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THE ROYAL MANOR AND PARK OF
SHOTWICK
By Ronald Stewart-Brown, M.A., F.S.A.
Read 29th February 1912.

A ROYAL manor and a royal park, environing the
IX remains of a Norman castle, which continued
in the hands of the earls of Chester and of the
Crown until the seventeenth century, offers an attractive subject for historical investigation. For,
apart from the natural notoriety attaching to the
possessions and occasional residences of kings and
earls, a royal manor generally presents a wider and
more accessible field for research than a private
estate. The history of celebrated or interesting
private places frequently lies buried in collections
of deeds and documents either hard to come at, illarranged, carelessly guarded, churlishly hoarded,
or lost for ever. But with the possessions of the
Crown all is different, and during the last twentyfive years a mass of historical material has been
gradually reduced to order and made accessible at
the Public Record Office. Nearly every step in
the history of a Crown manor will at the time of its
occurrence have been entered on the records, and,
given the will to search an index, and some knowledge of the kind of records which are likely to yield
good fruit, a large amount of information may easily
be garnered from which a more or less satisfactory
history can be produced.
How little our historians have explored the field
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(From an engraving by J. Strutt in the Liverpool Public Library, afterwards reproduced in Hulbert's
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in this case may be seen in the meagre and confusing notes in the pages of Ormerod and his
copyists on the history of Shotwick, which, as we
shall see, in fact illustrates at every turn the close
connection of Cheshire with the royal Courts and
favourites, and establishes many most interesting
links with celebrated strangers and famous Cheshire
families.
Shotwick lies a few miles north of the city of
Chester and borders on the river Dee. Apart from
its historical associations, it has now no very important features, but is a quiet and retiring tract of
pleasant country, which the traveller through Wirral
by the western Chester road or into Wales by
Queen's Ferry barely glances at and seldom visits.
A small church, probably of Saxon foundation, the
grassy mounds of the castle site and a seventeenthcentury hall, are its only visible points of interest,
but around the whole district there is the glamour
which arises from a connection with many stirring
events in the history of Cheshire.
Among the numerous traditions and legends of
the river Dee there is one directly referring to
Shotwick, which, under the title of " The Lady's
Shelf," has been included by Egerton Leigh in his
Ballads and Legends of Cheshire. The story tells
how, upon a ledge of rock on Hilbre, the Benedictine monk who occupied the cell there once found a
dying maiden washed up by the sea. Before she
died she told the monk her tale :
A knightly pennon floats abroad
From Shotwyke's turrets high ;
Of Shotwyke's tower my sire is lord,
His only daughter I.

She had fallen in love with her father's esquire,
Edgar, an orphan who had been brought up with
her ; but her father wished her to marry Llewelyn,
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a rich Welsh knight When sailing one day near
the Point of Aire, on the way to the knight's home,
her father, to gain her consent, told her Edgar was
dead. The maiden fainted and was carried away
by the sea, leaving her father crying in his despair
that Edgar was not really dead ; but all too late, as
she breathed her last when she had told the monk
her sad story.
In " Certayne verses wrytten by a Werralyte to
the tune of Upp Willye, it's tyme to ryse," in 1615,
there is a curious description, in the form of a hunting song, of the journey and adventures of a hare
which, pursued by hounds, starts from Flintshire,
crosses the Dee in a collier's vessel to Dawpool,
runs through Wirral to Chester and over Saltney
Marsh to meet her fate near Hawarden. The
writer is full of ardour for the chase, and comments
strongly on the non-sporting tendencies of some
of the owners whose land the hare traverses.
After leaving Thurstaston and Oldfield, the hare
travels
Then to Geaton to Mr Glegges:
hele suffer noe poore at his house to begge ;
he hath noe hounde to rune at the hare
but kepes a curre against poor and bare.
Ore Burton Hill to Puddington halle;
there she would be bould to calle,
& she hoped that she might pass
for he was att service and she was at mass.
The hare did shoute as shee went bye,
and then they came out with a gallant crye.
The hare did thinke ye worlde went rounde
4 huntinge homes at once did sounde !
She found them pastyme for a whyle,
in a leawge she dubbled they lost a myle.
To Shotwicke parke the hare she crost
and then the hounds the game had lost.
The[y] did noe good on Saugho ground
because the pav[i]er had stolen the hounde;
the[y] were angrie at him and vext in mynde
for stealinge a whelp of the best kynde.
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The hounds were seekinge here and there
& she went on with a fleay in her eare.
God send us all in heaven a place
till everie hare rune such a race :
& ever let us be merrie amonge
and soe I'le ende my huntinge songe. 1

But to collect such legends and ballads is not the
object of the writer, and we will now pass to the
realities of recorded facts.
There are properly three Shotwicks. CHURCH
SHOTWICK (or Shotwick Churchtown), now a township of some 560 acres, lies, with its church, on the
north, next to Puddington; then comes ROUGH
SHOTWICK (or Woodbank), a tiny narrow strip of
under 200 acres running east and west; and then
the extra-parochial estate known as Shotwick Park
(about 1000 acres), which was created out of the
royal manor of CASTLE SHOTWICK. Southwards
again, and nearer to the city of Chester, lie Great
and Little Saughall, which are both involved in the
telling of this history. Capenhurst completes the
parish of Shotwick, but we shall have little or
nothing to say of it.
" Sotowiche " appears in Domesday Book as a
possession of the Church of St. Werburgh at
Chester. In 1093 Hugh Lupus, Earl of Chester,
granted a charter to the Benedictine monks of St.
Werburgh, and Cheshire historians have assumed
that this charter merely confirmed the church in
its possession of Shotwick, but they have reckoned
without the manor of Castle Shotwick. Either the
Shotwick of Domesday included Castle Shotwick, or
it did not. If it did not, then the monks only got
in 1093 what the church had before, namely, Church
Shotwick ; but if Castle Shotwick was included in
the Domesday Shotwick, it is certain that the monks
1 Printed in The Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd Ser. i. 10.
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did not get it by the charter of Hugh Lupus or by
any other means. For what they got was only a
third part of Shotwick, and this part can only have
been Church Shotwick. The words of the charter 1
are: " . . . et tertiam partem de Berewardesleia et Edinchale et Sotowica." The same words
(" Sotowica " being spelt " Sotewica ") are in the confirming charter at Eaton, temp. Earl Randle, which
recites the grant of Hugh Lupus.2 Ormerod's copy
of the 1093 charter (vol. i. p. 12) has " Sotowicam " ;
and this is perhaps why he treated it as a grant of
the whole of Shotwick. It is noteworthy that he
himself assumes that one-third only of Edenchale
(Idenshaw) was granted (vol. ii. 305). The present
area of the three Shotwicks is 1733 acres, and
Church Shotwick is just one-third of this.
The monks also got a third of Great Saughall
(the other two-thirds remained in the hands of the
Earl and the Crown until the seventeenth century),3
and the Abbot of Chester undoubtedly exercised
manorial jurisdiction in his court leet of Saughall
over some of the inhabitants (perhaps only his
tenants) of Church Shotwick.4 The Abbey would
appear to have become lord paramount of a manor
of Church Shotwick, which was held under it by a
family bearing the territorial name. By the marriage of a Hockenhull in the thirteenth century with
the heiress of the Shotwicks, the manor of Church
Shotwick passed into the hands of the Hockenhulls,
who held it until the eighteenth century, by which
time all knowledge of the paramount lordship of the
Church had long been lost. The manor was then
1 Printed in the Monasticon (1789 edn., vol. ii. 385-6).
1 See the photograph of it in Chester Arch. Soc. (N.S.), vi., and
translation and transcript in Chester Arch. Soc. (O.S.), i. 476-7, and
Jour. Brit. Arch. Assoc., 1851, p. 318.
3 See/<w4 pp. 120 and 125.
4 See Trans. Hist. Soc. Lanes, and C/ies/t., vol. vi. 81, vol. xix. (N.S.)
64 ; Miscell. 7W., 19 ; and the Abbot's Plea to Quo Warrants, in 31
Edw. III.
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purchased by Samuel Bennett, and is now vested
in his representatives. So much for Church Shotwick, with which we shall not have much further
concern in this history.1
Assuming that the Domesday Shotwick belonging to the Church included all the three, a cause
must be found for the evolution of the manor of
Castle Shotwick. It is possible, in that case, that
Hugh Lupus, who shortly after the Conquest became holder of the whole of Cheshire under King
William, built, or formed the design of building, the
Castle of Shotwick before he granted his charter of
1093, and whilst he was in possession of the whole
of Shotwick ; that out of it he reserved an area of
demesne surrounding the Castle, and that this it
was which became the Royal Manor of (Castle)
Shotwick. The rest he gave back to the Church.2
As regards Rough Shotwick or Woodbank,3 portions were undoubtedly within the royal manor, and
none of it would appear ever to have been held by the
Church. Parts stayed in the hands of the barons
of Wich Malbank, but are not clearly traceable
1 Mr. F. C. Beazley, F.S.A., has in preparation a full account of it.
4 Another view of the Domesday Book record may be stated.
Castle Shotwick may very well have been formed from the Malbank
manor of Salghall, which in 1086 had an assessment of 6 hides, a
large one as compared with the church manors there and in Shotwick,
which were of I hide each making 8 hides in all. Those church
manors did not belong to the earl, but on the dissolution of the body
of canons or other clergy at St. Werburgh's to make way for the new
abbey, the church lands might technically be considered to revert to
him as an escheat. He would then grant the lands to the abbey. If,
according to the view adopted in the text, the church had third parts
only of Saughall and Shotwick, each of these vills would be of 3 hides
assessment, so that i hides of the Malbank holding must remain to
be accounted for. These may have belonged to an unnamed vill
absorbed in Castle Shotwick (see note, p. 94). It is possible, as
comparison with the general wording of the charter suggests, that
Ormerod's reading, Sotowicarn, is that intended ; in which case some
modification of this note would be necessary. ED.
3 There was perhaps some distinction between the two which is
now lost. In the mise levied 31 Henry VI on the creation of the
Prince as Earl of Chester (Ormerod, i. 882, ii. 876), " Rough Shotwick" paid zs. 8d. and " Magna Salghall cum Woodbank" i6s.
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among the maze of their heirs. 1 We find upon the
Close Roll of 16th September 1240 an order which
probably relates to land in Rough Shotwick. It
was addressed to John de Lexington, justiciar of
Chester, and commanded an inquiry, on the oath of
men of the neighbourhood of " Shotewic," whether
William Maubanc (doubtless the first baron) ever
gave to Colebrand of Shotwick, his serviens, four
bovates of land and a croft in Shotwick, whether
on his death Godwin Opendeur his son succeeded,
and so the land descended from heir to heir to Adam,
son of Colebrand Widhond, who was killed, so it
was said, in the Holy Land in the presence of
Randle, once Earl of Chester,2 and whether Simon,
son of Agnes, was the next heir of the said Adam
his grandfather (avus).*
Another part of Rough Shotwick, perhaps the
major part, passed to the Hootons, and from them
to the Stanleys, by whom a so-called manor was
sold in 1637.*
By whom or when the Castle of Shotwick was
built there is no evidence to show. It has generally
been assumed to have been the work of the Norman earls of Chester as a protection against the
inroads of the Welsh, 5 and I have already given a
reason for thinking it was built by Hugh Lupus
before 1093. There can be little doubt that it was
1 See Hall's Nantwick for the descent. Lord Cholmondeley, whose
family ultimately acquired 19/20 of the barony, was a freeholder in
Woodbank in 1668. See Mortimer's Wirral, appendix (Randle
Holme's account). See also Appendix II hereto.
2 Perhaps in 1218, when Randle III was at Jerusalem.
3 Cal. Close Roll.
4 For deeds of the Hootons see Chester Arch. Soc. (N.S.), vi. 167.
For the later title, see Lysons' Cheshire, 776. An enclosure of Woodbank Common took place about 1650. See Spec. Comm. (Chester),
16 Car. I, Mich. 13: Sir John Banks (A.G.) v. Sir R. Wilbraham,
Wm. Gamul, W. Cookson, Ric. Chamberlain, J. Clarke, Thos.
Hiccock, T. Crosse, and others. This action also related to the
wastes of Great and Little Saughall, Crabwall, and Mollington.
6 Shotwick Castle is not in the list of eleventh-century Norman
castles given by Mrs. Armitage in Eng. Hist. Review, xix. 417.
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intended to command an important ford of Dee
leading into Wales, and it seems likely that it took
the place of an earlier fortification of a ruder kind.
Some scattered details about it are collected later
on.1 I have not found any references to it until the
middle of the thirteenth century, but it seems very
probable that it was in existence long before that.
In 1156 we are told that Henry II led his army
against the Welsh to Chester, and encamped upon
the marsh of the Dee at Saltney.2 If Shotwick
Castle was then in existence it must surely have
been used by him ; and also in 1165 when he was
encamped " apud Wirhalam," whence he had retired
after a defeat by the Welsh on the Berwyn Mountains.3 It has been stated that on one occasion he
sailed thence to Ireland, but I have not found any
record of this. Shotwick Castle is not mentioned
in 1237 when, upon the death of John Scot, Earl
of Chester, Henry III took possession of the earldom, together with all its castles, which he subsequently granted to John, Earl of Lincoln.4 Nor
do we find Shotwick named among the castles of
Cheshire of which John le Strange, the justiciar of
the earl's palatine court, was appointed constable
during pleasure in i24i.s But we know the manor
was a source of royal revenue at this date, for in
September 1241 the justice of Chester was ordered
to inquire whether Gilbert de Woodchurch 6 had
fallen into poverty by reason of the farm which he
1 p. 128.
2 Powel's Wales (1697), p. 173, quoted by .Ormerod (Helsby),
i. 230.
3 Eyton, Court and Itinerary of Henry II, pp. 82-3.

