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THE ANCIENT PARISH OF CROSTON : 
A HISTORICAL RETROSPECT. PART II.

By the Rev. W. G. Procter, B.A., Rector of 
Rufford

Read loth November 1910

I N a. paper I read before this Society two years 
ago I briefly referred to and traced the history 

of the ancient parish of Croston from the time 
of the Norman Conquest to the Restoration of 
Charles the Second.

I now propose to continue the history from that 
period onward. By the kindness and courtesy of 
the Bishop of Whalley, who is Rector of Croston, 
I have been allowed to look through a large number 
of old deeds, books, and papers relating to the 
church and parish. These contain a store of valu 
able and interesting information, and throw con 
siderable light on the history of the parish, and the 
way in which business was conducted in the days 
which succeeded the Restoration.

The country very soon fell in with the changed 
order of things which followed the stern rule of 
Oliver Cromwell, and hailed the return of the 
monarchy with unbounded enthusiasm. But un» 
fortunately the King did not fulfil all the antici 
pations which had been formed of him. His private 
character was a source of sorrowful regret to all 
right-thinking people, and a wave of popular indig 
nation overspread the land. The Court was a wild 
scene of profligacy and vice. " Virtue was a bye-
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word, and religion a subject of ridicule." Charles 
shamefully neglected his public duties, and his pro 
digality landed him in a state of impecuniosity, so 
that he was obliged to resort to all kinds of expedi 
ents in order to meet his obligations, and satisfy 
the claims made upon him by the crowd of fawning 
sycophants and shameless creatures by whom he 
was surrounded. Amongst other things he sold 
was a rentcharge amounting to ^53, 6s. 8d. a year, 
formerly paid to the Convent of Zion, but claimed 
by the King (Henry VIII.) at the dissolution of 
the religious houses, and paid to him (and his 
successors up to the time of Charles II.), who 
caused an Act of Parliament to be passed which 
gave him the power to dispose of it, and to vest 
the right of collecting the same in the purchaser, his 
heirs, and assigns for ever.1 The sum has been 
paid ever since Charles' time, in certain fixed pro 
portions by the Rectors of Croston, Hoole, Chorley, 
Rufford, and Tarlton to the representatives of the 
Hon. Mrs. Dashwood, who was, I presume, the 
person to whom Charles sold it. It has been said 
that Charles I. intended to have restored these rents 
to the Church.

Again, the intolerant and severe laws passed 
against the Puritans produced, as might be 
expected, great discontent and dissatisfaction. 
Although it is quite true these penal laws were 
enacted at the dictation of the people, acting 
through their parliamentary representatives, rather 
than on the personal authority of the King, with 
whom indulgence to the Roman Catholic and Pro-

1 The annual value of these farm rents, as they were subsequently 
called, was estimated at ,£50,000. From these were paid certain 
grants made by earlier monarchs for the maintenance of religion, 
such as the grant for the poor ministers of the Isle of Man, pay 
able out of the rents received from Lancashire, and the grant for 
godly ministers in the diocese of Chester from the same source.  
Calendar of Treasury Books, 1672-75, in Pttblic Record Office, W. A. 
Shaw, L.M.D.
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testant Dissenters was a measure of practical policy 
which, had he been able to carry it into effect, 
would have removed difficulties from his path, and 
converted dangerous opponents into useful friends. 1

Appointed Rector of Croston by Charles I. in the 
first year of his reign, James Hyett, of whose 
antecedents I know very little, retained the post 
for thirty-seven years, years fraught with greater 
consequences to the nation than any other period 
in the history of our country.

Whatever his opinions, political and religious, 
may have been in the early years of his ministry at 
Croston, when the serious disputes arose between 
the King and his Parliament he joined the popular 
side, and in the end became a strong Puritan. He 
soon gained a very considerable influence in the 
county, and took a leading part in the fierce con 
troversies of those exciting times. Strongly imbued 
with the spirit of the age, which was one of in 
tolerance, he was an uncompromising opponent of 
prelacy. At the same time he was, I have every 
reason to believe, a godly man, evidently desirous 
not only to do good in his day and generation, but 
to future generations. He was an educationalist, 
and he showed this in a practical way.

At his own charges, in 1660 he built a free 
school in the churchyard of Croston (I believe it 
was erected on the site of the Becconsall chapel, 
and probably with some of the materials), and he

1 In March 1672 Charles issued a Declaration of Indulgence by 
which Protestant Dissenters were to be allowed to worship freely in 
places appointed for the purpose ; Roman Catholics were to be freed 
from the penalties of the law so long as they contented themselves with 
worshipping in private houses. In 1673 Parliament denounced the 
illegality of the measure by which the law of the land was set aside, 
and in consequence the Declaration of Indulgence, which was most 
unpopular, was withdrawn.

" The Test Act was passed, which excluded from office those who 
refused to abjure the doctrine of Transubstantiation, and a Bill to 
relieve Dissenters which was brought forward never became law."  
Dr. Gardiner,
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was also instrumental in the erection of a similar 
school at Bretherton. In drawing up rules for 
their future government, while giving the trustees 
and their successors power to make additional rules 
if need be, they were not to " annul" any of those 
already made by himself.

