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THE prominent part Liverpool plaved in the 
slave traffic, has led men of the present 

time to regard life in our town at the end of 
the eighteenth centurv as one long struggle 
to amass wealth, and that not in a particularly 
scrupulous manner. I know of no better way to 
correct this erroneous impression than by a study 
of the characters of the men who were active and 
prominent townsmen at that time. If you can 
persuade fairlv well-read men to admit that Liver 
pool in the eighteenth centurv was not entirely 
absorbed in the buying and selling of slaves, the 
admission is generally followed by the remark  
'  O yes ! Roscoe formed a literary set." But 
Roscoe's set did not include all the learning and 
wisdom in the town, and there must have been 
other literary sets beside Roscoe's. It was a time 
when difference of opinion did affect friendships. 
Many of vou may remember the story of the 
Liverpool ladv who, at a London dinner-table, led
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the conversation on literarv subjects until someone 
started on the writings of Roscoe. when she 
instantly hecame silent. The cause of the silence 
\vas, that the lady was a member of an ultra-torv 
family, with large estates in the West Indies.    In 
" her home-circle she had always heard Roscoe 
" spoken ot. not as a great philanthropist, not as a 
" first-rate scholar, not as a writer of books, but 
"as a mischief-monger, whose wish and object 
" were to injure and destroy the town and trade of 
" Liverpool." '

What strikes one in considering this period is the 
number of Liverpool men who contributed to the 
poetical and prose literature of their clay. Bearing 
in mind that the population of the town was only 
77,000, compared with our own day the number 
of authors was very large. All classes appear 
to have dabbled in poetry, while the number of 
pamphleteers was legion. These writings are 
now almost all forgotten, and the librarians of 
your local libraries are about the onlv people who 
come into daily contact with them. Another pro 
minent feature of the period I am referring to was 
the accumulation, bv private individuals, of large 
collections of books. In the present day we think 
so much of our great libraries public, proprietarv, 
and subscription   and are so dependent upon them, 
that we are almost tempted to pity the people of 
the time when public libraries did not exist. We 
forget that prior to the establishment of public 
libraries and for some time after books were 
bought, not borrowed. In the first half of the 
present century ten libraries were sold, all of them 
the property of local men except one, and he was 
officially connected with our town I refer to

' AspinaU's l.iverpeol a few yews sintr, pp. 59-60.
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Francis Margrave, Recorder of Liverpool. 1/97- 
1820, whose books and MSS. were bought by the 
nation for /8ooo. The other libraries were sold 
bv auction, and belonged to

Matthew Ciregson - - - - sold 1830
Rev. J. H. Smyth - - - -   1834
William Roscoe - - - -   1816
Henry Roscoe -----   1836
Fletcher Raincock - - - -   1841
Rev. W. Shepherd, D.I). - -   1848
William Lowndes -   1850
Henry Brown -----   1825

Nearly all these libraries must have dated back to 
the eighteenth century, and the extent of them may 
be gathered from the fact that only one was sold 
in 3 days (Henry Roscoe's). Of the others, four 
took 7 or 8 days, while the library of Fletcher 
Raincock took 12 days to sell, with a further 3 days 
for the disposal of his law books, and 7 davs for the 
sale of his prints and drawings. Roscoe's librarv 
took 15 days to sell, and his prints and drawings 
an additional 21 days. The library of Henry 
Brown was sold in 14 days. These libraries pro 
bably attracted the most attention at their dispersal, 
as copies of the sale catalogues have been retained 
in our local libraries.

It is interesting to note, in passing, that of the 
libraries named five were collected by lawyers, and 
that four of the libraries were the collections of men 
who had risen from humble parentage. Roscoe 
was the son of an innkeeper ; Matthew Gregson 
was, at an early age. apprenticed to a paper- 
hanger and stationer; Dr. Shepherd was the 
son of a shoemaker, who lived at the corner of 
Cable Street and Paradise Street while from a
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barber's shop in the latter street came the subject 
of this paper Henry Brown.