1 Pat. Roll 1237. The Cal. Close Roll of 1216 contains two references to land of Richard de Fordes in "Shokerwik," Philip de
Albiniaco and Savory de Mauleon (Malo Leone) being ordered to
give it up to Stephen de Mara. The latter was a Cheshire man, but
the reference is probably not to Shotwick, which was then still in the
hands of the earls of Chester, but to Shokerwick in Co. Somerset.
' Pat. Roll 1241.

For him see Ormerod( 1883),ii. 521.
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held, unwillingly, as he said, of the manor of Shotwick, and had been forced to sell his inheritance.1
In 1245 Henry III and his Queen came to
Chester with a great army and almost all the nobles
of England.2 After a week's stay, perhaps at Shotwick, the King set out for Wales and conducted
an ineffective campaign against the Welsh. At
the end of October he was back at Chester, and
before he left on November 3rd we find it recorded
upon the patent rolls that on November ist he
assigned to Owen, son of Griffin, " the houses of
Shotwick," for the reception of him and his during
pleasure. This was accompanied by a mandate to
John de Grey, just appointed justiciar of Chester
in place of Le Strange, to deliver the houses up.
Probably they had been included in the justiciar's
farm leases of the castles of Cheshire. At any rate
in 1250 we find Grey ordered to deliver the castles
which he had at farm to Alan la Zouche, the new
justiciar, who had to keep all the castles in the
county of Chester at his own cost in the time of
peace, an allowance being made in time of war.
Commissioners were appointed to view the castles
and see in what condition they were, and if they
were stored with munitions of war when Grey
handed them over.3 King Henry III himself visited
Chester in the autumn of 1257,* but whether he
stayed or visited at Shotwick does not appear.
On the first progress of Prince Edward into
Cheshire, we are informed by Dugdale 5 that he
1 Cal. Close Roll.
* Annales Cestrienses (Rec. Soc.).
3 Pat. Roll of July 1250. Ormerod gives a justiciar's patent of
28 Ed. I in his Memoir of the Cheshire Domesday, p. 24 (Miscell.
Pal.). Sir W. Trussell's commission of 1301 is given at pp. 13-14 of
Cheshire Chamberlains' Accts. (Rec. Soc.).
1 Cal. Close Rolls, August 6-17 and September 12-15.
* Dugdale's Baronage, ii. 57. He gives as his authority " Pat. Edw.
Princ. 44 Hen. Ill, m. 5." Neither on the Pat. nor Close Rolls of 44
Hen. Ill is there any such reference. See next note.
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committed the custody of the castles of Chester,
Beeston, and Shotwick to Fulke de Orreby, then
justiciar of Chester. This appears to have been
about 1260, and in that year, when Henry III was
at Chester, a grand council of the barons and
knights of Chester and many others is stated to
have been called by the prince at a meeting at
Shotwick Castle to consult upon the affairs of his
territories, though the documentary evidence is now
not forthcoming. 1
Fulke de Orreby died on 23rd August 1261, and
was succeeded as justiciar, and as custodian of the
castles, by his kinsman Thomas de Orreby. In
December 1262, Henry III sent a letter to the
latter, in which he referred to the serious disturbance
of the Marches of Wales by Llewelyn, son of Griffin,
the Welsh prince, and said that he was sending
Alan la Zouche, then the Justice of the Forest on
this side Trent, for the defence of the Marches.
Orreby was commanded to deliver up, without
delay, Shotwick, Chester, and Beeston castles to
Eudo, Alan's brother, until Alan should arrive,
and in the meantime the justiciar was to behave
himself so manfully and powerfully about the defence
of those parts that the King could commend his
diligence and probity.2 On 3rd April 1263, a peace
was arranged at Hereford between Prince Edward
and the Welsh prince, David, son of Griffin, son of
Llewelyn, which was confirmed on May 26th. 3
David was granted the land of Dyffryn-clwyd and
1 Ormerod (i. liv. n.) quotes a Latin passage from Cowper's MS.
which refers to Rot. Pat. 44 Hen. Ill, m. l dorso as the authority for
this statement. Like the last reference there is no such entry on the
Pat. or Close Rolls. I can only imagine they had seen the Chancery
(or Recognizance) Roll of Chester for the date in question. It is not
known now to exist. A large number of important persons were undoubtedly summoned to Chester in 1260; see Rytner(\Tt,^ edition),
vol. i. part 2, fo. 57.
* Cal. Pat. Rolls.
' Cal, Pat. Rolls.
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Cynmeirch until he could obtain his inheritance beyond Conway by the aid of the Prince. But during
the present Welsh war Edward undertook, whenever necessary, and if he thought fit, to receive
David in the bailey of the castle of Hawarden and
at Shotwick ; presumably as places of refuge from
the other Welsh tribes with whom the prince was
still at war. A constable of the Castle of Shotwick
occurs in 1274 in the person of one Roger Gille,1
and in this year the justiciar received an order to
have the King's demesne lands there tilled and sown.2
Edward I paid a visit next year to Chester when
he also visited Birkenhead.3 He was there again
in July 1277, and his itinerary included Birkenhead
(August 2 and 4), Ince (August n), Bromborough
(August 12 and 13), after which he crossed the Dee
to Basingwerk, and eventually got back to Chester
on September 2.4 In the autumn of 1278 the King
himself again came to Chester from Shrewsbury.
On September 5th he was at Shotwick Castle, from
which he dates a letter close. He then proceeded
to Rhuddlan Castle and Flint, whence he returned
to Shotwick, where he was again upon the 15th,
16th, and i7th of September.5 His visit of course
was connected with the Welsh wars, and one of
several of his letters patent which are dated from
Shotwick on the i7th September is addressed to
Llewelyn the Welsh prince, and concerned the
return of hostages. It was no doubt upon one of
these occasions that the King crossed the Dee into
Wales on horseback, passing over Shotwick ford; 6
to this we shall refer later on. In 1281, upon
1 Witness to a charter in Harl. MS. 2099, 329; and see fas/, p. 95.
'
3
'
4

Cal. Close Roll.
Cal. Close Roll.
Cal. Close Roll.
Cals. of Patent, Close, and Fine Rolls.

* Ormfrod(Hels\>y), i. 231, quoting Cowper's MS. ; Taylor, Histtric
Notices of Flint, p. 15, quoting a Harl. MS. See/w^, p. 130.
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Llewelyn's death, a peace was made with the Welsh ;
and from this date must be reckoned the gradual
decay of Shotwick Castle, for, although there were
many subsequent brushes with the Welsh in the
lower and middle marches, the northern borders
seem to have required but little control, and the
fords of the estuary of Dee would need less watching. From this time onward the custody of the
castle and demesne surrounding it appears to have
been treated as a mark of royal favour and honour
rather than as a post of any real military importance.
In 1278, or earlier, Roger le Strange, of Ellesmere, received a grant for life from the King of the
manor and fishery of [Castle] Shotwick. Le Strange
was a person of great influence, and afterwards held
the important office of justice of the forest this side
Trent. He was also bailiff and keeper of the
castle of the Peak, and in July 1277, when Edward I
was at Chester, he was given the custody of the
castles of Dinasbran and Oswestry. 1 In 1275 the
Justiciar of Chester was ordered to allow Le Strange
to take two stags in the forest of Wirral, which were
to be salted and brought to Westminster for the
King's use at Michaelmas, a similar order to the
sheriff of Lancashire permitting ten harts to be
taken in the King's brother's chace of Liverpool,
i.e. Toxteth Park, then in the hands of Edmund of
Lancaster.2
During the time that Roger le Strange held
the lordship of the manor of Shotwick, an " extent,"
or valuation and survey, of the manor was made.
The original document, on a single sheet of parchment and more than 600 years old, has been preserved at the Record Office,3 and affords some
1 Cal. Close Roll.
1 Cal. Close Roll.
* Surveys and Rentals, P.R.O., portfolio 6, No. 33 ; and see
Appendix I, where a translation of the Extent is printed.
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interesting information. On 8th April 1280, Robert
de Poole (one of the earliest recorded members of
the well-known Wirral family), Nicholas de Yucflet,
and Philip de Say summoned before them a body
of jurors, and a kind of minor Domesday inquest of
the royal manor took place, the results being recorded in writing. The jury reported that Le
Strange, as lord of the manor, held thirty bovates
(or oxgangs) of land in demesne, that is, as his
home farm. Each bovate (which was the varying
area of ground which one ox could keep in tillage)
here contained only three Cheshire acres, and was
valued at is. an acre. The demesne land therefore
represented a value of ^4, IDS. The pannage
(payments made for permission to feed swine in the
woods) produced ios., and the fallen wood 6s. 6d. a
year. The grazing upon the common lands of the
manor brought in 195., which was paid in varying
proportions by the townships of Shotwick, Saughall,
and Crabwall, 1 and also by Woodbank, which is not
dignified by that title. Originally no doubt the
pasturage was all paid for in kind or by services
to the lord, but commutation into money rents was
taking place ; and so we find, whilst Saughall paid
ios. and Woodbank 45., Shotwick paid is. 6d.
or gave eighteen boon hens, did a day's ploughing for the lord or paid iod., and one day's labour
for him in the harvest time, or is. 6d. Crabwall's
one day's ploughing was only worth 6d., and its
boonday 8d. The next source of income reported was the fishery in Dee. This was valued
at £6, 133. 4d., since four weirs (or traps) were
leased out for £^, and the men of Saughall paid
£2, 135. 4d. for the general right of fishing with
nets. The right of the lord to half the catch of
1 This cannot have been Crabwall proper, which was a Mainwaring
property and included in Blacon ; but an outlying part of Crabwall
may have been absorbed in Castle Shotwick, and the two hides
mentioned in note 2, p. 87 might thus be accounted for.
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salmon is carefully noted. From these various
sources therefore the value of the manor is set down
as .£12, 18s. lod. The jury next passed to an
enumeration of the free tenants and of the bondmen.
Of the former four are named, holding by ancient
feoffment, or by charter, two or more bovates of
land. One by his tenure was obliged to act as the
summoner of the manor court and as the carrier of
letters and messages relating to the affairs of the
manor, and paid no rent. Another paid 35. 4d. for
two bovates in Great Saughall. Richard de Domville held four bovates and a croft and paid but tod.,
whilst Dobyn and his fellows paid aos. for (apparently) half that amount in Woodbank. A long list
of bondmen's holdings follows, apparently in Saughall, of one or two bovates, at the uniform rent
(with exceptions) of 33. a bovate, or is. an acre.
Twenty-three holdings are named, and the total of
twenty-eight bovates brought in ^4, 93. 3d. But
besides the money rents each bondman owed a set
of services to the lord which are duly set out. A
day's ploughing in the winter at the bondman's own
expense and with all the oxen working in his own
plough; another day's ploughing in Lent at the
lord's expense, and three days' work by one man in
the autumn four days in all were required of most,
even of Edusa the widow. Whilst there is no mention at all of the castle, the name of Roger Gille, .
who was, we know, the constable in I274,1 occurs
among the bondmen. He held a double set of
bovates. Two services are next mentioned for
which a money equivalent could hardly have been
substituted. The men of Saughall were bound to
collect a cartload of rushes (no doubt to strew the
house or possibly the castle) upon the coming of
the lord ; and if the serjeant of Shotwick was then
without a stock of corn, five or six Saughall men
1 See p. 92.
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had to do a day's work in the lord's grange getting
provender for the horses. The total annual value
of the whole manor is set down as ,£18, i6s. iod.,
which represents nearly .£300 of our present money.
The royal manor was therefore a perquisite which
produced a fair return.
It is not at all clear at this, or at a later, date
what exactly was included in this "manor" of
Shotwick which now appears for the first time.
It is certain it did not include the land of Church
Shotwick, but how far, if at all, that township was
subject to the manorial jurisdiction of the Crown
and its grantees is not certain. The Abbot of
St. Werburgh's jurisdiction in Church Shotwick
never seems to have clashed with that of the
Crown, otherwise we might have obtained some
information on the point. Little Saughall was
practically all wood at this date, but two-thirds of
Great Saughall and part of Wood bank appear to
have been subject, at this date at any rate, to
the jurisdiction of the royal manor of Shotwick.
Upon the whole it would seem that, as regards
area, probably the whole of what is now known as
Shotwick Park and also the greater part of Great
Saughall were within the manor, whilst it had
rights of jurisdiction and revenue over a somewhat
larger area.
The fact that Le Strange held the Shotwick
fishery in Dee raised some difficulty a little later,
as the men of Chester, who had a lease of the
fishery of Chester, claimed that this usually included
the fishery of Shotwick. In this they were successful, as on a6th November 1280 an order was
made, on the testimony of Gunselin de Badelsmere, justiciar of Chester, directed to Leonius the
Chamberlain, to allow the men of Chester in their
" farm " of the fishery of Chester, a deduction of 8
marks in respect of the years 1278-80, which they
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ought to have received from the fishery of Shotwick pertaining to the fishery of Chester, but of
which they were deprived by the grant to Roger
le Strange. 1 In later years it is clear that the
Shotwick fishery was a separate one and constituted
an important item in the leases of the manor. The
Dee was full of similar fisheries, and putting aside
the ordinary methods of fishing with nets, it is
quite probable, though it does not seem to have
been generally noted, that to the excessive use of
fish weirs, " coups," fishyards or floodyards, as they
were called, may be ascribed much of the gradual
silting up of the Dee. Their construction, abuse,
and effect in that river, and in the Mersey, are
clearly explained in a memorial 2 compiled in 1762
in support of the application made by Liverpool for
the George's Dock Act. From this we learn that
Coups or fish-yards are large conical baskets made of twigs
or branches of trees, closely woven, six or seven feet in diameter
at the mouth, which are joined together in rows, and then made
fast to the ground by strong piles or stakes, driven down at the
edge of the channels at low water. These not only diminish
the depth of the channel by six or seven feet, and entangle or
overset the vessels that happen to run on them, but by stopping
and collecting the sand, weeds, and mud which is carried along
with the stream, by degrees form a bank round them, which in
time fills up the channels and tracks of shipping altogether.
There are many instances of channels filled and removed and
of flats sunk and goods damaged by this absurd and mischievous
manner of taking fish, tolerated [in 1762] in no other part of
Britain but on one part of the river Dee next adjacent to the
Mersey. . . . There is one example of the tendency of these fishyards to amass the sand and fill up the channels where they are
placed, that ought to alarm everyone who has any concern in or
connection with the trade carried on in the river Mersey, which,
if not timely adverted to, it is to be feared may render this river
quite incapable of ships of considerable burthen. The Rock
Channel is the only channel from Hylelake to Liverpool. About
twenty-six years ago this channel ran very near the shore of
1 Cal. Close Rolls, 1280.
' See Touzeau's Rise and Progress of Liverpool, p. 527, &c.
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Wallasey and had four feet of water in it at the lowest springtides. At the edge of this channel the fish-yards were then
placed. Seven years ago the fish-yards had occasioned the
filling up of this channel and a new one had arisen nearer to
Burboe, to the margin of which the fish-yards, as usual, were
removed. This channel was then dry at low spring-tide. Now,
from the same cause, it is advanced still farther from the land;
the channel is dry at low neap-tide, and the fish-yards are placed
in the middle of it. As the course of the stream is thus interrupted along the rock land, pursuing the easiest course, it begins
to force its way through the sand of Burboe, and has actually
opened a number of narrow winding gullets through the bank,
which being of a loose, spungy consistence, the gullets are
perpetually varying with the weather, but none of them fit for
shipping. The consequence of this, if the fish-yards are continued, very probably will be that Burboe will be joined to
Wallasey or the Rock Point, without any channel between them,
and the sand washed from Burboe by the stream, forcing various
passages through it, will settle into so many different banks in
the Channel of Formby, and render it intricate and incapable of
large vessels as well as the Rock Channel; then the Mersey will
become like the neighbouring rivers Dee, Ribble, and Conway,
fit only for small craft, in which all the trade of Liverpool, Manchester, and Warrington must be carried on.

