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SIR ROGER BRADSHAIGH’S LETTER-
BOOK.

N the collection of Mr. William Farrer at Hall
Garth there is a manuscript volume of much
interest concerning the internal history of Lancashire
in the period immediately following the Restoration
of Charles II., viz. from 1660 to 1676. It was
formerly in the possession of Sir Thomas Phillipps,
and is a small folio of 468 pages in a modern bind-
ing of blue morocco, lettered on the back ‘ Military
History of Lancashire, 1660-1676: Bradshaigh
MS.”* The book contains copies of various docu-
ments addressed to Sir Roger Bradshaigh of. Haigh
near Wigan in his capacity as one of the Deputy
Lieutenants of the county, and a few other letters
and papers. Sir Roger no doubt had them copied
out for reference, and the order is (roughly) chrono-
logical. Many are formal merely, as the copy of
the commission to the Earl of Derby as Lord
Lieutenant and the like, but others throw light on
the disturbed conditions which accompanied the
restoration of Monarchy and led to the Revolution
of 1688. Sir Roger was made a knight in 1660

! Mr. Robert Gladstone, jun., has pointed out that a century ago it
was owned by Matthew Gregson, the Liverpool antiquary (see the
Imperial Magazine, 1819, col. 328), who cites it, somewhat inaccu-
vately, in his Portfolio of Fragments (2nd ed., p. 170¥%, 3rd ed., p. 159)
under the title of “the Lord Lieutenant’s Book.,” Gregson’s errors
misled the late E. W. Cox ; Zrans. Hist. Soc., xlii. 195 sgg.
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and a baronet in 1679; he represented the county
in Parliament from 1660 until 1678, and was an
active public man and zealous Royalist. He died
in 1684.

I. DEFENCE.

One of the first duties imposed on the Deputy
Lieutenants was the raising and equipment of an
effective militia or trained-band force, to be used in
case of any appearance of sedition or insurrection

such as might naturally be apprehended after the

Civil War period. Foot soldiers to the number of
1800 were to be raised. From various notices it
appears that a landowner with £500 a year was
obliged to provide a horseman fully equipped;
those with smaller incomes were joined together to
make similar provision. This plan led to inquiry
into the value of estates and to various complaints and
excuses, of which the following are specimens:'—

Tae NAMES OF SUCH AS ARE TO APPEAR AT PrREsTON DEc. 15,
1662, To BE CHARGED TOWARDS FYNDING OF HORSE.

Darby Hundred.

Thomas Ashton of Penkett, Esq.
Thomas Tayler of Sanky.

Mris. Elizabeth Alcocke.

John Case, gent.

John Tetlow of Banke (?).

Mr. Mollineux of the Wood.

Mr. Mayle of Mayle-Clent.

Richard Lathom of Allerton, Esq., or his Agent.
Thomas Bootle of Mellinge, gent.
Mr. Henry Gerrard of Bamfarlonge.
The heires of Lathom of Mosborrow.

! The volume is in the handwriting of several different clerks or
copyists, The spelling, but not the punctuation, has been followed
in the present extracts, though it is that of the clerk and not of the
original documents.
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Mr. Robert Walthew of Pemberton.
Richard Mollineux of Hawkley, gent.

Mr. Vernam of Shakerley.

The heires of John Aspinwall

The heires of } dhn T, 0}‘: }of Toxtoth Parke, gent.
Thomas Ashurst of Ashurst, Esq.

Nicholas Fezakerley of Spella House, gent.
Mr. Mercer of the Edge Layne.

Mr. Sorrocould of the Eay Bridge.

Tho. Blackeborne of Orford, gent.

John Launders of Ashton.

James Brettergh.

John Brotherton of Hays.

The above were probably gentlemen who had
been overlooked at the first assessment or who had
complained of being overburdened. The following
orders were made at Preston in December, 1662,
respecting them :—

Mr. Mollinexe of Wood stands charged with one horse.

Robert Mercer of Edge Lane) to contribute

John Tetlocke of Bancke proportionally

Mzr. Bootle of Melling to the same.

Dr. Sherlocke—one,

Mrs. Joane Owen—two; Mr. Cuthbert Ogles contributing for
4250 per annum and Mr. Henry Ogles £100 per annum.

Sir Henry Slayter—one ; the estate of Thomas Gerard of Ince
contributing a moiety.

