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THE ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY OF 

BEBINGTON CHURCH.

By Edward W. Cox.

Read 4th November, 1897.

THE recent alterations made in the ancient and 
beautiful church of Bebington, under the 

name of " Restoration," although they have run 
the usual course of loss and destruction of some of 
its ancient features, have at the same time been the 
means of disclosing a number of details of the 
original building, which previous patchings in 
1840'-7, and earlier periods of this century had 
concealed ; and as further alterations of this buil 
ding are proposed, which may easily confuse the 
historic sequence of the church, it seems well to 
record shortly the facts already known, and now 
confirmed by the late discoveries, as to the suc 
cessive buildings and additions that have occurred 
since the Saxon church was built.

TRADITIONS AND VKSTIOF.S CIV THE SAXON CHURCH.

The tradition that has been handed down 
among the natives of the village, that the Saxon 
church occupied the area of the present south aisle 
of the nave, seems to have good grounds. A 
plinth, with a weathering below the foot of the 
south nave wall shows a different class of masonry 
from the two or three courses of Norman super 
structure remaining above it; which line indicates 
that within the space of the south aisle was 
contained the small Saxon church, with a chancel 
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98 The Architectural History of

deflected to the northward, 15 feet in length, a 
nave of 30 feet, and a south porch in the centre of 
the nave. That this work is pre-Norman is plain, 
because the partially existing Norman arcade of 
the nave covered the whole line of both the earlier 
nave and its deflected chancel, and beyond this the 
Norman chancel extended eastwards.

TIIK NORMAN CIIUKCII.

The Norman arcade (now the south aisle arcade) 
originallv opened into a north aisle, there having 
been, at the Norman rebuilding, no south aisle, 
and the present south aisle was the body of the 
church. In 1847 the still existing Norman font 
stood at the west end of the south aisle, and 
occupied no doubt its original site in the Norman 
church. I'ntil the recent    restorations," not a 
single trace of the Norman chancel existed, but 
a sufficient number of stones which composed it 
have been found during the recent work to enable 
its character and extent, which had been previously 
derived from analogy only, to be recovered with 
fair certaintv.

The original nave of the Norman church con 
sisted of four bays, with cylindrical columns, having 
cushioned capitals, with their three columns and 
two responds, and carrving plain unmoulded arches 
of two square orders. The easternmost of these 
arches was, at the end of the I5th or earlv in the 
16th centurv, reduced by the extension of the chancel 
westwards to a span of about 0 feet. The western 
limit of the ancient Norman nave seems to have 
been marked on the newer chancel wall, by a small 
conical corbel of semi-octagon section, apparently 
intended to carrv a lamp. The span of the four origi 
nal nave arches was about 10 feet each, thus nearly 
corresponding with the whole length of the pre- 
Norman church, and this arrangement existed till
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the alterations of 1847. It is plain, therefore, that, 
as we have the well defined extent of the Norman 
nave, the earlier plinth with its deflected chancel 
must belong to a prior church, and the succeed 
ing buildings all deflected from the same point, 
and still do so, though the proportions of the naves 
and chancels are varied. There is, moreover, a 
division of the early nave and chancel indicated by 
the plinth being dropped about 6 inches at the point 
of deflection, and it is thence carried eastwards at 
the lower level. Thus by careful examination of 
the Norman nave, we may evolve the Saxon church.

The north aisle of the Norman extension was 
probably a narrow one, which may be inferred from 
the fact that it was enlarged and widened north 
wards about 1320, when the north aisle was con 
verted into the body of the church : the original 
nave thereby became the south nave aisle, the 
Norman arcade being retained.

If there was any tower to the church before this 
period it stood on the site of the present one, and 
there is no trace of it.

 MIIKTKKNTII CKN'ITKY ALTKRATION.

There was an alteration made in the south nave 
wall about 1260 to 1280, which gives us valuable 
information, both as to the early and the Norman 
church. At that period the Norman south door 
and porch were taken out, and a well-moulded Early 
Decorated door substituted ; also two small win 
dows were replaced by two light windows with 
uncusped heads in the lights, of simple bar tracery.

The window to the east of the porch is set at a 
lower level than that on the west, following in this 
the lower level of the Saxon chancel, and quite pos 
sibly replacing the Saxon south chancel window 
itself. I have been told that a step down to the east 
in the nave formerly existed within the memory of 
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people still living, but only one informant could re 
member this feature of survival of the Saxon levels.

The recent restorations have been the means of 
showing the character of this alteration ; the exter 
nal part of the wall is fairlv regularly coursed, and 
though partlvrefaced about 1824 to 1828, and in part 
rebuilt, most of it shows internallv the verv rough 
random work of unfaced stone into which the well- 
wrought ijth centurv ashlar masonrv has been 
inserted. This wall batters, or slopes outwards in 
the interior, the exterior being vertical, a common 
feature from the nth to the I4th centurv. This 
rough wall was always meant to be covered with 
plaster, and has been irescoed with a foliated pattern 
of the ijth or 141!! centurv, on a very thin and 
hard white plaster that discloses a little of the un- 
evenness of the original surface.

The essentially modern fashion ot emphasising 
the joints and beds of masonrv bv conspicuous 
pointing, has been employed by the recent " resto 
rers," the only consolation for the coarse effect of 
this being the fact that it emphasises the evidence 
of the i^th centurv alterations, which the frescoed 
plaster was meant to conceal.

