
SOME LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE 
HERALDIC DOCUMENTS

By W. H. Rylands, F.S.A.

'TPHE following patents and exemplifications of 
A arms and crests granted by the heralds in 

the latter part of the sixteenth century are con­ 
tained in Ashmole's Manuscripts (Nos. 834 and 844) 
in the Bodleian Library, Oxford. The volumes are 
thus described in W. H. Black's Catalogue : 

[Ashm. MS. 834]
A folio volume, containing four books in MS. and one in 

print, and a MS. sheet. The first MS. consists of 74 leaves 
of paper (numbered by Glover), written at different times in 
the reign of Q. Elizabeth, and nearly all by the same hand, 
though with various degrees of neatness: some of them have 
been folded but not indorsed. The arms are very neatly 
tricked.

I. " Litterae Patentes Armorum": or Glover's copies of 
draughts of Grants and Exemplifications of Arms and Crests, 
by William Flower, Norroy, Robert Cooke, Clarenceux, and 
other Kings of Arms, under the great seal of England.

It is the MS. referred to under this title by Ashmole in 
No. 833, p. 279, see the note on article 41 thereof \and also 
MS. Ashm. 858,/»/. 39, printed in Vol. 62 of the Transactions, 
p. 121].

The following is an Index 1 of the names of the Grantees: 
the substance [of some] of the grants themselves, and of those 
contained in the other volume, No. 844, ij., may be found [in

1 I have included all the Patents relating to Lancashire and 
Cheshire families. The index is not printed here.
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abstract] in the text of Guillim's Display of Heraldry, edited 
by James Coats (London, 1724, folio), selected from these MSS.

Ashm. MS. 844, II., is another collection of Glover's copies of 
draughts of grants and exemplifications of arms and crests, made 
by Robert Cooke, Clarenceux, and William Flower, Norroy.

Exemplification of Arms to LAURENCE BANESTER 
of Easington, Co. York, second son of Nicholas 
Banester of Altham, Co. Lancaster, by William 
Flower, Norroy, 10 March 1578 [1578-9]. 

[MS. Ashm. 834, I., fol. 206]
Description of Armes and creast ancyently belonging to 

Laurence Banester of Easington.
Omnibus et singulis hoc scriptum visuris, lecturis, vel audi- 

turis Guillelmus Flower armiger aliter dictus Norroy principalis 
Heraldus et rex Armoru 
partium regni Angliae 
Borealium vltra ripam 
fluuij de Trent, Saltm. 
Quum Laurentius Ban- 
ester de Easington in 
Comitatu Ebor1̂  armiger 
secundus fili'us Nicholai 
Banester nuper de Aluet- 
ham in Com Lancastrian 
armigeri obnixe me roga- 
uerit vt antiqua familiae 
suse Arma siue insignia 
ivxta veram heraldic^ 
artis disciplinam ei sig- 
nificarem : ego quidem 
viro virtute et eruditione 
claro gratificari cupiens, 
antiquis et autenticis Re- 
gistris euolutis,scrinijsq3 
sacris diligenter perlus- 
tratis, avita ac propria 
familiae SUBS insignia vna 
cum galese ornamento 
seu crista, quas maiores 
illius hactenus gestaue- 
runt inveni. Quamob- 
rem, ne rei tantopere 
quaesitae tamqj memoria dignse cognitio diutius delitesceret, neve"

ifinmnr
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temporis iniuria, seu alia quauis occasione, noue, inquisitionis 
materia deniio pr|beatur, in forma quse sequiter describenda, ac 
pro pleniori noticia in margine praesentium suis metallis et colori- 
bus ad viuum delineanda depingendaq3 curaui. Insignia igitur 
clypei huiusmodi sunt: In planicie argentea crux patens florida 
atri coloris, suppraddita lingula cum quinque pendulis rubeis. Et 
in ipso crucis centro ad secundi fratris differenciam crecentis 
lunge forma aurea conspicitur. Pro Crista vero galeae cui 
appendit clypeus, supereminet pectore tenus Junonia avis pauo, 
varietate colorum pulcherrima, venenosam collo circumvolutam 
serpentem rostro tenens, cum differentia lunari praedicta, super 
torque m de argento et nigro, simul cum mantellis siue appendicijs 
rubeis, argento intrinsecus duplicatis et decoratis. Quae quidem 
insignia clypei vna cum apice seu crista galeae, caeterisq3 appen- 
dicibus ac ornamentis, Ego praenominatus Norroy rex Armo1^ 
autoritate et virtute functionis a. regia maiestate mihi concessae, 
literis patentibus et magno sigillo Angliaa confirmatae, dicto 
Laurentio Banester posterisqj suis addixi, tradidi, et in per- 
petuum confirmaui. In quorum omnium fidem ac testimoniu 
hijs praesentibus manu mea propria subscripsi, et appensione 
sigilli officij mei praesens diploma corroboraui. DatB Londini 
10. die mensis Martij anno Dni. 1578. regni vero ser"1* reginse 
Elizabethae vicesimo p'mo.

