
FREEMASONRY IX LANCASHIRE AND 

CHESHIRE. (XVII CENTURY.)*

PART II. CHESTER. 

By W. H. Rylands.

Read 191)1 January, 1*99.

FEW people, I imagine, have spent so much 
time over, and gained so much pleasure as 

myself from reading, that delightfully quaint and 
valuable storehouse of now-forgotten ideas named 
by its author The Academic of Armory, by Randle 
Holme, of the City of Chester, Gentleman Sewer in 
Extraordinary to his late Majesty King Charles II, 
and sometimes Deputy for the Kings of Arms ; 
printed for the author at Chester, in the year 1688. 

It was the first time that I undertook the 
somewhat laborious task of reading this substantial 
folio from end to end, that I discovered the state 
ment made by the third Randle Holme that he 
was a Freemason. It had been known for some 
years that his name was included in a list entered 
on a single sheet of paper now contained in one of 
the volumes of his manuscript collections in the 
British Museum. This discovery caused me to

* The first portion of this paper (relating chiefly to Lancashire) appears 
in vol. xiv, n.s.
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gather together a series of notes on the subject 
of his connection with Freemasonry ; and in two 
articles printed in the now defunct Masonic Magazine, 
for January and February, 1882, I did little more, 
necessarily, than state the facts. In the present 
instance it is my intention to give a more elaborate 
discussion of the subject.

In the first instance, I must call attention to the 
extraordinary interest of the items of information 
to be gained with regard to Cheshire Freemasonry 
from the notes left to us by Handle Holme. They 
are among the earliest references known. Lanca 
shire can claim Elias Ashmole, and Cheshire can 
claim, but a few years later, another Herald, 
Handle Holme ; both being among the earliest 
speculative Freemasons on record. Except the 
Lodge of Accepted Masons discovered by Mr. E. 
Conder, F.S.A., as being attached to the Masons' 
Company of London, these two counties stand 
unrivalled in their evidences of early Freemasonry. 
That the few records now remaining refer to the 
beginning of Speculative Masonry, is a fancy that 
cannot for a moment be entertained ; it must have 
existed for a considerable time, because it was, as 
far as we are able to judge, the same in each place 
in which any trace of it is found ; and in the 
seventeenth century Freemasonry was already an 
arranged system, and such systems are never the 
creation of a day.

Mr. Earwaker states that Handle Holme the 
third appears to have commenced to collect the 
materials for his A cademie of A nnory in the year 
1649, when he was only 22 years of age ; although 
it was not till nearly forty years later that the book 
was printed. Under these circumstances, it is 
impossible to arrive at a probable date at which he 
became a Freemason, or to say which was the 
earlier, the reference in the A cademie of A nnory or
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the sheets of manuscript in the volume of his 
collections. It is perhaps, therefore, only a matter 
of choice which record should be first considered. 
As possibly, from the internal evidence of the Alss., 
a possible date may be arrived at, I will take the 
Mss. first in order.

My notes would, however, not be complete 
without a short sketch of the lives of this celebrated 
family of heraldic collectors. Those who wish to 
pursue this part of the subject, may well refer 
to the interesting and valuable paper on the Four 
Randle Holmes, by the late Mr. J. P. Earwaker, 
M.A., F.S.A., printed in the Journal of the Chester 
Archceological and Historic Society, 1891. From 
this paper I have been able to slightly improve the 
short memoirs given in my first article, published 
seventeen years ago.

From William, son of Robert Holme of Tran- 
mere, 1 a manor in Wirral Hundred, descended 
Thomas Holme of Chester, Smith, who died in 
1610. He married Elizabeth, daughter of John 
Devenett of Kinderton, co. Flint. He and his wife 
were both buried at the church of St. Michael, 
at Chester.

His fourth son, the first Handle Holme, was 
Deputy to the College of Arms for Cheshire, 
Shropshire, and North Wales, Sheriff of Chester 
in 1615, Alderman of the same city in 1629, and

1 Mimic's KibliolhttJt Heralaiea, London, 1822, Ormerod's fiislory of 
Cheshire, £:c. In Harl. MS. 20154, " The Companies of Chester," under the 
1'ainters (?) it is recorded : " 1591. This yeare \Vm. Holme stationer came, 
" no mention of any before.'' '  \Vylliam holme the sonne of Kycbard holme 
"of tranmoore in the Countye of Chesier yeoman." who was apprenticed in 
1569 for eleven years, to John Hariison, (1 Cetizen and Stacioner of London," 
was admitted a freeman of tiie Stationers' Company of London, 1580, and 
admitted to the Livery in 1604. His name appears at various dales as the 
printer of books, but he seems to die out about 1616. Arber's Transcript, 
i, 396, ii, 683-875, &c. " William Hulme, son of Thomas Ilulme " of Chester 
"smythe," was apprenticed to "William Ilulme, Cytizen and Staconer of 
" London " in 1581 ; he was made free in 1589, and issued books. Arber's 
Transcript, ii, no, 705, &.c. Ormerod's History of Cheshire, new edition, ii,. 
4j6- Pedigree of Holme of Tranmere.
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Mayor 1633-4. He was born about 1571, died in 
January, 1655, aged 84, and was buried at St. 
Mary's-on-the-Hill, at Chester, 3Oth Januarv, 1655. 
By his marriage with Elizabeth, daughter of 
Thomas Alcock of Chester,' and relict of Thomas 
Chaloner of Chester, Ulster King-at-Arms, he had 
issue.

His second son and heir was the second Handle 
Holme. Like his father he married twice ; first, in 
1625, Catherine, eldest daughter of Matthew Ellis 
of Overlegh, co. Chester, gent., and secondly, 
Elizabeth, daughter and heir of Thomas Dod of 
the City of Chester, relict of Samuel Martyn, 
merchant; she was buried at St. Mary's, in 1661. 
The second Handle Holme was baptised at St. 
Mary's, Chester, i5th July, 1601. He was a 
Justice of the Peace, Sheriff of Chester during his 
father's mayoralty, 1633-4, and himself Mayor in 
1643, when the city was besieged by the Parlia 
mentarians. With his father he was Deputy to 
Norroy King of Arms for Cheshire, Lancashire, 
and North Wales. He died, aged 63, 4th Sept., 
1659, and was buried at St. Mary's-on-the-Hill.

His eldest son and heir, by his first wife 
Catherine, was the third Handle Holme, born 24th 
December, 1627, baptised at St. Mary's, Chester, 
and buried there I5th March, 1700 ; who by his 
first wife, Sarah, eldest daughter and coheiress of 
Henry Soley, Minister of the Gospel at Forton, co. 
Salop, baptised :8th June, 1629, died, aged 36, 
5th April, 1665, an d buried at St. Mary's, Chester, 
had issue an only son, the fourth Handle Holme, 
and four daughters. By his second wife, Elizabeth, 
daughter of George Wilson of Chester, born the

2 See Visitation of London, 1633-35, '> !'  '4> Harleian Society. She was 
buried at St. Mary's, Chester, 1635. Handle Holme married, secondly, nth 
September, 1635, Katherine, daughter of Kaiph Alien, of Chester, relict of 
Matthew Kills and Matthew Browne. She died in January, 1672.
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231x1 of May, 1643, and married the 3ist of July, 
1666, he had seven sons and two daughters.

The fourth Ranclle Holme married Margaret, 
daughter of Griffith Lloyd of Llanarmon and 
Brondake, co. Denbigh, gentleman. He died on 
the 3Oth of August, 1707, and was buried at St. 
Mary's Church, Chester, without surviving issue, 
his only son and four daughters having died before 
him. As will be seen from his will, he left his 
property to his wife and brothers.

: The third Randle, or Ranulphus, Holme was the 
? author of the celebrated Academic of Armory. In 

consideration of the services and losses of his 
family, possibly occasioned by the siege of Chester 
in the year 1643, when his father was Mayor, he 
obtained the place of Sewer of the Chamber in 

-t Extraordinary to Charles II, as appears by a pro 
tection 2Oth Dec., 1664, and exemption from offices 
granted by Edward Montagu, Baron Kimbolton, 
&.C., Earl of Manchester, Lord Chamberlain of the 
Household to Charles II. Like his father and 
grandfather before him, he was a herald, and deputy 
to Garter King of Arms for Cheshire, Lancashire, 
Shropshire, and North Wales. He was prosecuted 
at the Stafford Assizes, in March, 1668, by Sir 
William Dugdale, then Norroy King of Arms, for 
his irregularity in marshalling the funeral of Sir 
Ralph Assheton. A verdict was obtained against 
Randle Holme, with £20 damages. He died on 
the 12th March, 1699-1700, and was buried at 
St. Mary's Church, Chester.

A large and handsome monument to the second 
Randle Holme, with armorial bearings, is in the 
north aisle of the church. The description of the 
arms, as well as the long Latin inscription, is given 
by Mr. Earwaker.4

3 New edition, Vol. I., p. 335, &c , corrected by Earwaker.
4 History of the Church of S,t. Maiy-on-tfie-Hili, Chester, p. 46.
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The following inscription is from the monument 
of the third and fourth Randle Holme, in the same 
aisle.

Here lyes the Body of Randle
Holme, gen' Sewer in extraordinary

to K: Charles y e 2'' ami deputy to y c kings
at arms, who died i2 lh Match, 1699;

And Randle Holme his son, deputy to Norroy
K: att arms, who died 30''' day of aug 1707.
He married Marg', daughter of Griffith Lloyd,

of I.lanarmon in the County of Denbigh, gen' by
\v m he had issue Sara, Eiiz. Rat, Randle, and Kat, who

died before their Father, and lye
here Interred.

An old house in Bridge Street, Chester, 5 uJhich 
was built about 1670, and inhabited by the Randle 
Holmes, fell down in 1821. It was a picturesque 
timber building, known latterly by the name of 
" Lamb Row," and is engraved in Ciiitt's Views, 
and in Nicholson's Lithographic Sketches (Ormerod), 
and it was in this house that Mr. Earwaker 
supposes, with very good reason, the Academie\vas 
printed. It will be seen from the Will here given 
that a " Room . . . formerly made use of as a 
" Printing House or Place " is mentioned. It is 
not impossible that it was also in the same house 
the Lodge of Freemasons met, in order to admit 
William Wade and others. The following is an 
abstract of the Will of the fourth Randle Holme, 
which I printed in my former notes ; it was re 
printed by Mr. Earwaker, and I repeat it here on 
account of its interest, he being the last of his race.

In the name of Clod, Amen. I, Randle Holme of the City 
of Chester, gentleman. My body to be buryed with my an 
cestors in the parish church of Saint Mary, in the said City of 
Chester, at the discretion of my Executors. I devise all my 
messuages and lands within the said City of Chester to my 
loving wife Margaret Holme for her life, and alter her death to 
my Executors for the term of 200 years, to raise the sum of 
.£300 for the payment of the legacies hereafter mentioned, and

5 Mentioned in the will of the fourth Handle Holme, which see.
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then their trust to cease and determine, and then I devise the 
same messuages and lands to my brother George Holmes and 
the heirs of his body, and for want of such issue then to my 
brother John Holmes and the heirs of his body, and for 
want of such issue to my nephew Handle Burrows and the heirs 
of his body, and for want of such issue then to my nephew 
William Burganey and the heirs of his body, and for want of 
such issue to my niece Rachel Burganey and the heirs of her 
body, and for default of such issue to my own right heirs for 
ever. To my niece Barbara Lloyd .£60. To my niece Rachel 
Burganey ^60. To Mary Speed and Barbara Speed, daughters 
of Richard Speed of Wrexham, co. Denbigh, Ironmonger, ^40, 
to each ^20. To my niece Margaret, daughter of Robert 
Jones of Denbigh, gentleman, ^10. To my two Executors 
hereafter named £10 apiece for mourning. To the poor of 
Saint Mary's parish ^10, the interest to be distributed to poor 
widows living within the Bridge Gate of the City of Chester 
every Christmas. To my nephew Randle Burrows ^50. To 
the Mayor and citizens of the Citty of Chester ^30, to be 
employed for the maintenance or education of one poor boy of 
the said Parish of Saint Mary in the Charity School lately 
erected for the education of poor boys in the said Citty. To 
my cousin Elizabeth ffoulks, daughter of Peter ffoulks of Ryviat 
Esquire, .£20. All which said sums amount in the whole to the 
sum of ^300, to be raised out of the profits of my real estate, 
from and after my wife's death. And as to my personal estate, 
I give " the bed, hangings, and furniture of that Room in my 
dwelling in the Bridge Street, of the said Citty, which Room 
was formerly made use of as a Printing House or Place" to my 
said niece Barbara Lloyd. I give and bequeath all my books and 
Collections of Heraldry to my said brothers George Holme and 
John Holme, to be equally divided between them, they paying 
^40, that is to say, .£20 apiece, to my Executors hereafter 
named, which with the residue of all my personal estate (after 
my debts and funeral expenses shall be thereout paid and satis 
fied) I give and bequeath to my said loving wife Margaret 
Holme, and I appoint my loving brother in law Edward Lloyd 
of Llannrman, in the said County of Denbigh, gentleman, and 
William Proby of the Citty of Chester, gentleman, Executors of 
this my last will and Testament. Dated, 2 June, 1704. 

(Signed) Handle Holme.
Signed sealed &c. [red seal with the letters R.H.]
in the presence of
Rr Comberbach,
Gr Powell,
Tho : Tagg.

Proved 22 Sep., 1707. No Inventory now remaining.
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It is perhaps interesting to find that when 
Randle Holme the first, who had married the 
widow of Thomas Challoner the Herald, wished to 
put out Daniel, one of Challoner's sons, into the 
world, he bound him apprentice to a mason, to 
serve for seven years, from the year 1607. His 
master was Maximilian Poutrain, alias Colte, called 
a stone-cutter of St. Bartholomew the Great, near 
Westminster.

The following occurs in the list of deeds in the 
possession of Mr. Randle Holme, of the city of 
Chester, May 3 Ano. 1693 (Harl. Ms. 2022, fol.

12. Noverint me RaFi Holme cle civiV cestr serviett Heiir' p ro 
nobit jirincip Watt : teneri \>° Maximillian poutrain ats Colte, de 
paroch sti liartholon) maior p'pe Westminsf London Stone- 
carver in virginV libris p' dat 15 may 5 Jac I Ano: 1607. 
Witnesses Tho Giave Scr, Jean Colt.
tlie condition that daniell son of Tho 'Jhaloner of Chester gen 
shall from the feast of pentecost next seme his prcntiship for 7 
years truly &c.

Colte, otherwise Poutrain, was master sculptor 
to James the First; he is reputed to have been the 
architect of Wadham College, Oxford.

Both Poutrain and Challoner were members of 
the Masons' Company of London. Unfortunately 
the records do not go far enough back to decide 
whether one or both were members of the Lodge 
of Accepted Masons attached to the company.

It has been thought, on account of certain sculls 
and cross bones carved on the tomb of the second 
Randle Holme, that he was a Freemason, but as 
these ornaments, when placed on a tomb, do not 
more specially apply to Freemasons than ordinary 
mortals, I do not think it can be considered that 
they are a proof of anyone being a mason. I may 
mention that although this is the case there is 
nothing improbable in the tradition, if tradition
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there be, that Randle Holme the second belonged 
to the craft.

The three Masonic Mss. in the hand-writing of 
the third Randle Holme are preserved in Harleian 
Ms., No. 2054, pages folio 29 to 34. Commencing 
on folio 29 is the copy of the Constitutions of 
Masonry, or " Old Charges," occupying six and a 
half pages ; folio 33 contains the scrap of paper 
upon which the oath is written ; and, lastly, on 
folio 34 is what I have always supposed to be a 
list of a number of the members of the lodge at 
Chester, Of the list of names and the oath I 
published a facsimile in 1882 ; and in 1891 all 
these leaves were published in facsimile by the 
Quatuor Coronati Lodge in the third volume of 
their Masonic Reprints.

