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AN ARMORIAL BENCH END IN
HAWARDEN CHURCH

By J. Paul Rylands, F.S5.A.

Read 13th November 1913

MR. W. BELL JONES, of Hawarden, has

drawn the attention of the Society to a
carved oak bench end in Hawarden church and
has supplied a photograph from which the annexed
illustration has been taken. This fine piece of
carving and the seats in the chancel were the only
wood-work that was saved from a fire which occurred
on the 2gth October 1857.

At the top of the bench end, at either side, is a
bird, probably a pelican or an eagle, with wings
raised, among vine branches bearing grapes. The
one bird holds a scroll inscribed /7% Domino confido,
and the other a like scroll inscribed Spero 12 Domzno.
Below is a boldly-carved coat-of-arms of the family
of Poole of Poole in Wirral, quartering the arms of
Buerton and Capenhurst. At each side of the helm
is a stag’s head, the badge of the Pooles, and there
is an elaborate mantlet with beaded ornamentation
resembling that on the panels at Eastham church,
figured in vol. Ixi. of the Society’s Z7ansactions.
Upon the helm is a torce, and thereon a griffin’s
head erased, but the coronet with which the Poole
griffin’s head is usually gorged is wanting.

That this carving was executed about the year
1520 seems very probable, and it is perhaps the
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work of the carver of the Eastham panels. There
can be little doubt that it was made for Randle
Poole, who after the death of his two elder brothers
became squire of Poole and died in 1538, and that,
although a priest, he chose to display a helm with
the crest of his family and also their principal badge.
This badge of a stag’s head, it will be remembered,
appears on the banner of Sir William Poole figured
in vol. lii. of the Society’s 77ansactions.

The bench end has been attached to the reading-
desk and a corresponding end has been added on
which the arms of the Glynne family have been
carved.

Randle Poole is called Rector of Neston and
Hawarden in several of the old pedigrees : ‘“ Randall
Poole, rector ecclesize de Neston et Hawarden ob.
3o H. 8, 20 March,” is his description in a long
pedigree in Harl. MS. 1535, fo. 235b; and in Harl.
MS. 2142, fo. 84b, he occurs as ‘“Randle a priest
parson of Weston [sz] and Harden [died] 26 [szc]
Mar, 30'H. 8,

It seems certain, however, that he was not Rector
of Neston. The Abbot of St. Werburgh held the
rectory until the dissolution of the religious houses,
and it then passed to the Dean and Chapter of
Chester. The Vicar of Neston from 1525 to 1563
was Richard Ledsham.! It may be that he took
over the rectorial tithes from the Monastery the
year before he died, as suggested by the Rev.
H. ]J. Graham in his Hstory of the Church in
Neston, recently published.

The following extracts from Archdeacon Thomas’s
History of the Diocese of St. Asaph® give some
further particulars of Randle Poole :

1 Information of Mr. W. Fergusson Irvine.
2 Mr. J. H. E. Bennett and Mr. Philip H. Lawson have kindly
supplied these extracts.
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List or REcTOrRs oF HAWARDEN !

1487. Stanley, James.

1505. Pool, Ralph (or Randolph), Rector of Neston; sinecure
Rector of Llandrillo in Edeyrnion and Prebendary of
Hereford.? Presented by Margaret Duchess of Rich-
mond, mother of Henry VII., instituted by the Bishop
of Chester and Lichfield, and inducted by the Archdeacon
of Chester.

1538. Vaughan, John, etc.

SiNeEcURE REecTors oF LLANDRILLO IN EDEVRNION?

1398. Llywelyn ap Owain ap David.

1533. Pole, Randolph, A.M., Rector of Hawarden, 1505.

1538. Coles, Edward.

Bekensaw [Adam Bekensaw, Canon Bekensall, (?)Byrchen-

shaw] writing to Thomas Cromwell on the 6th August
1535, about the two executors of the will of Bishop
Standish, described the one, Sir Randolph Poole, as
“the great factor to Mr. Will. Brerton in our parts and
trusts to his favour” ; and the other, Will. Standyshe, the
bishop’s brother, as “the richest man of his promotion
in England, and if you will let me handle him I will
bring plate, money and jewels to your hands.”

This bishop was Henry Standish, S.T.D., Bishop
of St. Asaph ; appointed by papal bull dated 28th
May 1518, and consecrated at Oxford 11th July
following. He died gth July 1535, and was buried
in the Minories, London.*

Randle Poole left a curious will by which he
disposed of nine horses and certain vestments and
clothing ; the following is an abstract :

1 0p. cit., ii. 392.

? Le Neve's Fasti Ecclesie Anglicane, vol. i. p. 500, among the
Prebendaries of Hereford has ‘“Ralph Pole occurs in 1520 and 1538.
His will is dated 12th March 1538-9.”

3 Thomas, 0p. cit., iii. 103.

4 Le Neve's Fasti £ccl. Angl.
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WirL or Ranvreu Pork, CLERK.

Dated 12 March 29 Henry VIII [1537-8].
Proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, by John
Heryng, proxy, 2o May 1538 (16 Dyngeley).

