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WARTON stands in an outlying corner of the 
kingdom, on Morecambe Hay. It has been 

neglected by the tourist because of the superior 
attractions of the Lake district, and being just off 
the main north road, travellers are usually content 
with a glance at its Crag, which they look upon 
as a foretaste of mountain splendours to come, as 
they reach Carnforth from the south.

In consequence, an interesting ruin of an ancient 
building, formerly known as the old Rectory or 
Parsonage Court, situated in the Vicarage garden, 
has never received so much attention as it would, 
had there been a necessity to explain its origin to 
visitors. The ruin consists chiefly of a high gabled 
end wall supported by a stepped buttress, and 
pierced by a quatrefoil window of unusual form, 
forming the end of what was a large hall. This 
was lighted by two windows on the east and one 
on the west, of which all traces have disappeared 
except some large freestone quoins at the south­ 
east. If there were a chimney it would have 
occupied a position, now filled up, on the south­ 
west. In the south-west corner is a small original 
plain square-headed doorway leading to another 
separate building of two rooms, of which the 
lower seems to have been the kitchen. The chief
entrance to the main building was on the west
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side, and a large pointed archway with broad wave 
moulding still exists. Directly opposite this is 
another similar archway leading to a garden on 
the east side. The passage thus formed at the 
north end of the hall was divided oft from the 
body of it by a screen, probably of wood, of which 
the beam holes remain in the walls. Above this 
may have been a gallery.

At the north end of the hall three archways 
remain side by side, the middle being formerly a 
door to a passage leading through to the back court 
and well, the two side ones leading respectively to 
a buttery and pantry. North of the hall, and over 
the buttery and pantry, an upper room, with a heavy 
stone fireplace at the farther end, extended over the 
whole north part of the house. The few remaining 
architectural details point to the date of its erection 
as the early part of the fourteenth century.

Detached from this large building, .and standing 
at rather less than a right angle, is another con­ 
temporary building, already mentioned, of two 
rooms, one above the other, forming now part of 
the Vicarage house. The lower was entered by a 
door on the north, now blocked up, protected by 
a pentise. Two or three steps led up to this door, 
and the staircase continued to the room on the 
upper floor. There are no old traditions as to the 
use of this lower room. In a lease of 1678' it is 
mentioned as the "old kitchen," and its position 
with regard to the house seems to show that this 
is correct. It had two small slit windows on the 
south, and one with a single mullion on the west. 
It is even more difficult to assign a use to the 
upper room over the kitchen. It has a large 
traceried window ~ high up on the east, which is

1 In the Edgar Tower, \Yorccstcr.
3 The design is like one or two in the church of Burton in West­ 

morland, distant about three miles.
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flanked by two small slit windows at a lower level. 
There were besides this two small trefoil-headed 
windows on the north, one of which remains with 
head and splays of good dressed freestone of a 
reddish colour from a quarry on the seashore, now 
long disused. On the south side is one larger 
window with a single mullion, and the remains of 
another now cut away.

The evidence in favour of the upper room having 
been a chapel or oratory are that it is, apparently 
with a purpose, set directly east and west, which 
places it in the awkward relation of something less 
than a right angle to the main building; and that 
the east window is set high, which would allow the 
erection of a small altar below it. Against the 
idea of its being an oratory is the fact that there 
is a large fireplace on the south side, leading into a 
chimney evidently contemporary with the building, 
and measuring 7 feet 6 inches by 5 feet 4 inches at 
its base. It is difficult to say whether this fireplace 
in the upper room is an original one or not. There 
is no stone hood to it as to that remaining in the 
dormitory of the Parsonage Court, and the work­ 
manship is rougher than is employed on the rest 
of the stonework in the building. The room was 
very likely constructed for an oratory, and the 
fireplace opened through into the kitchen chimney 
at some time either before or soon after the 
Reformation, when this upper room was required 
for a curate's lodging or vicarage. The two larger 
windows alluded to, on this south side, which are 
also of rougher workmanship than the remainder, 
may have been opened out at the same time. A 
small plain doorway led from this upper room on the 
west side into some building long since destroyed.

Thus we have in the Parsonage Court buildings 
at Warton a clwelling-house of large size, with 
hall, dormitory, and offices, kitchen, and possibly
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oratory, dating from early in the fourteenth century, 
and, in spite of decay and some alteration, showing 
the style and accommodation of a dwelling-house 
of that size and period more completely perhaps 
than in any other place. 1 It remains to inquire 
why such a large rectory house was required at 
the period when this was built, and who were 
its occupants.

