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TRANSACTIONS

A LIVERPOOL CASTLE TOKEN 

By Charles R. Hand

Read 2oth February 1913

THE issue of Tradesmen's Tokens during the 
period of the Commonwealth and Restora­ 

tion was due to the pressing want of small coinage 
felt by the tradesmen of England, Wales, and Ire­ 
land. This caused them to issue, under the town's 
license, 1 small coins called tokens, of the value of 
a farthing, a halfpenny, and a penny, which they 
undertook to redeem at their nominal value when 
called upon to do so.

So far as I am aware only fourteen of these tokens 
were issued by the tradesmen of Liverpool during the 
seventeenth century. The following are the details :

(1) obv. Addam   Crvmpton = A. C.
rev. in   Leverpool = 1657. [A Farthing.]

(2) obv. Ralph   Hall in = [detrited]. 
rev. Liverpoole = 1661.

(3) obv. Ralph-Hall = 1661.
rev. of   Liverpoole = R. E. H. [A Farthing.]

(4) obv. Edward   Williamson" of=The Drapers' Arms. 
rev. Liverpoole   Alderman = His   Halfe   Penny.

1 That not a few of the tradesmen endeavoured to evade this 
license is evidenced by the following presentment :

" 1669, March %th, WILLIAM LORD STRANGE Maior. 
" Great Port Moot.
"Wee present Mr. Thomas lohnson, Mr. George Bennett, Mr. lohn 

Pemberton, Mr. Richard Crompton, Mr. William Bushell, Mr. Edward 
Williamson, and Peter Atherton, all for puttinge forthe halfe-penys 
without the townes lycense. Am'ced in xls a peece." Liverpool 
Municipal Records, vol. i. p. 313. 

a Mayor of Liverpool in 1663.
A



2 A Liverpool Castle Token

(5) obv. Edward   Williamson = The Drapers' Arms.
rev. of   Liverpool   Alderman = His   Half   Peny.1

(6) obv. George   Bennett   in = A Ship.
rev. Liverpoole   1666 = His   Half- Peny.

(7) obv. Thomas   Johnson 2 = The Grocers' Arms.
rev. in   Liverpoole   1666 = His   Half   Peny.

(8) obv. lohn   Pemberton 3 = The Apothecaries' Arms.
rev. in   Liverpoole   1666 = His   Half   Peny.

(9) obv. Richard   Crvmpton = An anchor fouled.
rev. of- Liverpoole   1667 = His   Half   Peny.

(10) obv. Peter   Atherton = A sugarloaf.
rev. of   Liverpoole   1668 = His   Half   Peny.

(n) obv. Charles   Christian = Liverpool Castle.
rev. Grocer in   Liverpoole = His   Penny   1669.

(12) obv. Samvell   Rathborne = A lion rampant.
rev. of   Liverpoole   1669 = His   Half   Peny.

(13) obv. William   Dweryhowse = His   Penny.
rev. In   Liverpoole   1670 = Arms in a shield: Three 

	buckles, two and one.
(14) obv. Roger   Gorsvch   mercer = The babes in the wood.

rev. in   Leverpoole   1672 = His   Peny. [Heart-shaped.]

Only three of them were of the value of a penny  
of which the scarcest is probably that which I now 
bring before the notice of the Society.

I became aware of its existence many years ago, 
through an interesting paper by Mr. Henry Ecroyd 
Smith, on " Local Numismatic Waifs and Strays," 
read before the members of the Liverpool Numis­ 
matic Society on September 5, 1871. It dealt 
with the various coins unearthed on Meols beach 
in Cheshire between 1861 and 1870, among them 
being the penny token of Charles Christian. The 
finding had been recorded in Dr. Hume's Ancient 
Meols, published in 1863. This token was found 
on the beach in 1861, but, although careful inquiry 
has been made, I have not succeeded in discovering 
the possessor of it.

Search for another specimen seemed likely to
1 It is uncertain if this token exists, although an engraving of it 

appears in Snell's Coinage of Great Britain.
2 Mayor of Liverpool in l67o,andfatherofSirThomas Johnson, M, P.
3 Bailiff in 1660, and builder of the first house in Moore Street.