Returning to the history of Shotwick, we find
that in the year 1284 Edward I paid another visit
to Chester, and on loth September he was at Shotwick, whence he proceeded to Rhuddlan and Flint,
returning to Chester. He was again at Shotwick
on the 17th September, 1 and this is the last record
of a King's visit, though the Princes of Wales were
doubtless more often there.
Roger le Strange died about 1311, and on the
7th August of that year Edward II granted the
manor of Castle Shotwick to Andrew de Kendale
for ten years at a rent of ^20 per annum, 2 just a
little more than it had produced in the hands of
Le Strange. This grant, however, was soon terminated, and in 1312 Kendale was ordered to
1 Cals. of Close and Pat. Rolls. Edward II was at Chester in 1310
and 1319, but there is no record that he went to Shotwick.

8 Cal. Fine Rolls and Abbrev. Rot. Orig. (Rec. Comm.), i. 182.
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deliver over the manor to Robert de Felton, to
whom, on account of his good services, the King,
on the information of E. de Malo Lacu (Mauley),
had granted it for life. 1 This grant occurred just
before Edward II made over to his son Prince
Edward the earldom of Chester ; and in the charter
(dated 24 November 131 a) 2 recording this gift,
the manor of Shotwick is specially exempted, but
the reversion on the death of Felton was given to
the Prince. As late as 1319 a special order 3 was
directed to the treasurer and barons of the Exchequer,
acquitting Kendale of the rent under his cancelled
lease. 4 Felton was of Luchin (or Litcham) in Norfolk, and had served in the Scotch war in 1306. He
was made governor of Scarborough Castle in 1312,
and after being summoned to Parliament as Baron
Felton in I3I3, 5 died the next year.
For the next few years the manor remained in
the hands of the earl, and the accounts of the
chamberlains of Chester 8 contain numerous items
relating to receipts and expenses incurred by the
reeve or bailiff, the names of William Greathead,
Alan de Hawkeston, and Hy. Gille occurring about
this time in that capacity. In 1318 Jordan de
Kirkby, and Richard, clerk, of Kirkby, became
bound to the earl for the sum of £4, os. 8d.,
apparently the value of corn grown in the manor. 7
In 1325-6 the chamberlain of Chester claimed discharge for .£8 paid to Master Robert de Helpeston,
mason, and for ^4, 133. 4d. paid to William de
Bukeden, for various work done in the manor. It
1 Cal. Pat. Rolls, 1312.

1 Charter Rolls. See also Cal. Close Rolls, Nov. 17, 1329.
3 Cal. Close Rolls.

4 In the Cal. Pat. Rolls, 1338, And. de Kendale appears as owing
£21 odd for the farm of the manor.
5 G. E. C., Complete Peerage.
0 Rec. Soc. of Lanes, and Ches., vol. lix.

7 Cal. of Ches. Recog. Roll in $6th Report Dep. Keeper, hereafter
referred to as " Ches. Recog. Roll."
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was again leased out in 1327, but the name of the
tenant does not appear. In the previous year a
special order 1 was issued by the King to the
chamberlain ordering repairs to the castles of
Chester, Flint, Rhuddlan, and Beeston, and also
to cause the wells and houses of the manor of
Shotwick to be repaired, and the houses roofed.
This work was to be done on the view of John de
Essheby, of Plemondstall, the escheator of Cheshire,
and the King ordered the cost up to ^140 to be
allowed.
It will be observed that up to this date we have
heard nothing about SHOTWICK PARK, and there is
a very good reason for this which does not seem to
have been noticed hitherto. The park as such did
not in fact exist until the first year of Edward III.
In 1327, the King, who, as Earl of Chester, had
doubtless become well acquainted with the sporting
possibilities of the manor of Shotwick, determined
to create a park there. The particular portion to
be dealt with is indicated, and in all probability
nearly the whole of the land in the manor of Castle
Shotwick was enclosed. On October i, 1327, the
King issued a letter close to Richard de Eumary,
the justiciar of Chester, in which, after reciting his
wish " that our several wood called ' Burnelleswode'
together with the lands belonging to it in our manor
of Shotwick should be a park," he ordered the
justiciar to enclose them without delay and to keep
them so enclosed as a park.2 Public notice of the
enclosure was to be given, and John Paynel, the
chamberlain, was ordered to pay the expenses
incurred over the enclosure out of the revenues of
his office. The process of creating a park involved
the making of a ditch and the erection of palings
all round it, and, in some cases, the building of a
1 Cal. Close Rolls.
* Cal. Close Roll, 1327.
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deer leap to enable the deer from outside to enter,
but not to leave, the park. We only hear of deer
at Shotwick, but perhaps there were also wild boars.
Besides the necessity of keeping the game in,
it was important to keep the wolves out; there
were some in Delamere, and enough in Macclesfield
Forest in 1302 to make it necessary to construct a
special trap. 1
The work at Shotwick was at once commenced,
as appears by an entry of ^46, IDS. 3d. in the
chamberlain's accounts for 1327-8, in respect of
"divers works done about the making the ditch of
Burnilhaye Park " (which was only another name
for the same place). The work, however, did not
proceed as rapidly as the King wished, and on i8th
May 1328, he issued an order 2 to Thomas de
Blaston, then the chamberlain, to cause the enclosure to be completed by the view and testimony
of Oliver de Ingham, the justiciar of Chester.
There is nothing now, except the limits of the
present Park, to show where Burnellswood lay, nor
do we know why it was so called. But a suggestion may be hazarded that it had been made, or
possessed by, or named after, Robert Burnell,
Bishop of Bath and Wells. This powerful prelate,
who was lord chamberlain to King Edward I,
obtained about 1285-6 part of the barony of Wich
Malbank, which at one time included rights over
Rough Shotwick and Saughall, 3 both adjoining the
manor of Castle Shotwick. There are several
charters 4 granting the bishop rights to other woods
in Cheshire, and he had also special privilege in the
forests of Shropshire.5
1 Chamberlains' Accts. (loc. cit.), pp- 25, 41.
* Cal. Close Roll.
8 "Salhale" in Domesday Book ; see a preceding note.
4 Grant of rights to a wood called Otwode between Crewe and
Coppenhall (Ches. Plea Rolls, 1287-8); grant of wood of Woolstanwood (Do., c. 1292).

6 Cox's Royal Forests ef England, p. 225.
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Early in 1331 William de Clinton, j'usticiar of
Chester, and John Paynel, the chamberlain, were
ordered to inspect the castles of Chester, Flint,
Rhuddlan, and Beeston, and the two royal manors of
Frodsham and Shotwick, and to certify what repairs
were necessary, as the King understood there were
many defects. A surveyor was to be appointed and
paid 4d. a day. 1 Probably these repairs preceded
the lease of the manor of Castle Shotwick taken
about this time by Sir Richard de Eumary or Dammory who, as justiciar of Chester, had the custody
of the castles of that county and of Flint, with a fee
of ;£ioo a year. The rent of the manor was the
usual .£20 a year. In the autumn of 1331 Adam
de Wettenhall, the parson of Woodchurch in Wirral,
took over the remainder of De Eumary's lease.2 In
the following year, however, this lease came to an
end, and a royal favourite, in the person of Sir
Roger de Swynnerton, had a grant of the manor for
life on 17th September I332. 3 Sir Roger was of
Swynnerton, Staffordshire, in which county he was
the most powerful noble. He was constantly engaged in personal attendance upon Edward II and
Edward III, by whom he was held in great esteem,
and from whom he obtained many honours. Besides being a banneret, he was King's coroner,
governor of the town of Stafford in 1319, governor
of Harlech and Eccleshill castles, and constable of
the Tower.4 The grant of Shotwick was in part
satisfaction of ^300 per anmim of land and rent
promised to Swynnerton by the King in Council,
for the support of his estate as a banneret and for
his good services towards the King, and Queen
Isabel his mother. Part of this gift he had already
1 Cal. Close Roll, and Abbrev. Rot. Orig., ii. 58.

2 Ches. Recog. Roll.
3 Cal. Pat. Rolls.

1 For an account of him see The Ancestor, vii. 217.
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received by a grant of the lands in Staffordshire and
Cheshire of Hugh le Despenser, Earl of Winchester, who had been attainted. The Cheshire
estates included the manors of Great and Little
Barrow, which, after being enjoyed by Sir Roger's
heir, Sir Thomas Swynnerton (who married Maud,
sister of Thomas Holand, Earl of Kent, and thus
became uncle by marriage of Richard II), eventually
passed in the reign of Henry IV to the Savages
of Clifton by a marriage with the Swynnerton
heiress. A few weeks later, on 28th October 1332,
Swynnerton's Shotwick grant was enlarged* by a
gift of all estovers usually let with the manor, together with housebote, heybote, herbage, pannage,
and other commodities usually enjoyed by the
lessees of the manor in Shotwick Park. Swynnerton also had leave to take one stag and two bucks
by the view of "the parker" in the summer, and
four does in winter.
We have here the first mention of the parker,
or park-keeper, of Shotwick Park. The office was
one of some dignity, with perquisites, and was
eagerly sought for. The first parker whose name
is recorded was Nicholas de Ufton, or Upton, to
whom we find the chamberlain paying a wage of 2d.
a day during the years I334-6. 2 The next was
Richard Roer. He was one of the King's archers,
to whom the Prince of Wales, at the desire of the
King, had given the custody of " the Parks of
Shotwick and Burnellwood." His wages were the
same as those of Upton, but on 22nd August 1335
he obtained in lieu a grant 3 of the land which
Guyonet de Provence had of the King's grandfather
in Little Saughall. This land in an adjoining
manor has some features of interest to which
reference will be made later on.
1 Cal. Pat. Roll.

