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N January 1642 Charles I. left London to
preparations for the war which, it was clear, was 

inevitable, and in every county the partisans of both 
the King and the Parliament began to bestir them 
selves. When the Parliament took into its own 
hands the nomination of the Lord-Lieutenants 
and Deputy-Lieutenants of the counties, it dis 
missed from the Lord-Lieutenancy of Lancashire 
James, Lord Strange, afterwards Earl of Derby, and 
nominated Lord Wharton to the vacant post. 
Several Deputy-Lieutenants were also appointed, 
among whom were Mr. John Moore of Bank Hall, 
Kirkdale, and the Old Hall, Liverpool, a staunch 
Parliamentarian and a future regicide. Lord Whar 
ton also appointed as colonels of regiments several 
gentlemen of the county who sided with Parliament, 
among whom were John Moore, Ralph Assheton of 
Middleton, who led the forces which besieged 
Liverpool in 1643, an(^ Thomas Birch, afterwards 
Governor of Liverpool. Lord Strange, however, 
still continued to act as Lord-Lieutenant in the 
King's interests. The county was divided between 
the two parties. The Hundreds of Blackburn and 
Salford, with the towns of Manchester, Bolton, and 
Blackburn, were on the side of the Parliament, but 
the Hundreds of West Derby, Leyland, Amounder- 
ness, and Lonsdale were in the main Royalist.
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The gentry of the county were also divided, and 
although the larger number, including great nobles 
like the Earl of Derby and Lord Molyneux, and 
gentlemen of great influence like Sir Thomas 
Tyldesley, were ardent adherents of the King, 
yet the Parliamentarians numbered in their ranks 
Sir Thomas Stanley of Bickerstaff, Ralph Assheton 
of Middleton, and the Shuttleworths of Gawthorpe. 
Both parties endeavoured to obtain possession of 
the fortified places of Lancashire, particularly towns 
like Preston, Wigan, Manchester, and Warrington, 
where stores of ammunition had been collected ; 
the Royalists, chiefly owing to Lord Strange's 
vigorous action, secured Warrington, Wigan, and 
Preston, but the Parliamentarians occupied Man 
chester. In Liverpool the majority of the towns 
men were Puritan, and therefore inclined to 
Parliament, but the Mayor, Mr. John Walker, 
and the majority in the Council were Royalist; 
and acting in conjunction with the heads of the 
two great neighbouring families of Stanley and 
Molyneux, the Mayor did his best to put Liverpool 
into a state of defence. Earthworks were thrown 
up around the town and a ditch dug ; Colonel Norres 
of Speke became the Royalist governor of the 
castle, and large supplies were thrown into it. But 
on the whole the Royalists made little use of their 
year's occupation of the castle and town. The first 
few months of the war went badly for the Royalists 
in Lancashire. In September 1642 Lord Derby 
was repulsed in an attack on Manchester; in Feb 
ruary 1643 the Parliamentarians captured Preston 
and Lancaster; and although Lord Derby recap 
tured and burnt the town of Lancaster, he was com 
pelled to leave the castle in Parliamentarian hands. 
He did indeed recapture Preston, but in April the 
Royalists lost Wigan, and Lord Derby, after being 
defeated at Whalley, withdrew to the Isle of
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Man. Towards the end of April Colonel Assheton 
marched into Derby Hundred, and the Royalists 
under Colonel Tyldesley fell back on Liverpool, 
which was still garrisoned for the King. From 
about June 1642 to April 1643, then, Liverpool 
was a Royalist garrison under Colonel Norres, but 
it is remarkable that in the Town Books, or Muni 
cipal Records, there is hardly a hint of this fact. A 
suggestion of civil strife in the town is found in a 
presentment of the portmote of Jan. 10, 1642 : 

" We present Mr. John Mannwarring for abuse- 
ing Mr. Maior and the Balliues goeing upon the 
King's service."