Patent of Arms to RICHARD BARNES, Bishop of 
Durham [1577-1587], from Co. Lancaster, by 
William Flower, Norroy, 4th April 1580.

[MS. Ashmole, 834, fol. 35] 

Pro Episcopo Dunolmensi.

Omnibus et singvlis tarn Regibus ad Arma siue Heraldis 
quam nobilibus caeterisque hoc scriptum visuris vel audituris 
Guillelmus Flower armiger aliter dictus Norroy Rex Armorum 
et principalis Heraldus partium Orientalium, Occidentalium et 
Borealium regni Angliae vltra ripam fluuij de Trent, Salutem 
in Domino sempiternam. QVVM Reverendus in Christo pater 
et venerabilis vir Ricardus Barnes sacrae Theologies professor 
siue doctor, in Comitatu Lancastrensi ex honesta familia, quae 
a Dominis Baronibus de Barnesse originem traxit, oriundus, 
filius scilicet Johannis Barnes, qui fuit films Edovardi, filij Jacobi, 
filij Edwini, filij Edmundi Barnes Comitatus praedicti, filij Oliueri 
Barnes Sudouolgij: multisque alijs nominibus clarus, vtpote qui 
Oxonij apud Musas in collegio ^Eneo nasensi educatus cui per 
aliquot post annos pie ac proinde praefuit, inde Eboracum 
evocatus, almseque illius ecclesiae Metropolitanse Cancellarius
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ac Scholarcha creatus, sacram Theologiam inibi ad aliquot
annos publice pnelegit ac professus est: deinde Episcopus
suffraganeus Nottinghamensis consecratus, ac postea Carliolensis
Episcopus factus, novissime Dunol-
miam translatus vbi iam ad Dei
gloriam Episcopus, illius ecclesise
habenas ac gubernacula moderatur,
me prsefatum Norroy Regem Ar-
morum obnixe rogauerit, vt antiqua
generis sui Arma siue insignia, iuxta
veram Heraldicse artis disciplinam
ei significarem, verbisque conceptis
describerem: Ego quidem non
solum quod est officij mei exequu-
tus sum, sed etiam viro virtute et
eruditione claro, deque Principe et
patria tarn bene merito, gratificari
cupiens, antiqua et autentica Officij
mei Registra euolui, scriniaque
sacra diligenter perlustraui, in [i and 4 BARNES ;
quibus auita ac propria familise
suae Arma siue insignia, quas maiores illius hactenus gestauerunt
et vsi sunt, inueni. Et ne rei tantopere quaesitse tamque
memoria dignae cognitio diutius delitesceret; neve temporis
iniuria, seu alia quauis occasione, nouse inquisitionis materia
denuo prsebeatur, Arma siue insignia praedicta antiqua in
forma quse sequitur descripsi, et pro pleniori notitia magis ad
viuum in margine praesentium delineanda depingendaque curavi.
Videlicet, Scuti quadripartiti prima pars, ex auro constat et viride
quarteriatim positis, quibus ex transuerso supra ponitur fascis
nigra, tribus stellis micantibus aureis conspicua. Illam parti-
tionem adproximat altera cselestini siue asorij coloris, pree se
ferens bendam argenteam cum vrsa gradiente atra: cuius Scuti
caput argenteum rosas tres rubeas radijs circumcinctas solaribus
speciosissimas quidem ostentat. In tertia et vltima diuisione
clypei primse et secundae partitionis notse revisuntur, quemad-
modum in Armis quarteriatis fieri solitum est. Quaa quidem
Arma siue insignia ego prsenominatus Norroy Rex Armorum,
virtute et authoritate functionis et officij mei a Regia Maiestate
mihi in hac parte concessse, dicto Reuerendo patri D. Ricardo
Dunolmensi Episcopo posterisque suis addixi, tradidi, et inper-
petuum confirmavi. HABENDA, vtenda^ gerenda, et ostendenda
honoris gratia quibuscunque loco et tempore pro eorum arbitrio,
aliquo impedimento contradictione aut prohibitione id vt ne fieri
possit, non obstante. IN QUORVM omnium et singulorum fidem
et testimonium, ego Norroy Rex Armorum prsedictus hijs prse-
sentibus manu mea propria subscripsi, et appensione tarn
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proprij quam Officij mei sigilli prsesens diploma corroboraui: 
DATVM Londini quarto die Aprilis Anno Domini M.D.LXXX. 
Regni vero Serenissimae Reginae Elizabethan anno vicesimo 
secundo.

