THE DISTRIBUTION OF SURNAMES IN
LANCASHIRE IN THE SIXTEENTH
AND SEVENTEENTH CENTURIES.
By Lt.-Col. Fishwick, F.S.A.

Read sth December, 1gor.

T was not until the beginning of the sixteenth
century that surnames were anything like
universally adopted in Lancashire. Prior to that
date, and in some cases long after it, people were
distinguished by adding to the Christian name the
name of the place where they lived, or the trade
which they followed ; consequently in every parish
we find such names as John of the Wood, William
the Miller, Robert of the Holt, and a host of others
referring to the manor, sub-manor, and other place-
names peculiar to that district.

In the guild-roll of burgesses of Preston in 14509,
about 70 per cent. only had surnames, but in 1542
every individual on the roll had a surname.

When all the early parish registers ot the county
are printed, a critical comparison of them will show,

in a wonderful way, the origin and distribution of

the various surnames now in use. Although the
Lancashire Parish Register Society is rapxdl; pro-
ceeding with this work, it will neces&anl) be many
years before it is complete ; in the meantime,
much valuable information may be gleaned from
the materials at hand.

The registers of Whittington, a parish in the
extreme north-east of Lancashue are in print (A.D.
1538 to 1764), and illustrate, in a remarkable
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132 Distribution of Surnames in Lancashire.

degree, what a large percentage of the inhabitants
took their names from the places in the parish, and
which names were of Anglo-Saxon or Danish origin.
Amongst the most common are, Cornthwaite,
Douthwaite, Hebblethwaite, Allanby, Battersby,
Caysbie, Kirby, Borthrigg, Eckrigg, and Mansergh ;
all these are place-names, and the families, so
called generation after generation, continued to
live in the same parish.

Surnames derived from trade, as might be ex-
pected in this purely agricultural district, are rare,

but still we find Millers, Smiths, Turners, and

Wallers.

On the Lancashire side of Windermere lake, and
within four miles of the northern boundary of the
county, lies the parish of Hawkshead. Its registers
have been printed from 1568 to 1704. Although
Hawkshead and Whittington are only twenty miles
apart, many of the surnames most common in the
one are entirely absent in the other. For example,
at Hawkshead there are no Allanbys, Battersbys,
Caysbies, or Ackriggs. The terminative ‘‘ thwaite”
is common in both parishes, but, as is only to be
expected, with a different prefix, for its original
meaning is a cleared place, or a field rescued from
the surrounding waste.

The most common name in Hawkshead is Brai-
thwaite ; in the registers, between the dates named,
William Braithwaite occurs 500 times. There are
also plenty of Cowperthwaites, Postlethwaites, and
Sutterthwaites ; amongst the other place-names
are Holme, Kirkby, Newby, Rigge, Sandys, Sawrey,
and Scale; other very common surnames here are
Ashburner, Knipe, and Mackreth. An Ashburner
was one who made charcoal for the ¢ Bloomeries "
in the Furness district. A branch of the Fleming
family was settled here in the sixteenth century.
About a dozen miles south of Hawkshead is
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Ulverston, both parishes being in Lonsdale, north
of the Sands.

The volume of Ulverston registers containing
the years 1614 to 1653 is lost, but with this
exception and a gap or two here and there, they
are complete from 1545 to the present day, and
have been printed down to 1812. In this parish
we still find Braithwaite and Postlethwaite, but
in addition are other thwaites, such as Crosthwaite,
Brandthwaite, and Lewthwaite ; among the most
common surnames here are Gawith, Towers, Or-

mandy, Fleming, Fell, and some of the names.

found in Hawkshead and Whittington ; there are
only a few trade names, such as Cowhird, Hirdson,
Asburner, Kilner, Tubman, Cowper, Turner, and
Wright.

We must now go forty miles south and cross the
Ribble before we reach a parish the early registers
of which have been printed. The Lancashire
Parish Register Society has just issued the registers
of Croston from 1543 to 1680, and the index to the
volume shows, in a forcible manner, what a large
proportion of the surnames in the parish were de-
rived from places in the immediate district, and
how tenaciously the various families lingered near
the place from which they derived their names.