The church was founded in the twelfth century 
or even much earlier, 2 and the benefice came into 
the hands, in 1292, of Marmacluke cle Thweng, by 
gift of his aunt Margaret de Ros.

Marmaduke was a faithful servant of Edward I., 
and went with him to the wars in Scotland. He 
was frequently in various capacities on the King's 
service, and in 1298 was taken prisoner by the 
Scots and exchanged for John de Mowbray. On 
this last occasion he was accompanied by six 
knights, including John de Thweng and Robert de 
Wessington, whose family had property in Warton, 
and from whom was descended the celebrated 
George Washington, President of the United 
States. 3

Marmaduke took advantage of his advowson of 
Warton to present one of his own name, who was 
possibly a younger brother. Galvan de Thweng, 
who appears as parson 4 of Warton in 1304, had 
been made rector of Lytham, in South Lancashire, 
when he was under age, and not in Holy Orders

1 The manor-house of Maurliolmc, situated in the township, hut 
now long since destroyed, had, in 1347, a hall with one great chamher, 
wardrobe, pantry and buttery, kitchen, a chamber for knights, and a 
chapel.

2 It was in the Deanery of Kendal, Archdeaconry of Richmond 
and diocese of York.

3 The evidence for the connection of the Su'gravc Washington 
depends partly upon the names Robert, John, Laurence, and 
Leonard prevailing most commonly in both Warton and Sulgravt 
branches. See W. O. Roper on " Warton Church," Lanes, and Chcsli. 
Ant. Sot'., vol. viii.

* " Parson" is the English equivalent of " rector."
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at ;ill. He then became Rector of Warton, and 
still held this office in 1306. He had a Papal 
licence from Benedict XI. to cover irregularities, 
his chief offence being apparently that he had 
remitted no first-fruits to Rome. 1 It is either to 
Galvan de Thweng, or to one of Marmaduke's 
two younger sons, Robert and Thomas, that the 
erection of the large rectory house is due, for 
Marmaduke's eldest son died childless, and all his 
property, which included a portion of the Barony 
of Kendal, came to his two brothers, who were 
both in priest's orders. So two priests in turn 
inherited the rich advowson 2 and much land in 
Warton, who were living- about the time at which 
it is estimated that the rectory house was built; 
and as the rectory was a manor in itself, holding 
its own courts, some sort of large rectorial residence 
would seem a natural result.

The records do not, however, show that Thomas 
was rector of Warton, only that he inherited the 
advowson and was in priest's orders. Robert 
appears as rector in 1342.''

Hut the King would not allow matters to take 
their course. On the death of Robert he claimed 
wardship of his heirs, as Duke of Lancaster, and 
presented to the rectory William de Hugate in 
1344, who was given a prebend at South well four 
years later.

Hugate probably never came into office, for if 
the registers were complete, it would doubtless be 
found that the real patron, Thomas de Thweng, 
made a counter-presentation, which the King 
parried in the same year (1344) by presenting one

1 Papal Letters, 1304.
- It is valued in the taxation of Pope Nicholas, about 1291, at 

,£66, 135. 41!., and the taxation of ^26. 135. 4cl. is one of the highest in 
the diocese (of York). In the twelfth century it was worth So marks 
or £53, I3S- 4d.

3 Inq. p.m. on \Vm. de Twcng, No. 4, 15 Ed. III.
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of his own chaplains, William de Gaghenstede 
(pronounced Gaunstede). It should be remembered 
that about this time the great Pestilence known as 
the "Black Death" was devastating North Lanca­ 
shire, which may account for a rapid succession of 
rectors. 1 It is said to have been in consequence 
of this Pestilence that the custom grew so largely 
of English rectors receiving Papal indulgences to 
choose their own confessors, so that they might 
not lose absolution at the hour of death. Hugate, 
who is called rector of Warton in 1345, in that year 
received a licence of this kind from Clement VI. at 
Avignon. 2

Two rectors come in here who have no special 
interest attached to them John de Kirkby and 
Walter Power. They effected an exchange be­ 
tween the rectory of \Varton and a prebend at 
Lincoln in 1367, and Power continued at Warton 
for ten years. But on the death of Thomas de 
Thweng in 1374, the King, as Duke of Lancaster, 
again claimed the wardship of the heirs, and an 
extraordinary contention over the right of presenta­ 
tion began between the King and the heirs of the 
advowson, which lasted, with a few exceptions, for 
a hundred and seventy years. In the absence of 
a complete list of institutions in the registers of 
the Archdeaconry of Richmond, this dispute has to 
be traced in the light of the occasions when the 
accounts of it are preserved. The King's presenta­ 
tions are more completely recorded in the Patent 
Rolls, and show that he made two in 1344, two 
in 1377 and 1378, two in 1383, two in 13.^9, and

1 A document in the Public Record Office, which is a return of the 
profits received by the (Rural) Dean of Amounderness as Procurator 
of the Archdeacon of Richmond, from wills, mortuaries, &c., about 
1350, is probably to be trusted as showing the enormous mortality 
within a few miles of Warton. (Exchequer K.R., &c., Eccl. Docu­ 
ments, No. ft, Ed. III.)