Patent of Arms and Crest to ROBERT BROCK, of the 
City of Chester, by William Flower, Norroy, 
dated the 3rd of September 1580.

[MS. Ashm. 834, I., fol. 25]

To all and singuler to whome these presentes shall come, 
Willm Flower Esquire alias Norroy kinge of Armes of the

North partes of this realme of 
England sendeth greetinge. Wher- 
as Robert Brocke of the citie of 
Chester gentleman hath of longe 
tyme so virtuously behaued him 
self that he well deserveth to be 
admitted into the societie and 
fellowship of other gentiles berers 
of Armes: I the sayd Norroy 
kinge of Armes for a further de­ 
claration of the worthynesse of 
the sayd Robert Brock and at his 
instant request, have assigned vnto 
him these Armes and Creast: That 
is to say The feld sable a humett 
betwene three beares headdes rased 
silver, and on the healme vpon a 
torce argent and sab[/]e a brock 
passant betwene two branches of 
holly in proper colour, wth man- 
telles gules doubled argent, as 
more playnly apereth depicted in 
the margine herof. Which Armes 
and creast I the sayd Norroy 

kinge of Armes do by these presentes gyve and graunt vnto 
the sayd Robert Brock and to his ofspringe and posterity 
for euer. In witnesse wherof I have hervnto subscrybed my 
name and sette the seale of myne office the third day of 
September In the yere of our Lord god a thousand fyve 
hundred foure score, and in the xxij. yere of the reigne of 
our most gracious Sofieigne Lady Queene Elizabeth.

[See Funeral Certificates, Record Soc. Lane, and C/iesh., p. 41.]
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Exemplification of Arms of JOHN CUERTON, dwell­ 
ing at Bilbao, in Spain, by William Harvy, 
Clarenceux. Not dated.

[MS. Ashm. 834, I., fol. 49]