Although he must have been well aware of the 
coming changes in Church and State, his desire to 
benefit the future of Croston was stronger than any 
feeling of resentment he may have felt at the 
prospect before him. He was deprived of his 
benefice by the Act of Uniformity, to which he 
could not conform, in 1662, and by his Will, made 
the same year, he left a sum of money as an en 
dowment to the school, which had only just been 
completed when he was obliged to leave it in other 
hands. 1

Mr. Hyett's successor, the Rev. J. Pilkington, 
was a member of a very old Lancashire family, 2 
many members of which have served their country 
in Church and State. He was descended from a 
Nicholas Pilkington, who lived in Manchester 
1389 to 1431, and was possessed of land in Sal- 
ford. Nicholas Pilkington had a grandson living in 
Salford 1533 (Duchy Pleadings, 25 Henry VIII.). 
He had a son, Robert Pilkington, and a grandson,

1 When Mr. Hyett was deprived of his living he retired to Preston, 
where he died shortly afterwards. It was his wish to be buried at 
Croston, and Henry Newcomb, in his diary, has the following note : 

"We went about ten o'clock to see Mr. Pilkington, the Vicar (of 
Croston). After I saw ye Schoole wch Mr. Hyett had founded. 
Having seen his Will Mrs. Hyett desired mee to direct her in ye 
choice of Bookes, for by Will ye Library is to goe to W. Edmondson 
and his son, save only his wife may take what she pleased for her own 
use. I desired to deale uprightly in ye busynes ... no booke, though 
English, yt above her capacity that I meddled with. . . .

" Mr. Pilkington not only gave permission for the funeral, but 
waved his right to officiate. He was buried without ceremonie or 
Booke by his friend Mr. Walsh, who stayed with us all night, and Mr. 
Pilkington and Mr. Brown supt with us and sate till 9 o'clock."

3 See Peerage and Pedigree, by J, Horace Round, M.A., for a note 
on the origin of the Pilkington Crest.
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William Pilkington, who was possessed of con 
siderable property in Wigan. His will was proved 
at Chester 1615. William Pilkington had a son, 
William, who was Mayor of Wigan in 1637. He 
compounded for his estate in 1644, was made a 
freeman of Liverpool, and died in 1688. His son 
James was born in Wigan in 1636, and educated at 
Sedburgh and St. John's College, Cambridge, where 
he took the degree of B.D. He was appointed 
Rector of Croston, by whom is not quite clear, 1 and 
was instituted and inducted October 28, 1662.

Although party spirit was very bitter in some

1 With respect to the patronage of the rectory of Croston and the 
succession of the respective rectors from the time of the Restoration, 
there are several conflicting accounts which are very difficult to 
reconcile.

The list I gave in my previous papers on Croston was kindly supplied 
to me by the favour of the learned editor of the Lancashire volumes 
of the Victoria History of England, who I believe obtained his infor 
mation from the Diocesan Registry of Chester and other reliable 
sources. But a list given in the latest edition of Baines' Lancashire 
differs considerably in some important respects. It would appear that 
the patronage passed at the dissolution of the religious houses to 
the Crown, and from the Crown to Sir Antony Brown of Southwold, 
in the county of Essex, one of Queen Elizabeth's justices, who I 
believe married the heiress of the Becconsall family. This is con 
firmed by a deed, now in the possession of Mr. Hesketh of Rufford 
Hall, dated July 8, 1559, which states that Sir Thomas Hesketh of 
Rufford purchased from Antony Brown the manor of Becconsall . . . 
and a chapel standing in the churchyard of Croston adjoining to the 
parish church, and called "the Becconsall chapel."

This proves that Antony Brown had a direct interest in Croston 
Church, such as the right of patronage would give him; indeed he did 
exercise that right on three different occasions, viz. in 1557, in 1594, 
and in 1607.

In 1661 a grant of the advowson was made (by the Crown?) to the 
Bishop of Chester, Dr. Bryan Walker, and his successors, but this 
grant does not appear to have ever been confirmed, for in the follow 
ing year, according to one authority, the King appointed the Rev. 
James Pilkington ; according to another the patrons were the Motons 
of Knightsbridge, of whose antecedents and legal rights I have no 
knowledge. According to a third authority, Dr. Edward Leyfield, 
Archdeacon of Essex, was Mr. Pilkington's patron. But his right to 
the appointment was disputed. A Mr. Kay was presented by the 
King, and it is said was instituted to the benefice by the Archbishop 
of York, Januarya663. This Mr. Kay subsequently brought an action 
to dispossess Mr. Pilkington, but it came to nothing, and he was left 
in peaceable possession of the living until his death in 1683.



4O The Ancient Parish of Croston

parts of the country, there is no direct evidence 
to show that anything save peace and goodwill 
prevailed in the parish of Croston. The people 
seem to have accepted and trusted their new rector, 
who was a wise, conciliatory, and tactful man. From 
the very beginning of his residence at Croston he 
showed a kindly consideration for the feelings of 
others, and in this way gained their confidence and 
respect.

The parish was divided, for the purposes of ad 
ministration, into four sections. To each of these 
sections a churchwarden and two sidesmen were 
appointed at the annual Easter vestry meeting, 
which was invariably presided over by the rector, 
who signed the minute-book and the accounts, along 
with the chief parishioners who were present at the 
meeting. A church "lay" (rate) was levied, and 
each of the four divisions had to contribute its 
proportionate share. 1

The restoration of the Prayer Book Service 
naturally called for some alterations in the arrange 
ments of the church, and I find in the church 
wardens' accounts several items which prove this to 
be the case ; for instance, the following: 

Spent when bargaining with Henry Jackson
about a Communion Table . . . oo oo 06

When the Communion Table was completed, the 
men who carried it to the church and put it in its 
place received the gratuity of one shilling.

