NOTES ON THE PARISH CHURCH OF
ST. WILFRED, STANDISH

By William Frederick Price
Read 17th November 1904

INTRODUCTION.

WRAPT in the mist of unwritten history there
is 'some tradition that long before the
coming of the Normans, Standish was a fortified
station or camp of some importance. Lying, as it
does, on an elevated plateau 370 feet above sea-
level, on the direct route of the Roman road
between Wigan and Walton-le-Dale, there may be
some truth in the tradition. The fact that the
Romans were acquainted with the use of -coal is
now fully established, and so great an authority on
mining as Professor Hull considers there is good
evidence that they discovered and worked the
Arley seam which crops out along the banks of
the river Douglas between Standish and Wigan.
Years ago, while driving a tunnel to divert the
course of the river, this coal seam of 6 feet in
thickness was found to have been mined in a
manner hitherto altogether unknown. ‘It was
excavated into a series of polygonal chambers, with

vertical walls opening into each other by short

passages, and, on the whole, presenting on a ground
plan something of the appearance of a honeycomb.
The chambers were regular in size and form, and
were altogetherdifferent from anything within the ex-

perience of the miners of the district ; there is some-
238
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thing in the symmetrical arrangement and regu-
larity of the works peculiarly Roman, reminding one
of their tesselated pavements.”—Z%e . Coalfields of
Great Britain, pp. 12—13, Edward Hull, B.A., 1861.

“Other traces of Roman: occupation were found at
Standish in the seventeenth century inithe shape of
a Roman hoard of about 200 denarii (Domman to
Gordianus) and two gold rings.

- Although the Romans mined coal and other
minerals in this Island during their occupation; it
was not until the beginning of the fourteenth
century that we find documentary evidence of the
leasing of land for the purpose of coal mining in
various parts of England and Wales. = In the series
of *Charters and Deeds. relative to the Standish
family of Standish and Duxbury ” there is a lease
dealing with land in Shevington in the parish of
Standish, in:which mention is made of “ Fyrston”
(fire stone) and *“ Secole” (sea-coal): the date
of this deed is 1350. Possibly the early dis-
covery of that valuable mineral, here called *fire
stone,” may have some connection with the ety-
mology of the word Standish, for in charters of the
twelfth and thirteenth centuries the spelling most
frequently found'is Stanedis or Stanesdis, and at'a
later date it becomes Stanesdich and Standyshe.

Before the development and working of the
Standish coal seams the inhabitants of the parish
were employed in the weaving of cotton and silk by
hand loom; several of these old hand looms were
at work in Standish so late as 1860-5. While
rummaging among old documents at the Diocesan
Registry at Chester for material for these notes, a
list of recusants of thé parish of Standish was found
for the year 1706; and out of about eighty male
inhabitants, only one is mentioned as following the
occupation of collier; the remainder are chiefly
described as yeomen, weavers, and labourers,
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The Parish of Standish comprises ten townships
—Standish-cum-Langtree, Shevington, Coppull,
Worthington, Adlington, Anderton, Charnock
Richard, Heath Charnock, Duxbury, and Welsh
Whittle. These ten townships are identical in
name with the ten ancient manors into which the
district was divided in fourteenth of King John,
1212 ; and the ten manors were, with the exception
of Coppull, held at that date by the family of
Bussell, Barons of Penwortham.—Zancashire Pipe
Rolls, W. Farrer. '

Dealing now only with the township of Standish-
cum-Langtree, in which the church and village of
Standish are situated, it is recorded in the Zesta de
Nevill (vol. ii. /. 816) that Richard Bussell [1135—
1160] gave two carucates of land in Standish and
Langtree to Robert Spileman in marriage with his
sister. By a fine levied at Westminster on: the
Octave of Holy Trinity, sth June 1206, these two
carucates of land were partitioned between Siward
de Langtree and Ralph: de Standish, Siward
taking the carucate of land in" Langtree, one
moiety of the advowson of the Church of Standish,
a moiety of the commonable wood in Standish, and
sixteen acres of assarted® land lying near the said
wood ; Ralph taking the carucate of land in
Standish, the other moiety of the advowson and
of the wood, and sixteen acres of assarted land.