William Bancks, Esq.—one ; Piers Leigh, Esq., contributing a
third part.

Mrs. Alcoke—one; Richard Latham, Esq., contributing for
£100 per annum ; Mrs. Latham of Mosborrow, £140 ;
and Nicholas Phizakerley of Spella House, £120.

Robert Whalthew—one ; Richard Mollineuxe of Hawkley con-
tributing for £130 per annum; Mr. Henry Gerrard of
Bamferlonge, £100; and Mr, James Sorrocould of Ash-
ton, £100.

Thomas Ashurst, Esq.—one ; Thomas Blackeborne of Orford
contributing for 4150 per annum; John Landers and
his son, £150.

Peter Stanley of Moore Hall—one ; the heirs of Peter Legay
of Childwell contributing for £z200; James Halsall of
Harlton, £100; and the heirs of Edward Aspinwall of
Toxtaff Parke, £100.

Thomas Culcheth of Culcheth, Esq.—one; Mr. Vernam of
Shakerley contributing for ;4100 per annum.
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Three inquiries into the values of estates have
been preserved :—

A PERTICULER OF THE EsTATE oF CravToN [LE WooODSs].

A R
The Demeanes of Clayton per ann. : s o it
The Reserved Rents and Cheefe Rents in Clayton,

Whitle, and elsewhere in Leyland Hundred . 30 o o
The Rent of the Milston quarry . : ERAR IR
The Tythes of Clayton . : : . / L 806D
The Demeanes of Bardsey . i A PV < e R
The Tythes of Bardsey . v ; e gl o s o
Rents of Assize at Bardsey . ; ! ] AU ol B

Totall 263 6 8

A PERTICULER OF THE ESTATE OF RUFFORTH.

An Account of the Estate of John Molyneux and Thomas
Hesketh of Rufforth, Esqrs., Given in by William Willson
there Steward the 16th of December (1662).

B Ml o 4
The rents of the Tenements and Cottages belonging
to John Molyneux and Thomas Hesketh,
Esqgrs., per annum . bkl % S LR
The Demeanes of John Molyneux and Tho
Hesketh, Esqrs., per annum . ‘ SHOLS gl 3
736 16 o
e e v e
Paid out of the afforesaid Estate to Mrs. Hesketh
per annum . . : R - o M ST
In assessments, Taxes and Payments : SRR Lo il s T

To the King’s Chauntrys and Cheefe Rents per an. o)

Totall 89 5 o

which being deducted
out the remaynder is 647 11 o




124  Sir Roger Bradshaigh's Letter-Book

A PERTICULER OF MR. STARKY OF HUNTRED’S ESTATE TO BEE
CONSIDERED OF.

7 SN S
Huntreds Demeane per ann. . ‘ L 5 100K 1O 'O
Rents in Simonstone . s . . ; yilirk e ey
Rents in Padiham . v : : " ; o A B
Rents in Haptons . . ; b A ! S (RN
Rents in Hayhouse { : 4 i 4 ) Bl ol
Rents in Burnley . . : . 2 ! ; ol B
Rents in Thornley . . : 4 ! NI ¢ Sy -
Kempnough . . ¢ : : : ’ AT S
Cleaworth . ; ) ; : : ; AR Wt
Rents in Salford . : ! . i / e M
Rents in Kierseley ; ' . . n ; 4. o

31218 "6

Out of this is to be paid the King’s Rent and all
assessments, hearth moneys and other taxes.

Complaints and excuses were numerous :—

Hon’ep Sir,—I think my selfe much wronged by one
Holinhurst that is under your Command, whoe I here Rideth my
light horse, but by what authority I know not. He never had
my Consent, and my servant at Clayton hath beene ever against
it as well as I. I hope, Sir, if I find a sufficient Ryder I may
have the oppertunity of him my selfe, & humbly desire that you
will please to accept of an other in his place. Hee hath mutch
abused both my horse by ill usage and mee in his ill language
and a servant of myne by striking of him; all which I shall
make good unto you when I come into the Country. I pray,
Sir, if my horse be disabled through his ill usage for a tyme to
doe service, let him be spared for a little tyme till he can be
recovered ; & I shall bee as Ready as any both to provide a
sufficient ‘man and horse for his Majestis service, and at my
Comming downe will Referr all things to you, and ever remaine,
Sir, your humble servant, JAMES ANDERTON.

