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ST. NICHOLAS'S CHURCH, LIVERPOOL: 
ITS ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY

Jty Henry Peet, M.A., F.S.A.

Read I3th November 1913

O F Liverpool s first chapel the Chapel of St. 
Mary del Quay no authentic drawing, plan, 

or elevation remains, and such verbal descriptions 
as have found their way into the Moore Deeds, the 
Town Books, and other ancient documents give very 
little indication of its architectural features. All that 
can be gathered from these sources may be summed 
up in a few words the little old stone chapel on the 
quay. Of unknown antiquity, said to be monastic in 
foundation, it stands out a venerable relic of the past, 
when the rocky headland which overlooked it was 
first capped by the frowning castle. Looking down 
from the castle heights one could see this small 
chapel quietly reposing on the primitive quay. 
Here the rude fisherfolk and coasting mariners 
paid their devotions at the shrine of the Blessed 
Virgin, and the townsfolk, rich and poor alike, as 
sembled on Sundays and holy days. The chapel 
was in existence in 1257, and was doubtless large 
enough to accommodate all the inhabitants, but by 
the middle of the fourteenth century the town had 
grown. It is estimated that the population was 
then nearly one thousand, and if this estimate is 
correct more accommodation was required.

There were two other factors which stimulated 
the desire to build a larger edifice. It was an age
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of restless building activity. From one end of the 
land to the other churches were being enlarged, or 
entirely rebuilt in the prevailing style of architec 
ture, and this building-fever no doubt affected 
Liverpool as it was affecting other places.

Another and more powerful factor, of purely local 
concern, stirred the inhabitants. They had no 
burying-ground attached to their chapel, and the 
inconvenience of carrying their dead four miles to 
be interred in the parish churchyard at Walton 
must have been a real grievance. The rector and 
vicar of Walton derived a revenue in mortuary dues 
from this, probably the most thickly populated part 
of their parish, and if they raised no positive objec 
tion, they certainly gave no facilities for a burial 
ground to be laid out. If a new chapel could be 
built and sufficient land obtained to make a ceme 
tery, the energetic mayor and burgesses foresaw 
that the claims of Walton would sooner or later 
have to give way to the convenience of the borough. 
With this object in view, the lord of the manor of 
Liverpool, Henry, Duke of Lancaster, was appealed 
to, and, about the year 1353, he granted the land 
on the east of the Chapel of St. Mary del Quay 
to the mayor and burgesses, in order that a larger 
chapel might be built, and a burial-ground adjoin 
ing provided. 1 The work of building a new church, 
appropriately dedicated in honour of St. Nicholas, 
was commenced, and two years later the mayor 
and commonalty acquired lands held of Henry, 
Duke of Lancaster, of the yearly value of ^10, as 
an endowment for their new church. These lands 
are frequently referred to in the Moore Deeds. 2

1 See a paper by John Elton in the Transactions of this Society, 
vol. liv. p. 79. He, however, does not quote any authority for this 
grant.

2 See Moore Deeds, Nos. 462 (1362/3), 497 (1355), 501 (1362), 532 
(1355), 535 (1361). There does not appear to be any reference to 
"St. Nicholas's lands" earlier than 1355,
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The deed of endowment is not in existence, but as 
the grant was affected by the Statute of Mortmain, 
a licence from the King was necessary. This 
licence was issued igth May, 1355, and is extant. 1 (i

Encouraged by this grant the building of St. 
Nicholas's Church was continued, and before the 
end of the year 1361 it was ready for consecration. 
But a calamity which befell the inhabitants precipi 
tated matters, and hastened the use of the burial 
ground before the church was consecrated. The 
Black Death, which swept over Europe at this 
period, made its dread appearance in Liverpool. 
People were dying of the plague in great numbers, 
and the question of their burial in the distant church 
yard at Walton was agitating the mind of the 
burgesses. They had now a cemetery of their own, 
close to their doors, but it was not consecrated, and 
to bury in unconsecrated ground in that age of faith 
would have outraged their most cherished convic 
tions, and would have brought down on the head 
of the priest who encouraged it the stern censure of 
the Church. If consecration was not possible, some 
means must be found whereby episcopal sanction 
could be obtained. Fortunately a great and power 
ful personage was at that moment in the town. 
Lionel, Earl of Ulster, the King's son, better known 
by his later title of Duke of Clarence, on his way 
to Ireland was delayed at Liverpool for some time 
waiting for a favourable wind to set sail. 2

The mayor and his brethren were not slow to 
avail themselves of the influence which this royal 
personage, just appointed Lord-Lieutenant of Ire-

1 Patent Rafts, 2g Edw. Ill, part 2, m. 22.
2 1361, May 10(35 Edw. III). Order from the King to his officers 

in Ireland to receive his messenger Thomas de Baddeley, and to 
send the Irish fleet to the ports of Litherpole and Chester, in order to 
convey Lionel, Earl of Ulster, to Ireland. (Rot. Pat., 35 Edw. Ill, 
p. 2, m. 24.) Printed at full length in Rymer's Fadera (Rec. Com. 
ed.), vol. iii., Part II., p. 617.
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land, could exercise. They had an irresistible 
argument to support their cause. Daily before his 
eyes the Earl saw the people dying of the dread 
disease, and he witnessed the inconvenience and 
danger to the inhabitants in having to convey the 
plague-stricken bodies for interment to Walton 
churchyard. He communicated at once with the 
Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry (Liverpool was 
then part of that diocese), and a request coming 
from the King's son could not be disregarded. On 
the nth of September, 1361, the bishop 1 issued a 
temporary licence for the churchyard to be used as 
a burying-ground. " Moved by the strong repre 
sentations of the noble and magnificent Lionel, Earl 
of Ulster," he gives permission for the bodies of 
those who die during the plague: to be interred " in 
the cemetery of the Chapel of St. Nicholas" until 
the feast of the Nativity next ensuing, after which 
further licence must be obtained. He further stipu 
lates that the rights and privileges of the parish 
church at Walton shall first be safeguarded.

Meanwhile the building of the church was rapidly 
approaching completion, and five months later, on 
the nth of February, 1361-2, the bishop, after 
repeated and urgent entreaties from the mayor and 
burgesses, issued a special licence giving authority 
to " any Catholic bishop enjoying the favour of the 
Apostolic See and possessing the right to perform 
the duties of his office," to dedicate the new Church 
of St. Nicholas and the cemetery around it. The 
burial place was to be free to all, provided always 
that the rights of the church at Walton be not in 
any way whatever diminished or changed.

So it came to pass that Liverpool obtained a 
churchyard in which to bury her dead, her new 
church was dedicated and opened for Divine worship, 
and Walton retained her mortuary dues as heretofore.

1 Robert Stretton.
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Built to the east of the Chapel of St. Mary del 
Quay, on the site occupied by the present church, 
the new church was separated from the old by but 
a few yards.

What were the architectural features of this four 
teenth-century church ? Unhappily there is little 
evidence available on which to base an opinion. 
The earliest drawing is that which appears in the 
"Ralph Peters Picture," 1 attributed to the year 
1680. Too frequently the artists of those days 
depicted what they saw more with a view to pic 
turesque effect than to accuracy of detail. It is 
possible, however, from gleanings here and there, 
to reconstruct to some extent the first Church of 
St. Nicholas in Liverpool. Of its enlargement and 
subsequent alterations there is, fortunately, more 
material on which to work.

From this view, painted more than three cen 
turies after the church was built, it is possible to 
form some idea of its architecture. Apparently it 
was not a very elaborate example of fourteenth- 
century work, and in this respect it corresponds 
with much of the ecclesiastical work in this district, 
which is generally inferior to that found in the 
eastern counties and other parts of England.

Another view of the church, carefully drawn in 
1773 and printed in Enfield's History of Leverpool, 
is much more reliable. On the same page Enfield 
gives a view of St. Peter's Church. If this latter 
is compared with the existing building it will be 
found to be remarkably accurate. As the drawing 
of St. Nicholas's Church was made at the same 
time, and by the same artist, it may be concluded 
that it is equally correct both in outline and detail.

