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W E have chosen for our subject the monuments 
in the churches of Stoak, Backford, and 

Thornton-le- Moors, principally because they in­ 
clude a number of curious monumental panels, of 
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, painted 
on wood in oil colours, which have apparently 
always hung on the church walls, much in the 
manner of pictures in a dwelling-house. These 
panels are quite distinct from hatchments. They 
display the arms, in most cases accompanied by the 
helm, mantlet, crest, and quarterings of the persons 
commemorated in the inscriptions, which appear in 
black lettering on a gold or yellow ground below 
the armorial achievements.

Similar panels may be seen in several other 
Cheshire churches, and probably in some Lan­ 
cashire ones also. The black frames of these 
paintings are worthy of a passing notice ; a few 
of them are plain, but the greater part are de­ 
corated, in gilt or yellow, with cross-bones, skulls, 
bezants, and rosettes, and some have represen­ 
tations of cherubim at the corners. That they 
were for the most part painted by members of 
the Holme family, of Chester, there can be but
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little doubt, for it is well known that the four 
Randle Holmes were busy arms-painters, constantly 
employed in various kinds of heraldic work by the 
local gentry. All four generations belonged to the 
" Company of Painters, Glaziers, Embroiderers, 
and Stationers " of Chester, and they seem to have 
been very diligent antiquaries, leaving behind them 
large and valuable collections of manuscripts, re­ 
lating principally to the genealogy and heraldry 
of Cheshire, which are now preserved among the 
Harleian manuscripts in the British Museum. 1

Randle Holme the first (c, 1571-1655) was Deputy 
to the College of Arms, and was Mayor of Chester 
in 1633.

His son, Randle Holme the second (1601-1659), 
was Mayor of Chester in 1643.

His son, Randle Holme the third (1627-1704), 
was the author of a large and very scarce heraldic 
work, entitled " An Accademie of Armory, or a 
Store House of Armory and Blazon," printed at 
Chester. He was Sewer of the Chamber in Ex­ 
traordinary to Charles II., and Deputy to the 
College of Arms for Cheshire, Lancashire, and 
North Wales.

His son, Randle Holme the fourth (1659-1707), 
was the least distinguished of the family.

Randle Holme the third assumed official duties 
which he had no right to perform, and came under 
the displeasure of the Heralds, suffering damages 
in an action at law at the suit of Sir William 
Dugdale, then Norroy King of Arms. Sir William's 
biographer says 

"And farther to vindicate the just rights of his sayd Office 
[of Norroy] comenced a Sute at the Comon Law against one 
Randle Holme, a paynter in the Citty of Chester, who had boldly

1 An interesting account of this family was contributed to the 
Journal of the Chester drchaolo^ical Society in 1892 by the late 
Mr. Earwaker, M.A., F.S.A.
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invaded the Office of him the said Norroy, by preparing Atchieve- 
ments for the Funeral of Sr Raphe Ashton of Middleton, in the 
County of Lancaster, Kn* and giving directions for a formall 
proceeding at the solemnity thereof. Whereupon he had a 
verdict against him the sayd Holmes, at the generall Aisizes 
held at Stafford in March, a° 1667 [-8], and recovered good 
damages [^20] wth costs of suit.'' :

In his diary, Dugdale records how he went to 
the churches of Ashton-under-Lyne in Lancashire, 
Chirk in Denbighshire, the City of Chester, Eastham 
in Wirral, Nether Peover and Budworth, and 
pulled down and sometimes defaced the achieve­ 
ments of arms which "Holme ye Paynter" had 
hung up. Randle Holme, it is clear, encroached 
even further than by hanging up achievements of 
arms in churches, and took upon himself to act in 
the capacity of a herald at funerals ; for one who 
was friendly to Uugclale, Dr. Theophilus Howorth, 
of Manchester, wrote to him on the 3Oth May 1665, 
in the following terms : "~ 

"   Holme of Chester hath lately done as much worke at 
a funerall solemnity, as hee received for his part 407. and 
marshalled the businefs himselfe : the spurs, gantlet, sword, 
coat, banners, hearse, and horse in black led, and mourners to 
attend the solemnity and hearse, were all there, at a B*'8 funerall. 
I onely give you this notice that if hee have invaded your right 
you may doe what you thinke good to prevent future insolent 
intrusion of psons not legally qualifyed to marshall such 
solemnityes. . . ."

The quarrel was, however, at last made up, we 
may well assume, by the "paynter" submitting to 
the authority of the Heralds, and he was appointed 
their Deputy for Cheshire, Lancashire, and North 
Wales.

1 The Life, Diary, and Correspondence of Sir IViliiam Dugdale, 
knight, sometime Garter I'rincipal King of Anns . . . Edited by 
William Hamper, Esq., F.S.A., London, 1827.

2 Ibid., and Dugdale's Visitation of Lancashire, 1664-65 ; C/icttuiin 
Society, vol. Ixxxviii., Life, &c., p. 24.
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It does not appear from Dugxlale's diary that 
he ever went to Stoak, Backford, or Thornton-le- 
Moors, and so we may suppose that the achieve­ 
ments of arms, pennons, &c., remained in those 
churches undisturbed.