But on the whole the town seems to have paid 
as yet little attention to the Civil War. More 
remarkable still is the fact that no mention at all 
is made of the siege of Liverpool by Colonel 
Assheton, the defeat of Colonel Tyldesley, and the 
surrender of the town to the Parliamentarians after 
a loss of 80 killed and 300 prisoners. The capture 
of Liverpool by the Parliamentarians was import 
ant, for not only would its garrison act as a check 
on the Royalist gentry of that part of the county, 
and form a base for the attack on Lathom House, 
which was still in Royalist hands, but it was also 
the only port on the west coast of England which 
was in the Parliamentarian power, and from it 
cruisers could be fitted out to interrupt the Royalist 
communications with Ireland. Liverpool thus fell 
to the Parliamentarians ; a military governor was 
appointed, at first Lieutenant-Colonel Venables, 
but later, on the petition of the townsmen early in 
1644, Colonel John Moore. The effect of the Parlia 
mentarian occupation and of the Puritan supremacy 
was soon seen both in religious and civil matters. 
Under the date 23rd November 1643 there is an 
entry : 

" Upon Informacon that the Towne of Liver-
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poole hath not anie competent maintenance for ye 
Ministrie at their Church or Chapell ther it being a 
M rket Towne & of great resort, a Garrison Towne 
and the Cheeffe Port of theise parts, the Inhabi 
tants manie and well affected It is therefore 
thought fit and soe ordered that twoe able and 
Orthodox Ministers be provyded to officiate ther 
and shall haue out of the sequestracons of the 
tythes of Walton Parish an hundreth pounds a 
yeare to be divyded betweene them by the Maior 
and the Comon Councell of Liverpoole as they 
shall see cause And this stypend to be allowed 
by the Agents for ye Sequestracons for that division.

" T. Stanley 
Raphe Asheton 
Richard Hollande 
John Moore 
Robte Hyde 
Tho Birche."

And at a later Assembly held on January 28, 1644, 
the two ministers were appointed, viz. Mr. Joseph 
Tompson and Mr. David Ellison. The Puritan ele 
ment is also to be seen in an order of the same 
date, January 28, 1644 : 

" It is alsoe Ordered that all such households or 
other persons as shall neglect the strict observeing 
of Sundays and ffast dayes, and shall not frequent 
the Church but either Loyter or stay abroade 
drinking or shalbe disordered and taken in anie 
misdemenors shalbe severely punished and shall 
forfaite for everie offence 4O5 ."

During this period of the Parliamentary occupa 
tion, military discipline was rigidly enforced. Under 
March 25, 1644, an entry runs : 

" Whereas divers of the Inhabitn'5 of this Towne 
have refused and contemptiousley neglected con- 
trarie to divers Orders to appeare wtb their best
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Armes att ye beating of the drume, these are there 
fore to give publicke notice & warninge to all 
psons whatsoever inhabittinge wthin this Garreson, 
heartofore appoynted for ye observing of ye watch 
wthin ye same; That if they or any of them shall 
hearafter refuse or neglect to appeare at the beat- 
inge of ye Drume for ye settinge of ye watch wthin 
this Garrison, or for ye pforminge of other duties 
wthin ye same or any pson whatsoever sett upon 
his watch or Guard shall come of the same or 
neglect his duties therein, till he be thence called 
and Releeved by an officer, shall for everie such 
offence pay to the use of his fellow soldiers ye some 
of xij d or lie in Prison in ye towne hall untill he 
have paid the same."

The authority of the Governor overrode that of 
the town authorities, although they are constantly 
found acting together ; but it may be suspected 
that the Mayor and Council were overawed by the 
military officers. It was of course important in a 
garrison town that there should be no traitors 
within, and under the date December 3, 1643, an 
entry runs: 

" It is Ordered that the Balliues and the Seriant 
and some others of the Governors officers are to 
goe through the Towne and make inquirie & take 
notice of all strangers and other Lodgers that such 
as are not faithful and trustie to the service of the 
King and Parliam' may be expulsed and Removed 
forth of The Towne wth all speed possible, in respect 
of the p'sent dangers."

And again on December 21, 1643 : 
" Whereas it apears that divers Papists & other 

ill affected psons as Malign15 and such as have 
borne Armes against the Parliam' or theire wives 
and Children are as yet inhabittinge and remaine 
wth in this Towne of Liverpoole, who are suspected 
to give Intelligence and to doe other ill offices
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there It is therefore Ordered by the now Maior, 
the Governor, Aid., and the rest of the Comon 
Councell of the same Towne, that all such Papists 
& Malign15 except such as are Prysonrs as alsoe 
theire wives Children & families shall wthin xiiii teen 
days after notice hereof dept and Remove out of 
the said Towne upon payne to be plundered and 
deprived of all their goods & psonall Estate 
whatsover."