THE CASTLE TOKEN

(Sise oj Original]

LIVERPOOL CASTLE IN 1656

(Engraving by Daniel A'ing)

(Harl. MS. 2073, f. 130)

CONJECTURAL VIEW OF LIVERPOOL CASTLE GATE, 1669

( ll'ater-co/our />y Fred. Beattie)



A Liverpool Castle Token 3

end in failure, when, to my surprise, Mr. John 
Wilson, of London, author of The History of 
Walton, informed me that he had succeeded in 
finding one of these pennies in the British Museum; 
and I was delighted to receive, a few days later, 
the following letter :

BRITISH MUSEUM, Deer. \st, 1911.
DEAR SIR, Enclosed is a pair of casts from the Token you 

indicated. The words HIS PENNY 1669 arc terribly worn away, 
and it will only be by careful shading that the photographer 
will make any success of it, Yours truly, A. P. READY.

This letter was accompanied by the casts men­ 
tioned, and I placed them in the hands of the 
Kodak Co., who succeeded in producing the excel­ 
lent photograph now exhibited.

The coin is exactly seven-eighths of an inch in 
diameter. On the obverse is the inscription 
CHARLES   CHRISTIAN, and in the centre or field, 
surrounded by a dotted circle, is depicted the gate­ 
way of a castle, with a tower on each side and 
a third tower above. Round the reverse are the 
words GROCER   OF   LIVERPOOLE, and within an inner 
dotted circle, the words HIS   PENNY   1669.

All the known members of the Christian family, 
in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, resided 
in what was then designated the " South Side " of 
the town, a term due to

The custom with the rating authority in those days to draw an 
imaginary line along Dale Street from the east, and to continue 
it down Water Street as far as the river, and thus to divide the 
town into two parts, known respectively as the North Side and 
the South Side a custom which has lingered to this day in the 
terms the North End and the South End. 1

Grocers in the seventeenth century were dealers 
in a curious medley of articles. In the introduction

1 Liverpool in the Reign of Queen Anne, by Mr. Henry Feet, F.S.A., 
P-3-
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to his work on Seventeenth Century Tokens, issued 
in 1858, William Boyne remarked :

Admiral Smyth thus humorously describes a grocer of the 
period. In country places a grocer comprehended a most 
exhaustive dealer in hardware, gingerbread, bobbins, laces, 
haberdashery, mousetraps, curling-tongs, candles, soap, bacon, 
pickles, and every variety of grocery, besides which they sold 
small coins for money changing. Tea, the staple by which 
grocers now make gross fortunes, had not then obtained its 
footing; for this lymph must then have been beyond the means 
of most sippers, seeing that, in 1666, a pound of tea cost sixty 
shillings ; and money was then at a far higher value than in the 
present century. The multifarious ramifications of these traders 
justified the application of the term "grocers," as well as to 
those "engrossing" merchandise, because they sold by the gross. 
Their more ancient name was " pepperers," from the drugs and 
spices which they sold; a branch which was mostly abstracted 
from them, not long before the epoch of the tokens, by a 
seceding party, who were incorporated by James I under the 
designation of Apothecaries.

Unfortunately the local references to Charles 
Christian are but scanty. In 1671 we find his 
name in the " Catalogue of Free Burgesses of 
Liverpool," and in 1673 he was taxed for one 
hearth. Other members of the same family appear 
to be : John Christiann, marchant, buried at St. 
Nicholas's, July 26, 1667, and Thomas Christian, 
taxed for five hearths in 1673. This Thomas 
Christian, being "voted to the Council" in 1664, 
refused to subscribe his renunciation of the Covenant; 
but he was afterwards a member of the Council from 
23rd March 1668 to i6th January 1670; was one 
of the four " Marshall Praizers" responsible for the  . 
Presentments on 24th October 1670; and, on 2nd \ 
August 1671, was himself "presented" for "one 
quart."

The rate assessment book for 1705 and 1708 
contains several references to different members 
of the family. From the assessment for 1705,
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A Liverpool Castle Token 5

we learn that Cavallairo Christian J occupied Mr. 
Jonathan Brookes' house in Atherton Street, and 
in 1708 he was still the tenant.