There is ample evidence in early deeds relating
to lands in Standish showing that the township
was at one time chiefly wood and waste, for we
meet with grants of ‘“house bote” and ‘ fire bote”
(wood for repairs and fuel), and common of turbary,
with pannage for hogs in the woods of Standish
and Langtree.

Many disputes took place between the houses of

1 « Assarted land ” =woodland which has been cleared and brought
into cultivation.

gl s d
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Standish and Langtree as to their individual rights
in taking in at different times the * wastes in
Standish and Langtree,” and an attempted settle-
ment of these disputes was made in 1357 by an
appeal to the “mediation of their common friends.”
An alliance between the families in 1403—4, when
Richard de Longtre, by a dispensation® from the
Bishop of Coventry, took to wife Elizabeth, daughter
of Rauff Standish (Standish Charters, p. 88), does
not seem to have ended the disputes, and we find
arbitrations and awards going on until the sixteenth
century.

ADVOWSON.,

In the division of land already mentioned
between Ralph de Standish and Siward de Longtree,
the advowson of the Church of Standish is specifi-
cally dealt with; one moiety thereof being appor-
tioned to Ralph, and the other to Siward.

I have not found any instance of the Longtree
family ever having exercised the right of presenta-
tion to Standish, while there is evidence in the
charters and deeds of the Standish family showing
that the Standishes retained and jealously guarded
their privileges in this respect. The last presenta-
tion made by the Standishes was in 1713. Shortly
after that date the Standish estates were confis-
cated and sold by the Crown, and Charles, Duke
of Somerset, Chancellor of the University of Cam-
bridge, made the two succeeding presentations in
1722 and 1724. Later, the perpetuity of the rectory
for twenty-one years was purchased for the sum of
41200 by the Claytons of Adlington, and in July
1760 Richard Clayton, Esq., of Adlington, pre-
sented Edward Smalley to the rectory. The

1 Mr. Farrer suggests that Siward and Ralph were brothers, sons
of Leising, who probably married the daughter and heiress of Robert

Spileman ; this dispensation for a marriage between a Longtre and
Standish strengthens the suggestion of a kinship.

Q
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advowson then passed by purchase to the Right
Honourable Sir Richard Perryn, knight, one of
the Barons of His Majesty’s Exchequer, and was
again sold to the Rev. Wm. Green Orrett, Rector
of Standish in 1826. By June 1841 it had passed
to Dr. Joseph Pilkington Brandreth of Liverpool,
and from him to the present owner, Miss Adams, in
1886.

CHANTRIES.

There were three chantries within the Church of
Standish—the Chantry of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
or the Altar of Our Lady; the Chantry at the Altar
of St. Nicholas; and the Chantry of the Holy
Cross, or Rood Altar.

The Chantry at the Altar of Our Lady.

References made to this chantry in the Standish
Charters quite clear up any doubt as to who was the
founder :—

¢ Ralph de Standish, patron of the Church of Standish, and of
the advowson of #Ze chantry in the said church, founded by

Henry Waleys, admits Thomas Thorpe, clerk, to be chantry priest
of the said chantry for life. Date, 1404-5.

“ Henry de Standish, patron of the Church of Standish,
presents Thomas del Lee, clerk, chanter to 7% chantry in
Standish Church. Date, 1388-9.”

This chantry was the earliest foundation of the
three, and from the wording of the above it was
the only chantry in the Church up to 1404-5: in the
Chetham Society’s volume on the Lancashire Chan-
tries it is erroneously stated that Christopher (or
Alexander) Wall was the founder. Henry Waley,
the founder, was Rector of Standish from 1301 to
1338, or perhaps later; the chantry was endowed with
lands in Standish, Langtree, and Welsh Whittle. In
the Royal Commissioners” Report on the Chantries,
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the Chantry at the Altar of Our Lady is described
as being situated at the extreme eastern part of the
Church, its position being similar to that of the
Lady Chapel in ancient churches. (The piscina
and aumbrey still exist, and may be seen at the
south side of the altar at the extreme east end of
the Church.) At the date of the suppression of the
chantries, 1548, William Bimson, aged forty-six,
“a lame and impotent man,” was the priest-incum-
bent at this altar, and was bound to find thirteen
tapers before the Sacrament, and to maintain the
service in the Choir every Holy Day. He had a
pension of £4, 5s.6d. He died on the 23rd January
1562, and was buried at Standish. Probably he
came of a local family : Bimsons are still resident
in Shevington.