2 Papal Letters, 1352.
C
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again two in 1420 and 1421, in the capacity of 
custodian of one or other of the heirs of Thomas 
de Thweng. On the other hand the descent of 
the advowson is fairly clear. Thomas de Thweng 
was, be it remembered, a priest, who at his death 
left three sisters as his heirs Margaret, married to 
Sir Robert de Hilton, Katherine, married to Sir 
Ralph Daubeny, and Lucia, married to Sir Robert 
Lumley. Margaret Hilton had no son, but two 
daughters Isabel, who married Sir Walter Ped- 
wardyn, and Maude, married to a Hotham, father 
of Sir John Hotham, who died in 1414. In 1377, 
three years after Thomas de Thweng's death, a 
fine was p.iid for Walter Pedwardyn and his wife, 
and Sir John de Hotham, to deliver to the heirs of 
Thomas de Thweng (that is, to the same persons) 
the advowson of Warton, &c. &c., which had been 
seized into the King's hands on the death of 
Thomas de Thweng.1 In 1414 the advowson was 
invested in Sir John Hotham, who had alternate 
right of presentation with Sir Robert Pedwardyn. 
Robert, grandson of Sir Robert Lumley, who mar­ 
ried Thomas de Thweng's third sister, was under 
age in 13/4, and in 13/8 the King made a presen­ 
tation to Warton as his custodian. By 1450 the 
advowson was in dispute between James Laurence 
of Ashton and Sir Thomas Lumley, who repre­ 
sented two of the heirs, and the Laurences and 
others claimed it subsequently until 1547.

King Richard 11.'s presentation in 13/7, already 
referred to, was at the request of his aunt Isabella, 
wife of Ingleram de Coucy, a Frenchman who had 
been created Earl of Bedford, and who possessed 
the manor of Maurholme in Warton, and may 
have made it occasionally his residence. Maur­ 
holme has been for a long while not identified, but 
the foundations of it may be traced near a farm

1 ynd Report of tit*: /V/W_j'-A~ivyVr of Public Records, vol. i. p. 349.
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called Dock Acres in the parish of Warton. 1 Jean 
Cauchon, a chaplain from the Countess's household, 
was the presentee, who was, like his patron, of 
French birth. He may probably be identified with 
a man of that name who was made Proctor for 
the French nation in the University of Paris in 
1418," and obtained a Canonry and Prebend in 
the Cathedral of Rheims in the following year. 
He held the degrees of Master of Arts and Bache­ 
lor of Theology, and was probably nearly related 
to Peter Cauchon, some time Bishop of Lisieux in 
France, who died in i447-;i

War was still going on between England and 
France, and it appears as if the strongest protection 
the King could give was insufficient to guarantee 
to one of that nation peaceable possession of 
an English rectory, for though Cauchon is still 
mentioned as parson in 1381, the King in April 
1378 presented Reginald de Hulton to the church 
of Warton, this time as custodian of the lands, &c., 
of Richard de Lumley. Hulton became Prebendary 
of York in 1380, and seems to have died at the 
close of 1384.

The King again presented in 1383 a chaplain 
of his own, who became very distinguished, by 
name   Richard Clifford. He was grandson of 
Sir Thomas Clifford and nephew to Roger, who 
became the head of that great family. To Richard 
Clifford, Warton was one of the first steps of a long 
ladder of preferment. Besides minor appointments 
he became Dean of York in 1397, and Archdeacon 
of Canterbury in 1398, on resigning the Deanery. 
He was offered the Bishopric of Bath and Wells 
in 1401, but declined it on the King's instance.

1 See also a note in Farrer's edition of The Lancashire Pipe-Roll, 
1902, and Inq. p.m. on Win. and Rob. Coucy, No. 63, 20 Ed. III.