The early view of 1680 shows a building on the

1 For an account of this picture, see a paper by R. Stewart-Brown, 
M.A., F.S.A., in the Transactions of this Society, vol. Ix. pp. 35-71. 
See Plate I.
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north side of the tower, but it is difficult to deter 
mine whether this is part of the north aisle, or the 
gable-end of one of the warehouses which are known 
to have been recently built on the south side of 
Chapel Street, buttressing the churchyard wall. 
That the church at this time had an aisle on the 
north side is abundantly proved, but in the absence 
of all documentary evidence and there is no docu 
ment extant which throws any light on the building 
work until the middle of the seventeenth century  
it is impossible to say whether this aisle was part of 
the original design, or a later addition.

An opinion given by no less an authority than 
Rickman is entitled to more than ordinary con 
sideration. Rickman was an interested spectator 
when the work of building the present tower and 
lantern was commenced. Writing in 1811, he 
says : "In digging for a foundation for a new tower, 
the rubbish placed under the additions of 1774 was 
laid open, and revealed fragments of the piers of 
the building and their capitals, just enough, to 
gether with the appearance of the church in some 
old views, to justify a supposition that the body of 
the church was rebuilt in the latter part of the 
fifteenth century." *

There can be no higher authority than Rickman 
as to the date of the pieces of masonry unearthed 
at that time, but his conclusion that the body of the 
church was rebuilt in the latter half of the fifteenth 
century is, as he remarks, only a" supposition," and 
it is certainly open to question. It is far more 
likely that, at the period he mentions, the north 
aisle was added to the church, and that the frag 
ments he saw were the piers and capitals then built 
to support the upper portion of the north wall of 
the nave when it was cut through to make a 
new aisle.

1 See Storer and Greig's Ancient Reliqucs, vol. i.
B
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The original church, if it consisted only of a nave, 
would provide seating room for about 250 people, 
which would be all that was necessary in 1361. By 
the end of the fifteenth century more accommoda 
tion may have been required, and the building of 
an aisle, of the same width as the nave, on the 
north side, would give the enlarged church a seating 
capacity of at least 550. The entire demolition of 
the fourteenth-century church, and its reconstruction 
at the end of the next century, must surely have 
been an event of such importance that a reference 
to it would have found its way into some record 
or other. The addition of an aisle to an existing 
building would not attract the same notoriety.

It is possible that the first church consisted of 
four bays only, and that the two easternmost may 
have been added at a later period, or when the 
north aisle was built (if this aisle can be properly 
assigned to the latter half of the fifteenth century); 
but all is uncertainty and conjecture. The internal 
evidence which the building itself would have sup 
plied is now non-existent, and in that benighted age 
when it was pulled down there was no one capable 
of recording its architectural history, which the 
marking of its stones revealed. All that can be 
stated, but not with absolute certainty, is that, in 
the seventeenth century, the church had a nave 23 
feet in width and nearly 100 feet in length, divided 
into six bays ;* that it was without clerestory or 
structural chancel. At the west end of the nave 
there was a low square tower, with buttresses set 
diagonally ; and on the north side of the nave an 
aisle of the same width as the nave, continued west 
ward until it was nearly flush with the west wall of 
the tower. It is possible, of course, that this north 
aisle originally terminated in a line with the east 
wall of the tower; but on Perry's Map of 1769 it

1 Enfield's view suggests seven bays; see Plate II.
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is shown as almost lineable with the west wall, 
and at the east it terminated a few feet short of the 
end of the nave. In the roof of the nave there 
were three dormer windows, a priest's door in the 
south wall near the east end, and a porch of con 
siderable projection at the south door. As to the 
exact position of this porch the evidence is most 
conflicting. On Perry's Map of 1769 it is shown at 
the extreme west end of the south wall; but in the 
"Ralph Peters Picture" (1680) and in Enfield's 
view (17/3) its position is seen to be several feet 
farther towards the east. Enfield's view also shows 
the south wall pierced by six windows of three 
lights each, trefoiled in the heads. The four eastern 
most are divided by transoms an indication of 
Perpendicular work. It will also be noticed that 
the horizontal moulding on the battlements is con 
tinued round the embrasures another feature of 
the Perpendicular style. The buttresses between 
the windows appear to have been much repaired. 
Whatever opinion may be formed as to the age of 
the windows and battlements, it is quite evident 
that the porch (as depicted in Enfield's view) had 
been rebuilt.

On many points Perry's Map and Enfield's view 
are mutually destructive of each other. This con 
flicting evidence provokingly perplexes the student 
desirous to reconstruct the architectural plan and 
elevation of this vanished church.

Coming to the time when the Vestry Books 
commence (1681) the evidence available is more 
plentiful and also more reliable. It is manifest that 
the church had again become too small. The first 
step taken to give more seating room was an appli 
cation by the chapel-warden for a faculty to erect 
a gallery and seats in a certain " vacant place 
towards the east end of the north aisle." On gth 
October, 1673, the Bishop of Chester gave leave for
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such a gallery and seats to be built. It is not easy 
to determine its exact position, but it was probably 
a small gallery fixed to the north wall, to which 
additional pews were added from time to time by 
individual members of the congregation at their 
own charge. This view receives confirmation from 
two orders subsequently issued by the bishop. One, 
dated i6th June, 1675, was granted on the petition 
of John Wareing, who desired to erect a seat on 
the front or south side of the gallery towards the 
east end of the north aisle, uniform to that lately 
erected by Mr. John Hesketh. 1 The other, dated 
i6th April, 1680, says, "There is void roome yet 
remaining in a certain gallery lately erected " ; and 
that " Thomas Johnson, Alderman, and Edmund 
Leevesley being destitute of convenient seats," have 
petitioned for leave " at their proper costs and 
charges to erect and build a seat or pew at the back 
or eastward of the seat or pew of Mr. John Wareing."

This temporary expedient seems to have given 
some relief to the overcrowded condition of the 
church; but more seating accommodation was 
urgently called for, and to meet this demand a 
faculty was granted (23rd February, 1681-2) on 
the petition of the mayor and corporation, autho 
rising them to build three galleries one on the 
south side of the nave, one over the north chancel ' 
at the north-east end of the church, and one at the 
west end of the nave. This west gallery was dis 
posed of to Richard Percival. In 1721 it was 
conveyed by Sarah Gaskell, his daughter, to John 
Scarisbrick for ^33. In 1752 it was again sold to 
Edward Pain for ^71, and in 1794 conveyed to 
W. Hesketh for .£110.

Another gallery across the west end of the north
1 John Hesketh's seat was built under the authority of a faculty, 

dated Qth March, 1674-5. ^ was subsequently granted to David 
Poole, merchant, 7th January, 1686-7.

8 The east end of the north aisle was called the " north chancel."
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aisle was also built by the corporation, and although 
no faculty has been found, there can be little doubt 
it was erected about the same time. Possibly it 
was erected the year before, as in September 1683 
it is referred to in the Vestry Books, 1 when certain 
seats in this north-west gallery were assigned by 
the corporation to several persons.

Other building work took place about the same 
time. The Chapel-warden's Accounts submitted to 
the Easter Vestry Meeting in 1682 show a large 
expenditure for building materials used in work on 
a church vestry. The amount passed for payment 
is quite inconsistent with repairs to an existing 
structure, but unmistakably suggests the erection of 
a new building. That a small vestry existed at the 
east end of the north chancel is certain, being 
referred to and its position clearly defined in the 
faculty of 22nd lYhiy, 1775. In all probability it 
was built at this date when the galleries were under 
construction.

There was another addition (if the ground-plan 
as delineated on Perry's Map of 1769 is reliable) 
for which no satisfactory explanation can be given. 
From the plan ~ it will be seen that the buttress at 
the north-west angle of the tower has itself been 
buttressed, showing some instability at that point. 
The oblong space adjoining, immediately to the 
north of this buttress, may be the extension and 
base of one of those ugly piles of supporting masonry 
occasionally seen disfiguring ancient buildings; or 
it may be a porch.

