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MAPS AND PLANS OF LIVERPOOL AND
DISTRICT BY THE EYES FAMILY
OF SURVEYORS
WITH APPENDICES CONTAINING PARTICULARS OF
SOME THIRTY-SEVEN LOCAL SURVEYS, &c.

By R. Stewart-Brown, M.A.

'TPHERE is no better way of appreciating the
L extraordinary development of Liverpool in the
eighteenth century than by a study of maps and
plans of the town, and amongst the most valuable
records of local history are the surveys made by
various members of the Eyes family. That no
one has attempted to give an account of this family
and its succeeding generations of architects and surveyors seems strange, and the following is offered,
not as a genealogical study, but as a general review
of the important local work done by them, together
with a few personal details of interest.
The name " Eyes" does not seem ever to have
been very common in Lancashire, or elsewhere in
England. I have come across it at Walton, in the
Wigan and Warrington districts, and in Norfolk, 1
1 Thomas Eyes, tenant of William Chorley at Walton, 1494
(Chorley Survey, Lanes, and Ches. Rec. Soc., pp. 38 and 51). See
also Registers of Walton Parish Church. Thomas Eyes was concerned
with land at Halton (Cheshire) 27 Elizabeth, and with the manors
of Overwhitley and Coggeshall, 43 Elizabeth (Calendar of Pleadings
Ducatus Lancastria). " Henry Eyes, gent., second son of Thos. E.,
late of Berry's Hall, Norfolk, Esq." (Gray's Inn Ad. Kegr., 1696,
Sep. 6). The wills of about a dozen Eyes in the Wigan and Warrington district between 1613 and 1730 are calendared at Chester.
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but the first occurrence of the name in Liverpool,
so far as can be found, is in 1705, when we find
JAMES EYES assessed for his house in Lord Street.
His name also appears in the poor rate assessment
of 1708, and in neither case is he described.1 But
there can be little doubt that he is identical with the
" James Eyes of Lord Street, Liverpool, joyner,"
who was buried at St. Nicholas Church on October
30, 1723, and whose will, dated October 21, 1723,
was proved at Chester on October 23, 1724. The
will mentions a messuage in Liverpool in his possession, and his under-tenant Alderman Morecroft.
His property was left to his son John and his wife,
who proved the will.2
It seems probable that the testator was free born,
though the records are not now available. But on
October 16, 1727, the name of JOHN EYES, cabinetmaker, appears in the Freemen's Register, and this,
no doubt, is the son mentioned in the will.
This descent is not quite in agreement with some
notes which I find in the Underbill MSS.3 The
earliest Liverpool Eyes is there given as " James,
temp. Will. III.," and John is said originally to have
been a journeyman joiner. But between the two
Mr. Underbill places a Richard (d. August 19, 1704),
of whom I have no record.
Some time before he became a freeman John Eyes
must have taken up the profession of a surveyor, in
which he rose by his own merit to such a high position. The earliest work attributed to him is a small
plan of Liverpool in 1725.* I have been unable to
find the original plan, or to identify the original or
1 Liverpool in the Reign of Queen Anne (Peet), pp. 42 and 102.
2 Witnesses "James Shaw, jun., Catherine Willson, Danu. Birchall,
Not. Pub."
3 Picton, in his usual way, has copied, without acknowledgment or
investigation, from these notes, and thereby fallen into several errors.
See Memorials, 2nd edit., ii. 160.
* App. I., No. i.
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earliest issue of it. There is, at the Athenaeum
Library, Liverpool, a MS. plan of this date on
vellum. It bears no name, and, from internal evidence in the way of alteration and insertion of street
names, &c., cannot, I think, be the original. It is
of the same size (16^ inches by 21 inches) as, and
practically identical with, a lithograph reproduction
in colour,1 lettered " Liverpool as it was in the year
1725, from the original plan by John Eyes." There
is also at the Athenaeum a small engraved " Plan of
Liverpool, as it was in the year 1725" (8J inches
by iof inches) which, though with full margins and
plate mark, bears no name of maker, engraver, or
publisher. All the three differ slightly in points of
detail. The plan of 1725 in the corner of Horwood's Plan of 1803 is a reproduction of the Eyes
plan, though it does not bear any name.
Whether or not John Eyes was the author of the
plan of 1725 associated with his name, it was not,
I think, official.
The Corporation records of October 6, 1725,
contain a minute to the following effect:
"James Chadwick having been imploy'd to measure and make a map of the town and the Liberties
thereof; it is ordered that he have six pounds
towards it." 2
Chadwick's well-known map of 1725 (which is
quite different) is thus the official version. But
there is no authentic earlier plan of the town, and
it is therefore of great value to have the two plans
to compare and check against each other.
Some remarks of Matthew Gregson in a letter
to the Gentleman's Magazine in 1814 3 are worth
noticing here. He says
1 G. J. Poore, lithographer, 42 Castle Street. This firm, still in
existence in Tithebarn Street, has no record of the reproduction
(which was probably done about 1865) or of the owner of "the original plan by John Eyes."
2 Picton's Records, ii. 64.
s Vol. Ixxxiv. (i), p. 39.
K
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"Plans of the Town of Liverpool may be had
from the grandson of old Mr. Eyes, who was surveyor to the Corporation, now resident in Liverpool, and that gentleman, as well as myself, has a
manuscript plan of the town taken in 1725, which
was engraved at one corner of H or wood's plan of
1803. I have nowhere seen plans of an earlier
date than 1725, though for many years seeking
every opportunity to find them."
A few years later Eyes was concerned in a
transaction regarding the common lands of Everton.
In 1714, Lady Ashburnham, who, on the death of
her father, the ninth Earl of Derby, in 1702, had
become owner of the manor of Everton, agreed to
lease 115 acres of commons for 1000 years to the
copyholders, and they in their turn agreed to
divide the land amongst themselves in proportion
to their holdings. The lease was granted in 1716,
and was the subject of disputes with the inhabitants of neighbouring manors. On the adjustment
of these differences the land was, in 1729, parcelled
out in accordance with " A Particular Allotment,"
prepared by John Eyes, which shows the names of
the owners and the acreage thus acquired. 1
In 1733 Eyes made two valuable local plans.
The Breckshute, part of the Liverpool Town Fields,
which still lay divided in the old field cultivation
strips, was surveyed and reapportioned among
the owners in more convenient parcels. The two
plans 2 show the fields before and after the'division.
In 1736 and 1737 Eyes was engaged in a most
important survey 8 with Samuel Fearon, of the
Lancashire and neighbouring coasts, the results
of which were published in 1738, with four charts.
This work, said to be the first folio printed in
1 App. I., No. 2, and Syers' Everton, pp. 32-35, 401-3, 410-13.
s App. I., Nos. yi and 3*.
s App. I., No. 4.
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Liverpool, is of an elaborate and technical nature,
the nautical directions being by Fearon, no doubt
a seaman, and the surveys by Eyes. The authors
state that they were impelled to the work by a
knowledge of the dangers of the coast, and were
encouraged by the support of a large number of
Liverpool merchants and subscribers in Lancashire,
Cheshire, and in London, whose names appear in
the Appendix. "That this Performance may contribute towards the safety of many Lives and
Fortunes are the sincere wishes of the Authors."
The work was submitted to, and approved by, the
Lord High Admiral and the Trinity House, and
must have been of great value to seamen trading
in and out of the Lancashire ports.
In 1740-1 Eyes surveyed a portion of the river
Calder from Wakefield to Ealand and Salter Hebble
Bridge, and in 1758 a further portion from Brooksmouth to Sowerby Bridge, and from the latter to
Halifax, and published two plans 1 of his work, one
being engraved at Clerkenwell and the other in
Liverpool. Whether these surveys had anything
to do with the Calder and Hebble navigation I
cannot say, but it seems very likely.
In the meantime Eyes seems to have been working as surveyor and architect to the Liverpool
Corporation. We find he made a " Plan of the
Docks and Piers at Liverpool" in i742,2 and the
Binns collection contains a MS. map by him of
"Part of Liverpool," planned March I753-3 This
plan, which is only of the town west of Castle
Street and south of Water Street, was probably
made for some litigation about the reclaimed foreshore, various plots of land along the shore being
marked in red as Corporation property. A fact
worth noticing is that this plan shows the outline
1 App. I., Nos. $ and n.
3 App. I., No. 8.