Of the copy of the Old Charges I need at the 
present say little more than that it is a text of 
great interest, and that it has been assumed to 
have been written about 1660. If this date could 
be taken as certain, then it must have been made 
by Randle Holme within the first ten years of his 
collecting materials for his A cademie, and when he 
was thirty-three years of age. Though the copy- 
may have been made at that time, it is clear, I 
think, that the text is of a much earlier date, and 
it may have been simply a copy made by Randle 
Holme, just as his father and grand-father before 
him copied a quantity of documents of various 
character, with the idea of preserving their con 
tents. On the other hand, it is possible that it was 
obtained at the time he was made a Freemason. 
The fact of the volume in which it is found being 
a collection of Mss. relating to trade guilds is of 
no importance, for, as Mr. Earwaker has pointed 
out, the arrangement of the Mss. was considerably 
disturbed when they were bound. In fact, the 
volume in which they are found is described in the
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catalogue as " A book in folio, consisting of many 
" tracts and loose papers," etc., and naturally, when 
these were bound, the Masonic Mss. would find a 
place in a volume devoted to charters, deeds, and 
other documents relating to the Guilds of Chester. 
Unfortunately, this particular writing is not dated, 
and no definite information is to be gained from 
the paper mark.

In this connection, I may mention (laying no 
great stress on the evidence, as it might be taken 
to refer to other matters,) that copies of letters 
exist, addressed to the third Randle Holme, in 
which he is styled " Brother." The first, found in 
Had. Ms. 2117, page 227, and printed in the first 
volume of the Chetham Miscellanies (Chet. Soc., 
vol. xxiv), is from Dr. Keurden, "seeming to be 
" addressed to Randle Holme of Chester " (to quote 
the note of the editor); it commences: "Dear 
Broth[er]," and ends: "Your loving broth[er]." 
Another from Had. Ms. 2042, page 214, addressed 
to Randle Holme, dated 10 Jan., 1664, begins: 
" Bro. Hulme," and ends: "your Brother, Ric. 
" Keurde." (Baines' Hist, of Lane., vol. i, page 
200).

Richard Keurden, Doctor of Medicine, Anti 
quary, and Collector of Mss., a native of Cuerden, 
born in 1623, was entered as an Inn-Burgess of 
Preston at the Guilds of 1662 and 1682. 6 He died, 
it is supposed, in Lancashire about the year 1701. 
Doctor Keurden, so far as I am aware, was not in 
any way related to the family of Holme. He may, 
however, have been a Freemason, which would 
account for his calling Ranclle Holme his brother.

On folio 33, Had. Ms. 2054, is carefully mounted 
the scrap of paper on which is written the curious 
oath : to this 1 shall refer again presently.

6 Memorials of tkt PrtstQit Guilds. W, A. Abram, 1882, p. 6l.
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Folio 34 is occupied by the list of names and 
other notes which I endeavoured to analyse and 
explain in the year 1881. It is of peculiar interest, 
as I need hardly point out, being the only list known 
of the members of an English Lodge of Freemasons 
in the seventeenth century. It not only proves the 
existence of a Lodge of Accepted or Speculative 
Masons in Chester about the middle of the century, 
but, as will be seen, records the formal action of 
that Lodge.

The eighth name on the list of members present 
is that of the third Randle Holme ; and it is more 
than probable that in his copy of the Old Charges 
we have the text of the roll used in the Chester 
Lodge, when he was made a member of it. It 
must not be forgotten that his copy, now preserved 
among his Mss. in the British Museum, is written 
on paper, and as it is in book form and shows no 
signs of wear, was not intended for use in the 
Lodge, but as an addition to his collections. This 
being the case, the roll really used in the Lodge, 
from which Randle Holme copied, would be another 
missing roll, for which search should be made.

The fact that folio 34, with the notes and list of 
names, is entirely in the handwriting of Randle 
Holme, is worthy of notice, as it points to the fact 
that he was not only present, but, on this occasion, 
at least, acted as clerk or secretary.

In my former article I confined my remarks 
almost entirely to a statement of facts, only here 
and there adding such notes as seemed necessary 
both with regard to the Mss. and the Academic of 
Armory. In the present instance I shall, as I have 
said, endeavour to glean from these few short and 
simple records all the information possible, and it 
will be seen, when they are now for the first time 
considered in this manner, that they contain facts 
of peculiar interest.
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I here repeat my notes on folio 34 of the Ms. as 
they originally appeared, in order to have the 
advantage of printing the remarks which have been 
written on them during the seventeen years that have 
elapsed since my own notes were written. They 
were as follows:   "The next leaf of the same 
"volume is another document, also written by 
" Randle Holme, recording the names of persons 
" made Freemasons, with the initiation fee, as 
" follows.

William Wade \\ l giue for to be a free Mason.

I I I I I I I I ... ... ... ... 2os. .
Robert Morris 

I II I II I ... ... ... ... 10 Willrn Street Aldm
I ... ... ... ... ... 15 John Hughes.
, - , Sam 1'ike taylor

'" '" '" '" '" 5 Willm Wade 
I ... ... ... ... ... 8

Willm Harvey
Mich Holden
Pet downham
Tho ffoulkes
Will Hughes
|o ffletcher
Seth Hilton
Ran Holme
Ric Taylor
Ric Ratcliffe
Will Woods
Jo Parry ...
Tho Morris
Tho May ...
Will Robinson
James Mort
Jo Lloyd ...
Geo Harvey
Will Jackson
Robt Harvey
John Madock

20
20
20

10

... 8
10

... 15
10

10

20
5

IO

IO

IO

20
20

2O

2O

I O

20

IO for i li ... 9
for ios. ... 9
for 155. ... i
for 55. ... I
for 8s. ... I

J
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" The reason for the difference in the amount of 
" the entrance fees paid, as given in the analysis 
" at the end of the list, is not easy to explain. 
" Why, it may be asked, are the first five names 
"separated from the others, and given in different 
" form ? Are they superior officers of the Fellow- 
" ship, and are we to understand the marks 
" occurring before their names as recording the 
"number of their attendances at the lodge, the 
"number of votes recorded at some election, or the 
" payment of certain odd amounts ? "

" In this list the name of Randle Holme occupies 
" the I3th place, he paying IDS."

" Bro. Hughan says that this page has no 
"connexion with the others i.e., Harl. MS. 2054, 
" folios 29 to 33, the old charge and oath ; probably 
" this is correct as far as there being three distinct 
"pieces of paper, but when we know that the 
"volume is a collection of 'Notes and charters, 
"'with generall things which concerne the com- 
"' panyes & occupations with in the citty of 
" ' Chester,' and the whole series of facts are 
" looked at as I have above placed them, doubtless, 
"with myself, many will consider that in all 
"probability there is a very clear connexion, and 
"that we have here some of the original papers (or 
"at least copies) belonging to a lodge of Free- 
" masons existing at Chester somewhere about the 
" middle of the seventeenth century."

Mr. R. F. Gould, in his History of Freemasonry, 
vol. ii, pp. 183, &c., in commenting on my first 
notes on this list, writes : " The next leaf in the 
" same volume contains some further notes by 
" Randle Holme. These evidently relate to the 
" economy of an existing lodge, but some of the 
" details admit of a varied interpretation."

And again : " It is not, however, so clear as to 
" be reduced to actual demonstration, that the 

H
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" various sums enumerated in the analysis at the 
" foot of the list represent the entrance money paid 
" by the initiates or ' newly made ' brethren. The 
" irregular amounts (if not old scores) might just 
" as well stand for the ordinary subscriptions of 
" the members, since there would be nothing more 
" singular in the custom of a graduated scale of 
" dues, than in that of exacting a varying sum at 
" the admission of new members or brethren.

" The first five names could hardly be those of 
" superior officers of the Fellowship, except on the 
" supposition that William Wade received promo- 
" tion at a very early stage of his Masonic life. 
" The marks, indeed, are placed before the names 
" of the five and on this point I shall again offer 
" a few remarks but between the two is a row of 
" figures, denoting sums of money varying in 
" amount from twenty to five shillings. The strokes 
" or dashes can hardly be regarded as a tally of 
" attendances, except to bring in another suppo- 
" sition we imagine that the twenty-one members 
" whose names appear in a separate column stood 
" somehow on a different footing in the lodge from 
" the five, which rendered a record of their 
" attendances unnecessary ? Lastly, as to the 
"payment of odd amounts, this is a feature 
" characterising the entire body of entries, and 
" therefore nothing can be founded upon it which 
" is not equally applicable to both classes or 
" divisions of members.

" Yet, if we reject this explanation, what shall 
" we offer in its place ?

" Can it be, that the amounts below the words 
" ' William Wade wl give to be a free Mason,' were 
" received at the meeting, of which the folio in 
" question is in part a register, and that the five 
" names only are the record of those who attended ? 
" On this hypothesis, the clerk may have drawn
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" the long horizontal lines opposite specific sums, 
" and the crosses or vertical lines may represent 
" the number of times each of these several 
" amounts passed into his pocket. The column 
" headed by the name of William Harvey may be 
" an inventory of the dues owing by absentees, and 
" in this view, there were present, 5, and absent, 21, 
" the total membership being 26. Those familiar 
" with the records of old Scottish Lodges will be 
" aware, that frequently the brethren who attended 
" were but few in number compared to those who 
" absented themselves, the dues and fines owing by 
" the latter being often largely in excess of the 
" actual payments of the former."

" There is, however, one of Rylands' suggestions 
to which it is necessary to return. He asks, 
may not the marks before the five names be 

" understood as recording the number of votes at 
" some election ? That this is the true solution of 
" these crossed lines, I shall not be so rash as 
" to affirm, though, indeed, it harmonises with 
" Masonic usage, and is supported by some trust- 
" worthy evidence respecting the ancient practice 
" at elections dehors the lodges of Freemasons."

Mr. Gould then refers to the statement in Her 
bert's Livery Companies, that the members of the 
Merchant Tailors, at the election of the officers, in 
1573, each made his mark or tick against the one 
he wished to be chosen ; and the latter example to 
which I called his attention, when the Vestry of 
Hackney, in 1735, determined to " scratch for the 
" ten petitioners, according to the old method," 
which they did in much the same manner as is 
represented in the page under discussion. I may 
mention that I have several times " scratched" for 
the Master and Wardens of the Company to which 
I belong ; the survival of an ancient custom. 

H 2
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Mr. Gould writes further : "it becomes, however, 
" at this stage essential to point out, and, as it 
" were, accentuate the fact, that, standing alone 
" and divested of the reference to \Villiam Wade, 
" folio 34 of the Ms. would contain nothing from 
" which a person of ordinary intelligence might infer 
" that it related to the proceedings or accounts of a 
" lodge or company of Masons or Freemasons. The 
" names and figures would lend themselves equally 
" well to the establishment of any other hypothesis, 
" having a similar basis in the usages of the craft 
" guilds. But although the words ' William Wade 
" ' wl give to be a free Mason,' are brief not to 
" say enigmatical the very brevity of the sentence, 
" which is given in Harleian Ms. No. 2054, at the 
" commencement of folio 34, if it does not prove the 
" sheet to have been only a memorandum, suggests 
" that it may be the continuation of a paragraph 
"or entry from a previous folio, now missing."

To these remarks I may add two other refer 
ences, which will, I think, express all that has 
been written of importance about this page of Ms.

Mr. G. W. Speth, in his short notice of the 
Randle Holme Masonic Mss., printed with the 
admirable facsimiles published by the Quatuor 
Coronati Lodge, in the third volume of their 
Reprints, writes: "on page 34 is a list of names, 
" doubtless the members of a lodge, and I fancy it

represents a memorandum by the 'Box-Master'
of payments made for initiation. As regards the 

" second list, and the summary thereof at foot, all 
" is fairly plain sailing; but the five names at the 
" top of the page, with the marks across the lines, 
" are not so easily accounted for. They are not 
" included in the summary, neither do the strokes 
" quite agree with it."

This I take to mean that Mr. Speth agrees to 
the idea that the names are those of the members

"
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of a lodge, and that the amounts opposite the 
names in the long list refer to payments or debts, 
entered by the Box-Master or Treasurer ; also that 
the "scratches" are connected with the five names 
near to them ; and that the first few lines of the 
writing he does not attempt to explain.

Mr. \V. J. Hughan, in his Old Charges of British 
Freemasons (1895, PP- 101-102), considers that the 
" scratches" are " apparently some sort of register 
" of votes, possibly for office," and of the long list 
he writes : " It is not likely that these sums refer to 
" Initiations only, if at all, for, had such been the 
" case, the amounts would scarcely run from 5s. 
" to 2os., being five different fees. Possibly they 
" represent ordinary Lodge dues and liabilities."

When first I examined this folio, I at once came 
to the conclusion that it recorded some action in a 
lodge of Speculative Masons, and it was pretty 
clear that the action was in some manner connected 
with voting, associated with different entrance fees, 
but I was not satisfied with the suggestion I then 
made that the amounts entered were the different 
entrance fees paid by those opposite whose names 
the amounts are placed. The analysis or summary 
at the end of the list, which, like the amounts, 
does not correspond with the " scratching" at 
the head of the sheet, raised a difficulty which I 
was then unable to clear away. I felt as certain 
then as I am now that voting and entrance fees are 
involved. The difficulty how to explain the 
separation of the five names at the top only 
confused matters more than ever, and I could not, 
like Mr. Speth and Mr. Hughan, believe that the 
two lists were to be considered separately, because 
it was clear to me that they were connected, and 
that every part of the writing bore on one subject.

Up to the present time no explanation has been 
offered that meets every requirement, and therefore
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I am unable to give my adherence to an}' of those 
quoted above, except so far as it is now agreed that 
the manuscript refers to votes being taken in a 
Lodge at Chester. This document, from its very 
difficulty, has cost me more hours of thought than 
I care to number, and at last I have an explanation 
to offer, which I think makes clear every portion 
of the writing, and shows that it is a complete 
record, and not, as Mr. Gould suggests, perhaps 
only the end of one.

In the first place, it is to be remarked, as will be 
seen from the facsimile annexed, that the five 
names at the top Robert Morris_, William Street 
Alderman, John Hughes, Samuel Pike taylor, and 
William Wade, are not opposite line for line with 
the five sums of money, but that the sums of money 
are clearly connected, by the lines, with the 
"scratches" that occur on them; therefore the 
names have no immediate connection with the 
amounts.

That some important matter was being voted for 
is, I think, quite clear. The "scratching" must 
refer to this: it records the votes of 19 persons, 
each of whom made a "scratch" opposite the 
amount for which he voted. The long list of 
names, however, contains 21 names, therefore two 
of those on the list had not "scratched." This 
being observed at the time of the voting, the names 
of all those present were entered, the sum of money 
for which each voted being written opposite the 
names ; this was then summarised at the foot of 
the list, and it was found that the voting had 
resulted in a tie, there being nine voters for aos. and 
nine for IDS., a matter to be easily settled by a 
casting vote.

So far, as Mr. Speth says, it is straight sailing. 
Next the question arises, what the votes were taken 
for. This, I think, is explained by the line:
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"William Wade wl give for to be a free Mason." 
I would read the contracted word, which is clearly 
w<> and not w'> as meaning what, it being the usual 
way of abbreviating that word ; the sentence then 
reads : William Wade what give, or what he shall 
give to be a free Mason, the " scratching " following 
immediately upon this sentence, I think, clearly 
adds strength to this explanation of the purpose 
of the voting.

