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ECCLESIASTICAL MEMORANDA AS TO 
HALSALL.

Communicated by Wm. Fergusson Irvint.

Acting on the instructions of the Reverend Canon 
Blundell, Rector of Halsall, I recently made search 
in the Diocesan Registries at Lichfield and Chester 
for information respecting his church and parish.

At Lichfield, the Bishop's Registers are in 
excellent condition, and on the whole, won 
derfully complete. A large proportion of the 
institutions to the various livings in the diocese 
are arranged under Archdeaconries, and are thus 
comparatively easy of search, but at the same time 
a number, of odd presentations are scattered up and 
down the volumes, without any apparent arrange 
ment, amongst lengthy lists of Commissions, 
Visitations, Probates, Licenses, copies of Papal 
Bulls, and so on. To have made a thorough 
search would have taken a considerable time, 
so it was decided simply to examine those 
institutions which were arranged under Arch 
deaconries, and then, if possible, bridge any gaps 
that might occur by a search amongst those 
institutions \vhich were not arranged ; the result 
is, probably, a complete list of Rectors, but it is 
possible that one or more may be missing between 
Richard de Halsall, who was instituted in 1336, 
and Roger Milnegate, who was instituted in 1365. 
As it will be remembered, between these two dates 
came the Black Death, in which Lancashire 
suffered severely, and the fact that Roger Milne- 
gate was presented by the Bishop " owing to 
lapse," looks as if the Halsall family, who werfc 
the usual incumbents, had suffered severely, and
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had no one amongst their immediate friends whom 
they could appoint.

The list of institutions appears to be defective 
between the dates 1365 and 1395, and I have 
placed John Spencer about the middle between 
these dates at a guess, as I could not find his 
institution, the fact of his having been a Rector 
only being gathered from the mention of his name 
in the institution of his successor.

My reason for dating Gilbert Halsall 1426 is, 
that William de Newhagh, the previous Rector, 
also held the prebend of Derset, and this appears 
as vacant in the Register, though no reason is 
given, in 1426 ; William de Newhagh was alive at 
Henry Halsall's death in 1423, as he resigns his 
mecliety of Denwall Hospital in 1423, which me- 
diety he held along with Henry Halsall, and as the 
institution list is again defective between the years 
1426 and 1429, there can be no doubt that in this 
gap Gilbert Halsall should appear.

The extracts from the Chester Diocesan Registry 
do not need any comment, but I may explain that 
the phrase " Conductus," used with reference to 
William Symkynson in 1541, simply means " pre- 
" sented by." Under 1548, the note " Mortuus," 
after the name of " Dominus Thomas Mollenex," 
is in a different hand-writing from the rest of the 
document. " Iconomi" is the word used by this 
scribe for "churchwardens."

Under 1562, the note after the Rector's name is 
to the effect that he appeared in the person of a 
proctor.

RECTORS OF HALSALL.

1307. Register of Robert de Redeswell, Archdeaconry of Chester. 
Walter being Bishop. October, 1307. [Vol. j, p. 27.]

vij Idus Novembris. At the presentation of Gilbert de Halsale, 
true patron, etc., HENRY DE LPE, accolite, was admitted to the 
Rectory of Halsall, etc,
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xix Kal: Februarii. Licence of absence granted to HENRY 
DE LEE, Rector of Halsall, from his living, for the purposes of 
study.

Ordination List Secular Subdeacons.
HENRY DE LKE, subdeacon, ordained to the title of the 

Rectory of Halsall, at the Church of the Friars Preachers, 
Derby, on the Saturday in Ember, December, 1307, by the 
Bishop of Carlisle.

1336. Register, Volume IF. Roger being Bishop, 
vj Kal: Martii. At the Church of Ichington, RICHARD SON 

OF THOMAS DE HALSALL, clerk, was admitted to the Church of 
Halsall, at the presentation of Gilbert de Halsall. The vacancy 
commenced x' Kal: Feb : ultimo, through the death of Henry 
de Lee, late Rector. [Vol. ij, p. in.]