To all and singuler aswell kinges Herauldes and officers of 
Armes as nobles gentilmen and others which these presentes 
Ires shall se or here Willm Harvy esquire ats Clarencieulx 
principatt herauld and kinge of Armes of the sowthe east and 
west pties of England from the River of Trent Sowthward 
sendeth due comedations and greetinge. For asmouche as 
aunciently from the begininge the valient and vertuous actes 
of excellent persons have bene cofhended to the world with 
soundry monumentes and remembrauces of theire good desartes 
emonge the which the chiefest and most vsuaft hath bene the 
bearinge of signes and tokens in shieldes called Armes beinge 
no other thinges then evidences and demonstracons of prowes 
& valour diversly distributed accordinge to the qualityes and 
desertf of the persons. Which order as it was prudentlie devysed 
to stire and kindle the hartes of men to Imitacon of vertue 
yeven so hath the same bene and yet is continually observed, 
To thintent that suche as have done comendable service to their 
Prince or contrey ether in ware or peace might both receve due 
honor in their lyues and also derive the same by succession 
vnto their posteritie after them. And seinge it is not possible 
for enny worldly thinge to continue longe in one estate nor 
that the policy of man can so provide but that proces of 
tyme altereth the same, It was not therefore withowte greate 
providence ordeyned that ther shold be Herauldf and kingf 
of Armes, to whose office it is appropriat to kepe in Registers 
the Armes Pedegrees and dissentf of nobles and gentilmen to 
thintent that honour Justly wone shuld not lightly be forgottS 
and brought in oblivion. And heerevpon one Willm Bromhill 
in the name and as procurer of the woorshipfutt Mr John 
Cuerton esquire now dwelling at Bilbow within the realme 
& domynion of Spayne exhibitinge vnto me certeyne Ires 
patent^ vnder the queenes Matie great scale of England con- 
teninge therin thexemplyfication of the sainges and deposi­ 
tions of diverse witnes sworne and producted in the scyte of 
Chester Before the Maior and certeyne other the Aldermen 
of the same especially appoynted therevnto by her Mates Ires 
of comision therein enserted Towchinge the trewe declara­ 
tion of the stocke and linage of the same John Cuerton 
Requiringe me the said Clarencieulx kinge of Armes to make
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serche in the auncient registers and recordes of myne office 
which remayneth in my handes by order left vnto me in 
succession from other ancyent herauldf and king^ of armes 
And to signifie and declare vnto him trewly the auncient 
armes of the same howse and family of Cuertons heretofore 
vsed and borne by the auncesters of the said John Cuerton. 
Whervpon I the said Clarencieulx kinge of Armes knowinge 
his request to be so Just and lawfull I could not withowt 
his great iniurie deminishe or hinder the same But accord- 
ingely have seerched my auncyent registers and recordes and 
have not only fownde the owld and ancient armes and crest 
belonginge to the same howse and famylie wherof he is de- 
sended which armes & crest more playnly appereth depicted 
in this margent, But also for the further declaration of the 
trewe lyneatt dissent of the said John Cuerton, I have here- 
vnto annexed the Pedigre and dissent of his ancestors, which 
manifestly declareth him to be nobly descended of iij descentf 
of father and mothers syde from his great grandfather. Which 
armes and Pedegre I the said Clarencieulx kinge of armes as 
aforesaid by power and aucthorite to myne office annexed and 
graflted by the Queenes Maties Ires patentf vnder the great 
seale of England do affirme the said Armes and Petigre to be 
his trew and lawfutt armes and descent, and by these presentf 
affirmeth that it is, And shalbe for the said John Cuerton 
esquire and his posteritie. To vse beare and show for ever­ 
more in shild cote Armour or otherwyse at his libertie and 
pleasure withowt Impediment lett or Interruption of any person 
or persons. In witnes whe[>] of I the said Clarencieulx &c.

\The Arms are not tricked in the margin, and the pedigree of three 
descents is not annexed to this copy."\

[The name of this grantee has been variously read as Cuerton, 
Euerton, and Owerton, but a careful comparison of the several capital 
letters of the MS. suggests that the scribe meant it to read Cuerton. 
There were Overtons of Overton, in Broxton Hundred (see Ormerod's 
Hist, of Cheshire, vol. ii. p. 669), but the names of Cuerton, Cuerden, 
and Everton are not so well known in Cheshire history. It is unfor­ 
tunate that the grant gives no blazon of the arms ; but it is printed as 
a curious document, and especially because it recites a Royal Com­ 
mission under which the Mayor and other Aldermen of Chester sat 
to ascertain the true lineage and descent of the grantee and what 
arms had been borne by his ancestors. An inquiry at Chester has 
not led to the discovery of a record of this Commission among the 
city archives.]
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Patent of a Crest to JOHN EGERTON, of Egerton 
and Oulton, Co. Chester, by William Flower, 
Norroy, dated 7th August 1580.

[MS. Ashm. 834, I., fol. 246]

Omnibus et singulis tarn regibus ad Arma siue Heraldis, quam 
nobilibus cseterisque hoc scriptum visuris vel audituris, Willins

