AN ACCOUNT OF THE OIL PAINTING
"LIVERPOOL IN 1680"
WITH NOTES ON THE PETERS FAMILY OF
PLATBRIDGE AND LIVERPOOL

By R. Stewart-Brown, M.A.
Read 4th February 1909

PART I
THE PICTURE

'~PHE interest which was aroused at the Historical
-L Exhibition of 1907 by the oil painting, No.
101 in the catalogue, depicting Liverpool about the
year 1680, makes it desirable to collect as much
information as possible regarding the first authentic
view of the town.
The picture is too well known to need any new
description. The exact date of the work and the
name of the artist are unknown, but it has been
generally supposed that it was painted towards the
end of the seventeenth century, and the year 1680
has usually been assigned as approximately its date.
The late E. W. Cox, writing in 1890, says that
the painting was reputed to be by a Dutch artist,
and, whilst criticising the perspective, expressed the
opinion that it was authentic, and that the artist
really inspected the buildings he introduced into his
picture. 1
Mr. John Paris, who has recently restored the
painting, is also of opinion that it was by a Dutch
artist, or some one of their school. This view is
1 Trans, Hist. Soc. of Lanes, and C/ies., vol. vi., N.S., p. 214.
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confirmed by the fact that he found the painting
covered with a preparation of cocoa-nut oil, frequently used by Dutch painters about the end of
the seventeenth century. Mr. Paris agrees that the
picture was probably painted about that date, but is
of opinion that it was a copy, and probably from an
engraving. He advances this view owing to the
stiff and abrupt nature of many of the strokes, especially in the treatment of the sea, which gives him
the impression that the artist was carefully copying
the lines of an engraving. It is possible, of course,
that the picture was painted from the Eyes' engraving of 1766 (to be mentioned later). This engraving,
however, was, as we shall see, undoubtedly itself
taken from an oil painting. And I think, after the
evidence is carefully read, it will appear practically
certain that the painting we now have is the original
one from which the engraving was made.
Mr. Paris points out that part of the right-hand
side of the painting is different from the rest of the
canvas, and bears traces of different treatment, as if
it had been added at a later date. This part includes the Castle, which, there is reason to believe,
did not exist in 1680 in the perfect condition shown
in the picture. The picture bears some traces of
having been cut down, or trimmed round the edges,
and has at some date been relined so that the canvas
is no criterion of its age. There is a small square of
I canvas cut out and restored in the left-hand bottom
corner. Whether this was where the date or name
of the artist was, it is impossible to say.
In my notes to the " Views and Prints " section
in the Historical Exhibition catalogue, I stated that
the city owes the possession of this painting to the
Ralph Peters who was Town Clerk from 1706 to
1742. In this I was wrong, as, although the donor
was called Ralph Peters, he was not the Town Clerk
of that name, and we shall see that it was not until
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long after the Town Clerk was dead, that the picture
passed into the possession of the Corporation. The
error was, not an unnatural one ; 1 and at the time I
wrote my notes, the information now set out was
not known to me, nor, I believe, to any one else.
The picture has always been a well-known one,
though a good deal of confusion has from time to
time arisen over it. In some notes in the Holt
and Gregson MSS. in the Public Library, apparently written by George Perry in the year 1/91, it
is referred to as follows : 2-r"Jiijthe possession of Ralph Peters, Esquire, is
an ancient drawing of the Town and Harbour of
Liverpool taken in the last century, in which, amongst
other curious particulars, is represented the Castle
as it then appeared. One of the objects in it which
is seen at a distance is St. Domingo Beacon, 3 as it
is now called. An engraving copied from this was
published by Mr. Charles Eyes in the year W$0 [szc~\."
The writer of these notes was mistaken, as the
engraving was not done by Charles Eyes, but by
John Eyes, who issued it in 1766, at the price of XA
sixpence.4 A copy~6T this engraving was exhibited
(Print Section, No. 300) in the Historical Exhibition of 1907. The inscription on this plate is
important, as it is the earliest description of the
picture, nearly 150 years ago. It runs :
"The West Prospect of the Town of Liverpool,
as it appeared about the year 1680. | Taken from
a painting in the,BOS§essionLQf Ralph Peters, Esq. | //> &(j
John Eyes,~deliri'."
1 Mr. Cox made the same mistake (loc. tit.).
2 Vol. xix. p. 156.
3 The beacon is clearly shown in the engraving, but does not now
appear in the painting. The sky line is very blurred at this point,
and the beacon has probably vanished in the various cleanings
undergone by the picture during its existence.
4 Holt and Gregson MSS., vol. xxiv. p. 371. The catalogue of the
Hist. Soc. Library, 1876, gives the date as 1756, and as if the inscription bore it.
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The engraving was also issued without Eyes'
name on it.
A
J._Wallace, the anonymous writer of " A General
anoDescriptive History of Liverpool" (1795), was
well acquainted with the picture, which he~considers
an important one. He describes it at some length
in his book, where he refers to it as in the possession of Ralph Peters, Esq., and that it was " supposed to have been done at the partial [?] request
of some particular person ; for, had it been by order
of the Corporation, it would undoubtedly not have
been private property." 1
Wallace's description of the picture (which he
dates 1680) is now upwards of 100 years old, and
is worth quoting :
" This painting, being perspective, there is no
scale to determine extent, notwithstanding which,
it may give some small idea of the limits of the
town about the time before mentioned.
" The station of the observer is plainly on the
river to the northward of Water-street, from whence
the whole extent of the town, from north to south,
appears at one view. On the northern extremity
is a small fort ... to contain eight guns, and to be
placed at the mouth of the river. This fort almost
immediately connects with the stone wall of the
old churchyard, or north-west parapet of that cemetery, which was at that time almost close to the
water.
This perspective confirms the church
record, that the wall of the present churchyard and
all the land to the westward thereof has been gained
from the Mersey ; the same painting also shews,
that the parapet, westward of the Derby tower, was
then at the extremity of Water-street, and butted
on the river ; therefore all the ground now between
the water and the old site of that parapet wall must
have been also gained on the river. This wall at
1 See pp. 47, 48.
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that time appears to have been on a line with that
of the churchyard, which determines how far westward the inclosed fortified walls of the tower extended. The turrets of this building appear to have
been then embattled, though they have now only
a common coping, one only excepted. The whole
line of the old parapet in this perspective does not
show a single embrasure, nor does the south-west
angle form any bastion, though it is said in the
memoirs to have been originally built for defence:
it may therefore be concluded that no danger, at
the time this view was taken, was apprehended
from any attacks by water.
"The old custom house, which then stood at the
south side of Water-street, opposite to this tower,
had the principal front facing the river to the west,
and covered the ground from thence southward, to
the old ropery ; but this building appears to have
been erected some little distance from the river, no
doubt for the convenience of admitting a small quay
for the purpose of landing goods, no docks at this
time having been made; this is all that can be
gathered from the terrestrial line of the perspective.
The bird-view gives some idea of the castle, which
appears to have been built much upon the plan of
others, about the same period ; it had an embattled
round tower at each angle, and seems to have been
sufficiently formidable to the attacks of the archery,
or other military implements of ancient times, but
deficient in principle and strength of any resistance
to regular artillery; the two northern towers were
at this time much impaired ; no buildings are seen
to the south, and there was probably nothing but
open ground, quite down to the pool, which filled
the place where the old dock is now made. This
perspective also gives you a view of a building,
which was the market or town-house, common in
these kingdoms ; the attic only is seen', below it
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might have been supported with pillars, as is usual
