET IS ERECTED TO HIS MEMORY

BY HIS COUSIN GEORGE WESTBY, NOW OF
WHITE HALL

REQU1ESCAT IN PACE

(6) Brass plate. Below tower arch, north side.

THE CLOCK IN THIS CHURCH TOWER
WAS GIVEN BY THE

PARISHONERS

TO THE

REVD WILLIAM HORNBY M.A.
THE VICAR OF THIS PARISH

AND THIS TABLET WAS ERECTED

FOR THE PVRPOSE OF GRATEFVLLY RECORDING

HIS UNWEARIED EXERTIONS

AS PASTOR 

IN PROMOTING THE SPIRITUAL & TEMPORAL WELFARE
OF HIS FLOCK

SAINT MICHAELS-ON-WYRE

A.D. 1850

(7) Brass plate. North wall of chancel.

t
foife

of this1 parts!)
JJanuatg

j]3oticmbfr
ageD

3ln memor; of tlir abobe tfjis Cljancet tons rcStoreti by ttjcir ®on.
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(8) Series of five marble tablets. Within arcade, north wall 
of Baptistery.
(Middle)   2DO tlje

 SU>H> of 45oD
ant)

in Sl&emor^ of 
tijeir belobet) parents anD

ttjis IBaptisteri? toas restoreD
SI.®. fflBCdffilLEE

by tlje Surbitung
anti SDaugljters of 

anu S>us;annal) 
of

ann for bai)ti}eli ebcrg one of 
jou in t^e name of Jcaua Christ 

for tifte tentigsion of sins."
  ACTS, ch. ii., v. xxxviii.

(a) En

of 
THE REVEREND CHRISTOPHER SWAINSON B.A.

OF UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OXFORD 

SON OF JOHN SWAINSON OF SKIPTON

AND OF MARY HIS WIFE

DAUGHTER AND CO-HEIRESS OF

CHRISTOPHER AND JOYCE GRANDORGE
OF EARBY IN CRAVEN 

SOME TIME VICAR OF GIGGLESWICK
AFTERWARDS

PERPETUAL CURATE OF GOOSNARGH 

AND LASTLY RECTOR OF STAVELEY

IN THE COUNTY OF YORK

AND INCUMBENT OF COPP IN THIS COUNTY 
HE DIED FEBRUARY 26, 1775

AGED 6l YEARS 

AND WAS BURIED IN THIS CHURCH
ALSO OF

ELIZABETH HIS WIFE 

DAUGHTER OF ANTHONY AND JANE LISTER

OF GIGGLESWICK 

SHE DIED NOVEMBER 27, 1788

AGED 70 YEARS 

AND WAS BURIED IN THIS CHURCH
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^ Jmemorg
of 

THE REVEREND ANTHONY SWAINSON M.A.
SON OF

CHRISTOPHER AND ELIZABETH SWAINSON

FELLOW OF WORCESTER COLLEGE

IN THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD
AND VICAR OF THIS PARISH

HE DIED JUNE 5, 1784,
AGED 42 YEARS 

AND WAS BURIED IN THIS CHURCH

THE REVEREND CHRISTOPHER SWAINSON 

SON OF JOHN AND SVSANNAH SWAINSON

MASTER OF ARTS
OF WORCESTER COLLEGE OXFORD

AND ST JOHNS COLLEGE CAMBRIDGE
PREBENDARY OF HEREFORD

RECTOR OF WISTANSTOW
AND VICAR

OF CLUN IN THE COUNTY OF SALOP. 

HE DIED DECEMBER 1 9  1854
AGED 79 YEARS 

AND WAS BURIED AT WISTANSTOW

ĵjtumortr 
of

JOHN SWAINSON OF PRESTON

SON OF 

THE REVEREND CHRISTOPHER SWAINSON B.A.
AND ELIZABETH HIS WIFE 

HE DIED FEBRUARY 17, l8oo,

AGED 54 YEARS 

AND WAS BURIED IN THIS CHURCH

ALSO OF 

SUSANNAH THE WIFE OF THE ABOVE
JOHN SWAINSON 

DAUGHTER OF CHARLES INMAN

OF LANCASTER 

AND OF KINGSTON IN THE ISLAND OF JAMAICA

AND OF SUSANNAH HIS WIFE 

DAUGHTER OF JOHN AND SUSANNAH CASSON

OF LANCASTER 
SHE DIED OCTOBER 1, 1&22,

AGED 72 YEARS 

AND WAS BURIED IN THIS CHVRCH
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W I"
fmmattj

of
THE FOLLOWING 

CHILDREN OF JOHN AND SUSANNAH SWAINSON
OF PRESTON. 

JANE, DIED AUGUST 6, 1779
AGED 3 YEARS; 

SUSANNAH DIED IN INFANCY
JANUARY 5, 1789 ; 

ROBERT DIED IN INFANCY
SEPTEMBER 16, 1794. 

WILLIAM DIED MAY 31, l8o2
AGED 12 YEARS

AND WAS BURIED AT PRESCOT
CHARLOTTE DIED JANUARY 29, 1803

AGED II YEARS 
MARY, THE WIFE OF WILLIAM BIRLEY

OF KIRKHAM 
DIED FEBRUARY 6, 1819

AGED 40 YEARS
AND WAS BURIED AT KIRKHAM

ELIZABETH THE WIFE OF EDWARD BIRLEY
OF KIRKHAM 

DIED AUGUST 2, 1836
AGED 50 YEARS 

AND WAS BURIED AT KIRKHAM

(9) Marble tablet. South wall of nave, west end.

SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF

EDWARD GREENALGH
OF MYERSCOUGH HALL

WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE
DECEMBER 30  1823, AGED 58 YEARS

ALSO OF
MARGARET, HIS WIDOW

WHO DIED MARCH 14  1853 AGED 92
ALSO OF

MARY, THEIR INFANT DAUGHTER
WHO DIED 13  OF SEPR 1792

ALSO OF
CHARLOTTE, THEIR DAUGHTER

WHO DIED MAY 18  1823, AGED 29.
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(10) Brass plate. North wall of chancel.

JOSEPH STARKY HORNBY 
BORN JULY 12  1839
DIED APRIL 3 RD 1858

WILLIAM HORNBY 
BORN OCT. is 1" 1845 
DIED MARCH 25'"' 185

THEY WERE LOVELY AND PLEASANT IN THEIR LIVES 

AND IN THEIR DEATH THEY WERE NOT DIVIDED."

ii. Sam. i. 23.
" BLESSED ARE THE DEAD WHICH DIE IN THE LORD "

Rev. xiv. 13. 
(n) Brass plate. North wall of chancel.

IN MEMORY or 
WILLIAM HORNBY M.A., ARCHDEACON OF LANCASTER

38 YEARS VICAR OF THIS PARISH 
BORN FEBRUARY 26  1810, DIED DECEMBER 20  1899

THOU WILT KEEP HIM IN PERFECT PEACE 

WHOSE MIND IS STAYED UPON THEE, BECAUSE HE TRUSTETH IN TlIEE

Is. xxvi. 3 v.

(12) Brass plate. South wall of chancel, east end.

To THE GLORY OF GOD
AND IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

WILLIAM AND SUSAN HORNBY 
AND ALSO OF SUSAN THEIR DAUGHTER 
THIS WINDOW WAS GIVEN BY THE 
SURVIVING MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY

A.D. 1907.

(13) A blue stone slab in the floor of the middle alley is said 
to bear the inscription below. It is now covered up. Baines 
says : " A silly epitaph on a former sexton disgraces the chancel." 1

Ah!
"Twill force a sigh o'er his remains 
From all who living knew DICK BAINES ; 
And those who never knew nor saw him 
May sigh they'd not the luck to know him.

Ob: Jan. the 13, 1772, Mt. 64 
Jane his wife, 7 th March, 1779, aged 70. 2

1 Hist of Lanes., 1836, iv. 445.
2 Fish wick, St. Michad-on-Wyre, p. 73. Copied July 7, 1824, by 

Captain William Latham. See reverse of drawing of Kirkham church 
in Latham Collection of Drawings, Manchester Reference Library.

P
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(14) On the floor of the Butler Chapel was formerly a grave 
stone with the following inscription :

Under this stone are the remains of the Rev. Mr Richard 
Cromleholme, late Patron and Vicar of the Parish church 
of S* Michaels, who resigned up his Soul into the hands 
of the Eternal Comforter the i6th day of April 1729.

Isabel, Margaret, and Mary, his daughters, buried here in 
March, 1728.

Margaret, his widow, interred April the 3rd, anno 1740.
William, their son, interred November the i7 fch, 1754, 

aged 34.
Agnes Harrison, their daughter, interred i8th June, 1768, 

aged 50.

This stone is noted by Whitaker in, or shortly before, 1801, 
but had disappeared in I836.1

B  BENEFACTIONS. 

On board against south wall of south aisle.

BENEFACTIONS IN THE PARISH OF ST. MICHAELS. 

By a person UNKNOWN.

Two sevenths of the clear Rent of a Close of 
Ground lying in Kirkham purchased with 2o/. to 
be distributed monthly in Bread to the Poor 
attending divine Service at the Parish Church 
of S* Michael, at the direction of John France 
Esqro of Middle Rawcliffe & his heirs, Thomas 
Langton of Kirkham, gent. & his heirs, & the 
Vicar of S* Michael's for the time being:

By RALPH LONGWORTH, Esqra.
To the Vicar yearly . . . . .500 
To the poor of upper Rawcliffe yearly . 2 10 o

By THOMAS KNOWLES, Gent.
To the poor of upper Rawcliffe yearly . 2 10 o 
To the poor of Inskip yearly . . .500

By JOHN HUDSON, Gent. 
To the poor of upper Rawcliffe yearly . 200

By RICHARD CORNAL. 
To a School in upper Rawcliffe, Int. of 40 o o

1 Hist, of Richmondshire, ii. 448 ; Baines, Lanes., iv. 445.
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By THOMAS CLITHEROE, Gent. 
To a School in Eccleston-moor-side yearly 500

By WILLIAM FYLD.
To a School at Cop. Lands bought with . 250 o o 
To the poor of Eccleston yearly . .200

By JOHN JOLLY. 
To the poor of Inskip, Interest of . . 370 o o

For the use of the Parish as the vestry")
u 11 l- I A - R ' P-shall direct I 

Lands in Claughton called TERLEWAYS f '^ 
& Garden in upper Rawcliffe J

By ELLEN LONGWORTH.
The interest of £20 to be distributed in Bread
to the Poor People attending divine Service

at Cop Chapel, Vested in the Revd
Wm Hornby, Sk Michaels-on-Wyre.