Of the priests who served at this altar, we have
the names of, three—

In 1388 Thomas de Lee, presented by Henry Standish,

In 1404 Thomas Thorpe, presented by Ralph Standish.
In 1548 William Bimson.

Chantry at the Altar of St. Nickolas.

Said to have been founded by Alexander Fair-
clough, who was Rector of Standish in 1478, but
the date of foundation has not been discovered.
It was probably situated in the north aisle of the
Church. There was formerly a brass plate in the
north aisle, with an inscription in Latin to the effect
that Robert Pylkington had been custodian and
chaplain of this chantry, and gave to the chantry
a yearly revenue of six marks. He died on the 6th
May 1498. James Nevore was chantry priest at
the date of the Commissioners’ Report, and the
chantry was endowed with land in Rivington,
Whittle, Adlington, and Heath Charnock.

There is no reference to this chantry in the
Standish Charters.

-
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Chantry at the Rood Allar, or Chantry of the Holy

Cross.

It is stated in History of Chantries (Chetham
Soctety, vol. 60, p. 181) that this chantry was
founded in or about the year 1483 by James
Standish of Duxbury. The editor has probably fallen
into an error here, as appears from the following
extract from the Standish Charters (p. 73) :—

“ Alexander Standish, son and heir of Rauff Standish, as
executor of the last will and testament of James Standish of £7/ey
(now Arley), gent., inducts Peter Bower chanter or chantry

priest, to celebrate in the chantry of the ¢ Holy Cross’in Standish
Church.”

(The Standishes of Erley and the Standishes
of Gathurst are both frequently mentioned in the
Standish Charters.)

It has been orally transmitted that the chapel on
the north side of the chancel in Standish Church
was originally a chantry founded by the Duxbury
house, which still claims some uncertain and un-
defined right to it, but the Chantry Commissioners
are precise in their allocation of the site of this
chantry to the Rood Loft.

There is no evidence of the Standishes of Stan-
dish, or the Standishes of Duxbury, ever having
founded a chantry in Standish Church. There is a
piscina in the Standish Chapel in the south aisle,
but this chapel was not built till 1589, and the
chantries were suppressed in 1548.

The endowments of this chantry consisted of
lands or tenements in Langtree, Worthington, and
Chorley. In 1548 Peter Bower, chantry priest at
the Rood Altar, was aged seventy-two years, and had
a pension of £3,0s.8d. He was buried at Standish
on 20th day of March 1556 (Record Society, vol. i.
pp- 69-70). , 7

When Henry VIII. first set his Commissioners
to ascertain what plunder might be got from church
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plate and goods, the authorities at Standish seem
to have got wind of their coming, and all the three
chantries in the Church were declared to be
without plate. However, in 1552, when an “In-
ventory of goods in the churches and chapels
of Lancashire” was taken, Rawf Baley, Thomas
Johnson, William Brandocke,and Henry Birtewysell,
churchwardens, delivered the following goods :—

Three great bells, four sacring bells, two chalices
of silver with patens, two whole suits of vestments,
two tynnacles, one alb with an amice, three other
old vestments, four old copes, two other vestments,
three old coverings to three altars, six altar cloths,
six towels, two cruets of pewter, two paxes of brass,
and “one grene say that hangs before a pycture
of Saynct Wylfryde belongyng to the Church of
Standish.”

A chasuble is preserved at the Roman Catholic
Chapel at Standish, a portion of which is assigned
to the fifteenth century, also a silver chalice of
seventeenth century, and a sacring bell dated 1551.
There are also preserved some ancient altar stones
bearing consecration crosses, probably removed
from Standish Church.

Return of Recusants in 1706.

The following return of Recusants for the Parish
of Standish for the year 1706 is from the Diocesan
Registry, Chester :—

For

The Right Rever® Father

in'God, Nicholas! Lord

Bishop of Ches".