Henry Jackson, who made the Communion 
Table, was subsequently employed to make and 
fix a " settle," and he received 8s. 6d. in part pay-

1 How long this arrangement had been made it is impossible to say; 
probably it dates from pre-Reformation times.

The divisions were made up as follows : I. Croston and Rufford ; 
2. Mawdesley, Bispham, and Hesketh-cum-Becconsall; 3. Bretherton 
and Ulnes Walton ; 4. Tarleton.

Chorley, though in the parish, was for some reason not included.
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ment for the same. The position of the pulpit was 
altered and a font provided.

The churchwardens spent sixpence when they 
went to bargain with Charles Boothe "to make 
a bell-wheel and bargained not." They subse 
quently went to William Maudesley and bargained 
with him to do the work. It must have taken some 
time to come to terms, for they spent eighteenpence 
in refreshments on the occasion, and when the job 
was finished another is. 6d. was spent. The 
sum of twenty shillings was voted towards the cost 
of repairing the roof of the Rufford and Becconsall 
chancels. Each time the churchwardens attended 
Holy Communion in their official capacity they 
received the sum of sixpence.

The following are also interesting items of ex 
penditure at this time : 

Paid Thomas Mirrcroft towards the redemption of John 
Williamson, a poor captive in Algeria, oo. 02. 06 ; and 
a like amount was given to Thomas Dobson for 
releasing his father from the Turks.

A stone stile was substituted for the gate on the 
north side of the church.

The following entries are rather curious : 

Paid for 42 old magpies and 36 young ones, with
a foxes head, the sum of . . . . oo 07 01

Spent with ye parson when we viewed ye
property of ye Church . . . . oo 02 06

In 1663 a William Dandy left .£50, * the interest 
of which was to be expended in the purchase 
of clothes for poor people to be distributed at 
Michaelmas in each year for ever. Subsequently 
a fund called the " Poor Stock " was founded, the 
original object of which was the binding out as

1 A rentcharge was purchased with this sum.
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apprentices poor children of Croston, as the follow 
ing extract from the poorbook shows : 

Paid to James Scott for Bynding Barthole'm
Smith apprentice . . . 03 oo oo

Paid for a hatt and stockings . 
Paid for a pair of gloves . 
Paid for a pair of drawers 
Paid for a waistcoat and buttons

oo 03 06 
oo 02 06 
oo 03 06 
oo 07 06

Spent at Blackburn by Robert Pennington and 
Thomas Smith when they went to serve 
Hugh Shorrock's warrant and att other 
meetings. . . . . . . oo 04 oo

Paid to John Bury for clothes for sayd Boy and 
is. 2d. cost of a chest, shoes, stockings, 
and a cravat . . . . . . 02 08 oo l

It was agreed at a full meeting of the parishioners 
that a " lay " of three pounds for covering the bottom 
of the weathercock poles with lead and for the other 
lead if there be any occasion shall be levied, and 
that the south and west sides of the steeple shall be 
pointed.

From time to time the Croston people were 
reminded of what was going on in the country 
at large. For instance, the news of the victory of 
William of Orange at the Battle of the Boyne was 
announced by the ringing of the church bells, also 
when the King returned from Ireland after con 
cluding the Treaty of Limerick. The capture of 
Namur in Flanders on the 2gth May, the 5th 
November, the King's Coronation Day, and the 
Queen's Birthday, were all observed. The ringers 
were liberally paid, and had plenty of " allowance " 
besides ; in fact they received more for their services 
on each of these occasions than they did for ringing 
the bells on every Sunday in the year. This I have 
little doubt was done by orders from headquarters, 
in order to popularise the King, for he was not

1 Dandy's charity was amalgamated with the Poor Stock, and a 
distribution of clothing commenced from 1690.
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a favourite, and there were people in Croston, as 
elsewhere, who were Jacobites at heart.

In 1681 the Rector purchased the advowson in 
the names of William Pilkington, Esquire, and 
J. Hadock, but the bestowal of the patronage un 
fortunately led to litigation, for on Mr. Pilkington's 
death in 1683 the Rev. Dr. Leyfield, his brother- 
in-law, was appointed and instituted May 25, 1683. 
The right of appointment was, however, challenged 
by a Mr. Chaddock, who charged Dr. Leyfield with 
being guilty of simony, and Edward Townley was 
presented by the King and instituted by the Bishop 
of Chester, July 1683. Counsel's opinion was, how 
ever, taken as to the validity of this action, with the 
result that Dr. Leyfield retained the benefice until 
1688, when he resigned on his appointment to the 
living of Chilbolton, and a prebendary stall in 
Winchester Cathedral.

It is interesting to notice that the potato, on the 
cultivation of which the Lancashire farmers depend 
so much, was brought from Virginia, in America, 
by the famous but ill-fated Sir Walter Raleigh, and 
planted by him in his garden at Youghal, in Ire 
land. Although its cultivation was at first limited, 
it flourished, and some of the tubers were brought 
from Ireland in a ship which was wrecked on the 
Lancashire coast near Hesketh Bank, and were 
the first potatoes planted in English soil.

The Rector of Croston, the Rev. Charles Ley- 
field, D.D., claimed tithe in kind, which was the 
custom at that time, from the crops grown in the 
parish, which then included Rufford and Tarleton, 
Bretherton and Hesketh-cum-Becconsall, Mawdes- 
ley and Bispham, and Chorley. This claim was 
resisted by the farmers, whereupon the Rector took 
legal proceedings against the following : Thomas 
Ayscough, Thomas and Peter Latham, Thomas 
Cockham, Thomas Hodson, John Rutter, John and
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Edward Moore, Thomas Miller, Thomas Christo 
pher, Henry Yate, Edward Disley, and William 
Forshaw, in order to establish his right. The case 
was brought before the High Court in the 36th 
year of Charles II. (1685), with the result that 
Dr. Leyfield won his case, and the decree of the 
Court is now amongst the old documents preserved 
at Croston Rectory.