There are still, however, the five isolated names 
in the corner to be accounted for, of which William 
Wade is the last. William Street was an alder 
man, Samuel Pike was a tailor : if the Wills are 
accepted as belonging to the other names, then it 
will be seen that Robert Morris was a glazier, and 
John Hughes was a slater. William Wade was 
the only operative mason on the list; and I now 
suggest that the five names were those of new 
members, the acceptance of one of whom I take 
this paper to be the special record. The Bond of 
the widow of William Wade, mason, is dated 1716 ; 
and William Wade was not made free until 1687. 
It seems most probable that he was not free when 
the voting took place, and the question of what

J would be the proper amount for him to pay might 
therefore naturally be expected to arise.

It is specially worth}- of remark that these five 
names are, as I have said, isolated, and that none 
of them are included in the long list of voters. 
So, if they were present, four of them were either

» not members of the lodge, or for some reason were 
not entitled to vote in this instance. The fact, 
however, that the four names occur with that of 
William Wade in the isolated list, seems to point 
out, if it really does not settle the question, that 
all the five men were candidates for membership 
of the lodge. Wade may, of course, have been 
the only one of the five who was present, the other
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names being simply before the lodge ; or they not 
being of the trade of masonry, their fees required 
little consideration, or they may have been voted for 
at the same time, the records not having survived. 
As Mr. Gould points out, there would be nothing 
unusual in the lodge exacting a varying sum at the 
admission of new members or brethren.

There were 21 members present at the meeting 
of which this paper is the record ; it by no means 
follows, however, that the list includes all the mem 
bers : indeed it is not likely that all of them were 
present. There being no doubt about the existence 
of the Lodge, it becomes in every way desirable, 
if possible, to arrive at a probable date for this
meeting.

The third Randle Holme died in March, 1700, 
it must, therefore, have been held before that date. 
In the list he writes himself simply Randle Holme, 
therefore I think it must have taken place in, or 
after, the year 1659, because before the death of his 
father, which took place in August, 1659, he being 
buried on the ist of September, the third Randle 
would have added the word junior to his name, as 
he did in other instances ; for example the follow 
ing, taken from Mr. Earwaker's paper : 

whereas in 1675 he signs thus : 

Other points may add some weight : if the John 
Lloyd, mason, who became free of the city in 1663,
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and whose will is here printed, is the John Lloyd 
occupying the twenty-second place in Randle 
Holme's list, then the list must have been made 
before the loth of April, 1675, the date on which 
John Lloyd's will was proved.

It is unfortunate that it cannot be stated with 
certainty whether the Robert Harvey of the list is** "*

the one of that name, Alderman, whose will I print 
here, or the Robert Harvey, bricklayer, mentioned 
in the will. The will of Robert Harvey, Alderman, 
is dated April the ist, and was proved June the 1st, 
1669 : and if he was the Freemason, the date of 
the meeting recorded by Randle Holme could be 
fixed as having probably taken place between 1659 
and 1669.

In the following pages are printed for the first 
time [now for the second] a series of abstracts of 
wills, bonds, &c., from careful transcripts made for 
me, from the original documents preserved in the 
Court of Probate at Chester. They cannot fail, I 
think, to be of interest to others besides Masonic 
students, embracing, as they do, the names and 
families of many persons living in Chester during 
the years 1665  1716. They include records 
relating to the names of 

Robert Morris, of Chester, Glazier. 1708, and Robert Morris,
his son, Glazier.

John Hughes, of Chester, Slater, 1683.
John Hughes, of Chester, Husbandman, dated 1708, proved 1713. 
Samuel Pyke, of Chester, Tailor, 1698. 
William "\Vade, of Chester, Mason, 1716.
William Harvey, of Chester, Alderman, dated 1684, proved 1687. 
Thomas Foulkes, of Chester, Carpenter, dated 1712, proved 1713. 
William Hughes, of Holt, co. Denbigh, Gentleman, dated and

proved 1693.
John Fletcher, of Chester, Clothworker, dated and proved 1665. 7 
Randle Holme, of Chester, Gentleman, dated 1704, proved 1707.

7 I retain this will in the text, although now I am inclined to think that the 
John Fletcher of Randle Holme's list was the mason or bricklayer who 
worked at the church of St. Mary-on-the-Hill (see page 113).
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Richard Taylor, jun., of Chester, Merchant, 1693.
Richard Tayler, of Chester, Button Maker, dated 1710, proved

1714. 
Richard Ratcliffe, of Chester, Gentleman, dated 1682-3, proved

1685. 
William Woods, of Handbridge, co. Chester, Mason, dated 1699,

proved 1706.
William Robinson, of Chester, Labourer, dated 1680, proved 1685. 
James Mort, of Chester, Mason, dated 1684, proved 1685. 
John Lloyd, of Chester, Mason, dated 1674-5, proved 1675. 
William Jackson, of Chester, Tanner, 1677. 
Robert Harvey, of Chester, Alderman, dated and proved 1669. 
John Maddock, of Chester, Alderman, dated and proved 1680.

Of course I am aware it may be urged that of 
the wills here given, except in the case of four, in 
which the testator is specially called " mason," 
are not, or may not be the wills of the persons 
mentioned in the Ms. written by Randle Holme. 
But out of the twenty-six names given by him, the 
wills of only ten, including that of the third Randle 
Holme, are wanting ; all those here printed are of 
persons resident in or near Chester. The member 
ship of the Lodge was not confined to those using 
the operative trade of masonry, or kindred occupa 
tions, otherwise Randle Holme could not have been 
a member. It is, therefore, quite impossible to 
make any definite statement on the subject.

It will be noticed also that the dates of the wills 
shortly to be given do not affect the date, suggested 
as being about the time the lodge at Chester held 
the meeting recorded by Randle Holme.

Since I first published these wills attached to the 
same names, Mr. W. C. Robinson has obtained a 
number of entries from the lists of freemen of 
Chester. They were published by Mr. W. J. 
Hughan, in the Freemason of August 3'oth, 1890, 
and I have incorporated them in the following 
notes. They supply several deficiencies, and I 
cannot but again repeat how much it is to be 
regretted that some Society, or, better still, the 
Corporation of Chester, has not yet undertaken the
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publication of the records in its keeping. The 
Surtees Society has done, and is still doing, for 
York, what ought to be done for Chester without 
any more delay.

I have retained all the wills as I originally 
published them ; it must not, however, be over 
looked that in instances like William Hughes, there 
is a gentleman and, according to the freedoms, a 
bricklayer. One is inclined to suppose that the 
bricklayer was perhaps more naturally a member 
of the lodge ; it is, however, again impossible to 
say with certainty, the Lodge not being composed 
entirely of members of the building trades. I have 
given all the freedoms, as collected by Mr. Robinson, 
on account of their interest.

The following notes follow the same order as the 
names in Randle Holme's lists : 

I. ANNE MORRIS, [ROBERT MORRIS, GLAZIER].
Know all men by these presents that I Anne Morris widow 

relict of Robert Morris late of the Citty of Chester, glasier, 
deceased, do renounce the administration of all the goods and 
credits of my saiil late husband Robert Morris, deceased, and I 
appoint Mr. John Hulton one of ) e Procurators of the Consis 
tory Court at Chester to be my true and lawful procter for me, 
and in my name to procure this my proxy of renunciation and 
to procure the administration of my said late husband's goods, 
&c. to be granted to Robert Morris my son. Witness my marke 
and scale. 4 Aug. 1708. (Signed), the mk / of Anne Morris.
[Small red seal, a fess, in chief, a mullet, in base three roundles.] 

Witnesses present at the sealing and signing hereof
Tho barton, 
Wm. Plumley.

Bond by which Robert Morris of the City of Chester, glazier, 
and Robert Winnington of the same, plaisterer, are bound to 
the Bishop of Chester in ^100. 4 Aug. 1708.

The condition is that the above bounden Robert Morris, 
natural and lawful son, and Administrator of the goods, &c., of 
Robert Morris late of the City of Chester, deceased, do exhibit 
an Inventory. (Signed), Robert Morris

Robert Winnington.
Endorsed, Administration granted 5 Aug. 1708. 
No Inventory now remains.
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Robert Morris, Glazier, was made free in the 
year 1683 ; and one of the same name, a Fish 
monger, was made free in 1659.

It will be remembered that Peter Morice con 
tracted to bring water with leaden pipes from the 
well, called St. Gyles' Well, to the cross at the 
parish church of St. Bride's, in Chester.

II. WILLIAM STREET, Alderman, Sheriff, and 
Mayor of Chester in the years 1666, 1683, and 1688. 
To him Randle Holme dedicated some of the books 
in the Academic of Armory, for example, Book I, 
chapter x. A commission was issued to him on 
the 5th of September, 1st of William and Mary, 
1690, as Mayor of Chester (Arch. Journ., xliii, 
358 «). His will does not appear to be extant. 
He is mentioned in the will of Richard Ratcliffe, 
gentleman, in January, 1683, and execution was 
granted to him in September, 1685.

William Street, Beer-brewer, was made free in 
1646 ; and William Street, Tailor, was made free 
in 1659.

III. JOHN HUGHES, SLATER.

A true and perfect Inventory taken 9 Nov. 1683 of the goods 
&c. of John Hughes, kite of the Citty of Chester, Slater, deceased.

Total, £6. i. 4.
Exhibited, 17 Jan., 1683 [-84] and administration granted to 

Mary his relict.

JOHN HUGHES, HUSBANDMAN.

In the name of God. Amen I John Hughes, of the Citty of 
Chester, Husbandman. My body to be interred at the discretion 
of my executors. To my wife Alice Hughes, all my worldly 
goods whatsoever, and I make her my sole Executrix. Dated 10 
Dec. 1708.

Witnesses (Signed) John Hughes, 
Roger Maddock his Q marke 
Dorothy Kenion 
John Myers.

Proved 27 May, 1713, by Alice Hughes his relict.
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John Hughes, Glover, was made free in 1663, 
and John Hughes, Pewterer, in 1658. I should, 
however, select the John Hughes, Slater, whose 
inventory is mentioned above, as the member of 
the Chester Lodge.

IV. SAMUEL PYKE, TAYLOR.
Catherine Pyke, of the City of Chester widow, and Edward 

Partington of the same City, merchant, are bound to the Bishop 
of Chester in ^500. 26 Oct. 1698.

The condition is that the above hounden Catherine Pyke, 
widow, relict and Administratrix of all and singular the goods 
and credits of Samuel Pyke late of the City of Chester, Taylor, 
her late husband, deceased, do cause a true inventory of his 
goods chattells &c to be made.

(Signed) The mark X of Catherine Pyke 
Edw. Partington.

There is now no Inventory with the above administration bond. 

Samuel Pike, Tailor, was made free in 1672.

V. WILLIAM WADE, MASON
Bond by which Jane Wade of the Parish of St. Michael's in 

the City of Chester, widow, and Mary Wade, of the same parish, 
spinster, are bound to the Bishop of Chester in ^£80. Dated 
7 May, 1716.

The condition is that the above bounden Jane Wade, widow 
and relict and Administratrix of the goods. &c., of William 
Wade late of the parish aforesaid, mason, deceased, do exhibit 
an Inventory.

(Signed) Jane Wade 
her V mark 
Mary Wade 
her O mark.

William Wade, Mason, was made free on the 
28th of March, 1687.

VI. WILLIAM HARVEY, ALDERMAN. 
[The lower part of this will is quite destroyed by damp.]

August ye 27111, 1684.
In the name of God, Amen. I William Harvey of the Cittye 

of Chester Alderman, and Justice of the Peace. My body to be 
interred in the parish church or chancell of St. Bridgetts [in 
Chester]. To George Harvey, senior, and Joan his wife, and all
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his children twelve pence apiece, and to George Harvey, junior, 
his wife and children, twelve pence, to Edward Gray his wife and 
[children] ..... Captaine John Spark, and Mr. Richard 
Harrison overseers of this my last will, and I give to either of 
them 403. to buy them rings, and to Mr. John Hulton, 205. 
to buv him a ring. To Mr. William Glegg and Mr. Thomas 
Swanne 403. apiece to buy them rings.

Signed sealed &c. in (Signed) Will Harvy 
the presence of (good signature but

John Sparke, rather shaky) 
Richard Harrison fine seal armorial, on a bend 3 
Tlio : Swanne cross-croslets fitchee, a crescent

in the sinister chief, for differ 
ence : Crest (?) a stag trippant.

Note. With this will is a paper, much mutilated by damp, 
relating to some dispute about proving the will, and dated 28th 
April, 1687, being between George Harvey and Elizabeth Grey 
wife of Edward Grey, against Mary Harvey, widow, relict of the 
deceased. Decided in favour of Mary Harvey.

Proved by Mary Harvey, his relict, zSth June, 1687.

William Harvey was Sheriff of Chester in 1667, 
and Mayor in 1678. William Harvey, Innholder, 
is mentioned in the will of Robert Harvey, Alder 
man in 1669. William Harvey was made free of 
the Bricklayers and Linen Drapers in 1645 ; and 
William Harvie [Gentleman] was made free of the 
City in 1696, or more than ten years after the will 
given above.

VII. MICHAEL HOLDEN.

The wills at Chester include a number of 
Holdens from various parts of Lancashire and 
Cheshire, but that of Michael Holden does not 
appear among them, and I have not succeeded in 
tracing him through other sources.

VIII. PETER DOWNHAM.
Peter Downham, Mason, was made free in 1668. 

No will appears to be extant.

IX. THOMAS FOULKES, SENR., CARPENTER. j^jj-
In the name of God, Amen. Nov. 17, 1712. I Thomas 

Foulkes senior of the City of Chester, carpenter, My body to the
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earth. My debts and funeral expenses to be paid. My 
granddaughter Margaret Foulkes, daughter of my son Thomas 
Foulkes shall have the disposing of all my goods, money &c. 
except my pay which is or shall be due from my pencion. My 
son Thomas Foulkes to have one shilling and all my wearing 
apparel. She the said Margaret Foulkes my granddaughter is 
not to give or lend anything either to her father or mother. To 
my son John Foulkes one shilling. To each of my grandchildren 
one shilling, and I make my said granddaughter Margaret 
Foulkes sole executrix of this my said will.

Signed sealed £c in (Signed) Tho folkes.
the presence of

Job Stathum Simon Lovve 
John Taylor Tho : Mulleley 

Proved 2 Aug. 1713- [No Inventory]

Thomas Foulkes, Carpenter, was made free in 
1681.

X. WILLIAM HUGHES, GENTLEMAN, 1693.
In the name of God, Amen. 12 Aug. 5 William and Mary, 

1693. I, William Hughes of the town of Lyons, alias Holt, 
co. Denbigh, gent., being sick and weak in body. My 
body to the grave to be buried in Christian burial at the 
discretion of my Executor or Executrix hereinafter named, 
Impr. I devise those two parcels of land &c. in the township 
of Lyons alias Holt, aforesaid, heretofore purchased of George 
Draycott, deceased, unto my daughter Elizabeth and her heirs 
for ever, subject to redemption by my son Thomas by payment 
of ;£i2o to my said daughter Elizabeth. And upon such pay 
ment I devise the said premises to my son Thomas and his heirs, 
and in default of such, I devise the same to my said daughter 
Elizabeth and her heirs for ever. Item, I devise the reversion 
of a lease of the message &c. situate in the said town of Lyons 
alias Holt, wherein one William Hanmer now dwells, after the 
decease of the said William Hanmer, to my said daughter for 
the remainder of the said lease, towards the enabling her to pay 
my debts, subject to the condition hereinafter contained. All 
the rest and residue of my goods &c. to my said daughter 
Elizabeth, whom I nominate and appoint Executrix of this my 
will. If my said son Thomas shall give security for the payment 
of my debts to my said daughter Elizabeth, then I devise the 
reversion of the said lease, after the decease of the said William 
Hanmer, and all my said goods and chattels to my said son 
Thomas for the paying of my debts, and do hereby nominate 
and appoint my said son Thomas my Executor. But if he 
neglect to give security as aforesaid, then I devise the said
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reversion and goods and chattels to my said daughter Elizabeth. 
If my said daughter Elizabeth become my Executrix (upon the 
neglect of the said Thomas to give security as aforesaid) and 
that there remains any overplus after payment of my debts, then 
my will is that my said daughter Elizabeth deliver the same to 
my said son Thomas, first keeping thereout sufficient payment 
for her trouble in the execution of this my will. I devise my 
loving cousin Robert Roberts of Nerquis, gent, to be assistant 
in the execution of this my will, my daughter to give my said 
cozen 403. for his pains.