* Chamb. Accts. (Rec. Soc.), p. 110.
3 Ches. Recog. Roll.
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Returning to the manor of Castle Shotwick, Sir
Roger de Swynnerton appears to have died about
1338, and it is in that year that a series of court rolls
of the manor of Shotwick (now in the Public Record
Office) begins.1 The rolls contain no court with a
heading specifying who was the lord, but there are
several writs attached by " the steward of the lord
the King of his manor at Castleshotwyk." The
entries are of the usual character.
In 1347 or thereabouts, the manor was let to
Bartholomew de Northworthyn (or Norden) at
,£25 a year. 2 He was a prominent local person,
and lessee of the mills and fishery of Dee. He was
dead in 1349-50 when his executors, Robert de
Brendon, chaplain, and Richard de Coton, paid his
rent.3 Presumably, therefore, it was a son of the
same name who was mayor of Chester in 1353 and
was killed by Thomas de Frodsham. This felony
was specially excepted from a pardon granted in
1357 to Frodsham for services to the Prince in
Gascony and at Poictiers.*
In 1347-8 there are some interesting references
to the Park. One quarter of the underwood, which
was almost destroyed, presumably by overgrowth,
was cut down, and the clearing surrounded by a
hedge, no doubt to protect the young shoots. Ten
thousand faggots were made up and sold to John
Colle, baker, of Chester, for the sum of 6os., which
nearly equalled the ^3, 12s. expended in the labour
of cutting them. 6 So far little has been heard of the
game, for the preservation of which the Park was
no doubt created, but in the accounts just referred
1 List of Court Rolls (P.R.O.) : Gen. Series, Portfolio 156, Nos.
12 and 13. The rolls are for 1338-44, 1379-85, 1399, 1407-10.
" Chamb. Accts., p. 120.
3 Chamb. Accts.
4 Ches. Recog. Rolls.
5 Chamb. Accts., p. 122, &c. Other work of enclosure was done
in 1349-50; ibid., p. 129.
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to appears an item of 35. 6d. for salt (at 2s. a
quarter) purchased for salting for the lord's larder
two stags and five does of good condition taken by
Sir Thomas de Ferrers as well in Shotwick Park as
in the forest of Wirral. Sir Thomas, who was the
justiciar, had probably had a day's hunting allowed
him.
The manor continued in the Earl's hands for a
good many years from the death of Norden, during
most of which time Wm. Jonet was the reeve. In
1350 trouble seems to have arisen between the
custodians of the Park and manor, as Wm. Woodnoth and John de Chirton were bound over to keep
the peace towards all the Earl's ministers of his
manor of Shotwick, and to be of good behaviour in
the custody of the Park there.1
Probably in consequence of the death of Richard
Roer, the parker, Wm. de Stanley, forester of
Wirral, was granted on the :8th July 1351, by privy
seal, the custody of Shotwick Park, with a fee of
303. a year. 2 In this office he continued for a great
many years, and his fee appears annually in the
chamberlain's accounts, which also contain several
items of interest about this date. In 1353-4 Alan,
the lord's plumber, earned 353. 6d. for repairing the
lead roofing at Shotwick, Rhuddlan, and Chester
castles.
His services were worth 6d. per day,
whilst those of Richard, his assistant, were given
for is. a week.
The same account contains an
item of .£19, 175. sd., paid for mending the enclosures of Shotwick Park with thorns and brambles
for keeping the game there until it could be enclosed
with pales. Whether this had never yet been properly done does not appear, but the lord's Council
now commanded it, and 13,500 pales were made in
Eulowe Wood for the purpose, at the price of IDS.
1 Ches. Recog. Rolls.
* Chamb, Accts.,p. 170.
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for 500. The carriage to the Park cost 93. 6d. a
thousand.
Items for mending houses in the manor and for
cement, iron, and steel occur in subsequent years.
As might be expected, horses were bred upon the
royal manor, and in 1 358-9 the chamberlain acknowledges receipt of eight horses branded with the lord's
sign, which he received from Wm. Jonet the reeve.
The animals are each carefully described, as a black
four-year-old with a long white mark on its forehead, or with a white star, and so on.
During his lifetime the Black Prince granted
many gifts to his esquires, one of which was an
annuity of ,£20 to Ralph Standish, afterwards mentioned as a knight, and presumably one of the
Lancashire family. The money was charged upon
the Sutton estate in the Hundred of Macclesfield,
but, upon the death of the Prince in 1376, that
Hundred was assigned in dower to his widow Joan,
the Fair Maid of Kent. In consequence of this,
in February 1377-8 Standish obtained from King
Richard II a confirmation of his annuity, which
was charged afresh upon the issues of the manor
of Shotwick.1 Upon the death of Standish, the
annuity was given to Sir John Beauchamp, of Holt,
Co. Worcester, then an esquire of the King's
chamber, John de Woodhouse, sometime chamberlain of Cheshire, being ordered to pay it.2 Beauchamp served in the French wars, became justice
of North Wales, and in 1387 was steward of the
King's household. The same year he was created
Lord de Beauchamp, Baron of Kidderminster, but
was attainted and beheaded on Tower Hill after
Easter I388. 3 In 1384 the manor was granted 4
1 Cal. Pat. Rolls and Ches. Recog. Rolls.
Ches. Recog. Roll.
3 See Complete Peerage.
4 Cal. Pat. Rolls.
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for life to John Golofre, subject to the Beauchamp
annuity. Golofre was a figure of some importance,
who, like Beauchamp, had been of the King's
chamber. In 1367, upon his undertaking to serve
the Prince of Wales at all times when summoned
and in time of war with two shields, he obtained a
grant of ,£40 a year for life. 1 This was confirmed
by Richard II when Prince of Wales. 1 Subsequently Golofre was knighted, and became sheriff
and constable and raglot of Flint in I39O. 1 In 1393
he appears to have been concerned in the giving up
of Cherbourg to the agent of the King of Navarre.
His enjoyment of the Shotwick annuity did not last
long, as that manor was wanted as a royal gift for
a far more important personage. An exchequer
grant was substituted in I384,2 but in 1386 this
again was vacated, as the King gave him the
annuity of 100 marks which Sir John del Hay, deceased, had received from the profits of the royal
lordship of Wallingford.3
On September 16, 1385, the manor of Shotwick
was granted,4 for life, without rent, to Sir Hugh
Calveley of Lea, one of the most illustrious captains
the English army has ever known, and one of the
greatest Cheshire figures of all time. The chronicles
of Froissart and Chandos Herald ring with his
exploits and achievements in France, Spain, and
elsewhere, but there is no room here to set
them down.5 He was appointed governor of the
Channel Isles, and was a witness in the Scrope and
Grosvenor case in 1385. Shotwick was valued at
,£36 per annum for the purposes of a gift by the
1 Ches. Recog. Roll.
3 Cal. Pat. Rolls.
3 Cal. Pat. Rolls.

4 Ches. Recog. Rolls ; Cal. Pat. Rolls.
5 For him, see Dr. Bridge's account in vol. xiv. Chester Arch. Soc.;
Diet. Nat. Biog.; The Black Prince (Roxburghe Club, 1842) ; Ancestor, vol. v. p. 67 ; and Sir C. Doyle's The White Company*
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King of ^100 a year which was not to be exceeded
in grants.
The relative positions of the manor and Park are
not altogether clear about this time. In 1386 we
find a warrant issuing to Wm. de Stanley, the parkkeeper, for delivery to Sir Hugh, on the view of
the royal master-carpenter, of wood for the repair
of the " floddeyard " * in the Dee pertaining to the
manor. 2 But in 1387 a warrant 2 ordered the bailiffs
of Sir Hugh to provide the King's carpenter with
oak or other timber for the repair of the mills of
Dee, as the only timber fit for the purpose was to
be found in the Park and in the wood of Saughall.
During Calveley's life, the fishyard next to the
castle was leased 8 to Sir John Holand, a son of the
Earl of Kent by the Fair Maid, who afterwards
became the mother of Richard II. No doubt this
was when Holand was justice of Chester, and before
he became Earl of Huntingdon or Duke of Exeter.4
At the same period the name of Roger Drury occurs
in connection with the sale of dead wood and bark
in the Park and in the wood of Saughall. 5
Sir Hugh died in 1393, an<^ his son, Sir John, on
May 28, 1394, obtained a grant of Shotwick on
similar terms, " because he was retained for life to
stay with the King." 6 Meanwhile the parker's
office had been given to Wm. de Helegh, and in
1394 there are orders to him to deliver to Lawrence
Drue and John Elyncham, who were taking a large
sum of treasure to the King in Ireland, two
" stubbes " for fuel on their passage; 7 to provide
the necessary wood for " bridges " (no doubt gang*
1
3
*
5

See ante, p. 97.
Ches. Recog. Roll.
Ledger Book of Excheq. of Chester (Ormerod, ii. 572 ».).
See Complete Peerage, and Diet, Nat, Biog.
See Ledger Bk., loc. cit.

« Cal. Pat. Rolls.

7 Ches. Recog. Roll.
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ways) for the shipment of oxen and sheep by sea to
the King in Ireland ; 1 to deliver twenty oak trees to
the chamberlain of North Wales for the repair of
the King's castles and mills there; 1 and for the
delivery of two oak trees to the prioress and nuns
of Chester for the repair of their houses and church. 1
Sir John gave up the manor of Shotwick in 1398
in return for an annuity of ^30 a year,1 and he fell
at the battle of Shrewsbury in 1403. Helegh received a confirmation of his office for life, with land
in the Park rent free,1 in 1399, in which year Henry
the Prince of Wales ordered his chamberlain to
repair all the royal castles, houses, and mills in
Chester, Flint, and North Wales ; l an order which
in terms included the castle of Shotwick, but mention of it rarely occurs in these days, and whether it
was even occupied we do not know.
It was probably upon Helegh's death that, in
September 1403, the Prince issued from Killingworth letters patent giving the parker's office for
life to John Brownwynd, his yeoman. The salary
was a penny a day ; the parker had also eight acres
of land " called Woodbank" adjoining the Park
and a house there, also the windfallen wood, but
not trees torn up by the roots.2 Some trouble arose
about 1410 between the parker and Hamo de
Massey of the neighbouring manor of Puddington,
and a number of bonds were entered into by important local persons that Hamo should keep the
peace. 3
Brownwynd continued in office until 1430. In
1412 he was ordered to deliver a doe to Sir Wm.
de Stanley,4 and to the dean and chapter of St.
John's, Chester, four oaks for the repair of the church,
the forester of Delamere being at the same time to
1
1
3
4

Ches. Recog. Roll.
Cal. Pat. Roll 1423, where the 1403 grant is recited.
Ches. Recog. Roll 1410-11.
Ches. Recog. Roll.
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provide eight. 1 In 1422 the Privy Council ordered
a warrant to be sent to the chamberlain of Chester
for the delivery of wood from Delamere and Shotwick Park for the repair of Beaumaris Castle. 2
Meanwhile the manor had been leased for a time
to Hugh Daukyn and Simon le Shepherd, 3 but in
1410 William Porter, one of the King's esquires,
had a grant of it for life upon his giving up an
annuity of £20 which he received out of the fee
farm of the town of Coventry. 4 The Prince in
1412 renewed 4 this grant to Porter and his wife
Agnes in survivorship, with an annuity of 50 marks
and the stipulation that '' le savagyn" (the beasts
of game) in the Park were to be reserved for the
Prince's recreation. Porter, who became a knight, 5
received other marks of royal favour in 1413, 6 when
the custody (without rent) of the manors of Ledcombe Regis (Berks), Offord Cluny (Hunts),
Manton and Tykesore (Rutland) was granted to
him so long as they were in the King's hand on
account of the French war. A commission was
issued in 1426-7 to Sir William de Stanley, knight,
and John Hope of Chester to inquire into certain
wards, reliefs, escheats and " natives " (presumably
bondmen) pertaining to the manor of Shotwick, as
Porter complained he was not being allowed them
as he should be under his grants. 7
Agnes Porter appears to have lived, and held the
manor, for many years, during which various persons
occupied the office of parker. In 1430 William
Troutbeck of Dunham, the founder of the Cheshire
branch of that family, obtained it on the surrender
1 Ches. Recog. Roll.
8 Acts of Privy Council, vol. ii. 319.

3
4
5
see

Ches. Recog. Roll 1406.
Ches. Recog. Roll.
For other reference to him and archers of Cheshire in his retinue,
Cheshire Sheaf III., vol. v. p. 92.

6 Cal. Pat. Rolls.

7 Ches. Recog. Roll.
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by Brownwynd. 1 In April 1437, Thomas Aventre,
a groom of the chamber, was given the parkership
of " Shotwick Park, lately called Burnellwoodes,"
to hold by self or deputy, 2 but in May this was
superseded by a grant 8 of the office for life or
survivorship to William Troutbeck, then the
chamberlain of Chester, and John his son, with
2d. a day for their wages. William Troutbeck
fought at Agincourt in command of a large body
of men-at-arms and archers, and was chancellor of
the Duchy of Lancaster in 1424, and sheriff of
Chester in 1437. His son, Sir John, succeeded
him as chamberlain, and held the honourable
serjeanty of the Bridge Gate. They were the
ancestors in the female line of the Talbots, Earls
of Shrewsbury.
Agnes Porter seems to have been still alive in
1452 when John Troutbeck obtained a reversionary
lease of the manor for fifty years at a rent of 10
marks per annum, in recompense of his expenses
whilst attending the King's three eyres held at
Blackheath and in the last Parliament. 3 He was
a whole-hearted supporter of the house of Lancaster, and fell at the battle of Bloreheath in 1459
with his two brothers-in-law, Sir Thomas Venables
and Sir John Done of Utkinton, mentioned below.
Thomas Dawne, a yeoman of the Crown, was given
the parker's office in 1458 during pleasure,3 and
was followed in office by Sir John Done. 4
A great Lancashire family now enters the field of
our history, upon the accession of Edward IV ; and
in 1461 the two manors of Shotwick and (Great)
Saughall, with the office of parker, were given
for life to Eleanor, wife of Thomas, Lord Stanley,
1 Ches. Recog. Roll.
2 Cal. Pat. Rolls.

3 Ches. Recog. Roll.
4 Ormerod, quoting Harl. MSS. 2115, 123. |
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and his son John. 1 Eleanor Stanley was, of course,
the daughter of the Earl of Salisbury, and sister of
Richard, Earl of Warwick, "the King-maker."
The Act of Resumption in 1467-8 by Edward IV
contains a provision that it is not to be prejudicial
to gifts to Lord Stanley, his wife or son, but makes
a special exception of " the lordship and manor of
Shotwyke with the Parke there," 2 which were thus
resumed by the King, only to be regranted again
in December 1468." Eleanor died about 1472, and
in 1475 John her son obtained the office of "parcarius" during pleasure,3 being succeeded therein
in 1477 by his brother George.3 John Stanley is
usually ignored in the Stanley pedigrees, but George
was the son who was created Lord Strange in
1482-3, and died in his father's lifetime. Lord
Stanley, who became Earl of Derby in 1485, and
had held the office of justice of Chester, so often
associated with Shotwick, took a lease the same
year of the manor of Shotwick with the piscary
known as the Floodyards, for twenty years at a
rental of ,£24 per annum. 3 This fishery was quite
distinct from the one owned by the Hockenhulls
of Church Shotwick. According to a claim made
by John Hockenhull in 1499-1500, his fishery
seems to have been " within the bounds of the
Woodbank," i.e. between the bounds of Church
Shotwick and Castle Shotwick, 4 and up the stream
which runs between Church Shotwick and Woodbank. Hockenhull also claimed the right to make
voyages with ships without licence ; probably a
1 Ches. Recog. Roll.
2 Rot. Part., v. 608.