2 A John Cauchon was rector of Thornton-in-Lonsdale in 1365, but 
could hardly be the same.

3 Buleus, Hist. Univ. Paris, vol. v. p. 912.
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He was, however, made Bishop of Worcester the 
same year, and, lastly, became Bishop of London 
in 1407 until his death in November 1421. He 
continued in favour with Richard II., and was 
Canon of St. Stephen's Chapel Royal at \Vest- 
minster when the appellant lords impeached Sir 
Simon Burley. Clifford, being involved in the 
same charges, was imprisoned in Rochester Castle. 
He was present in the Chapter House at St. Paul's 
at the trial of Sir John Oldcastle, and at that of 
John Clayton, both Lollards, and was Keeper of the 
Privy Seal in 1401, when elected Bishop of Wor­ 
cester.

He held this last post until he was translated 
to London in 1407. He was appointed to attend 
the Council of Constance in 1416, when the Council 
had been sitting for two years, and would then 
have witnessed the condemnation of Jerome of 
Prague, a follower of Huss and Wycliffe. At a 
later stage of the council Clifford did good work by 
voting for, and perhaps determining the election of, 
Oddo Colonna as Martin V., by which the long 
Papal schism was finally healed. Clifford was a 
benefactor to the University of Oxford. He pur­ 
chased Burnell's Inn, and turned it into a College 
under the name of London College. He provided 
for a body of scholars there during his lifetime, and 
left at his death a sum of 1000 marks. This was 
to be used as capital at the rate of ^40 each year, 
and consequently the endowment, and afterwards 
the College, soon came to an end. It was still 
existing in 1425, four years after Clifford's death. 1

It cannot be precisely determined for how long 
Clifford occupied the Warton rectory, for the King 
appointed, still as custodian of the heir of Thomas 
de Thweng, another candidate who bears a French

1 Rashdall, " Universities of Europe in the Middle Ages," vol. ii. 
pp. 758-60.
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name John Sebot. Six years later another 
Richard Clifford is presented by the King. 1

This one seems to have held at least a prebend 
of St. Paul's, London, and became Archdeacon of 
Middlesex in 1418 until his death in 1422, a year 
after his namesake and probable kinsman. But it 
is doubtful if the King's presentations either of 
Clifford or Hulton were effectual, for in the same 
year we find John de Bilton effecting an exchange 
for the rectory of Bilsby in Lincolnshire, and the 
King made an attempt to present William Cawoode, 
rector of Bilsby, to Warton. He was again un­ 
successful, for in November of the same year the 
King ratified an estate of John de Bilton and of 
William Cawoode, both as rectors of Warton. 
This, however, may merely be a necessary legal 
form to settle a question of arrears of tithe.

No further presentation is recorded until 1420, 
when a remarkable man, Marmaduke Lumley, was 
presented by the King and others not specified, but 
Marmaduke being a nephew of Thomas de Thweng, 
it is probable that the King and the real patrons pre­ 
sented jointly. Marmaduke became Chancellor of 
Cambridge University, Master of Trinity I fall, and 
Bishop of Carlisle from 1430 to 1450, in which year 
he was translated to Lincoln, but died before the 
year closed.

He was only a year at Warton, and in 1421 the 
King again stepped in and presented Robert 
Rollestone, who may be the same who was pre­ 
viously rector of Mablethorp, in Lincolnshire, and 
became Prebendary of London 1422-6.

In the meanwhile, a portion at least of the

1 The writer of the life of Richard de Clifford in the " Dictionary 
of National Biography," from which part of this account of Clifford 
is taken, has only recognised one. They are distinguished in the 
Patent Rolls by one being termed "the younger," but it is still 
difficult to assign the right offices to each in the maze of ecclesiastical 
preferment in which both arc entangled.
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aclvowson came into the hands of the Laurence 
family of Ashton. James Laurence was presented 
to Warton in January 1450.

His father Robert died that year, holding the 
manor of Carnforth, Saltacre, and the advowson of 
Warton from the King as Duke of Lancaster. All 
these had been in the hands of John Hotham thirty 
years before. 1

James Laurence presented Robert Dobbes, who 
had been Precentor and was then Prebendary of 
York, and was some time Dean of the Arches. But 
a counter-presentation was made, this time not by 
the King but by Sir Thomas Lumley, one of the 
heirs of Thomas de Thweng. His candidate was 
George Neville, son of Richard, Earl of Salisbury, 
and at that time vicar of Kendal. The King, how­ 
ever, being appealed to, put both presentations 
aside and re-presented Robert Rollestone, his 
original candidate of 1421, who held a prebend at 
Lincoln from 1435 to 1452, and had apparently 
been ejected by Laurence. Rollestone died shortly 
afterwards, and George Neville, Sir Thomas Lum- 
ley's candidate, was instituted and held the benefice 
until 1458, although in 1456 he was made Bishop 
of Exeter. He continued as Bishop until 1465, in 
which year he was made Archbishop of York, and 
held this post, as well as other distinguished ones, 
until his death in 14/2.

