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STRAY NOTES

WIGAN CHURCH IN 1671. Under the above heading The 
Genealogist, ii. 282 (1885), contains a short but interesting 
extract from the Chancery Interrogatories, &c., County Palatine 
of Lancaster, Bundle 88, anno 23 Car. II., Bankes v. Pennington 
et al. regarding certain Arms and initials in Wigan Church, and 
their value as evidence of rights of burial and to sittings. 
Volume xxxiii. of our Transactions contains a list of the arms in 
Wigan Church, circa 1590. F. C. B.

SALE OF SWARTHMOOR HALL. At Ulverston, on 2 8th August 
1912, the famous Swarthmoor Hall, formerly the home of George 
Fox, the founder of the Society of Friends, was offered for sale. 
The Hall itself was bid up to ^3500; four acres of land to 
^700, nine acres of land to ^550, and eleven acres of land to 
.^275, making a total of .£5025. The estate was then offered as 
a whole, and was sold for .£525.0 to Mr. Lawrence R. Wilson, of 
Manchester, who was acting on behalf of Dr. Hodgkin, of New­ 
castle, for the English Society of Friends and Miss E. C. 
Abraham, of Liverpool. It is believed that some arrangement has 
been arrived at to maintain the Hall and estate in its present 
condition. The old oak bedstead brought 15 guineas, and 
remains at the Hall. For George Fox's writing desk there was 
keen competition, and eventually it went to Mrs. Myles Kennedy, 
of Stone Cross, Ulverston, for 26 guineas. Lanes. Daily Post.

The editor is informed that Miss Abraham is now the owner of 
this historic house, and that it may continue to descend in the 
family, the Society of Friends having the option of purchase at 
a future time. The owner proposes to restore and furnish part 
for her own occupation.

ANCIENT CROSS AT GRESSINGHAM. Early in the present year 
(1912) in digging a grave in Gressingham churchyard the sexton 
discovered the head of an Anglian or pre-Norman cross, which 
from the design would seem to belong to the later part of the 
ninth century. The cross is in an excellent state of preserva­ 
tion, and is not unlike the one found at Heysham. Lancaster 
Observer.
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AN EARLY RECORDER OF LANCASTER. In a plea roll of Lent 
1488 is enrolled a deed by which James Kellet granted to John 
Hobersty land in Lancaster fields on a hill called Walholme. 
The witnesses included Richard Gardener, mayor; Thomas 
Bolron, " recordare"; and Thomas Escryk and Giles Drynkale, 
bailiffs. The date of it was 3 Feb. 3 Henry VII. This deed 
adds another mayor to the list printed in the last volume of 
Transactions^ according to which Gardener was later in the 
year followed by John Walton, who is called "Walkare" in 
another deed. The same mayor and bailiffs attested a local 
deed on 20 April 1488; Pal. of Lancaster Plea Roll 66, m. zb. 
Christopher Leming was mayor and Robert Qwhite and Robert 
Ley the elder were bailiffs in December 1489; ibid. 69, m. 5. 
In 1452 Thomas Curwen, yeoman, is mentioned as "late mayor 
of the vill of Lancaster," but his year of office is not denned; 
ibid. 18, m. 26. In August 1465 William Skillicorne was mayor; 
ibid. 34, m. l^b.

PETITIONS FROM THE ABBOT OF WHALLEY. The following are 
brief notes of complaints and requests addressed by the Abbot 
of Whalley to the king on various matters touching himself or 
his abbey; they are undated. They are now preserved in the 
Record Office in London among the class of " Ancient Peti­ 
tions," and may be seen there by using the reference numbers 
here prefixed:

7403. About Alice, widow of John son of Rauf de Holden, who 
had a writ v. the abbot in co. York. The abbot is over 80, 
and asks leave to plead by attorney.

13320. Complaint about a wrongful presentation to the chapel 
in Cliderhou castle.

7423. The abbot (who names King Edward father of the King 
who now is) complains that he has been distrained for a 
levy to the repair of the bridge over Dee, in respect of his 
lands in Cheshire.

7S3S- About the natives of the vill of More in the hundred of 
Halton in Cheshire.

7534. A complaint addressed to the Chancellor about the loth 
and 15th being levied without allowance for expenses.
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THE "FIVE OF SPADES" AT ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE.   The 
following is Dodsworth's account (MSS. civ., fol. 114^) of this 
carving; from his note it will be seen that he derived it from the 
rector in 1630:

If Alexader 4 *
* 

4

Hyl!

This name is upon the church steeple at Asheton 
under Lyne in com. Lane, set ther by a Butcher 
who playing at noddy promised that if the Dealer 
turned the 5 of spades He would build a foot of 
the steeple (then in Building) tempore H. 5. wh. 
he performed.

At the side is written: " Ita testatur Hen. Fairfax modo 
rector ibidem filius natu secundus Tho. Baronis de Cameron 
2 Apr. 1630,"