with these erections, which are generally designed
to accommodate market people, and might be also
convenient for transacting little matters of commerce
with the few traders of that time. It appears to
have been erected to the southward of the present
exchange; the attic apartments are seen to contain
seven windows on the west front, and as the building is said to have been triangular, the other two
sides doubtless contained the same number; over
this was a square lantern or turret, which had one
window on each side, perhaps used as a look-out
for the arrival of vessels; on the top of this lantern
was a vane."
In 1813, a correspondent of the Gentlemans
Magazine forwarded to the Editor a copy of Eyes'
engraving, which was reproduced in the Magazine^
This was followed by a letter to " Mr.
Urban " from Matthew Gregson, 2 in which he says,
" The original painting, of which you have given us
a copy, is of very ancient date, and now in the possession of a gentleman in our neighbourhood, where
I lately saw it."
Smithers in his History of Liverpool (1825) refers 3 to the print in the Gentleman s Magazine, and
states, " There was an ancient painting of the town,
without a date, bysome unknown artist, as it appeared
in 1680, in the possession of the late Mr. Ralph
Peters, and an engraving thereof was executed from
a drawing made by Mr. John Eyes."
The picture is also fully described in the various
editions of " The Stranger in Liverpool," where
it is called " an old painting which represents the
town as it appeared in 1680." 4
1 1813, part 2, pp. 537-8.
2 1814, part i, p. 39. The draft of this letter, in Gregson's writing,
is in vol. v. Holt and Gregson MSS., p. in.
3 See pages 19 and 336.
4 Edition 1829, p. 52.
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In Mr. Underbill's manuscript " History of Liverpool" (circa 1830) the following note upon the
picture is- made. It is interesting in that he points
out how the common error in dating the picture
1650 arose, and also as indicating that there was
another oil painting very similar to the one we are
dealing with; and further that, about 1830, when
he wrote his account of it, the picture now in the
possession of the Corporation seems to have borne
the date 1680. If so, this is now invisible:
" I have annexed a view of the Town from
an old painting (without date) in the posses- rce i
sion of G. Crump, Esquire, which was published
with the date of 1650 in Troughton's History of
Liverpool, but this is evidently incorrect, as the
Town Hall at the top of Water Street, which
was built in 1674, appears in the view. There
is another painting (which was in the posses- ^
sion of the late Ralph Peters, Esq7]7 which has ^- /
the date 1680 to it, and which is very little (if
any) different to the former." 1
I have been unable to find the view of the Crump
picture with the Underhill MSS., many leaves of
which are broken and lost. Perhaps Underhill was
only expressing his intention of publishing it. If it
is true that there was another painting like the one
now in discussion, it would be most interesting to
discover it. Probably "G. Crump" was George ^
Crump, attorney, of Seacombe, and Old Churchyard, Liverpool, a partner about the date of Underbill's MSS. in the firms of John and George Crump,
and Crump and Hassall. It is possible, however,
that Underhill has confused the Peters' painting
with Eyes' engraving of it. An examination of
Matthew Gregson's copy of Troughton's History
(now in the Public Library), and of other copies of
Troughton, does not support his statement. Greg1 Underbill MSS., vol. vii. loose sheet F.
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son's copy of Troughton contains two woodcuts of
Liverpool in 1650. One constitutes the frontispiece,
and is dedicated : " To Richard Statham, This View
of Liverpool as it appeared in 1650 (copied from a
curious old print)." There is no reference to a painting, or to G. Crump. The print was, no doubt,
Eyes' engraving of the Peters' picture published in
1766. Underneath the woodcut, Gregson has made
the following note in pencil : " Charles Eyes'grandfather's plate of this is now (1820) in the hands of
Mr. Whittingham, Temple Lane, an apprentice to
Peel, engraver." I find John Peel was an engraver
and copper-plate printer at that date, with a shop in
Slater's Court, Castle Street, and " Mr. Whittingham " is no doubt the " T. Whittingham of Castle
Street," who published a now somewhat scarce print
of the 1680 view, a copy of which was shown (No.
301) at the Historical Exhibition. This engraving
has a key below it to the various points of interest
shown in the view, and Whittingham apparently
used Eyes' plate for it, with the addition of the key.
The second woodcut in Troughton is at page 66
of Gregson's copy, and also appears in another copy
of Troughton's History in the Public Library, which
bears the latter's own name on the title-page. 1 It
is smaller and slightly less elaborate, and the dedication is different : " To Richard Statham, Esq.,
Town Clerk, This View of Liverpool as it appeared
in 1650. From a painting in the possession of
Ralph Peters, Esq." This woodcut was drawn by
J. Pennington, and probably engraved by Hole.
The writer of " The Picture of Liverpool" (1831
ed., p. 19) prefaces a quotation from J. Wallace's
description of the painting 2 by saying, " Whether
1 This title-page also bears the name of Kelly, a printer of a date
considerably after the date of publication (1810). No doubt it was
specially printed.
2 Ante, p. 38.
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this picture be still in existence we know not, but
as we have not access to it, we shall take the liberty
of inserting the writer's description of this rare
document."
Baines, in the first edition of his " History of
Lancashire" (1836), gives a cut of the view, and remarks : "When William III. and his royal suite
visited this place [Liverpool] 1 two years after he
ascended the throne of England, the town exhibited
an aspect from the Mersey which is delineated by a
painter of some repute in a picture of which the
following sketch conveys a tolerable outline." 2 We
are left in doubt whether or not he ever knew the
painter's name.
Although it was known that the picture was presented to the Corporation by one Ralph Peters, the
exact date of the gift was not discovered until recently, when Mr. James Touzeau, who has charge
of the Corporation Records, while searching in the
Council books, found the following entry :
" Council ytk October 1818.
" The Mayor having produced to this Council a
letter from Ralph Peters, Esquire, requesting the
acceptance by the Council of an ancient picture of
the Town in 1680, from which several prints had
been taken,
"RESOLVED that the thanks of this Council be
presented to Mr. Peters for his presentation of the
picture, and that the Mayor be requested to communicate the same to him."
Council Books, vol. xiv. p. 703.
This entry, it will be seen, contains a definite
statement, for what it is worth, by the donor that
1 If he ever did?
2 Vol. iv. p. 186. The woodcut appears in the second edition (1870),
vol. ii. p. 307, and in the third edition (1893), vol. v. p. 129, but the
passage given above is omitted.
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the date of the picture was 1680. Following upon
this gift, the picture was probably placed in the
Town Hall, but for many years it seems to have
been lost sight of. Herdman in his first (lithograph)
series of " Pictorial Relics of Ancient Liverpool"
(1843-56) reproduces the view, and says he took
it from a rare etching (no doubt Eyes'), but he
seems subsequently to have found out the original,
as in his autotype series (1878) he refers to it as
then being in the Town Hall. Sir James Picton
apparently was not aware of the painting, but only
of the engraving. 1 All this mystery was probably
due to the fact that the picture was hung in a room
not open to the general public. It was exhibited at
the Town Hall on the visit to Liverpool of the
British Archaeological Association in August 1887.
In recent years it was assumed by some inquirers
that the painting had been destroyed by the fire
in the Town Hall in 1795, but happily, of course,
this was not the case, and when the collection of
prints and pictures for the recent Historical Exhibition was going on, Mr. Robert Gladstone, jun.,
discovered that the picture was hanging in the
housekeeper's room at the Town Hall.
After the conclusion of the Exhibition, as it seemed
desirable that a more prominent situation should be
found for the picture, representations were made by
the writer to the Lord Mayor, and also by others to
the Council, and, as a result of the general interest
taken in the matter, the picture has been placed in
the Gallery of Local History and Archaeology at the
Public Museum, after being cleaned by Mr. Paris,
as already mentioned. A label has been placed
below it calling the picture "Supposed View of
Liverpool in 1680." The doubt suggested presumably only refers to the date.
1 See "Memorials" (1875), vol. ii, p. 84.