Flower Armiger aliter dictus Norroy rex Armorum et principalis 
Heraldus partium regni Anglias borealium, salutem in Domino
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sempiternam. Quum Johannes Eggerton de Eggerton et de 
Olton in Cestrensi Palatinatu armiger obnixe me rogauerit vt 
galese suae insigne, quod vulgo Cristam vocant, ei significarem: 
quoniam Armis suis antiquis (quod plaerunquae et alijs accidit) 
nulla reperitur supra Arma galea tymbro siue Crista exornata, 
id quod antiquitus nobilibus solummodo, equestris ordinis viris, 
aut saltern bellatoribus, competere et de iure spectare solebat. 
Ego quidem praedictus Norroy rex Armorum, viro virtute, erudi- 
tione, et omni humanitatis genere claro deque patria nostra bene- 
merito gratificari cupiens, pro maiori et ampliori suo ornamento 
Armis suis antiquis Leonem rapacem rubeum asorio armatum 
inter tres cuspides atras triangulariter positas planicie argentea 
prae se ferentibus : vlterius in galese condecoramentum, Cristam 
hanc cum cseteris phaleris et appendicijs adiunxi: videlicet tres 
sagittas barbatas aureas cum plumis nigris et cuspidibus atris 
siue sabulini coloris ligatura rubea medio inuicem contextas 
situatas super torquem argenteis rubeisque coloribus distinctum: 
quemadmodum pro pleniori noticia in margine praesentium suis 
metallis atque coloribus magis ad viuum delineandam depingen- 
damque curavi. Quae quidem insignia clypei antiqua, vna cum 
apice seu Crista galeae imposita ego prasnominatus Norroy rex 
Armorum virtute et autoritate functionis et officij mei a regia 
maiestate mihi in hac parte concessae dicto Johanni Eggerton 
posterisque suis addixi tradidi et inperpetuum confirmaui. Ha- 
benda, vtenda, gerenda, et ostendenda quibuscunque loco et 
tempore pro eorum arbitrio, aliquo impedimento, contradictione 
aut prohibitione, id vt ne fieri possit, non obstante. In quorum 
omnium fidem et testimonium, ego Norroy rex Armorum prae- 
dictus hijs praesentibus manu mea propria subscripsi, et appensione 
sigilli officij mei praedicti praesens diploma corroboravi. Datum 
in Eedibus praefati Johannis apud Olton septimo die Augusti Anno 
salutis a Christo millesimo quingentesimo et octuagesimo, regni 
vero Serenissimae reginae Elizabethae vicesimo secundo.

Exemplification of Arms to RICHARD GRAFTON, 
dwelling in the Canary Islands, descended out 
of Cheshire, by William Flower, Norroy, i6th 
of August 1577.

[MS. Ashm. 834, I., fol. 5^] 

A letter testimoniall into Spayne.
Vniversis et singulis Christi fidelibus ad quorum conspectum 

praesens Scriptum peruenerit Guillelmus Flower Armiger aliter 
dictus Norroy principalis Heroaldus et Rex Armorum prsecipuus 
partium Orientalium, Occidentalium, et Septentrionalium regni
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Angliae vltra ripam fluuij de Trent septentrionem versus, Salutem 
in Domino sempiternam. Ad vniuersitatis vestrae notitiam deduci 
cupio per prsesentes, Quod cum nuper ex parte Ricardi Grafton 
Angli filij Radulphi Grafton qui 
fuit filius generosi viri Ranulphi 
Grafton, in palatinatu Cestriae regni 
Anglise oriundi, ac in prassentiarum 
in Insulis Canariae regno Hispaniae 
subiectis, degentis et comorantis, 
mihi praedicto Norroy Regi Arm- 
orum debita cum instancia suppli- 
catum fuit, vt generis sui nobilitatem 
testificarem, vtque antiqua registra 
et monumenta quae mihi ratione 
officij et functionis, et iure succes- 
sionis ab alijs priscis Heroaldis et 
Regibus Armorum relicta fuerunt, 
diligenter euoluerem, vtque eiusdem 
familiae Arma siue insignia ei signi- 
ficarem, Ego praedictus Norroy 
Rex Armorum eiusdem petitionis 
sequitate persuasus, quia pium et 
meritorium est in rebus dubijs^- 
testimonium veritati perhibere, non 
potui sine summa iniuria illam aver- 
sare, imo iuxta votum petentis 
antiqua et vetustiora monumenta 
atque officij mei registra perscru- 
tatus sum, propria'que et auita 
familiae suse Arma siue insignia,
quas maiores illius hactenus gestauerunt et vsi sunt, repperi. 
Et ne rei tarn memoria dignas cognitio diutius delitesceret, 
Arma siue insignia praedicta antiqua, simul cum galea et 
auctuario quodam seu ornamento galeas quod vulgo Cristam 
vocant in margine praesentium delinianda depingendaque curaui. 
Quaa vero insignia vna cum Apice seu Crista ego memoratus 
Norroy Rex Armorum virtute et autoritate officij mei mihi per 

  literas patentes ab Illustrissima D. Regina sub magno sigillo 
Angliae concessi et collati, affirmo et asseuero esse propria et vera 
eiusdem familiss et stirpis de Grafton, licereque et fas esse turn 
ipsi Ricardo Grafton, turn fratribus posterisque suis quibuscunque, 
eisdem tanquam generis et nobilitatis sui monumenta vti,gestare, 
aut alias honoris gratia monstrare, in Scuto, sigillo, paludamento, 
aut eis indui et vestiri sicuti ei et posteris suis magis commodum 
videbitur. In quorum omnium et singulorum prsemissorum