There is another suggestion which is worthy of 
consideration as an explanation of this part of the 
ground-plan. In order to give convenient access 
to the north-west gallery a stone stair may have 
been constructed outside the west wall of the north 
aisle. These steps would not only be available for 

1 Vol. i. p. 8. ! Page 22.



22 St. Nicholas s Church, Liverpool:

approach to the north-west gallery, but they could 
be utilised by those who occupied the west gallery. 
If this suggestion be correct it accounts for the 
oblong space on the ground-plan, and also explains 
why the inside staircase, which had hitherto been 
the means of gaining access to the west gallery, was 
then removed. Under date 5th November, 1681, 
the chapel-warden paid " i is. for removing the stairs 
at the west end of the church." *

N.

w.

NORTH AIStE NORTH CHANCEL

..Q.... -a-

NAVE 1361

PORCH

.-a     a-

CHANCEL

PLAN OF THE CHURCH c. 1760 

(Partly conjectural)

The whole of the west wall of the church, one 
half of the east wall, the full length of the south 
wall as far as the chancel, and part of the north wall 
were galleried. This relieved the congestion, and 
for fourteen years there is no record of any further 
galleries being built; but in 1695 it was reported 
to the bishop " that the congregation resorting to 
the Chapell was so numerous that the Chapell 
was not capatious conveniently to receive the same,

1 Vestry Books, vol. i. p. 2.
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and that several gentlemen and others who were 
instructed in singing Psalmes were clesireous of a 
convenient place where they might all sit together 
for the better regulating the voices of the con 
gregation to the organ. That there is a vacant 
place between the Chapell and Chancell at the 
end of the south isle [i.e. the nave] and opposite 
to the organ," and they request that a gallery may 
be there erected. The bishop accordingly issued 
his faculty, dated iSth January, 1695-6, authorising 
this singing gallery to be built over the chancel at 
the east end of the nave. 1

The galleries already built gave room for a much 
larger congregation, and a seat in one or other of 
these elevated positions commanded a ready sale. 
The price demanded by the corporation was a high 
one ; but as they were considered the most desirable 
seats in the church, they were eagerly purchased by 
the more affluent of the church-going townspeople. 
Still there was not sufficient room for the increasing 
number of worshippers. Something had to be done. 
There seemed to be no way out of the difficulty 
except to enlarge the church ; the mayor (William 
Preeson), Thomas Johnson, Junior, and Madam 
Ellen Wiilis were prepared to build a small aisle 
for their own use, and at their joint expense, if per 
mission could be obtained ; they accordingly peti 
tioned the bishop to allow an aisle to be built on 
the north side of the north aisle. On 8th March, 
1696 7, the faculty issued from the Diocesan Court 
for this new aisle, or " Out-Isle," as it was called, 
to be constructed. There was some delay in pro 
ceeding with the work, and in the meantime the

1 The altar had only recently been removed from the body of the 
church to its ancient position. Cartwright, Bishop of Chester, writes 
in his Diary (Camclen Soc., vol. xxii. p. 79) : " 1687, Sep. 21, I went at 
II of the clock from my Lord Molineux to Liverpool when the Mayor 
and Aldermen met me in the church, and I commanded the Church 
warden to set the Communion Table altar-wise against the wall."
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applications for seats being numerous it was 
thought that an aisle of greater dimensions than 
that sanctioned by the Court would be for the general 
advantage of the parishioners. The ministers de- 
ploringly wrote to the bishop that " several persons 
that go to Meetings * say it's only for want of seats 
in the church, and two of them have agreed for two 
seats," if the new aisle then contemplated were 
allowed to be built. They therefore petitioned him 
to enlarge the terms of his faculty, which he did a 
few months later (i ith December, 1697). Not only 
was an aisle 34 feet in length Sanctioned, but per 
mission was given for a gallery to be built over it 
capable of containing twenty to thirty seats.

During the next twenty years no further structural 
alterations were made to the church, but internal 
decorations were daubed on with no sparing hand. 
The ceiling was "painted blue, with black and 
white clouds. A golden sun and moon, and a 
number of golden stars of different sizes were painted 
and gilt upon boards nailed up to the ceiling and 
roof, joists and spars." The overflowing congrega 
tion would find its way to the new Church of St. 
Peter, consecrated in 1704, and the pressure on the 
old church would to some extent be relieved ; but the 
rapid increase of population at the beginning of the 
eighteenth century began once more to tax the 
resources of the churchwardens, who had difficulty 
to find seats for all who crowded to the services. 
In 1718 it was found necessary to enlarge the church 
further. An appeal was once more made to the 
bishop. A faculty, dated i2th October, 1718, gave 
leave to the mayor, bailiffs and burgesses, and the 
rectors, at the charge of the corporation, to build an 
" Addition " to the " Out-Isle " on the north side of

1 i.e. meeting-houses of the Protestant Dissenters. 
" An aisle 34 feet in length would approximately correspond with 

two bays of the nave.
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the chapel, "in length from the said Out-Isle east 
ward forty-two feet, and in breadth (including the 
pillars on the south side thereof betwixt the said 
new Addition and the old part) twenty feet three 
inches or thereabouts." 1 Permission was also 
granted to the proprietors of the "Out-Isle, then 
being in decay," to rebuild it at their own cost, and 
to come twelve inches further into the chapelyard 
than was formerly granted them.

No further structural alterations were contem 
plated until the Easter Vestry of 1736, when it 
was suggested that a spire upon the tower of the 
church would be ornamental, and would also serve 
a useful purpose for the direction of ships coming in 
and going out of the port. The matter was, how 
ever, allowed to sleep for ten years, when it was 
revived, and on this occasion found more favour, a 
committee being appointed to receive proposals for 
building a spire according to a plan drawn by 
Mr. Thomas Gee. This was approved, and a 
contract was duly signed with William Smith and 
Henry Sephton. The work was evidently com 
menced at once, as Smith and Sephton's bills were 
presented for payment at the Easter Vestry of 1747. 
They amounted to ^371, ijs. bd., and there was an 
extra charge of £22, is, for "chipping the steeple." 
A sum of £27, 19,?. id. was also paid to Mr. Thomas 
Gee, which it may be assumed was in the nature of 
an architect's commission.

There is no record of any other alterations or 
additions to the church. It had now reached its 
complete and final stage of development. The 
south elevation Enfield depicts. 2 Its dimensions 
and ground-plan can be estimated from Perry's

1 The "Addition" had a gallery, although this is not mentioned in 
the faculty, to which access was gained by a staircase inside the 
church ; see Vestry Books, vol. i. p. 113.

- Plate II.
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Map of 1769. A period of nearly thirty years 
elapsed before its decaying roof and tottering walls 
were to be swept away. In 1775 the church was 
reported to be in a very ruinous state, and that 
it was dangerous for the inhabitants to attend 
divine service. There was great diversity of 
opinion as to the best course to pursue, and 
several meetings of the parishioners were held. 
Some were for repairing the church, others advo 
cated its entire demolition. Resolutions were 
passed, rescinded, and again passed. Finally it 
was agreed to pull down the external walls and 
the roof (the steeple also was to be taken down if 
it should be found necessary), and to build a new 
church on the same site. Once the edict had gone 
forth there was no hesitation in sacrificing every 
ancient feature. All that was hoary with age or 
bore the impress of antiquity must go; but in 
credible as it may appear, the parishioners were so 
deeply attached to the unsightly galleries they had 
erected round the interior of the building, that they 
decided to allow them to remain in the grotesque 
situations they occupied, to disfigure the new church 
they were building. By the exercise of an ingenuity 
worthy of a better cause, they to a great extent 
successfully accomplished a building feat which 
would appear almost impossible. The new church 
 the church as we know it to-day was actually 
built round the old galleries, which remained a 
glaring exhibition of folly until the year 1813.