Amongst the surnames which were most common
in the parish, and which were absolutely unknown
in Whittington, Hawkshead, or Ulverston (being
all derived from places in or near Croston), were
Abram, Allerton, Beconsall, Charnock, Croston,
Tarleton, Garstang, Hough, Whittle, Worthington,
Wigan, Leyland, and Sharples. The following
surnames frequently occur here, and are all absent
from the three northern registers, viz., Armitriding,
Banister or Banistre, Baxtandine, Cawdry, Disley,
Snart, Stananough, Rutter, Rydings, Droning,
Finch, Fazackley, Hodges, Hunt, Idam, Jump,
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134 Dustribution of Surnames in Lancashive.

Lapage, Lapfinch, Waterworth, Wignall, Harsnep,
and Stopforth. Of trade names there are Sadler,
Leadbeater, Arrowsmith, Badger, Cook, Cowper,
Draper, Fidler, Fletcher, Fisher, Glover, Hawker,
Mason, Mercer, Miller, Nailor, Roper, Webster,
Smith, and Wright. Rimmer, a name almost

- peculiar to this district, occurs several times, and at

the present day is one of the commonest names in
Southport. It owes its origin to the peculiar geo-
logical tormation -of the neighbourhood, which is
peat bog covered with sand, and the upper part of .
the bog 1s locally known as “ Ream.” (See Nofes
and Queries, 8th s., vol. ix.)

The adjoining parish to Croston is Leyland,
and its registers have been printed by the Record
Society; but, unfortunately, they only begin in 1652,
and are printed to 1710. As might be expected,
there is not any very great difference in the bulk of
the local surnames. If we had the Leyland register
for 1543 to compare with those of Croston of the
same date, the variations would doubtless be much
more marked; but even as it is there are many
names common in the one parish and entirely
absent in the other. Amongst the very common
names in Croston are Waring, Gradell, Droning,
Cance, and Carr, but these do not once appear at
Leyland, and the less common surnames ot Lapage,
Lapfinch, Godbere, Backhouse, Backhurst, and
Charles are also absent. On the other hand, there
were many families at Leyland which were unrepre-
sented at Croston; for example, Andlesark, Withnel,
Boardman, Calderbank, Litherland, Moulden, Rud-
dlesworth, Okenshaw, Sheardley, Standish. Breres
and Brining; the two latter may be traced as having
migrated from Preston and Kirkham in the seven-
teenth century.

Of the parishes in West Derby Hundred, the
registers of Leigh have been printed from 1558 to
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1625, edited by Canon Stanning, M.A.; Walton-
on-the-Hill, 1586 to 1663; and Wigan, 1580 to
1625, published by the Lancashire Parish Register
Society. To Wigan, attracted, no doubt, by the
developing trade, families from the surrounding
parishes came to live in considerable numbers;
but for all that, the majority of the names most
frequently recurring show a local origin, such as
Aspull, Orrell, Pilkington, Platt, Aughton, Culshaw,
Ford, and Ince, not one of which finds a place in
any of the registers from which we have quoted.
The parish of Leigh adjoins that of Wigan, and
there are very few surnames in the register of one
which are not also in the other; but in neither
are found the family names so common in the
extreme north of the county.

Although Liverpool formed part of the parish of
Walton-on-the-Hill, there was in the town the
chapel of St. Nicholas, which certainly dates back
to the middle of the fourteenth century. The
registers preserved at St. Nicholas’ only begin in
1660, but there are transcripts at Chester beginning
in 1604 ; the registers of Walton-on-the-Hill can-
not, therefore, be accepted as furnishing conclusive
evidence as to Liverpool surnames, but a few
interesting points may nevertheless be deduced
therefrom.

Amongst the families which took their names
from the townships, are the Formbys, Bootles,
Linacres, Fazakerleys, Kirbys, Kirkdales, Waltons,
and Litherlands. As might be expected at a sea-port
town, there are many unfamiliar names (which the
registers of St. Nicholas’ will, no doubt, increase)
such as Adicat, Aslin, Blevin, Brentnal, Dunstan,
Gazcoine, Grimosin, Larking, and Whicke. A
careful study of the Walton registers leads to the
conclusion that early in the seventeenth century a
gradual influx of families into the neighbourhood




O Tt e S e e 3

o g B e R SR T T T i A T T s R R BRE

=3

136  Dustribution of Surnames in Lancashire.

ot Liverpool took place, and that most of them
came to stay, and thus the population became
mixed. Anyone familiar with Lancashire surnames
will easily recognize the settlers in Walton who
came from other parts of the county. For example,
we find the first Aspinall in 1632 ; Chadwick does
not occur until 1666 ; Parl\mson in 1630; and
Webster in 16354. Chadwick is an extremely
common Rochdale name, and Parkinson equally
common in the Fylde district.