' App. I., No. 6.
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of the Castle precincts. Outside work of importance
also engaged Eyes' attention, and, according to Mr.
Underbill, he had the honourable distinction of
having assisted (no doubt under the instructions of
Brindley) in the formation of the first modern canal
in Great Britain, constructed in 1755 out of the
Sankey River from Warrington. In 1755 Eyes,
with Mr. Taylor of Manchester, was employed by
the Corporation to take surveys for a canal joining
the rivers Trent and Mersey, and thus to open
inland communication between the great seaports of
Hull and Liverpool. An accurate survey was made,
and the scheme, being reported practicable, was
carried out under an Act of Parliament of 1766.
In 1771 Eyes made a magnificent survey of the
township of Allerton. The original has been recently acquired by the Public Library. 1 I also
find there is an original plan of " the Land of Jas.
Hall in Much Woolton Township" made by John
Eyes in April 1766," and a survey and map taken
by him in 1771 of Mr. Tarleton's property at
Otterspool and elsewhere.3
Eyes seems also to have been concerned, though
in what capacity is not certain, in the building, in
1750, of St. Thomas' Church.4 His ability and
versatility are further evidenced by the fact that in
1766 he engraved (or perhaps more strictly only
drew (delineavity) and issued, at the price of 6d., a
print of the painting of Liverpool in 1680, then in
the possession of Ralph Peters, Deputy Recorder
of Liverpool.5
It is indeed strange that a
draughtsman capable of such work has not left
behind other examples of his skill.
No doubt by this time Eyes was in regular
1 App. I., No. 22.
* App. I., No. 17.
8 App. I., No. 21.
Liverpool Prints, p. 330.
6 I have given a full account of this painting in my paper in vol. lx.,
P- 35-
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employment by the Corporation, and attention will
be drawn to some of the more important surveys
upon which he was engaged for them. The Council
books for June 1759 record that he was paid £j
for surveying the coast up the river and taking an
account of the fishguards erected therein. Then
again, in October 1764, it was resolved that "Mr.
Eyes do plan the Corporation estate and colour it
under the direction of the Committee of Views for
the time being." To enable this to be done Eyes
appears to have been supplied by the Town Clerk,
Francis Gildart, with particulars of the Corporation
property and instructions as to his method of procedure ; and I discovered among the Holt and
Gregson MSS. the original " Particulars and Instructions " for a portion of such property, viz. for
some odd and scattered plots and buildings which
might otherwise have escaped notice.
These
" Particulars" throw light on a good many interesting buildings and places, and I have printed them
in full in Appendix II., drawing attention in notes
to points of interest.
The outcome of this survey of corporate land
was the magnificent MS. plan on vellum now in
the Surveyor's Department. 1 This is a large survey
showing all the Corporation buildings in red and
with carefully marked boundaries. It of course includes a great deal of Corporation property which
was not set out in the Town Clerk's " Particulars."
There is also another small plan 2 produced for the
Corporation in 1767 from the survey of 1765, which,
however, is confined to premises more or less outside the town.
In the meantime Eyes, taking advantage of the
Corporation survey, prepared and published by
their permission, on April 4, 1766, at the price
of 2s. 6d., a very fine general " Plan of Liverpool,
1 App. I., No. 14.

' App. I., No. 18.
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surveyed June, I765-" 1 This is somewhat smaller
than his MS. plan, and is not confined to Corporation property. It is dedicated not only to the Mayor
and Council, but also to the Merchants and Tradesmen of the town. The original issue of this plan
did not have the names of the landowners written
in, but, probably at a much later date, a lithographed copy appeared, having a great many names
written in the plots.2 In 1865 a reprint, in colour,
of the original plan was published by Dr. Dawson.3
In this the names are replaced by numbers referring to a list of names in the margin, taken from
Perry's map of 1769.
This plan of 1765 was, no doubt, the basis for
" A Plan of Liverpool with the Docks, 1766," sold
by R. Williamson, but bearing no other name.
Yet another general survey by John Eyes has
to be recorded in " A Plan of the Town of Liverpool, with the Docks, Streets, Lanes, and Alleys,"
in 1768.*
In 1768 the Wavertree Enclosure Act (8 George
III.) was passed, under which John Jackson of West
Derby, Caryl Fleetwood, and John Eyes were appointed Commissioners for allotting the commons
and wastes among the copyholders. The Commissioners issued their award in March 1771, accompanied by an elaborate plan of the commons by
Eyes, showing the division of the land. 5
The only joint survey by John and Charles Eyes
which I have seen is one made in 1771 of the property of Ralph Williamson in the Town Field. 6
A large part of John Eyes' duties as Surveyor
1 App. I., No. 15.
* Copy at Athenseum Library, undated and no publisher's name.
This gives more names than the reprint of 1865 next mentioned.
* Lithographed by McGahey, and sold by A. Bowker.
* App. I., No. 19.
* App. I., No. 24.
* App. I., No. 23.
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to the Corporation consisted in making plans to be
attached to the leases of Corporation property. It is
quite unnecessary, for present purposes, to attempt
to make any examination or list of these plans, but
they contain a mine of topographical information
which has been much neglected.1 I have already
referred in a previous paper 2 to the valuable collection of " Plans of the Liverpool Pot Works," by
John and Charles Eyes, but it is as well to repeat
the substance of my remarks here. These plans,
originally made for Corporation leases, or on sales
of the property, were collected by Mr. Joseph Mayer,
and by him bound into a large volume, lettered as
above, which is now in the Public Museum. References to upwards of twenty of these plans were made
by Mr. Charles Gatty in his paper on the "Liverpool Potteries," in vol. xxxiii. of the Proceedings of
this Society. As Mr. Peter Entwistle, of the Public
Museum, proposes to reproduce all, or nearly all, of
these plans in his forthcoming work on Liverpool
Pottery, it is unnecessary to say more here about
them, except to point out that they have great value
beyond their importance in relation to pottery, inasmuch as they frequently show the surrounding streets
and landmarks, and give names of adjoining owners,
at dates when the Directory either did not exist, or
was of a crude character. 3
In 1773 John Eyes died, and his will, dated April 3,
1773, was proved at Chester on the 27th August of
that year. He left all his property to his wife Elizabeth, and made her and Thomas Guy of Liverpool,
gentleman, his executors. The will was signed in the
presence of Catherine Hughes, Thomas Midgeley,
1 There are four volumes of leaseholders, with plans of their holdings, 1669-1795.
4 "Tower of Liverpool," vol. xxv., N.S., Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire.