I have taken this somewhat circuitous method 
of introducing Henry Brown to your notice, be 
cause it was the books which formed part of his 
library that first attracted me to the man. The 
Athenaeum and the Liverpool libraries contain manv 
volumes which were originally in Brown's library. 
These volumes are easily recognised, for they 
bear on their title-pages the inscription, " Henry 
" Brown, Liverpool." They are books which 
appeal principally to scholars and seekers after 
original information, consequently the number of 
references to them is limited. Still it is a fact that 
few people can do much thorough work, in the 
libraries I have just named, on historical, legal, or 
theological subjects, without coming across books 
which formerly belonged to Old Harrv Brox'it, as I 
once heard him called.

The question then arises, who icas Henry Brown? 
This question is a difficult one to answer, and I am 
afraid that the information I have gathered will 
appear very scantv. Unfortunately, he never wrote 
a book. If he had done so, some bibliographers of 
thirty or forty years ago would have collected from 
Brown's contemporaries sufficient information to 
form an answer to the question. Brown was not 
only not an author, but he appears not to have been 
a society man in any sense of the term. He was 
a character, if ever there was one, and must have 
been well known in the town ; yet such gossips as 
Boardman, Aspinall, and Stonehouse never once 
refer to him. The few references in Picton's 
Memorials of Liverpool are taken from L'rooke's 
History of Liverpool during the last quarter of the 
eighteenth centnrv. Brooke speaks admiringly of 
Brown's ability, and with the knowledge of a 
contemporary.
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Henry Brown was born at Liverpool in 1745 or 6, 
probably at 60, Paradise Street, where bis lather, 
William Brown, carried on the business of barber 
and peruke-maker. According to the Directories, 
William Brown retired from business about 1774, but 
continued to reside in Paradise Street. Whether 
he was dependent upon his son, who was by that 
time established as an attorney, or living on his 
savings from the business of peruke making (which 
was at its height in the middle of the eighteenth 
century), there is nothing to shew. William Brown, 
however, was able to pay for the education of his 
son, and.to article him to the leading attorney in 
the town Francis Gildart, Town-clerk. I am able 
to submit for your inspection the original articles 
of agreement between Henry Brown and William 
Brown on the one part, and Francis Gildart on 
the other. The date of the agreement is July 17, 
1762, Brown being about 17 years of age at the 
time. There is no mention in the agreement of the 
payment of any sum of money.

In the Directory for 1774, Brown is described as 
an attorney, and appears to be living with his father 
at 60, Paradise Street. By 1781, he had removed 
to No. 59, Paradise Street, his father continuing to 
reside in No. 60. This property may have belonged 
to William Brown ; it certainly belonged to Henry 
Brown, for he mentions it in his will.

For the next few years nothing important appears 
to be on record relative to Henry Brown. He 
acted as deputy Town-clerk, but that office was 
not quite the same as it is to-day. In 1791 
the Corporation had to fight for what it con 
sidered to be its rights, and it is no small 
testimony to the ability of Henry Brown that, in 
their extremity, the Corporation entrusted their 
case to him, the Town-clerk John Colquitt  
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not being considered quite competent to perform 
so arduous an undertaking. The old Council of 
.Liverpool was a self-elected and exclusive body. 
The Council also had the control over the public 
purse, and exercised legislative powers in the 
making of all bye-laws for the regulation and 
government of the town, without the intervention 
of the general body of the burgesses.

As a consequence, there was a good deal of 
ill-feeling against the members of the Council, 
and in 1791 a determined effort was made to 
wrest this power from them. A common hall or 
public meeting was called, and as several seats 
in the Council were vacant, the burgesses elected 
men to fill the vacancies. Various bye-laws were 
passed, including one imposing a fine of 405. on 
the Town's Treasurer if he should refuse to permit 
the Mayor and Auditors to inspect the books and 
papers of the Corporation in his possession. Of 
course the Town's Treasurer (Air. Golightlv) did 
refuse to allow the books to be inspected, and 
thereupon an action was commenced against him. 
in the Court of the King's Bench, for the recovery 
of the penalty of 405., and to try the legal right to 
make bye-laws. There were trials and appeals 
until 1793, when, without any satisfactory result 
being attained, litigation stopped. As the Council 
was able to use the public funds in defence of its 
rights, it had an advantage over the supporters of 
the more popular cause. The most brilliant law 
yers of the day were engaged in the case Mr. 
Adair, Lord Krskine, and Mr. Law. afterwards 
Lord Chief Justice Kllenborough. It was, no 
doubt, in connection with the conduct of this case 
that Lord Hllenborough formed the high opinion he 
entertained of Mr. Brown's ability, describing him 
as the best-read Corporation lawver in existence.
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In 1796 Mr. Brown was elected a member of the 
Council whose rights and privileges he had so ably 
defended.