3 Ches. Recog. Roll.
* Harl. MS. 2115, 84, 92 quoted by Ormerod (Helsby's edition),
p. 563, where a perfectly intelligible reference to the manor of Castle
Shotwick is made to refer to the castle of Shotwick by the addition
of words in square brackets. See also Lanes, and Ches. Records,
pp. 117-18 and 122.
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reference to freedom from the jurisdiction of the
admiral or the searcher.
The Stanleys were followed at Shotwick by
Peter Newton, who seems to have been of a
Cheshire family. 1 He was secretary and councillor to Arthur Prince of Wales and clerk of the
signet. After being appointed parker during pleasure in I494,2 and for life in 1500, he obtained
a lease of the manor for twenty-one years at
^"24, as. 4d. rent.3 It was during his tenure of office
that Richard Oldham, a monk who later became
abbot of St. Werburgh's, was " presented " for hunting in the royal Park with greyhounds and other
dogs, and killing two harts and four hinds.4
Under Henry VIII another Cheshire family
comes to the fore. In 1512 Sir Ralph Egerton of
Ridley received a lease (to take effect at the end
of Newton's) of the manor, park and fishery in Dee
for forty-one years at the same rental, 5 and a little
later he was appointed " Magister de la Game " at
Shotwick, 6 whilst he also held the offices of ranger
of Delamere and constable of Chester Castle.
Egerton was not, however, parker of Shotwick, and
on the death of Newton this office was given in
1524 to John Southall. 7
A contest for the parkership and its perquisites
now seems to have taken place between the Brereton family, who were much in favour at Court at
this time, and Egerton. The families were both in
close association with Henry VIII. Writing from
1 Ormerod, iii. pp. 858 and 860.
2 Ches. Recog. Roll.
' Ches. Recog. Roll and Signed Warrants, 26th Rep. Dep. Keeper,
App. p. 26.
4 Indict. Rolls, quoted in Chester Arch. Soc., vol. xvi. (N.S.),
p. 156 ».
6 Cal. S. P. Dom., 30 Aug. 1512.

' Ches. Recog. Roll.
' Ches. Recog. Roll and Signed Bill, 26th Rep. Dep. Keeper, App.
p. 29.
H
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Greenwich on 2ist March 1524-5 to the commissioners appointed to raise a voluntary aid of
money in Cheshire for his use, the King, after
saying they had no doubt heard of the happy results
of his assistance in men and money to the Duke of
Bourbon and other great personages in Italy by the
defeat and captivity of Francis I of France and
the King of Navarre at the battle of Pavia, goes
on to say that he had consulted with his Council
how to turn the victory to the best account, and
was sending instructions to the commissioners by
Sir Ralph Egerton and Randulf Brereton.1 But
the families were far from being friends, and these
two quarrelled over Shotwick. The State Papers
have preserved an interesting letter, dated at
Chester, 25th August 1526, from " Randulph Brereton " either Sir Randulph Brereton of Ipstones,
Shocklach and Malpas, a knight - banneret who
acted as chamberlain of Chester for more than
twenty years, or his son of the same name. It is
addressed to William Brereton 2 (son of the elder
Sir Randulph), then a groom of the Privy Chamber
of Henry VIII, and afterwards knighted, and it is
apparent that the latter was endeavouring to get
the parker's office, with the addition of the right
to the herbage in the Park, which he thought
had never been part of the parker's perquisites.
William Brereton is advised to get his warrant
signed in all haste, as " Sir Ralph Egerton rode on
Friday last to my lady Princess and intendeth to
make great labour for all his offices and farms to
him and his son jointly, if it cost him ^"1000, as
it is me told. Howbeit he speaketh fair and every
day more gentely than other, I trust him the worse."
William Brereton is urged to move the King, " my
Lord Cardinal," the Princess, Lord Exeter, and
1 Signed Bill, 26th Rep. Dep. Keeper, App. p. 23.
' Letters and Papers Henry VIII, iv. part i. p. 1087 (No. 2431).
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any others who might have influence in his cause.
Randulph Brereton inquires what is proposed as
regards the execution of warrants from the King
and the Princess's Council for bucks and the like
in Shotwick Park. One had come for " master
Russell" her secretary, and perhaps therefore it
had better be executed. No one will stay long in
the office of parker unless there are other profits
besides the wage of a penny a day, and so William
should press for the occupation of the eight acres
and house usually attached to the office, and take
the advice of learned counsel. The land is sown
with corn and the third sheaf belongs to the parker
or his deputy. A later letter 1 mentions that there
had been a restraint on hunting at Shotwick for a
period of a year.
The Breretons gained the day, and in 1528 Sir
William Brereton and Sir Urian Brereton of Handford, his brother, obtained a grant by patent for
their joint lives of the lordship and of the office
of park-keeper on the resignation of Southall. 2 Sir
William held other local offices of importance, being
comptroller of the records of Chester and Flint,
rider of Delamere, escheator of Cheshire, and also
sheriff of Flint at the time of his downfall. He was
one of those who were accused by Henry VIII of
being on too familiar terms with Anne Boleyn
(whose pet dog, it may be noted, was called after
his brother Urian). Sir William was beheaded in
1536," and the same year one Richard Bream ob1 Letters and Papers Henry VIII, iv. part i. p. 3179.
2 Signed Bills loc. cit. and Ches. Recog. Roll. There were still disputes, and in 1530-1 the matter was referred to two of the judges ;
Anc. Deeds 10,688 (late Cartae Antiquae, M. 97). Excheq. K. R.
Accounts 135/28 (late Cartae Antiq., T. 91) are accounts of herbage
and profit of fishery at Shotwick. Account 135/29 (Cartae Antiq.,
T. 106) is a packet of copies of Parker's patents. There are also
copies of patents and some accounts in Aug. Off. Miscell. Parcel 33
(late Cartae Antiq., T. 139).
3 Letters and Papers Henry VIII, x. pp. 364-6, gives details of
his lands and offices, with a reminder to Master Secretary of those in
the King's gift.
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tained a lease for life, at the old rent, of the manor
or " lordship" of Shotwick, as it was now more
often called, the fishery, and also the parkership
for life with the office of " Master of the Park
and Hunt." * Who Bream was does not appear,
but in a very short time he surrendered his grant
in order to have Sir John Massey of Puddington associated with him in the offices and lease, 2
which appears to have somehow terminated before
Massey's death.
Massey was customs searcher of the city of
Chester, and there are several references to him and
his duties in the proceedings of the Privy Council.
In May 1546, a vessel arrived at Dublin laden with
goods from abroad, which included wine, " Tolous
woad," cotton, cloth " brode and narroe," salt, resin,
and pitch. Being seized in Dublin by the farmer
of the customs there, the ship was afterwards
stolen in the night by John Brown, " a common
robber upon the Sees," and Dennis Fleming, an exsoldier, and sailed across into " the Creke " of Shotwick. There " eftsoones" she was stayed by Sir
John Massey as a forfeiture. The Privy Council,
" for that the wares by long lyeing wold suffer grete
empayrement," ordered them to be valued and sold,
and eventually "entier restitucion" was made to
William Hancock and Patrick Sarswell, the Dublin
merchants to whom the goods belonged.3 Massey's
zeal in his duties had just before received a rebuff.
" Upon a vayne pretence" he seized some Gascon
wines out of a Spanish ship at Chester " wythout
that any vent hadde been made or any bulcke
broken of the same." Upon the merchants of
1 Ches. Recog. Roll, and Privy Seal in 26th Rep. Dep. Keeper,
App. p. 18.
' Ches. Recog. Roll, and Privy Seal in 26th Rep. Dep. Keeper,
App. p. 18.
3 Acts of Privy Council (Nicolas), 1542-7, pp. 441 and 449.
Letters and Papers Henry VIII, xxi. (i), p. 490.
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Chester complaining to the Privy Council, "a
sharppe letter" was written ordering him to redeliver incontinently the wine, and make a large
recompense for his indiscreet molesting. 1
Under Edward VI another distinguished and
wealthy family obtained an interest in Shotwick
which ultimately developed into a permanent one.
For the Wilbrahams of Woodhey the sober
Ormerod even cannot withhold his admiration, and
exclaims that they were " graced with every social
virtue that could render rank endearing to their
equals and venerated by their dependants." Richard
Wilbraham, afterwards of Woodhey, was appointed
park-keeper in 1549," but surrendered this grant in
1553 in order to obtain from Queen Mary a lease 2
for sixty years of the demesne and manor of Shotwick, the vill, demesne, and manor of Great Saughall,
the parker's office, house and land in Woodbank,
and the fishery, at a rental of ,£24, 33. 4d.
Richard was a great courtier. He was master
of the jewel-house and of the revels to Queen Mary,
who, Webb tells us in his Itinerary of Nantwich,
"princeley rewarded his worthy service unto her."
He died in 1558 and left his lease of Shotwick to
his executors to pay his debts and legacies and the
expenses of his nephew William Daniell (afterwards
a judge) at the Inns of Court. He ordered that
James Hawky, his servant, should be "kept of
Shotwick Park during his life, and to have for his
wages 403. by yere, grass for vj Kye, iiij yong bests
and a nage yerely, he using himself to them whom
shall have the lease of Shotwicke like as ane honest
servant be put in such trust ought to do." 3
The Park was still full of deer, and the Wilbrahams were frequent donors of venison to their
1 Acts of Privy Council, loc. cit., p. 184.
* Ches. Recog. Roll.
1 Wills and Inv. (Chet. Soc.), i. 84.
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friends, including in particular Sir Richard Shuttleworth of Smithills, Lancashire, the justice of
Chester. There are many entries in the Shuttleworth accounts 1 from 1591 to 1598 of payments
to men bringing "fatte bukes" from Shotwick
Park, the fees being upon a regular scale, 43. for a
doe, 55. or 6s. 8d. each for a buck, two does a noble,
or two bucks a mark.
In 1572 "my Lord Strange" was entertained at
a banquet at Shotwick to which the corporation of
Chester contributed i8s. 6d. for wine, sugar, fruit,
marmalade, comfits, carraways, and biscuits. 2
In July 1601 a special commission 3 was issued by
Queen Elizabeth, under which Sir John Savage,
Richard Grosvenor, Henry Mainwaring, William
Liversage, Hugh Beston, and others were ordered
to view, perambulate, and tread over " our Park of
Shotwick with the Palinge and Inclosure thereof,"
and to make a report on various points set out in
certain " articles of instruction." These included
the number and state of the buildings, the acreage
of pasture, arable, and waste, the timber, and the
annual value of them all; whether the Park was
enclosed with pale, wall, or hedge ; how many
keepers, their wages, &c.; what " mynes" and
quarries of stone, lead, and coal, &c.
At the time of this inquiry one George Mainwaring, gentleman, was living in Shotwick Lodge, 4
and is sometimes described as "of Shotwick Park."
I have not identified him, but I suspect his presence,
no doubt as a tenant, is due to the fact that Richard
Wilbraham's elder brother Thomas (whom he suc1 Printed by the Chet. Soc.
2 Morris, Chester, p. 80 n.
3 Spec. Comm. Chester, No. 508 (Pub. Rec. Off.). No return to
this commission has been found.
4 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd Ser., i. p. 9. This is possibly Ormerod's
reason for saying the Mainwarings of Peover acquired Shotwick Park
from the Wilbrahams. I have seen no evidence of that.
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ceeded at Woodhey in 1558) married a daughter of
Sir John Mainwaring of Peover. George Mainwaring died in May 1608, and was buried at Burton. 1
His widow, as Elizabeth Mainwaring of Shotwick,
was married again the following November to Henry
Bold of Upton, and her daughter of the same name
married Peter, son of this Henry Bold.8
In August 1617 King James visited Chester on
his way south from Scotland. He rode in state
through the city, received an address, listened to a
Latin oration, attended service, and was present at
a civic banquet ; in fact, his visit took much the
same course as a royal one would do in these days,
except that an offer of knighthood made to the
mayor of Chester was declined. James then proceeded to the Vale Royal, and stayed at Utkinton
with John Done (whose wife was a daughter of
Thomas Wilbraham of Woodhey). Webb, who
laments the death in 1610 of "his dear master the
renowned owner of Woodhey," has some notes on
this royal visit. The King spent four days " taking
pleasing contentment in his disports to the Forest,"
and enjoying "successful pleasure in the hunting of
his own hounds of a stag to death." John Done,
the forester of Delamere, " a gentleman very compleat in many excellencies of nature, wit, and ingenuity," so satisfactorily arranged the sport that
he was honoured with knighthood, and the bonds
which joined the Wilbrahams with the court were
greatly strengthened.
Shortly after the expiration of the long Wilbraham lease of 1553, namely in January 1617-18,
King James vested a number of royal manors and
estates by deed 3 in commissioners for the benefit of
the Prince of Wales, their names being Sir Francis
1 Beazley's Burton, p. 55.
8 Mar. Lies. (Rec. Society).
8 Recited in the deeds of 1627 next mentioned.
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Bacon, Chancellor of the Prince; Sir John Daccombe, Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster ;
Thos. Murray, Sir John Fullerton, Sir John Walter,
and Sir Thomas Trevor. The properties (which
included the manors of Shotwick and Great Saughall, the Park, &c.) were transferred for a period of
ninety-nine years. Thomas Wilbraham of Woodhey was then dead, and his son, Sir Richard, a
knight who was created a baronet in 1621, set
about soon after the accession of Charles I to become the absolute owner of the Shotwick property.
This he effected by two deeds 1 one, dated nth
December 1627, under which he acquired from the
surviving commissioners the remaining years of
their long lease ; and the other, dated i yth December
1627, by which Charles I confirmed the last transaction and sold the reversion for .£900. A rent of
£20 per annum was payable to the Crown after the
end of the ninety-nine years; and the property,
which included the Park of 873 acres, the Lodge,
the parker's house with 25 acres, and the deer, but
not the manor of Great Saughall, which the Crown
retained for a while,2 all described as " part of the
possessions of the Earls of Chester," was vested in
Thomas Wilbraham, the son and heir of Richard,
to hold by military service as the fourth part of a
knight's fee. The second deed is of portentous
length, and includes in the sale all the royal rights
of hunting and free warren in the Park. Wilbraham
agreed to be responsible in future for the wages of
303. 5d. payable to the "Gustos" of the Park, and
of IDS. to the " Magister of the Game." Certain
encroachments, within the manor of Saughall but
outside the ambit of the Park, which were let by
the Crown at a rental of £g, 135. 4d., were excepted
1 Ches. Recog. Roll 4-5 Car. i. m. 3-5.
1 Great Saughall is wrongly stated by Ormerod to have passed by
this grant. Sulley says Sir T. Wilbraham bought it in 1665.
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from the grant, but otherwise the Crown interests
in Shotwick completely disappeared for ever.
In 1632 there appears to have been an action 1
brought by the Attorney - General against Sir
Richard, in which the title to the manor, and also
the extent of his purchase, was called in question,
but apparently without much result.
Further
troubles too arose in 1637, when Matthew Anderton, the Deputy Vice-Admiral of Cheshire and
Lancashire, complained to the Lords of the Admiralty that he and his assistants had been affronted
and hindered, and the Courts held by him violently
opposed, by the tenants of the lord of Saughall and
Shotwick, also by the mayor of Chester, the lords
of the coast manors of Hale and Halebank and
along to Liverpool, by Liverpool itself, Mr. Blundell of I nee, the lord of Bold for North Meols, the
lord of Rossall, and the water-bailiff of the duchy
of Furness.2
Sir Richard Wilbraham died in 1643, an^ was
succeeded by his son Sir Thomas, whose estates
as a Royalist were seized by the Commonwealth
sequestrators. From his composition papers it
appears that he still possessed Shotwick Park, and
that he was paying King's chief rents for it and for
the manor of Great Saughall (the latter under his
lease). Sir Thomas compounded for his valuable
estates in Cheshire and elsewhere by a payment
of ^3093, urging in mitigation that his manor house
of Tilston had been burnt to the ground, that he
had himself lost ^1000 worth of personal belongings, and that Sir Richard, his father, was always
well affected to the Parliament, and, being taken
prisoner by the King's forces, had died in custody.
Sir Wm. Brereton, the great Cheshire Parliamen1 Ex. Dep. 1632-3, Hilary 22.
1 Cal. S. P. Dom. 1637, fo. 142. For some other proceedings of
the Vice-Admiral, see Jour. Chester Arch. Sac. (O.S.), vol. i. p. 244.
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tary leader, wrote a letter " from Chester Suburbs,"
on 2Oth November 1645, to the Speaker, asking
for a pass to be granted to enable Sir Thomas to
come in and compound : " He was never active nor
in arms. His Lady [Elizabeth] is a very godly
and gracious woman, and one who from the beginning hath manifested her great and good affections in the cause, the prosperitie and success
whereof I believe she prefers before any outward
interests whatsoever."
Sir Thomas died in 1660, and presumably Shotwick passed to his son of the same name, who died
in 1692, leaving three daughters to inherit his
estates. They became the respective wives of Lord
Huntingtower (afterwards the Earl of Dysart), the
Earl of Bradford, and Sir Thomas Middleton of
Chirk, Baronet.
Before we pass to the post-Commonwealth history of Shotwick Park, which is not quite of the
same interest, a few contemporary references may
be introduced.
Leland, in his Itinerary written about the year
1536, has these notes on the district: "A Myle
lower [than Crabwall] is Shottewik Castelle on the
very Shore longging to the King; and thereby ys
a Park. Shottewike Townelet is a 3 Quarters of
a Myle lower. And 2 Mile lower is a Rode in
Dee caulled Salthouse, wher again[st] it on the
Shore is a Salt House Cottage." 1 Of these Saltworks, Ormerod says the spring is entirely unknown,
and he suggests that the salt was obtained by
evaporation from the waters of the estuary.2 " The
Saltersway" occurs in the fourteenth century as
the name of the highway from the eastern outskirts
of Chester to Shotwick Ford.3 Whether the name
\
1 Hearne's edn., y. 55.
' Helsby's edn., i. Ixxii.
3 Post,?- 130-
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, or Sotowiche in its early form, has anything to do with salt is a difficult question, but the
derivation from the Scandinavian wik, a creek or
bay, seems much more probable.
Camden in the 1594 edition of his Britannia does
not refer to Shotwick Castle, but in that of I6O7 1
states " Huius ingressu [Wirall] ad austrum Shotwick castrum regium aestuario incumbit," which
Gough, in his 1789 version, thus paraphrases : " On
the entrance of this neck of land from the south
stands Shotwick, a royal castle commanding the
firth." 2 He adds : " Shotwick Castle, now in ruins,
stands in a park formerly belonging to the Crown,
but now the property of Owen Salusbury Brereton, esq.s The castle was a pentagon of fifty-one
feet on each side. The watch tower five story
high. An exact drawing of it is preserved in the
British Museum [Harl.] MS. No. 2079." 4
Webb in his account of Wirral, 5 written about
the year 1621, says: "And so we come to Shotwick, a little parish Church, and near unto it an
ancient house that hath belonged to John Hockenhall (sic) of Hockenhall, esq., and so we come to
that gallant park called Shotwick Park where sometimes have been and yet are remaining the ruins of
a fair castle that stands upon the brink of Dee
within the Park ; in which is also a fine lodge for
the habitation of the keepers of the Prince's Highness' deer in that park and is in the holding of Sir
Richard Wilbraham whom we have so often mentioned ; from whence we come to Great Saughall,
a fair lordship and chiefly belonging to his Highness ; and Little Saughall, another fine township,
the lands of sundry freeholders there inhabiting ;
1
*
3
4