My Lord!
The enclosed is a perfect list of ye
Papists & reputed Papists within our Parish of
Standiss which had been sent sooner but that I
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expected a form ; their number is very near what I
sent before only you have now the servants, their
qualities are exact, for though we have too many,
yet most of them are poor ; but as to their estates
I can give no exact account, much of these being
drawn in joyntures and more clogged with debts,
their circumstances I think run low in our neigh-
bourhood but they are very high & insolent the
reasons I dare not assign.

I wish y* Lordship a happy journey success in
the Church and nations concern, healthy & lon
life & Heaven at your exit which shall be the daily
prayer of

My Lord
Yo' Lords humble & much
obliged Ser*

Wwm. Hayvpock.
9 Septr. 1706.

A True & PerrecT LisT oF ALL PorisH REcusaNTs
viz. HousHoLp* CHILDREN AND SERV™ WITHIN
THE PARISH OF STaANDISH W™ Y® RESPECTIVE
Quarity’s As ForLk :—

IN v® TOWNSHIPP OF STANDISH.
An {Ralph Standish Esq" & Patron of ye Rectory of

Incumbred Standish, his moth® his wife 5 children 3 men
estate servants 6 women Serv® and M*® Benson.

Serv' to Emer Grymbulston his wife 2 children & a woman
R:S serv',

Malst John Walmsley Gent his wife, three children.

Robert Walmsley his Broth Lin-Weaver.
2 ) Ralph Taylor Shopkeep® Son & Daught".
5 lAlice Duxbury Widd her two sons Linn Weavers
& a daught”.

1 Bishop Nicholas Stratford, consecrated 1689, died 1707.
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( John Charlton.

Peter Howorth Labo® his wife & 4 children.
Edward Brown Lin weav* and his wife.
Edward Standish his Broth* & 2 Sisters.
Jane Harvy Widd 2 sons & a daughtr.
Roger Scott Labou" his wife & 5 children.
Ralph Rainford Labou’.

W= Rainford Labou* his wife & 3 child".
James Naylor Weav" his wife & 2 child.
Lawrence Brown Weav" his wife & 2 child".
Edw? Brown Weav* & 5 children.

ffrances Brown Linnen Weav",

Bridget Brown Spinst".

1 Mary Greenall Wid & g children,

An Hilton her Daught” & 4 children.

Marg® Wife of Edw* Chamberlin—2 child.

James Naylor Labourer.

Richard Lithgoe Labou® his wife, his sister & 3
children. :

The wife of James Seddon & 2 children.

W= Grunnell Yeom™ his wife & one child.

Thomas Standish Lab" & 3 children.

john Sharp Lab* his wife & 3 children.

John Rigby.

Anne Taylor Widdow.

L All persons of small or no Estates.

IN THE TOWNSHIP OF LANGTREE.

Edward Winward Yeom his wife & daught,
Rob* Higham Labou® his wife.
Oliv* Bibby Yeom & 2 children,

. Richard Armetriding Butcher his wife & 4 children.

Thomas Winward Taylor & his wife.

Th® Hatton Yeom his wife & 6 children.

Rich? Silcock Yeom wife & a son.

Roger Woods Wife.

James Gest Laboir his wife & 3 children.

John Watt Taylor & 2 children.

Margery y° wife of John Chamberlin Nay'.

Henry Preston Dy* wife & one child.

Ralph Jackson Weaver his wife and 4 children.

Henry Fox his wife & a sfon.

Henry Langtree Labourer.

The wife of W™ Baxonden Blacksmith and a child.
All Labouring People.
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IN YE TOWNSp OF SHEVINGTON.

W™ Brindle Taylor his wife & childe.
Jane Nighall widdow.
Thomas Catterall Labou* his wife & 2 child.
Margret Baxtonden.
Richard Ffox Labouf & his wife.
Edmund Welsh Carpent® his wife & 3 child".
Jo" Rigby Carpenter.
Elizabeth Blackburn Widd & 2 children.
Marg' Heaton widdow.

most of them Paup™.

IN vE TownsHIP oF WELCH-WHITTLE.