In 1797 the services of Mr. Brown were again 
requisitioned in the interest of the town, in its fight 
with London on the question of levying town-dues 
on imported goods It may not be out of place 
here to mention that the Freedom of our Town 
carried with it the right to import goods into Liver 
pool free of town-dues. Merchants and traders, 
who were not freemen by birth or apprenticeship, 
could, before the year 1777, purchase their freedom. 
As the Corporation found that in this way the 
public estate and revenue suffered much loss 
through the lessening of the town- dues and cus 
toms, they resolved " that from henceforth (1777) 
   no person or persons shall be admitted a freeman 
" or freemen of the Borough and Corporation upon 
" purchase for any sum or sums of money, or other 
" valuable consideration for the granting of such 
" freedom." Some ingenious local person dis 
covered, after the passing of this resolution, that 
by a charter of Henry I the goods of the citizens 
of London were exempt from the payment of 
tolls, dues, passage, &c.. throughout all England, 
and parts of the sea. Liverpool merchants who 
were not free of the Borough became enrolled 
as members of London Companies, in the expec 
tation that their goods would be exempt from the 
Liverpool town-dues. Such was the cause of the 
great lawsuit which took place in 1799 between 
Liverpool and London. The case was keenly 
fought by both sides the London merchants de 
fending what thev rightly regarded as a great and 
valuable privilege, while the verdict, it was esti 
mated, would affect the Corporation of Liverpool to 
the extent of /2O.ooo a-vear. We catch a ejimpse

s\) C» i
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of the anxietv with which the Council watched the 
preparation of its case, and at the same time of 
the careful way in which Air. Brown worked, in the 
following resolution, which was passed by the Cor 
poration, October 3, 1798 :  

Upon reading a letter from Mr. Henry Brown, respecting the 
state of the important cause now depending between the City of 
London and this Corporation relative to the town and port duties. 
Resolved : That this Council have great satisfaction in expressing 
their approbation of Mr. Brown's continued exertions for the 
real interests of the Corporation, in his searches and investigation 
of the important materials by him discovered in the examination 
of the Records of the City of London, and very much approve 
of his caution in not attempting to bring this cause to trial until 
liis searches and examination into those records shall be perfectly 
complete, both in his own judgment and that of the Recorder.

Ultimately the case was tried in 1799, and on 
the 2Oth of April in that year was decided by a 
verdict : 

That the citizens of London were entitled to the exemption 
for their goods and wares, but that it belonged exclusively to such 
as were resident freemen within the liberties, paying scot and lot.

This, of course, was a verdict in favour of Liver 
pool. For this result the Council was indebted to 
Mr. Brown, and the lollowing resolution shews that 
thev were well aware of the fact : 

Oct., 1799- The Council now Taking into consideration the 
late favourable issue, in his Majesty's Court of Exchequer, of 
the very important Cause relating to the Town's Duties belonging 
to this Corporation, and well knowing how much the success 
of that cause was promoted by the professional knowledge, 
laborious researches and continued attentions of Mr. Henry 
Brown, a Member of this Council ; and being also well aware of 
the great advantages derived from Mr. Brown's zeal and exertions 
upon several important former occasions in defence of the Rights 
and Privileges of this Corporation, Unanimously Resolved : 
That the Thanks of this Council be given to Mr. Brown lor such 
his services, and that he be presented with a Gold Snuff-Box, 
having an appropriate Inscription, as a further mark of Approbation
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of his Conduct, the same to be ordered and executed under 
the direction of the select Finance Committee, paid for by the 
Treasurer, and allowed in his Accounts.

Brooke, in his History of Liverpool, states that 
Brown's great talents, learning, and exertions were 
verv valuable to the Corporation on various other 
occasions during many years "At length an impor- 
" tant office, that of Town-clerk of Liverpool, which 
" was in the gift of the Corporation, became vacant ; 
" he (Brown) was a candidate, and the Corporation 
" rewarded him for his important services by passing 
" him over, and electing another person who pos- 
'  sessed greater interest but inferior attainments."