We also find among the " Freemen in Mr. John­ 
son's time " the name of William Christian, who, 
in 1705, tenanted a house on the "Waterside," 
owned by Mr. John Fells; but, by the year 1708, 
he had removed to a house belonging to Widow 
Mary Blundell, in Preeson's Rowe ; and in 1/05, 
another Christian, James by name, residing in a 
house of which Georg. Holland was the owner, in 
Saint James (now James) Street.

The list apparently closes with the name of Philip 
Christian, who, according to Gore's Directory for 
1766, then resided in Lord Street, and to whom 
Mr. Ecroyd Smith referred when he stated that 
" the issuer (of the token) was probably an ancestor 
of Philip Christian, the eminent potter, after whom 
Christian Street was named."

Now we are to consider if this token sheds any 
light upon local topography.

The noted antiquary, Mr. Llewellyn Jewitt, says 
of tradesmen's tokens that, "issued by the people, 
they tell of the people, and become imperishable 
records of that most important estate of the realm "; 
but Boyne, to whose work reference has been made, 
did not consider the tokens to be trustworthy wit­ 
nesses, for he stated in his introduction, " Views of 
Public Edifices : as churches, castles, bridges, &c. ; 
these are mostly unlike the structures represented." 
In 1889 and 1891 an enlarged and revised edition 
of the book was issued by George C. Williamson.

1 In the "Liverpool Lists of Emigrants to America, 1697-1706,'' 
the entry appears of " An Account of Servants that went to Pensil- 
vania, Virginia, or Maryland, in the good ship The Experiment, of 
Liverpool, Cavaliero Christian, master, all bound to Mr. John Hughes, 
owner of the said ship, August 16, 1699 16 emigrants." Tram. 
Lanes, and Chcs. Hist. Soc., vol. xvii. (N.S.) p. 184.
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Herein the opinion quoted is replaced by the 
statement that

As memorials of a period which was perhaps more important 
and eventful than any other in English history, these tokens are 
acknowledged to be of high value. They circulated in nearly 
every town in the kingdom, and they bear upon them records 
of families, companies, ancient inns, old customs, and many 
matters of topographical interest. In many instances an 
interesting light is thrown upon the buildings and streets of 
the place of issue.

In an article on the " Historical Evidence and 
Information gathered from the Traders' Tokens 
of the Seventeenth Century," Mr. Williamson gave 
the following examples :

On a token of Bideford, the old beacon on the bridge, long 
since removed, is accurately depicted. ... A west-country token 
was struck at the Pack Horse Inn, and bears a pack-saddle on 
it, and it has been the means of identifying the portion of bridle­ 
path or pack-saddle road in a village about which there was 
some doubt, but the inn that was situated near it having been 
proved by the token to have once borne the name of Pack 
Horse, the position of the road was fixed. 1

An examination of the illustrations in William- 
son's Trade Tokens in the Seventeenth Century, 
and Batty's Catalogue of Copper Coinage in Great 
Britain, will amply justify the statement that Boyne 
was somewhat hasty in his assertion.

Then comes the question, Is the castle shown 
on this token merely a conventional " triple-towered 
castle," or can it be regarded as a picture of Liver­ 
pool Castle as it existed about 1669 ?

In order to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion, it 
is necessary to ascertain what views of the castle 
have come down to us.

The earliest view is that drawn, in the year 1656, 
by Daniel King, the publisher of Vale Royal, and 
reproduced, not quite accurately, in Gregson's 
Fragments.

1 Trails. Royal Hist. Sot:, new series, vol. iv., 1889, p. 187.
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8 A Liverpool Castle Token

The next is that of an old panel painting measur­ 
ing 27 inches by 18 inches, in my possession; it is 
signed " R. W. 1680," and has the ancient crest of 
the town. This, excepting a more correct drawing 
of the perspective of the castle and the shipping in 
the foreground, is practically identical with the 
painting in the possession of the corporation, known 
as the "Ralph Peters view." 1