The Bunbury family gave the Holmes much 
employment, and from the panels which still re­ 
main and the marble and stone monuments at 
Stoak, it is not difficult to construct a very satis­ 
factory genealogy of the Bunburys of Stanney from 
the reign of Elizabeth to that of George II., as will 
be seen by reference to the annexed pedigree, which 
is intended to serve as an explanatory index to the 
Bunbury monuments printed in these pages. This 
is a remarkable instance of the completeness with 
which the monumental records of a family may 
substantiate their pedigree.

The arms of the Bunburys deserve a closer in­ 
vestigation than can be made from the present 
available materials ; the absence of early armorial 
seals making such a task impossible of satisfactory 
fulfilment.

According to the generally received pedigrees of 
Bunbury, their first ancestor of that name was one 
of the descendants, in the male line, of St. Pierre 
of Normandy. The St. Pierres are said to have 
borne for arms Argent, a bend Sable, and here we 
have the foundation of the somewhat later Bunbury 
arms, Argent, on a bend Sable, three chess-rooks of 
the first, although David de Boneberi, younger 
brother of Henry de Boneberi, temp. Stephen, is 
reputed to have sealed with a lion passant. How­ 
ever, David's grandson, Patrick de Bunbury, temp. 
Henry III., according to Ormerod, bore the St. 
Pierre coat. He was the father of Alexander de 
Bunbury, living A.P. 1230, who was heir-male of 
Joan Bunbury, daughter and co-heiress of William 
the son of Henry de Bunbury named above.
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Alexander de Bunbury had two sons : William, 
the elder, was ancestor of the Bunburys of Stanney ; 
and Henry, the younger, marrying the daughter 
and heiress of William de Beeston, took that name 
and was ancestor of the Beestons of Beeston, who 
bore the old St. Pierre coat with the allusive addi­ 
tion of three black bees volant on each side of the 
bend. Alexander is said to have placed the three 
chess-rooks on the bend, 1 but we have found no 
actual proof of this statement, and the origin of the 
chess-rooks is unknown. 2

The Stanney quartering, Argent, a fesse betiveen 
three plieasants Gii/es, was brought in, temp. Edward 
III., by the marriage of David de Bunbury with 
the daughter and sole heiress of David de Stanney.

The marriage of Henry Bunbury of Stanney, 
temp. Henry VIII., with Margaret, daughter and 
heiress of Hugh Aldersey of Chester (who after­ 
wards became the wife of Sir Rowland Stanley 
of Hooton), brought the Aldersey arms into the 
Bunbury shield, and with them those of Barton, 
Stalker, Bamville, and Sylvester.

The Aldersey coat, (j^lles, on a bend engrailed 
Argent, between two cinquefoils Or, three leopards' 
faces Vert, was granted in 1597 to Lawrence Alder­ 
sey, who had travelled in Ethiopia in 1580, a first 
cousin once removed to Margaret Bunbury named 
above. So it seems doubtful whether the Chester

1 The ancient family of Hooton, of Hooton, sometimes called 
Wallensis of Hooton, are said to have borne Argent, on a bend 
Vert three mullets of the first, but the seal of Henry de Hotun, 
A.D. 1349, displays a bend cotised, charged with three chess-rooks. 
The heiress of these Hootons was married to Sir William Stanley, 
who died about 1427. (See Ormerod's tlistory of Cheshire, vol. ii. 
p. 410.)

3 Wotton, in his Baronetage, I74t, states that "Roger de Bunbury 
of Stanny, living 36 Edw. III., was the first who for his signature gave 
the present coat of arms of the family; given him, (as by tradition,) 
for his great skill in martialing the troops of that warlike and victorious 
prince, Edw. III." Some confirmation of this picturesque stoiy 
seems to be needed.



INDEX PEDIGREE TO THE BUNBURY MONUMENTS.
[ The figures within brackets refer to the consecutive numbers of the monuments.} 

ANNE, dau. of GEOFFREY SHAKERLEY, = SIR HENRY BUNBURY, of Stanney. = MARTHA, dau. of EDWARD NORRES, of Speke, and

1 
Henry Bunbury, - 

of Stanm-y. 
Died 1664. 

LiaJ

of Shakerley and Holme. [103.]
First wife.

U^aBayley. Martha. Mar, U of g^^of Anne,lifeof TwiUand

LIO, IS- J L»°-J waiton, Salop. Bishop of Ardagh. yngham, Knt. Dled in mtancy. 
Remarried to Remarried to
. . . Gittens. . . . Vincent.

1

Knighted 1603. Died 1634.
[103-]

Margaret - 
Wilcocks.

[I?-] 
First wife.

1 1

= Thomas Bunbury, 
Gent. , 2nd son. 

Died 1668.
[I7-]

1 1

[I7-] LI7-J [I7-J

Sir Thomas r. 
Bunbury. 
Created a 

Baronet 1681. 
Died 1682. 

LIO, 24.]

: Sarah =
Chetsvodc. 
[24, 106.] 
t irst wife.

Mary John Henry = Eleanor, 
Kelsall. Bunbury. Bunbury. dau. of 

[24.] Died in Ire- [10.] Tho. Birc 
Second wife. land, in the and wido 

King's ser- of Tho. 
vice, 1642. Holcroft

[10.]
l.f.

Wife of
Thomas
Mather.

William = Mary 
Bunbury. Skeffington. 

i, [10, 18.] [18.]
V

1 
Joseph = 

Bunbury.
[10.]