Brooke further tells an anecdote to shew that 
Brown was grieved at being passed over. I may 
say that I do not accept this statement of Brooke 
relative to Brown's candidature for the position of 
Town-clerk at the date to which he refers. During 
Brown's life the office of Town-clerk was vacant 
four times, viz., in 1780, 1781, 1807, and 1814. In 
1780-81 Brown may have been a candidate for the 
appointment, but as he would then be only 34-5 
years of age, his disappointment at not being 
elected could hardly arise from a feeling that his 
services were not being properly acknowledged. In 
1807, the year of the next vacancy, Brown was 62 
years of age rather old, I should say, for such an 
important appointment. According to the Direc 
tories, he had retired from business in 1805, and 
had removed to Edge Hill. Although apparently 
out of practice, he appears to have continued to 
advise the Trustees of the Docks and the Liverpool 
Corporation, for I am able to lay on the table a 
resume of his accounts for business on behalf of 
both of those bodies. The amount of these ac 
counts are, in the case of the Dock Trustees, 
£2096 i2s. 5</., and that of the Corporation £5651
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los. gd. The dates covered bv the accounts range 
from 1795 to 1814. As neither of the accounts 
was paid until after Mr. Brown's death in 1822. 
we are forced to the conclusion that, while that 
gentleman was a verv able lavvver, he was evidently 
not a good business man. Brown was elected 
Bailiff in 1800. and continued to be a member of 
the Council until his death, on Oct. 13, 1822. He 
left two children, a son and a daughter. His 
daughter married William Logan, a solicitor, and 
their son, Mr. Crawford Logan, was. until recent 
years, a member of the firm of Logan. Gibbons, and 
^rkle, solicitors. When Mr. Brown died, his son 
Henry had not attained full age, and in his will he 
urged his son " to continue to serve his articles until 
 'he be admitted an attorney, and to avoid all 
"speculation in land, at any rate until he attained 
l; the age of 30." Brown further ordered that his 
library was not to he sold until his son attained the 
age of 21, when he would be better able to form an 
opinion of the value of the books.

This librarv, of which the old man evidentlv 
thought so highlv, was sold in 1825, and was 
described in the catalogue as   extensive, curious, 
and valuable." Its collection occupied a period of 
over 40 years. Let us glance for a moment or two 
at the catalogue of this library, for it is undoubtedly 
the most appropriate monument to the memory and 
character of the man that can be preserved. At 
the same time we obtain a view of scholarship and 
a scholar's library one hundred years ago, for such 
collections of books will probably never be made 
again by any one man, and certainly not bv a man 
in the position of this old attorney. Public libraries 
and the specialization of studies have rendered such 
a thing impossible. In the catalogue the books 
are classified as follows :  
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English History
2. Divinity and Ecclesiastical History
3. Natural History, Philosophy, and the Sciences
4. Foreign History, Voyages and Travels -
5. Poetry, Drama, and Romances - - - -
6. Biography and Biographical Dictionaries -
7. Dictionaries, Grammars, &c. - - -
8. Miscellanies Foreign and English - - -
9. Law General ----------

  Reports ----------
Parliamentary Reports -------
Foreign Jurisprudence -------
Trade and Commerce -------

about 155
.. 156

469
226
83

lots.

10.

11.
12. 

'3-

Making a total of -

36  
43  
210  

237 »
116  
16  

159 "
24 »

1930 lo'.s.

To the books in the first two classes I have 
already referred. The works which might be 
classed under the heading, controversial theology, 
shew their collector to have had a decided Protes 
tant bias, while the presence of the works of 
Swedenborg (in latin) prove that Mr. Brown was 
not unmindful of the religious movements ot his 
time.

Class 3 (Natural History, Philosophy, and the 
Sciences) include all the great authorities on mathe 
matics, surgery, anatomy, medicine, philosophy, 
and natural history. Herein are found the works 
of Aldrovandus, the Italian naturalist; Hippocrates 
and Galen, the Greek physicians ; Thomas Hobbes, 
the English philosopher; Cheselden's Anatomy of 
Bones; Descartes' Principia Philosophic ; and the 
Historici A niiiuilinm of Conrad Gesner.