6th edn., p. 460.
Vol. ii. p. 424.
For him, see post,
See/<«/, p. 128.

5 Printed in King's Vale Royal and Ormerod,
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and along by the precincts of them both lies a place
called anciently King's Wood where now his Highness's tenants have made inclosure to the great
encrease of corn for the benefit of the country." 1
According to Lysons' Cheshire, Shotwick Park
was sold by the Wilbrahams about 1700 to Thomas
Brereton, but I am unable to say if this was so,
and until the deeds of the property are examined
it must remain uncertain what part of the estates
in Shotwick Park and Great Saughall came to
Brereton by purchase and what part through his
wife. Thomas Brereton was apparently a descendant of the Malpas Hall (or junior) branch of the
Cheshire Breretons through the Breretons of Burros
(or Bersham) in Denbighshire. 2
Thomas Brereton was Mayor of Liverpool in
1732, and sat in Parliament for that place for many
years. In 1729 he was appointed a Commissioner
of the Victualling Office, and was certainly at Shotwick then. His first wife was a Miss Trelawny, a
sister of Sir William Trelawny, sixth baronet, of
Trelawny, Cornwall, governor of Jamaica. After
her death Brereton married Catherine, daughter
and heiress of Salusbury Lloyd, of Leadbrook, Co.
Flint, with whom he ultimately obtained a number
of valuable estates. Salusbury Lloyd, who died
about 1754, seems to have been a son of John
Lloyd of Chester, 3 and the latter's wife was, it
would seem, Letitia Salusbury, the ultimate heiress
of the Leadbrook estates, which had passed to a
junior branch of the Salusbury family of Lleweni
by a marriage long ago with the heiress of the
Hookes of Leadbrook. 4 A branch of the Lloyds
1 See post, pp. 132 et seq.
2 The descent is far from clear. See Ormerod, ii. 301, 686; iii.
901 ; Cheshire Sheaf, ist Ser., ii. 284.

3 Chester Freemen's Rolls (Rec. Soc.).
' See Cheshire Sheaf, 1st Ser., iii. 244 and i. 300.
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appears at Shotwick in the seventeenth century, 1
and I should not be surprised to find that a member
of the family purchased the manor of Great Saughall, which was still held by the Crown at the time
of the Commonwealth. A survey of "the New
Common or New Ground, part of the manor of
Saughall," was made in October 1650, under the
act for the sale of the King's manors. From this it
appears there were thirty-three tenants, all holding
under Sir Thomas Wilbraham, who himself held
by lease from the Crown. 2 Catherine Brereton
inherited her father's estates, and thus in one way
or another Thomas Brereton became owner of
Shotwick Park and the manor of Great Saughall,
and adopted the additional surname of Salusbury.
He died on gth March 1756, and left his estates
to his son Owen (Salusbury) Brereton, born in
1715, and educated at Westminster and Trinity
College, Cambridge, of which he was a scholar, but
did not graduate. He ultimately became recorder
of Liverpool and baron of the Exchequer of Chester,
posts which he held for many years. 3 He was a
diligent antiquary also, though not an accurate one.
"He was solicitous to be considered the representative ... of the elder and principal branch of the
family of the Breretons of Brereton Hall and Malpas
Castle. Confounding persons who were of different
branches and eighth cousins, in statements which
must be pronounced empirical, in order to support
the misrepresentation, he contrived the introduction
upon a portrait of the first Lord Brereton of a
suicidal inscription in which it is stated that the
1 Wills of Edward Lloyd of Shotwick, gent., 1646, of Edward Lloyd
of Shotwick, 1671, and of William Lloyd of Shotwick, 1721, were
proved at Chester.
8 List of Parliamentary Rentals and Surveys (P.R.O.), No. 22,
Cheshire.
3 For him, see Diet. Nat. Biog., Chalmers' Biog. Diet., and
Ormerod, ii. 573. Another son, Robert, two years younger, was also
a scholar of Trinity, Cambridge, and did not graduate.
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father of the first Lord Brereton (who, three reigns
later, according to the parish register, died and was
buried at Brereton, 4th September 1559, in the
reign of Elizabeth), was beheaded on the 26th
Henry VIII." 1
Owen Salusbury Brereton died without issue in
1798, and appears to have divided his large estates
in Cheshire, Flintshire, Derbyshire, and Wales
amongst his maternal relatives the Trelawnys.
Part he left to William Lewis Trelawny, afterwards
eighth Baronet, of Trelawny, Lord-Lieutenant of
Cornwall, M.P., who assumed the additional name
of Salusbury on 3Oth October 1802, and the name
of Salusbury-Trelawny on igth December 1807.
The Shotwick and Great Saughall estates were
given to Colonel Charles Brereton Trelawny, a
nephew of the first Mrs. Thomas Brereton, and of
Sir William Trelawny, sixth Baronet. Charles
Trelawny assumed the additional name of Brereton
on 12th June 1800. He was a Lieutenant-Colonel
in the 3rd regiment of Guards, and M.P. for the
borough of St. Michael's, Cornwall. He died on loth
September 1820, aged 61, and was buried at St.
Anne's, Soho, where there is a monumental inscription.2 He appears to have added the reputed manor
of Little Saughall to his estates by an exchange
with Charles Potts. From him Shotwick passed to
his son, Captain Harry Brereton Trelawny, who
died in 1869, and then to the latter's son, Captain
Horace Dormer Trelawny, who built a house there
which was subsequently enlarged. Horace Dormer
Trelawny died without male issue ; his brother,
Harry Brereton Trelawny, junior, died a bachelor
in 1851; and another brother, Clarence, died without male issue. The heiresses were Mrs. Florence
1 Archaologia, vol. xxxiii. (1848), p. 80. See also Ormerod, iii. 85,
ii. 573 «., and Archaologia, ix. 368.
* Miscell. Gen. et Her. (Series five), vol. i. p. 86.
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Rooper, Maud and Lilian Trelawny, Mrs. Hilda
Cottrell Dormer, and Mrs. Mimy Rigby, the
daughters of Horace Dormer Trelawny.
It may be worth noting that Clarence Trelawny
(born 1826, the third son of Captain H. B. Trelawny,
of Shotwick), who was an officer in the Austrian
army, married, for his first wife, the Countess de
Beauregard, who, as Miss Howard, had been the
mistress of Napoleon III. Upon the latter announcing his intention to marry the lady who became the
Empress Eugenic, Miss Howard's wounded feelings
manifested themselves by some extraordinary exhibitions in Paris, and she had to be consoled with
titles for herself and her son, and an estate at
Versailles. Her marriage with Captain Trelawny
was dissolved in the fifties, and on her death, in
1865, a remarkable rumour was current that she had
been strangled by the Emperor's orders.1
On 27th October 1906 the Shotwick Park
estate of about 1600 acres was offered for sale at
the Grosvenor Hotel, Chester. The sale included
" the manor or royalty of Shotwick Park, and the
manors or reputed manors of Great and Little
Saughall"; but the vendors declined to show the
boundaries, nature, or constituents of the last two
manors, or to give any information about the
manorial rights.
Lot i included the area of the old Park, still defined by hedge and dyke, then divided into the Parkgate House 2 Farm of 376 acres, Shotwick Lodge
Farm of 429 acres, the Home Farm ot 43 acres,
the Green Farm of no acres, 74 acres of woods,
and also a strip of plantation on the north of
Woodbank Lane which probably represented the
1 For her, see Notes and Queries, nth Series, iv. 347, 430, 473,
535, &c. Captain Trelawny married a second wife.
* This stands at the southern boundary of the old park, and there
are still gates here and at the Woodbank end of the road which bisects the park. The lodge at the latter end is quite modern.
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land attached in older days to the parker's house
and office. Among the field names of this lot,
it is interesting to find some near the corner of
Woodbank Lane and the main road bearing the
name of " the pale heys," a clear reference to the
fence which enclosed the Park. This lot (1328
acres), with lots 5 to 18 (about 60 acres more),
was purchased by Mr. William Vernon, and he thus
acquired a square of property reaching from the
Parkgate Road on the east to the Dee boundary on
the west, and from the Woodbank Lane on the
north to the main street of Great Saughall on the
south. The remaining lots (about 250 acres), which
included the centre and middle part of Great Saughall and part of Little Saughall, were sold to other
persons.
From the scantiness of the references to the
CASTLE which have occurred in the foregoing
account, it will be clear that we know very little
about it. Leland and Camden mention it as existing in their days, though in what state they do not
say. 1 In 1621 "the ruins" of a castle are noted
by Webb, and by Gough in 1789." The latter
states it was a pentagon of fifty-one feet on each
side, mentions " The Water Tower five storey high,"
and goes on to refer to a drawing in the British
Museum. No doubt he means the "Ground Plots
and Draught of the Castle of Shotwick" in Harl.
MS. 2073 (in), where two rude sketches are given.
One is " the ruines of the Castle of Shotwick on the
west side," showing a decayed tower on a mound;
this no doubt formed a basis for the old engraving 3
1 Ante, pp. 122-3.
* Ante, p. 123.
3 Taken from Hulbert's Cheshire Antiquities, 1838. This engraving
is missing in the copy in the Liverpool Public Library, but there are
several specimens in the Mayer papers there. The castle is drawn
on Captain Collin's Survey of the Dee (1684-9), and on Chart No. 5 of
Huddart's Coasting Pilot (1794), but only in a conventional manner.