The foregoing remarks have sutticicntlv shown 
the site of the earlv church and the nave and 
Norman aisle. It remained lor the examination of 
the walls when stripped of the plaster, during the 
recent alterations, to disclose the details of the 
Xorman chancel, of which no portion remains //; 
situ, and at the same time it made evident that 
between the erection ot the present noble chancel 
and that of Xorman date, one of the I4th century 
was built.

NOUMAX rii \.vcrr..
When the nave was extended northwards, 

about 1320, the Xorman chancel was taken 
down, and its materials used in the extension ; the
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west end is principally built of its stone, and the 
nave arcade has also been, at the same time, 
replaced with parts of the same materials. The 
open joints of these walls, when the nave roof was 
removed, enabled the intelligent foreman of the 
works to find remains of seven capitals and bases, 
with the carved and moulded portions turned 
inwards, and partly squared into ashlars, while 
below the west window are two stones, 10 feet and 
7 feet 6 inches long respectively, which have ap 
parently been originally monolithic columns of 
much smaller diameter than those of the nave, 
which are built of ashlars. These stones have 
been squared down to about 7 inches in depth, and 
seem to have been originally about 12 inches dia 
meter in the round. These long stones are not 
now so readily distinguishable from the ordinary 
masonry as they were when first uncovered, the 
restoring workmen having partly supplied them with 
sham vertical joints, pointed with cement, an im 
provement which the good taste of the foreman, 
however, prevented them from entirely completing. 
From the west gable of the nave has been taken a 
piece of one of the larger capitals and a portion 
of a base, which now lie neglected in the church 
yard and require caring for.

In a scrap book in the Mayer Library, made about 
1847, at the date of the earlier restorations, there is 
a drawing by \V. G. Herdman, which shows a vo- 
luted capital apparently suitable fur a three-quarter 
column of the smaller diameter. The capital 
taken from the west end, as well as the voluted 
capital, both varv from those existing in the nave, 
the cushions of the latter, instead of being plain, as 
in the nave, issue from a kind of sheath, and are 
without the intervening fillets seen in the nave. 
There is also at the west end of the nave a corbel, 
curiously made up of Norman fragments, one of
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which is a scolloped moulding, apparently from an 
ornamented arch ; also among the stones of the 
west end are many voussoirs of unmoulded arches 
similar to the nave. Here then are the materials 
from which we may recover the Norman chancel.

Taking the conventional proportions of such a 
church, we should expect to find a chancel with 
a north aisle of two hays, and a square east 
end, not an apse, with a chancel arch and an 
arch of smaller dimensions across the aisle. Let 
us take then these remnants found in the walls and 
adjust them to such a plan. The chancel arcade 
would give us for its two arches one free and 
t\vo attached pillars, or responds, of the same 
dimensions as those of the nave. To these we 
may allot the capital and base with the richer 
form of cushion capital. This accounts for three 
capitals and bases. The chancel arch and cross 
arch of the aisle will give four responds, with 
bases and capitals, thus making up the number 
counted among the remains and built up in the 
later walls. The two long stones will represent, 
one of each of the nearly detached shafts of the 
clustered chancel and chancel aisle responds.

These shafts will represent the middle member 
of the responds ; the capital drawn by Herdman 
is appropriate for one of them ; and the lengths of 
10 feet and 7 feet 6 inches will lit the chancel arch 
and the smaller arch of the aisle. The piece of 
scolloped moulding is suitable for an ornamented 
chancel arch ; its only other likely application would 
be to the north door, and the detail is rather large 
for such a position. The south door having pre 
viously been replaced by that of Early Decorated 
date, its fragments would not be found in the walls 
of circa 1320. There is nothing to show what the 
arrangement of the Norman west or east walls and 
windows may have been, nor are the details of any
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other Norman window preserved. We have re- 
| covered indications only of a church with nave of 

four bays, chancel of two bays, each with a north 
aisle, and chancel and aisle, cross arches, a door 
and porch in the centre of the south side of the 
nave, the arcades with cylindrical columns, with 
capitals of two patterns, for nave and chancel, and 
the cross arches with clustered responds, and orna 
mental arch moulds.

THi: KOUKTKKNTH CENTURY CI1ANCK.I. AND NAVE.

It is evident that when the materials of the 
Norman chancel were used for the enlarged nave 
of 1320, that a new chancel must have been built 
in the same later Second Pointed style. The only 
fragment that could give anv clue to what this had 
been, was a portion of a monial belonging to a large 
window of i_|th century date, having an external 
roll moulding, filleted and adapted for two orders of 
tracery. There seems to be no place for this except 
the east window of the Second Pointed chancel; the 
scale is too large for side windows, and each window 
of the nave is in place, and has a different type of 
moulding. This interesting relic I had placed on 
the hearse house, and it has since been lost.

The nave that superseded the Norman north 
aisle, remained until 1847, when the north wall was 
set outwards to build a new north aisle, and a new 
arcade was made in imitation of the original south 
arcade, a copy of the sprawling segmented lath 
and plaster arch that replaced the original two 
eastern nave arches, was also made, and still re 
mains on the north side. The nave was reduced 
in width about three feet, and its two original side 
windows, door, and porch were re-set in the new 
aisle.