1
Joseph Bunbury.

|i?-J

= Lsetitia, 
dau. of 

Sir William 
Neal, Bart.

1

LI?-]
Wife ol

Barnet.

1 
Richard = 
Bunbury.
(5, 10. J

[

widow of Thurstan Anderton of Lostock. [103.]
Second wite.

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
= Eleanor John Bunbury, Sackvile George Geoffrey Dutton Eleanor. Alice, wife Priscilla, 

Birkenhead. M. A., Chaplain Bunbury. Bunbury, Bunbury, Bunbury, Unmarried. of George wife of . . 
[17.] to the Bishop 3rd son. M.A. in of London, of London, Holland, Bulkeley. 

Second wife, of Londonderry, Ireland, 1634. 1634. ofNewhall,
1634. 1634. Jth son. 6th son. co. Stafford.

Eldest son. 4th son. Remarried

1 M M 
Diana, Susan. [10.] Mary. Elizabeth. [10.] Thomas Dulcibella, Benjamin Joseph 
dau. of Wife of [10.]   Bunbury. unmarried. Bnnbury. Bunbury. 

Thomas 1st, Wm.   Ursula. [8, 10.] [17.] [17, 20,] [17.] [17.] 
Bunbury. Davys of Anne. Wife of Edward     ~ 

S> 17, 20.] Ashton ; [10, 23.] Morgan. [8.J 1 1 1 
2nd, Wm.   = 1 II 
Colley of Died infants. 1 /\ /\ /\ 

Dodleston. 
/\

1 1
Helena. Anne. Thomas Bunbury. [5.] Robert Bunbury. [5.]

Mnry-Lucy. Charles Bunbury, William Bunbury, = 
[18 ] unmarried [18. ] Fellow of Brase-

-
                 . ,

Thomas Bunburv. Sir Henry Bun- ~ Mary, dau. of Wlllit 
[106 1 ' bury, Bart. Sir Kenrick [ 

Died 1687. Eyton, of Eyton,
John Bunbury. [24,85,106.] Judge of North

[106,] Wnles- t8 S']

1 i
im Bunbury. Ursula [106], wi 
6, 106.] of Richard Gree 

of Poulton.

I

LiS.J

II II 
= Anne, dau. of Sir John. Skeffington. Francis. Ursula. 
VilliersChernocke, [18.] [18.] [18.] [i8.J ' "

Bart.  
' 

1   1
-e Martha. Eleanor. Elizabeth 
i, [21, 106.] [16, 106,] [106.]

Abigail, Lydia. Mary. Priscilla [24], Lucy. 
[19,106.] [14,106.] [24,84,106.] wife of Edmund [24,] 

Entwisle, D.D. ,

Chester.

Died infants.      

Thomas Bunbury.
rop 1 L B S-J

-          i         -                   

Sir Henry = 
Bunlmrv.Bart,,

M.P. for 'Chester.
Died 1733.
[«. 8S.] ,

[Hatchment 32.]

= Susanna Hanmer
[12.]

[Hatchment 13.]

VsUCaL<5l . |

      I        

William Bunbury, = 
Attorney-General
for the County

Palatine of
Chester.

1
1 1 i

Sara, dau, of John Bunbury. Joseph. Richard. 
Sir James Eyton. [85.] [85.] [85.]

| i
Francis. Elizabeth, 

I'VJ [8J.] ^^«
I^^^H
^^^^^^i
^^^^H1:.

 
[85- ] ^ V

Thomas Bunbury, Sir Charles Bun- 
[9.] bury, Bart., M.P

Died 1742.
[13.]

1 
Henry Bunbury, 
of St, Catherine

Hall, Cambridge
Died 29 April
1732, cet. 19.

Sir William Bun- = 
bury, 5th baronet,
Vicar of Milden-

hall, Suffolk,
Died 1764.

(Father of H. B,,
the caricaturist.)

* Eleanor, dau, of 
Thomas Graham

of HoWbrook
Hall, co. Suffolk

Died 1820.

Stisanne 
Colon

i, wife of 
;1 Wm.

Handasyde, of
Gains, co. Hunts,

Isabella, wife of Mary. 
Colonel John Lee, Unmarried,

of Darnall, co.
Chester,

Frances , 
wife of
Kyffln

Williams,
M.P.

Elizabeth, 
wife of
General
Annieer.

/\
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Alderseys were actually entitled to bear these arms ; 
however, they seem to have openly, if wrongly, 
assumed them with the difference of a golden 
mullet in middle chief.

Hugh de Aldersey, who was living in the middle 
of the fourteenth century, married the daughter and 
heiress of Richard de Barton and brought the arms, 
Argent, a bend cotiscd 1 Xable, into the Aldersey 
shield. In the panels this coat is painted with 
single cotises.

William de Aldersey, son of Hugh, by his 
marriage with the daughter and heiress of John 
Stalker of Lower Spurstow, acquired for his de­ 
scendants another quartering, Sal>/c, two bars 
Argent, which is identical with the coat of the 
well-known Cheshire family of Brereton.