RALPH PETERS
TOWN CLERK OF LIVERPOOL, 1706-1742
Reproduced by permission of General H. B. PETERS from the original
painting in his possession
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PART II
THE PETERS FAMILY

Turning now to the identity of Ralph Peters,
the donor of the painting, I have, whilst endeavouring to settle the point, collected a good
deal of information relating to the Peters family,
and, in view of their long and honourable connection with Liverpool, it may be of interest to place
the facts permanently on record.
The name of Peters is first mentioned in Liverpool, so far as I have been able to ascertain, in
proceedings concerning the Castle, and this fact
may have some bearing upon the possession by
the family of a painting in which the Castle forms
such a prominent object.
After the passing of the Test Acts, Caryl, Lord
Molyneux, the hereditary Constable of the Castle
of Liverpool, was accused of recusancy, and, as
this was a disqualification for office, he seems to
have been forced to take advantage of his power
(contained in the original grant of the Constableship to his family) to appoint a deputy, and to
depute the Constableship to one Richard Leigh,
Esquire, who was to execute and enjoy it until
Lord Molyneux should take the oath of allegiance
and supremacy, subscribe the declaration, and jreceive the sacrament, or until he should appoint
another person according to law. 1
After the Revolution of 1688, letters patent dated
24th December 1692 were issued, purporting to
grant the Constableship to Lord Gerard of Brandon
1 Deed, dated 2oth May 1673, in Croxteth Register.
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(afterwards Earl of Macclesfield) during the pleasure of the Crown, upon the grounds that Lord
Molyneux was incapacitated to hold that office on
account of his Popish recusancy. The Corporation
were at this time anxious to obtain possession of
the site of the Castle, and from 1694 on to 1700
there were negotiations with Lord Macclesfield
upon the subject, with the result that, in January
1700, they obtained from him an annual lease of
the site.1
Caryl, Lord Molyneux, had died in February
1698-9, and his son William was not disposed to
give up the hereditary office of Constable and its
attendant fees without a struggle. At the instance,
however, of a private prosecutor, he was convicted
of recusancy under the statute 3 James I., which
rendered a Popish convict disabled from being a
governor of any castle in the realm. In consequence, no doubt, of this conviction, he, like his
father, executed transfers of the Constableship, and
it is in one of these transfers that we get the first
mention of Ralph Peters. By deed, dated 26th
April i yoo, 2 Lord Molyneux purported to grant
the office of Constable, together with the site of
the Castle itself (to which he laid claim) to "Ralph
Peters, Gentleman," for the life of one William
Farrington, and by a subsequent deed of the loth
February I7oo, 3 he similarly granted to Peters
the office of Deputy Constable. I have not, so
far, seen these two deeds, but a natural conclusion
from what is stated above would be that at this
time Peters was acting as Lord Molyneux1 s lawyer,
and assisting him to obtain possession of the Castle
from Lord Macclesfield. From a reference, however, in the " Norris Papers" (to be mentioned
1 " Municipal Records" (Picton).
* Croxteth Register.
3 Ibid. (The date may be old style.)
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later), and for other reasons, I am inclined to think
that Peters held at this time a position under the
Town Clerk of Liverpool.
Lord Macclesfield died in November 1701, and a
deed* was at once executed by Peters, transferring
the office of Constable to William Farrington for
life. Farrington proceeded to make entry into the
Castle on behalf of Lord Molyneux, but subsequently transferred the office back to him. 2
At this time negotiations were on foot for
appointing Lord Rivers to the office, but it is
doubtful whether they were ever successful, and
they were, at any rate, strongly opposed by Lord
Molyneux. On the 3Oth March 1703, a petition
of the Mayor and burgesses for a lease of the site
of the Castle was presented, and was met by a
counter petition by Lord Molyneux, claiming as
Constable, and the latter also applied for a reversal
of his conviction for recusancy. In 1704 a report
was made to the Crown by Lord Gower upon
Lord Molyneux's claim to the Castle ("which had
long been demolished and there remained but a
ruinous tower"), to the effect that the right to the
Constableship, so long as Lord Molyneux's conviction for recusancy was in force, and also the
absolute right to the site of the Castle, belonged
to the Queen, but that if the Crown did not sell the
site, Lord Molyneux's heirs, if legally qualified for
the Queen's service, would still be entitled to the
hereditary office and its fees. As a result of this
report, the Queen granted a lease of the site to
the town for fifty years at a rent of £6, 133. 4d.,
which, it may be noted, is the exact sum to which
the Constable was entitled by virtue of his office.
That Lord Molyneux, and not Lord Rivers, was
the Constable appears from this lease by a direction
1 Croxteth Register.
2 Ibid.
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to the former, as Constable, to conform to its
provisions. The further history of the Castle and
its demolition does not, except incidentally, concern
us, and will, I hope, be dealt with by another
writer at an early date.
If I am right in thinking that at the commencement of the eighteenth century Peters was in the
service of the Corporation, one might expect to
find references to the fact in the Municipal Records.
There is no such reference prior to 1703, but his
name is mentioned in the " Norris Papers" in a
way which leads me to think he was engaged on
behalf of the town at an earlier date. In a letter
dated i/j-th November 1700, Sir Thomas Johnson
writes from London to Mr. Richard Norris with
reference to Corporation business (the nature of
which is not very clear). He goes on to say:
" Ralph Peters was (as well as the Sheriff) too
busy; they had no power to take the Corporation's
goods or effects. The Collectors had best get the
money paid will prevent a great deal of trouble
and charge." 1 I take it that this letter refers to
the trial and verdict in favour of the cheesemongers
of London for dues illegally levied by Liverpool.
1 think " they" refers to the successful cheesemongers, though of course it might refer to Peters
and the Sheriff. But my suggestion is that Ralph
Peters was then in London looking after the
interests of the Corporation from a legal point of
view. However this may be, it is quite clear that
on the 14th October 1703 Peters was in the Town
Clerk's office, and prepared some legal documents
to be served upon two of the Council who refused
to act. 2
Before proceeding further, it will be best to state
at once who RALPH PETERS was. His family are
said to be descended from the same stock as the
1 " Chatham Soc.," vol. ix. O.S.