The irregularity and one-sided appearance the 
church now presents when viewed from the interior 
is explained by the fact that the existing south aisle, 
23 feet in width, occupies the site of the nave of the 
earlier building, and the present nave, also 23 feet 
in width, that of the old north aisle. The narrower 
"Out-Isle," 17 feet in width, built in 1718, is now 
the north aisle. The columns which support the



Its ArcJiitcctural History 27

roof are built on the bases of the piers of the former 
church (with the exception of the first columns, one 
on either side, counting from the east end), the 
distance between each 1 being 15 feet. The ground 
plan shows that the columns not built on the old 
bases are 19 feet from the others. The present 
church, including the thickness of the east wall, is 
about 4 feet longer than the old church, which 
accounts for this difference in the space between 
these columns. Had all been equidistant it would 
have necessitated new foundations for all, but by 
building on the bases of the piers of the dismantled 
church it was only necessary to make new founda 
tions for two of them (one on each side).

The tower and spire were not disturbed. The 
western extremity of the old north aisle was rebuilt 
to correspond in height with the new church, and 
it was subsequently used as a baptistery. On its 
north side a vestry was built. These buildings 
will be best seen in Rickman's drawing '~ of the 
west aspect of the church previous to the fall of 
the spire.

The vestibule, or porch, which gives entrance to 
the church at the south-east corner, marks the site 
of the altar of the fourteenth-century church, and it 
is most probable that the ground beneath this porch, 
and possibly westward to the middle of the first 
window in the south wall, is the ancient burying- 
place of the Moores of Bank Hall. In his " Rental " 
Edward Moore enjoins his son to repair and main 
tain the pew he occupied, and the servants' pew, to 
repair the glass windows and the flags, " with all 
things else belonging to them," so that the bishop 
could not remove him, or order others to sit with 
him, for as he proudly writes, "It is five hundred

1 i.e. from centre to centre.
2 See Plate IV.
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years that none have sat there to hear divine service, 
or buried there, but your ancestors." 1

Architecturally the church of 1775 is beneath 
criticism. When first built, with its flat ceiling of 
paint and plaster, its two rows of bastard gothic 
windows one above the other, and its low galleries 
suspended in odd corners, it must have presented 
a most incongruous appearance. All that makes 
ecclesiastical architecture beautiful arches, vault 
ing, carving, mouldings, tracery, buttresses is 
conspicuous by its absence. In that dark age 
church building had sunk to its lowest depths of 
degradation.

The building of the new church must have been 
done very expeditiously, for the minutes record 
that on Qth April, 1776, the annual Vestry meeting 
was held " in the Parochial Chapel of Our Lady 
and Saint Nicholas, being Easter Tuesday, after 
the rebuilding and repairing of the same." The 
parishioners were pleased with their new church, 
the body of which externally presented much the 
same appearance that it does to-day, and nothing 
occurred to disturb their serenity until 1788, when 
some alarm was occasioned by a report from Mr.

1 Amongst the Moore Deeds and Documents in the Public 
Library, Liverpool (No. 384), there is a receipt from Edward Moore 
for repairing "his chancell" in the Chapel of Liverpool, 1667 ; and in 
another Moore Paper (transcribed by Mr. T. N. Morton, and by 
him numbered 72) appears the following, which clearly has refer 
ence to this payment: "1667, whereas time out of the Memory 
of man the Chancell belonging to Edw. Moore of Bank Hall, Esq., 
in Leverpooll Chapell, together with his servants' seat thereunto 
adjoining both of wth are the Antient & Accustomed Beuriall 
place belonging to his family hath allwise been glased, flag'd & 
all other woodwork or Stone work . . . repaired at the sole & proper 
charge of the s'1 Mr. Moore & his Ancestors."

As recently as loth February, 1853, a communication was read from 
Thomas Moore, Senr. (Trims. Hist. Soc. Lanes. andC/tes, t va\.v, p. 100), 
mentioning with regret the demolition of certain pews in the recent 
alterations at St. Nicholas's Church, which from time immemorial had 
belonged to the Bank Hall estate, and were specially mentioned in 
a Deed of Conveyance to the Earl of Derby in 1724.
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John Forrest, stone mason, that the steeple was in 
danger of falling. A special Vestry of the inhabitants 
was hastily summoned, being attended by the mayor, 
the clergy, the churchwardens, " and diverse other 
parishioners and inhabitants," who deputed Mr. John 
Hope, architect, and Messrs. Wainwright and 
Forrest, stone masons, to examine and report. 
Five days afterwards these gentlemen gave it as 
their opinion that in case of very high winds there 
would be danger, and they advised that the upper 
part of the spire should be taken down and carefully 
rebuilt. The Vestry ordered this to be done " with 
all convenient speed."

The next year a large sum was expended in paint 
ing and gilding the interior of the church, the church 
wardens generously charging to their account " £$ 
for allowance of ale to the several workmen who 
beautified the church." Notwithstanding the lavish 
expenditure on decorations, the galleries which had 
been so jealously preserved and tenderly cared for 
were not quite so successful as had been anticipated, 
and by many were considered an eye-sore. Another 
generation had grown to manhood since the absurd 
proposal to retain them had been carried into effect, 
and in 1808 the Vestry recommend that a faculty 
should be obtained for "removing the present 
most inconvenient galleries, and arranging new 
ones in a regular, and as far as may be, uniform 
manner, similar to those at St. Peter's, by which 
at least four hundred additional sittings would be 
obtained."

This drastic proposal met with no opposition, but 
was cheerfully endorsed by the Vestry, and the work 
was ordered to proceed. Unforeseen difficulties, 
however, presented themselves. The committee 
entrusted with the work dolefully reported to the 
next annual Vestry that the work had not yet been 
done because of the very high price of timber,



PLATI- IV. - RICKMAN'S DRAWING OF 
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From tlic west, before the fall of the spire
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From the cast, after the fall of the spire
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" which it is apprehended will continue for a time 
to be an obstacle in the way of carrying into execu 
tion the resolution of the Vestry." But the un 
expected was to happen. Their hands were to be 
forced, despite the high price of timber. Before 
another Easter Vestry assembled the tragedy of the 
spire had been enacted. Roof and walls, galleries 
and pews were crushed beneath the fallen masonry. 

The tale of death and destruction is best told in 
the words of a writer in the local newspaper of the 
day: 1

The dreadful calamity which happened at this place on Sunday 
last [February nth] has left the most awful impression on the 
mind of every person who is capable of the least reflection, not 
only in Liverpool, but in every part of the kingdom through which 
the news of this melancholy disaster has yet been diffused. As 
far as written records extend, or living memory can reach, we 
believe that no casualty in the history of the town of Liverpool 
has produced such destruction of human life as that which we 
are about to record.

On Sunday morning, a few minutes before the commencement 
of divine service, while the bells of the parish church of St. 
Nicholas were ringing the second peal, a portion of the congrega 
tion being already assembled in the church, and more collected 
in the yard, and just as the officiating clergyman was about to 
enter the building, the key-stone of the tower gave way, when 
the north-east corner, together with the adjoining wall, and the 
whole of the spire which was erected on the tower, instantly burst 
through the roof, and fell along the centre aisle. The ruins ex 
tended nearly to the Communion rails, bearing down and demolish 
ing the western gallery, the organ, the reading-desk, and such of 
the seats in the body of the church as they encountered in their 
progress. The first impulses of astonishment and dismay oc 
casioned by the sudden and tremendous shock, were .succeeded 
by a confusion, grief, and anguish which language is unable 
to describe.

The accident having providentially taken place about ten 
minutes before the usual time of opening the service, not more 
than fifteen or twenty grown-up persons were in the church at the 
time, and of these the greater part escaped; but the children of

1 Liverpool Saturday Advertiser, iyth February, 1810. This account 
of the catastrophe is worthy of preservation in a more permanent form 
than the pages of a newspaper. See Plate V.
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the Moorfields Charity School, who are regularly marched in 
procession from the school to the church, somewhat earlier than 
the time of service, had partly entered. The boys following last 
all escaped, but of the girls, who were either entering the porch 
or proceeding up the aisle, we lament to state that a great number 
were instantly overwhelmed beneath the falling pile. The whole 
number of bodies taken out from the ruins is twenty-seven. Of 
these twenty-two were either dead, or died almost immediately 
after their removal; five were taken to the Infirmary, of which 
one died very soon afterwards, and another died yesterday. 1 The 
hideous crash of the steeple and the piercing shriek which im 
mediately issued from those who had escaped in the church or 
were witnesses of the catastrophe in the churchyard, immediately 
brought a large concourse of people to the spot; and we notice 
with pleasure the prompt exertions which were immediately made 
for rescuing the unfortunate victims by the immediate removal of 
the fallen masonry, which were continued with unabated attention 
until the whole of the bodies were extricated, notwithstanding the 
menacing appearance of the remaining part of the tower.