I desire to be buried in the Collegiate Church of St. John,
Chester.

I give to Richard Hurleton my white ambling gelding called
Broughton. To Ranulphe Arosmyth my black trotting gelding
with the bald face. To Sir John Whitbye my bay ambling
gelding callid Bayard Gerrat. To William Pole the grey trotting
gelding. To Peerse Gruff’ [Griffith] the bay ambling mare. To
John Butler the black ambling gelding that was bought of Smyth
and 20s. To Richard Hesketh the black gelding callid Newton
and the Donne? that halteth, &c., and 20s. To Anne Hope the
bay gelding called Berye.

To Sir John Whitbye my two grey amysses, two surplices with
amysse kerchiffes. To Richard Hurlton my best furred gown.
To Mawde Grosvenor my velvet jacket. To Anne Hope my
violet gown. To Ranulph Arosmyth my gown furred with black
lamb. To William Pole my single gown which I wear daily,
To John Butler my frock of saye, &c. To John Gertiche
[Gorsiche ?] 1os.

Executors: John Davy of Broughton & Anne his wife.

Witnesses : Sir Alexander Standishe, clerk, Richard Hurleton,
Ranulph Arosmyth & Sir John Whitby, priest.

This will is disappointing, and the inquisition post
mortem of “Randle Pole, clerk,” preserved in the
Public Record Office (Chesh. Inq. p.m., File 67,
No. 9), is hardly less so. It is a fairly long docu-
ment containing references to various grants made
by him of certain tenements for lives; but there is
no statement regarding the livings held by him, and
the following condensed abstract affords all the
information that can be gathered from this inquisi-
tion concerning Randle Poole and his family.

Inquisition taken at Chester 30 April, 30 Henry
VIII [1538] after the death of Randle Pole, clerk.

! Z.e. the dun-coloured gelding.
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The said Randle was seised of the vill of Pulle called Nether-
pole (except 28 acres) and of tenements in Buyrton, Lyscard,
Great Neston, Seykym, Bradley, Salghall, Capenhurst, Thyng-
wall, &c.

A settlement was made (2o Sept. 2 Henry VIII [1510]) by
John Werberton, knight, and John Pole of Pole, co. Chester,
esquire, on Joan, then wife of the said John Pole and daughter
of John Warburton, of tenements in Lyscard, Kirkby, Morton,
Woodchurch, Leghton, Neston, Bradwall, Ouerescroft, Hurleston,
Upton, Capenhurst and Pepirstrete, in the occupation of divers
tenants who are named. The feoffees were Thomas Mascy
of Podington, esq., Richard Bunbury of Stanney, esq., John
Whitmore of Thurstanton, esq., and Thomas Hogh of Leghton,
esq. Joan afterwards married Sir William Turvle,* knight, and
they held for the life of the said Joan, with reversion to Thomas
Pole, esquire, cousin and heir of the said Randle Pole, clerk, viz.
son of Sir William Pole, knight, brother of the said Randle.

Two deeds of Randle Pole are referred to; one is dated at
Great Neston 14 August 22 Henry VIII [1530].

Randle had granted an annuity to Richard Pole, son of Ralph
Pole of Chester.

He died . . . [torn away].

The abovesaid Thomas Pole, his heir, is aged 25 years and
more.

NOTES.

At page 303 of volume Ixiv. of the Society’s Zrausactions
Mr. Brownbill refers to three carved oak panels, formerly in a
house at Tarporley, which were given by Mr. Allen to the Rev.
William Cole in 1761. One of these bore the initials of the
Rev. William Witter, Rector of Tarporley 1493-1543, and on
the other two there were men’s heads, one of them having on
the collar a cross fleury and the letter C. The Witter panel
was sketched by Cole, and in his description he gives a little
drawing of the cross fleury (Add. MS. 5836 in the British
Museum). My brother has made a fac-simile drawing of the
Witter panel and the little cross, and has supplied the accom-
panying illustration.

It is not possible to judge of the workmanship of the Witter

! Sir William Turvile of Aston Flamville, co. Leicester, was buried
there in 1549. Joan was his second wife; his first wife was Helen
daughter of Sir John Ferrers, of Tamworth Castle, knight (K. 2, fol.
136; Coll. Arm.).
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panel from Cole’s drawing, but the design suggests that it may
be contemporary with the carvings at Eastham and Hawarden.
Mr. Brownbill has ascertained that the three Tarporley panels

have disappeared from Cole’s house.

The following are extracts from the Valor Ecclesiasticus : Henry
VIIZ, made in 1535 pursuant to the Act of 26 Hen. VIII:

Collegiate Church of St. Jokn, Chester.

Ranulphus Pole, prebendary (vol. v. 202—204).
Monastery or Priory of Birk[enlhe[ald.

Ran’ Pole, clerk, seneschal of the same (v. 212).

Hawarden.
AR s i R sl , rector (v. 207).

Ranulphus Pole, canon and preb. of Hereford (iii. 10).
Magister Randulphus Pole, Rector of the Parish Church of
Sowtham in the Deanery of Marton, Dioc. Coventr’ &

Lich. co. Warwick (iii. 62).