In 1458 Robert Fleming was instituted, upon 
the presentation of Sir James Laurence. Fleming 
was at that time Dean of Lincoln, and continued 
as such until his death in 1483. He was related 
to Richard Fleming, founder of Lincoln College, 
Oxford, but was himself a member of University

1 The claim of the Laurences to the advowson was contended on 
the grounds that they possessed Saltacre, a small waste piece of 
ground on the Carnforth Sands, and that the advowson was 
appendent to it. See Abstracts of Pica A'o//s, Co, 1'al. Lanes. , 
Z Rich. III., Laurence  ; . Lumley.
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College in 1438. He at one time studied in Italy, 
and in 1477 wrote " Lucubrationes Tiburtinae," 
which was an encomium on Pope Sixtus IV., in 
which he showed much ingenuity in overcoming 
the difficulties which would naturally be attached 
to such a theme. Bale mentions other writings of 
his. He died as Dean of Lincoln in 1483. 1

The King claimed the advowson again, and 
presented Roger Middleton on the death of 
Fleming, and Sir James Laurence made a counter- 
presentation of Robert Laurence, possibly his own 
son, who was then only in sub-deacon's orders. 
He remedied this disqualification by being made 
deacon and priest a few months later. The dispute 
was carried on with considerable spirit, for a certain 
Thomas Bolron, John Laurence, and other legal 
men having taken possession of the rectory house, 
certain people came from Lancaster in 1483, and, 
failing to dislodge them, set the rectory on fire and 
assaulted them. 2 The dispute was settled by the 
law courts in favour of Laurence, but on the next 
vacancy the King presented by letters patent, under 
the seal of the Duchy of Lancaster, in 1507-8, 
Richard Dudley, a cousin of Edmund Dudley, the 
King's favourite, and his clerical executor ; that is, 
he was responsible for the carrying out of the 
numerous bequests for churches, and for his own 
soul, by which Edmund doubtless tried to atone 
for his extortions. Edmund died possessed of 
some lands in Lancashire.

Sir James Laurence died in 1490, and his son, 
John Laurence, succeeded to Saltacre and the

1 Cave says : " Scripsit heroico carmine nwjjnifictim Sixti IV. I'onti- 
ficis Encomium libris ii., quihus Lucubrutionum Tiburtinarimi titulum 
cledit. Priore libro Sixti prosapiam, litam, rcs^cstas ac virtutes 
celebrat; postcriorc calumnias illi affictas tliluit, illustre parcntelae 
ejus elo^ium ponit; ubique autcni pudenda adulatione usus immensis 
laudihus I'ontificem immorentcm cumulat '' (Historic I.iteraria, 1638, 
i. I55A).

2 Co. Pal. Lanes. Writs Froth., File 21 Ed. IV. a.



4O Old Rectory House and Rectory of \\ 7arton

advowson. John Laurence, on the presentation 
of Dudley by the King, again took violent means 
to dispute the King's claims. For " litell dreading 
the censures of Holy Churche," on the 8th day of 
October sent John Whittington, gentleman, John 

II Thomson, John Gurnell, Richard Croft, and about 
eighty of his servants and tenants "in defensible 
array and harness" to Warton, who broke open 
the doors of the Parsonage, threshed and carried 
away Richard Dudley's corn and grain which was 
in his barns there, and employed for their own 
.use all the tithes, oblations, mortuaries, and other 
emoluments thereto belonging. The men then 
went to the church and remained as an armed 
garrison in the steeple for some weeks. 1

The church was used as a kitchen, the men 
roasting meat in it, and when the curate returned 
from having taken the sacrament with him into the 
parish to minister to sick persons, and wished to 
re-enter the church, the garrison irreverently, " more 
like children of dampnacion than of salvation," kept

I 
him outside a long time. John Laurence was a 
person of position in the county, having his seat 
at Ashton, and was a Commissioner of the Peace, 
which appears to have made him the more secure 
from punishment.

He was engaged in a more serious riot, apparently 
directed against the King's rights or claims in Ouer- 
more Park, near Lancaster, whence had come some 
of the King's men some years before, who had burnt 
the rectory and assaulted him. At various times 
between April and July 1523 he went with a party

1 There is no date to the account, so it cannot be said precisely 
how loni*. (Lancashire Pleadings, Lanes. Record Society, vol. xxxv., 
1897.)