2 Council Books.
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present Lord Petre, and to have come from Cornwall, and settled at or near Platbridge, Wigan,
early in the seventeenth century.
1 have not
personally looked into the history of the family
prior to 1700, because the present head of the
family, Thomas Entwisle Peters, Esq., of Farringdon, Exeter, tells me he is having some inquiries
made on his own account. 1 As the matter stands
at present, the descent in Lancashire, taken from
documents in his possession, but not yet proved,
starts with a William Peters or Peterson of Hindley.'2
His son was Peter Williams or Williamson, and
according to Mr. T. E. Peters he was born prior to
1605. I find, however, in the Wigan Parish Church
Registers, the baptism, on igth February 1625, of
" Peter Williamson, son of William of Hindley,"
and I take it this is the same person.
Peter
Williamson died about 1670, leaving issue two sons,
William and Matthew Peters.
In the Commonwealth Church Survey of Hindley
in i65O, 3 the Commissioners, in reporting Hindley
Chapel as fit to be made a parish church, mention
that two houses in I nee are nearer to the chapel
than to any other church, and ought therefore to be
included in the parish. The owners of these houses
were Henry Greene and "Peter Willmson," the
latter probably the son of William Peters above
mentioned.
William, the eldest son, was born in 1626, and,
according to Mr. T. E. Peters, married Margaret,
daughter of William Rycroft. She died in 1684,
he died in 1690, leaving issue a son Peter, and a
daughter Agnes. Probably this William Peters is
1 For the same reason I have not always gone to the expense of
obtaining strict genealogical proof, but I believe all the dates and
facts I am responsible for are correct.
* I find a "Ralph Peters of Golborn" mentioned as bondsman in
1620-21, " Chester Marriage Licenses," vol. ii.
3 " L. and C. Record Soc.," vol. i. p. 61.
D
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the same as " William Peters of Hindley, yeoman,"
whose will was proved at Chester in 1692. This
will refers to his children Peter and Agnes, but
mentions his " late wife" Joan and six step-children
called Peterson.
Peter Peters became a dissenting minister at
Leeds; married Mary, sister of Richard Wilson,
Recorder of Leeds; and by his will in 1705 left
his property, after his wife's death, to his cousin
Ralph Peters, the subject of our inquiries.
Matthew Peters, brother of William, was born
about 1640, and died about 1683-84. He had
several children, amongst others (i) RALPH, whom
I shall call RALPH PETERS I. ; (2) William, d.s.p.;
(3) Richard, who is said to have been in Holy
Orders ; and (4) a daughter Ellen.
RALPH PETERS I. was born on 5th August 1675,
at Hindley. He married Esther Preeson, daughter
of Alderman Preeson, no doubt the Mayor of Liverpool in 1696. She seems to have predeceased her
husband, as she is not mentioned in his will. 1
Ralph Peters I. was educated as an attorney,
and, whatever may have been the exact date when
he first entered the service of the Corporation, it
is clear that he very soon took upon his shoulders
the burden of most of the work of the Town Clerk,
Mr. Sandiford, who seems to have been a very
unsatisfactory person, neglectful of many of his
duties, 2 and doubtless not at all averse to letting
Peters perform them.
I have referred to Peters' early connection with
the site of the Castle. After the successful opposition of the Corporation to the claim set up to
it by Lord Molyneux, Peters was engaged in the
years 1706 and 1707 in turning out the reluctant
1 The "Esther Peters" whose will was proved at Chester 24th
February 1745 by her sister "Maria Eleena" (sic) was a daughter.
Witnesses: J. Colquitt, Margery Goore, Elizabeth Boys.
* In particular, the keeping of proper records.
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squatters who occupied what was left of the Castle
buildings, and some of the more persistent ones
brought actions against him, for which he claimed,
and successfully obtained, indemnity from the Corporation.
On the 25th March 1707, Peters was disfranchised
on his own petition. This shows that he had been
either the son of a Freeman, or had served his
apprenticeship to one probably the latter.
Mr.
Sandiford's irregularities had by this time become
too flagrant to be overlooked; he was dismissed
from the post of Town Clerk, and on the 2Oth
August 1707 Peters was appointed in his place, and
also elected as one of the Council. Under the
system of fees then in vogue, the new Town Clerk
was required to pay to his predecessor ^"40 per
annum for life, and 100 guineas to his representatives
within three months of his death.
Ralph Peters I. held the post of Town Clerk
for the long period of thirty-six years, during which
time he witnessed an extraordinary development of
the town ; and he was personally engaged in many
interesting phases of its history. The municipal
records are naturally full of reference to his work.
One of the earliest matters which engaged his
attention was obtaining the Act authorising the
building of Liverpool's first dock, and he was appointed Clerk to the new body of Dock Trustees.
Another piece of work in which he was prominent
was in getting a new charter in 1709 from Queen
Anne for the holding of an additional market and
fair. It is recorded that he personally brought
down from London the Commission of Inquiry ;
and in June 1709, the new Charter, after being
brought as far as Warrington by coachmen of that
town, was fetched thence by Mr. Bailiff Wainwright
and Ralph Peters, and accompanied into the town
by the Mayor and Aldermen ; the streets down
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which they passed being lined with a regiment of
soldiers, then waiting in Liverpool on their way to
Ireland.
It had been customary to require persons applying for admission as Freeman to take the oaths
of supremacy and allegiance, but in 1712 the
question was raised as to the legality of this, and
Peters was one of four lawyers whose opinions
were taken by the Corporation. They advised
that there was no power to insist, and the practice
was abandoned. 1
As might be expected, Peters appears among the
list of first subscribers in 1709 to the erection of the
Bluecoat Hospital, and in 1741, shortly before his
death, he was one of the trustees of the school,
together with his friends Foster Cunliffe, Bryan
Blundell, and John Entwisle.
Ralph Peters I. attended the Parish Church of
St. Nicholas, and in 1718 he and Alderman Thomas
Coore applied to the vestry to have seats assigned
to them. Peters applied for a vacant place at the
north end of the chapel, but the vestry contended
that as the chancel (unlike the " out isle " which
was vested in Sir Thomas Johnson, Madam Willis,
and others) belonged to the parish, any seats
erected there should be for the common use of the
parishioners. Coore and Peters therefore applied
to Chancellor Wainwright, who issued a decree
from Chester on i6th December 1718. He constituted the Mayor, Bailiffs, Common Council,
Rectors, and Wardens as commissioners to assign
the seats not legally claimed or appropriated, to
such parishioners as they thought fit, respect being
had to their estates, qualities, and conditions. But
the Chancellor directed that such persons as had
regularly applied to him for seats should, so far as
convenient, be first accommodated.
1 Picton's "Records," ii. 196.
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Presumably Peters got his seats. His fellowapplicant Coore built a seat "on the north side of
the chancel next under the stairs at the east end
of the new isle," and in 1720 the Vestry declared
it to be the property of the Rectors for ever. 1
There are several references to Ralph Peters I.
in " Nicholas Blundell's Diary " 2 which show he
occasionally acted for the Squire of Little Crosby.
1702, Dec. 7. I went after dinner to Liverp: . . . Coming
home I met Mr. Peelers on ye sands he told
me that ye Great Crosby Men refused to
Appear or Answer to ye Court called then by
him.
1711, Mch. 3. Ra: Peters pay'd me ^5 from Mr. Wilding 'tis
put out to Interest for ye Poore of Little
Crosby.
1725, Apl. 17. I gave Mr. Peters a glass of wine at ye George
and discoursed him concerning Skinner Davy.
Apl. 24. I tried Skinner Davy before Mr. Goodwin the
Maior of Lever: for detracting me and saying
severall scurrelous things of me. Mr. Peters
was my attorney.

The Peters family resided both at Platbridge
and at Liverpool. The Town Clerk had a house in
Castle Street, and later in John Street, and we find
that he was assessed to land tax in 1705 and poor
rate in 1708 for the Castle Street property (part of
which was tenanted by Robert Sherwin, Mr. Fowles,
and John Murray), also for a house in Fenwick
Street and lands in the Townfield. 3
The burial of Ralph Peters of John Street, Town
Clerk, is recorded in the Registers of St. Nicholas'
Church on gth December 1742, and on the i6th
of that month his death was reported to the Council,
1 MS. book at the Athenaeum, probably written by John Jones,
librarian there.
2 Gibson, 1895. See also references in 1720, 1721, 1722, 1723, 1724.
* For details of all these entries, see " Liverpool in the Reign
of Queen Anne," by H. Peet, F.S.A., in vol. xxiii. Trims. Hist. Soc.
of Lanes, and Cheshire, and separately published by Young (Liverpool, 1908).
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Francis Gildart being appointed Town Clerk in his
stead. His will was proved at Chester on the 2ist
February 1742-3. After reciting that he intended
no further provision for his eldest (sic} son William
Peters, in view of a settlement made upon his
marriage, the testator devised his estates to his
friends Bryan Blundell the elder of Liverpool, and
James Crosbie of Liverpool, Merchant, upon trust
to pay .£200 to his younger (sic) son Richard, the
surplus to go to his daughters, Hannah 1 (wife of
William Statham), Maria Helena, and Esther 2
equally. The executors were the three daughters,
Blundell and Crosbie. The will was witnessed by
Foster Cunliffe, John Hughes, John Entwisle, and
Thonias Starkie.
The younger son, RICHARD PETERS, educated at
Westminster School and Leyden, became a Freeman of Liverpool on the i6th October 1729, entered Wadham College, Oxford, in 1731, age 20,
took Holy Orders, and was for a time Rector of
Christ Church and St. Peter, Philadelphia, U.S.A.
He subsequently acted as Secretary of the Land
Office (Phila.) for 25 years. In 1749 he represented
Philadelphia as Councillor, and seems to have resumed clerical work, as in 1762 he was Rector of
the United Churches of Philadelphia. The University of Oxford conferred a D.D. on him in
1770. He was one of the founders, with Benjamin
Franklin, of the Public Academy (subsequently the
College) of Philadelphia.
His wife was a Miss
Stanley, and their only child, a daughter Grace,
died an infant. The Rev. Richard Peters died on
loth July 1776, and was buried at Christchurch,
Philadelphia.
The elder son, WILLIAM PETERS, was born in
September and baptized 2nd October 1702 at St.
1 Born 22nd June, baptized 4th July 1715, St. Nicholas' Church.
3 See note, p. 50, ante.