And, again, a similar order was enacted on 
January i, 1644 : 

" It is Ordered that all such Malign15 & Papists as 
are appoynted to be speedely put out of the Towne 
& none to receive anie strangrs into their howses 
to inhabit or stay wthout licence of the Maior & 
Governor."

In May 1644 Prince Rupert set out from Shrews 
bury for the north with the purpose of relieving the 
Marquis of Newcastle, who was hemmed in at York 
by the armies of Fairfax, Cromwell, and the Scots, 
and, on the way, of relieving Lathom House, where 
the Countess of Derby held out, and of recapturing 
Liverpool. He swept up north, stormed Bolton, 
and on June 7th appeared before Liverpool, and on 
June 12th or I3th the town was stormed. Of this 
siege, again, there is no direct mention, only echoes 
in the Town Books. At the Great Portmote held 

I January 13, 1645, there are two entries :  
I" " We finde that a great company of or Inhabitants 

were Murthered and slaine by Prince Ruperts fforces 
the names of the Murtherers we cannot as yet be 
c'tified of any of them or their names." 
and

" Ordered that the dead Bodies of or Murthered 
neighbours buried out of Towne shall be better 
covered betwixt this & the second of ffebruary 
next, and for ye effecting thereof We ord r that the 
Balliues or any other officer giveing notice or warn-
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ing to any house shall send one thither wlh a spade 
or wiskett for ye covering of them as afforesaid."

During the siege Colonel Moore, the Governor, 
having come to the conclusion that the town was 
not defensible, had embarked with the greater part 
of the garrison on the ships lying in the Pool, without 
giving any notice to the Burgesses. The town 
found it difficult to forgive Moore's desertion, and 
he never regained his old position in Liverpool. A 
long entry under the date March 5, 1645, refers 
partly to Moore's action and partly to the application 
which the town had made to Parliament for relief 
and assistance owing to its sufferings : 

" fforasmuch as the prsent state and Condicon of 
this Towne doth require That some speedie Course 
be taken as well for the Repairing of the losses and 
sufferings of the Inhabitan'5 thereof by the Crueltie 
of the Princes Army lately prvailing there, as alsoe 
for the better secureing of the said Towne for the 
tyme to come, It is Ordrd That Mr Willm Langton 
Record1 shall accompanie Mr Maior to London and 
there solizit on ye behalfe of ye said Towne accord 
ing to the insuing instruccons vizt to procure Releefe 
(if it be possible) for poore widdoes & fatherless 
Children that had their husbands and fathers slaine, 
and goods plundered and others in the Towne who 
are in distresse & want."

" 2 to pcure that the manner of the looseing or 
rather the giveing up of the Towne to the Enemie 
may be fullie tryed and Examed that soe it may 
apeare in whose neglect or defalt it was that soe 
much innocent Blood was spilt, when there was 
possibilitie of Resistance or anie tearms of quarter 
wold have beene granted."

" 3 to pcure that some course be taken to secure 
the Towne from the power of the Enemy hearafter, 
it being of great conc'nm* to ye Countrie, and not as 
yet in any good posture of defence for want of Pro-
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vision men and moneys to supply the same in case 
of danger.

" 4 to obtaine an Ordr for the incloseing and im- 
proveing of the Comons and wast grounds wthin the 
Towns lifoties for the good of the Corporacon And 
that the Millnes and fferrie Botes formerly belong 
ing to the Towne and iniuriouslie taken and kept 
from them by the Lord Mollineux may be restored 
to the corporacon as formerly."

" 5 to agitat the business for the Rebells Goods 
claimed by the Manchester men."

" Ordered that xxlj shall be procured and taken 
vp att interest for the supplie of the Towns affairs, 
and the fortie of the Councell shall secure them that 
shall stand ingaged."

" The Ballives are required to make demand to 
the Coll. of the Townes Armes that were lost."

The final attack on the town on June i2th or 
13th had been led by Caryl, brother of Lord Moly- 
neux, and an entry, dated May 8, 1646, runs: 

" resolved that Mr Bicksteth shall continue yet at 
London to attend the Lord Mollineux his compo- 
sicon and to pcure or priviledges excepted, and or 
late Ordinance enacted and confirmed in regard of 
the cruelties acted heere by him & his brother and 
rather than faile to take it as part of or Losses."