Accidents of this kind usually give rise to many hairbreadth 
and surprising escapes. We have collected the following from 
authentic information. The ringers, though apparently exposed 
to the greatest danger, were all fortunate enough to escape, with 
the exception of one, who was caught in the ruins along with a 
boy fourteen years of age, who was in the steeple at the same 
time. They were, however, both immediately extricated by the 
exertions of the other ringers. The man was but slightly wounded, 
but the boy is since dead. The alarm, it appears, was given to 
the ringers by the falling of a stone upon the fifth bell, which 
prevented its swing, upon which they immediately ran out. A

1 A list of those killed, their ages and addresses : Margaret New 
port (11), Tythebarn Street ; Elizabeth Williams (9), Primrose Hill ; 
Mary Ann Parker (8), Davies Street; Elizabeth Barker (10), Leather 
Lane; Mary May (10), Edmund Street; Mary Place (9), Archer's 
Court, Dale Street; Elizabeth Kay and Ann Kay (9 and 7, sisters) ; 
Elizabeth Stephenson (10), Milk Street; Sarah Elliot (10), daughter 
of Mr. Lillyman's servant ; May Catharine Ashurst (9), Griffiths Court, 
Vernon Street ; Catharine Pritchard (8), Gibraltar Row ; Ellen Kel- 
shaw (8), Tythebarn Street ; Mary Palmer and Elizabeth Palmer (8 
and 9, sisters) ; Sarah Helsby (14), Robert's Court, Edmund Street 
(teacher) ; Elizabeth Griffiths (8); Elizabeth Prenton (6). The above 
were children belonging to the Sunday and Day Charity School, 
Moorfields. Phcebe Parry and Ann Parry (12 and 3, sisters), Chapel 
Court, Plumbe Street; Mr. James Molyneux, cooper, Edmund Street ; 
Esther Evans (65), Hackins Hey; Hannah Ledward (26), Leeds 
Street; Mary Grimes (69), Chorley Street ; Richard Lloyd (14), died 
at the Infirmary the next day. Twenty-five were killed and twenty- 
four more badly wounded.
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moment did not elapse before the bells, beams, and the upper 
floors fell to the bottom of the tower, and their escape would 
have been impossible had not the belfry been upon the ground 
floor.

The Rev. L. Pughe, the officiating minister for the day, entered 
the churchyard at nineteen minutes past ten, having himself 
noticed the clock upon his entrance. He proceeded immediately 
to the great south door, and was in the act of entering it when 
he was stopped for a few seconds by the children of the Moor- 
fields School, who were pressing into the church at the same 
time. Upon his appearance a young woman, a teacher in the 
school and one of the unfortunate sufferers, began to separate 
the children on each side to afford him a passage, when he heard 
a person exclaim, " For God's sake, Mr. Pughe, turn back." He 
stepped back, and looking up, perceived the spire sinking down 
towards the east. Immediately the whole fell in.

The Rev. R. Roughsedge, the Rector, was at the time turning 
the north-west corner of the tower and proceeding to the vestry, 
which is also at the west end of the church. His lady was already 
in the vestry, as were also Mr. Coventry, the clerk, and the 
sexton. The worthy Rector appears to have owed his safety to 
the circumstance of his taking the way on the outside of the 
church to the vestry, in preference to the more direct one 
through the south door and the west aisle. Mr. Knowles, one 
of the churchwardens, having placed his five children in the pew, 
went into the vestry to speak to the clergyman before the service 
commenced, and as he was returning he heard the tremendous 
crash. He soon found, with a degree of terror and alarm which 
can only be conceived by a parent, that the pew in which he had 
left his children was buried beneath the ruins. He soon after 
met Mrs. Knowle.s, and after they had both endured this state 
of agonising expectation for almost half-an-hour, they found that 
the children, contrary to their usual habits and against all prob 
ability, had left the church without their father's permission, 
intending to return as soon as the service should commence, and 
were met by their overjoyed parents in perfect safety.

A person of the name of Martin experienced an escape almost 
miraculous. The pews around him were broken to atoms and 
heaped with stones; but that in which he sat sustained but little 
injury, and he himself got out of the church unhurt. He returned 
public thanks to Almighty God for his astonishing deliverance 
at St. Peter's Church in the afternoon of the same day, very 
properly acknowledging a superintending Providence, equally- 
conspicuous in the most apparently contingent events as in direct 
ing the smooth and regular current of human affairs.

John Brandreth, one of the singers, was the only person in 
the organ gallery, which is placed in the south-west corner of

C



34 St- Nicholas's Church, Liverpool:

the church immediately adjoining the inside of the tower. The 
organ and front of the gallery were brought down and dashed to 
pieces, and Brandreth was buried in the wreck. The incumbent 
weight was, however, sustained by the timbers which surrounded 
him in cross directions, and he was dug out with no other harm 
than a slight cut in the forehead.

With respect to the injury which the church itself has sustained 
by this accident it is evident that the whole of the remaining 
tower must be taken down. The roof is broken through in two 
places. The first opening extends to about one-third of the 
whole length of the church. The massy stone pillars which 
support the roof have preserved the centre entire; but towards 
the east end another considerable opening is made, through 
which the upper part of the spire forced its way, and striking 
against the carved wood partition which divides the chancel 
from the body of the church, has driven the splinters as far as 
the altar itself. Almost the whole of the pews in the centre of 
the church are either entirely demolished or much injured.

The activity and humanity of the Mayor and Magistrates, the 
gentlemen of the faculty who gave their assistance, and the subor 
dinate officers of the police, are deserving of the highest applause.

No less than nineteen of these unfortunate sufferers, consisting 
of the girls belonging to the Moorfields School, were buried at 
St. John's Church on Tuesday last. They were attended to the 
grave by a great number of girls of their own age, friends and 
acquaintances, decently habited in white and walking in proces 
sion. The spectacle was solemn and deeply affecting.

The work of removing the ruins was commenced 
at once, and Mr. Thomas Harrison, of Chester, was 
commissioned to submit a design for a new tower. 
A special Vestry met on 27th September, 1810, 
when it was resolved that " a Gothic steeple as pre 
pared by Mr. Harrison has their entire approba 
tion." At the same time Harrison placed before 
them a design for a new church corresponding in 
architectural style with the approved elevation of 
the tower. This was declined, and for the moment 
it seemed probable that Harrison might find himself 
supplanted by another architect. A committee was 
appointed to examine the walls of the church, and 
if they were found to be substantial it was resolved 
" that some eminent architect prepare a tower to
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correspond with the style of the church " ! Fortu 
nately wiser counsels prevailed, and Harrison's 
design for the tower was accepted. The walls upon 
examination were found to be firm and uninjured ; 
and it was decided to repair the damaged roof, to 
build vestries on each side of the tower, to erect 
new galleries on the north and south sides and at the 
west end, and to rearrange the pews on the ground 
floor in a regular and uniform manner.

The foundation stone of the new tower was laid 
on 25th September, 1811, by James Drinkwater, 
then Mayor. At the expiration of three years the 
tower was approaching completion, and at the Easter 
Vestry of 1814 it was resolved "that an elegant 
and appropriate lantern be erected on the tower 
now building from a design to be prepared by Mr. 
Harrison." By 4th August, 1815, the tower and 
lantern were finished, at a cost of .£22,000.