1361, Nones of Djcember. The Bishop grants to Auty [?] 
de Halsale the right of oratory at Halsall for two yeais. 
[Vol. v, p. 7.]

1365, Item, v Idus Aprilis. At Heywood, MR. ROGER 
MILNEGATE was collated to the Rectory of Halsall, vacant by 
lapse, clerk ' : primam tonsuram." [Vol. iv.]

1395, xxij December. HENRY HALSALL, aged 19 years, in 
minor orders, by a dispensation from the Apostolic See, instituted 
to the Rectory of Halsall by ... Commissary of Chester, 
and Richard, Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield, at the presenta 
tion of Gilbert Halsall, K1 , true patron, etc. The living being 
vacant by the free resignation of Sr John Spencer, otherwise 
called Clanger, late Rector. [Vol. vj, p. 6o</.]

1395. Ordinations in the Cathedral Church of Lichfield, by 
the Bishop of Pharey [?].

Secular Subdeacons.
HENRY HALSALE to the title of the Rectory of Halsale. 
1413, 151)1 May. At Heywood, by John, Bjshop of Lichfield, 

MR. WM. DE NEUHAGH admitted to the Rectory of Halsall by 
the free resignation of Henry de Halsali, late Rector, and also 
to the Prebend of Derset, in the Cathedral Church of Lichfield ; 
anJ Henry de Halsall admitted t3 the enjoyment of the Arch 
deaconry of Chester and the Prebend of Bolton in the Cathedral 
Church of Lichfield, by the free resignation of Mr. \Vm. de 
Neuhagh. [Vol. vij, p. 1051?.}

1422. Archdeaconry of Chester and Prebend of Bolton 
vacant 7th March, 1422, by the death of Henry Halsall ; also 
part of the Mastership of the Hospital of Den wall, for same 
reason. [Vol. ix, p. ii2</J

1426. Prebend of Derset vacant. 
R 2
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1423. Letters of dispensation to Henry Halsall, scholar, 
granting dispensation for " defectum natalum." Recites Papal 
dispensation. Heyvvood, i7th Sept., 1423. [Vol. ix, p. 140.]

1452, 9th Feb. At Lichfield, EDMUND FARYNGTON, clerk, 
admitted to the Rectory of the Parish Church of Halsall, vacant 
by the natural death of Gilbert Halsall, late Rector, at the 
presentation of Henry Halsall, armiger. (Sede vacante.) [Vol. 
xj, p. 4^.]

1495, 2nd June. At Salop, William being Bishop, HUGH 
HALSALL, clerk, admitted to the living of the Parish Church of 
Halsall, vacant by the death of Edmund Farington, last Rector ; 
presented by Henry Halsall, true patron, etc. [Vol. xiij, p. 158].

1502. Dispensation granted to HUGH HALSALL, Rector of 
the Church of Halsall, on account of his being of the age of 
19 years when he was instituted thereto, and was promoted to 
orders being as yet not of canonical age. Absolved from all 
sentences and risks of excommunication, etc. Given at St. Paul's, 
London, i6th April, 1502, -and at Lichfield, i2th June, 1502. 
[Vol. xiij, p. I5&/.J

1513. At Lichfield, by the Chancellor of the Diocese, RICHARD 
HALSAI.L, clerk, instituted to the Parish Church of Halsall, 
vacant by the natural death of Hugh Halsall, last Rector, at the 
presentation of Henry Halsall, K', true patron, etc. I Vol xiiij, 
p. S 8rf.]

FROM THE DIOCESAN REGISTRY AT CHESTER.
During the life of Richard Halsall the following clergy appear 

to have been at Halsall, according to lists in the Visitation 
Books:  , S4I _ 2
Dominus Robertus Kyrkbe, curatus ex stipendio Ricardi Halsall,

Rectoris.
Dominus Johannes Heskene ex stipendio dicti Rectoris. 
Dominus Williamus Symkynson conductus per Jacobum Halsall.