DESTRUCTION (IF NAVE RO<JK.

The ancient oak roof of the nave was also 
destroyed, and replaced with a very poor one of deal,
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consequently only the western wall of the nave of 
1320 is now in its original position, and the square- 
headed two-light window, with ogee headed lights, 
has been widened, by the modern addition of one 
light, to a three-light window.

The re-set windows to the east and west of the 
north porch, are a three-light window with flowing 
loop tracerv to the east, and a two-light window 
with reticulated tracery to the west, the openings 
foliated with a sub-order of cusping.

THE PRESENT CHANCEL.

The last mediaeval addition to the church was 
the building of the magnificent Third Pointed chan 
cel, of three bays, with its two side chapels forming 
chancel aisles. To construct this the chancel of 
1320 was wholly removed, and it was intended to 
rebuild the whole church, beginning from the east. 
This rebuilding comprised the chancel, with its 
aisles and one bay of the new nave ; but there it 
suddenly ceased, probably at the Reformation, 
and the junction of the new bay of the nave with 
the ancient Norman one that it had been intended 
to remove, was made by re-setting the old Norman 
respond against the new clustered pillar of the new 
nave, and by the reduced arch already referred to, 
which in 1847 gave way to the lath and plaster 
substitute. The chancel is too well known to need 
any elaborate description. Rickman supposed its 
east window which, though Late Perpendicular, 
contains flowing tracery intersecting its vertical 
lines, to be a reminiscence of an earlier Decorated 
east window ; and this is not unlikely, as we have 
seen that the chancel must have previously been 
rebuilt in 1320. Its three bays, with their lofty 
and delicately moulded, yet massive, clustered 
shafts of lozenge plan, set with the longer axis 
north and south; the refined set of mouldings,
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Frotn an Oil Painting by Eow? W. COX.
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which are neither capital nor bands, which define 
the imposts of the four centred arches ; the bold, 
well-raised bases, that give apparent and real 
strength ; the slender wall shafts, which rise through 
the columns to the blind story, where the clerestory 
is usually found, and which are repeated in the aisle 
chapels; the lofty four-light side windows and three 
five-light windows of the eastern end, combine to 
make one of the finest compositions to be found in 
its style in any local parish church.

AI.TF.KATIONS IN 1847.

The stonework of this fine work happily remains 
almost complete, the only alteration made having 
been effected in 1847, when the double pillar of the 
west nave arch was removed, and a casing, in 
imitation of the dividing piers of nave and chancel, 
was substituted, giving it a resemblance to the 
arrangement of the central portion of a cross 
church. Though this was a regretable interference 
with ancient work, the effect at this portion of the 
alteration was satisfactory from an architectural 
point of view. The wall below the windows of 
the side chapels is panelled in stone, each bay 
having four panels, with cinquefoil heads.

FOKMKU I'KIKSTS' DOOUS AM) SACKI.STV.

Formerly there was a north and south door at 
the eastern bay of these chapels. The southern 
one, with its oak door and ancient hinge and 
lock, is still visible on the exterior, but blocked 
up within, and the panels made over the space in 
imitation of the other bays : the north door was 
destroyed, and its fragments used to block the 
opening. A third doorway leading eastwards into 
the sacristy was blocked up, with lath and plaster, 
when that building was taken down. One of the 
commendable things done in the " restoration " of
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1897 has been the partial reopening of this door, 
which is useless, being hidden to half its height by 
the modern raised floor of the chancel and sac- 
rariuni ; another, the removal of the sacristy, a low 
building of iGth century date, built up against the 
east wall of the chancel. The corbels for its roof 
remain under the raised sill of the east window, 
and the aumbry for the church plate is still visible 
in the exterior of the east wall of the chancel. 
The sacristy was last used for a school, and is 
described as having had long mullioned windows, 
and was probably originally crenellated after the 
pattern of the exactly similar structure at Sefton.

The existence of this small door indicates from 
its position that the nave and chancel floors were 
originally on the same level, with the exception 
of the traditional one step down into the nave ; and 
it is probable that the original altar stood only 
on a foot pace, as it did when the Laudian altar 
rails existed.

These twisted turned pillars, with capitals and 
bases of strong and verv good character, and the 
fine rails, were removed in 1870, and have since 
been lost, as has also some arcaded panelling of 
the same period, that formed pew fronts in the 
north chapel, shown in a lithograph, by H. C. 
Pigeon, dated 1847.

There is in the extreme east end of the south 
chancel wall a single-light window of singular form 
and position. It is on the level of the clerestory, 
and is the only ancient clerestory window in 
"U'irral ; the window has a transom, and the heads 
and foot of the two divisions have elliptic arches. 
The purpose seems to have been to throw light 
on the fine canopied and pinnacled niche on the 
north-east side of the east wall, which probably 
contained the figure of the patron saint, St. Andrew. 
On St. Andrew's Day the light from this window



Bebington Church. 107

falls exactly upon the north side of the altar, where 
the celebrating priest would .stand.

tTlTINC.S Or CHANCKI.