Dr. Leyfield took this course in order to enforce 
his legal rights, and not in any spirit of aggressive 
greed, for he was a most open-handed and generous 
man. After leaving Croston he kept up his interest 
in his old parish, and by his Will he bequeathed a 
quarter of his estate to charity, to be distributed, 
pro rata, in the various parishes in which he was 
specially interested, Croston being one of them. 
The share due to Croston was ,£347, 6s. iod., which 
sum, along with other amounts, was invested in 
the purchase of an estate in Ulnes Walton. The 
charity is administered under a scheme sanctioned 
by the Charity Commissioners.

In the year 1688 the Rev. John Lowe was pre 
sented to the rectory of Croston by William Pil- 
kington, Esquire, and Dr. Leyfield, joint patrons, 
and was instituted on the 2nd July of that year, but 
he retired almost immediately in favour of the 
Rev. John Riley, who had previously been curate 
of the parish. Mr. Riley died the same year. 
Dr. Robert Pickering, the son of an ejected 
Curate of Rochdale, was the next rector. He 
also held the living of Eccleston, to which he was 
appointed in 1671. He was preferred to Croston 
on the nomination of Dr. Leyfield and William 
Hadock (presumedly the Pilkington Trustees).

He was, however, deprived of his living for 
simony, and the Rev. Zach. Taylor, Curate of 
Wigan and a King's Chaplain, was appointed by 
the Crown, and duly instituted on December 10,
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1695. He held the living until 1697, when he 
resigned.

But, strange to say, there is not a vestige of proof 
that Mr. Taylor ever acted officially as Rector of 
Croston on the contrary. In the book containing 
the minutes of the various vestry meetings, to 
gether with the churchwardens' annual statement of 
accounts, it is very clearly shown that Dr. Pickering 
signed both the minutes and the accounts every year, 
without exception, from the day of his appointment 
in 1689 to the time of his death in 1703, and he in 
variably added " Rector of Croston " to his signature. 
When he died the churchwardens had a meeting 
to consider " what was to be done about Parson 
Pickering's death," and over these deliberations 
they spent eighteenpence on refreshments, but the 
book is silent as to the conclusion to which they 
came. I am unable to explain this strange contra 
diction, for there is no record at Chester of Dr. 
Pickering being instituted a second time.

In 1693 Henry Croston gave three cottages built 
on land adjoining his own house, with three small 
gardens for three poor men or women to dwell in 
and enjoy. He also made provision by way of 
rentcharge upon his property (£j, IDS. a year) by 
which these cottages were to be kept in repair; the 
inmates were to be of " good name and fame," and 
of the age of fifty years. The charity was placed 
under trustees, who were to meet on the nth 
November in each year, unless that day be a Sunday, 
in which case the meeting must be on the 12th. At 
each meeting they were at liberty to spend 33. out 
of the yearly rent on refreshments for themselves. 
They were to buy 13^ yards of brown cloth, at the 
price of 2s. a yard or thereabouts, and divide the 
same into three shares, and give one share to each 
of the inmates, and cause the same cloth to be made 
into cloaks or coats, the cost to be paid out of the
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rentcharge, and the inmates were to bear on the 
right arm of these coats or gowns the letters H. C. 
made of brown cloth.

In 1797 Henry Wilson, surgeon, one of the 
trustees, left £20, the interest of which was to be 
given yearly to the oldest person in years that 
should be in the three houses.

The Rev. Dr. William Pilkington, 1 the son of a 
former Rector, succeeded Dr. Pickering as rector in 
1703, and he appears to have been a most diligent 
parish priest.

On July 2, 1708, a parish meeting was held to 
consider the bad state of the roof of the church, 
and it was decided to levy an extra " lay" over 
and above the one laid at Easter of that year, and 
amongst those present at this meeting and signing 
the minutes were: the Rector, George Norris, 2 
James Becconsall of Becconsall, William Bannestre 
of Bank, Richard Durning, William Bamford, John 
Tunstal, William Waring, William Fisher, and John 
Thornton, all of them leading parishioners.

A month after this meeting another was held, 
when it was agreed that " the arch that leads into 
the Rufford channcil (chapel) being dangerous and 
visibly decayed" should he repaired by William 
Bellingham, Esq. (who, as Mr. Hesketh's son-in- 
law, no doubt represented the Rufford estate), the 
Parish and Churchwardens of Croston, and William 
Pilkington, Rector of Croston.

1 Dr. Pilkington was born in 1672 ; matriculated at Oxford 1689 ; 
migrated to Emmanuel College, Cambridge, where he took the degree 
of LL.D. 1728. He was a freeman of Liverpool.

2 George Norris was the grandfather of Thomas Norris, Esq., who 
in 1825 purchased the moiety of the manor of Croston from the Rev. 
Streynsham Master, Rector, who bought it from its original owner, 
Sir Thomas D. Hesketh of Rufford. The Norris family held pro 
perty in Croston from a very early period, and were great benefactors 
to the Parish. Particulars of these gifts are given in the Report of the 
Charity Commissioners.

The lands and houses, including the old Manor House, were sold 
on the death of Mr. Thomas Norris, and the proceeds divided amongst 
his numerous family connections.
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In 1709 a Parish meeting was held to vote and 
decide about " the removal of the Churchwardens' 
seat to or nigh the Font, as being more convenient, 
and also for Mistress Elizabeth ffloyd, having a con 
siderable estate, named Littlewood, in the Parish of 
Croston, to have and enjoy the old seat wherein 
the Churchwardens formerly sat." On the question 
being put to the vote, fifty-two were in favour, and 
three against the proposal. So Mistress ffloyd got 
her seat.