Foreign Historv, Voyages, and Travels form a
O . ' ^ O '

full class. All the works which, at the time when 
this library was formed, were standard histories, 
are included in this catalogue. The histories of 
European countries are, of course, the most 
numerous, but histories of Japan and the West 
Indies distant lands in the eighteenth century  
are also named.
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Poetry, the Drama, and Romances, do not form 
the strongest side of this library   still the collection 
is a good one. The works of Shakespeare, Dante, 
Beaumont and Fletcher, Chaucer, Dryclen, Ban- 
dello, Spencer, and many others, go to shew the 
wide sympathies of the collector.

The next two classes are particularly full, viz., 
Biographical Dictionaries, and Grammars and Dic 
tionaries of Languages.

The Law section I won't attempt to criticise, but 
reference should be made to the collection of Law- 
Reports and Parliamentary Reports. (The Journals 
and Debates in Parliament.)

In Foreign Jurisprudence one thing is noticeable, 
the extraordinary number of books dealing with 
Roman and International Law. It is only within 
very recent years that the English Universities 
have adequately recognised the importance of the 
study of Roman law. At the end of the eighteenth 
century the number of students of Roman law must 
have been very limited. Brown had ideas of his 
own, and gathered his books from all places, and it 
is a splendid testimony to the ability and learning 
of the man that the student of Roman law in 
Liverpool to-day will find that many of the best 
books on the subject are those which once formed 
part of this great collection.

Looking at this collection, one cannot fail to 
notice its omissions as well as its contents. It was 
essentially the library of a worker, and consequently 
works of the imagination are remarkable by their 
absence. The Greek and Latin classics as clas 
sics are unrepresented. Where the classic writers 
deal with historical subjects, copies of their works 
are named in the catalogue ; but there is not, tor 
instance, a copy of Homer's works, neither in the 
original nor in a translation. The few translations
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of classics in the library which were not historical, 
were of the kind which the booksellers classify as 
Facct'icc. In the poetical section the absence of the 
writings of Pope is remarkable ; while another 
eighteenth century author, a contemporary in tact   
Dr. Johnson is only represented by his Dictionary.

Many of the volumes in this collection are in 
teresting from a bibliographical or a typographical 
point of view. Many had very curious old bind 
ings stamped and otherwise  but none of these 
points appear to have interested Mr. Brown, who 
bought the books for their texts. At the present 
time many of these books have a value to us locally, 
because of the marks of former ownership which 
they bear.

Amongst the Law volumes which passed to the 
Athenaeum library, at the sale of Brown's collection, 
were 14 folio volumes which formed part of the loot 
brought away from Holyrood palace by Sir William 
Norris, of Speke Hall, in the year 1543. The 
volumes were probably bought by Brown at the 
dispersal of the Speke Hall library, about 1777.

The 1930 lots in the sale catalogue represent 
nearly 10.000 volumes, and as at least 4000 vols. 
were folios, the problem of storing them in any 
private house must have been a difficult one to 
solve. Brown moved from Paradise Street to 
Penwick Street, then to Everton, Vauxhall, and 
finally to Edge Hill, where he died. There is no 
doubt but that the desire to find suitable accommo 
dation for his books prompted these removals. 
Scholars of this type are not easily prompted to 
remove to new houses. The presence of duplicate 
copies in the catalogue indicates that Mr. Brown 
was not always able to find what his library did 
contain, while the fact that the names of many 
volumes were written on the bottom edges shews
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that the lack of proper shelf-room rendered it 
necessary to place them on their sides or front 
edges. Brooke says that " Mr. Brown was like 
' many other very learned, deep-read, and talented 
" men. eccentric in his manners, slovenly, almost 
" amounting" to shabhiness. in his dress, and indif- 
" ferent to public opinion." With that description 
in our minds it does not require a vivid imagination 
to picture this old scholar living and moving in the 
midst of an apparent chaos that would be enough 
to break the heart of an ordinary housemaid.

I extract from Brooke's Historv of Liverpool the 
following instance of Brown's eccentric manner:  

He (Brown) was, many years ago, engaged in London on some 
important business for the Corporation, and with a beard of full 
growth, dirty, and tired, probably, with researches at the 
Tower, he entered a barber's shop in Holborn, and sat 
down to be shaved, having first put on a dressing-gown be 
longing to the barber, ornamented with spots like a leopard's 
skin. The shop commanded a view into Holborn, and after Mr. 
Brown's face had been well lathered, and one side only of it had 
been cleaned with the razor, he caught a glimpse of General 
Gascoyne. one of the members for Liverpool, passing along the 
street, and Mr. Brown, after pushing aside the astonished tonsor, 
rushed out of the shop into Holborn, half-shaved, with the morn 
ing gown of leopard's spots floating in the air, crying out as he 
ran, " General Gascoyne !'' " General Gascoyne !" whilst the 
populace made way for Mr. Brown as if he had been a lunatic.