A great mistake was made in designing the ves 
tries (on the north and south sides of the tower) on 
a triangular ground-plan. An opportunity to make 
a really fine west front presented itself, but unhappily 
it was missed. A new three-light window of Gothic 
design was placed in the east wall of the chancel, 
and two decorated canopied niches on either side of 
it, from drawings by Mr. Harrison. These niches 
still await their statues.

An enlargement of the churchyard was also 
effected by the removal of a building at the west 
end of the church, long known as the " Ince Boat 
House," and afterwards as " Hinde's Tavern." 1 It 
obstructed a full view of the church from the west, 
and was inconveniently placed. In all the old pic 
tures of the church this house, altered from time to 
time, can be recognised.2 The churchwardens were

1 See Plates IV. and VI.
z In the " Assessment" for 1708 this building cannot be identified ; 

but it is entered in Gore's first Directory, 1766, as the " Ince Boat
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able to purchase it on reasonable terms, and it was 
pulled down, and the ground on which it stood 
thrown into the churchyard, 1 the ceremony of con 
secration being performed by the Bishop of Chester 
on 26th October, 1814.

The last alterations of any importance were made 
in 1851. The whole of the ground floor of the 
church was re-pewed, and the present carved oak 
pulpit, communion rails, and choir stalls placed in 
the church. The west gallery was taken down and 
a small organ-gallery built in its place. A new 
font,2 the gift of Robert Hutchinson, was placed
House," with Thomas Gamon as the occupier. The present writer 
believes that the basement of this house formed part of the Chapel of 
St. Mary del Quay (see Appendix).

1 At the same time (i3th May, 1814) another parcel of land "on 
the westerly side and at the upper end of Stringer's Alley" was pur 
chased and added to the churchyard. The two properties contained 
261 square yards, and the purchase price was _^iyoo. There had 
been an extension of the churchyard westward in 1749. A part of 
the sea strand, about 60 feet in depth, at a lower level, was enclosed 
by a massive wall ; and in 1752 it was leased by the Corporation to 
the parish for goo years at a rent of five shillings per annum, and 
duly consecrated. Seven years afterwards (1759) permission was 
given for a strip of this ground to be utilised as a battery for the 
defence of the port, and it was mounted with fourteen guns. The 
battery was dismantled in 1772. This land and a portion of the 
ancient burial ground (about seven yards in depth) were acquired by 
the Corporation in 1885 for the purpose of widening the roadway to 
the east of George's Dock gates. The bodies were mostly removed 
to Everton Cemetery, Fazakerley, under powers conferred by the 
Liverpool Improvement Act, 1882 (45 Vict. cap. 55, royal assent, 
igth June, 1882). There were few graves of recent date, as St. 
Nicholas's Churchyard had been finally closed for burials i8th April, 
1854 (Order of Council, dated 7th April, 1854).

2 The old font was lent to the chapel of the Emigration Depot at 
North Birkenhead. About twenty years ago, when the writer was 
one of the churchwardens of the parish of Liverpool, he made many 
inquiries with a view to trace and recover this font, but was unsuc 
cessful. In a History of Liverpool (Anonymous), 1795, it' s sa'd that 
this font was made of marble, and that it was octagonal in form. It 
had a peculiar cover, which is referred to in the Okill MSS. (vol. iv. 
p. 419) as follows : " The cover presents an ancient Gothic spire, well 
carved in wood, painted and gilt in a very curious manner. It is 
mentioned as a tradition among many old inhabitants that this cover 
is a model of the spire of a cathedral in Spain, and that it was cap 
tured on board a Spanish prize taken by Letter of Marque from 
Liverpool in the war against the Spaniards, which commenced in the 
year 1655."
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in the south aisle, near the south door. The floors 
of the middle aisle, chancel, and sanctuary were 
tiled, and the whole of the interior walls cleaned 
and decorated. After being closed for several 
months the church was re-opened on Easter Sunday, 
nth April, I852.1

Of the first church not a vestige remains above 
ground. The foundations of the nave piers and 
possibly the foundation of part of the walls may 
still be in situ, but to the eye nothing is visible. 
The church of 1775 still stands; and the graceful 
tower of 1815, which will soon be celebrating its 
centenary, still keeps sentinel over the noble river, 
although dwarfed now by the lofty commercial 
offices which hem it in on every side. The conse 
crated ground in which it stands God's Acre is 
the one quiet green spot in a neighbourhood wholly 
devoted to the worship of Mammon. For centuries 
the "Old Church" has been the sanctuary and shrine 
of generations of Liverpool men and women. Rich 
and poor, high and low, have lived and died beneath 
the shadow of its hallowed walls. It still attracts 
the multitude. Far removed, as it now is, from the 
residential quarters of the ever-expanding city, its 
magnetic influence draws from their suburban homes 
alike the merchant and his clerk, the wealthy and 
the toiling masses. It is still the most crowded

1 The cost of the improvement and other particulars of the work 
then undertaken are given in the author's Inventory of the Parish 
Churches of Liverpool (\%^\ p. 127. The inscriptions on the mural 
tablets and in the windows will be found in his Liverpool in the Reign 
of Queen Anne (1908), Appendix, pp. 120-135. The following in 
scription on the east wall of the north-east vestibule was inadver 
tently omitted: " Eliz. relict of Aid" Baldwin ofWiganwas interr'd 
near this place Jany 24th 1733, aged 84. Also Sarah, wife of Tho" 
Baldwin, M.A., and da" of Jn° Waring of Liverpool, Esqr, May 22 ml
1743."

A number of faculties and other documents recently found and 
utilised in the foregoing narrative have enabled the author to coirect 
one or two opinions in regard to the architectural history of the 
church expressed by him in the two volumes above mentioned.



38 St. Nicholas s Chitrch, Liverpool

church in Liverpool, an inspiration and hope to 
many on their setting forth to distant lands, a first 
halting-place for thanksgiving to those returning to 
their old home. True, it has had its times of stress 
and trouble ; it has passed through many vicissi 
tudes ; more than once it has had to fight for its 
very existence, but the people at large have ever 
been loyal and devoted to their ancient parochial 
chape], and out of each tribulation it has come forth 
strengthened and renewed, and more firmly than 
ever enshrined in the heart and affections of the 
parishioners. What lies before it in the future, 
when St. Peter's is taken down, it is impossible to 
predict. Meanwhile it continues to fulfil its high 
and holy purpose its altar all-glorious, its choir 
resounding with anthems of praise a living church 
worthy of a great and prosperous city, a city of 
which the citizens are justly proud, whose wealth 
and magnificence have few compeers in the modern 
world.
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APPENDIX

THE SITE OF THE CHAPEL OF 
ST. MARY DEL KEY

AN interesting account of the Chapel of St. Mary del Key was 
written in 1902 by John Elton, 1 but he did not attempt to fix 
its site. This consecrated edifice had a strange and varied career 
 first a chapel, then the town's warehouse, subsequently a 
school, and finally a common tavern.

The building was necessarily altered from time to time to suit 
its changed conditions, but in every view of the Church of St. 
Nicholas it always appears in the foreground, and in the lower 
storey one of the ancient windows very suggestive of Norman 
work is conspicuous. The ground-plan varied, and the upper 
storeys may have been rebuilt more than once. If the resolution 
of the Parish Vestry of loth September, 1745, was carried into 
effect, it explains the disappearance of the eastern half 2 of the 
building, which was inconveniently near to St. Nicholas's Church. 
The Parish Vestry resolved "that the old building adjoining to 
the said Chappel, wherein John Walker teaches school, being 
become ruinous and a great nuisance to the church, be pulled 
down, and that the Churchward(ens) be empowered to do it." 3 
By what authority they passed this resolution is not clear. At 
that date the building was in lease to Joseph Clitherall, and even 
should the lease have run out, it was the property of the Cor 
poration, and not of the parish. A diligent search in the Town 
Books has failed to disclose any reference to the transaction, 
and the accounts of the parish furnish no evidence of any dis 
bursements which, by the most free interpretation, could be 
construed into a payment for such a purpose. It is possible, of 
course, that some arrangement was made between the parish and 
the Corporation at that time, but there is no record of it to be 
found. Twenty years earlier the building had been divided into 
two dwelling-houses, and when Perry made his survey in 1769

1 Trans. Hist. Soc. Lanes, and dies., vol. liv. (1904), p. 73. 
- Marked " I " on the Plan. See p. 41. 
3 Vestry Books, vol. i. p. 134.
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it is quite certain that the eastern half, 1 comprising probably the 
whole of one of the houses, had been taken down, and the 
ground which in all the leases is included in the measurements 
of the property formed a convenient back-yard.