The Royalists, however, only held the town for 
three months, for in September 1644 it was re 
captured by the Parliamentarians under Sir John 
Meldrum. It settled down once again as a Parlia 
mentary garrison town, and the new regime is 
obvious from the admission, in October 1644, to the 
freedom of the town of a large number of officers 
gratis, among them being Richard Holland, Colonel, 
who was admitted " liber Burgens huius Burgi per 
consens Maioris Ald^1 &c eiusdem Burg in the 
Townfeild during the Leagar " an entry I confess 
I do not properly understand. Also the Mayor
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elected on October 18, 1644, was John Holcroft, 
Esq., who is described as " Collonel of a Regim' 
and one of the Deputie Lievetennts of this Countie & 
of the Committee'in the same Countie." It is im 
possible to restrain a smile in reading, under the 
date January 16, 1644, the list of the " Comon 
Councell of Liverpoole," opening as it does with the 
names: 

" Joties Holcrofte Ar Maior 
pr nob1'3 Jacobus Comes Derby 
Thomas Stanley Barr' 
Johes Moore Ar Coll'ec' "

There are several entries during the years 1644 
onwards relating to the fortifications and the Castle, 
of which the following is a specimen : 

At an Assembly held December 20, 1644, " before 
John Holcroftt Ar Maior and Collonell John Moore 
Governr of this Towne of Liverpoole and the Alder 
men & the most part of the Comon Councell there; 
It was ordered that for the prsent the Gates now 
att Laur Mercers howse end shold be removed and 
set in the worke at the Tyth Barne street end."

The Puritanical rule of the town is shown in 
presentments like the following, dated June 25, 
1647 : 

" Wee prsent Jane Gerrard for not comeing to 
ye church for ye last moneth past."

It is clear that military garrison and discipline 
was maintained, and in the Portmote of January 12, 
1646, Thomas Preeson was presented " for refuseing 
to be Capt of ye watch being commanded by Mr 
Maior & for refuseing to apeare before him being 
comanded upon his oath amc in the sume of v1'."

Again, on August 28, 1646, there is an entry :  
"Thomas Morecrofte de Ormk MariscalH 
of this Garrison vndc Governor Ashurst I Jur 
admissz est liber Burgens pconsensi Maior j gratis 
Aid &c ;" and in September 1649:"Thomas J
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Birch of Birch in Com Lane Armigr Collonell & 
Govrnor of the Burrow Admitted & sworne a ffree 
burgesse of this Burrow by Consent of the Maior 
Aid & Comon Councell and afterwards xj' 7br 
ellected Burges for ye parliamen' for this Towne 
after ye death of S r Ric Winne."

Again, on April 30, 1647, it is entered : 
"Agreed that M r Maior And ye Aid shall treate 

wth the Governor ab' ye Setlem' of this Garrison first 
that one Companie of ye Townesmen may be em 
ployed and to haue pay as others have 2 that the 
Castle may be repaired and fortified and ye works 
slaighted 3 that ye Soldiers may pay 3 d per meale 
or quarter them selves.

" Memd it is Ordered and agreed by this As 
sembly that M r Willm Willmson shall next week 
goe to London to solizit the Townes business and 
shall haue all Charges borne i to prevent the 
comeing in of 6oord Soldiers to be Garrisoned here 
and to get ye works slaighted and ye Garrison to be 
ordred to be kept in ye Castle whch if repaired may 
be manned with 2OOrd men 2 ly to pcure or Peticon 
read in ye house & to move to haue the same settled 
& confirmed accordingly."

It is quite evident from these entries that the 
relations between the townsmen and soldiers form 
ing the garrison were at times strained, and 
another entry, dated June 29, 1647, is even more 
illuminating: 

" Memd P'pounded by the Governor concerning 
the distracions betwixt the Armie &c and other 
pticulers at this assembly whervnto answere was 
made That it is the desire of Mr Maior ye Ald'men 
and Comon Councell of this Towne that in all 
things their may be a free & faire complyance 
betwixt the Townesmen and ye Soldiers and for all 
busines concrning the Militia and Soldierie they 
referr all to ye discresion of ye Govern' and withall
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doe hold it fit and ordr that the Townesmen from 
tyme to tyme according to M r Maiors direccon shall 
ioyne wth the Soldiers in keeping watch."

