
COMMUNICATIONS

SOME ARMORIAL HOUSE TABLETS 
IN LANCASHIRE

Drawn by W. F. Price, with Notes by J. Paul 
  Rylands and the Artist

I N our previous Notes on Armorial House Tablets 
in Lancashire we described and illustrated two 

heraldic panels at Upholland, both cognizances of 
the House of Stanley.

Reference was then made to another tablet built 
into the wall at the back of " Derby House," Up 
holland, facing into the Old Priory Churchyard, 
which now forms the subject of Fig. 7. It is in 
good preservation (but begrimed with smoke), and 
is uncommon in character, bearing the "Legs of 
Man " within a circle ; the space outside the circle 
being filled up with initials, the date 1633, lwo 
hearts and other designs.

From the date this tablet bears it would appear 
to have been set up in the lifetime of William, sixth 
Earl of Derby, K.G. (who died in the year 1642), 
the father of the " Martyr Earl."

This unfortunate nobleman probably made his 
last visit to Upholland in August 1651, just before 
the disastrous skirmish of Wigan Lane. He had 
landed at Rossal, near Fleetwood, with 300 Manx 
troops, and marched the same night to Weeton. 
Next morning he marched "over Ribble Water 
to Lathom House, staying supper there, after went
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to Holland (Upholland), and from thence took post 
after the King." l

The close association of the House of Stanley 
with the village of Upholland may be traced not 
only in the interesting building called " Derby 
House," with its two heraldic tablets, but also in 
the names of two of its old inns, the "Legs of 
Man " and the " Eagle and Child."

The walls of the latter have at some time shown 
an inclination to fall outwards towards the street, 
and have been braced through with iron stays ; the 
ends of these stays show an ingenious bit of design, 
having been wrought by the smith into the letters 
U p H d .

The initials , o may be intended for James, Lord

Strange, who, in 1627, was summoned to Parliament 
under that title. The house was perhaps even then 
his particular property : in the year 1637 his father 
granted to Lord Strange and his heirs all his lands, 
reserving to himself an annuity of ^"1000 for life. 
The other initials, R.C. and I.C., are probably those 
of the tenant of the house and his wife.

The Isle of Man was granted to John Stanley in 
the year 1403, and the arms of the island appear in 
the second and third grand quarters of the arms of 
his son, Sir Thomas Stanley, Lord Stanley (who 
died in 1459), on his garter-plate at Windsor. The 
Stanleys appear frequently to have used the " Legs 
of Man" alone, much in the same manner as they 
did their recognised badges of the eagle's leg erased 
and the eagle and child.

A walk of about two miles in a northerly direc 
tion from Upholland, along the breezy hill-tops, 
brings the pedestrian to the summit of Ashurst

1 See A Discourse of the War in Lancashire, Chetham Society, 
p. 71. The Manx troops are there alluded to as "Those pore naked 
snakes."
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Beacon, better known among the natives as "The 
Beetle."

Snugly nestled among the trees on the western 
slope of Ashurst Hill lies a farmhouse which now 
occupies the site of the ancient home of the Ash- 
hursts of Ashhurst. The old gateway with its 
guard-rooms and the picturesque columbarium are 
all that now remain of the original buildings, and as 
these have been described and illustrated in Trans. 
Hist. Soc. Lane, and Chesk., vol. 1. p. 101 and vol. 
li. p. 216, we shall only deal here with the armorial 
tablet placed over the arch of the gateway, shown 
in Fig. 8. The weathered condition of this tablet has 
rendered the work of illustration an extremely diffi 
cult one. The motto on the ribbon has weathered 
away, and the initials W. A. and date 1649 are barely 
discernible.

These initials clearly refer to William Ashhurst, 
M.P. for Newton 1642, and for the County 1654, 
who was a major in the Parliamentary Army, but 
subsequently joined the Royalist party. He died 
in 1657.

The arms are: Quarterly, ist and 4th Gules, a 
cross between four fleurs-de-lys Argent, for Ash 
hurst ; 2nd, Argent, three torteaux between two 
bendlets Gules, for Ince; 3rd [Azure ?], a lion ram 
pant [Ermine?] crowned [Or?], for \Gerard?\. 
Crest: A wolf passant proper.

Descending from Ashhurst through wooded lanes 
into the valley of the Douglas River, we reach 
Appley Bridge. Hard by is Finch House, and on 
the adjacent barn may be found a heraldic tablet 
set up by Bishop Dicconson (Fig. 9).