3 Some of those of general interest are included in the list in
Appendix I.
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and " W. Roscoe, jun.," and to the latter reference
will be made later on. The widow died soon after,
Guy renounced probate, and eventually administration was granted to Emblin Sherman of Liverpool,
next of kin and administratrix of the widow.
John Eyes had at least one son, namely, JOHN
EYES, JUN. (who seems to have predeceased him),
and possibly a second son named Charles, of whom
later.
On November 12, 1767, "John Eyes, jun., son
of John Eyes, Surveyor," applied for admission as
a freeman of Liverpool by inheritance, and was
admitted on the i7th March of the next year. He
was an attorney by profession. Among the Holt
and Gregson documents 1 is the MS. account of
Everton, taken from the minutes of Isaac Green,
which is printed by Gregson in his Fragments?
The MS. bears the words, " With notes by J. Eyes,
Solr.," which are omitted by Gregson. 3
Two facts are of interest with regard to John
Eyes, jun. The first is that he and Charles Eyes
were among the original founders, in 1769, of the
institution which eventually became the Liverpool
Academy of Arts ; and the second fact of interest
is that in 1769 William Roscoe, then aged sixteen,
was articled to him for six years. It is said that
Eyes discovered Roscoe's talents by finding on his
desk some verses on Shenstone the poet, which so
impressed his master that he introduced him to the
Academy of Arts, and in 1773 Roscoe read an ode
on the objects of the revived institution. John
1 Vol. v., 25, Liverpool Public Library.
2 1869 edition, p. 144.
3 Syers {History of Everton, p. 227) refers to another draft or copy
of this MS. in the town's chest known as Seacomes History of Everton, and suggests Gregson copied from it. The one mentioned in
the text, however, bears notes by Gregson of the number of pages
it occupied in his book. Among the Mayer papers at the Public
Library is a MS. attributed to John Seacome, entitled An Historicall
Account of the Township of Everton, 4°, 126 pp.
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Eyes, junior, died before the expiration of Roscoe's
articles, and he completed them in the office of
Mr. Peter Ellames. 1
The year after the death of John Eyes, senior,
the name of CHARLES EYES, Architect and Surveyor,
appears at the address in Church Street given for
John Eyes and John Eyes, junior, in previous
years. As already stated, I believe this Charles
Eyes (who became architect and surveyor to the
Corporation) was one of the sons of John Eyes,
senior, and he is so referred to by local writers
on many occasions, and notably by Gregson.
However, on searching the Freeman's Committee
Book, I find that on the gth September 1780
Charles Eyes, Surveyor, son of JAMES EYES, applied
for admission as a freeman by birthright. The
freemen's books are not infallible, and this may
be a mistake for "son of John Eyes" ; but further
search reveals that on the gth October 1750 JAMES
EYES, Cabinet Maker, was admitted to the freedom.
I find also in a poll book of 1761 the name of James
Eyes, Cabinet Maker, and in the Directory for 1766
the name of James Eyes, Brewer, also appears.
Further, Mr. Underbill in his MS. states that John
Eyes, senior, had a brother James who held office
under the Corporation as supervisor of the highways. There was, therefore, a James Eyes, whose
son Charles Eyes could have been. The latter
was, it is believed, born in 1754, and his baptismal
certificate will no doubt clear up the matter.
Charles Eyes seems to have taken up the official
positions and work of John Eyes, and, certainly as
early as 1777, held the position of Town Surveyor.
His early connection with the Academy of Arts
has already been mentioned ; in 1784 he exhibited
a plan of the township of Liverpool at the exhibi1 Life of Roscoe (Henry Roscoe), i. 13, and paper on " John Wyke"
in vol. vi. Trans. Hist. Soc., p. 72.
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tion of that year, and in 1787 he served upon the
committee. Among the Mayer collection of pottery
plans already mentioned I found a plan and elevation, 1 taken by Charles Eyes in June 1799, of
" Mr. Wm. Lolley's buildings in John Street,
formerly the Liverpool Library and Academy for
Paintings, &c." This is interesting, as it shows the
house built by William Everard, the first floor of
which was occupied as the library, the room above
being used as the original meeting-place of the
Academy or Society of Artists.
To the efforts of Charles Eyes and those of
Roscoe may be attributed the execution by John
Deare of the bas-relief on the Good Samaritan
upon the front of the dispensary erected in 1782
in Church Street, to which Eyes had been an
original subscriber in 1779.
The book-plate of Charles Eyes, probably designed by himself and here reproduced, is rather
curious.
It bears, as arms, Gules, three eyes,
proper ; crest, a cockatrice ; and the punning motto,
" Nil visu dulcius." 2
In 1785 Charles Eyes published a fine large
" Plan of the Town and Township of Liverpool," 3
which was probably the completed survey for the
map exhibited at the Academy Exhibition of 1784.
At the end of the same year (1785) the Town
Council ordered Charles Eyes to prepare a plan
setting forth the best methods of carrying off the
water from different parts of the town, the present
tunnels and water-courses being, in the opinion of
the Select Committee, very inefficient and inconvenient. A further entry appears two years later,
calling upon the Surveyor to take measures to prevent the water incommoding the tenants of houses
1 App. I., No. 32.
2 Trans. Hist. Soc., vol. xxxi. p. 79.
' App. I., No. 27.