Thomas Whalley Taylor & his wife.
Joseph Tompsons Wife.

Jo" Fletch Naylor his Wife.

I'he Wife of Rich? Nicholson yeoi.

IN YE TowNp OF WORTHINGTON.
Thomas Steenson wisket mak™ & his wife.

In vE TowNsp orF DUXBURY.

Thomas Lucas Son & Daught".
a Broken Ale Keep".

IN THE Townsp oF COPPULL.
His son in
Prison and
Estate M* Worthington his Wife, his Son and 3 Children.
much
indebted.

Jane Taylor her son & daught.

W™ Egremundy his wife & 2 daught®.
John Howard his wife & 2 children.
Thomas Taylor his wife & 2 children.
Jane Vaux & her daughter.

James Watmough & 3 children.
Edward Waters his wife & 3 children. P
The Wife of Jo" Markland. P
The Wife of Thomas Boothe.

Oliver Taylor & 8 children.
Catherine Pilkington Spinst".

Miles Dicconson & his wife.

The Wife of Robt. Cooper.

The Wife of John Duxbury. J
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In vyE TowNp OF ADLINGTON.
None.

INn vE TownsHipP OF HETH CHARNOCK.

Edward Brettargh Yeom & daught.
His Estate much indebted.

IN YE TOWNSp OF ANDERTON.

J Hugh Nightingale his wife & 3 child™
. James Frithe & 2 sons.
( Both poor Labouring Men.

IN THE TowNsp OF CHARNOCK RICHARD.

John Foster Tann® & his wife. The
Richard Parker Yeoman. Tanns
James Parker Tann® his wife & 2 (able

child. Tradesmen,

William Roscow yeom & 12 child”.
William Smith Husbandman wife & 4 child®, -
W™ Fletch® Nayl” his wife & one child.
James Day Labou* wife & childe.
Rob* Jackson Collier.
W Jackson Labourer his wife.
Richard Parker, Webster.
Anthony Morrice Labouf wife & child.
John Charnock Husband™ his wife.
John Worthington L.ab his wife.
John Felton Yeoman.
Mathew Woods Paup* his wife & 2 child.
- James Felton his wife and child.
Richard Parkinson Carpent® his wife.
Obadiah Parkinson Carpent® & 2 child.
Jo" Armetriding Butch® his wife & 3 child.
Willi : Sefton Mason his wife & son.
Robt Foster Tann® his wife & 2 child".
an able Tradesman.
Edward Wilding Pauper.
The Rest all Labour®.

The Persons above written are all the Papists or Reputed
Papists within ye above*® Parish in the County of Lancast’ and
Diocese of Chest'".

November y© 15" 1706.
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Tue Crurcu (EXTERIOR).

Documentary evidence has already been given of
the existence of a Church at Standish in 1206. It
may have been built long before that date, but of
this we cannot at present make certain. In the
year 1291 the Church was valued at £13, 6s. 8d.,
and in the 36th of Edward III. was found to be
endowed with the Chapel of Anderton (which
has ceased to exist) and with lands there. A tradi-
tion prevails that fire has twice devastated the
building, and perhaps some confirmation of this
may be found in the inscription on Rector Moodie’s
tomb, which states that the Church “twice suffered
ruin.”  In 1867 the old tower and spire were taken
down, being found insecure. Fortunately I have
preserved an old photograph (which is here repro-
duced) taken before the demolition was accom-
plished. This illustration makes it sufficiently
evident that the old tower and spire were out of
proportion with the present nave, and formed part
of an earlier Church. Rector Perryn (1779-1825)
states in his note-book that the old tower bore on
its interior eastern wall evidences of a Pointed roof.
This is corroborated by Sir Stephen Glynne in his
Notes on Lancashive Churches, 1833-1873 (p. 110),
wherein he describes the old tower as ‘‘square
below and octagonal above, with a Decorated west
window and two light belfry windows; on the em-
battled parapet are armorial bearings.”

From these sketchy outlines of eye-witnesses we
seem to get a glimpse of a church of Decorated
period, with a tower and spire at the west end, and
a nave and north aisle, both with Pointed roofs.
The reports of the Chantry Commissioners make it
| clear that there was a north aisle in the old Church
in 1548.