On October 18, 1647, it was ordered in the Great 
Portmote "that the Townesmen togather with the 
soldiers shall wach everie day theire turne vpon 
warning to them given in their owne psons, and if 
anie being able shall neglect or refuse to pforme the 
same accordingly they are to forfait vs for everie 
default at ye discresion of ye Maior."

On August i, 1646, an important entry was made 
which must be read in connection with the disputes 
that had long existed between the Corporation and 
Lord Molyneux about the mills and ferry boat: 

"Whereas a Wyndmillne and fferrie boats for 
merly belonging to the Corporacon of Liverpoole 
were lately in ye possession of Richard Lord Molly- 
neux who is in hostility against the Parliam* and by 
his power wth ye Lord Cottington (late Master of 
the Court of Wards and Liveries) brought a vexa 
tious suite against the said Corporacon to theire 
great damage & impoverishment; And whereas all 
the wrytings and auncient Records belonging to ye 
said Corporacon were taken away when that Towne 
was taken by the Enemy Considering the exceed- 
inge great losses and sufferings of that said Towne 
and to the end that the Auncient rights of the said 
Corporacon may be restored and those priviledges 
whereof they are and have long beene in possession 
may be continued and remaine inviolable; The 
Lords and Comons assembled in Parliam4 doe 
order and ordayne And be it ordred and ordayned 
That the said Corporacon shall have hold and 
enioye the said Wynd Milne and fferry Boats and 
the Rent of xxu p Ann formerly paid by the said 
Corporacon to the said Lord Molyneux till both 
Howses take further ordr ; And its hearby further 
ordered and ordained That all other the Rights

N
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powers Priviledges Lyberties and ffranchisem'3 
whatsoever contayned in the Charters of the said 
Corporacon shall be and continue to ye said Cor- 
poracon saveing to the Kings Matie his heires & 
Successors and all other person and psons bodies 
Pollitique & Corporate (other than ye said Lord 
Mollyneux and his heires) all theire Rights Tolles 
and interests whatsoever."

The town obtained as part compensation for its 
injuries received in the Parliamentary interests a 
grant of timber; and on September 17, 1645, it is 
written in the Town Books : 

"Ordered that 500 Tuns of Tymber be allowed 
unto the Towne of Liverpoole for rebuilding the 
said Towne in a great pte destroyed and burnt 
downe by the Enemie, And that the said 500 Tuns 
be felled in the Grounds and Woods of James 
Earle of Derby, Richard Lord Mollyneux Willm 
Norris Robert Blundell Rofct Mollyneux Charles 
Gerrard and Edward Scarisbricke Esqrs And that 
it be referred to ye Comittee for Lancr that are 
members of this Howse to take ordr for the due & 
orderly felling the said Tymber and for apporcen- 
inge the Quanteties to be allowed to the psons y* 
suffered by the burninge of the said Towne for ye 
rebuilding thereof."

The sequel to the orders is found on another 
page under the date September 7 : 

"Whereas it is conceaved necessarie that a 
Solzitor shalbe apoynted to goe vp to London on 
the behalfe of the Towne now in regard that Lord 
Mollineux is ab* his Composicon and to put in 
excepcons against him concerning or lifoties & privi- 
ledges granted to this Towne by or Late Ordi 
nance of Parliam* that hee may not compound 
for Livrpoole Alsoe to pfect the ordr for ye 500 
Tunnes of Timbr allotted to this Towne for ye 
effecting whereof M r Chambers is made choyce
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of to goe vp at the Townes charge ab< these 
occasions."