BOOK-PLATE OF CHARLES EYES
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in Paradise Street by flowing into their cellars on
the occasion of rain. Mr. Eyes' precautions did
not seem to be effective, as next year Mr. Blackburn, an architect from London, was summoned to
advise how the water-tunnels could be improved. 1
About this time, we learn from Matthew Gregson, 2 John Foster was the Corporation joiner, and
Charles Eyes, in addition to being Corporation
Surveyor, was Town's Measurer of the Works.
According to Gregson (who was a contemporary
of them both), Foster, a very strong and influential
character, set about getting control of the Corporation affairs for himself and his family. Eyes
was removed from his position as Surveyor, and
the task of measuring up Foster's work was delegated to a clerk in the latter's office who had been
brought up under Eyes. Various details of other
" family jobs," said to have been perpetrated by the
Foster family, are given by Gregson. Charles
Eyes, however, apparently retained the position of
Surveyor of the Pavements, and also from time to
time did valuation work for the Corporation.
In 1796 Charles Eyes seems to have published
another plan of Liverpool. 3 I have not seen the
original survey or any original issue of this plan,
but there is a reprint by Bowker in which the plan
is said to be " from an actual survey by Chas.
Eyes, 1796."* This is a large plan with the names
of the landowners written in it.
Among other buildings in the town designed by
Charles Eyes may be mentioned the Music Hall,
Bold Street, in 1786.
He was architect to the
Mock Corporation of Sephton. Shortly before
his death Charles Eyes became associated with
1 Picton's Records, ii. 144, 260.
s Holt and Gregson MS., vol. xvi. 285.
* App. I., No. 31.
* Bmn's Coll. Gore's smaller plan of 1796 is no doubt based on
Eyes' survey of that year.
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the history of the Goree Warehouses in a somewhat peculiar way. The warehouses belonged to
James France of Everton, who died on 2ist July
1795. His will, by some strange oversight, contained no power enabling his trustees to sell them.
In September 1802 they were burnt down, and the
trustees found themselves in the position of having
no power to sell the site nor to raise money to
rebuild.
Under these circumstances it became
necessary to obtain an Act of Parliament (43
George III., chapter 137) under which the warehouses were vested in two trustees, namely, Robert
Greaves of Liverpool and Charles Eyes, upon trust
for sale and the purchase of other property, to be
settled upon the issue of Thomas France (formerly
Thomas Hayhurst), and the children of the testator's niece, Alice, wife of Abraham Crompton.
There is at the Athenseum a plan 1 (which seems
to have been scheduled to the Act) showing the
France property and warehouses after the fire.
This was probably prepared by Charles Eyes.
Charles Eyes was not long concerned with this
trust. He died on September 3, 1803, aged fortynine, and the following eulogy appeared in Gore's
General Advertiser of September 8 :
"His professional skill and probity rendered
him a valuable member of, and honor to, Society.
The endearing qualities of husband, father and
friend were conspicuous in his character, and will
long be held in grateful remembrance by those
who knew him and who now bemoan his loss."
A portrait of Charles Eyes was exhibited in the
Historical Exhibition of I9O7-2 His will, dated the
23rd March 1800, was proved at Chester (personality under ^1000) on the i4th February 1804
by Edward Blackstock, John Foster, jun., and the
1 App. I., No. 34.
2 Portrait Section, No. 88.
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testator's wife Martha.1 He left property on the
north side of Bold Street, in Church Alley, and
on the south side of Brownlow Street, a field in
Wavertree known by the name of the Edge Field,
lately purchased by him from Matthew Gregson,
and also a seat or pew in Trinity Church,
Wavertree.
Charles Eyes had eleven children, viz.: 2
(1) Edward (born 3ist January 1784).
(2) Charles (born 6th March 1786).
(3) Henry (born loth June 1788).
(4) James (born i7th October 1794).
(5) William (born ipth July 1799).
1. Mary (born 7th April 1790).
2. Martha (born i6th August 1792).
3. Jane (born igth September 1796).
4. Ann (born 8th October 1797).
5. Sarah (born 2nd August 1800).
6. Elizabeth (born i4th September 1801).
Of the daughters, Jane married Mr. Harris and
died 4th December 1846 ; Ann married Dr. Davidson ; and Sarah married Henry Wilson and died
18th June 1852. Their son Henry Talbot Wilson
resides in Rome. Martha Eyes the widow died on
27th September 1817 at Everton, aged fifty-four.
The eldest son, EDWARD EYES, succeeded to
his father's business of surveyor and architect in
Bold Street. He had been apprenticed to his
father for seven years from June 1799, and when
he applied for his freedom, he produced a certificate,
signed by Edward Blackstock, the acting executor,
that he had finished his apprenticeship, after the
death of his father, with Blackstock, who was
himself a freeman. The Freemens' Committee
1 Witnesses: Thos. Renwick, M.D., Henry Wilckens, Lawce.
Tyrer.
2 Names and dates ex Family Bible penes Rev. G. F. Eyes, M.A.,
Vicar of St. Philip's, Bolton (see p. 160).
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at first reported the applicant " not entitled,"
but afterwards took the matter into further consideration, and eventually granted the freedom in
October 1812.
Edward Eyes carried on the family business in
Liverpool for a great number of years. A most important piece of work done by him has already been
printed in the Transactions of the Historic Society,
namely, his " Littoral Survey of the Strand of the
Mersey." 1 This valuable survey, abounding in
topographical information as to both sides of the
river, was undertaken in 1828 for the Duchy of
Lancaster. In 1839 ^ was repeated by Edward
Eyes on behalf of the Corporation, at the suggestion of Mr. George Wilkin of the firm of John
and George Wilkin, civil engineers, who had been
employed by the Board of Trade to inquire into
the best methods of preserving the navigation of the
Mersey. 2 The Mersey Conservancy Act followed.
About the year 1851 Edward Eyes left Liverpool and went to reside at Hough House, Nantwich, where he died. He is said to have been
buried at Wavertree. He, in his turn, had been
joined in his business by his son, EDWARD EYES,
jun. (admitted a freeman 29th July 1835). The
son seems to have retired to Nantwich shortly after
his father's death, and died and was buried there
about 1860. It is worth noting that he was one
of the original members of the Historic Society
in 1848.
Two more generations of " Edwards" followed,
but the family business in Liverpool had passed
away into other hands, and it is not necessary for
the purposes of this paper to pursue their later
history.
1 App. I., No. 35.
2 Baines, Liverpool, p. 660, and " Report relating to Mersey Conservancy," Pad. Papers, 1840, v. 145.
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CHARLES EYES, second son of Charles Eyes, sen.,
did not go into the family business. He was apprenticed to Messrs. Thomas and William Earle and
John Leathom, merchants, for seven years from July
1800, upon the expiration of which he applied for
his freedom, which was granted on the i4th April
iSoS. 1 He became a partner in the firm of Eyes,
Miller and Wylie (afterwards Eyes, Wylie and
Cooke), merchants, of Rumford Street, Liverpool,
and was one of the leading citizens of the time.
According to Picton, in 1829 he purchased from
Mr. Seacome Ellison a field in Everton called the
Mere Hay, and laid it out for detached villas under
the name of Springfield and Landsdowne Place. 2
Charles Eyes, jun., married Lucinda Ann Robinson at St. Peter's Church, Liverpool, on 26th December 1815. He seems to have been something
of an artist. In one of the rooms at the Public
Library hangs a large oil painting by " C. Eyes "
of " Liverpool from Tranmere Pool in 1810." What
was no doubt a preliminary sketch for this was exhibited in the Historical Exhibition of 1907 (Print
Section, No. 319) by Messrs. Phillip Son & Nephew.
There are also other sketches, apparently by him,
at the Public Library.
He died at Everton on the I4th March 1833,
aged forty-six. His wife survived him for many
years and died on the 5th February 1870, aged
eighty-five.
Both were buried in St. James's
Cemetery, Liverpool. They had five sons and
one daughter as follows : 3
(1) Charles James, b. i6th July 1819, died unmarried in Australia.
(2) George Armitage, b. i4th September 1820,
died unmarried at Southport a few years ago.
1 Apprentices' and Freemen's Registers.
* Memorials (1873), ii. 436.
' Communicated by the Rev. G. F. Eyes.
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(3) William Henry, b. 23rd October 1821, married
29th June 1847 Ellianor , and died a few
years ago in New Zealand, leaving several
children, including a daughter, Lucinda
Ellianor, who married, on 3<Dth March
1867, at Blenheim, New Zealand, Hugh,
son of Nicholas Duckworth of Mossley
Hill, Liverpool (see below).
(4) Alexander Miller, b. i8th April 1823, and died
at Calcutta igth July 1844.
(5) Frederick Robinson, b. 2Oth March and baptized at St. Peter's Church, Liverpool, 26th
December 1825; married 6th June 1852,
Martha Weston, and died i8th January
1867. They had several children, including the Rev. George Frederick Eyes (b.
3rd January 1862), M.A., Durham, now
Vicar of St. Philip's, Bolton, and two
daughters, Lucinda Ann, and Mary Ellen,
the wife of A. H. Hay ward, Esq., solicitor,
of Leigh, Lanes.
i. Lucinda Ann, only daughter of C. Eyes, jun.,
b. 15th December 1817 (baptized i5th
January 1818 at Trinity Church, and christened 28th December 1818 at St. Peter's,
Liverpool).1 She was married on ist January
1839 at St. George's Church, Everton, by the
Rev. Charles Lucas Reay (her cousin), Vicar
of Swanburn, to Nicholas Duckworth of
Mossley Hill, Liverpool. They had numerous
issue, including Nicholas (deceased), Hugh
(deceased), Walter (deceased), Joseph Battersby (of The Heys, Eastham), Charles
Eyes (deceased), and James Alexander.
1 This double baptism is so recorded in the family Bible penes
Rev. G. F. Eyes. The name of the church, though not the place, is
given for the first, otherwise it might have been a private followed by
a public christening, a not uncommon thing, though apparently not
sanctioned by the Rubric. The baptism was not at Trinity Church,
Wavertree.