Underlined in the original copy.
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fidem et testimonium, ego dictus Norroy Rex Armorum prse- 
sentibus manu mea propria subscripsi, et appensione sigilli Officij 
mei prsesens diploma corroboraui. Datum Londini decimo sexto 
die Mensis Augusti Anno a salutifero virginis partu M.D.LXXVIJ. 
iuxta ecclesiae Anglicanse computacionem, et regni Serenissimse 
Principis Elizabethse Dei gratia Anglise Franciae et Hibernise 
Reginse Fidei Defensoris, &c. Anno decimo nono.

Patent of Arms to JOHN HANKEY, of Chester, by 
William Flower, Norroy, 6th of September 1580.

[MS. Ashm. 834,1., fol. 25]

To all and singuler to whome these presentes shall come be 
seene heard read or vnderstoode, William Flower Esquire alias 
Norroy kinge of Armes of the North partes of this realme of Eng­ 

land Sendeth gretinge in our lord 
god euerlastinge. Wheras John 
Hanke[y] Alderman and some- 
tyme Maior of the Citie of Chester 
hath of longe tyme so well behaved 
him selfe and so vertuously and 
prudently demeaned him selfe as 
well in the tyme of his bearinge 
office within the Citie as other- 
wyse, that he well desearveth to 
be admitted into the societie and 
felowship of other gentles bearers 
of Armes: I the said Norroy kinge 
of Armes for a further declaracon 
of the worthinesse of the said 
John Hanke[y] and at his instant

request have assigned vnto him these Armes followinge, That is 
to say: the field Gerondie of eight peces asure and gueules a 
wolfe rampant gold armed sable langued gueules, as more playly 
appereth depicted in the Margin heerof. Which Armes I the 
said Norroy kinge of Armes do by these presentes give and grant 
vnto the said John Hanke[y] and to his ofspringe and posteretie 
for ever. In witnesse whereof I have heervnto subscribed my 
name and sette the Scale of myne office the vjth day of September 
in the yere of our lord god a thousand five hundred fourscore, 
and in the xxij th yere of the reigne of our most gracious Sofiaigne 
lady Quene Elizabeth &c.
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Grant of a Crest to WILLIAM LIVERSAGE of Wheelock, 
Co. Chester, by William Flower, Norroy, 24 
September 1580.

[MS. Ashm. 834, I., fol. 25**]

Lyuersage. 
To all &c.
Wheras Willfn Leversage of Whelok in the Countie of Chester 
Esquire is well borne and descended of worthie progenitors that 
haueof longetymevsed and 
boren Armes as tokens of 
their race and gentry,which 
lykwyse to him by iust de­ 
scent and prerogatyve of 
birth and duly deryved, 
He yet not knowenge of 
any creast or cognoysance 
properly belonginge vnto 
his auncyent Armes (as 
vnto very meny ancyent 
cotes of Armes ther be 
none) hath requyred me 
the sayd Norroy kinge of 
Armes to assigne vnto his 
sayd auncyent Armes, a 
creast or cognoysance 
meete and lawfull to be 
boren without preiudice 
or offence to any other 
person. In consyderation 
wherof, for a further de­ 
claration of the worthy- 
nesse of the sayd Willfn 
Leversage and at his in­ 
stant request, I the sayd 
Norroy kinge of Armes by [LYVERSAGE quartering WHEELOCK.] 
power and authoritie to [Opposite the 4th quarter is written " 3 levers, 
me COmitted by Ires pat- OI els 3 cullers or plowe shares."]
entes vndr the great seale
of England, have assigned gyven and graunted vnto the sayd 
Willfn Lyversage to his auncyent Armes for his creast or cog­ 
noysance vpon the healme on a Torce argent and sable a leopardes 
hedde devouringe a flower de luce gold, with Mantelles gules 
dubled argent, as more playnly togither with the sayd auncyent
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Armes appeereth depicted in the margine herof. Which Armes 
and Creast and every part and parcell therof, I the sayd Norroy 
kinge of Armes do by these pntes ratifie confirme gyve and graunt 
vnto the sayd Willm Lyversage and to his ofspringe and posteritie 
for ever. He and they the same to have hold, vse, beare, enioy 
and shew forth to their estimation and worship at all tymes and 
for ever heerafter wth their due differences according to the law of 
Armes at his and their liberty and pleasur wthout the impediment 
let or interruption of any person or persons. In witnesse wherof 
I the sayd Norroy kinge of Armes have heervnto subscrybed my 
name and sette the seal of myne office the 24. day of September 
In the yere of our lord god. 1580. in the 22. yere of the reigne 
of our most graciouse souSeigne Lady queene Elizabeth.