LONDON, March 12th (1660).

These, for Sir ROGER BRADSHAIGH, Knt,,
at Haigh, with my service.

Sir,—1I receaved your sommons for Twoo light Horses to bee
att Preston on Tuisday next ; But I have had the misfortune of
haveing my Arme out of Joynte, soe I ame forced to send Two
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Horses for Doctor Richmond to Leverpoole to come to me.
Soe I desire you to Excuse my not sendinge att this Tyme and
I shall not fayle to send the next tyme. This beinge all from,
Sir, your assured freind, MoORLEY & MOUNTEAGLE.

Mayrch 6th, 1668.

These, for Sir ROGER BRADSHAIGH, Knt.,
att his House at Haigh: Present.

Hon’Ep Sir,—I am sorry you should have soe ill an opinion
of mee (whom in your last you seeme to respect above my
merit) as to thinke I would charge you with injustice. The
truth is there was a mistake in you which occasioned that mis-
apprehension of mee and my servant Roger Parr; for neither
hee nor Idid ever conceive that by the riding of my Troope
Horse he should be freed from Paying the Leys and taxes which
are due to his Majestie according to the proportion of his Estate
—the which he ever hath and constantly doth pay as they
become due—but that which I apprehend to have beene injurious
in this matter is that hee should bee fined for not appeareing at
the Muster to serve as a foote souldier when hee 1s Ready to
serve as a Trooper whensoever he is caled on. This I shall
humbly desire you will take so far into your consideration, if not
to take of the Fine, yet at least to Retain your former good
[opinion] of him who shall ever endeavour to approve himselfe
your obliged freind & servt., Epw. MorTON.

SEPHTON, May 27t (69).
These, for his Honored Freind, Sir ROGER

BRADSHAIGH, Knt.,, at his House,
Haigh, These present.

DEeARE PrLavrELLOW,—I would not have had the bouldness to
have sent over = Horse if this had not come too; but I supose
you will not impuit the Fault to mee, haveing now Partners that
will not bee willing to send an able Horse except it bee by
spetiall order. Wherefore upon your dislicke I desire theire may
bee an order ready against the next Randevouze to send in one
that may be sufficient, and I shall bee very ready to obay it as to
my owne perticuler. So wishing you may find good Wine and
Ayle att Preston theise dayes to keepe could out, I am, Sir, your
Playfull servant, RoserT DALTON.

THURNHAM, December the 28th, 1671.

For Sir ROGER BRADSHAIGH, Knight, at his
House att Haigh, present These.

! Sir Roger’s clerk has decorated his copy of this “ playful ” letter
with sketches of three heads, each with a pipe in the mouth.
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A copy of my Lord the Earle of DEvoNsHIRE’S Command to Mr.
SorROWCOULD concerning his tenants of Goulborne.

To acquaint Sir Roger Bradshaigh & some other of the Dept.
Lievts. that I am very sensible of the wronge donne to my
Mother’s Tenants in Goulborne, they beinge charged with Militia
Foote & my Mother with part of a horse for the same Estate;
& noe Estate is to be Charged Double. And if they will not
Redress it, give the Tenants notice not to pay any more. And
if they be Distrayn’d Lett them Replevy and try the suit, & I
shall beare them out in it. W. DEVONSHIRE.

This is a True Coppy of the Orriginall.
Examined by James Sorocould. ‘

Lord Devonshire’s stiff protest led to the De-
puty Lieutenants seeking Counsel’s opinions, four
being given. While tenants at a rack-rent might
be excused, those who held leases for lives were
apparently regarded as landowners, and therefore
liable in proportion with other landowners.

The money for the militia was raised by a
weekly levy throughout the county.

The following “True Survey of the Castle of
Leverpoole ” was probably compiled in connection
with the military defence of the county, but the
date and circumstances are not recorded :—

Leverpoole Castle : on the east side the wall is 38 yards; north
side, the wall is 36 yards; west side, the wall is 35 yards; and
south side, the wall is 37 yards.

A True and Perfect Account what parts of the Castle of
Leverpoole is Dismolisht according to an Order.*

The Gate-house, being the strongest parte of the castle, is
pulled downe five yards in height.

One breach consisting of eighteene yards, and not a yard and
halfe in height left standing, on the north side of the castle.