APPENDIX I
LIST OF SOME MAPS, PLANS, AND SURVEYS BY
MEMBERS OF THE EYES FAMILY

PRELIMINARY NOTE
As the Eyes practised as surveyors and architects in Liverpool
for more than 125 years, this list is obviously far from complete.
There must be numerous private surveys and plans, and a large
number of Corporation ones not included, but all the better
known work and some hitherto unrecorded plans will be found
in this list, which is intended for handy reference. Further
details are sometimes to be found in the text.
No.

Date.

Description.

I

1725

Plan of Liverpool in
the year 1725

(?) John Eyes

See remarks in text.

2

1729

A Particular Allotment [of the Commons of Everton]

John Eyes

Printed in Syers"
Everton, pp. 4004°3-

3

1733

(a) A Plan of Liver- John Eyes
pool Town Field,
called Breckshute,
as it lay before the
division was made
amongst the several
landowners in Oct.
1733
(&) A Plan of Liver- John Eyes
pool Town Field,
called Breck Shoot,

Copy at Athenaeum
Library and in
Public Library ;
also in Surveyor's
Department, Liver-

Author.

Remarks.

pool Corporation.

Copy at Athenseum
Library.

as intended to be

divided amongst
the several owners,
Oct. 8, 1733

4

1738

A Description of the Saml. Fearon
Sea Coast from
and John
Blackcombin CumEyes
berland to the Point
of Linus in Anglesea [with 4 charts]

Large folio, printed
by A.
Sadler,
Liverpool, 1738 (in
Public
Library,
Liverpool).
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No.

Date.

Description.

5

174058

A Plan of the River
Calder from Wakefield to Eland
and thence ... to
Sowerby Bridge

John Eyes

Thos. Bowen, Sculp.,
Clerkenwell, 1758.
(Copy in Manchester Free Library.) See No. 1 1.

6

1742

Plan of the Docks
and Piers at Liverpool

John Eyes

MS. plan penes John
Rankin, Esq.

7

175°1803

Various Plans of
Liverpool
Potworks

John and Chas.
Eyes

Large volume at
Public Museum.
See text.

8

1753

Part of Liverpool,
plann'd
March
1753

John Eyes

MS. Binns Coll.

9

1755

Survey of the Sankey
Navigation

John Eyes

Not seen. See text.

10

1755

Survey for the Trent
and Mersey Navigation

John Eyes and
Taylor

Not seen ; mentioned
Pictorial Liverpool,
p. 73, and Baines'
Gazetteer, p. 124.

II

1758

A Plan of that part
of the River Calder
between Sowerby
Bridge and Halifax

John Eyes

J.

12

1759

Survey of the coast
of the Mersey and
the fishguards

John Eyes

Not seen, but probably among the
Corporation
papers. See text.

13

I76l

Plan of the Glasshouses nigh Tyth
Barn Street

John Eyes

MS. in "Plans of
Liverpool Pot
Works " at Public
Museum.

'4

1765

The Town and Lordship [sic] of Liverpool, showing their
Boundaries . . .
with the several
fields and closes
of land held by
lease under the
Corporation, with
leasehold tenants'
names . . . &c.

John Eyes

Large MS. Plan on
vellum, partly in
colour, Surveyor's
Department, Liverpool Corporation.

Remarks.

Author.

Evans, Sculp.,
Liverpool. (Copy
in Manchester Free
Library.) See
No. 5.
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Remarks.

No.

Date.

IS

1765

Plan of Liverpool

John Eyes

Engraver, T. Kitchin.
Reprinted 1865.

16

I76S

W. Lightbody's Estate, Wavertree

John Eyes

MS. (?) in portfolio,
Surveyor's Department, Liverpool
Corporation.

«7

1766

Plan of the Land of John Eyes
Jas. Hall in Much
Woolton Township

MS. in Gregson Memorial Institute,
Liverpool.

18

1767

A Plan of the Several John Eyes
closes of Land, &c.,
belonging to the
Corporation
of
Liverpool,
with
the leasehold tenants' names and
the Several Quantities.
Surveyed
in 1765. Planned,
Feb. 1767

Small lithograph on
roller.
Present
owner unknown.

'9

1768

Plan of the Town of John Eyes
Liverpool, with the
Docks,
Streets,
Lanes, and Alleys,
laid down to 2gth
Sep. 1768

Engraver,
chin.

20

1768

Plan of the Towns
End Mill Brow
and Corporation
Waste adjoining

John Eyes

MS. in " Plans of
the Liverpool Pot
Works,"
Public
Museum.

21

1771

Survey and map of John Eyes
Mr.Tarleton's property [at Otterspool and elsewhere]

MS., said to be in
Public
Offices,
Garston.
( Vide
vol. 3tx., Hist. Sac,,
p. 162.)

22

1771

Survey of the Township of Allerton
[with names of
owners and fields,
acreage, and common lands]

[?John] Eyes

T. Kit-

Large MS. plan in
Public
Library.
See The Manor of
Allerton, by R.
Stewart-Brown.
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No.

Date.

Description.

Author.

Remarks.

23

1771

A Plan of the Several
Fields . . . lying
in Liverpool Town
Field, the inheritance of Ralph
Williamson, Esq. ;
and also his tenement in the said
Field, held by lease
under the Corporation of Liverpool

John and Chas.
Eyes

Mounted tracing in
portfolio at Surveyor's Office.

24

1771

APlanoftheWavertree
Common,
Wavertree Moss,
&c., as allotted and
divided among the
several Copyholders by the Commissioners in the
year 1 769, and
planned by John
Eyes

John Eyes

Original (and copy)
Wavertree
Enclosure
Award,
with 'plan, in the
Wavertree Chest
in Leasing Department, Town
Clerk's Office.

Charles Eyes

Water-colour drawing, Binns Coll.
x. 83.

[? Chas. Eyes]

Tracing in " Plans
of Liverpool Pot
Works,"
Public
Museum. See also
reproduction in the
paper on "The
Tower " in vol.
xxv., N.s., Trans.

25

(?)i77i A South View of the
Parish Poor House
at Liverpool, finished in the year
1771

26

'774

A Plan of the Tower
or Prison ... at
the bottom of
Water Street.
Planned for Sale,
Sept. 1774

Hist. Soc.
27

1785

Plan of the Town
and Township of
Liverpool from an
actual survey

Chas. Eyes

Engraver, T. Conder.
Reproduced with
Lewis' reprint of
Gore's Directory,
1790.

28

1785

Plans for carrying off
the water from the
streets of Liverpool

Chas. Eyes

Not seen. Ordered
by Corporation to

be made.
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No.

Date.

Description.

Author.

Remarks.

29

1786

Plan of properties
in Castle Street,
Derby Square, and
Castle Ditch

[?Chas. Eyes]

Tracing of original
(made by Ed. Eyes
in 1857) in "Plans
of Liverpool Pot
Works,"
Public
Museum.

3°

1790

Map of Everton from
a draft taken in
1790, with plan of
the Common taken
from an ancient
drawing in the
Town Chest

t? Chas.] Eyes

The description taken
from a bookseller's
list and not verified. No doubt
the map in Syers'
Everton, which,
however, bears no
name.