Sealed &c. in
the presence of (Signed) Will: Hughes.
Joseph Gibbons
Thomas Ridgway
Richard Hesketli
Thomas Crtie
P.S. That whereas I stand indebted to Thomas Ridgway by 

bond in the sum of ^"30, and also in the sum of ^30 by bond 
unto Peter Griffith of Bangor, shoemaker, my will is that the 
said bonds be paid by my son Thomas out of the personal 
estate and the rents in arrears due from the tenants, if he under 
take to be my Executor.

I, Elizabeth Davies alias Hughes sole Executrix named in the 
Will of the above named William Hughes, gent, deceased, do 
acknowledge this copy to be a true copy of the original Will of 
the said William Hughes, delivered into my hands out of the 
Registry of the Consistory Court of Chester. Witness my hand 
this igth day of October, Anno Domini 1695.

Proved 5 Oct. 1693. (Signed) Eliz. Davies.

William Hughes [Gentleman] was made free in 
1696, or three years after the above will was proved ; 
William Hughes, Yeoman, in 1694 ; and William 
Hughes, Bricklayer, in 1663.

XI. JOHN FLETCHER, CLOTHWORKER. 1665.
I, John ffletcher, of the Cittie of Chester, Cloathworker. My 

body to be buried in St. Michaels Church in Chester. To my 
very loving and faithful friend Mr. Thomas Halliwell ^20. To 
the parish of St. Michaels in Chester ^,10, the interest to be 
given to the poor of the said parish each ist Nov. yearly for 
ever. To Mary the wife of James Heylin £$. To Anne Woods 
and Elizabeth Woods sister [? sisters] of the said Marie £10 
each. To Ellen the daughter of Ralph ffletcher late of the Cittie 
of Chester, ironmonger, deceased, ^5. And the rest and 
residue of all my goods &c and personal estate to my dear and
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loving wife Elizabeth whom I hereby make sole Executrix. I 
remit to John Dawson of the City of Chester, feltmaker ^5 of 
the ,£10 he owes, and I acknowledge that the said Thomas 
Halliwell and I are even upon all accounts of moneys. 

Dated. 7 June 16 Charles. 1665 
Signed sealed &c (Signed) The marke of 
in the presence of John ffletcher 
Thomas Acton Small red seal armorial, too small 
James Heylin to enable the quarterings to be 
The marke of Sarah Bed ward clearly identified. 
Tho: Halliwell 
Proved. 3 July, 1665

Inventory of all the goods &c. of John ffletcher late of ye Cittie 
of Chester, Clothworker deceased, taken &c. 4 July 1665. 

Chiefly household goods furniture &c.
In good debts by speciality... ... ... ;£i8o. oo. oo.
More in other debts without speciality... 23. oo. oo.

The following, bearing the name of John Fletcher, 
were made free : a Barber in 1657, a Pypemaker 
in 1672, a Carpenter in 1678, a [Gentleman] on the 
I3th March 1689, and a [Gentleman] on the I5th 
March, 1689.

In 1657, when Randle Holme the third was one 
of the churchwardens of the church of St. Mary on 
the Hill, "John fflecher " was paid for " seting a 
" roofe vpon y e steeple, he being at all charges of 
" naggemg it to carry away the water, slateing it," 
and other work. From 1647 to 1649, John 
Fletcher was one of the churchwardens of the same 
church.8

There was also a William Fletcher, Mason, who 
was made free in 1679. My brother informs me 
that there is a head-stone, ornamented at the top 
with a scull and cross-bones, in the burial ground 
of Warrington Parish Church, bearing the inscrip-
tion : ~ William sonne 

of William flet 
Mason Dyed 
cher of Chester 
Jan. ye I st 1695.

8 Earwaker's Histoiy of the Church and Parish of St. Mary an the Hill, 
Chester, pp. 25, 204.

I
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The Will of William Fletcher, of the City of 
Chester, Mason, is now preserved in the Court of 
Probate there, for an abstract of which I am 
indebted to Mr. W. Fergusson Irvine : 

23 Dec. 1705.
I, William Fletcher of the City of Chester, Mason, being 

sicke etc. Mentions " wife Mary," personal estate to her during 
her life if she remain unmarried   £10 only if she marry. After 
her death, unmarried, property to 3 children. Charles, Mary and 
Martha Fletcher equally.

Kxors : Thos. Davies of City of Chester " Tymber-Merchant," 
and John Tilston of said City, "carver."

Witnesses : 
(Signed) Sam. Bingley (Signed) Wm. Fletcher. 
(Signed) Vallentine Lay [Seal of Thomas Birkenhed  
(Signed) Tho : Birkhened 3 garbs 2 and i.]

Proved 28 Jan. (S.A.) 1705, by Mary, widow and relict. 
Executors renouncing.

XII. SETH HII.TON. 

Seth Hilton, Mason, was made free in 1672.

XIII. RANDI.K. HOLME, THE THIRD. No will is extant.

Handle Holme the younger, Herald Painter, \vas 
made a freeman of Chester in 1656, and Handle 
Holme junior, Herald Painter, in 1696. These 
were the third and fourth of the name.

XIV. RICHARD TAYLOR, JUN., MERCHANT.

A true and perfect Inventory of the goods, &c., of Richard 
Taylor, Jun., late of the Citty of Chester Merchant, deceased.

This is a very long Inventory, and includes furniture, &c., in 
the kitchen, in the parlor, in the Back house, in the Back roome, 
in the children's room, &c., in the Malt Kiln.

There is a long list of the debts due to the defunct, and of 
" Desperate Debts." Total .£527 i6s. lod.

Inventory exhibited 2ist Nov. 1693, and Administration 
granted to Elizabeth Taylor, his relict.

RICHARD TAYLER, BUTTON MAKER.

In the name of God, Arnen. 13 March, 10 Anne, 1710. 
I Richard Tayler of the City of Chester Button Maker. My 
body to the earth to be decently buried in Christian manner.
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Item : I devise unto my loving daughter Mary Cooper now wife 
to Nicholas Cooper of the City of Chester, officer, all that house 
situate in Nicholas Street, wherein I now dwell, with the appur 
tenances, with all my personal estate, also one-half of my barn 
adjoining St. Martin's Church for her life. Item : I give to 
Thomas Cooper son to the said Nicholas Cooper the said 
dwelling house after the decease of his mother Mary Cooper, for 
his life or the lives in the said lease mentioned. Item : I devise 
unto Jane Cooper daughter of the said Nicholas Cooper the 
other half of my barn adjoining St. Martin's Church, to enter 
upon the same at my decease, and at the decease of Mary Cooper 
her mother to enter upon the whole barn, and to convert the 
same into a dwelling house, the same to be to the said Jane and 
her heirs during the remainder of the term then unexpired. 
Item : I give to my son John Tayler and to his wife Mary Tayler 
and to their children izd. apiece. Item : to my son Paul Tayler 
and Elizabeth Tayler his wife and to their children I2d. a piece. 
Item : To my son in law Nicholas Cooper's children, besides the 
said Thomas and Jane, izd. a piece. Item : My will is that my 
daughter Mary Cooper shall pay out of my real and personal 
estates, all my debts, legacies, and funeral expenses. I nominate 
and appoint my loving daughter Mary Cooper my sole Executrix, 
and also my loving son in law Nicholas Cooper my Executor.

The marke of
Signed sealed &c. in (Signed) Richard Taylor. 
the presence of R 
Charles Bingley. 
Robert Phillips. 
Thomas Lamb.

The executors renounced, and the will was proved by James 
Mainwaring, Alderman, one of the principal creditors of the 
deceased, i8th May, 1714.

Several persons of the name of Richard Taylor 
took up their freedom : a Glazier in 1672, a Felt- 
maker in 1678, a Glazier on the 26th of October, 
1687, a Merchant on the 2Oth of December, 1687, 
and a Gentleman in 1695.

In 1680 Mr. Richard Taylor is called in the will 
of John Maddock, Alderman, " my son in law," 
and Ann Taylor and Elizabeth " my daughter's 
" children " are named. Richard Taylor was 
Sheriff of Chester in 1660, and Mayor in 1664. 

I 2
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XV. RICHARD RATCLIFFE, GENTLEMAN.

In the name of God, Amen. I Richard Ratcliffe, As to my 
temporal estate which is my annuity, which lyeth now in the 
hands of Mrs. Elizabeth Swift, widow, which is .£30, bating 12 
shillings due at Christmas last. Also the sum of £10, which 
was given by the City, ^10 apiece to five of my fathers children, 
the said money being paid by Alderman Mannering then 
treasurer. The foresaid sums of ^29 8s. and £10 I do give and 
bequeath unto William Street of the City of Chester Alderman 
for the satisfaction for what he hath layed out for my dyet, 
lodging and apparell. If there be any overplus, then the 
remainder towards my funeral expenses end to pay some small 
debts.

Dated 29 Jan. 1682 [-83]. (Signed) Richard Ratcliffe. 
Signed sealed &c. 
in the presence of 
Richard Ashton 
Edw. Streete 
William W W Woods

his marke
Endorsed, Mr. Ratcliffs Will. 

[Note. This is apparently an autograph will]. 
Proved as the will of Richard Ratcliffe, late of the City of 

Chester, gent, deceased, exhibited, 23 Sep. 1685 and execution 
granted to William Street, the legatee, in the said will named.

Richard Ratcliffe, Gentleman, became free in 
1672.

XVI. WILLIAM WOODS, MASON.

. In the name of God, Amen. I, William Woods of Handbridge, 
co. Chester, mason, being sick in body. My body to the earth 
to be decently buried at St. Mary's Church, in Chester. I give 
all that messuage with the appurtenances situate in Handbridge 
aforesaid, and made use of as two dwellings, viz , one as a little 
cottage, and the other that wherein I now dwell, to my son 
ffrancis Woods for ever, he paying to Madame Lettice Whitley 
of the City of Chester ^5, and also paying part of my funeral 
expenses and debts. Item, I give all that my other messuage 
with the appurtenances in Handbridge, wherein John Sproston 
now dwells, to Charles Woods, baker, my youngest son, and his 
heirs for ever, he also paying part of my funeral expenses and 
debts. Item, I give to my daughter Alice the two houses &c. 
adjoining the messuage devised to my said son Charles Woods, 
at the upper end thereof towards Maypole, to her and her heirs 
for ever, she also paying part of my funeral expenses and debts.
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Item, I give to my daughter I.ettice and her heirs all my title to 
the messuage with the apputtenances situate in Handbridge 
aforesaid, wherein my son William now dwells, she also paying 
pait of my debts and funeral expenses. Item, I give my two 
other houses in Handbridge, which now stand void adjoining 
the house devised to the said Charles Woods, to Jane Clerk and 
her heirs. Also I give to my eldest son ffrancis my other 
messuage with the appurtenances lying by Deeside towards 
Walkmills during all my term therein. My will is that my wife 
shall have all my houses &c. for her life. Item, I give all my 
goods, money, &c., equally amongst my son ffrancis, my son 
Charles, my daughter Lettice, and my daughter Alice. And I 
appoint my son ffrancis and Peter Rostock of the City of Chester, 
mason, my Executors. Dated 8 Nov. 1699.

Signed sealed &c. (Signed) William Woods 
in the presence of his W mark 
Thomas Hancock [red seal, Ermine a fess engrailed 
John Heyward between three fiery balls. Arms of 
Ri. Cartwright Cartwright] 

Proved 17 May, 1706.

William Woods, Mason, was made free in 1660; 
and William Woods, Mason [? Gentleman], in 1695. 
William Woods was one of the witnesses to the 
will of Richard Ratcliffe.

XVII. JOHN PARRY.

John Parry, Carpenter, was made free in 1662. 
Mr. W. Fergusson Irvine has kindly called my 
attention to the following entries in the Parish 
Registers of Cilcain, near Mold : "1695. Elizabeth 
" dau. to George Parry (free-mason) and Margaret 
" his wife was borne the I4lh day of June was 
"baptized the 15 th day of same." "1699. Ken- 
" nericke sonne to George Parry (free-mason) and 
" Margaret his wife was borne the 2gth of iom and 
" Baptised i January."

It is perhaps worth notice that book III, chap, ix, 
of the Academic of Armory is dedicated to David 
Parry of Llwynyn, co. Denbigh, Esq. Doctor Henry 
Parry was installed Dean of Chester on the ist of 
August, 1605, and was Bishop of Rochester, &c.
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XVIII. THO. MORRIS, 

Yeoman, was made free in 1660.

XIX. THOMAS MAY.

I have found no reference to this member of the 
Lodge.

XX. WILI.IAM ROBINSON, LABOURER. 1680

In the name of God. Amen. I, William Robinson, of the 
Cittie of Chester, labourer, senior. My body to Christian burial. 
To my wife Jane the house that I dwell in, in barkers Lane in the 
suburbs of the said Cittie for her life, she paying the chief rent 
of £4 6s. per annum, and after her decease to her daughter 
Jane Newton. All my goods &c to my said wife Jane. To my 
son William one dublet &c To Thomas Simcoke is. and I 
appoint my wellbeloved wife lane Robinson and her daughter 
Jane Newton Executrices, and my wellbeloved friend John ffoster 
ot the said city, overseer. Dated 23 March, 1680. 

Witnesses
Margrelt ffoster (Signed) William Robinson 
her M Mark his mark Q 
John ffoster 

Proved 8 Aug. 1685.

William Robinson, Cordwainer, was made free 
in 1695 ; Feltmaker, was made free in 1663 ; Car 
penter, was made free in 1656 ; Weaver, was made 
free in 1656.

XXI. JAMKS MORT, MASON, 1684.

In the name of God, Amen. I James Mort of the City of 
Chester Mason. My body to the earth, All my goods both leal 
and personal to my dearly and wellbeloved wife Elizabeth Mort 
she only paying unto Alice Wright my kinswoman and to her 
mother one shilling, and likewise discharging my funeral expenses 
and I make my said wife sole executrix. Dated 29 Oct. 1684. 

Signed Sealed &c in (Signed) James Mort. 
the presence of [very shaky] 
John Sutton 
Thomas lloyd 
Tho: Brereton 

Proved n Dec. 1685.
Inventory of the goods &c of James Mort late of the Citty of 

Chester, mason, deceased, valued &c. 30 Nov. 1685 by Thomas
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Birkened the elder gent, Samuell Kymmer, clothworker, and 
John Parkes weaver.

The deced5 I5ookes and ,,,   o?. 10. oo wearing apparel! j °
Total £14. iS. o. 

James Mort, Mason, was made free in 1679.

