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ANCIENT SCREENS IN CHESHIRE
AND LANCASHIRE CHURCHES

By A. Wolfgang

Read 7th November 1912

THE object of these notes is to put on record the
information I have been able to get together
about the ancient screens in our two counties,
without giving measurements, and venturing only
on the very briefest architectural descriptions. Sir
Stephen Glynne in his Notes on Cheshive Churches
and the companion Nofes on Lancashive Churches,
both issued by the Chetham Society, gives many
notices of screens and even buildings that have
now been destroyed ; and his editor, Canon Atkin-
son, formerly vicar of Bolton, added various particu-
lars of more recent conditions. These have been
used freely.

PART 1

Proceeding through Cheshire in alphabetical
order, we commence with

ActoN

This church has a low screen of three panels,
separated by scroll buttresses, on either side of the
chancel. The central portion consists of diagonal
piers with carved panels, from which the chancel
gates are hung; these are panelled and carved,
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F. H. Crossley.

ASTBURY - SCREEN.
Detail of Coving Panel.
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Screens in Cheshive and Lancashive Churches 21

the lower panels being filled with the arch treat-
ment of the period. Each of the six panels is
carved with a different Jacobean design and sur-
rounded with mouldings and egg and tongue
carvings, The Dorfold chapel has a screen of
the same date, consisting of a simple colonnade
carrying an open entablature of unusual character.

It is probable that these screens were erected in
1685, at the same time as the altar rails, which
bear that date. In the restoration in 1898 the
chancel screen was refitted and raised upon the
present stone foundation. ]

ASTBURY

The chancel screen may be dated about 1500.
The coving panel and the lierne vaulting are some-
what similar to those of Mobberley. The rib
mouldings radiating from the springings are carried
over the face of the panel, forming designs similar
in all the ten bays, ornamented with cusps, quatre-
foils, and roses. = The enrichment in the upper
band consists of birds, alternating with vine leaves,
enclosed in undulating lines of flowing tendrils
with smaller leaves and bunches of grapes. In
the lower band is a different design—roses enclosed
in circles, separated by a flowing zigzag line, with
a larger unenclosed rose as a variant; the inter-
vening spaces are filled with foliage, &c. The
upper parts of the bays have tracery of late
Decorated detail.

The parclose screen has perforated tracery of
varied and unusual design, quite different in detail
from the chancel screen. The top rail on the
north side is carved with a charming design of
reticulated character, much enriched with cusps
and roses.
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22 Anctent Screens in Cheshive and

BARTHOMLEY

This exquisite work is now fitted as a parclose
screen, and divides the Crewe chantry from the
chancel. The top beam is evidently modern, with
inscription of a different date from that of the
uprights, tracery heads, rail and tracery in the
panels, which appear to be of Perpendicular
design—oprobably early sixteenth century. The
uprights are fixed diagonally, the whole of the
surfaces being enriched with sunk panels with
cusped heads. The rail is beautifully carved. The
lower part of the screen is filled with panels of
open tracery of varied design.

BUNBURY

The stone screen which divides the Egerton
chapel from the chancel has the following inscrip-
tion upon it: * This Chapel was made at the Cost
and Charg of Sir Rauffe Egerton, Knight, in the
yere of owre Lord God wm.ccccc.xxvir” The
arches of the chancel are filled with a light Gothic
screen, divided by mullions into nine compart-
ments, terminating in cinquefoil arches, the spandrils
of which are filled with small shields and fragments
of ‘the Egerton arms. A four-centred doorway
carries two panels of the screen some feet higher
than the rail, the spandrils containing the Egerton
arms. The upper panels of the doorway have
lattice work, under which are two large shields
covered with monograms. The lower panels of
the screen bear traces of former decoration which
has now vanished, but Sir Stephen Glynne in 1842
found “the whole painted and gilt.” At the west
side of this chapel (which contains the organ) is an
iron grille, the uprights terminating in spear heads
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F. H. Crossley.

BUNBURY.
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