The next quartering, Or, on a chief (iii/es three 
trefoils slipped of the first; with the difference of a 
crescent of the second in the fesse-point, came in by 
the marriage of Hugh Aldersey of Chester (the 
father of Margaret Bunbury named above) with 
Elizabeth, daughter of Randle Bamville of Gaws- 
worth, a descendant of the Bamvilles of Chester. 
Elizabeth Bamville is not described as being the 
heiress of her father in any of the pedigrees that 
we have seen, but the inclusion of the Bamville 
arms and those of Sylvester, mentioned below, 
among the Bunbury quarterings suggests that who­ 
ever first marshalled this achievement considered 
her as an heiress.

The Bamville arms would be accompanied by 
those of Sylvester of Storeton, Argent, a tree 
eradicated proper, fructcd Gules, as a quartering ; 
because Sir Thomas Bamville married Agnes, 
daughter and heiress of Alexander cle Storeton,

1 Sometimes described as double cotised; the effigy of Sir Patrick 
de liarton, at Farndon church, holds a shield bearing a bend with 
plain single cotises.
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alias Sylvester, and their younger son Alexander de 
Bamville was ancestor of the Bamvilles of Chester.

In taking notes in these churches we have made 
a point of copying every inscription, whether in 
stone, wood, or glass, and whether of apparent 
importance or not, desiring to place on permanent 
record an absolutely complete statement.

It will be seen, on a comparison of these inscrip­ 
tions with the same ones as printed in Ormerod's 
History of Cheshire, that the latter, in many 
instances, were not accurately copied. For this 
reason we have included in the following pares

t> 1 c>

many monumental inscriptions which are already 
in print.

Want of space has prevented the inclusion in 
these pages of more than a very tew of the inscrip­ 
tions in the churchyards. Too little attention is, 
perhaps, being paid by genealogists to monumental 
inscriptions generally, and particularly to those in 
churchyards, which are exposed to the action of 
wind, rain, and frost, and to the tender mercies of 
the vandal and the restorer. From monuments 
facts may be obtained which are not revealed either 
by wills or parish registers, but which may be of 
the greatest assistance in the preparation of family 
histories. It may be urged that many churchyard 
tombstones are of practically no interest, because 
they commemorate persons of humble birth, but we 
think this is really no sufficient reason why their 
inscriptions should be neglected ; a very little reflec­ 
tion will remind any one that commercial enterprise, 
successful military service, or a career in the pro­ 
fession of the church, law, or medicine, has frequently 
caused "the rude forefathers of the hamlet" to 
become the not distant ancestors of persons who 
have honourably attained positions of exalted rank, 
thereby investing the memorials of their yeoman 
ancestors with greatly increased genealogical in-
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terest. It must also be remembered that individuals 
and families suffer misfortunes, and that many an 
apparently humble tombstone may be that of the 
descendant of a family which was armigerous cen­ 
turies ago and whose descendants may yet rise 
again to revive its ancient glory.

Our thanks are due to the Rev. R. W. Prichard, 
Vicar of Stoak, the Rev. }. M. New, Vicar of 
Backford, and the Rev. C. C. Prichard, Rector of 
Thornton, for the facilities which they have kindly 
afforded, as well as to Lieut.-Colonel John Pilkington, 
F.S.A., for the excellent photographs taken by him 
of the panels at Stoak, Backford, and Thornton, 
which have enabled us to adorn these pages with 
suitable illustrations. Our acknowledgments are also 
due to Messrs. William Fergusson Irvine, F.S.A., 
William Forshaw Wilson, Gilbert P. Gamon, and 
W. E. Greoson for their assistance.

o



 &e Cturc!) of %t. Latorence, at
otfjertoi#e §>toke, in tfte ipunDreD of 
(KHirral, in t&e Countg of Chester.

Near the west door and under the tower is a fine 
and very large parish chest of oak ; it formerly had 
five locks, of which four remain. There are four 
massive hinges, with iron straps. On the lid is 
carved in bold letters  

CHW
RICHoDENSON & THO. TAYLOR-A

[2] THE VKSTRV

A painted board hung on the wall  

The accommodation in this CHURCH 
was enlarged by the Erection of a 
Gallery in the Year 1827, by which 
means 55 additional sittings were 
obtained, and in consequence of a 
grant from the SOCIETY for pro-= 
=moting the Enlargement & Building 
of Churches and Chapels, the 
whole of that number are 
hereby declared to be FREE 
and unappropriated for ever. 
Also in the same Year a new 
Tower, and the north Transept 
were added, and the south wall 

and south Transept
were rebuilt.

A. W. SCHOMHERG, A.M., Minister. 
WILLIAM EI.LIS. |  , , ,,, , JOSEPH SHEPHERD, / Church Wardens.

The date is evidently 1686. See No. 3.
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[3]
A painted board hung on the wall 

The difts of feverall pious & Charitable | perfons to y" Poor 
of this Parish of Stoake, | in the County of Chefter, Anno 1685.

i

& To ike Poor. Q9

Rich Pilkinton stw. to | Henry 
Bunbury of Staney | Elq 1' gave 
20'' to remain as a ftock &: y 
jnterest thereof | to be given 
yearly to y | Poor. An" 1667. ...j 
Elizabeth, third daught er of y 
laid Henry Bunbur Elq1' gave 5'' 
y jntereit there | of to be given 
yearly to the | Poor, Anno 1669. 
. . . AVilliam, thi:d ion of y 
said | Henry Bunbury Elqr gave  
S 1 ' to be paid by 20" per | Annum 
for y (pace of 5 years | which was 
accordingly | paid & is now dif- 
charged (76) | Sf Thomas (eldelt 
fon of y 1' | aforei'aid Henry Bun- 
bury | Elq 1') Barr" gave 3 hundred 
| thirty <\: four' 1 to remain as [ a 
flock, y jntreft to be giv - | en 
yearly to y Poor 1682. |