Among the best features of the church, as it now 
stands, are the stalls for the choir. These are fitted 
with oak bench ends with poppie heads and carved 
elbows, the ends are adorned with Perpendicular 
tracery of the same date as the chancel. On the 
elbows and some of the poppie heads or finials 
are several grotesque heads and portrait laces, 
very expressively cut. A portion ot these stalls is 
modern but good work, replacing some that have 
been put to other uses, and which were removed 
from the church on the "restoration'' of 1870. 
Some of these were made up into furniture mnv in 
private possession. Two of the poppie heads and 
part of the stall ends are made up into a kind of 
arm chair in the singers' vestry. The finials are 
angels looking outwards, and each bearing a shield. 
Although the stall work is appropriate and fine, it 
is not in its original position ; what are now the 
stalls were probably the subselUe, and other parts, 
perhaps, some of the nave benches. A drawing 
made in 1847, in the Mayer Musuem, shows that 
there were about sixteen such stalls and benches 
with finials, which are shewn as in various parts of 
the church, but chiefly in the north chancel aisle, 
and at that time the whole church, in the centre, 
was almost filled with i8th and igth century square 
pews, nearly up to the chancel rail. At the re- 
pewing, these ancient benches were made into the 
present stalls.

It is certain from remains in the church that the 
original arrangement included a set of stalls with 
misereres and elbows separating each seat, carved 
with attached shafts, and ornamented with heads, 
figures, (Src. Over these were, most likely, canopies, 
though of such nothing remains. Three of these
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stalls with their misereres, representing the pelican, 
a group of fish, and a portrait head, are put together 
as a kind of moveable sedilia on the south side of 
the sacrarium ; two misereres are set up as hrackets 
in the vestry, a hull's head, and a sow with sucking 
pigs ; and there is an angel finial and fragment 
of a stall, with a lion on the elbow, in the tower 
vestry. Thus it is evident that the chancel was 
originally fitted witli misereres. The chancel pil 
lars hear no trace of ever having been fitted with 
parclose screens, and this seems further to indicate 
that they were separated from the chancel bv 
canopied stalls.

TRACKS <H< ROOD Sl'KKKX.

There are no existing parts of the rood screen ; 
two sockets, now plastered up in the panelled piers 
of the chancel arch, seem to show that there was 
a rather low screen, and the mouldings are marked 
on each side, as though a rood loft over a Hat 
over-hanging canopy had formerly existed. A new 
screen, as a testimonial to the rector, has been set 
up. It is verv well carved, but being fifteen feet 
high, the view into the fine ancient chancel is 
completely obscured, in spite of the lean and 
attenuated standards and tracer}-, which fail to 
obviate this fault.

The only known relic of the ancient floors is a 
IHth century tile, now in the Mayer Museum. It 
is curious and rare ; it bears a rhymed verse on the 
uncertainty ot life, and is made of reddish-brown 
clay, the inscription incised, and filled with yellow 
slip. It is called a wall tile (erroneously, I think), 
and was found in a garden near the church.

A painting, dating about 1790, shows the chancel 
with square pews up to the sacrarium rails, and 
only three stall ends on the north side ; it therefore 
seems likely that the chancel fittings were moved
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T, a Sculpture* on head of Mxtecnlh century Crosv
3 Choir Sulls. now convened into Sedilia.
4 Si»ll Knd*. converted into arm chair.
5 Niche BI north-e**t corner of chancel. Corbel, and Chair.
6 Font, with cover (now lost), from drawing by Charles 

Reid, 1847.

DETAILS, -BEBINCTON CHURCH 
From drawings Yy Eow?W. Cox.

7 Moulding »nd Patorir. Tudor nave.
8. 8a. 8b. 9. 12. 11. 14 l>etail» of Choir Sulk, 

to Bench Knd ftubselhe. 
ii  Moulding and Patoroe, navt and chancel.
15 Finial. from Malls in vemnr.
16  Elbow of stall* in vestry.
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into the north chapel when the church was pewed, 
and when brought back to the chancel they suffered 
further loss, and were not accurately replaced. The 
abolition of square pews and the introduction of 
open benches and modern chancel fittings separating 
the' chapels, was under the direction of the late 
Mr. Ewan Christian.

A western gallery and a smaller one, the latter 
for a string band, were introduced in 1828, and re 
moved in 1847 ; traces of an external door to the 
latter exist in the south nave aisle.

During the restoration which took place in 1897, 
the plaster which had been put on the interior walls 
of the nave has been removed ; and the supposition 
that frescoes would be found, induced me to recom 
mend that great care should be taken not to destrov 
the underlying coat of thin, hard plaster that would 
be found on the stones if frescoes existed.

Traces ol frescoes were tound on the south and 
west nave walls, but skilled labour was not called 
on to uncover them, and onlv a verv small part of 
what remained of them was saved from destruction.

On the south wall the patterns seem to have 
been entirely foliated work, in chocolate and black 
upon a white ground. There is a running pattern 
round the window openings and the doorway, and 
the wall spaces were treated with undulating and 
spiral stems, with leaves formed like those of the 
willow. The west end is almost stripped of its 
thin, hard fresco plaster, but judging from a strip 
in the north aisle, which extends beyond the modern 
north arcade built against it in 1847, the west end 
was treated with figure subjects. All that remains 
is a helmed head, with a serpent crest, apparently 
belonging to a prostrate figure ; there are fragments 
of red and yellow drapery, but the dress is not



no The Architectural History of

distinguishable. An upright red and black line 
reaches upwards from the position of the heart, 
and above the prostrate head is curiously coiled 
draper}', with a border dotted with black, and ap 
parently feathered. Imperfect as this piece of work- 
is, it may possibly have formed part of a fresco of 
St. Michael overthrowing Satan, the white coiled 
draperv being that of the Archangel. Certain stones 
in the added north aisle, taken from the original 
north wall, also bear traces of fresco, and show that 
the whole nave was originally covered with this work.