3»

1796

Plan of the Town
and Township of
Liverpool from an
actual survey

Chas. Eyes

No original issue
seen.
Reprinted
A. Bowker, circa
1877-

32

1799

Plan and Elevation
of Mr. Wm. Lolley's buildings in
John St., formerly
the Liverpool Library and Academy
for Paintings

Chas. Eyes

MS. in "Plans of
Liverpool
Pot
Works " at Public
Museum.

33 c.l 800 Relative Distances of Chas. Eyes

Large folio sheet
printed by J. Schofield, Princes Street
(copy penes me).

several parts of
Liverpool . . . from
the most Public
Places

34

1802

Plan of the Goree
Warehouses and
vicinity

[? Chas. Eyes]

MS. plan at Athenseum Library.

35

1828

Littoral Survey of
the Strand of the
Mersey

Ed. Eyes

Text printed in vol.
xxii., Tram. Hist.
Soc., p. 171.

36

1840

The Tithe Map of
the Township of
Allerton

Ed. Eyes, jr.

In

37

1856

A Plan of Warbreck
Moor

Eyes

Produced in litigation, 23rd March
1910, Martin v.
Corporation
of
Liverpool,

the vestry at
Childwall Church.
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APPENDIX II
PARTICULARS OF CERTAIN CORPORATION PROPERTY,
AND INSTRUCTIONS, FURNISHED BY THE TOWN
CLERK IN 1765 TO JOHN EYES WITH REFERENCE
TO HIS SURVEY OF THAT DATE

(Holt and Gregson MSS., vol. xxiv. pp. 299-321.)
A PARTICULAR 1 of some Out Lands or Scattered Parcels of
Land Houses and other premises belonging to the Corporation
of Liverpoole [Surveyed 1765 by Mr. Eyes]. 2
i st. The new Exchange and the Scite thereof.
and. The Talbot Inn in Water Street.

The Tower or Prison held by lease by the Corporation from
Richard Clayton Esq. for 99 years; and the house late in
possession of Linnaker; 3 and the cellar or Leather Hall.4
3rd. The new Key exchanged with Sir Cleve More for the
Shambles in High Street. 5
1 The properties mentioned are all coloured in red on Eyes' MS.
map of 1765 (No. 14 in App. I.). The notes are in no sense intended
to be exhaustive. In most cases the lessees referred to are old ones,
and their names may often be found in Mr. Peet's Liverpool in the
Reign of Queen Anne (referred to as " Peet"). The contemporary
names can generally be found in Gore's Directory for 1766. Further
information on several points may be found in the topographical
chapters of Brooke's History of Liverpool (1785-1800), in Picton's
Municipal Records (referred to as "P.R."), and in Mr. Irvine's edition
of the Moore Rental.
* Added in M. Gregson's writing.
8 Robert Linnaker's house was specially included in the Clayton
Lease ; P.R. ii. 134, and see the paper on the Tower in vol. xxv., N.S.,
Trans. Hist. Soe. (Brownell's House).
* 1745, Nov. 6th. "Ordered that the Leather Hall at the Tower
be fitted up as a Guardroom for the soldiers." P.R. ii. 108. There
was another Leather Hall at the Castle. P.R. ii. 55.
5 As the Shambles in High Street are subsequently scheduled
(No. n) it is not clear what is meant. The new Key seems to have
been land reclaimed from the river by Sir Cleave Moore with the
consent of the Corporation, and is so marked on Eyes' MS. " Plan
of Part of Liverpool 1753." I have found no record of this exchange.
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4th. The Old Church Alley and the houses on the West side
thereof; the several buildings on the North side thereof to the
Gate and on the East side thereof up to FurnivalFs Land, now
Mr. John Parr's; and the addition to the old Church yard.1
$th. Two Closes of Land called Swine or Hogshey in lease
to William Goodwin Esquire, North Shore, with Salton's Rocks
before them to be preserved, Quantity one acre and one rood or
thereabouts.2
Four Town's Comons, viz.:
6th. The Milehouse Lane or Common stile Lane, at the North
end of which was formerly a Barn or Building called Mile house,3
in lease to Richard Gildart, over which is an ancient foot road
for Market people. Hogshey Common containing One acre and
The Godscroft containing half an Acre. The Maiden's Green
north of the Pinfold in lease to Richard Gildart Esquire.
7th. Four Lands in the Town field in lease to Richard
Jones; three of them are inclosed lying in the higher heavy
Lands next to Mrs. Clayton's, one in the lower heavy Lands
next to Mr. Thomas Moss's on the North.
8th. The Town claim a small piece of Waste land at the West
or north west end of Maiden's Green taken in by Mr. Houghton.
An exchange with Mr. Edd- Tarleton.
gth. Four lands late in lease to Peter Dodgson 4 and now in
possession of Vizt. [blank]. One Land in the higher heavy
Lands. One Land in the lower heavy Lands. One Land in
An exchange with Sir Cleave Moore of land in Juggler Street (High
Street) seems to have taken place in 1698-1707, and may have included the new Key. P.R. An exchange of the new Key by Sir
Edward Moore is suggested by Mr. Irvine, Liverpool in King Charles
II.'s Time, p. 18, note. Among the property sold in 1724 by Sir
Cleave Moore and his mortgagees to Lord Derby were " 12 yards of
ground lying on the New Kay." See The King's Mills of Ancient
Liverpool, vol. xii., N.S., Trans. Hist. Soc., p. 51.
1 The old churchyard and other land thereabouts were leased to
the Parish and others in 1752. P.R. ii. 138. William Furnivall owned
land off Water Street in 1705. Peet, 55. There is a plan of Furnival's
Fields, 1764 (afterwards Mrs. Lydia Gildart's) in Plans of the Liverpool Pot Works. John Parr, draper ; Gore, 1766.
2 In 1768 Alderman Goodwin and the Corporation had agreed to
sell these fields to the Crown for a fort, but difficulties arose as to the
price, and the scheme fell through. P.R. ii. 151, 181.
3 This helps to explain the nature of the Milehouse, which was
uncertain. See Peet, 109. Its position is marked on Eyes' MS. plan
of 1765 (No. 14, App. I.). In 1777 the Corporation bought Gildart's
reversion in Milehouse Lane and Maiden's Green for new roads.
P.R. ii. 256. There is much about these Commons in Peet, where
" Godscroft" appears as "Todscroft."
1 Peter Dodgson was an overseer, and held these lands in 1705-8.
Peet.
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the Stutts. One half land near the South side of the white earth
hedge. Another half land in the sea shoot.
icth. Two Lands in Pickacre next to the late Edward Crane's
Land (under Lord Derby) and the little Croft at the north end
now in lease to Ralph or John Seacombe.
nth. In High Street.
The butcher's shambles, consisting of three rows with a
messuage at the south west end in lease to Edward Eastham,1
and Shops on the south side westward to the Passage which
leads in Water Street through the Wool Pack, and Shops on the
north side westward, and liberty of entry into the house in
High Street, lately belonging to Alderman Cleveland deceased,2
and liberty of entry into the house late belonging to [blank]
. . . and liberty of a Gateway into the backside of that house,
which entry Gates and Shops are in lease to John Plumb
Esquire, and liberty of stopping up the opening into the Wool
Pack if ad pr' annm- is not paid by Mr. Moss for the same.3
Also a small Messuage or Shop and building at the North west
Corner purchased by the Corporation from Heirs of Blevin and
Robert Johnson and others, with liberty of passage through
Pemberton's Alley to Chappel Street and through Clayton's Alley
into Water Street.*
i ath. A Messuage or Dwelling house and premises in possession
of Mr. Robert Cheshire, Druggist, formerly the old Town Hall.6
13th. Tythe Barn Street.
A new house fronting Tythe Barn street with slaughter houses
and buildings in the passage to George's street. And two
Messuages or Tenements in George's street, one in lease to John
Bird and the other to John Jackson. N.B. there was an exchange
of land between the Corporation and Mr. William Peters to make
a Passage through to High Street, planned by Mr. Eyes.
I4th. Near the flashes.
1 Edward Eastham, grocer and porkman. Gore, 1766.
* This house is mentioned in the will of Alderman Cleveland, 1716.
Peet, 146.
3 1724, June 3rd. " Mr. Thos. Moss petitioning that there may
not be any shops built so near as to hurt his windows or darken the
lights of his house in the Shambles, which was agreed to on the granting the liberty of a passage thro' the Woolpack into Water St."
P.R. ii. 43. The Corporation bought out Mr. Moss in 1782. P.R. ii.
358. The opening into the Woolpack, &c., is shown in a " Ground
Plan of the premises in the vicinity of the Exchange previous to 1786,"
at the Athenaeum Library.
4 These openings are shown in the plan mentioned in the last note
and in Eyes' maps, 1725 and 1765 ; and see Brooke's History of
Li-verpoel, I19, 386.
6 An order had been made in 1754 for selling and pulling down the
old Exchange. P.R. ii. 160.
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The houses and premises on Patrick's hill in lease to Mr.
Houghton. 1
i5th. A Messuage and Garden 2 in Pinfold lane and fronting
the Flashes.
16th. A Barn beyond the Flashes eleven yards and a half long
and six yards and a half broad, with a Garden 2 fifty one yards an
half long and sixteen yards and an half broad, in lease to William
Seacome.
17th. The Watering Pond called the Flashes.
Dale Street, Ackers 2.
18th. [blank].
19th. A Messuage next James Brooks's Barn containing to
the front six yards and backwards thirty five yards but is only
four yards broad at the lower end, in lease to James Tunstall. 8
2Oth. A Building or Barn and Croft or backside fourteen
yards and a half front and backwards fifty two yards, in lease to
Jas. Brooks.
2ist. A Barn and small dwellinghouse at the west end of the
Barn containing to the front nine yards and backwards forty six
yards.
Mr. Clevelands.
22nd. A Messuage or Tenement and premises in Dale Street
in possession of James Wrigley being the sign of the Golden
Lyon.
23rd. Another Messuage or Tenement in same street with
a large Garden, now built up, and in lease to Henry Hill,
Waggoner.
24th. Several other small houses on the north side of Dale
Street (next to the late Mr. Berey's House) with a large garden
at the back thereof in lease to Robert Birchall, Ship Carpenter,
deceased.
25th. A Messuage and Tenement at the end of Dale Street
and vacant piece of land next the Corporation Almshouse, with
a large brick Pipe and building backwards, and a Warehouse
adjoining the street, late George Walker's now in lease to Mr.
John Lievsley.4
1 The will of Richard Houghton, 1712, mentions "my dwellinghouse lately erected upon Barne Hill, now called St. Patrick's Hill
or Cheapside." Peet, 140.
1 These gardens are shown on Perry's map, 1769, and Eyes', 1765.
See also Brooke, 121.
3 Jas. Brook's barn and Jas. Tunstall's house appear in 1705-8.
Peet, 78.