Echoes of the late war and a remembrance of the 
large standing army maintained by the Parliament 
are found in the following entry (November i, 
1647): 

" Memd that vpon the Comeing in of a Regim* 
of horse belonging to the Parliam'5 Army vndr the 
Comand of S r Thomas ffarefax, Ordered by the 
Comitee to be quartered in this Countie porconably, 
whereof 2 men & their horses and the 3rd pte of 
another were allotted to this Towne they demand 
ing 15s p Week for everie horse and man or els 
Quarters in kynd to be assigned them according to 
Ordrs Vpon consideracon had by this assembly it 
was resolved that they should have Quarters within 
the Towne at the several Innes from house to 
house weekly by turne at the appoyntm* of the 
Ballives and they to be content with such allowance 
as is duly allotted them, Whch the Ballives are to see 
paid and discharged accordingly after ye rate of xj 5 
xiij d p Week; and it is alsoe agreed that they shall 
haue noe allowance at all in moneys for their quar 
ters when they are or shalbe absent except they 
shew good warrant for it, and noe one house or 
Inns to be more burthened than another.

"It is alsoe agreed that a Ley or Taxacon of 
xij 11 be imposed upon the Towne for payeing of the 
Quarterage of the horse and towards the clischarge- 
ing of the Monethly tax and for nonpaym* the 
Ballives are to distrain & and restore ye over 
plus ecr.

" Ordered that a letter and Peticon be drawne to 
be eased of these burdens of quarterage & paying 
Taxacons with the rest of the Country and the 
reasons of or sufferings to be alledged wch was done 
accordingly but noe releefe granted."

The rather pathetic statement of " no relief
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granted" is confirmed by the records, for in June 
1648 two warrants are named for a ley or tax, to 
wards which Liverpool had to pay ^13, 6s. 8d. and 
£11 respectively.

The town remained very eager to be freed from 
the burden of the garrison, which no doubt pressed 
hard on a small and poor community, and an entry 
dated July 28, 1648, runs: 

" Alsoe the Peticon againe for demolishing the 
works and disgarrisoning the Towne to be drawne 
vp and a letter to Mr Ashurst to further the same, 
and to M r Bicksteth to Coll. Moore and the 
Comittee of the militia of Lancashire for the same 
purpose; and M r John Winstanley is to goe about 
the Solizitance of it and to have his Charges borne.

" Ordered that a peticon shalbe drawen to this 
effect that the Comittee wold be pleased to tak 
speedie course that this Towne may be soe 
victualled manned and fortified as to make it 
secure and tenable and constant meanes allowed 
from the publick to maintaine it without being 
priudiciall to y6 inhabitants or to certifie with vs 
that the works may be slaighted."

The entries at first sight seem a little contradic 
tory, but in reality they are not. What the town 
wanted was the reduction of the garrison to such a 
number as could be housed in the Castle without 
the necessity of any of the soldiers being quartered 
on the private houses; or the demolition of all the 
works and the entire disgarrisoning of the town ; or, 
that if the garrison were maintained, it should be 
effectual to preserve the town in safety. Either the 
town must not be a garrison town, which the bur 
gesses would have preferred, or it must be an 
efficient garrison town. The works above all, how 
ever, were felt to be an evil, for they interfered 
with the town, and on November 29, 1648, it 
was resolved: 
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"Whereas the Inhabitants of this Towne are 
much dampnified by reason of the Works It is 
therefore Ordred that ye Peticon concerning the 
sleighting of them shalbe pceeded in and solizited 
by M r John Winstanley who is to attend the 
Comitte for that purpose and is to have his 
Charges borne & allowed by the Towne."

Again, at an Assembly held September 2, 1689,? 
" was red the Copie of a letter for [from] ye Lord 
President of the Councell of State vnto the Gover- 
nor concerning the slaighting of the works and forti- 
ficacons and contracting the Garrison into the 
Castle, wch being much desired by the Towne It 
is therefore thought fitt and soe ordred that 
M r Maior shall goe vp to London and accompanie 
Coll Birch the Govrnor ab' the same busines and 
endevr to gett the same effected for ye good of the 
Towne and shall have all Charges borne."

On November 29, 1650, there is an entry : " The 
lyke Peticon concerning the demolishing of or 
works wch are soe much priudiciall to ye Town but 
suspended vntil ye Govner shold come home."

Henceforth nothing is heard of the works, and 
perhaps they were demolished ; but on October 7, 
1659, it was "Ordred that Coll Birch be moved to 
retorne speedily to London to the exersice of his 
trust as Burgess for the Parliam', and that hee be 
moved to cause the walls of the Castle to be 
demolished, and the Trench filled vp according 
to votes and ordr of Parliament."