The treatment of these walls in the recent 
restoration cannot be commended. The west 
wall is fairly well coursed, but with wide joints. 
The south wall consists of umvrought rubble work, 
of the roughest character, in the interior, with 
wrought stone quoins to the door and the inserted 
windows, and here and there a re-used Norman 
stone. From its first construction this wall was 
intended to be covered with thin plaster and painted. 
The offensive modern custom of " exhibiting ancient 
" construction," however rough and imperfect, has 
misled the restorers into raking out and pointing 
with cement everv rough, inartistic, and irregular 
joint and bed with a wide and conspicuous line of 
cement; even the spills or little splinters of stone 
put in to fill up irregularities, are so distinguished, 
and the rudeness of work never meant to be shown 
is thus made doubly conspicuous.

This fashion, so far from being genuine restora 
tion, is a poor, modern, architectural affectation, 
and its mock archaism is now even introduced 
into new work as if it were sightly and desirable 
construction. If any admirer of this fashion exists, 
he should practise it on the brick walls of his 
own drawing-room before introducing it into a 
church, where the ancient treatment is in evidence 
to contest the theoretical one
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23

17

17 Fresco, west end of nave.
18, 26 Fresco, remains of foliated work, south aisle, 
ig Capital, from Norman chancel arcade. 
20, 21 Grave Slab (now iost), from drawings bv 

W. G. Herdman.
22 Grave Slab in wall over south arcade.
23 Grave Slab built into modern coal hole.
24 Moulding and Stop, roof of south chapet. 
35 Base, from Norman chancel arcade. 
27  Wall Plate, chance), re-used from fourteenth 

century church.

DETAILS,- BEBINCTON CHURCH. 

From drawings by Eow? W. Cox

2$ Capital, from Norman chancel arch. 
29, 30, 35 Graye Slabs in south chapel.
31 Grave Slab built into modern north wall of 

nave.
32 Grave Slab of priest, in churchyard wait.
33 Moulded Tie-beam from roof centre of church, 

sixteenth century, but marked later date.
34 Norman Scollop Moulding and fragments,

re-used fourteenth century church. 
56, 37 Grave Slabs built into east wall of south chapel.
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GRAVK SI.AI'.S.

Below the benches in the south chapel are two 
grave slabs, partly broken ; on each is a cross with 
trefoil terminations ; on one is a sword, and on the 
other a pair of shears, the emblem of a woman ; a 
third cross, in relief, with eight arms, and showing 
also the shears, is built into the modern north aisle 
of the nave. There appear to have been seven or 
eight of these slabs, and drawings of three, now 
lost, are in the Mayer Library ; one was beautifully 
foliated. That in the south chapel showed a cross 
on a semicircular foot, representing Mount Calvary. 
In the east wall of the south chapel, in the place 
where the altar formerly stood, repair has been 
made with three portions of cross grave slabs, one 
having the Mount Calvary foot ; another, a cross 
head ; a third, partly behind the pew panelling, 
shows a sword hilt, with a dagger above it. Another, 
much damaged, which shows the stem of a cross on 
three steps, and a sword beside it, forms part of the 
wall of the modern coal cellar. A portion of the 
trefoiled head of another is to be seen over the south 
nave arcade, and a similar fragment is built into 
the churchyard wall. Before the restoration of 
1847 many of these slabs lay in front of the altar 
rail, others in the north chapel, and they have been, 
as is customary in " restorations." removed from 
time to time, as suited the taste of those who pre 
ferred to see new work upon the floor.

Beneath the seats in the south chapel are four 
brasses, two rectangular, and two heart shaped. 
One of the former commemorates Hugh Poole, 
rector of the parish, and is dated 1622 ; the others 
are very difficult to decipher.
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CHURCHYARD CROSSES.

The churchyard crosses may here be mentioned. 
The large one, on the north, stands on an octagon 
base of three steps ; it originally had four and a 
plinth. The base of the cross is much worn and 
mutilated, and is set on the third step remaining, 
the upper step being lost; it has four moulded 
bases for angle shafts round the empty socket, and 
four pedestals, which suggest that it may have 
been ornamented with four niches and figures 
at its lowest stage. The head of this cross 
was dug out of a grave some years since, together 
with a wooden cross, supposed to have been the 
rood, now lost ; and both may have been buried to 
save them from desecration. The head of the 
cross shows two wide and rather coarsely executed 
niches back to back, with ogee foliated canopies. 
In one niche is represented the Crucifixion, in the 
other the Blessed Virgin and Child ; both are 
greatlv damaged, and this relic is carelessly left in 
the hearse house where its condition has not im 
proved. The cross on the south side was set in a 
massive square base, the angles canted with an 
effective stop ; the truncated shaft has been made 
into a sundial. This is the earlier of the two 
crosses, being of I4th century style ; the north 
cross is late, and may be early i6th century work.