DRAWINGS OF SHOTWICK CASTLE
(Harl. MS. 2073 (ill), Randle Holme Collections)
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(drawn by J. Strutt at the commencement of the
eighteenth century), recently reproduced in Memorials of Old Cheshire. The other is "The
ground plot of Shotwick Castle before it was
ruinated " ; this is the plan reproduced by Ormerod
and by Sulley.1 The former's account of the castle
need not be repeated here.
In 1876 Mr. Williams, the schoolmaster of Saughall, made some excavations on the site of the
castle, of which Sulley gives a few details, but the
writer has not found that any full account was ever
printed, which is unfortunate.2 The foundations
were uncovered at a depth of about seven feet,
resting on great boulder pebbles. A pebbled roadway leading from an arched way into the courtyard
and a watercourse were also revealed. The bricks
were small and thin, and not of the local clay.
Many pieces of glazed pottery of various periods
were discovered, also a spur, and fragments of deer
horns. At Shotwick Lodge, now a farm, there is
a building with mullioned windows, the stones and
bricks of which are said to have come from the
castle ruins. Other remains were used upon the
roads in the vicinity. It is much to be wished that
some systematic excavation by experienced persons
could be made upon the site of the castle, and until
this is done any attempt to describe it accurately
would be of little value.
As the Dee ran close to the walls of the castle
of Shotwick after rounding the bend by Burton
Rocks, it is natural that there should have been
in earlier days a landing place near it, perhaps up a
creek, which would later develop into a quay where
soldiers could be landed, and disembarked, and goods
1 Henshall's History of Chester (1817), p. 647, also reproduces this
plan, but reversed as seen in a looking-glass.
2 The files of the Chester Courant might reveal an article or note
on the subject.
I

130 The Royal Manor and Park of Shot-wick
received. In 1357-8 we hear of 21,000 slates from
Ogwen in Wales being brought by ship to Shotwick
Park, and thence carted to Chester to repair the
roof of the great stable in Chester Castle. 1 A substantial quay is said to have been built near Shotwick Castle in the fifteenth century, but it was
gradually superseded by the New Quay formed at
Great Neston in the reign of Elizabeth.
In the finding of the jurors in an inquiry held in
1339-40 into the boundaries of Hoole Heath near
Chester, reference is made to the " Saltesway which
is the Kyng's Highway ner Chester to lede the
hoost of our Sovregn lord the Kyng in tyme of
warre unto Shotwyk Ford." 2 Probably this ford
over the Dee into Wales was entered not far from
the castle, which was no doubt built to protect it.
It was one of the regular fords of Dee, and must
have been much used in the Welsh wars of the
thirteenth century. There is no record that the
tenants upon the manor of Shotwick had to assist
in protecting the ford, but the Arneways of Chester,
when tenants of the neighbouring hamlet of Crabwall under the Mainwarings in the thirteenth century, were bound to see to the safe keeping of the
ford, as it was wont to be guarded in time of war. 8
This obligation was doubtless of very ancient date.
There is reason to believe that in 1277 or 1278
Edward I crossed there on horseback, and pitched
his camp at Basingwerk, whence he personally
superintended the erection of Flint Castle.4 The
fords of Dee were still in use in the eighteenth
century. Celia Fiennes, sister of Viscount Say
and Sele, passed through Cheshire and Wales about
1700, and recorded her experiences in a diary which
1
a
3
'

Chamberlain^ Accounts, loc. cit.
Ormerod (original edition), ii. 440.
Ormerod (Helsby), ii. 576.
Ante, p. 92.
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was published only in I888. 1 After leaving Holywell she crossed the Dee, and gives an interesting
account of the dangers of the journey :
I forded over the Dee when the tide was out, all upon the
sands at least a mile, which was as smooth as a die, being a
few hours left of the flood. The sands are here so loose that
the tides do move them from one place to another at every flood
that the same place one used to af-ford a month or two before is
not to be passed now, for as it brings the sands in heaps to one
place so it leaves others in deep holes, which are covered with
water and loose sand that would swallow up a horse or carriages;
so I had two guides to conduct me over. The carriages, which
are used to it, and pass continually at the ebb of water, observe
the drift of the sands and so escape the danger. It was at least
a mile I went on the sands before I came to the middle of the
channel, which was pretty deep and with such a current or tide
which was falling out to the sea, together with the wind, the
horses' feet could scarce stand against it; but it was but narrow, ^
just the deep part of the channel, and so soon over. When the
tide is fully out they frequently ford in many places which they
mark as the sands fall, and go near nine or ten miles over the
sands from Chester to Burton, or to Flint town almost; but many
persons that have known the fords well, that have come a year
or half a year after, if they venture on their former knowledge
have been overwhelmed in the ditches made by the sands, which
is deep enough to swallow up a coach or waggon; but they
convey their coals from Wales and any other things by waggon
when the tide is out to Chester and other parts.

When the new straight channel of the Dee
was constructed Shotwick Ford (with others) was
abolished, and the Upper and Lower King's (now
Queen's) ferries were established. The Wild Marsh
is a more recent name for that part of the Dee
flats which it traversed, and now the members of
the Chester Golf Club have their links upon the
reclaimed ground.
There are frequent mentions in old deeds of a
mill at Shotwick, and we are told by Mr. Elton
that a water-mill lay just north of the castle. This
1 Through England on a Side Saddle. See the extracts in Cheshire
Sheaf, 3rd Ser., vi. 60, &c.
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must not be confused with " the Two Mills," which
stood on the heath at the top of Woodbank Lane.
The most interesting feature of the history of
Little Saughall, and one which is closely connected
with the Park of Shotwick, is the ROYAL WOOD OF
SAUGHALL, the King's Wood. All trace of it except
the name has long disappeared, but at the present
day a walk from Blacon Station towards the Saughalls
will bring one to a point where the present road
turns off sharply to the left. In front, at this point,
there is a grassy lane, now deserted and overgrown
with scrub and bushes, which still retains the name
of the King's Wood Lane. It led through, or to,
the Royal Wood of Saughall, and then over the
commons of Saughall on to Shotwick and perhaps
the north of Wirral. The lane, though about fifteen
yards wide between the hedges, is now practically
only a narrow footpath. Large dykes run at the sides.
The King's Wood Lane joins with Fidlers Lane, and
thence the road goes through the middle of Shotwick Park to Woodbank Lane, where it turns down
into Church Shotwick. The road was pitched and
paved, and in 1889 there were still small patches of
a once continuous stone pavement to be found in the
Park section of this ancient road.1 Probably this
was part of the " Saltersway " which led to Shotwick
Ford.2 Mr. Sulley tells us that another name for it
was " The Military Road," doubtless from the fact
that troops of all ages have marched along it
possibly the Romans to their camps at Meols,
certainly the Normans and Plantagenets to the castle
or to the ford at Shotwick, the Tudor men-at-arms
to embark for Ireland at the New Quay, Great
Neston, and, later, the soldiers of the Stuarts and
of William of Orange to and from Hoylake.
We will now return to the King's Wood itself,
Cheshire Sheaf, 4th Ser., iv. pp. 47, 61.
1 See ante, p. 130.
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which must once have been an extensive area of
woodland and rough wastes. We first hear of it
about 1260, when we find Guy de Provence and
Thomas de Mainwaring coming to an agreement
that a jury should set out the bounds between
Saughall and Blacon. The jury's finding was that
all the wood (nentus) between the two places belonged to Saughall, as far as the outer oaks (marked)
on the Blacon side, these oaks being within Saughall, while the plain outside the wood pertained to
Blacon.1 This plain must have included the twelve
acres of land lying between Little Saughall and
Blacon Wood which one of the Randies, Earls of
Chester, granted to William de Barrow, of Chester,
for the yearly service of two ploughshares.
I have not been able to trace the ancestry of Guy
of Provence, who had obtained a grant of lands in
Little Saughall from Henry III. We know, however, that upon the marriage of the King, in 1236,
to Eleanor, one of the daughters of Raymond, Count
of Provence, England was flooded with her foreign
adherents, many of whom secured estates and titles
from the King. Guy of Provence seems to have
married Alice, a sister of Sir Patrick de Heswall,
and through her obtained land at Oldfield and at
Pensby. Apparently Simon of Provence was their
son, and he married Annabel (or Amabilla), daughter
of Sir Thomas Bamville of Storeton. Ormerod and
Earwaker are not agreed whether her marriage with
Hugh de Corona, lord of Adlington, took place
before or after her marriage to Simon of Provence.
Simon occurs as a witness to a charter dated about
I2Q2,2 but was dead before 1300, when we find
1 Cal. of Ches. Plea Rolls (Chester Plea Roll i) in 26th Rep. Dep.
Keeper, App. 38. The jurors were: Bertram de Melis, Hugh de
Berniston, William the Welshman (Walens'), Robert de Pulle,
Henry de Becheton, William Lancelin, William Punterling, William
Sanson, Robert de Waley, William Sorel, William de Preston, Gilbert
de Potinton, John de Wodebonc, Brun de Staney, Bernard the
Welshman, Roger de Lethton, and Hugh de Hole.

' Chester Arch. Soc. (N.S.), x. 49.
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" the guardian of the heir of Simon de Provence "
among the holders of Cheshire knights' fees.1 Upon
his death the Saughall lands reverted to the earl,
Simon only having had a grant of them for life from
Edward I at 26s. 8d. per annum. According to
local historians, his son Richard assumed the name
of Oldfield, and was the ancestor of the Oldfields 3
who settled in the Hundred of Northwich.
Sulley in his History of Wirral speaks of Guy
as a famous knight, and calls him "County Guy."
But it is not clear why he does so.3 We are all
familiar with the two stanzas in Scott's Quentin
Durward, beginning " Ah, County Guy, the hour is
nigh," and ending, " But where is County Guy ? "
But he was an imaginary person, as Scott says of
this that the Lady of the Lute sang " exactly such
an air as we are accustomed to suppose flowed
from the lips of highborn dames when knights and
troubadours listened and languished. The words
had neither so much sense, wit, or fancy as to withdraw the attention from the music."
It is somewhat remarkable that this Little
Saughall property, which was usually held by the
woodward of Saughall, or the rider of the forest of
Wirral, remained associated with the name of Guy
and his son Simon for hundreds of years. Whether
this was because no other suitable way to describe
it was found or because the original grantees were so
famous, does not appear. Simon followed his father,
and, as we have stated, held for life by grant of
Edward I.4 Subsequent grantees were Nicholas
Hody, 4 circa 1315, and Richard de Wyford or
Weford, 4 1320, the rent being 265. 8d. per annum.
The latter was rider (or equitator) of the forest of
1 Sheaf, 3rd Ser., v. 16.
2 I cannot find that the Oldfield pedigree in Harl. MS. 2119,125,
has ever been printed.
3 A question in Notes and Queries in 1911 produced no result.
4 Chamberlain^ Accounts.
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Wirral, an office for which he was paid 6d. a day.
1° X 335 Richard Roer, one of the royal archers, and
Keeper of Shotwick Park, received a grant x of the
Saughall land in lieu of his wages. Together with
William de Glazebrook Roer also had a lease 2 in
1339 of the town and mill of Northwich for £60
per annum. In 1349 the property, the rent of
which had risen then to 66s. 8d., was granted 2 to
William de Stafford, yeoman of the chamber, and
rider of Wirral, for life with no rent, and upon his
death the Prince of Wales in 1359 gave 2 them to
Sir John de Pembridge, yeoman of the chamber, for
life; he also held the rider's office. Reginald
Hokere 3 was the next recorded holder, viz. in
1375, and then in 1390 Hubert de Florie,4 otherwise
Hubert de Burgh,5 who also held the office of woodward of Little Saughall Wood, in which (with
Shotwick Park) the best oaks for timber are said to
have been grown. 6 John Bredon is named as keeper
of the wood in 1390, and was ordered 7 to deliver an
oak to John Leche for works in Chester, other oak
at the same time being ordered' from the park of
Lloitcote. Peter Rukke and Walter Wybourne
were the next grantees,8 in 1396, and also held the
woodward's office, rendering to the earl the issues
over six marks a year.
The custody of the royal wood was given 9 in 1399
by Henry Prince of Wales to John Goodfellow,
together with a place in Wirral called " Ridersplace," in recompense of his services in Ireland and
elsewhere. Philip Shocklach leased 9 "the lands
1
2
3
4
6