THE REV. RICHARD PETERS
Reproduced by permission of General II. B. PBTERS from the original
painting in his possession
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Nicholas' Church, Liverpool. He married (first)
Elizabeth Bayley, and took up the freedom of
Liverpool the day before his brother. He was a
solicitor, and must be the "William Peters, attorney," who appears in " An Exact List" of the
burgesses who polled at the election of 1734.* The
name of the Reverend Richard Peters also appears.
William Peters resided in Chapel Street, Liverpool,
and at the family home at Platbridge. He had
several children by his first wife. I find the following in the Registers of St. Nicholas' Church :
(1) Ralph, of whom presently.
(2) James, b. i6th Aug. bapt. 5th Sept. 1733.
(3) Frances, b. gth Feb. bapt. 3rd March
1 734-5(4) William, bapt. 2nd March 1735-6.
His wife died prior to 1740, and William Peters
then went to Philadelphia on a visit to his brother.
He there married, in 1741, Mary Brientnall, of
Philadelphia, who predeceased him in England.
Peters practised as an attorney in Chester County,
which he represented in the Pennsylvania Legislature. He became Registrar of the Admiralty
Court and Judge of the Court of Common Pleas.
Portraits of him, his second wife, and his brother
Richard are in the Academy of Fine Arts, Philadelphia. He was the builder of the famous Belmont
House. By his second wife he had three children,
Richard, Thomas, and Mary. The first, born in
1744, became Commissioner of the Board of War
1777-81, and was a member of Congress. Washington appointed him U.S. District Judge for
Pennsylvania. From him, his brother, and sister
are descended numerous issue: full particulars are
recorded in " Richard Peters, his Ancestors and
1 Poll Book No. i, at the Athenaeum Library.
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Descendants," by Nellie Peters Black (Atlanta,
U.S.A., 1904), from which I have taken many of
the details here given of the American branch of
the family.
William Peters returned to England, and died
on the 8th September 1789 at Knutsford. 1 He
was buried on the I2th September at Hindley.
Under his will his estates in England and America
passed to his English and American children respectively.
RALPH PETERS II., of Platbridge, eldest son of
William by his first wife, was born yth October,
and baptized 25th October 1728 at St. Nicholas'
Church, Liverpool. He became a barrister-at-law,
and in September 1757 was recommended by the
Council for appointment as Deputy Recorder of
Liverpool. This was an office newly created in
1752 by the charter of George II., which gave a
convenient power to the Recorder to appoint a
sufficient Deputy in his absence or indisposition.
Mr. Peters was in point of form chosen by the
Recorder (then Owen Salusbury Brereton), and on
the 14th July 1758 his formal appointment was
agreed to, whilst later in the same year he was
appointed Town's Bailiff.
He also became a
Councillor, but resigned that office in 1783. He
was enrolled a Freeman on 6th October 1757.
Much of the work of the aged Recorder must have
fallen to the Deputy, and on the former's resignation
in 1797, Peters, though himself 68 years old, desired to be continued in the office of Deputy to the
new Recorder, Francis Hargrave.
The Deputy Recorder was a man of very high
standing in his profession, and was consulted on
many important occasions by the Town Council
and others.
We find him in 1774 instructed to
1 Gent. Mag., p. 955.
igth September 1789.

Liverpool and Lancaster Weekly Herald,
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draw up rules and orders for a Committee of Commerce or Trade formed about that time in the
Council. In the same year he was engaged in
the litigation with John Jordan, who claimed the
rights of the late Sir Cleave Moore to supply the
town with water. In 1777 it was left to him to secure
a sum of money which had been collected for an
unfortunate woman named Mary Clarke, who had
been ducked in the dock by rioters, and thrown
into convulsions, whereby her life was endangered.
Another instance of the confidence felt in him
is found in 1791, when a dispute between the local
authorities of Wavertree and Allerton regarding the
repair of Rose Lane, Mossley Hill, was left for him
to decide as sole arbitrator. 1 The Bluecoat School \^/
Trustees in 1797 took his opinion and advice with '\i
regard to modifications in their constitution. To
him during his life fell the task of distributing the
income of a sum of money left by his aunt, Elizabeth
Cain, in 1778 for the benefit of widows and orphans
of poor sailors in Liverpool. The money remained
in his hands until he died, after which the charity
was administered by the Rectors of Liverpool. 2
He was also the founder and a trustee of the
Sunday Schools established in 1785 in his own
parish of Hindley, 3 and it is more than likely he took
part in the effort, made in 1784, to organise similar
schools in Liverpool.
The Deputy Recorder resided in John Street
for some years, and subsequently at 14 Fleet
Street, Liverpool.
He was apparently a man of
small stature, as, when in the election of 1761, he
ranged himself on the side of Sir Ellis Cunliffe
and Charles Pole, the old members for Liverpool,
against Sir William Meredith, he is thus referred
1 Wavertree Records, Municipal Office.
2 Report of Commissioners on Lancashire Charities, p. 882-[io6].
3 See Richard Mathers1 Memorandum Book in " Lanes, and Ches.
Historical Notes," 1879, vol. i. pp. 60 and 364.

58

An Accoiint of the Oil Painting

to in a squib issued by the Meredith party, rudely
recounting those who were claimed by Sir Ellis
as his supporters :
" I've Blundells, and Brookses, Knight, Tarleton, and Pownal,
Done, Rigby, James Gildart and great Lawyer Brownel,
John Howard, the Traffords, the Crosbies and Goore,
Little Ralph, Nicky Ashton, and twenty fools more." 1