The present steeple was built in the early fifteenth century by the 
Washington family, whose arms are built into the wall above the 
west door, and of whom Robert Washington died in 1483, holding 
Jntwhytefeld (now Tcwitfield), in the parish.
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of gentlemen, entered the park, and " with bowes, 
arrowes, greyhoundes, and other engynes," killed 
the deer, and took them away, and at sundry times 
lay in wait to murder John Turnor, the under- 
keeper, who endeavoured to save them ; and they 
were accused also of causing certain other persons, 
" disguysed in woman's apparell," to lie in wait to 
slay him, so frightening him that he dare not stay 
in his own house. It was not an ordinary poaching 
affray, for all the persons named are gentlemen of 
position. Some of the marauders on one occasion 
were imprisoned, and Laurence and his party of 
more than 300 " walked in a garrison and a gret 
rowte within the towne of Lancaster from ix of the 
clok of the ffest (nativity of St. John Baptist) afore 
noone unto v of the clok at aftrenoone of the same 
day." It was Lancaster fair clay, and the populace 
was much alarmed. They then broke open the 
gate of Lancaster Castle to set free the two men 
who had been imprisoned, Pachett and Crosgill, but 
when Laurence could not do so because of the 
strong "clurres of yrne " there, he sent some of his 
company to the house of the deputy-keeper of the 
castle in the town, and elsewhere, and when they 
could not find the prisoners, they " manasshed and 
threyted to sley and murther" John Standish, 
the deputy-keeper, so that he dare not go about 
his business. 1 So John Laurence was not one 
quietly to acquiesce when the King invaded his 
rights as patron.

Richard Dudley, the rector of Warton at the 
time of the second assault on the Parsonage, was 
unfortunate in another of his ecclesiastical trans­ 
actions, for Hugh Cook, the last abbot of Reading, 
had played a financial trick, not uncommon when 
it was rumoured that the monasteries were to

1 Lancashire Pleadings in the Duchy Coin-/, I.ancs. Record Society, 
vol. xxxvv 1897.
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be dissolved. He granted Richard Dudley an 
annuity of ^80, doubtless for a sum of money 
paid to the abbot, in 1528. This annuity was 
charged on the abbey lands. Eight years later 
the abbey was dissolved, and the abbot was one 
of those three against whose name Cromwell, 
with a fine cynicism of justice, made the celebrated 
note that he was to be sent to Reading to be tried 
and executed. And so it was clone. The pension 
of ^80 came to be charged upon the rectory of 
Warton, the King probably finding this a convenient 
way of discharging the debt. But though the King 
could present Dudley, it has been seen that he 
could not secure the dues to him. In 1541 it 
appeared that Sir Edward Molyneux had in his 
hands ^440, which Dudley said was due to him, 
and all the corn, grain, hemp, hay, and flax, to the 
value of £66. 1 Richard Dudley had the qualification 
of learning to make him an acceptable rector, and 
it will be seen that the cure of souls in his time was 
not altogether neglected. He was attached to Oriel 
College, Oxford, and Principal of St. Mary's Hall 
from 1502 to 1506. In the second year of his 
Principalship he was Proctor. He was Prebendary 
of London in 1505 until his death, and in 1508, the 
year of his appointment to Warton, he was also pre­ 
ferred to prebends in Lincoln and York Cathedrals. 
He died in 1536. In the disgraceful trafficking in 
benefices which went on at that time, the advowson 
had been sold by Sir Thomas Kirkeby, a chap­ 
lain, to Sir 2 John Stringer, who appears to succeed 
as the next, and possibly as last, rector. Stringer 
seems to have had the distinction of holding no 
other preferment. But it is remarkable that in the 
Valor Ecclcsiastic^^s made by an order in 1534, and

1 Lnncasliirc Pleadings, as before, 33 Hen. VIII. 
- "Sir" \vas at this time an ordinary title of one with a University 

degree.
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carried out presumably within the few succeeding 
years, Brian Higden is mentioned as incumbent, so 
it is possible that he preceded Stringer. Higden 
was made Doctor of Laws in 1506, and became 
Principal of Broadgates Hall, Oxford ; was rector 
of Buckenhall, Norfolk, in 1508; of Kirby, near 
Ripingale, in 1511; and of Nettleton, in Lincolnshire, 
in 1513. He became Canon of Lincoln in the 
same year as Richard Dudley, and was sub-Dean 
from 1511 to 1523. He was further made Pre­ 
bendary of York and of London in 1516, and was 
Dean of York from the same year until his death in 
June 1^539.