In 1710 it was agreed that "the body of the 
Church, up to the Channcel, being in a very ill and 
dangerous manner as to the foundations of the 
pillars falling in by the frequent buryings in the 
body of the church and by floods piercing the earth 
and filling up the graves," it was agreed " that new 
earth should this year be brought in, and the flags 
new laid upon the new earth, and rightly levelled 
to a due and suitable height."

At the same meeting it was agreed to sue those 
who refused to pay the " lay " in the Consistory 
Court at Chester. From this it appears that opposi 
tion to a church rate dates back two hundred years.

The following memorandum is very significant: 
It was agreed at a meeting held on the 29th July 

1712 "That if any churchwarden or any other 
person or persons whatsoever for the time to come 
call for, or send for, or employ any person what 
soever upon any account whatsoever to call for or 
send for any ale for themselves or any workman or 
any other person or persons whatsoever, that unless 
the account or shott be actually paid for or dis 
charged at or im'diately after the time that it is 
drunk, that the same account or shott shall not be 
allowed to the said churchwardens or to the house 
or publican by whom it is sold."

For a long period it was the invariable custom 
for the Churchwardens, whenever there was any
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business to be transacted to "wet their whistles," 
for the cost of " drinks " figures very largely in every 
page of the accounts.

In 1713 it was decided to provide Henry Bolton, 
the parish sexton, with a coat once in two years, the 
price of which is to be about 143. or 153., "for 
driving ye doggs out of ye church yard and keeping 
good order during ye time of Divine Service."

It was fully agreed at a public parish meeting 
held after due notice " that there should be a new 
' sounding board' to the pulpit made and placed 
where the old one now standeth."

Subsequently the Churchwardens went with a 
joiner to Wigan to view the " Cannopy " there for a 
model, and an agreement was afterwards entered 
into with Richard Langtree " for to make a Sounding 
Board, or, propperly called, a Cannopy."

" The said Richard Langtree, with his assistance 
[assistants], is to make ye saide Cannopy and work 
itt according to the sceam given, with a full stair (?) 
in ye midle and one in each joynt, with a dove and 
branch in ye midle. Ye said Board to be of good 
oak, and ye said Richard Langtree is to have six 
pounds fifteen shillings, and ten shillings more when 
the work is done to Mr. Pilkington's and the 
Churchwardens' satisfaction."

At the Easter Vestry meeting held in 1715 it was 
agreed that a certain number of poor people, not 
exceeding half a score, should be taught to sing 
Psalms, 1 and that Mr. William Pilkington (the

1 This is no doubt in compliance with a royal proclamation issued 
from the Court at Kensington, and dated 3rd December 1692, which 
reads as follows : 

"The King's (William III.) most excellent Majesty in council :  
" Upon the humble petition of N. Brady and N. Tate this day read 

at the Board, setting forth that the petitioners have with their utmost 
care and industry completed a new version of the Psalms of David in 
English Metre fitted for public use, and humbly praying His Majesty's 
royal allowance that the said version may be used in such congrega 
tions as think fit to receive it. His Majesty, taking the same into
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Rector) and " the Churchwardens do agree with a 
person to instruct them in singing."

In 1715 a meeting was held at which the fol 
lowing resolution was passed: "Owing to the un 
reasonable extravagances of ye Churchwardens and 
sidesmen and to the prejudice of ye inhabitants and 
scandell to ye Church, it was decided that ye 
Wardens should be allowed twenty-five shillings 
for their expenses for ye year and no more, and 
ye sidesmen five shillings and no more, and if they 
absented themselves from Church they were to be 
fined one shilling for each offence."

In 1717 it was agreed to pay out of the Parish 
funds twopence a dozen for sparrow heads, and one 
halfpenny each for bullfinches. Magpies, which had 
the credit of destroying thatches of the cottages, 
were paid for at the rate of one penny each for old 
birds, and one halfpenny for young ones. The 
Parish officer had to exact an oath that the birds 
were caught in Croston.

In compliance with the terms of old Mrs. Mary 
Pilkington's bequest it was agreed that "the Bible 
with ye Red cover which her brother, the Rev. 
Dr. Leyfield, gave to the Parish of Croston, 
and which lies on ye Reading Desk, should be 
bound and provided with very substantial large 
brass clasps and covers which are more durable 
and serviceable than ye other." The cost was to 
be seventeen shillings and fourpence.

In 1719 "Ten pounds was received and paid to 
the Churchwardens in fines by four persons who 
had buried their relatives in Linnen (instead of 
woollen according to the Act of Parliament passed 
in 1687), viz. Ann, wife of Oliver Cotton, James

consideration, is pleased to order in council that the said ' New 
Version of the Psalms' be hereby allowed and permitted to be used 
in all churches, chapels, and congregations as shall think fit to 
receive the same."

D
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Ashton, Esquire, Hugh Ashton, gent., Jane Ashton, 
widow and relic of ye aforesaid Hugh, which said 
sum has been distributed by ye said Churchwardens."

I find the first mention of a Confirmation Service 
being held in Croston Church is in 1721. Dr. F. 
Gaskill was the Bishop, and ten pence was paid to 
a messenger who announced the day and hour of 
his Lordship's visit.