[4]

To y' ffree fchool of Stan \

S 1' Tho Bunbury Barr", | eldelt 
Ion of y aforelaid | Henry Elqr, 
ffirlt built <S: | founded y laid ffree 
fchool | of his own proper coll | 
& Charges ; & likewife en | dowed 
it with 12 pounds. | per Annum 
for feverall yeares in his lifetime. | 
And att his deceafe left | the 
Summe of two hundred | pounds 
to remain as a | (lock to be im­ 
proved for y life & maintenance | 
of the fchoolmalier. . . . | [An 
illegible name] of Poole left 20 
shitt per Annum for y vie of y 
ffree fchool of Sta | ney to be 
paid to y School-- | -mailer upon 
every Easter munday | for ever | 
Ricfi Danson e\: Tho. T ay | lor, 
Churchwardens 1685. j

Carved on the wooden cover of the font 

To THE GLORY [ OK GOD AND IN | LOVING MEMORY OF

SARAH ANN DAVIES. I

[5] THE NORTH TRANSEPT

On the west wall, in a frame bearing traces of 
ornament, is a painted panel. Above is an ar­ 
morial achievement with two helms and a line

I



i 30 Monumental and other Inscriptions

scrolled mantlet Gules doubled Argent, on each 
helm the Bunbnry crest, viz. : Two swords saltier- 
wise, passing through the mouth of a leopard's face 
Or, the blades proper, hilts gold. Arms : Quarterly 
of eight, viz. : ist and 8th, Argent, on a bend 
Sable three chess-rooks of the first [ I3unbury\ ; 2nd, 
Argent, a fesse between three pheasants Gules 
\JStanney~\ ; 3rd, Gules, on a bend engrailed, be­ 
tween two cinquefoils Argent, three leopards' faces 
Vert ; in chief a mullet Or \_Aldersey of Chester^ ; 
4th, Argent, a bend cotised Sable [Barton\ ; 5th, 
Sable, two bars Argent [Stalker ; 6th, Or, on a 
chief Gules three trefoils slipped of the first ; in the 
fesse-point a crescent of the first \_Bamville\ ; yth, 
Argent, a tree eradicated proper, fructed Gules 
[Sylvester of Storetoii\. Over all in the fesse-point 
a mullet Or. Impaling the same eight coats with 
a crescent Or in the fesse-point.

Below the arms is the inscription -

Next vnder this Place lyeth Richard | youngest son to Henry 
Bunbury of Stanney | F,fci r with Diana his wife, Daughter of 
Thomas a | younger son of S 1' Ilenery Bunbury of Stanney in 
Com. Cesf Kt. |

He ) died | July 24 Ano 1674 ) Aged j 32 years 
She J died } March 5 Ano 1710 j Aged | 66 years

They had only two sons, Thomas & Robert. Thomas died 
Octoti | ye 6th Ano 1691, Aged 20 years. And is here Buried : j 
Robert dy'd Aug' 2oth 1717 Aged 44 years and is here bur'yd.

Richard Bunbury of Stanney made a nuncupative will on 2oth 
July 1674, giving his land in Shropshire to his eldest son Thomas, 
then a minor, and mentioning his younger son Robert. It was 
proved at Chester 5th September 1674 by the oaths of his widow 
Diana Bunbury and Thomas Berkhened of Backford, gent. The 
inventory taken by the same Thomas Berkhened and Richard 
Hulse, senior, of Stanney, yeoman, on i ith August 1674, contains 
his sword and apparel, ^10, a trunk wherein his apparel usually 
lay, the picture of S r Henry Bunbury, £1, 6s. 8d., a jack to 
roast withall, and his bow and quiver with the arrows thereof, 
6s. 8d.



^tii^jsiyiid^*

IN STOAK CHUKCH

No. 5
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A defaced memorial to Elizabeth, daughter ot 
. . Bunbury, mentioned by Ormerocl, is missing.

j On the north wall, in a plain frame, is a painted 
\ panel with a shield having the Bunbury crest on 
 ] either side. Quarterly of eight, viz. : ist and Sth, 

Bunbury; 2nd, Stanney ; 3rd, Aldersey, with the 
difference of a martlet Or in chief ; 4th, Barton ; 5th, 
Stalker; 6th, Bamville, with the difference of a 
crescent Gules in the fesse-point ; / th, Sylvester.

Below the shield on an ornamental cartouche is 
the inscription  

Nere to this place lyeth jnterred y" Body j of William Bunbury 
second soiie of Tho: | Bunbury of Stanney Elqr who died y". 
2\ <h I day of Aprill Aiio: Dni: mdclxxij Be: | tweene y" y 1 ! 1 & 
ioth yeare of his age: [A chess rook.]