One other breach consisting of fourteene yards, not foure
foote in height left standinge, on the west side of the said castle.

1 Presumably the Parliamentary Order of 4th July 1659 ; Commons
Journals, vii, 704 sqq.
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One other breach consistinge of nyne yards and one foote, in
place whereof are built a slight pare of staires for the useage of
two upper roomes, on the north [south] syde of the said castle.

One other breach consistinge of seaven yeards and one foote,
and not foure foote high, on the south side of the said castle.

Betwixt which two breaches to the intir [entire] wall is built a
horse mill which in breadth is not above eight yeards, and that
pulled downe must likewise distroy the horse mill.

On the east syde of the said castle is built to the wall a slight
timber buildinge for lodging roomes and stables.

Two small towers about tenne foote square apeece, being
much out of repayre.

One little dwellinge house, built by Birch, adioyninge to the
walle on the west side of the said castle.

In 1672 the press-gang was at work to obtain
men for the Navy in view of the war with Holland.
It appears from the subjoined return that 169 men
had been seized in the county, and 65 Lancashire
men had been pressed in other places; also that
there were 418 other seamen available, of whom
200 were abroad.

AN AccoUNT OF SEAMEN PREST AND OF SHIPS, MEN, AND
TunNEs OF VESSELLS IN THIS CouNnty, MAY 20 (72).

Scamen Prest within the County of Lancaster.

In Derby Hund.
Prest by the Prestmasters & formerly sent . S
Prest by the Captaines . ‘ ol 28
Now Prest at Liverpoole Ready to goe ¢ AT .
Prest abroade . . s AR T
In Amounderness Hund.

Prest formerly . iR . y Ui 9
Now Prest. . i ’ - 4 t ST 3
Loynsdall.

Prest formerly . v p X ; . RS o7
Now Prest. : - : ) ' . R

234




128  Sir Roger Bradshaigh's Letter-Book

Totall Prest in this county by the Prest-maisters

and Captaines . i A . 169
Totall Tuns . . . : ; Sgray
Men besides Ma.xsters 7 g EMBE . 418
Whereof there is now abroade . i . 200
Remaines at home, of which some are Boyes

and some old and unfitt for service . VRTS8

The following are the names of those pressed in
West Derby Hundred. It will be noticed that
both * boys ” and *“old ” are included :—

Formby [14].
Phillip Norres, aged 56.
Henry Formby, 64.
Richard Rydinge, 63.
John Rymer, 65.

John Rymer, 4o.
Richard Sutton, 35.
William Bushell, 53.
Richard Williamson, zo.
Thomas Warton, 21.
James Formby, 23.
Thomas Rymer, 35.
Richard Dobb;, 22.
John Longton, 27.
Thomas Birchall, 23.

Crosby [5].
Gilbert Marsh, aged 19.
Thomas Widow, 18.
Peter Jumpe, 24.
Thomas Rymer, sen., 45.
Corneliam Blundell, 22.

Ince Blundell [7].

Robert Tompson, aged 65.

Tho. Tomlinson, 30.
Tho. Formby, 25.
William Meadowes, 25.
Richard Blevin, 6o.
James Rymer, s50.
Hugh Brickell, 52.

Downholland [1]. ;

James Leevesley, aged 30.

Alker [2].
Henry Gilbertson, aged 6o.
Richard Louelady, 40.

Leverpoole [49].
Wm. Robinson, aged zo.
Michaell Guyle, 18.
Richard Erby, 24.
Richard Marsh, 24.
James Rymer, 18
Gilbert Gumpe, 17.
Nehemi. Wainewright, 16.
John Parker, 16.
John Foster, 2o.
Joseph Tarleton, 18.
Edw. Tarlton, 18.
Peter Dawson, 30.
John Lancellet, 26.
Oliver Stones, 30.
John Harrison, zo.
John Boates, 30.
Henry Goore, 22.
Thomas Collon, zo.
Richard Mercer, 3o.
John Davis, 2.
And. Pares, 30.
William Richardson, 4o.
William Williamson, 50.
Thomas Linaker, 6o.
Richard Robinson, 16.
Jo. Eve, 35.
William Sands, 28.
Richard Eve, zo.
Wm. Jumpe, 55.
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Wm. Shurlaker, 23. James Rothwell, 24.
Edw. Right, 22. William Widowe, 30.
Edw. Dobb, 21. Thomas Tyrer, 3o0.
Mich. Barker, 63. Thomas Jumpe, 16.
Ben. Charnocke, 65. Richard Barnes, zo.
Rich. Edgker, 2o. John Earleton, 17.
Sam. Semome, 2o. Thomas Edge, 24.
Rich. Earleton, 4o. John Bradley, 21.