In 1724 it was decided that the "Communion 
Rail" should be extended from wall to wall, and it 
was further agreed that an " altar piece of oak shall 
be erected within the square within the rails which 
are fixed upon the upper steps before the Communion 
Table."

Dr. Pilkington died on the ist September 1755, 
in the eighty-fourth year of his age and the fifty- 
third year of his incumbency,1 leaving a daughter

1 Dr. Pilkington was buried in the churchyard at Croston. Upon 
his gravestone is inscribed: " Here lieth the body of William 
Pilkington, who was Rector of this Parish 52 years and 8 months. 
He was Doctor of Civil Law, and of Emmanuel College, Cambridge. 
Died ist September 1755, in his 84th year."

In the office of the Duchy of Lancaster is a deed dated 1268, of 
which Dominus Grey de Master is the first witness. The family of 
" Maistre" came into Kent from Flanders or Belgium, settled into 
the eastern part of that county, and acquired property and a position. 
Richard Master was born at Maidstone. Educated at Eton, elected 
fellow of King's College, Cambridge, in 1502. He was, according to 
Erasmus, well skilled in divinity. He was rector of Addlington, and 
espoused the cause of his parishioner, Elizabeth Barton, " The Holy 
Maid of Kent," a half-witted servant girl who was believed to be 
supernaturally inspired. Not only did she delude the common people 
by her wild raptures and visions, but she imposed on the credulity of 
several persons of rank and learning, including Sir Thomas More, 
Bishop Fisher, Archbishop Wareham. After denouncing the heresies 
of the reformed religion, she proceeded to include the king in hei 
invectives. She declaimed against his marriage with Ann Boleyn, 
and declared his subjects dissolved from their allegiance. The result 
of all this was, she and her associates, including her parish priest 
Richard Master, were tried and executed for high treason at Tybury
in 1535-

Dr. R. Master, M.D., Fellow of All Souls, a divine and physician 
to Queen Elizabeth, Sir Edward Master, eldest son of James Master 
of East Langdon, Esquire, married at S. Mary's, Sandwich, in 1574, 
the eldest daughter and co-heiress of Robert Streynsham of Ospring, 
Esquire, and had fifteen children. He was a staunch loyalist; was
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(Margaret) and only child, who married in 1/34 the 
Rev. Streynsham Master, who became rector.

The Rev. Streynsham Master was only Rector 
of Croston for four years. He died in 1759, and 
was succeeded by his son the Rev. Robert Master, 
D.D., a man of strong will and great determination 
of character. While of a kind and conciliatory dis 
position, he insisted on his rights and prerogatives 
as Rector being respected.1

with Charles I. at Oxford. He died in 1648, and was buried in 
Canterbury Cathedral. His eldest son, Edward, born 1604, married 
a daughter of Sir James Oxenden, and had twenty children born in 
twenty-three years. He died 1669. His wife died, and was buried 
at St. Bartholomew Smithfield, aged 99^ years.

Sir Streynsham Master, Knt., third son and thirteenth child of Richard 
Master, founded the first English church in India ; became a director 
of the East India Company. Married Elizabeth, daughter of Richard 
Legh of Lymm, County Chester, Esquire, and died at New Hall, 
Lancashire.

The Rev. Streynsham Master, son of Sir Streynsham Master, Knt., 
was born 1697; educated at Oxford. Vicar of Ashton juxta Birming 
ham; married 1734 Margaret, daughter of Rector Pilkington of Croston. 
In 1740 he was curate of Croston, and in 1755, on the death of Dr. 
Pilkington, he became rector and patron. Having no family, he 
bequeathed the advowson of Croston to his nephew Robert, son of 
Legh Master, who was born at Ashton in Mackerfield in 1726. 
Married at Blackburn 1764 Elizabeth, daughter of John Whalley of 
Clark Hall Whalley, Esquire. His daughter Jane married James 
Whalley, afterwards Sir James Whalley Smith Gardiner of Roche 
Court, Hants, Bart. His son Streynsham, born at Croston 1766, 
educated at Manchester Grammar School and Balliol College, Oxford, 
married a daughter of Sir John Parker Mosley of Manchester. Rector 
of Croston 1798 to 1864. Died January 1864, aged ninety-seven.

Edward Master, twin brother of James, was born and baptized at 
Croston 1770. Educated at Clitheroe Grammar School and Balliol 
College, Oxford. Curate of Clifton, near Bristol, and of Tarleton 
and Hesketh cum Becconsall. He was rector and patron of Rufford. 
He lived chiefly at Tarleton, where he built a house which is now 
part of the present rectory, and at Hesketh, where he had another 
house, but never at Rufford. He sold the advowson of Rufford to the 
trustees of L. G. Starkie, Esquire, of Huntroyd. He died unmarried 
1833, and is buried at Croston.

1 At the annual vestry meeting in 1766, by the unanimous consent 
of the parishioners, it was agreed that " Thomas Nelson should be 
sexton of this parish." To this resolution the Rector protested. " I 
do absolutely deny," he wrote in the minute book, " the right of the 
parish to appoint a sexton." R. Master, Rector.

The following year it was agreed that" John Critchley, the younger, 
be appointed a ringer." To this the Rector again protested. " I do
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In 1770 a "brief" was obtained for repairing the 
church, and at a meeting of the parishioners it was 
resolved that the whole of the expense of all the 
pillars lately taken down and rebuilt be defrayed 
out of the money collected by brief, and that the 
sum of ,£106, i2s. 5|d. be allowed out of the brief 
money to defray the expense incurred. These 
minutes were signed by the Rector, Humpy Traf- 
ford, A. Kershaw, Piers Legh, Henry Porter, and 
the churchwardens, Henry Tetherington, George 
Norris. William Hardacre and Evan Caunce gave 
a receipt to the Rector for the above amount. There 
was a considerable balance in hand after paying 
all the charges for the repair of the fabric, and in 
1789 the old bells were recast and the peal com 
pleted by Rudhall of Gloucester, at a total cost of 
£14.2, us. 6d., which was paid out of the surplus of 
the money collected in 1770.

