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A GREAT deal has been written on this subject, 
^i- and numerous pedigrees are in existence ; 
but, so far, the first few generations of the Ireland 
family are involved in considerable obscurity. It 

the hope of elucidating this that the 
notes were collected, 
back to the earliest point for which we 

have any documentary evidence, 1 we find about the 
year 1157, William, Count of Boulogne and Mortain, 
granting the bailliwick of the wapentake of West 
Derby to a certain Walthewe of Walton. 2

1 Testa tie Ncvill, (. 403.
2 A task for future local antiquaries will be to find out who these Waltons 

were and whence they came.
While these notes were in the press. Mr. Farrer has very kindly sent 

me the advance sheets of a volume of Lancashire 1'ipe Rolls which he 
is editing. On pages no-til, some very interesting notes appear on this 
family of I)e Walton. 1'rom evidence there detailed it appears that 
Walthewe de Walton was originally a Staffordshire man, with estates a: 
Chesterton and elsewhere. About the year 1155 or 1157, King Henry II, in 
passing through Staffordshire, halted at Cnesterton, and took up his lodgings 
in the house of Walthewe. The house was burnt, probably owing to the care 
lessness or inebriety of some of the King's attendants. The King recompensed 
his host munificently. He gave him, by charter, thirty solidates of land in 
Chesterton or its adjuncts. At the same time Waithewe also received a grant 
of the Bailliwick of the Wauentake of West Derbv. as stated in the text.
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The bailliwick descended to Walthewe's son, one 
Gilbert of Walton, who flourished at the close of 
the twelfth century, and who had issue.

Among- these was one Richard, and with Richard 
we shall have a good deal to do.

In 1185, Henry II attempted to make a complete 
conquest of Ireland, and sent his son John over to 
conduct the campaign. Among his followers seems 
to have gone young Richard of Walton, probably 
in a clerical capacity. Of his exploits in Ireland 
we know nothing, but for some reason he earned 
the distinctive name of Aleath, so that Richard of 
Walton becomes henceforward Richard of Meath.

In July, 1200, he is a Clerk of the Exchequer, 
and from this fact we know that he must have 
taken orders. A favourite with King John, he 
received at this time a grant of the Royal lands in 
Walton, 3 and three years later a grant of the manor 
of Hale, 4 to hold by the ancient term of gos., with 
an increase of 505. Thus, as I hope to be able to 
prove, an ancestor of the Irelands of Hale first 
became possessed of its broad acres. I should add 
that this grant of Hale was finally confirmed to 
Richard of Meath in 1227, by Henry III. 5

And now a different figure appears on the stage,- 
a figure that has always interested genealogists, 
who have made strange and wondrous conjectures 
as to her identity, one Cecilia cle Columbers.

From Colinson's History of Somerset 6 it appears 
that a Philip de Columbers obtained the manor of 
Nether Stowey. Somerset, by marriage with Maud 
de Candos. Philip died before 1186, and was 
succeeded by his son, another Philip de Columbers,

3 Rot. Cart.. 2 lohn. P.I., m 26, « 125. See also Chorlcy .Survey, p. 34, 
edited by R. I), kadcliffe, Esq., M.A., K.S.A.

4 Kot. Cart., 5 John, m iS.
5 Charter Kail, No. 19, »: 7.
6 Vol. iii, p. 55 2 '
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\vho married a Cecilia cle Vernai, and died in 1216, 
leaving issue. Ceciiia de Columbers, his widow, 
was certainly alive in 1257. Now. " our " Cecilia 
de Columbers first appears on the scene about the 
year 1233, when she has a grant of Hale from 
Richard of Meath, who apparently shortly after 
died/ "Our" Cecilia de Columbers likewise was 
alive in 1257. and died in 1260. Thus there is 
nothing' in the dates to prevent the two Cecilia de 
Columbers being one. s But it is only a conjecture, 
and there we must leave it.

Richard of Meath and Cecilia had at least four 
sons and two daughters, who were alive at the date 
of the granting of Hale bv Richard, their father, to 
their mother, about 1233   Richard. Geoffrey, Adam 
and Henry, Cecilia and Edusa.

