Communication.

ORIGIN OF THE NAME PILKINGTON.

(Being a revision with additional notes for *“The History of the
Pilkington Family, 1066-1600".)t

I R. LOWER, in his Patronymica Britannica,

expresses the opinion that A.p. 1000 is an”
approximate date for the earliest assumption of
family names, and that, though it is generally
supposed they were an importation of the Norman
Conquest, they were occasionally hereditary
amongst the Anglo-Saxons many generations
before that time. This is a subject of much
controversy—it is certain, however, that the name
in question is pre-Norman.

In confirmation, it may be observed that Mr.
Robert Ferguson, an authority on the subject, in
his treatise, 7he Teutonic Name System, says that
the syllable ““ing,” commonly found in English
names—signifying son, or offspring of—was dis-
continued about the time of the Conquest, and
that all names in which it still appears belong to
the Anglo-Saxon period.

Pilkington (a word of three parts) is in this
category ; ‘““fon,” signifying a dwelling place, village,
or town ; ‘“ing,” the offspring of (as already stated),
and “ Pilk,” a proper name—the derivation of
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which cannot with certainty be given, but is
probably that mentioned hereafter. Thus, the
syllables, taken together, mean the dwelling place
of the family of Pilk, and ‘“ing,” and *‘ fon,” being
Anglo-Saxon, leads me to believe that the family is
early Teutonic. Professor Kuno Meyer, of Uni-
versity College, Liverpool, expresses the opinion
that the etymon of the name Pilk is of this origin,
and informs me that there are kindred names in
North Germany (Holstein), at the present time.
Pilk, as a surname, does not appear to be met
with in the present day, but there is mention of an
Amfelisce Pilk in the Testa de Newvill (circ. 1210)
under the heading of Wiltshire ; of Richard de Pilk
in the Patent Rolls of 1292, also of William, son of
William de Pilk, in those of 1302. Moreover,
Johannes de Pilk and Simon de Pylk were living in
1314 (Parliamentary Writs, vol. 1., p. 133), and, in
the Calendar of Wills envolled in the Court of
Hustings, London (vol. i, p. 645), there is mention
of the Wiil of Thomas de Pilk, bearing date 1348.
To refer once more to Mr. Robert Ferguson’s
work, The Teutonic Name System, he points out
in chapter 7, that the letter “B” was often
dialectically changed to ““ P "—the High German
preferring the hard “ P to the Low German “B "
—and, at pages 268 to 269, he asserts that from
“« Bl " (wh1ch Jacob Grimm describes as “lenitas,
“ placiditas,” or, in other words, * gentleness,”) a
minor goddess in northern mythology, many
ancient and modern German names have been
derived ; furthermore, that Bilke and Pilke are
diminutive forms thereof. It would, therefore, not
be unreasonable to suppose that the name of Pilk
had such an origin. Grimm, in the Teutonic
Mythology, favours this view (see Stallybrass’s
edition vol. i, p. 350); he remarks also that *‘ ing "
was an.expression.in frequent use to denote lineal
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descent, and (on page 354 of the same volume),
that ¢“ When (Pagan) races named themselves after
‘“a famous ancestor, it may be a deified man, a
“ demi-god, but never a purely divine being. They
“ descend from the god, but through the medium
“ of the demi-god, and after him they named theém-
‘4 getved.Y :

~ Doubtless, in the first instance, these Pilks
formed part of the community, or clan, of the
Pilkingas,* éne branch of which, settling in the
south-east of Lancashire, gave the name Pilkington
to the locality, and ultimately assumed it as a
patronymic; and it is worthy of note that there
were contemporaneous families of Pilk and Pilking-
fon from a very early date up to the year 1348, the
former located in the South of England, the latter
solely i Lancashire; also that, at the Norman
Conquest, though the old nobility was' superseded,
Anglo-Saxons of any note were allowed to remain
in - posséssion of their holdings, subject to the
conditions which then came into vogue.

During the four hundred years which followed
the Conquest, these Pilkingtons were styled ¢de
“ Pilkington,” after which time the fashion changed,
and the imported prefix “de ”” was dropped.

In early records, variation in the spelling is met
with—“y” being frequently, and “a” or ‘“‘u”
occasionally, substituted for ‘‘1,”’ and the letter “‘g”
at times being dropped. Abridged forms also are
observable, as for instance, Alexander de Pikinton
and Alexander de Pakinton, identically the same
person, named in the survey for taxation made in or

2 In the appendix to the Awglo-Saxons in Ewugand, Mr. John Mitchell
Kemble, F.S.A., gives a list of several hundred places in England which are
named after the *“ Mark ” community which held them, and he cites the
‘¢ Pilkingas ” amongst them. Further, Mr. Thomas Wright, F.S.A., in Z7%¢
Celt, the Roman, and the Saxorn (3rd. ed., pp. 503-6), states that each
Teutonic chief received his share of land at the time of the Saxon invasion,
and that the name of the locality often became composed of the patronymic
of the family race,
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about 1210 (Z'esta de Nevill, pp. 404 and 405), his
son, Rog’ de Pilkinton (szc) being also mentioned
(zbzd p- 399); but a more curious distortion is the
entry of A.p. 1210-12 in the Liber Rubeus de
Scaccario, which is as follows,—*‘ Alex’ de Bikentone
“ (sic for Pikentone, i.c., Pilkington) vj bovatas m
‘““ Rokintone (sic for Rovmtone i.e., Rivington),”
being a portion of the particular part ‘of Lancashire
mentioned in the above reference to Testa de Neuvill.
Such carelessly recorded clerical entries naturally
render research difficult.

In conclusion, I may express the belief that most
of the persons now bearing the name have emanated
from the original stock which settled in Lancashire ;
and i1t was not until the early part of the 14th
century that they began to. possess estates in the
Midland Counties, the 15th century in Yorkshire,
the 16th century in Durham, and the 17th century
in Ireland. ,

JouN PILKINGTON.