XXII. JOHN LLOYD, MASON, 1675.
In the name of God, Amen. 21 Jan. 1674 [-5]. I John 

Lloyd of Chester, mason. My body to be buried at the discre 
tion of my Executrix hereafter mentioned. To my dear mother 
Margaret Gennow zs. 6d. to be paid once every year on Dec. 25 
for her use. To my brother John Gennov; is. to buy him a pair 
of gloves to wear in remembrance of me. To my servant and 
cousin Dous Griffis [? Doucibel Griffiths] 53. to buy her gloves to 
wear in remembrance of me. All the rest of my houses, leases, 
lands, tenements, and gnods I give to Anne my wife upon 
condition that she pay all my debts and legacies, and I make her 
sole Executrix. (Signed) John lloyd.

Small red armorial seal : a fesse wavy, in chief 3 boars' heads 
impaling ermine, on a bend five mullets or stars. 

Signed sealed &c. in 
the presence of 
Richard Buckley, 
Henry Rathborne. 
Jona. Barford.

Proved 10 April, 1675. [A long inventory is preserved with 
the will].

John Lloyd, Mason, was made free in 1663. 
There were also two other John Lloyds who 
became free at about this period ; one a Feltmaker 
in 1652, the other styled "esquire" in 1699, and 
possibly of the same family as the brother-in-law 
of the third Randle Holme. He seems to have 
lived in " Castell Lane."

XXIII. GEORGE HARVEY.
George Harvie, Miller, was made free in 1649 ; 

a Linendraper was made free in 1663 ; there was 
also a Bricklayer of the same name who became 
free in 1720. George Harvey, both senior and 
junior, are mentioned in the will of William 
Harvey, Alderman, in 1684; and George Harvey,
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of Chester, Bricklayer, in that of Robert Harvey, 
Alderman, in 1669. A Robert Harvey, Bricklayer, 
is also mentioned in the same will.

XXIV. WILLIAM JACKSON, TANNER, 1677.
A true and perfect Inventory of the Goods and Chattels of 

William Jackson late of the Citty of Chester, Tanner
A great number of hides
Goods in the house,
A payre of virginals, i. oo. oo
4 Bibles.
4 oilier little bookes. 

Proved 1677.

William Jackson, Tanner, was made free in 1672. 
William Jackson, Draper, was made free in 1635 ; 
Beerbrewer, 1640; Plasterer, 1663 ; Bricklayer, 
1687.

XXV. ROBERT HAKVKY, ALDERMAN.
In ihe name of God, Amen. I Robert Harvey of the City of 

Chester Alderman, being sick and weak in body. My body to 
be buried in the parish church of St. Olive's in the s;iid City of 
Chester, in the place where my ancestors were usually buried. 
I devise all my lands, tenements &c. within the said City of 
Chester and elsewhere to my loving wife Elizabeth for her life, 
and my will is that my sister Mary shall have the house wherein 
she now dwelleth for her life, and also that Elizabeth Taylor shall 
hold the Room wherein she now lodgeth, for her life, and that my 
wife and my heirs after my said wife's decease shall pay to my 
said sister Mary and the said Elizabeth Taylor ^4 apiece yearly, 
to be paid out of the rents of the residue of my real estate, 
excepting those lands &c whicji I have formerly conveyed to 
charitable uses by deed dated 19 Oct. 1666. After my wife's 
decease I devise my three tenements situate in Foregate Street of 
the said City unto Richard Wright the younger son of Richard 
Wright of the said City Innholder, and to his heirs male for ever. 
Also I devise after my said wife's decease all that messuage &c. 
late in the holding of Edward Ash ton deceased, and now in the 
holding of Randle Aston, situate in Cleaton lane in the said 
City on the north side, to Charles Moreton my servant, one of 
the sons of William Moreton, deceased, and to his heirs and 
assigns for ever. All the rest and residue of my real estate 
except as before excepted after my said wife's decease I devise to 
my nephew Robert Harvey of Halsteid co. Hertford, gent, and 
to the heirs male of his body, and for default of such issue then
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to the use of Hugh Harvey of the said City of Chester, glover, 
and his heirs male, and for default of such issue then to the use 
of William Havvey of the said City Innholder, and his heiis 
male, and for default of such issue then to the use of Robert 
Harvey of the said City, bricklayer, and his heiis male, and for 
default of such issue then to the use of George Harvey of the 
said City, bricklayer, and his heirs male, and for default of such 
issue then to the use of John Harvey of Wrexham co. Denbigh, 
grocer, and his heirs male, and for default of such issue then to 
the use of the right heirs of me the said Robert Harvey for ever. 
To the said Richard Wright the elder and Grace his wife 205. 
apiece to buy them rings. To Margate Phillips widow, her son 
Miles Pemberton, and his sister Cntton, IDS. apiece to buy them 
rings. To Richard Skerrett and his wife los. apiece to buy rings. 
To George Buckley and Handle Bennett his son in law, gentle 
man i os. apiece to buy rings. To Ales [Alice] Birkhened, widow, 
Thomas Birkhened, her son, gent, and Mrs. Margaret ffisher, 
widow zos. apiece, to buy rings. To Diana Birkhened wife of 
the said Thomas Birkhened, Elizabeth Birkhened, spinster, sister 
of the said Thomas, and Thomas Birkhened an infant, son of 
the said Thomas los apiece, to buy rings. To Richard Porter, 
wheelwright, Mary his wife, and Richard their son ics. apiece. 
To the said William Harvey innkeeper and Mary his wife zos. 
apiece, to buy rings. To Sampson Shelley and Elizabeth his 
wife 205. apiece. To John Bridge the younger now yeomvi of 
the Pentico, Maiy his wife, and Elizabeth their infant daughter 
zos. apiece. To William Moreton, Edward Moreton, Elizabeth 
Jones, and Ales Moreton, sons and daughters of William More- 
ton, deceased, 203. apiece. To Charles Moreton of Croughton 
IDS. and to his son Thomas Moreton 203. To Ralph Gorst tos. 
I remit and forgive to the said Robert Harvey, bricklayer, all 
debts and sums of money owing fiom him to me. All the rest 
and residue of my personal estate, my debts £c. being first paid, 
I devise unto my said wife Elizabeth. And my mind is that the 
said Richard Wright, the elder, and Grace his wife, shall hold the 
said three messuages without the Eastgate for their lives, and the 
life of the survivor of them, and after their respective deceases 
to the use of Richard Wright the younger, their son, and his 
heirs male for ever. I nominate and appoint my said loving wife 
Elizabeth Harvey sole Executrix, and revoke all former wills by 
me made. Dated ist April, 1669

Signed sealed &c. in (Signed) Robeit Harvey (shaky) 
the presence of small seal, much blurred, ap-

Richard Skent parently 3 cross-croslets (?)
Richard Porter on a bend.
Tho : Birkhened. 

Proved i June 1669.
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Robert Harvey, Haberdasher, was made free in 
1676. In the above will are mentioned Robert 
Harvie of Halsteicl, co. Herts., gent., "my 
" nephew," and Robert Harvie of Chester, brick 
layer. Robert Harvey, the Alderman, was, with 
others, appointed in 1642 one of the Commis 
sioners to administer the oath of Allegiance. In 
1639 he was Mayor; in 1646 he was one of the 
Commissioners for the Articles of the surrender of 
Chester, which he, with others, refused to sign.

XXVI. JOHN MADDOCKE, ALDERMAN.
In the name of God, Amen. I John Maddocke of the City 

of Chester, Alderman, being weak in body. My body to be 
buried at St. John's Church in the grave wherein my first wife 
Elizabeth was interred. I give and bequeath to my dear wife 
Mrs. Frances Maddocke my silver watch and the tenement in 
Calveley for her life, and it is my desire that she be furnished 
with necessary mourning and to be maintained out of my estate 
until she receive her rent. To my eldest son John Maddocke 
the house wherein I now dwell, with the appurtenances and 
certain furniture in the kitchen, larder, and buttery. All such 
moveable goods in my house my desire is shall be.praised, the 
money to go for the use of Benjamin, Richard, and Honkay (?) 
the younger children, and .to be made up out of my personal 
estate ^5 apiece to the three younger children. Item, to my 
son Joseph Maddocke the house wherein he now dwells, with 
the appurtenances, and also my lease of my field and meadow 
for the remainder of the term therein unexpired. Item, I give 
my lease from the City of Chester, being 20 yards long and 
18 feet broad to build upon, pa)ing 55. a year to the said City, 
to my said son Joseph Maddocke, and also my tenement in 
Calveley after the decease of my present wife Frances Maddocke 
during the remainder of my lease therein. Item, all my move- 
able goods, &c., bills and bonds which are owing to me, to my 
son in law Mr. Richard Taylof and my son Joseph Maddocke, 
to be praised and sold to pay my debts and funeral expenses, 
and the remainder to be distributed betwixt my grand-children, 
my son Joseph's son, and Ann Taylor, and Elizabeth my 
daughter's children. I ordain my son Joseph Maddocke and 
my son in law Richard Taylor my Executors, and I desire my 
kinsman Samuel Davenport Esq. to be overseer, and for his 
pains I leave him 205. to buy him a ring to ware for my sake. 
My three gouns [? gowns] to be sold, and my wearing apparel to
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lie disposed of provided my grand-child John Maddocke have 
one sheet and cloke and hat. To my son Joseph my signet ring 
and my bever. To my son in law Richard Taylor my other 
ring with death's head, and the velvet chair in the parlour, and 
the twegen chair [? chair made of twigs] in the chamber. 
Dated 22 April, 1680. (Signed) John Maddocke.

Witnesess
Edward Batho
Wm. Briston [Bristow]
Henry Moll 

Proved 26 Jan. 1680.
A true and perfect Inventory of the goods and chattels of 

John Maddocke late of the City of Chester, deceased, taken 
and praised the last day of September, 1680, by Rich: Taylor 
senior and John Rock. Total, ^257 35. sd.

Exhibited 26 Jan., 1680.

From the Act Book, as the Administration and 
Inventory cannot now be found, the following 
entry is taken : 

12 Dec. 1684.
Letters of administration to the goods of John Maddock late 

of the City of Chester, deceased, granted to Briliana Maddock 
his widow and relict.

Three men bearing the name John Maddock, 
all Tanners, became free in 1656, 1662, and 1679. 
John Maddock was Sheriff of Chester in 1662, 
and Mayor in 1676.

The name of John Maddock is the last in the 
list of the members of the Lodge of Freemasons 
at Chester recorded by Handle Holme.

Before referring to the other Masonic Mss. of 
the third Randle Holme, it may be well at this 
point to consider the printed record he has left of 
his connexion with the Fellowship or Society of 
Free Masons.

Few heraldic works are more curious or of greater 
rarity than The Academic of Armory or a Store 
house of Armory and Blazon, &c., by Randle 
Holme, of the City of Chester, Gentleman Sewer 
in Extraordinary to his late Majesty King Charles
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2, and sometimes Deputy for the Kings of Arms. 
Printed for the Author, Chester, 1688, folio. It is 
certainly a storehouse, hut not only of armory and 
blazon ; and Lowndes fitly describes it as " a 
"heterogeneous mass and extraordinary com- 
" position, containing a vast fund of curious 
" information." To this may be added the opinion 
of Dr. Ormerod in his note on the second book :   
" The author's object appears to have been the 
" formation of a kind of encyclopaedia in this 
" awkward heraldic form ; and in the rest of the 
" present book he proceeds through all the range 
" of creation, treating the reader with the strangest 
"jumble on Natural History, Mineralogy, and 
" Surgery, occasionally diversified by Palmistry, 
" Hunter's terms, the Cock-pit laws, Diseases, an 
" Essay on Time and on Men punished in Hell. 
" Introducing each subject successively as the 
" fancied bearing of an armorial coat."

As this description is a fair sample of the 
contents of the whole work, it is needless to add 
more. It is a storehouse of curious and often 
valuable information. Many accounts of the work 
have been published; of it Moule writes, "it is 
" considered to be one of the most scarce of 
" Heraldic Books, and that not more than fifty 
" copies are to be found in the Kingdom." It is 
of this extraordinary production that I propose to 
give a few notes.

In book III, chap, iii, p. 61, of the Academic 
will be found the description of: <J "A Fraternity, 
"or Society, or Brotherhood, or Company; are 
" such in a corporation, that are of one and the 
"same trade, or occupation, who being joyned 
"together by oath and covenant, do follow such

9 Handle Holme uses black letter and italic types for some words, but I 
have left these distinctions out where they seemed unnecessary, keeping only 
to the original spelling of the words.
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" orders and rules, as are made, or to be made for 
"the good order, rule, and support of such and 
"every of their occupations. These several 
" Fraternities are generally governed by one or two 
" Masters, and two Wardens, but most Companies 
"with us by two Aldermen, and two Stewards, the 
"later, being to receive and pay what concerns 
"them."

On page 68, 10 referring to the Mechanical 
Sciences, Randle Holme writes: "though their 
" Professors in some respects be debarred the 
" preheminence of Gentry, yet it will not be denied 
" but that some such notable and collateral Merits, 
"and worthiness may appear in them that they 
" shall duly obtain the name of Gentles, and have a 
" Coat of Arms." Of these he admits only seven, 
referring to Sir John Feme," viz., Agriculture, 
Lanificium, "the skill in Weaving;" the third is 
"Architecture, or the skill in Building, Fraineing, 
" and Erecting of Temples, Theatres, Pyramides, 
" Castles, Forts, Bastilions, Pallaces, Houses, and 
"all sorts of Edifices, 13 which is divided into 
" Cementurie,* 3 or Masonrie, and Carpentary, the first 
" working in Stone or Brick ; the latter in Wood."

The fourth is "Mercatura, the trade of Merchan- 
" dizeing," &c. ; the fifth " Armatura, the skill of 
" working in all sorts of Mettles," &c.; the sixth 
is " Ars Venatoria, the art of Hunting," &c. ; and 
the seventh and last is " Theatrica, the Art and skill 
" of Plays," &c. Each of these is extended and 
explained by Randle Holme as in the case of 
architecture ; and Sir John Feme adds little or 
nothing that needs to be quoted here,

On page in, in his review of the various trades, 
occurs:  "Terms of Art used by Free Masons

""Book III, cliap. iii.
11 Giorie of Generositie, London, 1586, p. 70.
"Cf. the old Masonic Charges.
'3 An unusual word, formed, doubtless, from ciHienlarim,
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" Stone-Cutters." Then follows, " Guttering is 
" to make Gutters or Furrows in the top of the 
" Rock, thereby to loosen it from the rest of the 
" Rock." " Rigalding is to set in the Wedges. 
" Setting," and eleven other terms, of similar 
character.

In the catalogue of the " Names of Stons accord- 
" ing to their bigness, and the use they are put to," 
are fourteen descriptions of stones, from which I 
select the following : " Rough stone, or Penny 
" stone, such as are rough cut out of the quarry, 
" and are without any shape or form to make work 
" of. Perpin are less than the size of Ashlers. 
" Ashler is a stone, a yard long and 8, 9, or 10 
" inches square, according as the work will bear it."

He adds : " There are several other terms used 
" by the Free-Masons which belong to buildings, 
" Pillars and Columbs, to which place I shall refer 
" you, lib. 3, chap. 13, numb. 55-56, &c." In these 
instances Randle Holme uses the ordinary term of 
his time for an operative mason.

He then describes the " Terms of Art used by 
" Free-Masons." These include Antiques or 
Antique Work, Architrave, Abacus, Annulets, 
Astragal, Buttresses, Battlements, &c. As an ex 
ample of the Mason in coat armour, he gives: 14 
" He beareth Argent, upon an Hill in Base Vert, a 
" Mason skabling of an Ashler Or, Wastcoat Gules, 
" Hat, Breeches, Stockings, and shoos Sable, Pick-Axe 
" Azure. By the help of masonry the most glorious 
" Structures in the World have been set up ; as if 
" their Art did endeavour to imitate the Handy 
" Work of God, in making little Worlds in the 
" great Fabrick of the Universe."