On the 6th June 1786 the Rector commissioned 
a Mr. J. Binns, a bookseller in Preston, who was 
evidently about to make the journey to London, 
to receive from the heirs and executors of the late 
Mr. Frances the sum of two pounds thirteen shil 
lings and fourpence as charity due from a house 
now or late " The Three Squirrels " in Fleet Street, 
to the poor of the parishes of Croston and Eccles- 
ton in the county of Lancaster, for two years past

not allow the parish to have any right to appoint ringers, R. Master, 
Rector," and he took legal proceedings to maintain his claim. Not 
withstanding a protest was made at a vestry meeting to the effect 
that " it was contrary to ancient usage and to the known sense of the 
parish, and an insolent stretch of power tending to make divisions," 
he won his case.

At the annual meeting of the inhabitants of the parish of Croston, 
held November 12, 1764, it was agreed to raise the sum of thirty-six 
pounds to be paid into the hands of the Rector and Mr. Piers Legh, 
who are hereby empowered, as soon as the inhabitants of Hesketh 
cum Becconsall have paid the money subscribed by them, to give out 
the same the sum of thirty pounds in order to perfect the said build 
ing, on condition that the inhabitants of Hesketh cum Becconsall pay 
all expenses of future repairs.  Signed by R. Master, Rector, and six 
teen others.
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to last Good Friday. However, Mr. Binns re 
turned without the money, and a Mr. Wm. Car- 
dale, attorney in Grey's Inn, agent for the property, 
sent a message by him to the effect that the time of 
paying the donation was expired, and that in fact it 
had been paid longer than it should have been, and 
that it would not be paid again. This action on the 
part of the agent gave rise to a lengthy correspon 
dence between the Rector and Mr. Cardale, from 
which it appeared that in the reign of Queen Eliza 
beth a man named Meredith left a sum of ̂ i, 6s. 8d. 
a year, chargeable on his property in Fleet Street, 
to the poor of Croston and Eccleston, in which 
parishes he evidently had an interest. The first 
payment was made on Good Friday (the day named 
in the will), 1589. The payment was to be con 
tinued for 190 years, which, Mr. Cardale contended, 
had expired. The Rector, on the other hand, pointed 
out that the intention of the donor was to continue 
the charity in perpetuity, that the 190 years' limit 
was only mentioned after Mr. Meredith and his wife's 
death, and that there was a clause in the will to 
empower the executors to use proper means to con 
tinue the said legacy to the said parishes after the 
expiration of the 190 years. But it was all to no 
purpose. The owners of the property upon which 
the annuity was charged refused to pay any longer, 
and there was no means of compelling them.

In 1804 a number of seats were erected in the 
Church out of monies arising out of the sale of one 
seat for the sum of ^50. The rents of these seats, 
after paying the cost of their erection, was expended 
on the upkeep of the school and the payment of the 
organist and organ-blower, the sum of ^3.

In order to provide for his three sons, the Rector 
obtained an Act of Parliament (31 George III. 
cxxiv.) by which Rufford and Chorley were sepa 
rated from the ancient parish with definite portions
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of the tithe assigned to each. He bequeathed 
Croston to his son Streynsham, Chorley to his 
son John Whatley, Rufford to his son Edward.

The Rev. Streynsham Master was born at 
Croston in 1766, and educated at Manchester 
Grammar School and Balliol College, Oxford. He 
was curate of Croston and Rufford, 1789-90, and 
married a daughter of Sir John Parker Mosley of 
Manchester. In 1798, upon the death and under 
the will of his father, he became Rector of Croston. 
During 1820-26 he unfortunately fell into financial 
difficulties, which caused a good deal of unpleasant 
ness and trouble at the time. In consequence of this 
he had to leave the country, and acted as British 
chaplain at Ghent and Brussels.

At a parish meeting held February 25, 1821, to 
consider the application to Parliament to separate 
Tarleton and Becconsall, after discussion it was 
held to be expedient to agree to the proposed 
change on the condition that the new parishes 
when constituted shall, notwithstanding the sepa 
ration, be entitled, as was the case when Chorley 
and Rufford were cut off, to the same share of any 
charity that has been distributed to the said parishes 
of Tarleton and Becconsall as part of the parish of 
Croston. The meeting was presided over by the 
Rev. R. Mosley Master in the absence of the Rector. 
The Act of Parliament was passed in 1821. The 
patronage of the benefice of Tarleton was vested 
in the Rev. Streynsham Master, who was the first 
Rector.

The patronage of the rectory of Hesketh cum 
Becconsall is vested in the Heskeths of Rufford. 
The right of presentation to the curacy, before it 
was constituted a separate parish, was included in 
the purchase in 1559 by Sir Thomas Hesketh from 
Antony Brown of the manor, together with the Bec 
consall chantry chapel in the churchyard of Croston.
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In the year 1866-67 Croston Church was com 
pletely restored inside and out as a memorial to 
the Rev. Streynsham Master. The north chapel 
was rebuilt, the skylights abolished, the roof of the 
chancel renewed, the chancel arch built, the tower 
thrown open to the nave, and the bells arranged 
so as to be rung from the ground floor. The 
church was reseated, unfortunately with pitch pine 
instead of oak, a new pulpit of Caen stone, of 
modern design, took the place of the old one, which 
might have been retained with advantage. Other 
alterations were made which have in a measure 
spoilt the character of the church. Still, consider 
ing the time the work was done, "the pitch-pine 
age," it has been well called, when restoration too 
often spelt destruction, things might have been 
worse, and perhaps the old pulpit may be brought 
back. I am told that it now does duty as a summer- 
house in a garden in Southport.