Jo. Sincoke, 16. Edward Higginson, zo.
Chrofer. Robinson, zo. Robert Burt, 35.

II. SEpITION.

As above stated, one of the objects in view in
forming and training the militia was the suppression
of disturbances. These were anticipated from two
sections of the community, often closely allied in
sympathy, namely, the old Cromwellian soldiers
and political admirers of the subverted republic,
and the minor religious bodies usually classed to-
gether as “the fanatics,” a term which seems to
include Anabaptists, Quakers, and Fifth Monarchy
men. The zealous Royalists like Sir Roger Brad-
shaigh were suspicious and eager to check any
tendency to open disaffection. A rumour from
Chorley about some rising in 1660-61 at once led
to inquiry :—

WorsHIPFULL S1r,—In obedience to your command by your
letter I shall relate what I heard concerning the Passages therein
mencioned, which was as followeth :

Uppon St. Stephen’s-day I comeinge from Euxton Burghe,
beinge on horsebacke, meeteinge with Will. Melling of Hartwood
greene (who hath beene as great sufferer for his Majesti as anie
in Lancashire of his degree & quality), hee came out of his owne
. feilds into the laine to mee. And beinge antient familiar aquaint-
ance, espetially in suferinge, hee demanded me what newes ; and
I haveinge litle to relate to him, he tould mee that he was affraid
theire would bee some riseinge. I askinge him the reason why
hee should thinke soe, he tould me that his servant John Smith,
whoe liveth in the lower part of his & taketh parte of his tene-
ment upon racke rent, came in one night about a weeke before
and tould him and his Family that hee had heard two men talke-

I
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inge such words that if it were knowne they deserved to be
imprisoned. And beeinge questioned by the said Will. Mellinge
what theire discourse was, hee said that hee the said John Smith
beinge on the one side hedge and they on the other in the night
tyme, the one of them asked the other what they did about meet-
ing & raysing of soldiers in the Towne. To which his fellow
replyed, “ They can raise none, but theire will bee a Hundred
souldiers raised in this Towne with Armes upon dayes Warninge,
and those which will not rise wee will hange them att their owne
dooers ;” (and speakinge to his fellowe hee said, ¢ If thou arise
not with us uppon an houres warninge wee will hange thee too ”).
This was Will. Mellinge his relacion to mee, which I have truly
Imparted to your worshipp, and desire that in regard I have
hitherto lived peaceably that my duty to his Majesties Cause
maie not nowe bringe me trouble, for Will. Mellinge will upon
examinacion disclose as much as I have writtne if not more.
And soe wishinge I may bee esteemed his Majestie’s true subject
and your worship’s humble servant, ROBERT BALDWINE.

CHORLEY, 297/ Jan. (60).

To the Rt. Wor'll Sir ROGER
BRADSHAIGH, Kt,, at Haigh.

For WiLL. Cross oF My TROOPE.

Whereas I am credibly inform’d that one John Smith, of
Hartwood Greene neare Chorley, hath heard some susputious
word tendinge to a riseinge in Armes in and Aboute Chorley,
theise are to Command you to bringe me the said John Smith
that according to his duty and Aleageance to his Majestie and
his service hee may reveale what hee knoweth concerninge the
buisiness aforesaid. Given under my hand at Haigh the 29th
day of January (1660). ROGER BRADSHAIGH.

The Presbyterians were mostly Royalists, and
had actively forwarded the King’s restoration ; but
they were naturally aggrieved when the anticipated
religious accommodation was denied them, and
some wild talk went on just before the ‘ Black
Bartholomew ” (August 24), when the Act of Uni-
formity was to be enforced. As the Presbyterians
and Independents were very strong in South-east
Lancashire, Margaret Smith’s hot words, or ‘the

! This probably refers to the militia,
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informer’s report of them, gained much more atten-
tion than they deserved, as the subsequent proceed-
ings reveal :—

Inform. capt. apud HAIGH coram ROGERO BRADSHAIGH, Milit.
25° June (1662).