Richard, Geoffrey, and Adam seem to have died 
soon, but Henry, the fourth son, appears to have 
enjoyed the property for some time, though once 
more the surname is changed, and instead of being 
Henry of Meath he becomes Henry of Hale. 
Among the Norris papers from Rydal  copies ot 
which are in Mr. R. D. Radcliffe's possession  
Henry of Hale calls himself definitelv " Henry of 
Hale, son of Richard of Meath," and uses for his 
seal an agiuis dei, with the legend. ,S\ Heunc' fir 
Ric. 1 Mediae.

Henry seems to have died about 1260 or 1261, 
and the next steps in the devolution of the property 
are best told in the actual words of Adam Austvn

7 Hale Charter Roll, penes Col. Ireland-Blackburne. It is nearly certain 
that the union of Cecilia as Columbers and Richard of .Meath was not 
sanctioned by the Church, no doubt owing to the fact that Richard was in 
orders.

8 It is also worthy of note that the arms of the Somersetshire family of 
Columbers bear a close resemblance to the traditional arms of Cecilia de 
Columbers. The bend of the Columbers appears in the Ireland coat as early 
as Flower's Visitation in 1567. The crest of the Irelands also perpetuates 
the memory of this alliance.
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of Ireland, the first Ireland who held Hale, in a 
pleading before the Assize, about the year I2Q2.9

Adam Austyn, as he is called, says that the 
Manor of Hale formerly belonged to a certain 
Henry of Hale, who died without heirs. Henry had 
t\vo sisters, a certain Cecilia and a certain Ida (she 
is called indifferently Ida. Edusa, and Edith), and 
that the said Ida was the plaintiff's osvn mother, 
and was in Irish parts (on the death of the said 
Henry), so that the said Cecilia entered into the 
whole manor at the same time as into other tene 
ments of which the said Henry died seized. And 
he further says that, in the process of time, the 
said Ida his mother died, and " as soon as it 
" became known to him, the said Adam being in 
" Irish parts, that the said Henry his uncle was 
" dead," he came into these parts, and demanded 
his share.

This statement is rather more fully set out in a 
petition to the King, drawn up at the same time by 
Adam, in which he calls himself Adam of Ireland, 
and recounts how King John granted to Richard of 
Meath, the petitioner's grandfather, the Manor of 
Hale, and that Richard died seized of it, and that 
after his death his son Henry of Hale enjoyed it, 
who dying without heirs, the property descended to 
Cecilia, the wife of Sir John de Woolfall, as sister 
and one of the heirs of the said Henry. .... 
The said Cecilia had one other sister. Edith by 
name, in Ireland, who knew nothing of the matter, 
who was mother of the petitioner.

Adam seems to have won his suit, and thus the 
first Ireland came to Hale. It is curious to think 
that the fact of his being on a sojourn in the sister 
isle, at the time of his coming into the property, 
should have had the effect of stamping the name of 
Ireland on his descendants to all time. It may be

o Hale Charter Koil, fenes Col. Ireland-Blackburne.
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added here that though several " De Hibernias " 
occur in local documents about this time, there is 
no evidence to show, and very little probability to 
lead us to believe, that they had any connection 
with the family at Hale. Adam was not the only 
Lancashire man who had travelled in foreign parts !

But his entry into Hale was not in the nature of 
a triumphal procession ; he seems to have met with 
the bitterest opposition, especially from his cousins 
the Waltons, and many and lengthy are the docu 
ments relating to the various suits he brought to 
vindicate his right.

At first he simply held the Manor of Hale as 
sub-tenant, or rather, two-thirds of it (the Waltons 
apparently having purchased one-third from Cecilia 
of VVolfall). Richard of Meath had only enfeoffed 
Cecilia de Columbers to hold the manor of him and 
his heirs. His heirs were the Waltons. and hence 
they became the mesne tenants, with Edusa and 
her son Adam Ireland as sub-tenants.

And now we must retrace our steps for some 
time, in order to explain another complication which 
always seems to have troubled genealogists, the 
late Mr. Beamont not least. It was clear that the 
famous family of Holland had some share in Hale, 
and in order to account for their presence, Gregson 
marries Cecilia de Columbers to Sir Robert Holland, 
while Beamont, less bold, onlv ventures to marry 
Cecilia of Wolfall to him. There is no evidence, 
however, to support either of these statements.