One hundred and fifty-four years have elapsed 
since the Rev. Streynsham Master succeeded his 
father-in-law, Dr. Pilkington, as Rector and patron 
of Croston, and ever since that time a member of 
the family of Master has been Rector. The Bishop 
of Whalley, the present occupier of the benefice, 
is the great-grandson of the second Streynsham 
Master, who lived to reach his ninety-seventh 
year.

LIST OF DEEDS AND DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE PARISH 
OF CROSTON IN THE POSSESSION OF THE RECTOR

A.D.
1579 Sir Edmund Huddlesden,1 Knt., to William Bannestre of 

Bank, Esquire, a Lease for 25 years of the tithes of 
Becconsall and Hesketh in the Parish of Croston Eliz. xx.

1 Sir Ed. Huddlesden of Sawston, co. Camb., by marriage with 
Dorothy, heiress of William, eldest son of Sir Henry Farrington, 
Knt., by whom the Manor was sold to her kinsman, William Farring 
ton of Worden.
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A.D.

1596. Grant by William 6th Earl of Derby of the tithes of
Mawdesley to Thomas Ashton of Croston, Esquire,
for ,£200. Eliz. xxxix. 

1620. Conveyance from Thomas and Henry Ashton of Croston
Esquires, to Thomas Nelson of Ulnes Walton yeoman
of lands att Ulnes Walton. 

1626. Conveyance from Sir Richard Molineux of Sephton
Knight, William Fazakesley, Edward Holt, John
Rutter of Pendle to William and Thomas Moore of
Eccleston. 

1631. Fine (Finealis concordia) between Thomas Moore and
John Moore and Isabella his wife. 

1636-37. Inquisition taken at Wigan of the property of William
Moore of Eccleston at his decease. 

1644-45. Final agreement between Thomas Mellony (Rector of
Eccleston) and other Trustees of the Croston School
and John Moore and Isabella his wife. 

1663. Last Will and Testament of William Dandy of Croston
by which he left money for " poor cloth." 

1686. Bond of William and Thomas Cooper to the Trustees of
Croston School for performance of Covenant. 

1678. Release from the Trustees of Croston School to Mistress
Mary Hyett, widow of the Rev. J. Hyett, Rector of
Croston.

1692. Indenture between Henry Finch of Walton-le-Dale and 
Jane his wife, Edward Derbyshire, and John Heyes, of 
tenements and lands at Mawdesley.

1693. Lease for a year from Henry Croston of Croston, yeoman, 
to Robert Pennington and others of his newly erected 
almshouses.

1693. Revocation of conveyance of land in Croston by Henry 
Croston.

1692. Lease from Henry Finch of Walton le Dale yeoman to 
Edward Derbyshire and John Heyes of tenements and 
lands in Mawdesley.

1692. Conveyance from Henry Finch of Walton le Dale to 
Edward Derbyshire and John Heyes of Ormskirk of a 
Masuage and 14 acres at Hurst Green Mawdesley.

1714. Lease for a year from Peter and Thomas Legh of Lyme 
in the county of Chester Esquire to Nicholas Faza 
kesley of Hill House Esq. of lands at Ulnes Walton 
at a pepercorn rent.

1719. Lease for three lives from John Trafford of Croston 
Esquire to Jane Wiggins, widow a Tenement and land 
at Croston.

1728. Lease for a year from Nicholas Fazakesley of the Middle
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A.D.
Temple, and Anne Smith of co. Herts, Widow of the 
Rev. William Pilkington, LL.D., Rector of Croston, 
and others of land at Ulnes Walton.

i 757. Deed of gift from Richard Farrington to Roger and John 
Riding of cottages and premises in trust for the poor 
of Croston. 

1734. Declaration of Trust and appointment of Trustees of
Croston Alms Houses.

1781. A Faculty for erecting a pew in Croston Church to Robert 
Dec. 21. Norres of Croston. 
1669-1745. A book giving the names of those who received gifts

of cloth from William Dandy's poor charity. 
1685-85. Decree of the Court of Chancery upon the suit of Dr. 

Charles Leyfield Rector of Croston for the payment in 
kind of Tithe upon potatoes.

1667. Lease for six months of tenement of lands at Eccleston to 
which the following names are attached :  

Thomas Malloney, D.D., Rector of Eccleston. 
James Pilkington, B.D., Rector of Croston. 
Robert Brown, Rector of Howle. 
William Farrington, Esquire, Worden. 
Christopher Bannestre, Esquire, Bauk. 
John Entwistle, Esquire, Ormskirk. 
Alexander Mawdesley, Esquire, Mawdesley. 
Richard Regbie, Esquire, Harrack. 
William Smith, Esquire, Snape Scaresbrick. 
Thomas Wellson, junr., Esquire, Wrightington. 
Richard Meal, Croston. 
William Eccleston, Charnock. 
Richard and William Gradwell, Ulnes Walton.

1667. Lease for three thousand years from Trustees of Croston 
School.

1668. ditto. ditto, signed by  
Nicholas Regbie. 
William Farrington. 
Christopher Bannestre, 
James Pilkington.