LAMP BRACKETS AND PISCIN.-F..

On each side of the sacrarium are brackets set 
in the wall for lamps ; they are semi-octagonal and 
pyramidal in form, the apex downwards, and un- 
moulded.

There is a piscina in the south wall, and 
to the east of it formerly stood a square aumbry, 
now destroyed. The niche of the piscina has a 
four-centred moulded arch ; the bowl has been 
replaced by a plain slab.
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At the east end of the south aisle a moulded 
bracket is fixed on each side of the east wall, 
and a piscina of the same character as that in 
the chancel; a fifth lamp bracket has been 
already referred to, as indicating the limit of the 
former nave and chancel. At the suppression of 
the chantries in the reign of Edward VI, a small 
endowment for keeping a lamp burning in Bebing 
ton Church was confiscated. The northern bracket 
in the chapel is wider than the south bracket, and 
probably supported a sculptured group.

TH F. ROOFS.

The roofs of the church, with the exception of a 
few old timbers in the chancel aisles, are now, since 
the " restoration " of 1897, almost entirely modern. 
The history of the many changes to which they 
have been subjected is so curious and interesting, 
that it seems best to speak of them separately.

The original roof of the south aisle of the 
nave, the former body of the church in the 
13th century, was high pitched, and the weathering 
of its gable on the tower marks its lines. A similar 
span roof, also partly marked on the tower, covered 
the north aisle of circa 1320. Though no fragment 
of this roof remains, it was almost certainly a 
cradle-framed roof, with closely set crossed timbers 
below a collar beam forming consecutive framing, 
without purlins, or spars, or chief principals. Had 
purlins existed, some corbels or sockets in the 
tower wall would have been provided; but the 
ancient ashlar is unbroken, and shows no trace of 
sockets for purlin, or principal; and purlins would 
be necessary for a roof with principals. Apparently 
in the I5th century lower pitched roofs to the nave 
were substituted, with four trusses, having collar 
beams and braces.

This roof was destroyed in 1847, and a deal one 
substituted of inferior design, put together with 

l
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iron bolts. The nave having been narrowed at that 
time by about three feet, the ridge was not in the 
centre, and a kind of sham inner roof was made 
on one side to prevent the appearance of a lop 
sided roof. This contrivance lowered the centre 
roof about two feet in the interior. This 1847 
roof was, in its turn, swept away in 1897, and 
the present modern one put up, which, although 
not following any previous design, is not worse 
than that which immediately preceded it, though 
built on the same system, with iron bolts in place 
of full carpentry framing.

A painting, in the possession of Miss Feilden, 
made about 1790, which I was privileged to 
copy, gives a very accurate view of the nave 
with its second mediaeval roof, and the three- 
arched Norman arcade and additional small altered 
arch. This roof was carried on stone corbels ; its 
successor bad imitation corbels of thin deal board ; 
that put up in 1897 has wall pieces without any 
corbels.

CHANCEL AND CUAPKI. ROOTS.

The transmutations of the roof of the chancel 
and its chapels is even more intricate and curious. 
The chancel and its aisle chapels, built at the 
beginning of the i6th century, have fine triple 
wall shafts in the central chancel and each aisle, 
to carry the original roof. These have bases and 
capitals some feet below the cornice to carry wall 
pieces, and possibly hammer beams, for the three 
main and two half principals that composed its 
three bays, a narrower one being added over the 
sacrarium. The principals were framed with 
cambered collar beams of naturally curved wood : 
their modern successors are cut out of straight wood 
below the collars, and strongly and cleeplv framed 
into the collars and backs, were curved braces, 
forming a segmental pointed arch. These braces
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were no doubt originally also framed into the wall 
pieces, or into the struts of the hammer beams, 
that sprung from the capitals of the stone wall 
shafts.

The side aisles had lean-to roofs of low pitch, 
not as at present, span or gabled roofs, and the 
timbers were likewise carried on the heads of 
the stone shafts in the aisles. The weathering 
and sockets for this roof remain in the blind story, 
the latter rilled with brick ; and over the old wea 
thering, and below the parapet, is part of a fine 
cornice, with cavetto moulding, set with well cut 
paterae or bosses, and grotesque heads, meant to 
be seen, but now concealed by the more recent 
gable roofs of the aisles.

ALTERATIONS IN THE CHANCEL ROOF.

The first alteration made in the chancel roof 
appears to have been clue to the decay of the 
wall ends of the trusses or principals, or of the 
wall pieces. An ingenious but not very artistic 
means was taken to remedy this : the wall 
pieces were removed, the imperfect ends of 
the timbers cut off, and deep corbels, of three 
and four stages, were built over the heads of 
the wall shafts, projecting into the chancel to re 
ceive the shortened ends of the timbers. The 
curved braces were not cut level at the foot with the 
other timbers, but were notched out so as to em 
brace the top angle of the corbel, and thus avoid 
the sliding of the feet of the principals, and to throw 
the strain lower down the walls to the top of the 
wall shafts. By this process the roof was lowered 
in position but not in pitch, and the ends of the two 
ranges of purlins were set into the east and west 
walls. The old purlin sockets, at the higher level, 
were found in the 1897 restoration stopped with clay 
and straw. This roof was practically the original 
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one. On one of the beams at the pseudo crossing 
outside the chancel arch, and which carried 
on it a i6th century moulding, was cut the date 
[686 and the names of the then churchwardens, 
and this probably dated the curious repair just 
described. The date was considered by the restorers 
to be that of the whole chancel roof, and was 
alleged as one reason for its destruction, it being 
only 200 years old : a supposition which its con 
struction decidedly negatived.