The town was not satisfied with the compensa 
tion it had received from Parliament for its losses ; 
true it had been granted a sum of ^20 for the 
widows and children of those slain in Prince 
Rupert's assault, also 500 tons of timber and lead 
from Lathom House ; but it was not satisfied, and 
with the obstinacy and stolidity so characteristic of 
Dicky Sams of earlier days, it prosecuted its claims
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and persecuted Parliament. Mr Bicksteth was sent 
up to London to effect the town's business and 
remained there for many months at the town's 
charges, and on May 25, 1649, we find the econo 
mical burgesses actually sending him a further sum 
of ^10. At last his efforts, or those of others, 
were successful; and a long entry refers to a grant 
which must have filled the burgesses' hearts with 
joy. It begins with a copy of the Petition to 
Parliament which is frequently mentioned : 

" To the right honble the howse of Comons in 
Parliam' assembled.

" The humble Peticon of the Maior Aid and the 
rest of the Towne of LiQpoole sheweth that the 
Towne of Liverpoole was for a long tyme the only 
Port within the Power of the Parliam' in that pte 
of the Kingdome. And it being then of that con- 
cernm' both to England and Ireland yor Peticoners 
who haue alwais beene well affected to the Parliam1 
and Kingdom did not only contribute their money 
and labour but for the better strengthining and 
secureing of it for the Parliam' suffered many of 
their howses and outhowses to be pulled downe 
and their Gardens and their Orchards to be digged 
up in the ffortificacons to the great impoverishing 
of very many of the Inhabitants of the said Towne. 

" That the most pte of the said Towne who were 
able Bodies did take vp Armes for the Parliam' 
and did together with the Souldiers of the said 
Garrison often repulse the fforces of the Enemy 
when it was beseidged and often assaulted by 
Prince Rupts fforces.

" That in ye Seidge very much of yr Peticoners 
Corne Cattell Beere and other pvisions were taken 
and seized on by the Governor Coll Moore for ye 
vse of yc Garrison and yor Peticoners would not 
suffer onie of ye Inhabitants of the said Towne to 
Ship away the rest of their Goods lest ye Souldiers
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shd thereby haue beene discourraged Wherevpon 
when ye said Towne was at last taken without anie 
Condicon very many of y° Inhabitants of ye said 
Towne were killed all their Goods plundered and 
spoyled and many of their howses pulled down and 
burned whereby the said Inhabitants are vtterly 
undonne unles they be releved by this honble howse. 

" May it therefore please yor honors to take ye 
p'misses into serious Consideracon and to Order 
such satisfaccon for their Goods soe seized and 
taken for ye vse of ye said Garrison and their 
howses pulled downe and burned And alsoe for 
their great sufferings and losses as in yor wisdoms 
you shall think fit and yor petrs shall ever pray etc."

"die veneris xxviij' of January 1648 [1649] 
" The humble Peticon of ye Maior Aldrmen and 

ye rest of ye Towne of Livrpoole was this day red 
and ordered by pticularly referred to the Consider 
acon of the Committee for destroyed howses where 
M r Dodrige hath ye Chaire to Consider of their 
Losses and how some satisfaccon and redresse may 
be given them

  .     t * *

12° May 1648 [evidently should be 1649]
" Resolved vpon the Question.

" Then ten thousand pounds bee allotted for 
satisfaccon of ye losses of the Towne of Liverpoole 
in the Countie of Lancastr out of Sr willm Gerrard 
of ye Brinne M r Blundell of Crosbie Mr Chorley of 
Chorley Mr ffazakerley of Walton and Mr Scars- 
brick of Scarsbricks Estates Papists in Armes and 
whose Estates are not otherwise disposed of and 
were at Liverpoole at ye takeing of it and were 
Comissioners of Array and Collonells and Captaines 
for ye King."

After this grant the economical burgesses deter 
mined that it was time " M r Thomas Bicksteth
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Aldarman " who was still in London at the town's 
charges, should come home, and on January 25, 
1650, he was ordered to return home and send in 
an account of his expenses and " Ingadgmts," which 
amounted to ^90.