In the Binns collection 2 is preserved an original
contract bearing the Deputy Recorder's signature,
under which he purchased, in October 1763, at an
auction in the " Golden Lion," Dale Street, Liverpool, six houses belonging to Ralph Earle. The property was Crosse leasehold, and three of the houses
were on the north side of Frog Lane, and three on
the east side of Peter Street. The price, ^250,
throws a light on the value of property at this
date.
On the 6th January 1802, Ralph Peters II. resigned his post, having held it for forty-four years.
On 12th July 1807 he died, aged seventy-eight, at
Platbridge, and was buried at All Saints', Hindley
(M.I.). His will, dated I5th November 1801, was
proved at Doctors' Commons.
In St. Nicholas' Church, Liverpool, on a monumental slab of the Hurst family, the death is recorded on the 1 8th January 1764, at the age of
thirty-five, of Margaret, " the very affectionate wife
of Ralph Peters, Esquire " (and daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Hurst), "who in fervency of devotion to
her Maker and pathetic feelings for her fellow
creatures perhaps few exceeded." The register
shows she was buried on the 22nd January, and
that this Ralph Peters lived in Old Hall Street.
Unless this was a first wife of the Deputy Recorder,
I cannot account for the lady. The Register of
1 " Picton's Memorials," vol. ii. p. 230.
2 Vol. ix., fol. 5o« (in the Public Library, Liverpool).
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St. Peter's Church, Liverpool, records the marriage
by license on the i8th March 1765 of Ralph Peters
to Elizabeth Entwisle, who was a daughter of John
Entwisle, merchant, of Liverpool. 1 His ancestors
for at least two generations had been closely connected with the town, both his grandfather and
father in turn occupying the office of Recorder.
John Entwisle of Foxholes (b. about 1633), "one
of the most ancient masters of the Outer Bar,"
son of Richard Entwisle, was a barrister who
succeeded John Lightbourne in 1662 as Recorder
of Liverpool, a post he held for forty-seven years.
He was a J.P. for the county, and upon the
Restoration he twice proclaimed Charles II. from
the Market Cross at Ormskirk. In 1709 he resigned the Recordership from old age, and, following
a broad hint given in his letter of resignation, 2 the
Council appointed his second son, Berlin Entwisle,
Recorder in his stead.
Berlin was a barrister of the Middle Temple
(1678), and a J.P. Lancashire (1691), and already
held the important post of Vice-Chancellor of the
Duchy of Lancaster. 3 He resided at Wigan and
also in Liverpool. He married Clarissa, daughter
of John Chorley, of Ormskirk, who was grandson
of Leonard Chorley, an earlier Recorder of Liverpool,4 and possibly the same person as John Chorley,
Mayor of Liverpool, 1678. Berlin Entwisle had
a numerous family, including several sons, whose
issue, however, all died out, leaving John Markland,
the grandson of his daughter Ellen, to take the
family name and arms in 1789 on the failure of
the issue of his brother Richard.
1 The date of this marriage, as given in the American account of
the family (see p. 55), is January 14, 1761, but no place is given.
z See a paper by Mr. James Bromley on " Heraldry of Ormskirk
Church," vol. xxii., N.S., Hist. Soc. of Lane, and Cheshire, p. 68. John
Entwisle was not Town Clerk, as stated by Mr. Bromley.
:! Official Lists of Duchy, by Williams, 1901.
4 See Appendix B.
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John Entwisle, merchant of Liverpool, was one
of the sons of Bertin, and, although he was in his
way quite a prominent person, the pedigrees of the
Entwisles practically ignore him, and simply state
his sons all died unmarried. Some facts about the
family may therefore not be unwelcome.
The
Register of Apprentices in the Municipal Offices
show that on i7th November 1708, he was apprenticed for seven years to Alderman John Cleiveland
(d. 1716, Mayor 1703, and sometime M.P. for
Liverpool), under whom, no doubt, he received the
business training which made him a successful
merchant. He became a man of wide interests.
Both as merchant and shipowner, we find him
taking part in many of the ventures which the
rapid development of Liverpool at this date encouraged. His ships shared in the lucrative trade
to and from the West Indies. He was a partner
with Messrs. Goore & Bulkeley in fitting out the
first vessel to engage in the Greenland Whale
Fishery.1 He was in partnership with Mr. Seele
in a sugar-house in John Street, and with others
in a brewery on the south side of Dale Street. 2
Besides this, he owned considerable house property
in Liverpool, including "two large orchards or
gardens and a summer-house " fronting on to Water
Street and "Phenix" Street. It was through this
property that Chorley Street was driven about 1725,
the street no doubt being called after his mother's
maiden name. 3
John Entwisle acted as a Warden of St. Nicholas'
in 1731. He married Frances, daughter of Richard
Houghton, merchant of Liverpool (d. 1712), by
whom he had eight children. The eldest son and
heir was Bertie (sic\ born 1733, of whom presently.
1 Corner Williams, " Privateers," pp. 81-2.
4 Vide his will, proved Chester, 1765.
3 See Appendix C.
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The other sons were Richard, a sailor, John of
Manchester, and William of Antigua, all of whom
died unmarried. Turning to his daughters, two,
Ellen and Frances, also died unmarried. Dorothy
married John Hague, and had an only son, Entwisle
Hague, of Manchester. The other daughter, Elizabeth, married Ralph Peters II., as already stated.
She died at Platbridge, 5th December 1801, aged
seventy, and was buried in the family vault at All
Saints', Hindley (M.I.). 1 John Entwisle died about
1756, but it was not until 1765 that his will was
proved at Chester by his widow.
Ralph Peters II. had at least two children, a
daughter, Frances Houghton Peters, and a son,
RALPH PETERS III. The daughter, born in 1766,
was a well-known Lancashire beauty, and her
charms are celebrated in a poem entitled " Preston Guild," written in 1782, by the Rev. Thomas
Wilson :
" All the World is at Preston, the multitude spreads
So thick through each street 'tis a pavement of heads ;
But who's the first toast and the favourite belle
Must a secret remain, for no mortal can tell.
All agree in the praise of the delicate features,
The person, and manners, and airs of Miss Peters." 2

;

She married the Rev. Croxton Johnson, LL.B.,
Rector of Wilmslow, near Manchester, who predeceased her, dying on 3Oth January 1814, and
being buried at Wilmslow.
The son, RALPH PETERS III., born in 1775 at
Platbridge, followed his parent in the law, but
into the other branch, and became an attorney. He
appears in the law lists for three years only, from
1799 to 1802 ; then we learn from Gore's direc1 The Monthly Magazine, p. 264, says " September."
2 "Chetham Society," vol. xlv. p. 58.
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tories of Liverpool that he was residing with his
father at 14 Fleet Street, Liverpool, with offices in
Chorley Street and subsequently in Brunswick
Street. About this time he inherited some estates
in the West Indies belonging to his uncle, Bertie
Entwisle, who was himself a West Indian merchant,
and had become resident in Antigua, where he was
a member of H.M. Council.1 The latter's death,
aged seventy, is recorded as occurring at Antigua
on 27th April 1803, after an illness of twenty-one
hours. 2
Ralph Peters III. is stated 3 to have sold Platbridge on succeeding to his uncle's property. Apparently he then gave up the law and went to reside
near Southport, where there are records of his living
at Martindale Lodge, and acting as a Justice of the
Peace for the county, and in other capacities. He
still kept up his connection with Liverpool, and had
several property transactions about this date with
the Town Council. His name does not appear in
the Liverpool directories between 1802 and 1834,
but from then until 1837 he reappears, though only
with a Southport address.
His wife was Frances,4 second daughter and coheir of the Rev. Thos. Blackburne, LL.D., of Thelwall Hall, Cheshire, and great-granddaughter of
Isaac Green, the well-known lawyer of Liverpool;
and through her the sons of Ralph Peter III. are
shown in Burke's " Royal Families " to be seventeenth in a direct descent from Edward III. She
died 3rd December 1845, aged sixty-one, and was
buried at Hindley (M.I.).
1 See Oliver's " History of Antigua " for further details.
2 Gentleman's Magazine, 1803,1.691; Underbill MSS., vol. iii. 84*.
3 Burke's " Landed Gentry."
4 The name is given as " Anne " in the pedigree of Blackburne in
Burke's " Landed Gentry," and in Croston's edition of Baines' " Lancashire," but as " Frances " in the pedigree of Peters in the former, and
also in Burke's "Royal Families." The pedigree of Peters in the
" Landed Gentry " only begins with Ralph Peters III.