Again, 15 Randle Holme speaks of a " City 
" Mason " to repair Walls, &c., " who besides his

'4 P. in, No. Hi. '5 P. 61.
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" Wages daily hath a Yearly Sallery " ; and a 
" City Paver," to keep the streets, &c., in order.

On page 3Q3'6 is the entry which has caused me 
to put together my original notes, printed in 1882. 
It runs as follows, under the heading of " Masons 
" Tools." It appears to have never before been 
noticed, and I need hardly call attention to its 
importance. The italics are mine.

" I cannot," writes Randle Holme, "but Honor 
" the Felloship of the Masons because of its 
" Antiquity ; and the more, as being a Member 
" of that Society, called Free-Masons. In being 
" conversant amongst them I have observed the 
" use of these several tools following some whereof 
" I have seen born in Coats Armour." I7

" CXLI. In this square18 are three Free Masons 
" tools very usefull in their trade. The first is a 
"Shovel. It hath hath (sic) a square bottom and 
" sole, else it is in all other parts like the spade. 
" With this their Morter is tempered, and founda- 
" tions for Walls are digged. This is an honorable 
" bearing, A. one S. shood 0, born by [the family 
" of] Salbrait. B. 3 such O. shooed A. is born 
" by Shoveberg."

He then describes the Hand Hammer, or Mason's 
Hammer, Chissel, Mason's Pick, Axe, Punch : 

" CXLIII.' 9 In this square is three other Free- 
" Masonry Tools " : Mallet, Mattock, and Trowel.

"CXLIV. He beareth in this quarter four 
" Mason's instruments " : Commander or great 
Mallet or Maul, Triangle, Mason's Axe, and 
Square.

'6 Book III, chap. ix.
'7 I shall remark on this interesting sentence of Randle Holme at the end 

of the extracts from his book.
:8 Referring to the Plate, which, like the others, is ruled into small squares 

to contain ihe heraldic figures.
'9 Referring to the plate, p. 394.
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" CXLV. In this quarter are four Instruments 
" of the Masons " : Rule or Ten-foot Rod, Moulds, 
Fillets, &c., are added, which, he says, " are the 
" plain and ordinary term amongst the Vulgar sort 
" of Hewers of Stone, that know no better things, 
" but the more engenious and learned work-men 
" have other terms, for which I shall refer you to 
" chap, xiii, numb. 65, 66, 67, 73, 74."

In Book III, chap, xiii, page 459, in the descrip 
tion of " The Use of Pillars," he adds : " Pillars 
" are the Hieroglyphics of Fortitude and Constancy, 
" and were erected for diverse ends and purposes. 
" Some tymes to Limit out the Bound, and the 
" Possessions of People that Bordered one upon an 
" other." Other reasons are given, of little impor 
tance at the present moment, for example : " some 
" tymes for Ornament, as those of the Temple 
" (I Kings, vii, 15), and of Kings' Houses, as those 
" of the Forest of Lebanon (ver. 2-3)."

Still continuing the same subject20 : "For it is 
" ever a term amongst Work-men of the Free 
" Masons' Science to put a difference between that 
" which is called a Column and that which they 
" name a Pillar, for a Column is ever round, and 
" the Capital and Pedestal answerable thereunto."

" LXVI. 21 Now, for the better understanding of 
"all the parts of a Pillar, or Column, with the 
" several terms which Artists have given to the 
"diverse Mouldings about the same; I shall, in 
"two examples, set forth all their words of Art 
" used about them ; by which any Gentlemen may 
" be able to discourse a Free Mason or other work- 
" man in his own terms."

Then follows the " Order of Columns and Pillars." 
Descriptions of the " five Orders of work in them" 
are given : of the Tuscan, Dorick, lonick, Corin-

*> Ibid., p. 460. 2l Book III, cap. xiii, p. 466.
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thian, and the Composita or Compositive order. 
Representations of the orders will be found in his 
plates; but, although some of them are of a 
strange form," still, like Handle Holme's descrip 
tions of the orders, they are purely architectural. 
He sums up by saying23 : "Those that desire 
" further instruction in the Theorick part of Free 
" Masonry, they may peruse Sebastian Serley. 24 
" Printed 1611. Peter de le Muet, and Andrew 
" Palladio, Both Englished by Golfrid Richards. 
" Vitruvius, And others."

With the summary of Architecture, of which the 
above series of extracts contain all the mentions 
of Freemasonry, ends the printed portion of The 
Academie of Armory. The author apparently did 
not receive sufficient encouragement to issue the 
second volume, as promised in his preface, if the 
required support were forthcoming ; nor in reply to 
his later appeal.

In the British Museum is preserved25 such por 
tion of the second volume as Randle Holme had 
prepared. It appears to have been collected at 
various dates, ranging from 1661 to 1677, or later, 
and forms a volume of Ms. nearly as large as that 
he printed. From this I have extracted the follow 
ing notes, as completing such matters as Randle 
Holme considered to bear upon Freemasonry. 
Much that is interesting may also be learned from 
his remarks on the old Companies and Fellowships.

On page 79, 26 under the heading, " The Arti- 
" ficers Achievement," he writes as follows:  
" Maister Workmen is a title given to them who 
" are proficient & excellent in any Trade, or

12 No. 30 of the plate, and of which there appears to be no description in 
the text, is similar to the columns he places as supporters to the Masons' 
Arms.

*3 Ibid., p. 467. 24 See Freemason, 261)1 November, iSSl. 
25 Hail. Ms., 2035. *6 Book IV, chap. viii. 

K
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" Manuall occupation whatsoeuer. If then through 
" Arts men attaine to wealth, Riches, and renoune, 
" that wch doth depend thereon, viz. : Armes, or 
" Coate Armour, as badges of worship & esteeme, 
" may not be denyed such crafte-men, such Artificers 
" and such maisters of Arts and Sciences. . . . 
" Now, the persons to whom these Atchievements 
" are prop[er]ly & of right due are these chiefely 
" ffor all the inferiour trades, as they are in Com- 
" panyes, Societies, or Brother hoods, haue peculiar 
" coates and crest assigned to them as they are 
" corporations & endowed with power to plead, or 
" be impleaded in the name of the said corpora- 
" tions, which said coates belonging to such or 
" such a trade, any person of that trade (though 
" not of the Society) may assume & make use off 
"either as a scale Armes, or in the house, or on 
" plate to be engraven or any other wayes as his 
" owne prop[er] & peculiar coate, without any 
" offence to any p[er]son whatsoeuer. And if 
" stranger, much more they of the fraternity may 
" (nay doe) make use of such companyes coates as 
" their pp. [proper] rights & dues wch coates with 
" their crests and supporters are as followeth 
  " Companyes and Societies Coates of Armes." 27

After describing a coat, of an altar upon which is 
flaming fire, with clouds in chief, he says : " Under 
" the notion of Riseing" [by their learning, care, 
industry, &c., &c.] " members in a kingdome, 
" prouince, or civil gouernment in cittys, and corpo- 
" rations : May be these, clarks of the Crowne & 
"peace, Marshalls, Lawyers, councells, Maisters, 
" Wardens, and Stewards of Societies, cornon 
" councells, sherriffs, Maiors, and other chiete 
" officers in corporations."

Again, on p. 171, dealing with the "Badges 
"of Particular persons": "The Gowne with

27 Hook IV, chap, viii, p. Si.



*' * T
Freemasonry in Cheshire. 131

" loose sleeues hanging backwards is the badge of 
" a cittizen, or free Burgesse, and denison both of 
" a citty and company ; but by weareing a Tippett28 
" & hood of scarlet and Green pty [party] coloured, 
" shews the person to be an officer in his Brother- 
" hood, as warden, Reefe, or steward : But a Long 
" Tippett of scarlet and Green Taffaty worne about 
" such a Gowne mans neck : shews him to be a 
" councell man, a Master or Livery man or one in 
" the way of advancement to places of higher 
" power in their citty or corporation."

" In the Last place, 29 we shall give some few 
" examples of the Badges or Markes of Trades & 
" Tradesmen & that under a double notion, first as 
" they are Linked togather in fraternities, societies, 
" or companys, in wch respect each brotherhood 
" hath a distinct coate or cognizance, secondly as 
'  they are disjunct [disjunct] following their each 
" perticular calling & Imploy, & so most Tradsmen 
" haue their own signe or Marke, Especially Mer- 
" chaunts by wch their goods are marked."

From amongst those given, I have selected only 
those more or less bearing on building. " Carpen- 
" ters of London30 were Incorporated 17 E. 4. 
" A, a cheueron ingrailed betw. 3 compasses S., 
" the crest a torce A. & S., an hand holding a 
" square O, sleeue G, turned [up] A. So it is in 
" Chester Armes.

" Masons, 31 or ffree Masons. S. on a cheueron 
" betw. 3 towers A, a paire of compasses extended 
" S. of olde the towers were triple towered,32 the

28 On n. 293 the Tippett is thus explained : " A Tippett is a longe & nar- 
"row peece of Velueit or black-cloth falling fro the top of the foresaid 
" mourning hood ciowne the back."

*9 Ibid., p. 200. 3° Page 204. 3 1 Pnge 204, verso.
i* The castles in [he arms were originally/iw-towered, but this is the only 

mention I have found of the change in the form of lowers. Nothing is said 
of the chevron having been "of olde" engrailed. For several examples of 
the arms of the Masons' Company, with a iac-simile of the original Grant of 
Arms, see Conder's Holt Craft ami FtUoivship of Ma:,onry, 1894. 
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" crest on a Wreath, a Tower A, the Escochion is 
" cotized with two columes of the corinthion 
" Order O. Motto is, In the Lord is all our 
" Trust. The free Masons were made a company, 
" 12 H. IV."

Had. Ms. No. 5955, is a collection of the 
engraved plates of The Academic of Armory, a copy 
of the printed list of contents similar to that given 
in the published volume of the work, and an 
engraved title, dated 1682 (S.B., sculp.) but no 
text. The engraved title of the printed volume 
was the work of P. Edwards.

In it are a number of engraved 
plates intended for the second 
volume, some of them evidently 
only proofs, and on the one 
headed, 3-' "Lib. 4, Chap. 6. fol. 
. . ," fig. 18, is the annexed 
curious representation of the arms 

of the Free-Masons. The arms of this body have 
been often changed, and seem to be enveloped in 
considerable mystery in some of its forms ; but to 
this subject I hope at a future time to return. 
Randle Holme, following the error of the period, 
figures the chevron plain, not engrailed ; the 
towers are also single, as in his description and 
not the fine old square towered castles as originally 
granted in 1472. The colours are the same as 
those in the original Grant of Arms to the Masons' 
Company of London. 34

Randle Holme describes the columns here used 
as supporters, as being of the " Corinthian order," 
and of Or, that is, Gold. In Part III. of the Book 35 
another description of the arms is added, differing

33 Folio 63 of the ISritish Museum numbering.
34 Much interesting information is given with regard to this Grant in Mr. E. 

Conder's Hole Craft and Ftlltnvship of Masonry,

35 Harl. Ms. 2035, p. 56.
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in some particulars from that given above. It 
describes the plate fig. 18, from which the facsimile, 
the same size as the original, has been taken:   
" He beareth, Sable, on a cheueron betweene three 
" towers Argent: a paire of compasses extended of 
"the first wch is the Armes of the Right Honored 
"& Right Worshipfull company of ffree=Masons: 
"whose escochion is cotized (or rather upheld, or 
"sustained or supported) by two columbes or 
" pillars of the Tuscan, or Dorick or Corinthian 
"orders."

According to more modern Freemasonry this 
would perhaps be read " Ionic, Dorick, or 
" Corinthian," these being now the three Masonic 
Orders. The older Heralds have also some 
explanation of " Colombes or Pillors," when borne 
in arms, ensigned with crowns. They are said to 
be appropriate to some prudent and valiant King, 
who, having his commonweal and vassals utterly 
impoverished and decayed, did by his Justice and 
Piety twice releave and sustain the same from 
decay or falling. They always seem to be taken 
by the Heralds as giving the idea of support and 
stability, and in one instance we are told that 
(1572) " somme have written therein the secret 
"knowledge of certaine sciences and letters, as in 
"diverse Histories may be read." This refers, of 
course, to the statement of Josephus about Seth, a 
legend copied into the "Old Charges" or Consti 
tutions.

It is perhaps worth remembering also that 
Handle Holme describes the two columns support 
ing the masons' arms as being Or, or gold, which 
would agree fairly well with the description of 
Josephus that the pillars at the entrance to 
Solomon's Temple were of hollow brass. Also 
that Randle Holme figures them with chapiters 
surmounted by globes, a form which became a very
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common ornament in later Freemasonry. Such 
columns are found on the pottery and jewels of the 
last century. 36

The Arms granted to the Masons' Company of 
London in 1472 was, " A field of Sable, A Chevron 
" silver [enjgrailed, three castles of the same gar- 
" nished with doors and windows of the field, in 
" the chevron a Compass of Black." The crest, 
as figured in the margin of the original grant, now 
preserved in the British Museum, is a verv orna 
mental castle, similar to those in the Arms.

It is singular that Randle Holme should make 
the statement that the Arms of the Company has 
two columns for supporters : I can only say that I 
have never met with another instance of its being 
so figured or described. It will, no doubt, be well 
remembered that on'many of the ornaments of the 
speculative Freemasonry of a later period the arms 
are seen supported by columns.

The next Arms mentioned in the Academic of 
Annorv worthy of selection is that of the37 
" Joyners Incorporated 12 Q. E : G. a cheueron A. 
" betw. 2 compasses open & a celestiall Sphere or 
" Globe O, on a chiefe A, an Escalope B. betw : 
" 2 roses G. (but of old the chief was triparted A 
" & B. an escallop A. betw : 2 roses G.) the crest 
" a demy Woodman ppr, holding of a Launce on 
" his right shoulder O. & this it is borne by the 
" auncient Wrights & Joyners of Chester.

" Mar biers,** ston-cutters not Incorporated un- 
" lessse ioyned wth ye Masons. G. a cheueron A. 
" betw. 2 [chipping-axes] A. & a mallet 0. the 
" crest an Arme imbowed to the dexter sleeue B.

36 For an interesting account of the seventeenth century models and engrav 
ings of Solomon's Temple and these pillars, by Prof. Swifl P. Johnston, see the 
Transactions of the Quninor Coronati Lmigf, 1899, vol. xii, p. 135, as also 
another article by Dr. Chetwode Crawley, /<$/..'., p. 150, &c.

37 Page 207. 38 Page 207 verso.
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" turn up A. holding in the hand a chicell, the 
" point or edge Downwards A. The motto ' Grind 
" ' Well."

Here Randle Holme agrees with the statement 
made by Stowe : " The Company called by the 
"name of Marblers, for their excellent knowledge 
"and skill in the art of Insculpting personages 
" for Tombes, Grave-stones, and Monuments in 
" Churches, and elsewhere in Religious places : 
"their antiquity and what respect they have 
"carried, is unknowne to me; nor can I find 
" them to be incorporated, but hold some friendship 
" with the Masons, and are thought to be esteemed 
"among them in Fellowship."

Marblers or Statuaries are mentioned at an early 
period, but nothing is known of their Guild. As a 
fact, several well-known tomb-makers of the 
seventeenth century were distinguished members 
of the Masons' Company of London.