Up to 1908, it was generally acknowledged that 
the "Peters" canvas was the only trustworthy 
view. But in that year it was claimed 2 that the 
right-hand side of the picture, including the castle, 
had been apparently added at a later date ; and the 
doubt thus cast upon the authenticity of this view 
of the castle makes it impossible to accept the 
picture as reliable evidence. 3

In this connection, the following quotation from 
a work by Henry Rhodes, entitled The Great 
Historical, Geographical, and Poetical Dictionary, 
published in London in 1694, will be of interest:

Leerpool, or Leverpool, a market, Sea-Port, and Borough-Town 
of West Darby Hundred in the South West parts of Lancashire, 
situated at the Fall of the River Mersey into the Irish Sea, 
accommodated with a good Harbour, lies very convenient to 
pass over into Ireland. It is now one of the most thriving ports, 
and of equal Trade with the best Town on the Western Shoar, 
except Bristol. The Town has been very much improved and 
beautified by the Family of the Moors of Bankhall. It has 
a Town-house, erected upon Pillars and Arches of Free-stone, 
with an Exchange for merchants underneath. For its defence, 
here is on the South side, a Castle built by K. John, and on the 
W. a stately strong Tower upon the River. Tis 150 m. from 
London.

The last picture to be noticed is a small pen-ancl- 
ink drawing in the Athenaeum, bearing the date

1 Following these are drawings by Thomas Chubbard and E. W. 
Cox, and the plate by W. G. Herdman, in his Pictorial Relics j all 
three of which are designs of a highly conjectural character.

* Trans. Lanes, and Cites. Hist. Soi.:, vol. xxiv. (N.S.) p. 36.
3 Ibid., frontispiece.
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io A Liverpool Castle Token

1715, the origin of which is unknown. Mr. Cox 
was of the opinion that this drawing was " derived 
from a genuine sketch of the building," 1 but un­ 
fortunately for our present purpose, the front of 
the gatehouse is not shown.

Under these circumstances, we are compelled to 
fall back upon the drawing by Daniel King. King 
was by no means an artist his delineations have 
been described as " rude drawings, which, though 
very inartistic, were not, in a sense, inaccurate."

The drawings of Chubbard and Cox both re­ 
present the approach to the gatehouse as being 
through and under a single square tower. I 
believe this to be quite erroneous. The following 
is the evidence: The 1680 panel shows the great 
north-western tower and beyond it the two gateway 
towers. The bridge which spanned the moat goes 
up between the two gateway towers. There is no 
indication of a square tower before the gatehouse. 
The Peters painting, whatever its independent value 
may be, gives a similar view. Daniel King's drawing 
from the east is unfortunately very much fore­ 
shortened, but again there is no sign of an appen­ 
dage to the entrance. The Christian token agrees 
with these three in representing the entrance gate 
between the central towers, without any addition.

The conclusion seems obvious. These pictures 
confirm each other, and leave me, at least, in no 
doubt as to the appearance of the front of the gate­ 
house since 1656. The thinner central tower, 
shown in the 1680 panel and on the token, is 
again corroborated by the Athenaeum drawing of 
1715, and the Port Moot order of 1673, "Wee 
order the towne to make cleare and pave the street 
on the cock of the Castell to the west-heard or to cause 
theire tenants to doe it p the 25th of March next." "

1 Trans. Lanes, and Ches. Hist. Sac., vol. vi. (N.S.) p. 216. 
8 Liverpool Municipal Records, vol. i. p. 315.
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Hence I think the gateway on the token should 
be accepted as an authentic view; it omits the 
square tower which Mr. Cox supposed to have 
stood in front of the entrance gate, and it shows 
a small central tower supporting the vane. True 
it is crudely drawn, owing to the space at the 
engraver's disposal being very small, but it is the 
only contemporary frontal view of the gateway 
existing.

This is its importance, and it justifies me, I 
think, in bringing it before the Society.

In conclusion, I beg to express my sincere 
thanks to Mr. John Wilson and Mr. A. P. Ready, 
of London, for their assistance in discovering and 
furnishing casts of the token ; and to Mr. George 
T. Shaw, chief librarian, for kindly help at the 
Reference Library. I am also indebted to Messrs. 
Henry Peet, W. Fergusson Irvine, and others, from 
whose writings I have received much interesting and 
useful information.