In June 1544 the Commissioners of Henry VIII.
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found that the Church of Standish was “in grete
ruyne and decaye”; and John Holcroft and
Thurstan Tyldsley, Esquires, gave orders for the
re-edifying of the same under heavy penalties. Later
in the same year Edward, Earl of Derby gave
further peremptory orders for the rebuilding of the
dilapidated edifice. Thirty-eight years later, on
22nd October 1582, a-contract was signed for the
““building and setting up of the Church.” A fund
was raised by means of a levy on the whole parish,
and the names of those liable to contribute were,
with the sum which each was called upon to pay,
inscribed upon a roll, a separate roll being made
out for each township. The proclamation calling
this levy is signed by Henry, 4th Earl of Derby
and Alexander Rigby. These parchment rolls,
along with the contract, were found on an old book-
stall some years ago by the Rev. R. H. Whitworth,
a former curate of Standish, now Vicar of Blidworth,
who, recognising their value, purchased and restored
them to the present Rector of Standish.' The
contract and agreement for the rebuilding were
transcribed for Baines’ History of Lancashire (edited
by Harland and Herford, 1870 edition), where
they may be studied in detail. For the purposes
of these notes, it will be sufficient to give a short
summary :—

“Robert Charnock, Esq., of Astley,? in the County of Lan-
caster, is contented to take upon himself the charge and over-
sight of the building and setting up of the Church of Standish
along with Lawrence Jolly,? freemason.”

1 It is to be hoped the churchwardens of Standish will have
these rolls transcribed, and a full copy kept among the Church
muniments.

2 In the late Mr. Patchett’s Ancient Charters and Documents
relating to lands in Aughton, there are some deeds concerning the
Charnocks of ffarington. In one of these deeds, dated 1571, Robert
Charnock of Astley is mentioned.

3 Lawrence Jolly was baptized at Standish 21st January 1561-2,
and buried at Standish in 1631. He married Helen, daughter of
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Robert Charnock left a record of the various
sums he disbursed and received. He states that
“the seven payments cessed within the paryshe of
Standyshe for buylding of the Church there come
to the sum of 4244, 18s. 9d., whereof he received

£223, 5s. 2d. :—

£ & Ty
Payments to masons ’ 120 0 O
Several bills certified by Edward Standxsh
and Thomas Standish . 25 2 §
For divers things touching said buxldmg 31 14 10
Item paid to Mr. Docter Lawyher . 16 o o
Disbursed by Mr. Alexander Standlsh
without warrant . - 28 16 11
23T gl 2
Leaving a balance in Mr. R. Charnock’s
hands of . s : : ’ . I IXo

The total sum disbursed by Robert Charnock for
the rebuilding was.£221, 14s. 2d.

It may be these accounts deal only with a final
effort to complete a Church which had probably
been in process of rebuilding many years previous
to 1582; for in 1539 Rauff Standish bequeathed
420 for the repair of Standish Church; in 1557,
John Dicconson of Coppull, in Standish Parish,
bequeathed by will the sum of 13s. 4d. to “ye
building of my parish church,” and he desired to
be buried in “ Our Ladye Chancell”; and in 1558
John Wrightington of Worightington bequeathed
40s. to the building of the Church, and 6s. 8d. to
Sir Richard Mody “for his pains with me.” These
bequests seem to indicate that some rebuilding was
in process between 1539 and 1582.

Miles Gerrard of Ince, and had a son, James, baptized at Standish
1st August 1595, who was slain at Marston Moor. An old water-mill,
situated 14 mile south-east of Standish Church, called “ Jolly Mill,”
perpetuates the family name. Over the door of the mill-house are
the initials ILI and date 1654. There is an account of the Jolly
family of Standish in Chetkam Sociely, vol. 33, by Lieut.-Col. Fishwick.
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Unfortunately, the rebuilding contract of 1582
does not give us any information of the nature
of the work which was then executed; there is
no mention of payments to carpenters; but if the
present beautiful oak roof was then erected, it must
have cost a very considerable sum. The builders
of 1582 left the nave, as regards the exterior, much
as we see it now, except that the tracery of all the
windows has been renewed.