* In 1748 the Corporation agreed to grant this lease to Lievsley in
consideration of his pulling down the old almshouses at the bottom
of Dale Street. P.R. ii. 45 and 156. There is a plan of Lievsley's
property in Plans of the Liverpool Pot Works.
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26th.1 The Town's Almshouses eastwards of Widow Richmond's.2
27th. A small building formerly part of the Barn in Lease to
John Douse 3 on the north end of the Messuage heretofore called
the Townsend house, on the east side of the way leading to
Kirkdale twelve yards in length and four yards in depth but is
since lett out at one end as endorsed on the Lease for 3 lives and
21 years. (See Order of Council, 3rd August 1720.)
28th. At Dale Street end.
A Small piece containing two roods in Middle Mill dale and a
small close north side Dale street and called the little Meadow,
in lease to John Eccleston for three lives.
2gth. A Messuage and Tenement of Stone and back side
lately built by Henry Darbyshire, Mason, fronting Dale Street,
before the little Meadow.
3oth. Another Messuage and Tenement and small building
and ground or yard unbuilt at East End lately built by ThosCropper, adjourning to the last above mentioned messuage.
31 st. A small piece of Ground on East side of the Towns-end
Mill, now ,made into a Pond or reservoir for fresh water, as
granted to James Shaw, for ninety nine years, paying five Pounds
a year rent for use of Water Works.4
32nd. Four Closes or parcels of Ground, one called Hogshey,
another Sickman's Lane, another Callow Hill, and the other
upper end of middle Mill Dale, in lease to Ellis Brooks for three
lives and twenty one years.
33rd. The Gorsey fields formerly granted to
Seacome
for a long term of years under the yearly reserved rent of six
shillings and eight pence to the Corporation now, lying on the
North side of the lane leading from the Town's end Mill to
Derby Chappel, and an addition lately taken out of the Highway
by Order of Council 6th December One Thousand seven hundred
and thirty two. Qy. any rent.
34th. A Messuage and Barn and Stable and two Crofts containing One rood and a half next to Gorsey fields Eastward.
35th. A Messuage and Barn commonly called Rowell's
house 5 and One rood and a half of Land adjoining.
36th. Two Closes Eastward of the last above mentioned,
1 The numbering ceases at 25 in the MS.
8 Probably the almshouses erected in 1724 next to the old ones by
the executors of James Scarisbrick. See P.R. ii, 63, and Peet, 93.
3 John Dowse. See Peet.
* The lease, with liberty to lay pipes, was granted to James Shaw
in 1732. Alderman Gildart was subsequently associated in the scheme,
which came to nothing. P.R. ii. 123.
6 This explains an illegible entry in the assessment of 1708. Peet,
112. See also vol. xxxiii. Hist. Sac., p. 138.