In the eastern division of Lancashire we have,
in the Hundred of Blackburn, the register of
Burnley printed to 1653, and Whalley to 1601 ;
and in the Hundred of Salford the register of Bury
to 1616, Didsbury to 1757, and Rochdale to 1641.
The registers of Oldham are in print down to 1661,
but, being unindexed, are useless for purposes of
comparison.

At Burnley we again find a change in the
nomenclature, and instead of such terminations
as thwaite, rigg, bye, and sergh, we have ton,
den, worth, royd or rod, ham, greave, ley,
and ing. The commonest surnames here are
nearly all local place-names; amongst them are
Barcroft, Briarcliffe, Burnle), Cla\ton Eastwood,
Eckroyd, Habergham, Heap, Hindle, Huxst\\ood
Olmexod Plllm Haxgleaves Townle; and
W'hitaker, the latter occurring over I,000 times in
the registers; and not one of these names is found
in the registers of Whittington, Hawkshead, or
Ulverston; and except Clayton, Townley, and
Whitaker, they are unrepresented at Croston ; and
none of them appear at Wigan except Clayton and
Townley ; and, on the other hand, very few of the
names common in the northern parishes are
found in the Burnley register.

As Rochdale and BUI) are adjoining parishes,
the same surnames one would expect to be common
in both, but this only obtains to a certain extent.




Distribution of Surnames in Lancashive. 137

For more equitable comparison, we will take the
register of Bury from 1590 to 1616, and Rochdale,
1582 to 1616. The commonest name in Bury is
Kay, which occurs over 8oo times, whilst in Roch-
dale the name is only found about 8o times. More
than 360 entries referring to the Nuttall family
appear in Bury, and only about 60 in Rochdale.

The following list shows the frequency with
which the twelve most common names oceur at
Rochdale between the dates specified :—Butter-
worth 874, Schofield 770, Holt 747, Chadwick 652,
Taylor 612, Milne 582, Kershaw 495, Brierley 492,
Clegg 490, Hallowes 400, Whitworth 350, Stott
783 These names are all found at Burnley and
Bury; but at Wigan (which is only about 20 miles
from Rod1dale) none of them, except Taylor,
Chadwick, and Hallowes, appear in the register
between 1580 and 1625. At Croston, the only two
of the twelve are Kershaw and Taylor; at Ulver-
ston all are absent except Taylor and Clegg ;
whilst at Whittington and Hawkshead, Taylor
1s the only one which cccurs.

The registers of Whalley are printed from 1518
to 1601, and a comparison between them and the
Burnlev registers does not show a very remarkable
difference in the family names, as the latter parish
may be said to be part of the former. There are,
however, a few names which are not common to
both. The following names were common at
Whalley, but were unrepresented at Burnley:
Alston, Carny, Crombock, Hesketh, and Lorrimer;
whilst at Burnley there were Acroyd, Barnes, Birt-
wisle, Boothman, Briercliffe, Burnley, Catterall,
Haberghan, Hitchon, Ormerod, Pullan, P1llmcr
and Schoneld of which not a single entry occurs
at Whalley. Many of the very common names
in Rochdale, Wigan, and Bury, were totally
unrepresented at Whalley.
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The Didsbury registers are in print from 1561 to
1757. The church 1tself is on the extreme south of
the Hundred, and close to the Cheshire boundary ;
it served an extensive district, including several
Manchester townships. The index has not vet
appeared, but a casual glance suffices to show that
the registers contain many of the names common
in Rochdale, Bury, and Burnley, as well as sur-
names which originated in the district, and which
were unknown in the northern part of the county;
of these are Chorlton, Didsbury, Shalcross, Mos-
ley, Davie, and Higginbottam; such terminatives as
thwaite, rigg, bye, “and sergh being entirely absent,
as well as many of the names so common in Wigan,
Croston, Burnley, and the other registers which we
have quoted.

The particulars which we have been able to glean
from these printed and indexed registers, show in
a very forcible manner how seldom our Lancashire
ancestors, in the sixteenth dand seventeenth cen-
turies, migrated from one parish to another, but
where they were born they lived, died, and were
buried.

No doubt, as it was with the families whose
names were derived from places, so it was with
these derived from their trade or occupation, and
were it possible to obtain proof, it would be found
that the Smiths and Taylors of the South of
Lancashire, were in no way related to their name-
sakes of the Hawkshead or Ulverston.