On this point Mr. Farrer's note 10 (p. 217 of his 
Final Concords. Record Society, vol. xxxix) is so clear 
and precise that we cannot do better than reproduce 
it exactly.

King John,  ' early in his reign, bestowed the land 
'  between Kibble and Mersey upon Ranulph. Earl

10 See also Mr. Karrer's note, p. 138, ibid.
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 ' of" Chester, whose title passed to William de 
" Ferrers, Earl of Derbv, in right of his wife Agnes, 
" daughter and co-heir of the said Earl of Chester. 
' ; and from him to his son William, Earl of Derby. 
" who died in 1254, and so to Robert de Ferrers, 
" son and heir of the last-named Earl. The said 
" Robert was attainted of high treason [for com- 
" plicity in Simon de Monford's rising], but was 
" pardoned and his estates restored ; but rebelling 
" again, his estates were confiscated, those in Lan- 
" cashire being ultimately given to Edmund. Earl 
" of Lancaster. So much respecting the chief
 ' Lords of Hale. Richard de Meath, during his 
" possession of Hale, enfeoffed his wife. Cecilv de 
" Columbers, of this estate, to hold it after his 
" death of his brother Henry de Walton, whom he 
" thereby constituted his heir. Accordingly Cecily,
 ' as Lady of Hale, was sub-tenant after her hus- 
" band's death, under Henry de Walton, which 
" tenure continued when the estate descended to 
" her daughters and ultimately to Adam de Ireland, 
" in right of Edusa his wife, one of the said daugh- 
" ters, who ultimately became heir to her sister's 
il purparty. Henry de Walton had a son William, 
" who had a son Richard. The said Richard 
" being a minor at his father's death, his wardship 
" fell to Robert de Ferrers, as chief lord, who sold 
" the wardship of the heir and of his estates, and 
" also the lordship over the estates thus creating 
" a mesne tenancy to one Nicholas de la Huse. a 
" Wiltshire man, who afterwards sold the wardship 
" and the lordship of the land of the heir to Robert 
" de Holland."

Now Robert de Holland, who accordingly became 
possessed of the wood of Hale, which seems to have 
been reserved in the original grant to Richard of 
Meath. under the clause,  ' with all liberties, except 
" hunting," had a daughter Avena, also called Avice,

I
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who married Adam Ireland, ante I286. I! Robert de 
Holland made a grant, probably on the occasion of 
the marriage, of half the land of Halevvood, together 
with his share in two mills. Robert Holland, how 
ever, does not seem to have readily parted with the 
promised land, as in 1300, a prcapc is sent down to 
order Robert de Holland to fulfil his promise to 
Adam Ireland. Five years later his son, Sir 
Robert Holland, the famous secretary to Thomas, 
Earl of Lancaster, made a further grant of land to 
Adam, and a rent of seven pounds a year, issuing 
out of Hale.

From this alliance of Adam Ireland with Avena 
Holland sprang a race which, for over six hundred 
years, has been intimately associated with the 
history of our county. From this point onward 
Mr. Beamont may be taken to be accurate in the 
main, so that we need not trouble ourselves with 
the later steps.

The greater part of this information is taken from 
an interesting Charter Roll now in the possession 
of Colonel Ireland-Blackburne, of Hale Hall.

The Roll, which seems to have been drawn up 
about the beginning of the fifteenth century, includes 
abstracts and. in some cases, complete copies of a 
large collection of documents which at this time 
must have been in possession of the Irelands of 
Hale. It is difficult to see for what purpose these 
documents were copied, except as a sort of abstract 
of title, or possiblv as corroborative of an entered 
pedigree.

At the extreme foot of the roll, on the dorso, is 
the following, written the reverse way from the rest 
ot the document, i.e.. commencing at the extreme 
end ot the roll and working up it :  

11 Pesgradus Johis Irland annigeri."

11 Hale Charters, 

M
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From this follows a fairly accurate pedigree, 
bringing it down to John Ireland, Esq., who died, 
according to Beamont, in 1462. and subsequently, 
in later handwriting, it is continued to George 
Ireland, who died in 1595.

In addition to the various charters and pleadings 
referred to already, there are several interesting 
documents, particularly some in Norman-French. 
An abstract of these will be found printed at the 
end of the present volume.

JL_ li.