THK CHURCH THATCH KI).

Further alterations were made from 1822 to 1824, 
at which the churchwardens' accounts give the 
record of a large sum for new roofing the church. 
Some of the earlier entries explain the nature of 
this new roofing, which evidently was slating, as 
there is a charge for removing the thatch previous 
to this repair. The church, therefore, was partly 
or wholly thatched up to that period. The ancient 
church at Bromborough was also thatched, ac 
cording to tradition, about a century back. At this 
time plaster ceilings seem to have been put on the 
aisles, which were removed in 1847. It is not clear 
when the chancel aisles had their roofs altered to 
span or gable roofs, but it may have been late in the 
18th century. Some of the old lean-to timbers were 
used again, and the line of the old external coping 
of the lean-to still exists, hidden by ivy on the east 
wall. The brick filling of the old sockets of the 
timbers is not of early date, and the gable in the 
interior is made up with brick of modern make.

ROOF ORIGINALLY INTENDED FOR I.KAD.

It is evident from the character of the original 
chancel roof, and some part of the ancient oak 
lining, that they were originally intended to be 
covered with lead. I would suggest that we have lost
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part of the history relating to these roofs, and that it 
lost its lead covering, and was covered with thatch, 
during the period of the Commonwealth. It is 
hardly possible that so fine a church, of such 
costly construction, should have been intended for 
so mean a covering, or that the low-pitched aisle 
roofs could have carried an efficient thatch, hence 
the raising of their pitch by placing on the tie 
beams a perfectly plain king post roof, which is 
still visible.

CENTRAL ROOF.

The first bay of the i6th century nave was 
covered with a queen post root, with tie beam 
and collar beam ; it had two principals ; the tie 
beam had a moulding round and hollow, quirked, 
the other members quite plain. This suggests that 
the nave might have been intended for a flat panelled 
ceiling. In 1847 a deal ceiling in nine panels, of very 
poor construction, was set up in this place. The 
chancel and its aisles being ten feet higher than the 
ancient nave, the junction of the intended new nave 
with the old had the gap filled with oak framing, in 
which were two small square western windows.

ANCIKNT HOOF CONDEMNED.

At the recent restoration some amount of decay 
was found in the timbers of these roofs, and though 
it was to a great extent superficial, and the timbers 
could have been repaired by scarfing and piecing, 
and some of the more decayed ones replaced, so as 
to preserve the ancient roof, the whole of it was 
condemned and destroyed with the exception of the 
comparatively modern principals of the aisle chapels. 
During the destruction of the old roof several pieces 
of wall plate were taken out with earlier mouldings 
than the i6th century, probably belonging to the 
14th century roof. A further plea for its condemna 
tion was that it was constructed on a bad principle.
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THE NEW CHANCEL ROOF.

A new oak roof has been put on the chancel some 
what resembling the old, but quite differently con 
structed, partly of American or Baltic oak, partly of 
English ; the framings of the joints do not exceed 
two inches in depth, some much less. A horizontal 
member has been added at the foot of the rafters, 
lying on the old corbels. The joints of the ancient 
roof were not less than four inches, strongly pinned 
with oak ; the new roof supplements its weak joints 
with iron bolts. The roof condemned as bad in 
principle stood well, with scarcely a faulty joint, 
for about 400 years, its strains were carefully and 
well balanced ; the new roof, not a year old, already 
shows strain and stress, with cracks and shakes 
exactly in those details where the " bad principle," 
so called, had been departed from in favour of essen 
tially modern methods. The first bay of the i6th 
century nave has been fitted with a new cradle roof 
panelled, and the deal nave roofs and boarding of 
the chancel are stained to imitate oak. Perhaps 
the purism, which insisted on showing construction 
in the rubble work walls by conspicuous pointing, 
has not yet extended to the treatment of the car 
pentry thus stained to imitate another quality of 
wood than its own.

Without desiring to say too much about the 
restorations, to which the parishioners have 
generously and lavishly contributed funds, it is 
necessary to speak of one of its omissions.

The third pillar of the ancient Norman nave, 
removed in 1847, has been carefully preserved in a 
garden in the village, and could have been replaced, 
and the correctly proportioned Norman arch added 
according to the ancient plan existing before 1847. 
The architect has preferred to copy in stone the 
extremely unsightly lath and plaster sprawling 
skew arch which replaced the original, merely
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making its curve elliptic instead of segmental, 
which is no improvement on his model, and is also 
constructionally weak. The springing of the second 
i6th century nave arch and west side of the clus 
tered shaft were shown during this rebuilding, but 
have again been cased over with modern masonry. 
The respond of the small arch could also have been 
replaced or reproduced ; it now forms the western 
respond of the new north aisle.

MODKKN UICPAIKS OF THE CHAMCIiL ARCH.

