
320

NOTE ON A PALIMPSEST BRASS IN 
HAWARDEN CHURCH

By Mill Stephenson, B.A., F.S.A.

DURING some recent alterations in Hawarden 
church, the brass plate containing the in­ 

scription to the memory of rector John Price, who 
died in 1683-4, was removed from the north wall of 
the chancel to allow the piercing of a doorway to 
give access to the vestries.

The obverse, or later side, on a plate 22 inches 
in height by 24 inches in width, contains the follow­ 
ing inscription to the memory of John Price, fellow 
of New College, Oxford, prebendary of St. Asaph, 
and rector of Hawarden for 18 years:

Depositum 
IOHANNIS PRIOEI, S. T. P. IOHANNIS PRIC*! de RHIWLAS Ar.

Filii natu minoris,
Novi Collegii apud Oxonienses olim socii, 
Postea Ecclesise Assavensis Praebendarii:

Qui
Natalium splendorem, Pietate in Deum minime fucata, 

Morum sanctitate, Integritate, suavitate egregie
Honestavit 

Ineunte Adolescentia pro CAROLO sub GVLIELMO Fratre
Ordines duxit 

Deinde se totum Christo et Ecclesiae Consecravit ;
Et Sacris Ordinibus initiatus,

Ecclesiam hanc per Annos octodecim maxima cum laude rexit
Vixit Annos L*III Menses ix Dies XI obiit iv Non. Mart. A.D. MDCLXXXIII

lana ex Fratre Neptis,
Testamento Haeres dicta

  Observantise et Gratitudinis ergo
H. M. P.
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The reverse, or earlier side, consists of the upper 
half of a large rectangular plate bearing the upper 
halves of the figures of a man in civil dress and his 
wife, clasping hands and standing under a double- 
arched canopy of classical design, with a small 
oval panel at the intersection of the arches, but 
unfortunately not charged with any armorial bear­ 
ings. On the cornice above is a winged cherub, 
with a scroll below bearing the words :

THE IVST SHALBE HAD IN 
EVERLASTING REMEMBRANCE

Both figures are carefully engraved and possibly 
intended for portraits, as there is much character in 
the faces. The style of their costume dates the 
plate to about the year 1630. The man has a 
pointed beard and moustaches, and wears a skull-cap 
enriched with lace, a large ruff, a doublet buttoned 
down the front, the sleeves close with frills at the 
wrists, and over all a fur-lined gown with short 
sleeves. In his right hand he holds a book, his 
thumb being inserted between the leaves, whilst 
with his left he holds the right hand of his wife. 
For the costume the figure may be compared with 
that of John Eldred, alderman of London, and a 
great traveller in the East, whose brass at Great 
Saxham, Suffolk, bears date 1632.' The lady, 
whose hair is dressed in curls, wears a head-dress 
composed of a large veil which hangs down over 
the shoulders, a broad stiff ruff, short cape, under- 
gown with short sleeves tied with bows, and over- 
gown with full sleeves and turned-back cuffs. In 
her left hand she holds a book. Except for the 
head-dress, her costume resembles that of Dame 
Elizabeth Filmer on the brass to herself and

1 Engraved in Arch/zologia, xv. 404, and in J. Gage's History of 
Suffolk, Hundred of Thingoe, 114.
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husband at East Sutton, Kent, which was engraved 
on the husband's death in I629-1

It is, of course, useless to speculate upon the 
identity of the Hawarden figures, as there is ab­ 
solutely nothing to give a clue. Palimpsest brasses 
are not usually found at so late a date, and the 
engraving is too carefully finished for it to have 
been a shop waster. Possibly it may have been 
loot from some church during the Civil War, which 
had found its way into the brass engraver's shop, 
only to be cut down and re-used, or the rector's 
representatives may even have appropriated some 
memorial already in the church ; but this is hardly 
likely, as the space of time between the two is only 
about fifty years.

To Mr. W. Bell Jones, a member of the Society, 
who examined the plate when loose, is due the 
credit of finding the palimpsest, the first to be 
noticed in the principality of Wales. To him 
the writer is indebted for the photograph and the 
rubbing from which the accompanying illustration 
has been made ; also for the account of its discovery, 
and for the information that it has now been fixed 
in a new oak frame and placed on the south wall 
of the Whitley chapel.

1 Engraved in J. G. and L. A. B. Waller's Series of Monumental 
Brasses, pt. xv., and in the Portfolio of the Monumental Brass 
Society, vol. i. pt. xi. pi. 6. This interesting brass bears the en­ 
graver's signature, " Ed. Marshall, sculpsit."