The following references to the building, and to the buildings 
adjoining and near to it, arranged in chronological order, point 
conclusively to the " Ince Boat House," afterwards known as 
" Hinde's Tavern," as the site of this ancient chapel, some 
portion of which was in existence as recently as 1814, when it 
was finally demolished and the land cleared of all buildings, 
added to the churchyard, and again consecrated:

THE BUILDINGS MARKED " I" AND " J " ON THE PLAN

1456, June 25. In the Vatican Archives there is a Bull of 
Pope Calixtus III., confirming indulgences granted by the Arch 
bishop of Canterbury and others to persons attending the 
" Chapel of St. Mary de Key" in the cemetery of the Chapel of 
Lyverpolle on certain days and giving alms for its repair. 2

" 1459, December 14. John Bishop of Lichfield granted an 
indulgence of forty days to penitents who, being confessed and 
being contrite, should expend, bequeath, give or in any way 
assign charitable offerings to the constitution, edification, repara 
tion or reformation of the Chapel of the Blessed Mary within 
the cemetery [of the] chapel of the town of Liverpool, commonly 
called the Chapel of St. Mary del Key, standing and being in 
honour of St. Mary the Virgin . . . the rector and vicar of the 
parish of Walton to be empowered to celebrate masses and divine 
services in the said chapel." [Lichfield Episcopal Registers 
(Hales), 124.]

" 1464. Charles Gelybrond and Ellen his wife bequeathed 
to the Chapel of St. Mary of the Quay, otherwise to the altar of 
St. Katherine or to the altar of St. Mary in the Chapel of St. 
Nicholas,3 a donation from land and tenements in Garston, late 
had from John Garston." [Town Books, vol. iii. p. 549.]

1515, May 10. Rector John Crosse by his Will bequeathed

1 Marked " I " on the Plan.
1 Vatican Archives, Reg. Vat. 457, fol. 269. This is the earliest 

document yet found in which the Chapel of St. Mary del Key is 
mentioned by name.

* Elton advanced a new theory as to the location of three of the 
chantries, hitherto generally understood to have been founded in the 
Chapel of St. Nicholas. This extract disproves EIton's theory that 
the altar of St. Mary was in the Chapel of the Key, and clearly re 
quired some explanation ; but he summarily dismissed it in the 
following footnote : " an obvious clerical error for ' in the Chapel of 
Liverpool! "
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" the ' seller' under the new [house] called our Ladye Howse 
... to helpe the prest that synges afore our Ladye of the 
Chapell of the Key." [Vestry Books, vol. i., Appendix K.]

1553, March 31. Under the authority of the Act i Eclw. VI, 
cap. 14 (1547), the chapel of Blessed Mary " de le Key" at 
Lytherpole was seized by the King's Commissioners, and valued 
by them at twenty shillings, as appears in the Receiver's Account. 
[Lancashire Chantries, vol. ii. (Chet. Soc., vol. lx.), pp. 277-8. 
Soon after this it was purchased by the Liverpool Corporation.]
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(From Perry's Plan of Liverpool, 1769)

1572.   "Mr. Bavand shall bring in or cause to be brought in 
the keys of the old chapell, now the town's new warehouse." 
[Town Books, vol. ii. fol. 32.]

1574.   Potter charged " for a porcion of the towne storehouse 
quondam the Chappell of the Keyth." [Town Books, vol. ii. 
fol. 89.]

1579.   "repair and maintain that part of the wall under the 
little old stone chapel being ruinous and decayed," resolved " that
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the rents of the stonne chapell bewest the churche of this towne 
shall be paid to the Maior for the time beinge ever hereafter to 
the towne's use." [Town Books, vol. ii. fol. 190.]

1581. " the rents of the Chappell of the Key shall be paide 
to the Maior for the use of the towne as heretofore." [Ibid.]

1582. "the little stone chapel in the churchyard shall remain 
to the town, and the Maior at his pleasure shall receive the key 
of the same for the town's use and benefit." [Town Books, 
vol. ii. fol. 251.]

1583. " the stone chapel belonging to this town shall be let 
to the best profit of the town." [Town Books, vol. ii. fol. 273.]

1586. " whosoever hath or shall have the stone chapel in the 
churchyard shall pay and yield the accustomed rent for the same." 
[Town Books, vol. ii. fol. 314.]

1611. "a wall of the cemetery of the Chapel of St. Nicholas 
on the east part of the free school." [Town Books, vol. ii. fol. 
743. This would be the wall at the top of the steps, marked 
" K " on the plan.]

1673. Blome, the antiquary, says: "a great piece of antiquity, 
formerly a chappel, now a free school." 1 [Magna Britannia,
P- I34-]

1721, May 19. "Joseph Clitherall petitioning for a lease of 
the late old school in the old churchyard and proposing to im 
prove it by turning it into a dwelling house, it is ordered accord 
ingly for three lives and twenty one years paying ^25 fine and 
a five shillings per annum rent." [Town Books, vol. vi. p. 457.]

1721, June i. "the old stone building formerly a school at 
the north west corner of the old churchyard fronting the shore 
next to John Walker's on the north side, and containing 14 yards 
in length and 7 yards in breadth, now made into two dwelling 
houses," was leased to Joseph Clitherall for three lives (Joseph, 
the lessee, Richard and Christopher, his sons) and twenty one 
years, at five shillings per annum ground rent. [Register of 
Leases, in Town Clerk's Orifice, Book A, 26 C.]

1721, November i. "Whereas by order of Councill of the 
2 ist day of June last past, Mr. Mayor was requested to visitt the 
Free School of this Burrough, late in the old churchyard, but by 
reason of its scituation on the sea shore was manifestly incon-

1 In Sir John Prestwich's MS. History of Liverpool, on p. 197, 
he writes as follows regarding the chapel: " Camden writes of it,' At 
the West End of this Chapel formerly stood a Statue of Si. Nicholas, 
to which the Sailors made an offering when they went to Sea.' But 
in an ancient Manuscript which I have copy'd it is thus mentioned : 
' To Wester end of chaple in Litherpole stondeth ye Ymage of our 
Holye patryn Saynt Nycholase to whom Se ferein Men payth Ofryns 
& Vous. And a Freer serveth to receve them fro al syk-fok. And 
Se-fok getethe the seynt Nychlase Lofe. 1 " [Prestwich's MS. is 
preserved at the Public Library, Liverpool. F. 778.]
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venient, and a great hindrance to the schollars improveing ; and 
is now remov'd and fix'd in School Lane . . . instead of the old 
school which the Corp" hath since converted and made into a 
dwelling-house and apply'd the moneys ariseing therefrom towards 
the charge of altering and enlargeing such new school." [Town 
Books, vol. vi. p. 467.]

1745, September 10. "Also ordered, that the old building 1 
adjoining to the said chappel, wherein John Walker teaches 
school, being become ruinous and a great nuisance to the church, 
be pulled down, and that the churchward[ens] be impowered to 
do it." [Vestry Books, vol. i. p. 134.]

1752, April 8. Lease renewed to Henry Stringfellow for three 
lives (Christopher Clitherall, of Antigua, marriner ; Ann, the wife 
of John Shaw, marriner; and Ellis, son of Robert Gleave, of 
Stretton in Cheshire, sadler) and twenty one years, at a ground 
rent of five shillings, of " two small houses near the west end or 
corner of the old church steeple, adjoining to a messuage of 
John Walker, 2 and to the flagged walk 3 of the old church on the 
south, and to a new inclosed pieee of ground 4 on the west, and 
in breadth to the said new inclosed land 27 feet, and in depth 
along the said John Walker's premises 38 feet 6 inches, and in 
breadth at the east end 18 feet, and in front to the southwaid 
28 feet, exclusive of a parlour 5 at the south west end of said 
premises and which extends further 10 feet 6 inches, and contain 
in front eastward 8 feet 6 inches, and bounded on the south by a 
passage of 10 feet 6 inches, and no corps to be buried within 
6 feet. [Register of Leases, Book A, 62 S.]