The ,£10,000, however, was as yet only a grant,
not a fact; and at an assembly held November 22,
1652, "a letter from Collonell Birch the Governor
was read whereby it appeares that the 10,000" to be
allowed by the Parliam'5 ordr for repaire of the
Losses and plundr of this Towne forth of certaine
delinquents Estates is now to be allowed forth of
the Lands in Ireland wch caused a letter to be written
y' ye allottm' might be as neere Dubline as possible."
From this time for the next ten years a large part
of the Records consists of accounts of attempts to
make good and realise this grant of lands. Mr.
John Winstanley, the Town Clerk, went over to
Dublin at least three times, at the town's charges,
to try to get the matter settled ; at last, in November
1658, the Council determined that Winstanley and
others whom he should choose should have a grant
of one half of these lands, when obtained, for a
nominal rent of 2os., on condition that he at his
own charges should push the matter forward. The
locale of the grant, however, had been changed to
Gal way, for on September 2,1658, Henry Corless and
Thomas Sandiford were ordered to go to Galway,
and there " enter vpon all the howses Lands Ten-
nemts hereditm'3 and prmisses given and now be-
longeing to this town . . . and take full and actuall
possession and seizin." On December 20, 1658, it
was decided no division of the lands in Ireland
should be made with the undertakers till the town
was " invested in the full and peaceable possession of
the whole prmisses."

In January 1659 it was ordered that " Capt. 
James Browne shalbe accomptable to the Towne for
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all ye last moneys y' hee recd for Rents at Galway, 
and that hee shall resygne the possession of the 
howses there to the Maior and Bailives wch he took 
& recd in July 1658 as Agent for this Towne & 
leave it to the Corporation." It is quite clear, then, 
that the Town had received certain lands and houses 
in Galway, and that rents were paid to them for these 
houses, and on December 19, 1659, it was ordered 
that letters should be written to Galway expressing 
the willingness of the Corporation and of the persons 
interested, viz. Mr. John Winstanley, his son, and 
Captain Brown and his partners, to sell or let the 
houses before any division was made. On February 
16, 1660, it was agreed that Thomas Sandiford, mer 
chant, on behalf of the Corporation and the three 
undertakers, should sell or lease all the lands, 
houses, &c., in Galway, the profit to be divided 
equally between the Corporation and the under 
takers. The town, after the Restoration, began to 
be apprehensive that the grant might be revoked, 
or was weary of the whole business ; and at an As 
sembly held October 30, 1660, it was arranged that 
the two M.P.'s, William Stanley and Gilbert Ireland 
of Hutt, and Captain Brown and John Winstanley, 
should sell "all the Townes Interest in Ireland." 
The Corporation, however, do not seem to have 
been satisfied with Captain Brown's accounts and pro 
ceedings generally, for in December 1661 and June 
1662 they decided that he must be called to account 
for the moneys received by him and his other trans 
actions on behalf of the Corporation. It is to be 
presumed, therefore, that the Corporation and the 
undertakers managed to sell their lands, houses, 
&c., but I confess I do not feel at all sure about it, 
and there is no record of any moneys received from 
rents or sales of these lands in Galway. I should 
like to know the connection between these trans 
actions and an order dated November 10, 1662 :
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" Ordered by the Comrs for the well Governing & re 
gulating of Corporacons in the County Palatine of 
Lancr That John Winstanley be removed from being 
Town Clerke or Comon Councell man And that 
William Blundell of Liverpoole Be declared Towne 
Clerke in his place, the Com rs vnanimously deeming 
it expedient for ye publique safty and encouragm' of 
Loyalty." What had happened ? Did the town 
consider that Mr. Winstanley or his partner had 
been guilty of a shady transaction ? The affair of 
these Irish lands is one that needs further eluci 
dation. There may be more evidence at Galway 
which awaits investigation. On the whole the 
Town Books are interesting during the period of 
the Civil War, not so much for what they say, 
which is little, as for what they omit to say. It is 
curious to find that while the fate of the country 
hung in the balance, the burgesses are more en 
grossed in a town bargain, or in a matter of un- 
ringed swine, than in the national affairs. The 
great events of the war, the great battles Edge- 
hill, Marston Moor, Naseby are never named ; 
the King's execution is passed over in silence. 
Perhaps one cause of the omissions was prudence ; 
it would not be prudent to write down any words 
which might be wrested by either party, Royalist 
or Parliamentarian, against the town's welfare. 
Self-interest, not enthusiasm, seems to have been 
the keynote of the patriotism of the average burgess 
of Liverpool in the seventeenth century.