[7]
On the north wall is a brass ; the lettering in 

mixed styles of capital letters rubricated, within an 
ivy leaf border  

To the Memory of John Grace of Whit by Hall, | in this parish 
who died in June 1780, aged 74 years | and Anne his wife who 
died November 27''' 1759. | also of John Grace, of Whitby 
Hall, | aforesaid who died September ioth 1845, aged 72 years 
and Anne Jane his wife who died March 16"' 1864, aged 
83 years, j and also of John Grace, of Whitby Hall, | aforesaid 
(eldest son of the last named John Grace) j who died december 
22 nd 1902, aged 88 years. |

Anne fane Grace was the daughter of Robert Richardson, of 
Walton, co. Lancaster. John Grace, who died in 1902, was a 
J.P. for Cheshire, and, in 1848, married Susanna Egerton, 
daughter of Thomas Webster of Ovcrchurch Hill, co. Chester.

[8]

On the cast wall, in a frame decorated with 
rosettes and cross-bones, is a painted panel, with 
an achievement of arms, having two esquires' hr-lnis
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mantled Gules, doubled Ardent. Arms : Quarterly' o     J

ist and 4th, Gules, a chevron Ermine between three 
Englishmen's heads couped at the neck in profile 
Argent \_Ednyfed Vychan~\ ; 2nd, Gules, a chevron 
between three stags' heads cabossed Argent \Coyt- 
more ?] ; 3rd, Azure, a lion passant Argent \Jthel 
Vychaii\. Impaling, quarterly of eight, viz. : ist, 
ftunlnuy; 2nd, Stanney; 3rd, Aldcrscy, with a 
mullet for difference; 4th, Barton; 5th, Stalker; 
6th, Bamville, with a crescent for difference ; /th, 
Sylvester. Crests: ist, On a wreath Argent and 
Gules, a martlet Or [a Cornish chough proper], 
Morgan ; 2nd, Biinbury. 

Below is the inscription 

Here vnder licth y° Body of Edward Morgan of Gouldcn 
Grove jn | Flintshire Elqr : he marf: Yrsula dati: to Henry 
Bunbury of Stanney Eli] 1' it had issue Edw: Eliz: & [blank] 
he died 22'.' of novciii: 1682, Aged 38: years | the said Urfula 

dyed 27 of Nov: 1709 Aged 72 | He was son & heire of yc noble 
Captaine Edw: Morgan who was slaine at winnington bridge 
An£ 1659, by Eli/: dau: of Tho: Whitley of Aston El'q r who was 
son it heire of Robert Morgan of Gouldengrove Efqr: I!y Kath: 
dau: of WiH: (ones of Castlemarch K l son it heire of Edw: 
Morgan | Elq 1' originally descended fro : S r Tudor ap Ednevidd 
Vichan one of y'.' 15 famileys | or houses of greatest account in 
North \Vales. |

There is a pedigree of this family in Burke's Landed Gentry, 
1853, which differs in some particulars from that given on the 
above monument. The battle of Winnington Bridge, near 
Northwich, sometimes called the last battle of the Civil War, was 
fought on the igth August 1650, as the outcome of the 
" Cheshire Rising." Sir George Booth, who, with Sir Thomas 
Middleton, had seized Chester, but was unable to take the 
Castle, was met by General Lambert near Winnington Bridge 
and defeated. Sir George was created Lord Delamer of Dunham 
Massey in 1661.

[9] '

On the east wall, below the last, in a frame 
decorated with skulls and cross-bones, is a painted
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panel, with a shield of the arms of Bnnbury alone, 
differenced by a label of three points Gules in 
sinister chief, and having the Bunbury crest on an 
esquire's helm mantled Gules, doubled Argent. 

Below the shield is the inscription 

Neere this place lyeth y 1' Body: | of Thomas Runbury Elqr 
Eldest Son | of Sr Henry Bunbury of Stanncy, Bar1.! | By 
Susanna his wife, who was Born y 1' | last day of lune jyoi, & 
dyed y 1-' 21st day: | of Aprill in y e year of our lord 1702. |

[ |0 ] TIIK CHANCEL

On the north wall of the chancel is a large white 
marble monument, highly decorated with scrolls and 
festoons, having the inscription on an oval black 
stone in the centre ; at the top is a shield of Ihm- 
bury alone, with an esquire's helm, mantlet, and 
crest. At the dexter side is a shield oi Bunbury; 
and at the sinister side a shield of Daily, Argent, 
three torteaux and a chief Gules, and at the base a 
shield of Bunbury impaling Baily.

The inscription is in capital letters 

Nere this place | Lyeth interred y Body | of Henry Bvnbvry 
Esqr | eldest sonn of Henry Bvnbvry | of Stanney in the Covntie 
of | Chester K! | together with | Vrsvla Bvnbvry the davghter 
of lohn Baily of Hodsden in the Countie | of Hartford Esq | 
His most loveirge wife |