Patent to JOHN MORE, out of Cheshire, now living 
at Bilbao in Spain, by William Flower, Norroy, 
. . . January 1581-2.

[MS. Ashm. 834, I., fol. 50]

Omnibus et singulis turn Regibus et officialibus ad Arma, turn 
proceribus et nobilibus quibuscunque praesentes lecturis siue 
audituris Gulielmus Flower armiger aliter dictus Norroy rex 
Armorum et principalis Heraldus partium regni Anglise borealium 
vltra ripam fluuij de Trent Salutem in Domino Saluatore. Cum 
ab antiquis et priscis temporibus clarorum virorum res gestse 
posteris semper testatissimis signis et virtutum monumentis, 
illustratse et comendatae fuerint: id quidem prsscipue quorumdam 
armorum siue insignium gestatione, quae tanquam virtutis et 
magnanimitatis prsemia diuersimode conferri solebant prout 
singulorum prasclare facta mereri videbantur. Sapienter sane 
excogitata ratio, qua humanus animus ad virtutis et glorise 
studium impelleretur: et non minor prudentia in hunc vsque 
diem suma cura obseruata, vt qui prasclare de patria et principe 
pace bellone bene meriti essent, non solum dum viuerent sumo 
honore afficerentur: verum iam fato functi honorem, fortitudine 
consilio aut rebus prasclare gestis adquisitum, id posteris suis per- 
petuo duraturum transmitteret et deriuarent Sed quoniam mor- 
talia omnia caducata sunt et transitoria, nee humanum pottst 
ingenium sic rebus consulere, quin edax rerum atas, temporisque 
diuturnitas (cui sunt res humance. omnes nimis obnoxice) volubilitate 
sua rerum omnium mcissitudinem iniuriosam adferat: non im- 
merito 1 nee sine consilio singulari promisum fuit, vt Feciales 
siue Heraldi et Reges Armorum instituerentur, quorum interesset

1 These words are underlined in the original copy.
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summo studio curare et effectum reddere 1 vt clarorum virorum 
insignia siue Arma 1 virtute parta, generisque ac stirpium stem- 
mata prcedaris splendidisque parentibus 1 longa serie deducta 
horum registris ac monumuntis [sic] conseruarentur, et a tem- 
poris iniuria vindicarentur. ne quondoque [sic] magno sudore 
adepta gloria ex hominum memoria subito excideret et obliuioni 
confunderetur. Hinc euenit quod cum nuper ex parte Johannis 
More Angli in palatinatu Cestriae regni Angliae oriundi, ac Bilbao 
nobilissimse celeberrimaeque ciuitatis in ditione Cantabriae siue

Pigot.a

Cuerton [Cuerden].

Ridley.

[sic] [Foster?]

Bizcaiae regni Hispanise modo degentis, mihi prasdicto Norroy 
Armorum regi debita cum instancia supplicatum fuit, vt antiqua 
registra et monumenta quse mihi ratione officij functionis mei 
iureque successionis a praedecessoribus meis Regibus Armorum a 
conseruarentur, diligenter evoluerem, prsefatique Johannis 
stemma, vna cum Armis siue insignibus gentilicijs familiae suse