Besides these ecclesiastical offices he was one of 
the Commissioners of the North from 1529 onwards, 
and a member of the Council of the Duke of Rich­ 
mond. In this capacity he continually appears in 
the State Papers as a correspondent of Cardinal 
Wolsey. The letters are dated either from York 
or from Sheriff Hutton, and he can have spent little 
of his time at Warton, if, in fact, he ever resided 
there. He died in 1539. Stringer, of whom 
nothing is known, died in 1552. But though his 
occupation passed without recorded incident, exter­ 
nally a good deal happened to the Church in these 
years. The Reformation went through some of its 
most important stages. The first reformed Prayer- 
book was issued with the approval of Convocation 
and the force of the Act of Uniformity in 1549. 
The monasteries were dissolved, and among them 
the Benedictine Cathedral Priory of Worcester, 
between 1537 and 1540. Henry VIII. seized the 
Priory possessions, and by letters patent in 1547 
granted the manor and advowson of Warton, to 
which it appears he had a very doubtful claim, to 
the newly-founded Dean and Chapter of Worcester 
Cathedral. In their hands it has remained until the 
present day, not otherwise being claimed, except by
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Oliver Cromwell, who presented under the Great 
Seal of the Kingdom in 1655.

It will have been noticed that at the time of 
Laurence's attack on the rectory a curate was found 
giving the ordinary ministrations of the Church to 
the parish. It is impossible to estimate with any 
exactness to what extent the cure of souls was pro­ 
vided for. The parish at that time covered about 
15^ square miles, with nine townships, and one 
church with a chapelry served the whole. For 
some time previous to the Reformation a chantry 
was attached to the parish church, and the priest 
doubtless kept school on a small scale.

But the relative annual sums allotted to the 
rector and vicar at the Tithe Commutation Act of 
1836, of £,\ 200 and ^80 a year, seem to have been 
based upon proportions already decided at the 
Reformation. The chapelry, i.e. of Silverdale, had 
an income of £$ a year, paid by the vicar of 
Warton, and the conclusion must be drawn that 
the cure of souls was greatly neglected and per­ 
petually starved, and Warton is only typical of the 
majority of private benefices.

Those who are interested in the welfare of the 
Church have frequently lamented the appropriation 
of great tithes to the monasteries and the financial 
exactions of the Popes as tending to starve the 
parishes. But in unappropriated benefices the 
cure of souls was no better provided for, nor were 
the revenues of the Church better employed in 
pre-Reformation days.

The development of the parochial system with 
resident clergy supervising denned districts was 
arrested at an early stage by papal exactions, by 
the monastic system, and by alienation of revenues 
to non-residents.

The English Church made an effort to return to 
it by reducing pluralities and re-endowing parishes
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in the last century. But it was reserved for these 
latter days to take up the work of diocesan and 
parochial development on the lines begun by 
Theodore twelve hundred and more years ago.

RECTORS AND VICARS OF WARTON

RECTOR 

William the Chaplain

AUTHORITY DATK PATRON
Between 1180 William de Lan-

and 1199 caster
1 Thomas of Grimston York Register Commendam

before 1281 
tialvan de Thweng Papal Licence 1304 to 1316 Mannaduke de

and Patent Thweng 
Also rector of Lytham ; resigned before 1324. 

Robert de Thweng Inq. p.m. 1342 
William de Hugate Patent 1344 (May) Heir of Robert de

Thweng 

William deGaghenstede Patent 1344 (Dec.) to ,, ,.
I3S2

John de Kirkby, Priest York Register Resigned in 1367 
Walter Power ,, Instituted in 1367 
John Cauchon Patent 1377 Heir of Thomas de

A Frenchman by birth Thweng 
Reginald de Hulton Patent 1378 Heir of Richard de

Lomley 
Richard de Clifford Patent 1383 Heir of Thomas de

Thweng 
Bishop of Worcester, 1401 ; of Bath and Wells, 1401 ; and of London, 1407-21.

John Sebot Patent 1383 Heir of Thomas de
Thweng

Richard Clifford (the Patent 1389 ,, ,, 
younger)

Archdeacon of Middlesex, 1418; died 1422.

John de Bilton Patent 1389 (Nov.) ,,   
Formerly rector of Bilsby.