1766. "Thomas Gamon, the Ince Boat House, Old Church 
yard." [Gore's first Directory.}

1783, December 13. Lease surrendered and granted to John 
Hinde, victualler, for three lives (Ellis Gleave, 44; George, his 
son, 12 ; Thomas Sudworth, jun1'., 12) and twenty-one years at 
a ground rent of five shillings, of " a messuage east [? west] side 
of old Churchyard, front 38 feet 9 inches, depth backward on 
north side 38 feet 9 inches. On the south side 42 feet 6 inches, 
breadth at the back 26 feet 4 inches." In a later hand, "for 
merly the Town School situate within the churchyard and latterly 
the Ince Boat House." [Register of Leases, Book B, 100, H.]

1806. The residue of the Lease was purchased from John 
Hinde by the Corporation. [Register of Leases, Book B, 100, H.]

1814. May 13. Sold by the Corporation. "The Rectors and 
Churchwardens of the Parish of Liverpool, purchasers, of all

1 Marked " I " on the Plan.
2 Marked "G" on the Plan.
3 Marked " M " on the Plan.
4 Part of the sea strand added to the churchyard in 1749. 
6 Marked " H " on the Plan.
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that messuage or dwelling house and tenement with the yard * 
thereunto belonging situate, standing and being on the east 
[? west] of the old churchyard in Liverpool aforesaid next between 
and adjoining to Chapel Street on the north side, and to the 
Old Churchyard on the south side, and being bounded at the 
back by the said Old Churchyard, which said premises contain 
to the front of Old Churchyard 38 feet 9 inches, and run in rear 
or depth backwards on the north side 38 feet 9 inches, and on 
the south side in a broken line 42 feet 6 inches, and are in 
breadth at the back or east side 26 feet 4 inches, or thereabouts. 
And also all that parcel of land on the westerly side and at the 
upper end of Stringer's Alley, and the building thereon, 2 con 
taining in front to the said Alley 62 feet 10 inches, and to the new 
Burial Ground in the Old Churchyard 60 feet 9 inches, in depth 
on the northerly side 19 feet 4 inches, and on the south side 
19 feet 6 inches. Purchase money ^1700." [Register of 
Grants, vol. i. fol. 396.]

1814, January i. Mathew Gregson writes: "the building 
adjoining the old church [Hinde's Tavern] is now at the very 
moment I am writing pulling down, which will exhibit a fine 
tower now building in a truly Gothic style, that does honour 
to the architect, Mr. Harrison, of Chester." [Gent. Mag., 
Jan. 1814, p. 39.]

1814, October 26. Consecrated and added to the churchyard. 
[Consecration Deed in St. Nicholas's Church, to be printed in 
forthcoming vol. ii., Vestry Books.]

THE BUILDING ADJOINING, MARKED "G" ON THE PLAN
" 1689, December 14. In lease to Edward Herle, Esq., a 

house and warehouse at bottom of Chapel Street." [Rental in 
Town Books, vol. iv. fol. 517.]

1720, April 12. Lease renewed to John Walker of " a messuage 
north of Old Church steeple, next to Joseph ClitheralPs." [Register 
of Leases, Book A, No. 4, W.]

1764, August 4. Lease renewed to William Boates for three 
lives (Bryan, son of Bryan Hodgson, of Buxton, 20 ; Samuel, 
son of Samuel Shaw, mer. 18; and Ann, widow of Thos. Carr, 
mariner, 28) and twenty one years at thirteen shillings ground 
rent, of a " warehouse and dwelKng house over it, south side of 
Chapel Street. Front 87 feet i inch,3 bounded on the west by

1 This yard would be the land on which that part of the building 
stood which was taken down by order of the Parish Vestry in 1745, 
marked " I " on the Plan.

2 Marked " L" on the Plan.
5 If the walls not abutting on any building are measured, i.e. the 

walls facing the west, the east, and the north, they will be found 
approximately 87 feet.
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steps 1 leading from off the sea strand into old Churchyard, on 
the east by a Buttress or steps 2 leading out of Chapel Street into 
said Churchyard, and on the south by House of Henry String- 
fellow." [Register of Leases, Book A, 124, B.]

1772. "These premises purchased from Lessee" by the 
Corporation " for ^600, and pulled down and site laid into the 
street." [Register of Leases, Book A, 124, B.]

THE BUILDING ADJOINING MARKED " E" ON THE PLAN

1675. July 3. At an Assembly then held, "It is ordered that 
the Fishstones neere to the Exchange be speedily removed into 
Chappell Street under the church wall over against [i.e. opposite] 
Lancelott's new house and other new houses there." [Town 
Books, vol. iv. fol. 95.]

1676. May 3. At an Assembly, "Ordered that all Fishermen 
or women that shall bring any Fish to this towne to expose to 
sale shall bring the same to the new Fishowse built for that 
purpose." [Town Books, vol. iv. fol. 121.]

1678, September 26. At an Assembly, "Ordered that the 
Fish house with the tolls for fish and potatoes bee leased to Edward 
Tarleton, senior, for the fine of ^150 for the terme of three lives 
and twentie one years, the said Edward Tarleton paying five 
shillings yearly rent." [Town Books, vol. iv. fol. 173-]

1689, December 14. "Chappell Street, Aldnl Edward Tarleton 
for the Fish house, 13.?. ^d." [Rental in Town Books, vol. iv.
fol. 5i7-]

1719, October 7. At an Assembly, "Ordered that a lease be 
granted to Edward Tarleton of the Fish house, and the tolls of 
all roots brought hither for two lives to one life and 21 years in 
being." [Town Books, vol. vi. fol. 432.]

1771, August 7. "Ordered that the old Fish House and 
Premises at the bottom of Chappell Street be pulled down in 
September next, immediately after they fall out of lease." [Town 
Books, vol. xi. fol. 562.]

1771. " Pulled down accordingly." [Street Register in Town 
Clerk's Office, Book B, fol. 19.]

THE BUILDING MARKED "F" ON THE PLAN

1677-78, February 7. At an Assembly, "It is ordered that 
the wast between the Fishouse 3 and the old stairs betwixt that 
and Mr. Herle's house 4 be granted to Alderman Richmond for

1 Marked " N " on the Plan. 
- Marked "K" on the Plan.
3 Marked "E" on the Plan.
4 Marked " G " on the Plan.
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three lives and twenty-one years at vi<f. per annum rent, he mak 
ing a new pair of staires 1 were [sic] the old ones were, and build 
ing on the said wast a good building of brick or stone with one 
floor thro' the same, also procuring the Lord Bishopp's order for 
building into the Churchyard, lineable with the Fish house at his 
own charge." [Town Books, vol. iv. fol. 170.]

1689, December 14. In lease to " Doctor Sylvester Richmond, 
his warehouse, Chappell Street, 6d." [Rental in Town Books, 
vol. iv. fol. 517.]

1692-3, January 14. "It is order'd that Mr. Silvester Rich 
mond have a life added to the Warehouse neer the Fish house 
for twentie shillings Fine. The smalnesse of the Fine is in con- 
sideracion that his keeping up the said warehouse is a support to 
the Chappell." [Town Books, vol. iv. fol. 629.]

1702, August 28. "A messuage below the Fish house on 
the south side of Chappell Street, containing to the front 20 yards 
leased to Silvester Richmond for three lives (Francesca Elizabetha, 
the wife; Brooke, the son and Henry, the brother of Lessee) 
and twenty one years at a ground rent of 6d. per annum." 
[Register of Leases, Book A, i, R.]

1774. Purchased from Lessee's representatives by the Corpora 
tion, pulled down, and added to the street. [Register of Leases, 
Book A, i, R.]

1 Marked " K " on the Plan.