1 These words are underlined in the original copy.
2 The charges of the More arms are omitted in these drawings : 

the coat probably was Ermine, a fesse Gules between five (or six) 
moorcocks proper.
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ab antiquo proprijs et de iure spectantibus, hoc publico instru- 
mento significarem atque describerem; quo ilium moribus ac 
fama splendidum, a nobilibus quoque ortum parentibus, verax 
haberetur testimonium. Ego praedictus Norroy Rex Armorum l 
eiusdem petitionis sequitate persuasus, quia in rebus dubijs 1 ab 
hominum notitia propter locorum distantias multum remotis 
testimonium veritati perhibere pium esse et meritorium nemo 
est qui nesciat: non potui sine summa iniuria illam aversare, aut 
vllo modo impedire vel contradicere: Imo J iuxta petentis votum, 
antiqua et vetustiora monumenta atque officij mei Registra per- 
scrutatus, non solum Arma siue insignia eiusdem familiae pecu- 
liaria repperi, qualia hie in margine prsesentium depingenda 
curaui, verum etiam quo ad illustrationem generis et stirpis 
prsenominati Johannis hie obiter notandum duxi avum suum 
Rogerum More ex Pigottorum familia Salopiensis Comitatus 
celeberrima vxorem habuisse, quae illi peperit Stephanum More 
filium suum et haeredem, qui ex filia Johannis Ridleij Armigeri 
prsefatum Johannem More filium suum progenuit: maiorum 
suorum copula coniugalia scutis siue Armorum clypeis in margine 
prcesentium depicta, huic adiungenda depingendaque curavi: 1 vnde 
ilium ab vtriusque sexus parentibus bene genitum ductos et deri- 
uatos, 1 splendidoque et prseclaro genere ortum esse certb constat. 
Quae vero insignia hie in margine praesentium depicta genealogica 
serie 1 ego memoratus Norroy rex Armorum virtute et autoritate 
functionis et officij mei a Regia maiestate mihi in hac parte con- 
cessse, literisque patentibus magno sigillo Angliae communitis, 

I affirmo et asseuero esse propria, vera et gentiles eiusdem familiae 
de More palatinatus Cestrensis praedicti, licereque et fas esse ipsi 
Johanni More posterisque suis quibuscunque eisdem vti, gestare, 
aut alias honoris gratia monstrare Clypeo, scuto, paludamento, 
sigillo, vexillo aut alio aliquo modo, quibuscunque loco et tern- 
pore pro eorum arbitrio: aliquo impedimento, contradictione, aut 
prohibitione id vt ne fieri possit, non obstantibus. In quorum 
omnium et singulorum praemissorum fidem et testimonium, ego 
Norroy Rex Armorum prsedictus hijs prsesentibus manu mea 
propria subscripsi, et appensione sigilli officij mei praedicti prae- 
sens diploma corroboraui. Datum Londini \blanti\ die Januarij 
verbi incarnati iuxta ecclesiae Anglicanae computationem Anno 
M.D.LXXXI. regni verb Serenissimse principis Elizabethae Dei gratia 
Anglias Franciae et Hibernise reginas Fidei Defensoris, Anno 
vicesimo quarto.

1 These words are underlined in the original copy.
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Grant of a Crest to THOMAS NORREYS of Or ford, 
Co. Lancaster, by William Flower, Norroy, 
loth November 1581.

[Ashm. MS. 844, II., fol. 54]

To all and singuler to whome these presentes shall come Willm 
Flower Esquire alias Norroy kinge of Armes of the North partes 
of England, Sendeth greetinge in 
our Lord God everlastinge. Wheras 
Thomas Norreys of Orford in the 
Countie of Lancaster, is well borne 
and descended of worthie pro­ 
genitors that haue of longe tyme 
boren Armes as tokens of their 
race and gentry, which lykewyse 
to him by iust descent and pre- 
rogatyve of birth ar[e] duely de- 
ryved: he yet not knowinge of 
any Creast or Cognoysance pro­ 
perly belonginge vnto his Ancient 
Armes (as vnto verie meny ancient 
Cotes of Armes ther be none) hath 
required me the said Norroy kinge 
of Armes to assigne vnto his said 
Auncient Armes a Creast or Cog­ 
noysance meete and lawfull to be 
borene withowt preiudice or offence 
to any other person. In considera- 
con wherof for a further declaration 
of the worthines of the said Thomas 
Norreys and at his instant request 
I the said Norroy kinge of Armes by power and authoritie 
to me comitted by letters patentes vnder the greate scale of 
England have assigned given and grauted vnto the said Thomas 
Norreys to his auncient Armes for his Creast or Cognoyssance 
vpon the healme on a Torce argent and sable an Otters heade 
razed golde in the mouthe bearinge a fishe in propre colour : 
with mantelles gueules doubled argent: As more plainly to 
gither with the said Ancient Armes appereth depicted in the 
Margine herof. Which Armes and Creast and euerie part and 
percell therof I the said Norroy kinge of Armes do by these 
presentf ratine confirme give and grant vnto the said Thomas 
Norreys and to his posteritie for ever. He and they ye same 
to haue hold vse beare enioy and shewe furth at all tymes 
and for ever heerafter at his and theire libertie and pleasure

N