After giving a number of merchants' marks, 
Randle Holme winds up with the following quaint 
passage 39 : "These with thousands more of 
" seuerall veriaties might be produced ; but these 
" may suffice fro wch any Merchant may make his 
" owne devise without offence to Armes, or the 
" rules of Herauldry : these things as I sayd 
" before, being but markes, scales, or tokens by wch 
" one mans Goods are distinguished from another.' 
" So I shall conclude this chapter with my prayers 
" for the happy and florishing estate of all such 
" who endevour to Hue by these foresaid Imploys 
"that their Marks may neuer faile them, That 
" stormes & Tempests may not sink or wrack them, 
" nor the Pyrat or cofhon enimy haue power to 
" assaile them ; but y l still they may arrive at their 
" wished Haven. Amen."

39 Page 314.
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Randle Holme, from the copious extracts from 
charters, minutes, &c., given in his Ms. volumes 
relating to Chester companies, had access, probably 
from his position of Mayor, to many books and 
records of the city. On folio 9 of Harl. Ms. 2054, 
there is a list of the " rates of seruannts and hireres 
" wages wlhin the citty of Chester," &c., at the 
time Sir John Savage was Mayor, 2ist April, 
7 Eliz., 1565. The eighth on the list is the 
" Rough Mason," who is paid " xxviis. viiirf. and 
" xlvis. v\\d. wages by the yeare, without meate & 
" drinke, and md. wages by the day wth meate 
" & drinke, & vid wages by the day wthout meate & 
" drinke." The " waller," " thatcher," and " Mr. 
" Carpenter " occur also.

On p. 59 of the same Ms. it is recorded that 
"All Charters for Incorporation of Companyes are 
" granted by the Maior the Aldermen his bretheren 
" & Council! under Citty seale to enable them if 
" any occation be, to sue by the name of M r & 
" wardens or Aldr. & Stewards of such a Society." 
As in the case of the Freemasons, Randle Holme 
gives lists of different dates of the members of the 
Companies of Chester, and in some instances their 
oaths. In a list of the trades in Harl. Ms. No. 2104, 
also by the third Randle Holme (p. 4), the seventh 
on the list is the Company of " goldsmythes and 
" masons " of Chester.

In Harl. Ms. 2093 there is another list of the 
wages, 24 Eliz., 1581-82, among which are the 
rough mason and the bricklayer. The former was 
to receive xxvis. \\i\d. a year with meat and drink, 
iiij//. xs. without ; \]d. a clay with meat and drink. 
The bricklayer received xxs. a year with meat and 
drink, and iij/z. viijs. i\d. without ; and \jd. a day with 
meat and drink, the payment without being illegible.

And thus may well end my extracts from this 
curious work ; many of them have a peculiar
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interest, but none so much so as that in which 
Handle Holme distinctly states that he was " A 
" Member of that Society called Free Masons." Both 
he and his father and grandfather before him were 
Heralds, and men occupying the high position of 
Sheriff and Mayor of Chester ; certainly they could 
neither of them have been operative masons. The 
wording of the sentence is peculiar. He says:  
" I cannot but Honor the Fellowship of the Masons 
" because of its Antiquity, and the more, as being a 
" Member of that Society, called Free-Masons : In 
" being conversant amongst them I have observed 
" the use of these several Tools following, some 
" whereof I have seen born in Coats Armour."

Here, although he clearly draws a distinction 
between the " Felloship of Masons" as builders, 
and the " Society called Free-Masons," at the same 
time he appears to wish a connection between the 
two 4" to be inferred, whether only in the similarity 
of name, remains yet to be discovered. That 
Randle Holme was not an operative Mason is clear, 
and I think the same may be said of some of the 
persons mentioned, whose names are recorded by 
him in the list given below.

The above sentence is given as I wrote it so far 
back as the year 1882. At that time I felt quite 
certain that some connection must have existed

40 In the Rojk of Cansliiutions, published in 1723, p. 82, occurs the 
following :   " To fill up this Page, it is thought not amiss to insert here a 

Paragraph from an old Record of Masons, vi/. ' The Company of Masons, 
lieing otherwise termed Free Masons, of auncient Slamming and good 
Keckonning, by means of affable and kind Meetings dyverse Tymes, and 
as a loving Brotherhood showld u>e to doe, did frequent this mutual 
Assembly in ihe Tyme of King Henry V. U.e 12ih Year of his most 
gracious Reign.' And the said Record describing a Coat of Arms, much 

the same with That of the London Company of Freemen Masons, it is 
generally beiiev'd that the said Company is descended of the ancient 
I'raternity : and that in former Times no Man was made Free of that 
Company until he was install'd in some Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons, as a necessary Qualification, Hut that laudable Practice seems to 
have been long in Dissuetude." The origin of some portion of this may be 

tiaced ; but on this subject see Conder's Hole Craf:t, p. 249, and the 
Freemason, 17th Sept., loth Dec., i;th Dec , 24th Dec., 1881.
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between the operative guild or Company through 
which the freedom of the City was obtained, and 
that Society of Freemasons, otherwise the Accepted 
or Speculative Masons, who did no building, unless 
they were also masons by trade. This seemed to 
be made more clear from the colophon of the roll 
of " Old Charges," in the possession of my own 
lodge, the Lodge of Antiquity, No. 2, where it is 
recorded that the Ms. was " Written by Robert 
" Padgett, Clearke to the Worshipfull Society of 
" Free-masons of the City of London, In the 
" second yeare of the Raigne of our most gracious 
" Soveraign Lord King James the Second of 
" England &c. Annoq[ue] Domini 1686."

For some time it had been known that Robert 
Padgett was not the clerk of the Masons' Company 
of London in 1686, indeed that no one of that 
name had ever been the clerk. Under these cir 
cumstances, it appeared quite clear, notwithstanding 
some foolish doubts, caused by ignorance, that had 
been cast on this manuscript, that there must have 
existed in London at that period a body of men 
called the Society of Freemasons ; and that in 
Chester, at least, the Society, I considered, must 
in some way have been connected with the trade 
guild. Unfortunately, however, nothing was then 
known that would show either what the connection 
was, or upon what lines the Society was carried on.

In the examination of the records of the London 
Company of Masons by Mr. Conder, for his history, 
to which work I must refer those interested for 
further particulars, he found in the earliest cash 
book extant that the Company had the control of 
a Society of Freemasons, called by them Accepted 
Masons, or the Acceptance. This Society existed 
in connection with the Company at least from the 
year 1620, and presumably earlier, the separation 
not being made until about the year 1677. Although
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there is clear evidence, which I quoted in my last 
paper, that the Lodge at Masons' Hall continued 
to exist until the time when Ashmole visited it in 
1682, a date which is only a few years earlier 
than the colophon of the Antiquity Ms. mentioned 
above.

Formerly the statement was very frequently 
made that there was no real evidence of the 
existence of Freemasonry before the foundation of 
the Grand Lodge of England, in 1716-17 ; indeed, 
I have heard this remark made quite lately. It is 
perfectly clear, however, as I proved eighteen 
years ago, when these notes first appeared, that 
there is distinct evidence, of which the Lancashire 
and Cheshire records of Ashmole and Randle 
Holme form a most important portion, that there 
was a Society of Freemasons in England, certainly 
in the seventeenth century, and most probably very 
much earlier. Though in some places associated 
with the incorporated or unincorporated Companies 
of artisans, the Society existed on a separate 
constitution.

One Lodge at least flourished under the control 
of the Masons' Company of London ; and it is 
quite clear that it was not carried on for trade 
purposes. The only natural conclusion is that the 
Society was a number of men, composed as, 
wherever there is evidence, we find it to have been, 
of all ranks, who met, and carried on certain 
ceremonies, including that of making Accepted 
Masons.

At Chester there existed an incorporated 
Company of Operative Masons, with which the 
Speculative Lodge may well have been connected, 
like the Lodge of the Masons' Company in London. 
At Warrington, on the contrary, there is no 
evidence, nor does it seem likely, that the Lodge 
was at the time Ashmole mentions it in any way
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associated with an operative superior. It was 
probably, as no doubt was elsewhere often the 
case, the survival of the Speculative portion, after 
the Operative Lodge had ceased to exist.

These facts being established, the very interest 
ing question may now be considered, how far the 
Freemasonry used in London, Warrington, 
Chester and elsewhere was one and the same 
system.

Ashmole was " made a Mason " at Warrington 
in the year 1646, and then no doubt became 
acquainted with the legendary history of Masonry 
and other matters contained in the Old Charges. 
Thirty-five years afterwards, in the year 1682, he 
was summoned to attend a Lodge in London. 
The fact that he uses the word summons in his 
diary seems to indicate that he was known by the 
Freemasons of London to be an Accepted Mason. 
He was summoned on the loth March, and 
attended at Masons' Hall on the nth, only one 
day's notice being given ; he being, as he states, 
the oldest Fellow among those present. At this 
meeting a number of people are "made Masons," 
and are called by Ashmole the "new-accepted 
Masons," agreeing with the notes discovered by 
Mr. Conder in the old cash book of the Masons' 
Company, where they are always called 
"Accepted," and the Lodge the "Acceptance."

The Masons' Company Lodge had in its posses 
sion, according to the inventories of 1663 and 1676, 
besides their own operative rules, " One book of 
" the Constitutions of the Accepted Masons." This 
was a copy of the Old Charges or Constitutions, 
and it last appears in an inventory of 1722. 
Being thus described, as distinct from the operative 
rules, it is [clear that these " Old Charges" had 
become the possession of the Accepted or Specula 
tive Masons in the seventeenth century. Dr. Plott
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the possession of the Lodge of
interesting

as is well known, also attributes these manuscripts 
to the Speculative Masons in the year 1687, and 
the copy still in
Antiquity, No. 2, contains the very 
colophon, dated 1682, so often referred to.

Ashmole, though made a Mason in Lancashire, 
was summoned to, and was able to be present when 
ceremonies took place in a Lodge at London. If, 
between the two dates, Ashmole had been obliged 
to learn another form of Freemasonry, it would be 
one of the events which would certainly have been 
chronicled in his Diary.

The manuscript copy of the Old Charges, signed 
by Edward Sankey, was probably made for 
Ashmole from the one used at Warrington when he 
was made a Mason. The text of it agrees with 
that of the copy made by Randle Holme, and, as 
I have stated above, this was probably a copy of 
the one used in the Lodge at Chester at about the 
same date. Thus, I think, no difficulty need arise 
in assuming that the Freemasonry used in the 
Lodges at London, Chester, and Warrington, was 
one and the same system ; and that it included the 
use of a copy of the " Constitutions " or " Old 
" Charges," during some part of the ceremonies. 
This argument will receive confirmation from the 
statements made by Plott, to which I shall refer.

It may now be necessary to show that the admis 
sion of an Accepted Mason was quite different from 
that employed by the incorporated bodies, and 
something more than the ordinary trade ceremony 
of entering an apprentice, or of taking up the free 
dom after the term of servitude was over. Also, 
that in the seventeenth century there was more 
secrecy about the speculative ceremony, as it was 
not of an operative character.

The many entries discovered by Mr. Conder, 
already so often referred to, never mention the
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taking of apprentices or the freedoms in the 
Company in the same terms as when Accepted 
Masons are " made." They had a separate list of 
the Accepted Masons, framed, and, no doubt, hung 
up in Masons' Hall ; and when the new charter 
was obtained from Charles II, about the year 1677, 
it being impossible for the "Acceptance" to be 
included under the trade rules of a charter, the 
balance of money " rec[eive]d of the last accepted 
" Masons " was " laid out for a new banner," and 
the Lodge of Accepted Masons is not again 
referred to in the books of the Company.

It will be observed that the old form of entering 
the " Acceptance " was to be made or accepted a 
Mason, which exactly follows, in a different form, 
the operative usage, when a youth was entered as 
an apprentice. There is no mention whatever of 
degrees. Ashmole writes : " I was made a Mason," 
and refers to the new-accepted masons. The 
records of the Masons' Company in London show 
the same usage. Randle Holme, at a little later 
date, probably about 1650, writes, with reference to 
William Wade, " For to be made a Freemason." 
There is no mention of ceremony, mason-word, or 
degree. It by no means follows, however, that 
what we now call degrees did not then exist.

Mr. Gould has pointed out, though he does not 
attempt an explanation, that the words " Fellow 
" or Master," used by Dr. Anderson in the 1738 
Book of Constitutions, meant that they were one 
and the same grade. Anderson, it must be remem 
bered, wrote in the transitional period, when the 
operative influence was passing out of Freemasonry, 
but it is quite easy to understand that so long as 
an operative rule existed over, or in the Speculative 
Lodges, no person would be allowed to call himself 
a Master Mason, unless he was full}' qualified 
according to operative rules. There could be no
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objection, however, to his calling himself " Fellow," 
and it will be remembered that Ashmole states that 
he was the oldest Fellow present at the meeting 
in 1682.

Another source of information, though it supplies 
no record of a particular Lodge, like those 
mentioned above, is of considerable value. It is 
the well-known portion of Dr. Plott's History of 
Staffordshire, published in 1686. In it he states 
that in that county the Society of Freemasons 
was in greater request than elsewhere, though 
the custom, he says, is spread more or less over 
the whole nation. That they have a parchment 
volume containing the history and rules of the 
craft of Masonry ; that on the admission of a 
member, there must be five or six of the Ancients 
present, and that a Fellow of the Society is called 
an Accepted Mason; that the admission of a 
member consists chiefly in the communication of 
certain secret signs whereby they are known to one 
another all over the nation. After referring to 
some of the ordinary rules given in the Old 
Charges, Plott writes: "But some others they 
" have (to which they are sworn after their fashion) 
" that none know but themselves."

The statement that Masons could recognise one 
another acknowledges a system which must be of 
an earlier date than the time at which Plott wrote. 
Beyond this there was a curious oath of secrecy, 
which appears in some of the manuscripts in 
different forms, to which I shall refer again.

In Scotland the " Mason's Word " was given. 
What the " word " itself was is not known with any 
certainty. It is, however, I think, quite certain 
that the general title, " Mason Word," included 
"certain secret signs," as Dr. Plott calls them, 
which it seems difficult to suppose were given 
without some kind of ceremony or ceremonies, or, 
as they would now perhaps be called, degrees.
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The Freemasonry of England and Scotland was 
probably to a large extent the same in the main 
lines ; but, as I have several times pointed out, 
there was one great difference: Speculative or 
gentlemen Masons were admitted into the Scotch 
operative lodges, a custom which, of course, may 
have been used in some of the English operative 
lodges in early times ; but the English lodges, so 
far as they are known, were Speculative Lodges, to 
some extent composed of operative masons.

Following the above statements, which prove the 
existence of a certain amount of secret ceremonial, 
it will be useful to return to the few leaves of 
manuscript left by Randle Holme, as they will be 
found to contain valuable links in the chain of 
evidence.

The copy of the Constitutions, or Old Charges, 
as they are called, is also contained in Had. Ms. 
2054 ; and, like the other masonic notes, is in the 
handwriting of the third Randle Holme. The 
entire text has been published in fac-simile in vol. iii 
of the Qitatiior Coronati Lodge Reprints. The writing 
occupies six and a half folio pages, and is written on 
paper. Remembering the habit of the successive 
generations of the Randle Holmes to preserve a 
copy of every document and deed that came in 
their way, we may fairly conclude that this copy of 
" The ffree Masons Orders and Constitutions," as 
it is headed, was destined by Randle Holme to 
form a part of his collections. There seems to be 
no doubt, however, as I have already stated, that 
it is a copy of the older scroll, used by the Lodge 
of Freemasons of Chester in the middle of the 
seventeenth century, and probably long before that 
date.