Saturday, June the 21tk (1662).

Thomas Gorton of Aspull, laborer, saith that hee heard
Margrett Smith of Westhoughton, widow (upon discourse of the
Act of Uniformity), say that rather than they Ministers (meaning
Presbit®) would conforme they would resist ; and if they weare
forced to conforme there would be a ryseinge, of her knowledge.
And being asked how that could bee and who shold head them,
shee sayd, “ My Lord Booth, Coll. Rawsthorne & Major Harri-
son ;” and that though wee thought the Militia soe sure to us, yet
that most of all the Traynd Bands in Salford Hundred would bee
of there syde.

Sunday, June the 22th.

The said Thomas Gorton came to me againe, and said hee
had againe spoken to the said Margrett Smith that day at Black-
rod and would have knowne something more of her Concerning
that business, pretendinge that hee would take theire part. Shee
said shee could tell him noe more that day, for the messenger that
was to bring them Intelligence would not bee there till late ; but
afterwards shee would tell him more.

Tuesday, June the 24th.

The said Thomas Gorton came to mee againe, & and said that
the same woman tould him (Robert Browne of Aspull being in a
private place and heard her & alsoe did testify it before mee) that
shee being that day at Hindley Chapell did see one John Leech
deliver severall letters to Mr. Tildesley, Parson of Deane Church ;
& being asked what they were, shee sayd ‘““Tending towards a
ryseinge,” & allsoe tould him that the messenger came the Sunday
at night before to Blackerode about the same buisiness & sett up
his horse at James Gregorys in Aspull ; and said that the Quakers
and Presb® would Joyne together. And being asked what party
or who they would ryse against, shee said * Against the Parlia-
ment, because they made the act against their Religion;” and
said alsoe that Mr. Woods of Ashton, Mr. Astley of Blackrod,
Mr. Welch of Chorley, Mr. Tildesley of Deane would goe into
Scotland & many more Parsons that would not conforme. And
being againe asked who would head the Party shee said that shee
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had a letter of it that my Lord Booth, Coll. Rawsthorne and
Major Harrison and one behind Preston which she could not
Remember the name of. But the said Thomas Gorton nameing
Major Robinson to her, shee said shee thought that it was hee;
and said that the Riseing would bee before Boulton Fayre (or
within a moneth), and that one Ralph Ellison of Hindley was
listed but under who shee knew not; and forther said that all
the 4 Preachers before named weare to Preach all of one day
the next weeke at Chowbent & after that would goe into Scot-
.land. And being asked whether they would ryse against the
Kinge or noe, shee sayd “ Noe, but they would have the Queene
Downe” ; and sayd againe that those in Salford Hundred (mean-
ing the Militia Souldiers) would bee for them.

July 1th.

James Barton of Blackerod informed & sayth that hee heard
Thomas Fenton, a youth that liveth upon Chorley Moore, say
that hee knew of a greate deale of Armes hid at Duxbury and that
hee was at the hiding of them himselfe.

Sir Roger Bradshaigh had written to Mr. Holt
of Castleton and received letters in reply, of which
he gives the following summary :—

“It is Mr. Holt’s opinion that I ought to take the Information
upon Oath & that I may sertify it to the Councell without any
other Justice to Joyne with mee.”

Sir Roger had also written the following letter to
the Clerk of the Council (Sir Edward Nicholas).
Having sealed it up he sent it to Lord Derby to
deliver, apparently without informing him of the
contents, and received a gentle reprimand for so
doing. This was the letter to Sir E. Nicholas :—

Most HoNoURED S1r,—In pursuance of my bounden duty to
his Majestie I humbly sertify that the first part of the information
enclosed I took upon Saturday at night last, but in prosecution
of a further discovery in the same business I delayd my duty
in sertifying the same till this day!; which I most humbly begg
pardon for. I must confess the Information in generall depends
upon a woman who is a Constant resorter to those frequent
Excersiyses of pretended Godliness which is used in most

! Apparently Tuesday, 24th June:




Str Roger Bradshaigh's Letter-Book 133

private Chapells in this County and which without speedy care
taken by the Bushops will be the meanes to Compleat the designe
of our enemys. As for my Lord Booth, Coll. Rawsthorne, and
Major Harrison (mentioned in the information) I can say little :
For the first hee is the best knowne to his Majesty & his Councell ;
and for Coll. Rasthorne I humbly take leave to say hee hath
beene reputed a well wisher to his Majesty’s restauration ever
since hee deserted the first Warr ; but since the information hath
brought his name in question I have but done my duty to returne
it, and leave that and the consideration of the rest to the resolu-
tion of the King and Councell. Upon which I shall with all
Loyall duty expect their Commands, and in the meane tyme
endeavor a further and more materiall discovery, which shall bee
most faythfully performed to the utmost power of his Majestis
most dutyfull and Loyall subject and your humble servant,
J ROGER BRADSHAIGH.

Lord Derby wrote as follows :—

S1R ROGER BRADSHAIGH,—MTr. Secretary Nicholas haveing read’
your informations advised mee to acquaint my Deputy Leivten-
ants of Lancashire therewith, which accordingly I have done,
and to you that he conceaves you will doe well to binde over to
the sizes those that are guilty. What further you know I hope
you will acquainte my Dept. Leivtenants therewith. And here-
after you neede not be soe shie as to conceale the arguments of
such letters as you make mee the messenger, if not to send them
mee with a flying seale, which will be more mannerly and truly as
discreete. However, I thank you for your zeale you express to
his Majesty’s service, which I doe conjecture might bee the
occasion of the irregularitie. This is all from your affte. freind,
C. DERBY.
DERBY HOUSE, 34 of July (1662).

For Sir ROGER BRADSHAIGH, at
Haigh in Lanc.

Sir RoceEr BrapsHAIGH,—Haveing yesterday received a letter
from my Lord of Derby with your informations to Secretary
Nicholas, I am comanded therein to enquire further of you
concerning them, & willingly would I have your opinion of it
to mee. As I would not trouble the Contry with needless feares,
soe would I upon the least well grounded suspition secure the
Peace of the County. Therefore, I pray, obleige mee so far as
to send mee by this my servant what more you knowe concern-
ing this & dispatch my servant away. And I shall give further
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notice to my Bretherne in this imployment & remaine your
affectionate freind and servant,
W. SPENCER.
July oth (1662). ‘
ASHTON [LANCASTER].
For his very much esteemed freind Sir
ROGER BRADSHAIGH, at Haigh.

Sir Roger seems to have given early notice of
the informations to Colonel Rawstorne, who replied
at length :—

Sir,—I receaved yours, and least that too great a preiudice
rest uppon your thoughts against mee and that I should seeme to
slight your freindly reprehention, I shall trouble you with this
(which otherwayes I would have omitted) beecause sensible of the
misconstructions that are incident (untill I had the opportunitye
of waiting'of you), remitting it unto your Candid interpretation.
I knowe not what informations may be geven you and theirefore
cannot returne any other then a generall answer, which is this :
As to the frequent meetings of persons not conformable to the
Government of our Church I am no way privy to nor acquainted
with them more then you or any one else may be, and that is by
report ; for there was no Preaching at Chowbent these manie
Months but upon Sundays, nor elsewhere that I was present at
but at Leigh, at the monthly exercise or Lecture which hath con-
tinued sixtye yeares and upwards and I hope may doe by the
favour and indulgence of our Bishop as of his predecessors
formerly (conformable men preaching); and I may repayre
thither at such tymes (I presume) with out offence to any that
affect religious practises. And whether such as I then heard were
non-conformable or no I cannot determine, because I conceive I
may not properly terme them soe untill they bee thereof Con-
victed, our lawes condemning no one before they bee heard or
that a verdict hath Passed against them. But I leave that to
your better indgment, and shall say no more least that you Judge
mee to favour them to much; which indeed I doe not att all
(quatenus non-conformists) but shall bee readye and willing to
exert that power Given us for prevention of unlawfull meetings
or punishment of such offenders, provided wee goe regularly to
worke and first prove them to be soe, and then proceede as the
Lawe enjoyne. For ’tis possible diverse may conforme when putt
to itt or it might be soe alledged if wee proceede otherways. And
it is to bee well considered what power wee have as yet by the
last Act, or by those before, untill the day limited be over; for
the words are that the severall good Lawes and Statutes of this
Realm which have beene formerly made and are now in force for