T
Maps and Plans of Liverpool and District

171

containing One acre in length, in lease to John Roe for three lives
and twenty one years.
37th. One on the south side of the Land leading from the
Town's end Mill to Derby Chappel at the west side of the
Meadow or Close which lies on the East side of the Ground in
lease to John Radcliffe Esquire and runs in the Highway leading
from Dale Street End to Prescot, containing two Acres, within
the liberty's of Liverpool in lease to Elizabeth Seacome, now
wife of Thomas Moss for three lives and twenty one years.
N.B. In this field there is a small piece of it which is Copyhold
land under the Manor of West Derby in quantity about [blank].
38th. A field or Close of land to the eastward of Alderman
Gildart's Waterwork field 1 containing two Acres and a half under
Lowhill, now in lease to the late Mr. Cleveland.
N.B. On the East side of this last field is a parcel of Wast
ground belonging to the Mayor Bailiffs and Burgesses, and lies
within liberty's of Liverpoole, and abutting on and lying open
with some Wast ground lying within West Derby, the late Mr.
Green 2 took upon him to inclose or fence at each end.
39th. A parcel of ground lying on the south side of the lane
leading to Wavertree opposite Mr. Cleveland's premises several
Closes of ground late in lease to John Dowse.
N.B. At the north east corner on the east side of a large
drain intended for the Waterworks stands an ancient Meer Stone
on the extent of the Wast ground between Liverpoole and West
Derby and the Wast along the said Drain for a sufficient passage,
though the late Mr. Green hath inclosed the Meer Stone and
stopped up the Passage.
Mr. Eyes should take great care and be particular and exact
in his Survey wherever the Corporation Estate adjoins that of
any other persons land, and shew the openings granted by the
Corporation to Mr. Cross 3 into his Clayfield by Darbyshire's
house bottom of Dale Street, and along the West side of Frog
Lane to Lord Street, in Stanley Street to Mr. Rainford into his
Garden to Lord Molyneux bottom of Lord Street, upon what was
formerly the Wast, from Cable street, Thomas street, Atherton
Street and King street, and the several wients and alleys and
Opening on the north side the Dock, and also about Redcross
street, James's street to Walmesley's ground, and Mardyke
bottom of Chappel street, &c., with an exact strong and plain
boundary lines between the Corporation ground and these Lord
and other private Landholders.
And you are to note in your Survey that the Corporation of
1 See No. 31. The fields became known as " Waterworths " [sic].
' Isaac Green, Solr-, owner of the manor of West Derby, d. 1749.
3 This was granted in 1749. P.R. ii. 137.
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Liverpoole time out of mind have been possessed of the sea
bank along the Town field, kept an officer thereon called the
Hay ward and the owners of the land adjoining were fined by
the Court of Quarter Sessions if they did not take up their
End Butts.
N.B. Alderman Williamson has a Plan of Townfield as drawn
by Mr. Chadwick,1 he will perhaps lend it you, which shews its
dimensions to the sea bank.
The Corporation of Liverpoole have time immemorially been
possessed of the sea shore within their Lordship down to low
water mark as may be seen by their Grants of the Pitch house
Docks &c., therefore I think these should be pointed out in the
plan, Also the scite of the Old Castle, and the several Workhouse, Almshouses and Charity School, Infirmary, and Seaman's
Hospital, Church and Church yards, which originally belonged
to the Corporation, and also to show where the Old Pool ran up
to, A yard and a House within it abutting upon a passage adjoining to the house and Inheritance of Hugh Langford,2 and a stone
way or passage along the outside Wall to the shore containing in
front to Moor Street sixteen yards and is in depth from that corner
to the wall of the Old Custom house yard twenty six yards.
A small piece or slip of land back [of] Martindale's houses
and smithy in sea bank, leased out to Margaret Tarleton under
a yearly rent to the Corporation of two pence.
There is also the Porch [?] house premises in lease to Mr.
Oldham, should be shown as it interferes or is intermixed with
the Premises of David Kenyon.8
And also Maurice Melling's 4 houses and premises top of Red
Cross street and Preeson's rowe, with liberty to the Well, little
house and Midding stead.
A small piece of ground southwards of the Lane from the sea
shore to Toxteth Park called Thompson's Croft containing about
half an Acre in lease to Daniel Danvers. Qy., if the Mug Work
of Mr. Bird and Company is not built on this land.6
1 Perhaps James Chadwick, the map maker of 1725. For a plan
of Williamson's own property in the Town fields by the Eyes, see
App. I., No. 23.
" He owned property in Moor Street in 1705-8. Peet. On a
plan by R. Lang(i75o) of the foreshore between Chapel Street and
James Street in the possession of Lord Derby (copy at Athenaeum
Library), the house at the bottom and north side of Moor Street is
marked " Hugh Langford's house, formerly Sir Clive Moor's."
3 Oldham, Caldwell & Co., sugar bakers, Redcross Street; David
Kenyon, merchant, Redcross Street. Gore, 1766.
4 Melling & Harrup, merchants, Redcross Street. Gore, 1766.
6 There is a plan of Thompson's Croft at the south boundary, 1772,
in Plans of the Liverpool Pot Works. Daniel Danvers, see Peet, 32.
Bird & Jones, mug warehousemen, Bird Street. Gore, 1766.
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The Ground south of the Salthouse Dock in lease to Messrs.
Barnston Mears and Okill.1
And all the inclosed ground and Wast shore to the Meer
Stone next Toxteth Park.

The boundaries of Liverpoole extend southwards within the
Wall of Toxteth Park on the south side of the Lane leading from
Toxteth Park to the sea shore.
There is a lane to be left next Mr. Goodwin's Park up to a
piece of Wast ground about forty yards square formerly ordered
to be granted to Rufus Marsden to boil Pitch there.

The Town Liberties are as follows, viz.:
From the Water Street End to the Beecon Gutter on the north
side of Liverpoole, thence to the Grove and the Meer Stone in
Mr. Moore's Meadow, thence of Kirkdale Lane to the Meer
Stone there over against the Beacon, thence to a Meer Stone in
Syer's ditch adjoining to the breck, thence through the field
(that is the Town field), thence through several Closes to a Meer
Stone upon Everton Causeway, thence through several fields to
Liverpoole Common, and so after the Common side to the Meer
Stone at Johnson's field end on the East side of the Town, and
so up the gutter or Valley to the Moss Lake to a place called
Hollin Hedge, and thence straight to the Park Wall and through
two Crofts to Booth Mill, and so to the sea side and all along
the sea side over the Pool and thence along the sea side to Water
Street end.
As this is an old description 2 of the Corporation liberties and
Lordship you should in your new Survey note where all the Meer
Stone now stand with their respective dates, &c., and in whose
lands they are, and by what names such lands go by, and it
would be proper for the Sergeant at Mace to go with you.
And further note that our liberty at sea to arrest within the
flood mark is on both sides the River of Mersey as far upwards
as the same flows, with Custom or Toll on either side of the
River, with other usual privileges of the River.
(On the North side of James's street and at the West end to
Moor Street. A Messuage with steps up and a little house
1 John Okill, timber merchant, Park Lane. He and Mears appear
on the maps as owners of property on the river side.
a This description, with slight variations, is entered in the town's
records in 1541 and 1671. P.R. i. 242. It is also printed, with the
later boundaries, in Brooke, 192.
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adjoining above and thro' to Moor Street, and a Shop fronting
that Street, and Gateway into the backyard containing in front in
James Street
yards and in depth backwards to Moor
Street and containing in front to Moor Street to the Land and
inheritance of Mr. Rowe, now in lease to Henry Gamon.
Memd- There is a small Lane which leads to a New Mill
lately built by Benjamin Tyrer J on the North West Corner of
The Grod transferred by Mr. Sweeting to Mr. Norris.
Dale Street.
In lease to Mr. Cleveland. A Barn and small Dwelling-house
at the west end of the Barn, containing to the front 9 yards and
backwds. 176 yards.) 2
Liverpool. Examined this 2;th May 1765 for Mr. Eyes.
F. GILDART,
Town Clk.
[Endorsed. Given to M. Gregson by Chas. Eyes Jun., 1821.]
1 In 1719 Thomas Tyrer was granted land on the highway to Prescot
for a mill. P.R. ii. 162. Benjamin Tyrer in 1740 leased West Derby
Mill from Lord Molyneux (Bennett's King's Mills ofLiverpool, vol. xii.,
N.S., Trans. Hist. Soc., p. 62). There are plates of Tyrer's Mills,
Copperas Hill, in Herdman's Pictorial Relics, 1856 and 1878.
* The paragraphs within round brackets/0//0«> the signature of the
Town Clerk in the MS.