" Liverpool in 1680"

63

Ralph Peters III. died on the 3rd December
1838, at the age of sixty-three, and was buried at
Hindley Chapel (M.I.). The family connection with
Liverpool practically ceased with his death. His
will, dated the igth June 1837, with two codicils,
one dated 2oth June 1837, and the other dated 2nd
November 1838, was proved at Chester on the 4th
January 1839 by his executors, Thomas Batty Addison, of Preston, barrister-at-law ; Richard Houghton, of Liverpool; and the testator's sons, Thomas
and William Henry.
The personal estates and
effects in the diocese of Chester were sworn at
,£30,000 net. He left ,£70 to the Liverpool dispensaries, and ^250 to the Rectors of Liverpool to.
be divided among charities. He also left legacies
to his children ; to Julia Ripley, daughter of his late
friend, Edward Houghton, of Liverpool; to Mrs.
Elizabeth Williams, widow, daughter of the late
Richard Statham, Esquire ; and to Richard Houghton, of Liverpool, son of the late Edward Houghton.
The testator's will also refers to his leasehold house
at Southport, his trust estates in the West Indies
and in Cheshire, messuages at Llanrhaiadr in Kinnerch and elsewhere in the county of Denbigh,
which he was entitled to under the will of, or by
descent from, his late aunt, Eleanor Gartside, and
freehold and leasehold property in Liverpool. The
testator also mentions his purchase of the advowson
of the rectory of Eastington in Gloucestershire,
which he bequeathed to his son Thomas, who was
then incumbent.
Though it cannot definitely be proved, there can,
I think, be no reasonable doubt that Ralph Peters III.
was the donor of the picture to the Corporation in .
1818. Perhaps it was painted for, or acquired by,
Ralph Peters I., and, passing down through the ;
family (we hear of it in their possession in 1766 and
subsequently), was presented to the Corporation by
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his great-grandson when the latter had practically
severed the family connection with the town. At
any rate the picture will always be associated with
the name of a family whose services to the town
have, so far, not been duly recognised.
Ralph Peters III. had five children, as follows :
1. RALPH PETERS IV., baptized at Hindley on
the 5th December 1810. He inherited property
under the will of his father's uncle, Bertie Entwisle of Antigua, but died unmarried and intestate,
and his brother Thomas succeeded to his estates in
the West Indies.
2. THOMAS PETERS, born 13th July 1812, at Southport, baptized at Hindley on the gth October 1812.
He was educated at Rugby and St. Alban's Hall,
Oxford, where he matriculated in 1831, and became
a B.A. in 1835. He took Holy Orders, and was
Rector and Pastor of Eastington, Gloucestershire,
from 1837 to 1883. He married, in 1840, Frances,
fourth daughter of the Rev. J. A. C. Hay ward, of
Quedgely House, Gloucestershire, and had issue ;
a son, Ralph Entwisle Peters, of whom presently,
and a daughter, Frances Elizabeth, who married,
25th July 1865, Sir Thomas Hyde-Crawley-Boevey,
Bart., of Flaxby Abbey, Gloucestershire. She died
24th November 1905, leaving issue. The Rev.
Thomas Peters died in 1889 at Bath, and was
buried there.
3. WILLIAM HENRY PETERS, baptized i5th July
1814. He was educated at Exeter College, Oxford,
and was in the 7th Dragoon Guards. He became
resident at Harefield, Devonshire, and was a Justice
of the Peace and Deputy-Lieutenant. He also
served the office of Sheriff in 1876. He was twice
married, first in 1840, to Mary Jane, daughter of
A. Levy of Hutton Hall, Penrith; secondly, on
the i gth .October 1887, to Maria Rosalinda, only

I
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surviving daughter of the Hon. St. John Butler.
Mr. William Henry Peters died on the 24th January
1896.
The issue of the first marriage was as
follows:
1. William Henry Brooke Peters, of whom
presently.
2. Arthur Ernest Peters, a Lieutenant in the
i ith Regiment. Died unmarried, January
1883.
1. Florence Mary Peters, married John Spedding, Esquire, of Greta Bank, Cumberland.
2. Frances Lucy Peters, died unmarried, May
1856.
3. Eleanor Jane, married October 1867, Colonel
Sussex Lennox, eldest son of Lord Sussex
Lennox.
4. Harriet Amy Blackburne, married 27th
October 1874, A. D. Dundas Hamilton,
Esquire, of Gidea Hall, Essex, J.P.,
D.L.
1. FRANCES MARGARET, born 1816, married the
Rev. Henry Hamilton, of Thomastown Rectory,
Co. Kildare, and died 1904.
2. MARY, died unmarried, i6th August 1840,
aged twenty-two, and buried at St. Cuthbert's,
North Meols, Lancashire, where there is a monumental inscription on the north side of the chancel
to her.
RALPH (ENTWISLE) PETERS V., son and heir of
the Reverend Thomas Peters, was born in 1843.
He was educated at Trinity College, Cambridge.
In October 1868 he married Rose Harriet, daughter
of Colonel M'Nair, of the Bengal Army. He died
in 1875, and left the following issue:
1. Thomas Entwisle, of whom presently.
2. Ralph (VI.), b. 1875, died an infant.
E
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1. Flora Constance, b. T4th February 1870,
married Major T. Dixon, of the Burmah
Police, and has issue.
2. Frances Louise, b. i8th July 1873, married T. G. Matthews, Esq., of Newport
Towers, and has issue.

THOMAS ENTWISLE PETERS, of Farringdon,
Exeter, was born 2nd April 1872, and educated
at Rugby and Cambridge.
He married Gladys
Morgan, second daughter of Lewis F. Whitin, of
Staten Island, U.S.A. Issue two children, (i)
Jocelyn Entwisle, b, I4th March 1902 ; and (2)
Ralph (Whitin) (VII.), b. I3th August 1903.
WILLIAM HENRY BROOKE PETERS, of Harefield,
Devon, son of William Henry Peters, was born
on the nth November 1843. He went to Harrow (Doctor Vaughan's House) in September
1856, and then into the Army.
He became an
Ensign in the Soth Regiment in 1861, Lieutenant
1864, and Captain in the i3th Hussars 1872,
Major 1880, Lieutenant-Colonel in the 4th Hussars, and retired in 1887 with honorary rank of
Major-General. He is a Justice of the Peace for
the county. On the 3Oth April 1883, he married
the Honourable Rosalinda Catherine Sophia Clifford Butler, only child of the I5th Baron Dunboyne.
Issue, two children, (i) Harry Clifford Butler Peters,
died unmarried on the 22nd February 1908 ; and
(2) Arthur Malcolm Peters, born ist June 1888.
Major-General Peters of Harefield possesses two
portraits, which, according to some old papers he
has, are of Ralph Peters the Town Clerk, and
" The Rev. Richard Peters, brother to preceding
gentleman." Major-General Peters has some idea
that this Rev. Richard Peters was Chaplain at
Liverpool, or held some official post there, but I
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cannot trace this. It is possible the description is
wrong, and that the picture is a portrait of the other
Rev. Richard Peters, second son (not brother) of
the Town Clerk. These two portraits are reputed
formerly to have hung in the Town Hall, Liverpool.
In some way they passed, under the will of the
Rev. Henry Heathcote of Leek, in Staffordshire
(probably the Vicar of Walton, 1788-1816), one to
his nephew, William Statham of Liverpool and
Bootle, and the other to another nephew, the Rev.
R. J. Statham (Rector of Tarporley, 1830-65).
The father of Major-General Peters acquired them
at a later date, no doubt through the family connection with the Statham family, Hannah, daughter of
Ralph Peters I., having married William Statham,
an attorney in Liverpool, a brother of Thomas
Statham, Postmaster of Liverpool about 1770.
William and Hannah Statham had a son Richard,
who was Town Clerk of Liverpool in 1807, and was
succeeded in that post in 1814 by his son William.
Probably this William was one of the nephews of
the Rev. Henry Heathcote. It is worth noting
that the Town Clerkship was still kept in the family,
as a daughter of William Statham married William
Shuttleworth, Town Clerk, 1844-66. Thus, in a
period of a little over 200 years, i.e. from 1620 to
1844, we have three Recorders of Liverpool (Chorley
and two Entwisles), one Deputy Recorder (Ralph
Peters II.), and four Town Clerks (Ralph Peters
I., two Stathams, and Shuttleworth), not to mention
two distinguished American Judges, all of whom
were more or less closely related to each other, a
remarkable state of affairs pointing to a hereditary
attraction to the law.
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ARMS OF PETERS OF FARRINGDON
AND PETERS OF HAREFIELD
Gules, on a bend or between two escallops arg.,
two cinquefoils az.
Crest. Two lions' heads erased and endorsed,
dexter or, sinister az., each gorged with
a plain collar counterchanged,
Motto. " Sans Dieu rien."
Note. The arms, motto, and crest appear on the
ceiling of Belmont House, Philadelphia, erected about 1745 by William
Peters. They also appear on a mural
monument in Hindley Chapel to Ralph
Peters (died 1807) and Elizabeth his
wife, impaling, arg. on a bend engrailed
sa., 3 mullets of the first (for Entwisle);
also on a similar monument to Ralph
Peters (died 1838) and his wife, impaling, arg. a fess nebule between 3
mullets sa. (for Blackburne).
I am much indebted to Thomas Entwisle Peters,
Esq., of Farringdon, and to Major-General Peters,
of Harefield, for information, and for assistance
readily given in supplying various dates and names.
Mr. P. Entwistle, of the Public Museum, and Mr.
James Touzeau, of the Town Clerk's Office, have
kindly made several searches for me, and there are
many others who have been good enough to supply
items of information here and there.