William Cawoode Patent and York 1389 ,,  
Register 

Marmaduke Lumley York Register 1420
Bishop of Carlisle, 1430; of Lincoln, 1450; died 1450. 

Robert Rolleston Patent 1421 The King 
Prebendary of Southwell, 1410 to 1426.

1 There is a doubt if this presentation is to Warton in Kendal or to Warton in
Amounderness.
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RKCTOR AUTIIUKITY DATE PATRON
Robert Dobbes ... 1450-51 (Jan. 16) James Laurence of

Ashton 
PrelxMidary of Hereford in 1465, and Dean of the Arches, &c.

Robert Rollestone ... 1450-51 The King 
Prebendary of Lincoln, 1435-52; died about 1453.

George Neville ... 1450-51 (Jan. 17) Sir Thomas Lumley
Son of Richard, Earl of Salisbury ; reined VVarton, 1458 ; Bishop of 

Kxetcr, 1456-65 ; Chancellor of England, 1460 and 1461 ; Archbishop 
of York, 1465-76; died 1476.

Robert Fleming York Register 1458 (Nov. 26) Sir James Laurence 
Dean of Lincoln, 1451 ; died 1483.

Roger Middleton ... 1483 The King 
Rector of Claughton, 1489.

Roliert Laurence ... 1489-90 Sir James Laurence 

Richard Dudley Patent 1507-8 The King
Principal of St. Mary's Hall, Oxford, 1502-6 ; Prebendary of London, 

1504 to 1536; died 1536.

Brian Higilen ... Before 1534
Dean of York, 1516-39; died 1539.

John Stringer ... About 1535 ;
died 1552

The benefice was impropriated by the King at this time, and granted 
by letters patent, dated i Edward VI. (1547), to the Dean and Chapter 
of Worcester Cathedral, who thereby became rectors of Warton, and the 
following vicars succeeded.

Thomas Hansey ... *5S3 John Barlow, Dean of
Worcester

Reginald Waeson (or ... About 1558; 
Weston) died 1583

Henry Livesey ... 1583 Dean and Chapter of
Worcester

William Owborne ... '589; died 1613 
Vicar of Bolton-le-Sands also.

Anthony Bugg ... 1613 ', died 1631 Bishop of Chester

James Smorthwaite ... 1632 Dean and Chapter of
Worcester

Richard Walker ... i<"M 6-47 (Mar. i)
Instituted and inducted by Dr. Heath by order of the House of Lords. 

Ejected or resigned in 1653.

Francis Jackson ... 1655 Presented by Oliver
Cromwell under the 
Great Seal

Previously schoolmaster at Kirby-Lonsdale. Formally presented and 
inducted by the Dean and Chapter of Worcester at the Restoration in 
1661. Continued as vicar until his death in 1670.
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RECTOR AUTHORITY DATE PATRON
Thomas Atkinson ... 1670; diedi68i Dean and Chapter of

Worcester
Thomas Lawson ... 1681 ; died 1710 ,, ,, 
Josiah Sanby, M.A. ... 1710; resigned ,, ,,

1711

John Davies, M.A. ... 1711 ; died 1714 ,, ,, 

William Aylmer ... 1714; died 1733 ,, ,,
Previously a Roman Catholic. 

Robert Oliver, NT. A. ... 1734; resigned ,, ,,
1775 

Rector of \Vhittington from 1768 to 1782.

Thomas Hest ... Presented 1775 ; ,, ,,
died 1789 

Joseph Nicholson ... Instituted 1789; ,, ,,
died 1798

Minister of the chapclry of Aughton previous to 1789, and until his death 
in 1799, aged 82.

Thomas Washington ... Instituted 1799 ; Dean and Chapter of
died 1823 Worcester 

Previously curate of Warton, 1779 to 1799. 
James Barns ... Instituted 1823 ; ,, ,,

died 1837
Curate of Silverdale, 1820-23 i rebuilt vicarage house at Warton. 

William Mutton, M.A. ... 1837 Dean and Chapter of
Worcester

Resigned to become vicar of Reetham, 1844 to 1881.
Thomas Dean ... 1844 ; died 1871 ,, ,, 
Thomas Holland Pain, ... Instituted 1871 ; ,, ,,

M.A. died 1903
John Kestell Floyer, ... Instituted 1903 ,, ,, 

M.A.

The latter portion of this list is largely compiled from one obtained from the 
Registry at Chester, by Mr. W. O. Roper, to whom I am indebted for its use. 
I also wish to acknowledge an obligation to Mr. W. Farrer, for kindly placing 
copies of records at my disposal. J. K. F.