The text of it is of considerable interest in many 
ways. The angular character, representing the 
word year, must not pass unnoticed, as well as the 
pointers placed in the margin, probably by Randle
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Holme, to mark the references to early charters, 
said in the legendary history to have been granted 
to the Masons by various kings.

Immediately after the legendary history, and 
before the charges, detailing the conduct of a 
mason, occurs the following sentence: "Here 
" followeth the worthy and godly oath of Masons." 
The oath, however, is not given in the text.

There are, as I have mentioned when considering 
Ashmole and Freemasonry, many copies of the Old 
Charges extant. They all contain very much the 
same text, commencing with the legendary history 
of masonry, and then giving a series of rules and 
articles for the conduct of the trade and its 
members. The differences need not now be 
referred to. It is from these rules and charges, 
which wrere, with the legendary history, read over 
to the new-made mason, that the Mss. take their 
name of Old Charges or Constitutions of Masonry 
to charge being to command or 
conduct and behaviour.

It is not surprising that at an age when an oath 
was administered to people holding every possible 
and impossible office, and when it was considered 
necessary to " swear " the servants in the household 
of a peer, or the inhabitants of a forest " being of 
the age of twelve years," according to the Book 
of Oaths, printed in the year 1649, that the 
Masons, in common with others, administered in 
their ceremonies an oath to keep the secrets and 
rules of the craft, the freemen of the city being 
sworn, as also the scavenger.

The two earliest Mss. now known, the Halliwell 
and Matthew Cooke, as they have been called, 
stand alone, but are themselves only copies or 
recensions of something already in existence when 
they were composed. They contain references to 
an oath.

give orders as to
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It must be remembered that the Old Charges 
descended from the old craft of Masonry before the 
"Reformation" broke up the guilds and all but 
destroyed the craft of Masonry, The exact period 
at which these "Charges" became the sole 
property of the Speculative Masons or Accepted 
Masons it is not easy to determine, but roughly 
speaking it was about the year 1600. At this 
time the copies began to be multiplied, and perhaps 
the natural inference is that the scrolls of the 
Old Charges were required at the time when the 
number of fixed speculative lodges increased. It 
is certain that nearly the whole of the copies that 
have survived the ruin of the guild of Masonry are 
to be dated in the seventeenth century. A 
difficulty, however, at once presents itself. What 
has become of the manuscript rolls used in the 
operative lodges at an earlier period ? Only two 
of late date, the Grand Lodge Ms. No. i, dated 
1583, and the Lansdowne Ms. in the British 
Museum, written at about the same period, have, 
so far as is now known, survived. Did the old 
copies perish with the operative lodges, or, being 
worn out, were they superseded by the newer 
copies now extant ?

The Speculative Masons continued to use the 
history and rules as they had been handed down to 
them. It is, nevertheless, easy to see that the 
operative rules, like the legendary history, could 
not apply directly to Speculative Masons, who did 
no work, except, perhaps, lectures on geometry, 
and this not of an operative character.

It is also, I think, certain that some of the early 
Freemasons' Lodges were largely composed of 
operative masons. This is only what would be 
expected in some instances, just as in the case of 
the Lodge connected with the London Company, 
and the Lodge at Chester : another citv whereo «/
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there existed an incorporated company of 
operatives. The Lodge at Warrington, perhaps 
the survivor of an old operative lodge, long since 
dead, being in the country, would naturally be of a 
different composition, and this is what is found to 
be the case.

Notwithstanding the fact that in the Old Charges 
the rules are purely operative in character, in the 
Randle Holme Ms. the statement that " here 
" followeth the worthy and godly oath of Masons," 
appears in the place usually occupied by a sentence 
in Latin, giving instructions as to the manner in 
which the oath to keep all the operative rules was 
administered to one or more candidates. This 
sentence in Latin varies according to the vagaries 
of the scribe who copied out the particular manu 
script. It contains instructions as to what was 
to be done while the rules or articles were read. 
Perhaps the Buchanan Ms., as it is called, usually 
dated about the years 1660 to 1680, is as clearly 
expressed as any : " Tune unus ex senioribus, 
" teneat librum vt illi vel il[l]e ponant vel ponat 
" manus supra librum tune precepta Debeant legi."

It then continues : " Every man that is a Mason 
" take heed right wisely to these charges, if you 
" find yourselves guiltie of any of these, that you 
" may amend of your errors against god and 
" principally they that be charged for it is a great 
" peril to forsweare themselves vpon a book."

From the above, not to pursue the matter further, 
it is quite clear that it was possible and usual to 
elect more than one member at one time, and pass 
them through the ceremony. It is equally clear that 
the Bible was used, and indeed the whole or a portion 
of it has always been used in any legal oath to the 
present day. Masons, and after them the Free 
masons, simply followed the custom of the time, 
and swore to keep the secrets and rules of the guild. 

L 2
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The sacred Book was held by one of the Elders of 
the Lodge, the candidate or candidates placed a 
hand upon it, while the rules and orders were read 
to him or them, thus signifying adherence to what 
was read.

To this the Wood Ms. adds a little more 
information. It reads as follows: "Tune unus 
"ex senioribus teneat librum, et tune precepta 
" debeat legi. That is to save, that one of the 
" Elders holdeth the booke, and then the precepts 
" ought to be read." An explanation added for the 
benefit of those who were perhaps unable to 
understand the Latin, or not well versed in the 
order of the ceremony.

This may be compared with the statement made 
by Plott, that a certain number of Elders must be 
present at the admission of a new member.

The Latin sentence of instructions, as I have 
pointed out, is replaced in the Randle Holme Ms. 
Charges by another, the Latin being given in a 
different form, nearly at the end of the Ms., as 
follows :   " Tune vnus ex senioribus teneat libru[m] 
" et ille vel ille teneat libru[m] et ......
" tune insip. hie jurare sodales." Allowing for the 
portion omitted, this is a clear explanation of this 
portion of the ceremony.

Immediately after this appears the closing sen 
tence of the Ms. : " These charges that we have 
" rehearsed & all others that belonged: to Masonrie 
" yu shall keepe to the vttermost of y r knowledge, 
" soe helpe you God, and by the contents of this 
" booke. Finis."

Here, as Plott states, other secret charges and 
rules are counted for, not included in the Old 
Charges, but, nevertheless, included in the oath.

It is worth remarking that two other Mss., 
usually classed with this one, contain the sentence 
about the oath of Masonry ; one signed, " Thomas
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Martin, 1659" (Sloane Ms. 3323), and the other 
that signed " Edward Sankey, 1647," and supposed 
to be a copy of the manuscript used at the War- 
rington Lodge when Ashmole was made a Mason 
(Sloane Ms. 3848). The former of these reads : 
" Here followeth the worthy oath of Masonry," 
but the latter exactly coincides with the Randle 
Holme Ms., as it reads: "Here followeth the 
" worthie and godly oath of Masons."

That the rules contained in the Old Charges, 
read over to the candidate, were purely operative, 
cannot be disputed ; and that some of the seven 
teenth century lodges, as I have said, were partly 
composed of operative masons, seems equally 
certain. These operative rules, although they were 
then the possession of, could, however, be little 
more than a tradition with the Speculative Masons. 
Nevertheless, they were, I believe, in common use 
until shortly after the " revival " of 1716-7 ; and, 
as I have before stated, there seems to me to be no 
reasonable doubt that the Roberts edition of 1622 
was not in any way intended to be an " exposure," 
but was printed simply to supply a want, being the 
easiest manner of multiplying copies of the Old 
Charges, then in demand by the Speculative Lodges.

In 1723, the Grand Lodge itself, for reasons 
perhaps to some extent influenced by the Roberts 
edition, took a most extraordinary departure from 
the traditions of Masonry, and caused a new and 
quite differently composed Book of Constitutions to 
be issued in 1723. The revolutionary aspect of 
this action at the time it took place can hardly be 
over-estimated, and how far it received the 
approbation of the older masons will probably 
never be perfectly known. Much curious informa 
tion on this subject will be found in an article by 
Mr. R. F. Gould, on Philip Duke of Wharton, and 
the remarks thereon, printed in the Trans. of the 
Quatnor Coronati Lodge, vol. viii, page 114, &c.
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Although the new Book of Constitutions, issued in 
1723 by the Grand Lodge, differed essentially from 

 the Old Charges, it, as well as the more enlarged 
and differently composed edition, published in 1738, 
retained much of the old formula : " To be read at 
" the admission of a new brother, when the Master 
" or Warden shall begin, or some other Brother, to 
" read as follows"; although in the latter case it 
was an impossibility.

It is interesting to note that the Roberts edition 
of the Old Charges, printed in 1722, contains the 
" New Regulations," which apply essentially to 
Speculative Masons and Lodges, and at once 
admit a system of government peculiar, perhaps, 
to them, which may well be contrasted with those 
purely operative rules contained in the Old Charges. 
Evidently the new regulations marked an era ot 
change. The date of the formulation of these new 
regulations was not certainly known, therefore they 
were assigned to different years. The Roberts 
edition states that they were "made and agreed 
" upon at a General Assembly held at .... 
" on the Eighth Day of December, 1663," and the 
Ms. copies of the Old Charges, containing the New 
Articles, date from about the middle of the seven 
teenth century.

These New Articles are of great interest, as they 
seem to prove a distinct system of Freemasonry ; 
and the comparison of the original text, with the 
altered account given by Dr. Anderson in the Book 
of Constitutions of 1738, will be found in the admir 
able book by Mr. W. J. Hughan, The Old Charges 
of British Freemasons, second edition, 1895, which 
gives an excellent account of every copy of these 
ancient rolls, known at that time.

Mr. Conder's suggestive remark (The Masons' 
Company and the Acceptance, Trans. Lodge Quatuor 
Coronati, ix, p. 39) with reference to the clause
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about the election of one Master and Assembly 
and Wardens at every yearly General Assembly, 
who shall regulate and govern the Society, Com 
pany, and Fraternity, that this rule " might even 
" have been drafted from the book of the consti- 
" tutions of the Company, containing its rules and 
" ordinances," cannot be overlooked.

It must, however, be remembered that the govern 
ment and rules of the trade of masonry would 
naturally be pretty much the same all over the 
country, and the Freemasons, when they formulated 
special rules for their own government, would, 
without doubt, follow generally the customs in use 
in the guild from which they descended.

The New Regulations must have been composed 
about the middle of the seventeenth century, or 
earlier ; the great change in the Lodge of Accepted 
Masons, connected with the London Company, must 
have taken place when the Company was re-incor 
porated by Charles II, in 1677, and it then became 
impossible for the Speculative Lodge to be included 
in the charter of re-incorporation.

The New Regulations, as is well known, form a 
portion of some of the rolls of the Old Charges, 
and were included in the printed edition published 
by Roberts in 1722 ; how far they became general 
it is at the present time impossible to say. It is, 
however, quite clear that they recognised an 
organised system for the government of Free 
masonry ; and this system of government, so far 
as we now know, can be referred to the middle 
of the seventeenth century.

It has often been stated that Ashmole and Col. 
Mainwaring were admitted into Freemasonry as a 
great honour ; this is, however, a mistake. That 
the Lodges were largely composed of Speculative 
Masons is quite sufficiently proved without the 
evidence brought forward by Mr. Conder, from
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records of the Masons' Company Lodge, in which 
there seem to have been no restrictions whatever. 
As there was a regular system, quite distinct from 
operative masonry, it seems to be absolutely proved 
that Ashmole and Mainwaring became Speculative 
Masons, like Edward Strong and many others, 
about whom we have now no certain knowledge.

In the same volume with the Mss. already 
referred to (Harl. Ms., 2054, page 33) occurs the 
following form of oath, mentioned above : also in 
the writing of the third Randle Holme : " There 
"is seurall words & signes of a free Mason to be 
" revailed to y" wch as yu will answ[er] : before God 
" at the Great & terrible day of ludgm1 y u keep 
" Secret & not to revaile the same to any in 
"the heares of any p[er]son whatsoever?] but to 
"the M rs & fellows of the said So[c]iety of free 
" Masons so helpe me God, xc :" 4I This is written 
on a small scrap of paper, torn from the top corner 
of a sheet. Probably it is a rough memorandum, 
and has evidently been corrected, it may be, for 
immediate use when William Wade was made a 
Freemason.

In this we have, as Mr. Speth remarks, " what 
" was apparently a form of oath administered to 
" the candidates in those days, the initial statement 
" being of great importance, revealing, as it seems 
" to do, the fact that Masonic tokens of recognition 
" were even then of a complex nature."

This oath, which stands absolutely alone, as it 
is unlike any of those which occur in other copies 
of the Old Charges, one would think, is really 
" the worthy and godly oath of Masons." It per 
fectly agrees with the quotation from Plott's History 
of Staffordshire, which I have quoted : " that, in 
"his time," i.e., in 1686 and earlier, "the ad- 
" mission of a member consisted chiefly in the

4 1 See fac-simile.
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" communication of certain secret signs, whereby 
" they (the Masons) are known to one another all 
" over the nation."

There is still one more item of information that 
may be gleaned frorrr Randle Holme to help in 
this endeavour to re-construct, from the few frag 
ments now remaining, the Freemasonry of the 
past.

I have elsewhere contended that the earliest 
symbolism of Freemasonry was based on the 
working tools of the operative or artizan mason, 
and very naturally so. They were of daily and 
hourly use with him, and he knew what he could 
do with their help ; therefore moral teaching based 
on them would more easily appeal to the mason, 
than teaching based on other things. A reference 
to any of the old authors on heraldry, and to 
Randle Holme himself, shows that the square, 
level, the plumb, and other of the ordinary masons' 
tools, had each a moral teaching attached to 
them, which was no secret, but generally known. 
Only recently I published an earlv and very inter 
esting piece of symbolism, of which the set square 
was the basis (Trans. Lodge Quatuor Coronati, 
vol. xiii, p. 28, 1899).

It will be remembered that in the sentence in the 
Academy of Armory, where Randle Holme states 
that he was an Accepted Mason, he says : 

" I cannot but Honor the Felloship of Masons 
"because of its Antiquity, and the more, as being 
" a member of that Society called Freemasons : In 
" being conversant among them I have observed 
" the use of these several tools following, some 
" whereof I have seen born in Coat Armour."

Here, as I have said, he draws a distinction 
between the Fellowship of the Masons, i.e., the 
incorporated body of artizans, and that Society 
called Freemasons, i.e., the Accepted or Speculative
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Freemasons. And after the sentence quoted there 
follows a list of tools the hammer, chisel, 
pick axe, mallet, mattock, and -trowel ; the com 
mander or great mallet or maul, triangle, mason's 
axe and square. Then follow, " four instruments 
" of the masons" : rule or ten foot rod, moulds, 
fillets, &c., to which Randle Holme adds, "these 
" are the plain and ordinary terms amongst the 
"vulgar sort of hewers of stone, that know no 
" better things, but the more ingenious and learned 
" workmen have other terms," for which he refers 
the reader to another chapter of his book. On 
turning to that place, the symbolism of pillars is 
said to be Fortitude and Constancy, and other 
matters, he entering to some extent into the science 
of construction, or as he calls it the theoric part of 
Freemasonry.

In old times, it must be remembered that a 
lecture on geometry was no unusual, but rather 
the usual, feature of a Lodge meeting ; for, as the 
oldest copy of the Old Charges tells us, " Geometre 
" is Masonry."

Thus I have endeavoured to point out, as shortly 
as possible, the great interest of the few records 
that have come down to us relating to Freemasonry 
in Lancashire and Cheshire in the seventeenth 
century, as compared with that existing elsewhere 
at the same period ; and at the same time to again 
make clear the respectable antiquity which is really 
possessed by the Free and Accepted Masons.