For examples of the old tracery, a reference must
be made to the illustration showing the exterior
previous to 1867 : the three easternmost windows
in the Standish Chapel, and the clearstory windows
of the nave, then all contained the original tracery,
and a mutilated clearstory window on the south side
of chancel should also be noticed. Mr. Perryn, in
his note-book, states clearly what was done during
his - rectorship as regards the windows of the
chancel :—

¢« Sept. 3, 1799.—Robert Holbrook, mason, was paid £ 49, 19s.
for the erection of a new east window in the chancel.

“ 1806.—1I put two new mullions and a new window into the
chancel SW. In March I put a new window into the chancel,
thus I have completely repaired the mullions and new ironed
and glazed all the Rector’s windows in the Church of Standish.”

The coursing of the masonry on the exterior
walls is generally even and regular, indicating a
continuity of work and a unity of design. Here
and there may be detected stones of a different
quality, especially on the north wall of the north
chapel : these fragments of yellow and red sand-
stone are probably remnants from the earlier
church, incorporated with the present building
when the exterior walls were rebuilt in 1582, the
stone then used being millstone grit, which is
extensively quarried at High Moor and Parbold.
An alteration or break in the level of the lower
plinth may be noticed on the south-west side of
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the chancel, which, with the mutilated clearstory
window above (before mentioned), shows that the
nave and chancel were not quite contemporaneous.

The date 1511 is cut into the south-west wall of
the chancel about a foot above the ground. Some
archaologists pronounce this date to be spurious,
exception being taken to the formation of the
figure 5: an examination will show that it is not
the work of an idle scratcher, but is exceedingly
well and deeply cut. A break in the coursing of
the masonry may be noted on the eastern wall of
the chancel below the east window, showing indica-
tions of a blocked-up doorway. There is a doorway
leading from the altar at Sefton Church into a
vestry built out beyond the eastern wall of the
chancel, which is in exactly the same position as
this blocked-up door at Standish. Some difference
is observable in the eastern walls of the north and
south aisles, the wall of the north aisle being
“stepped ” and carried higher to its junction with
the nave wall than the corresponding wall of the
south aisle. The porch and priests’ doorways and
the north doorway (now blocked up) are all of
Perpendicular character, with square hood mould-
ings and carved spandrels.

Tue Cuaurcu (INTERIOR).

Entering by the south porch, which has an oak
ceiling with parvise above, a small niche 7 inches
by 7 may be noticed in the west wall about 5 feet
from the floor. Itis of similar design to the piscinee
in the chancel and Standish Chapel,and appears to be
averyunusual featurein Lancashire churches. Ihave
not yet met with any one who can satisfactorily
explain what use it has served. The door of the par-
vise is over the south door of the Church, and there
is now no means of access to it except by a ladder.




INTERIOR OF STANDISH CHURCH PREVIOUS TO THE RESTORATION OF 1859

From a pencil drawing by the Rev. WM. PRICE, B.A.,, late Vicar of Douglas, Parbold
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Standish Church has an interior of great beauty,

its faultless proportion,
height, and absence of &
unnecessarydetail giving 0 > (‘Op

to be hoped that no fads
of parochial authorities
will ever be allowed to
destroy or mar its charm. QA=

It was restored in 1859, S“ AL
when the gallery on the

north side was removed,

benches substituted for

the old pews, and the

wallscleanedand pointed. .

The illustration shows a

viewof the interiordrawn :

by the Rev, William | |W W

Price previous to this b 0

restoration, and it is ob- f"

vious that the structural W T

alterations then made =

were fortunately few and

unimportant. Z
From the absence of |..

any monuments, tombs, % v

. supreme dignity, and it is P w

L S
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tablets, or brasses of an
earlier date than 1582,
it seems probablethatthe
rebuilders of that date
made a clean sweep of all
such relics, with one ex-
ception. This exception
i}? cailvdsepulchral slab, now
idden beneath the plat-
form upon which pthe ;—i
reading desk stands. It
bears an incised effigy of Maud Chesenale, wife of
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