During the work a remedy was sought for the 
failure of the south pier of the chancel arch, which 
has moved some inches out of the perpendicular 
towards the south, distorting slightly the chancel 
and southern- cross arches. This was done by 
taking down the wall above the chancel arch, and 
rebuilding it hollow with only inner and outer faces, 
to relieve the weight above.

Inasmuch as the failure probably arose in the 
foundations, and through the injudicious digging of 
graves inside and outside the fabric,theweakening of 
this wall is more likely to cause additional danger 
than to remedy it ; the weight of a thoroughly solid 
and well compacted wall over an arch is a source of 
strength in spite of its weight. In this hollow 
wall is concealed a bottle, recording the work done 
in 1897, together with coins of the realm, news 
papers, and a parish magazine. The names of 
those responsible for the late works have been 
conspicuously cut on a collar beam in the chancel; 
there is therefore no occasion to further advertise 
them. Had some money been spent in reducing 
and removing to another site the huge and over- 
poweringly noisy organ that completely blocks up 
the lovely north chapel, a good work would have 
been accomplished.
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MASON MARKS.

The mason marks in Bebington Church are more 
interesting and numerous than any in Wirral. 
The}- are fully given in Mr. W. H. Rylands' paper 
in vol. vii.-viii. (M.S.) of the Society's Transactions. 
All that need be said of them further, is that 
the very numerous ones in the chancel and 
chapels showed that a very large number of men 
was employed. The work was evidently hurried 
forward, and, though very good, shows many signs 
of haste. The two side chapels, although bearing 
a general re'semblance to each other, differ in almost 
every detail of moulding, window tracery, and finish 
from each other, suggesting that each was built by 
a different donor many marks on the north side 
do not appear on the south but enough of identical 
marks are found throughout to show that the two 
sides were built concurrently. Additional men 
seem to have been employed on the north chapel, 
and this shows the greater signs of haste, and 
some awkward junctions where the work of the 
several sets of masons met.

The very careful way in which the whitewash 
was removed from the beautifully finished stone 
work of the chancel in 1870, leaving every mark 
distinct, is one of the most creditable of the 
many restorations. This stone work was wrought 
to be seen, and contrasts strongly with the present 
condition of the nave.

TRADITIONS.

An unrecorded battle has left some trace in 
Bebington Church. When the old nave floors 
were removed at the earlier restoration a number 
of skulls were found, many of which were perforated 
and fractured by wounds, and the iron head of a 
spear was also found. As this latter is lost, and
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no careful examination of the remains was under 
taken, it is now impossible to find any clue to the 
history of these remains.

Two popular errors with regard to this church 
have been so often repeated that they need correc 
tion. The first is that the bowl of the font is 
Saxon ; it is of Norman date, with its bowl divided 
into plain square panels by semi-cylindrical ribs, 
and a row of shallow oval hollows forms a band 
round its upper rim. Its pyramidal oak cover, 
which had an ancient finial carved with two 
angels, disappeared with other old oak at the 
1870 restoration.

The second mistake, which has been repeated in 
many notices of the church, is, that the chancel 
was designed for stone groining. There are 
no springers for groining over the wall shafts, 
nor any wall ribs at the side walls, or east 
or west ends, and the masonry appears original; 
no sign of flying buttresses that would be essential 
for so wide a span, nor are the side walls of the 
aisles or the buttresses of sufficient strength to 
sustain so large an area of groining ; nor, were 
the original lean-to aisle roofs replaced where 
they originally were, would there be any room 
to set groining between them and the heads ot 
the original wall shafts. The actual character of 
the ancient roofs I have already explained, and I 
have done so the more carefully, because in "res 
torations" that have retained nothing they have 
dealt with in their original form, much interesting 
sequence of history has been lost. Some of the 
fine sound oak of the old roof has been made into 
lining for the churchwardens' pew, with imitation 
lap joints ; also into panelling of the south porch by 
a parishioner, the style adopted being late Jacobean. 
Several little tables were also made of the same 
timber.

1
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Mr. Charles Reid, writing in 1848 on Bebington 
Church, speaks of fragments of stained glass 
remaining in some windows. The late Rev. T. B. 
Banner, who was curate at Bebington prior to the 
1847 restoration, spoke both of some excellent 
painted glass, which my informant thinks was 
chiefly in the south chancel chapel, also of a 
number of the now dispersed grave cross- slabs 
being then in situ. Not a fragment of old glass 
remains.

CARE OF ANCIF.NT BUILDINGS.

It is to be regretted that the several interesting 
fragments of the cross and the Norman Church, 
now lying about in the churchyard and hearse 
house, have not been provided with a safer place 
for their preservation ; also that, in spite of re 
monstrances made for some years past, graves 
continue, from time to time, to be dug in close 
proximity to the walls, and especially about the 
foundations of the very heavily-constructed tower 
and its buttresses. The chancel buttresses have 
also been pierced by a modern drain. It is much 
to be desired that the parishioners of this ancient 
and beautiful church, in addition to their praise 
worthy liberality in finding funds for its restoration, 
would also endeavour to learn its great architec 
tural and antiquarian value, which far exceeds the 
worth of any modern adornment that may be 
designed to obscure or replace these old features; 
and that their new lamps, however costly, can 
never possess the charm and magic influence of 
the old, which once lost can never be supplied.