Chamberlains' Accounts and Ches. Recog. Roll.
Ches. Recog. Roll.
Ches. Recog. Roll, 1390.
Ches. Recog. Roll.
Ches. Recog. Roll, 1397.
Ches. Recog. Roll, 1387.
' Ches. Recog. Roll.
8 Ches. Recog. Roll, 1397.
' Ches. Recog. Roll.
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which were of Guy de Provence " for five years at
4 marks a year in 1422, and in 1440 John Troutbeck had a grant 1 for life, with custody of the wood.
A long lease 1 of the lands for twenty-six years was
taken in 1453 by Robert Halsted at a rising rent,
whilst Nicholas Glegge was appointed 1 keeper of
the wood for life in 1462. He was followed in 1484
by James Saxton, 1 whilst a few years later John
Glegg appears 8 as farmer of Guy de Provence's
land. In 1493 Wm. Tatton of Chester, one of the
Wythenshaw family, took them on long lease 2 at
Glegg's old rent of 553. and is. 8d. increase, and
with this family the property seems to have been
connected for many years. The Tattons were extensive farmers of offices. William held the advowries of Cheshire and the mills of Disserth. He
was a justice in the swainmote in Delamere, a baron
of the Exchequer, a surveyor of the river Dee, and
vice-chamberlain of Chester, besides being appointed a commissioner to hold a Court of Histrionics there. He left no family. John, his brother,
sheriff of Chester and also baron of the Exchequer,
and Robert Tatton, the latter's son, renewed 3 the
lease in 1525 for twenty-one years, the rent rising
another is. 8d. In April 1553, William Earl of
Pembroke bought from the Crown a house in Little
Saughall with part of the Provencal lands, which
in 1562 he sold to Robert Tatton for ,£120,* to
whom the hall and demesne of Saughall had been
granted by Queen Elizabeth.5 During her reign
there were disputes 6 between the Crown and the
Tattons over the ownership of " the Kingswood,
alias Kingsland, alias Little Saughall Wood," and
1
*
3
4
6
6

Ches. Recog. Roll.
Ches. Recog. Roll 1493.
Ches. Recog. Roll.
Harl. MS. 2099.
Lysons1 Cheshire.
Harl. MS. 2002, 34.
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in 1565 an inquisition 1 appears to have found that
it was " solum et liberum tenementum" of the
Queen. Tatton contended, however, that it was
part of the lands of Guy de Provence and so belonged to him; and from a letter 2 written by him
on the subject, it seems the extent of the wood was
100 acres, and that it was then common land.
Eventually, early in the seventeenth century, there
appears to have been an enclosure a and a division
of the resulting land among the freeholders. Possibly the reputed manor of Little Saughall was thus
evolved. (The Dean and Chapter of Chester were
in receipt of IDS. rent from Richard Poole for
Saughall Wood in I54Q. 4) The Does and Gamuls
were no doubt among the local families who received an allotment, and the latter family eventually acquired Tatton's lands. A Mrs. Elizabeth
Sloughter [?] inherited these estates, which passed
into the hands of Charles Potts of Chester, and he
sold the reputed manor of Little Saughall to the
Trelawny family,8 and presumably it passed in
1906 to William Vernon.
1
8
3
4
6

Ex. Spec. Comm., No. 90.
Harl. MS. 2099, fo. 502-16.
See Webb's statement, ante, p. 123.
Harl. MS. 2095, fol. ib.
Vide Ormerod and Lysons.

APPENDIX I
EXTENT OF THE ROYAL MANOR OF SHOTWICK,
1280
(Rentals & Surveys P.R.O., Portfolio 6, No. 33)
[Translation]

E

XTENT made of the Manor of Shetewyk in the time of
the lord Roger le Strange (Extraneus) before Robert de
Poulle, Nicholas de Yucflet and Philip de Say on Monday
next before Palm Sunday in the 8th year of the reign of King
Edward [I, i.e. 8 April, 1280] by these jurors: that is to say, by
Thomas son of John of Salghal, Thomas son of Richard of the
same place, Cadogon son of Meiller of the same place, Richard
Prest of the same place, Roger son of Richard of the same place,
Richard of London, Simon son of Richard, John son of Meiller,
Roger son of Adam, John son of Yereford and others, who say
upon oath that:
THE LORD holds in demesne 30 bovates of land, of which each
bovate contains 3 acres of land, the value of each bovate 33.,
whereof a total of £4, ros. They say that the pannage of the
wood is worth IDS., and that the gatherings 1 \volae bosci\ of wood
are worth 6s. 6d. a year. Also they say that the pasturage is
worth yearly 195.; of which the township [villa] of Salghal pays
i os.; Wodebank 45.; the township of Shetewick i8d. or 18 hens
and does one day's ploughing or iod., and one boon-day in autumn
or i8d.; and the township of Crabwell of these renders 6d. or
does one day's ploughing, and one boon-day or gives 8d. Also
they say that the fishery is worth annually 10 marks [£(>,
133. 4d.], of which 4 weirs [gurgif] are worth to rent £4, and
the men of Salghal pay 4 marks [,£2,133. 4d.] for the fishery with
their nets : and the lord shall 'nave from the fishery half of each
catch of salmon caught by nets as his fee.
TOTAL £12, i8s. iod.
FREE TENANTS. Also they say that Thomas son of John
holds 2 bovates of land of ancient feoffment without charter, and
1 Or "handfuls,"' i.e. fallen wood.
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ought to be the summoner of the court, and to carry letters everywhere within the bounds of Cheshire relating to the manor ; and
he pays no rent. And Thomas son of Richard de Lound holds
2 bovates of land in Great Salghal and pays 4od. at Michaelmas
and holds by charter. And Richard de Dounvill holds without
charter, of ancient tenure, 4 bovates of land with one croft; and
he is liable to pay of right at the Feast of St. Martin icd. And
Dobyn with his fellows holds [? land in] Wodebank, which contains 2 bovates of land, at the will of the lord, and pays los. at the
Feast of St. Martin and ics. at the Feast of St. John.
TOTAL 233. 4d. [? 2d.].
BONDSMEN. Roger son of Richard holds one bovate of land
in Salghal and pays 33. at Martinmas and at the Feast of St. John
and at Michaelmas; and he owes one day's ploughing in the
winter at his own cost with all the oxen working in his own
plough, and one day's ploughing in Lent at the cost of the lord,
and he owes 3 boon-days in autumn of one man, that is one
day-work at the cost of the lord. And Stephen son of Robert
holds one bovate and pays 33. at the said terms and does all the
above-mentioned services. And Nicholas son of Robert holds
one bovate and pays 35. at the said terms and does [&c.]. And
Thomas son of John holds 2 bovates and pays 6s. at the said
terms and does such of the above services as belong to his 2
bovates. And Richard Jouwe and Richard son of Alan hold
one bovate and pay 33. at the said terms and do all the said
services. And William son of Richard son of Osbert holds i
bovate and pays 33. and does [&c.]. And Edusa the widow
holds i bovate and pays 35. and does [&c.]. And John son
of Richard holds i bovate and pays 33. and does [&c.]. And
Simon son of Richard holds 2 bovates and pays 6s. and does
[&c.]. And James son of Meiller holds i bovate and pays 33.
and does [&c.]. And Daykin Owen holds i bovate and pays
33. and does [&c.]. And Ranulph son of Richard holds i bovate
and pays 33. and does f&c.] And Simon son of Adam holds 2
. bovates and pays 6s. at the said terms and does [&c.]. And
Roger Gille holds 2 bovates and pays 6s. and does [&c.].
And John son of Yarford and William Hog hold i bovate and
pay 33. and do [&c.]. And William le Wayte holds i bovate
and pays 35. and does [&c.]. And Hugo son of Adam holds i
bovate and pays 35. and does [&c.]. And Roger Gille holds 2
bovates and pays 6s. at the under-mentioned terms, namely at
the Feast of St. John and at Martinmas; they do not know how
he holds these. And William son of Roger holds i bovate and
pays 45. at Martinmas and the Feast of St. John, and owes a
day's ploughing in Lent and a boon-day in autumn of one man
at the cost of the lord. And Richard de London holds one
bovate and pays 43. and does the said services. And Roger Botet
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and Richard his brother hold i bovate and pay 45. and do [&c.].
And John son of Meiller holds i bovate and pays 43. 3d. and does
&c.]. And Robert Cook holds i bovate and pays 45. and does
&c.]. Also the township of Salghal at the coming of the lord
has to gather a cartload of rushes. And if the serjeant of Shetwick has not a stock of corn at the lord's coming, five or six men
of Salghall shall thresh provender for the horses in the lord's
grange for one day.
TOTAL £4, 95. zd [? 3d.]
Of the Avowries (De Advoeacionibus)} From Hugh Grount
4d. at Martinmas, Richard son of John 4d., Richard Eerie 4d.,
Roger Brun 4d., Hamo son of Peter 4d., Hawisa de Moleton 4d.,
Richard le Counte 4d., Nicholas Rotel 4d., and there are others
who are not named here.
TOTAL 55. 6d.

[

TOTAL £18, i6s. iod.
1 This must refer to the " avowries " usually called " advocariae "
and not to "advowsons," which in this case would have no meaning.
But it may be noted that the expression " advocatio ecclesie ejusdem
manerii " occurs in the extent of Frodsham of the same date as this
one. See Ormerod's Cheshire (Helsby), ii. 50. I have collected a
quantity of Cheshire references to the avowries, and have a paper in
preparation upon the subject, but can only state here that the payments were made by strangers to obtain the protection of the earl
upon whose demesne lands they had been given an allotment.

APPENDIX II
SINCE the above essay was in type the Editor kindly
points out that Rough Shotwick is named in a
Malbank charter of the time of Henry II. By this
.deed 1 William Malbank, the third baron of Nantwich, granted to Robert de Bracy "the Black," his
nephew, three knight's fees in Wistaston, near
Nantwich, and other places, including four bovates
in Rowheschetewyk. The fee descended to William
de Berci, whose son Hameline resigned his right to
his brother Roger de Berci, and this act was confirmed by Richard de Redvers as successor to the
above-named William Malbank.2 Amice, lady of
Wistaston, granted it to her son William about
1280; the free chapel of St. Mary of Wistaston
being mentioned, as also its "governor," Robert
the chaplain. Lawrence Bresci was a witness to
the charters of Amice.3 The earliest deed may be
printed in full; it is just mentioned by Williamson,
as quoted in Ormerod (Cheshire, iii. 330).
William Maubanc to all his friends French and English, present and future, greeting. I make known to you that I have
received from my nephew Robert de Bracy the Black the homage
1 Additional Charter (British Museum), 43964.
a Ibid., 43065. In this charter Ric. de Redvers spep.ks of William
Malbank as antecessor meus and acts as heir of the family, but his
connection with it has not been explained. The witnesses are :
Walter and Alan de Dunestanvilla, Alured and Roger de Cumbray,
Ralph de Menewarin, Robert de Praers, Richard de Lestra, Walter
Mautravers, Wm. de Lestra, Peter de Vallitort, Philip Maubanc,
Rag1 [? Reginald] fil' Archenbaldi, Adam Waschet, William de Menewarin, William Waschet, Robert s. Peter, Hugh de Aldelime, Ralph
de Buillon', Nicholas de Crue, and Roger the clerk who wrote this
charter.
3 Ibid., 43965-8.
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and service of three fees: viz. Wistaniston and 4 bovates in
Wilaston and 8 bovates in White Pull and 4 bovates in Rowheschetewyk in Vyrhale one fee; and in the same Vyrhale Finghwalle [Thingwall], the fourth part of a fee; and Rap [Rope] also
the fourth part, and Sattisclive J and Horistok 2 the half of a fee;
and Norhburi and Wyriswall by Album Monasterium [Whitchurch], one fee. And he and his heirs shall perform to me and
my heirs the service of three knights; likewise wards and relief
and scutage whenever it may be levied. And in the presence of
my knights and my whole court I have affixed my seal hereto.
These are witnesses : Walter de Dunstanvill, Reginald de Coubray,
Edwin de Banc[a]vill, Reginald Archinebawd, Alfred de Cumbray, Richard de Lestra, Robert son of Peter, Philip Maubanc,
and Roger the clerk who wrote this charter.

In the same collection is preserved a rental of
the manors of Leadbrook and Great Saughall of
the year 1735. Add. Charter 1009.
1 Or, Cattisclive. Catsclough near Whitegate has been suggested.
* Or, Boristok.