He | j Febr: i a dni: 1664 ) | 6S yeares 
She / dycd ) -Mart: 23 a dni: 1652 j agcd '] 53 yeares

the most deare parents | of Tho: lohn Henry Will".1 Joseph & 
Rich'.1 sons | & of Svsan Mary Anne Eli/: & Vrsvla davgters | 
lohn dyed in y service of his King & Covntrie | In Ireland. 
A° 1642. | Mary and Anne dyed in theire minoritie | In memorie 
whereof the fower yovngest | Sonnes and two yovngcst davghters 

| have erected tliis Monvment A" Salvtis 1668. |
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Henry Bunbury of Stanney, Esq., made his will, which is in an 
unfinished state and unexecuted, on a large sheet of paper with a 
small piece of paper attached, on 3 August 1663, and it was 
proved at Chester by his sons Henry and William on 13 
February, and in solemn form on 16 March 1664-5. '^ ne 
testator describing himself as "the unprofitable servant of the 
lord beeinge in perfect health and memory doe willingly and 
with a free hart render and give againe into the hands of my lord 
god and Creator my Soule and Spirit not doubting, &c. . . . 
when I shall depart out of this sinfull and miserable worlde." If 
he dies "in these partes " to be buried in the Chancell of Stoake 
Church " under the great white flagg stone that is in the middle of 
the said chancell which adjoynith to the grave of my deceased 
wife of the one side and the other side thereof reacheth to the 
pue or seate wherein I did usually sit in." " Unto my eldest son, 
Thomas (my lands being already estated to him) his choyce of 
one of my best horses, my gould ring with my crest . . . my 
greate silver seale with my Coate of Armes upon it. Ynto my 
eldest daughter Susanna ^5, my sonn in law Davies her first 
husband having receaved &:c." To my daughter Elizabeth "my 
pockett-watch." "To my soonnes and daughters Henry, 
William, Joseph, Richard, Elisabeth, and Ursula all the rest" of 
my personal estate. Mentions "my Grant from the King and 
Chancery at London of the Tyth of Stoake (the which Tyth of 
Come and graine of the Rectory of Stoake aforesaid)." . . . To 
Richard 1'ilkinton ^5, also to Ma'. Mason and John Milnor 
legacies. Mentions a number of silver cups, &c., "my moneys 
& Goulde bequeathed to my younger children . . . the particu­ 
lars thereof are these . . . five thousand poundes and twenty- 
five poundes, whereof two hundred [and] seventie three poundes 
seventeen shillinges sixepence is in goulde and the rest is in 
silver all which sum of money . . . also the silver plate . . . are 
eather in trunkes & chestes in a little roome betwixt the Buttery 
Chamber and the cloes closet wheare Richard 1'ilkington lieth or 
in my clolset by my Bedchamber in trunke cubbart and Cabinet! 
covered with a seale skin and bound with iron."

Elizabeth Bunbury, daughter of Henry Bunbury, late of 
Stanley [sic], co. Chester, Esq., deceased, being " sicke and 
weake," made her will dated 20 July, 21 Charles II. [1669] 
proved at Chester 24 October 1669. The testatrix desires to 
be buried "if I dye in London either in the Parrish Church of 
St. Martin's in the Fields in the Chancell or in the Parish 
Church of Stoake as neare to my Father and Mother as posibly 
may be . . ." Unto all my Brothers and Sisters as well 
Brothers in law and Sisters in law rings of zos., and the same 
to my Aunt Vincent my Aunt Bluckley [sic for Bulkeley] and 
her husband, my Aunt Bunbury, aunt Smith, deare Cousin
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Elizabeth Milward, deare cousin Mary Bunbury daughter of my 
Uncle Thomas Bunbury deceased, friend Dorathy Leigh, Cousin 
Richard Bayley, Right Hon. the Lord Mazarine [Massareenej, 
Right Hon. the Lord Delamore and his lady and three 
daughters, the Lady Lucy, Sir Edward Littleton, Sir Thomas 
Crotts, Mr. Nathaniell Booth, Mr. William Ayres of Southwarke, 
co. Surrey, cousin 1'hillip Chittwood, Cousin Pears Leigh, Cousin 
Thomas Berkined my fellow tabler, Dr. Boucher, Cousin Martha 
Madder, Cousin Werden, Cousin Francis Kendrecke, cousin 
John Bunbury in Ireland, with my cousins Joseph and Ben- 
jamine Bunbury, all to have rings "with the poesie or Inscrip­ 
tion within every of the said rings, Remember Death To i~<r. (as 
you are constant, E.B.), or somewhatt to same purpose. To 
brother Thomas Bunbury, diamond ring, gold tooth-pick-case, 
iVc. To brother Joseph Bunbury ^50 and a garnet stone ring 
that was my mother's with the silver porringer that was my 
father's. To brother Richard Bunbury ^50, my watch and 
silver porringer. To Sister Cowley [Colley] silver tumbler, three 
sweet meate spoons, gold chain, peach coloured sattin gowne and 
all the part due to me by my father's will. To Sister Morgaine 
pearle necklace, corrall bracelet t and the sweet bagg wrought 
by my cousin Susannah Meoles. To Sister [in-law] Sarah 
Bunbury "full blew pomegander bracelett. . . . [torn), my 
mother's haire and wedding ring in it." " To Sister Mary Bunbury 
bracelet and my case of tweezers. . . ." Legacies to Aunts 
Vincent, Smith, Elinor Bunbury, Cousins Dulstb.ila, Coke, 
Diana, and Mary Bunbury, my Aunt Bulkier, eldest daughter 
of my brother Thomas Bunbury, Cousin Elizabeth Milward, 
Cousin Mary Bunbury, daughter to my Uncle Thon.as Bunbury 
^50 and a tenement in Staney. To Mrs. Dorathy Leigh "my 
twilight sweat [toilet sweet] bags and box to it, &c." Cousin 
Richard Drapper, Cousin Alice May daughter to my Aunt 
Smith, Cousin Mary Houghton my father's cousin-german, 
Cousin Penelope Beverly, Nieces Ursula and Martha Bunbury, 
nieces Elinor Bunbury and Mary Bunbury daughter of my 
brother William "all my sampler works with the gum dowers." 
" To my little nephew Charles my part of the tith of Come of 
the said I'arrish of Stoake with remainder to his brother William 
my godson." Niece Elizabeth Davies, God-daughter Elizabeth 
Morgan [a child], Niece Sus. Cowley [a child], Cousin Anthony 
Beverley and his wife. "To Cousin Martha Madder my Silver 
Baker and to her s[ister?] my cousin Ann Basnctt . . ." God­ 
son Matthew Ellis. Friends Mr. Roger Mason, Mr. Richard 
Houlse and his wife and the Minister of Stoake, Ann Ashton, 
The poor of Stoake. Cousin Elizabeth Beverley and her sister 
Ellinor Beverley. Sister Morgan. Brothers and sisters now living, 
Thomas, William, Henry. Joseph, and Richard, and my sister
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[Susan] Cowley [Colley, then under 17] and my sister [Ursula] 
Morgan. To my maide . . . my blacke watered mohaire (iowne 
that lyes at the topp of my haire trunke. My brothers Joseph and 
Richard Runbury, executors; Dr. Boucher and Mr. Letherland, 
overseers. Witnefses : N. Booth, ...... John Beverly, and
Val ..... m.