At the time of Mr. Brown's death a rather 
interesting obituary notice of him appeared in 
Gore's Liverpool Advertiser, 2 and with the reading 
of that notice I will conclude my paper :  

THK L.V1T, HKXKV BROWN, 1 S(J.

During the greater part of his life he practised as an attorney 
in this town, and by his well-earned reputation for acuteness. 
learning, integrity, and application, enjoyed a most extensive and 
lucrative business. In the memorable contest between the Liver-

- Reprinted in llie Liverpool Mercury, Oct. 25, 1822 (p. 135).
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pool and London Corporations respecting the liability of the 
citizens of London to the payment of town's duties at this port, 
Mr. Brown was employed by our Corporation, and it was in no 
small degree owing to his laborious research and indefatigable 
industry on that occasion, that the rights of his native town were 
successfully established. The management of this important 
cause introduced him to the acquaintance of some of the most 
eminent lawyers of the day, among whom were Mr. Wood, now 
Baron Wood; Mr. Erskine, now Lord Erskine ; and Mr. Law, 
afterwards Lord Ellenborough, the last of whom conceived so 
favourable an opinion of the character and talents of Mr. Brown 
that he presented him with a valuable book, as a token of his 
regard. For many years past Mr. B. had wholly withdrawn him 
self from the practice of the law; but the natural activity, or, to 
speak more correctly, the exuberant and irrepressible energy of 
his mind (for his intellectual spirit quite "o'er informed his tene- 
'  ment of clay ") would never suffer him to stagnate in repose, 
or to consider retirement as an excuse for idleness. It will 
scarcely be believed, that this legal veteran still continued to 
study that profession, by which he had honourably earned a large 
independence, with as much ardour and intensity as a youth, 
whose whole hopes of subsistence depend upon his industry. He 
spared no expense in enlarging his law library, by the addition of 
everything valuable, not merely in the reports and treatises of 
our own Municipal law. but also in the voluminous pandects and 
digests ot the civil code. Law books, in short, were his occu 
pation and delight, both at home and abroad. Many a time have 
we seen him sauntering along the lanes, attended by his little dcg, 
noting over some musty volume of jurisprudence, or arguing 
aloud to himself some knotty point of law. As the powers of 
his understanding decayed he changed his course of reading, 
and feasted his imagination on romances and French novels ; 
whereupon he used jocularly to say of himself, that he was imi 
tating the great Cato, in studying a new language in his old age. 
Latterly, however, his studies have been confined to the Courier 
and the New Times, in the Athenaeum, and the frequenters of that 
Newsroom will not soon forget the loud vociferations and the 
vehement gestures with which he used to enforce his phillipics 
against the Radicals, and to exult in his favourite Church and 
King principles. Mr. Brown, we grieve to say. was one of the 
last of the great originals of the old school in Liverpool. He 
was a humourist in the true sense of the word ; one who indulged 
the bent of his whims and humours, in fearless disregard of the 
conventional forms of modern society. Yet this disposition 
never produced in him anything akin to selfishness ; he was, on 
the contrary, kind, warm-hearted, and feelingly alive to all the
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social affections, so that the curious compound of qualities which 
he exhibited, while it amused our fancy, never failed to attach 
our regard. \Vould that it had fallen to a worthier pen to pay 
this last tribute to so excellent and extraordinary an individual ' 
Had the author of Waverley been acquainted with Mr. Brown, 
we think that the rich peculiarities of his character (to say 
nothing of his appearance and costume) would have supplied 
that great genius with materials for adding another sketch to the 
list of those professional portraits in which he so peculiarly 
delights and excels.

Extract from Liverpool Mercury. Oct. 18, 1822 : 

" On Sunday last, at his house, Edge Hill, in the 77th year of 
" his age, Henry Brown, Esq., a common councilman of this 
" Boroush."