APPENDIX A
REPRODUCTIONS OF THE PICTURE

IT was my intention to supplement these notes with a detailed
list of all the reproductions of the view of 1680 which have been
published. This work, however, to a large extent has been done
already in the Catalogue of Liverpool Prints and Documents
recently issued from the Public Library, which gives between
twenty and thirty reproductions. The following items do not
appear, and are therefore not in the Public Library. There
may also be others which have not come under my notice:
1. " The West Prospect of the Town of Liverpool as it appeared
about 1680, taken from a painting in the possession of Ralph
Peters " (the same engraving as that in Binn's Collection, 9. 50
(see " Liverpool Prints "), but without Eyes' name on it).
2. " Liverpool in 1680." Published by T. Whittingham,
Castle Street [circa 1820-30]. (Engraving reproduced from Eyes'
plate, with the addition of a key below to points of interest.)
3. "West Prospect of the Town of Liverpool about 1680."
Published by J. R. Isaac, 1854. Lithograph, 6| x 13.
4. " The West Prospect of the Town of Liverpool as it
appeared about the year 1860. John Eyes, junior, del. 1756
[sif\. Facsimile of a Pen and Ink drawing in the possession
of Thomas Moore, Esquire, of Liverpool, to whom this Print
is respectfully dedicated. Presented to the Members of the
British Association visiting Liverpool, September zoth 1854,
by John R. Isaac."
5. "View of Liverpool in 1650," woodcut in "The Stranger
in Liverpool," gth edition, 1829, and others.
6. "View of Liverpool in 1680." Chromo-lithograph (with
key below), gf x 16^. Published (1886) by Blake & Mackenzie,
Liverpool.
7. Reproduction in the Art Journal, 1882, p. 196, in an
article on the Port of Liverpool, by T. F. Squarey.

APPENDIX B
RECORDERS AND TOWN CLERKS OF LIVERPOOL

IT is usually stated in local histories (see Picton's " Memorials,"
and the list of RECORDERS in Gore's Directories), that Leonard
Chorley was Recorder from 1602 to 1620, and that he was then
followed by Thomas Molyneux. Both statements are incorrect.
The dates of the appointments and resignations of these early
Recorders are not given in the Corporation Records. I find
that Chorley's predecessor, Sir Thos. Hesketh, died in 1602, but
Chorley is mentioned as Recorder in August 1601. He died on
3rd April 1608 ("The Chorleys of Chorley," by Wilson, 1907),
and was apparently succeeded by Edward Halsall, who is mentioned as Recorder in October 1612. Thomas Molyneux first
appears as Recorder in December 1613, and was succeeded in
1634 by Hugh Rigby. This Edward Halsall's name is omitted
from all lists I have seen; also the name of an earlier Edward
Halsall, who was Recorder. Gregson states that Edward Halsall,
Mayor 1579 and 1586, died 1593, was Recorder in 1572
("Fragments" (1869), p. 216). The Burgess Rolls of 1565 and
1572, and the Municipal Records of 1578, mention him as
Recorder. The dates given in the printed lists are quite unreliable and should be revised. Baines mentions John Bretherton
as "Clericus et Recordator Villae" in 1438, and Alex. Rugeley
is mentioned in the Municipal Records (Picton, i. pp. 30 and 61)
as Recordator about 1525-1541.
To the list of TOWN CLERKS given in Gore's Directory for
1908 should be added Robert Brooke, gentleman, elected 1613,
and mentioned as Town Clerk in the Burgess Roll of 1620;
and Richard Welles, appointed 1637. Baines mentions William
Maude as Town Clerk in 1470. The date of Adam Pendleton
should be 1564 or earlier; of Peter Tarbuck 1611, not 1610;
of Richard Dobson 1624, not 1623; of J. Winstanley 1641,
not 1640; and of Ralph Peters 1707, not 1706. Some of these
corrections have been made at the instance of the writer in the
Directory for 1909.

APPENDIX C
CHORLEY STREET

THE local maps and histories are misleading about Chorley
Street. Eyes' plan (1725) shows the outline of it, but gives no
name. The plan of 1725, in the corner of Horwood's map
(1803), has the outline and " Chorley Street" written in. Chadwick's map (1725) shows the street, and calls it " Entwisle
Street." Williams' Liverpool Memorandum Book (1753) speaks
of "Chorley Street alias Squire's Garden." Eyes' plan (1765)
and Williamson's map (1766) give "Chorley Street" alone, but
Perry (1769) has "Chorley Street or Squire's Garden." Enfield
( I 773)> P- 22 > refers to Perry's plan, and says the street there
called Sea Bank had become Chorley Street. (Mr. G. T. Shaw
in "Liverpool's First Directory" (1907), says that Sea Bank is
a printer's error for Squire's Garden, but of course Perry himself
mentions Chorley Street.) The list of streets in 1725 given in
Gore's Directory 1807 follows, and is apparently taken from,
Chadwick's map. See also Picton "Memorials" (1873), ii. 99>
Stonehouse's "Pictorial Liverpool," pp. 125 and 129, and
Stonehouse's "Streets of Liverpool" p. 57, which are wrong.
The writer has seen early title-deeds which clear up the matter.
By Agreement of 1719, John Entwisle joined with Thomas
Steers and Ed. Litherland in a building scheme for this property,
and they designed a new street, " to be called Chorley Street,"
which, in a deed of July 1725, appears "as a certain new street
called Chorley Street." The gardens and orchard were probably known as " Squire's Gardens," before the street was
made through them. Perhaps William Squire, Mayor 1715,
acquired them from the Moores, who owned this property in
the seventeenth century, or perhaps the " squire" was one of
the Moores himself. The new street, at the very outset, would
perhaps be spoken of as " Entwisle's Street," but gradually
acquired the name intended for it by John Entwisle, though,
until the property was all cut up for building, the name Squire's
Garden " clung to it.