A short description of Finch House is given in 
vol. li. p. 207, Trans. Hist. Soc. Lane, and Chesh. 
The house was probably built by some member of
the Finch family of Wigan ; on one of the old spout p
heads are the initials  . ,, and date 1722. At a
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No. g. TABLET ON BARN AT FINCH 
HOUSE, APPLEY BRIDGE



No. 10. TABLETS AT CROSBY HALL, LANCASHIRE



No. n. SUNDIAL, INCE BLUNDELL

The crest is incised on the west face of the 
gnomon. On the east face is inscribed " 1743 
Sr. Francis Anderton Bart." The Coat of Arms 
is incised on the dial plate with the inscription, 
" Henry Sephton Fecit 1743."
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later date it became the residence of Edward Dic- 
conson, Roman Catholic Bishop of Malla in par- 
tibus infidelium, 1741, and Vicar Apostolic of the 
Northern District, whose initials are carved at the 
top of the panel. He died in 1752, and was buried 
in the parish church of St. Wilfrid, Standish, where 
there is a tablet to his memory.

The arms are those of the Dicconsons of Wright- 
ington, co. Lancaster: Vert, a cross between four 
hinds' heads erased Or. Crest: A hind's head 
erased Or. The mason who cut this panel has 
placed the emblems of a bishop below the shield, 
but was guilty of the inconsistency of adding a 
helm, mantlet, and crest to the bishop's arms.

By the permission of Mr. W. J. Blundell, of 
Crosby Hall, we are able to give a drawing of the 
heraldic panel placed over the principal doorway of 
the Hall. This panel is not dated, but it was prob 
ably set up during the latter half of the eighteenth 
century, at the rebuilding of the west front.

Fig. 10 shows this panel along with an earlier 
and perhaps more interesting one, which may be 
seen on the north wing of the west front of the Hall, 
and evidently belonged to an earlier building.

The initials are those of Richard Blundell (who 
died 1567) and Anne, his wife, daughter of Richard 
Starkie, of Stretton, co. Chester; with the initials 
of their son, William Blundell (born 1560, died 
1638) below. The little shield between Richard 
Blundell's initials appears to bear his arms.

The arms of Blundell of Crosby are : Sable, ten 
billets, 4, 3, 2 and I, Argent. Crest: A demi-lion 
rampant Sable, supporting between his paws a cross 
tau erect Argent.

Although hardly coming within the scope of a 
paper on heraldic house tablets, the sundial at I nee 
Blundell Hall has so much local interest that we 
venture to include it among our illustrations (Fig. 11).
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This dial is on the lawn, and is partially hidden 
by shrubs. It seems probable that it may have 
been brought from Lydiate Hall, one of the resi 
dences of Sir Francis Anderton, when the Anderton 
estates came into the possession of the Blundell 
family. The coat-of-arms of Sir Francis Anderton 
may be found engraved on the dial-plate, and his 
crest on one side of the gnomon. The east face of 
the gnomon is inscribed : 

1743 S* FRANCIS ANDERTON BART

Sir Francis Anderton of Lostock, sixth baronet, 
was the youngest of four brothers, who all succeeded 
.to the baronetcy in turn. He was born in 1680, and 
in 1710 wrongfully assumed the baronetcy in lieu 
of his elder brother, who was a priest; he joined in 
the Stuart rising of 1715, and was convicted of high 
treason, thereby forfeiting his estate of Lostock, of 
which he was in possession as early as 1705, in the 
lifetime of his elder brother James. In 1724 he 
succeeded to the baronetcy, and, having obtained a 
pardon, lived at Lydiate Hall from 1729 until his 
death. In 1708 he married Frances, daughter of 
Sir Henry Bedingfeld, second baronet, but died 
without issue on the i2th February 1760, when 
the baronetcy became extinct. He was buried at 
Halsall.

The arms are : Sable, three shackbolts Argent. 
Crest: A Curlew proper.

The subject of Fig. 12 is a tablet now inserted in 
the wall of the barn at Gidlow Lane Farm, near 
Wigan. It is so begrimed with smoke from the 
neighbouring collieries that it may easily be passed 
over.

When this drawing was made in 1904 the tablet 
was in a fair state of preservation, but has sustained 
some damage.

There can be no doubt that this shield, though
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NEAR WIGAN
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not correctly carved, is that of Ralph Standish of 
Standish, who married Lady Philippa Howard, a 
daughter ,of Henry, sixth Duke of Norfolk. The 
inaccuracy in the arms is in the Howard impale 
ment, which should be, On a bend between six 
cross-crosslets fitchee, an escutcheon charged with 
a demi-lion rampant, pierced through the mouth by 
an arrow, within the royal tressure of Scotland.

Mr. J. M. Ainscough informs us that the same 
arms occur on the stone mantlepiece of the break 
fast-room at Standish Hall.

The Standish family were using this canting coat 
of three silver standing-dishes on a black shield at 
the time of the Visitation of Lancashire in 1533 : in 
earlier times they bore a saltire within a bordure 
engrailed, with which Gilbert de Standish, parson 
of the church of Standish, sealed a deed in 1364, 
and Hugh de Standish another deed in 1381. An 
earlier variety of this coat appears on the seal of 
John de Standish in 1332, viz. a saltire between 
four crosses patonce, with the legend, s' IOIIANNIS
DE STANDISSII.