The Inventory was taken 23 August 1669, by William 
Bunbury of Stanney, gent., Thomas Birkened of Backford, 
gent., and includes Goods in the house of Robert Buckley, 
Esq., within the City of Chester, ,£71, 10. 4. Goods, &c., re­ 
maining in the parish of St. Martin's [in the Fields, London], 
taken 2 Sept. 1669, by John Beverly and Thomas Griffith, 
^266, 15. o. Debts due to the testatrix, .£903.

, 
The cast window, of three lights, has in the centre

of each light a shield   (i) Gules, three mitres Or 
\See of Chester] ; (2) Bunbury, with the Badge of 
Ulster; (3) Gules, two keys in saltire Argent, in 
chief the Royal Crown Or [See of York\.   No 
inscription.

[ I2 ] TIIK SOUTH TRANSEPT

On the east wall, a white marble tablet ; at the 
top are carved two lamps, with gilt flames, at the 
foot a coat {Bunbury} with the Ulster badge on a 
sinister canton, impaling two lions passant guardant 
in pale, untinctured \_Hanmer~\

Here lye y Remains | Of Sr. Henry Bunbury Bart* | Who 
dy'd y 12".' of Febry 1732. & | Was buried y 16".' following | Near 
Him lies also Sr Charles | Bunbury his Son who dy'd [ April 
y 10 1742 & Between yc | Two is interred Susanna Lady [ 
Bunbury Daughter of W".1 | Haniner Esq' of Bettisfield in | Com 
Flint, Mother to S!^ | Charles & Wife to S^ Henry | to whose 
Memory she erected | this Monument. She died Sep! y? 23. 
1744.

[13]

A hatchment, having the ground all Sable, with 
arms on a lozenge, viz. Bunbury, with the badge
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of Ulster on a sinister canton, impaling Argent, 
two lions passant in pale Sable [Azure, IIanmcr\. 
Motto : Memoria pii a,-terna.

This is the hatchment set up for Dame Susanna liunbury in 
1744-

A painted panel, in a frame decorated with skulls 
and cross-bones and having cherubim at the corners.

O

Arms : in a lozenge, on ornamental framework   
ist, Bnnbury ; 2nd, Stanney ; 3rd, Aldcrscy, with a 
mullet Or for difference ; 4th, Bainville, but without 
the crescent.

Here lyeth y" Body of Lidia Bunhury daught; r | to Thomas 
Bunbury of Stannoy jn y': County Pa: | latyne of Chester Kli^: 
by Sara daugh 1: to lohn | Chetwood of ockley Ks(^: his first 
wife ; she died y" vi: day of lime jn the yeare m.dc.lxx.v. | 
and jn the   xi: yeare of her age. | Firmum jn vita Nihil: |

[-5]

On the south wall to the cast of the window :   
A lozenge-shaped painted panel, the frame deco­ 

rated with bezants. On a shield within scrolled 
framework the arms, Quarterly of six, viz. : ist, liun­ 
bury ; 2nd, Stanney; 3rd, Aldersey; 4th, Stalker; 
5th, Bamvil/e, with a crescent; 6th, Sylvester; im­ 
paling Argent, three torteaux and a chief Gules 
\^Balcy\. Crests at the sides of the shield : (i) Bun- 
bury ; (2) Out of a crest coronet Or a horse's head 
Argent \_Balcy\.

Vrselaw daughter to lohn Baley of | Ilodsen in y° county of 
Hertford Kl'qr j late wife of Henry Bunbuiy of Staney | Eib,r 
dyed y 1' 22'.'' day of March 1652.

On the same wall to the east of the window is a 
painted panel in a frame decorated with bezants 
and cross-bones, the arms on a lozenge within