1548.
Magister Richardus Halsall, Rector. 
Dominus Henricus Halsall. 
Dominus Johannes Hesken. 
Dominus Johannes Chetham. 
Dominus Johannes Prescott, curatus. 
Dominus Thomas Mollenex (mortuus). 

Rob'tus Shurlacurs
Rob'tus Wirrall13      iconomi.Rogerus Pie
Edmundus Barton 
Georgius Fairclugh. 
Willimus Balshae.
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viJ J u 'y> rs^ 2 -
Dominus Richardus Halsall, Rector comparuit p pcur.
Dominus Johannes Prescott curatus comparuit et exhibi".
Dominus Henricus Halsall (mortuus).

Thomas Tatlock. Edmund Tarleton. ) rr, ,  . -i 
William Arnold. Richard Hesketh. ] l>uaraianl -J 
Roger Underwood. John Gilder. ) rr . , 
Ather Sarjeant. Peter Such. ) U ura"-J

1563. The following is a short abstract of the will of the 
Rev. Richard Halsall : 

vij daye of Auguste . . M' vc and threescore . . I Richarde 
Halsall, Clerke, p'son of the pishe Church of Halsall . . desire 
that my bodie be buryed in the Chauncel of the pishe Churche 
of Halsall . . in the Tom be made in the walle upon the North 
syde of the same churche. . .

Mentions " a mortgage which William Colley of Windell hath 
" made unto me of certen landes, etc.''

"John Halsall sone of James Halsall of Altcarr gent."
" Richard Halsall brother unto the seide John."
" To my seide cosin John Halsall sone of the seide James 

Halsall, the suine of foure score and eighteen pounds iijs iiij d 
toward his exhibition and learninge.''

"To my nephew Henry Halsall Esquire one broyche of golde 
with the picture of Sancte Johne Baptiste thereopon."

" Mr Halsall the younger."
" My brother James Halsall of Heskyn ."
" My sister Ursula Halsall wyffe to my brother Edward Hal 

sall." A
"To Sir John Prescotte my servaunte and curate one whole 

yeares wages."
" To my godson Thomas Eccleston and Anne Halsall ray god 

daughter, daughter to James Halsall my servaunte, 20 markes, 
toward her preferment in marriage."

" To Richard Halsall sone to the seide James Halsall my 
servaunte 20 pounds."

" I make Sr Thomas Stanley Knight and my trustie servaunte 
and kinsman James Halsall my executors."

Overseers : The R' Hon : Edwarde Erie of Derbye and my 
brother Edward Halsall.

Codicil, 1563, mentions  
" My servaunte Richard Asmoll."
"Richard Dodgson."
" Anne Halsall daughter of my nephew Richard Halsall 

deceased . . . towards her marriage."
" My executors shall bestowe one Chalice price [hole in 

parchment]1 ' ijijs iiijd to the use of Halsall Churche."

V
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" Towards the improvement of Mellinge Chappell 40*." 
" Towards the improvement of Maghull Chappell zos." 
" Mary Halsall daughter of James Halsall my servaunte."

Witnesses : 
Edward Halsall Esquier. 
Henrye Morecrofte, Phisicon. 
John Prescote, Prest. 
Henry Croston. 

;in Richard Dodgson.
Richard Asmoll with others.

1 5^3> ! S lh July. CtJTHBERT HALSALL, clerk, was presented to 
the living of Halsall, vacant by the death of Richard Halsall, 
late Rector, at the presentation of the late Thomas Halsall of 
Halsall, Knight. The presentation is by Thomas Norres, under 
the will of Sir Thomas Halsall.

The following are from the. Visitation Books at Chester : 
xxxj August!, 1563.

Dominus Gitbtus [sic, for Cuthbertus] Halsall, Rector, apud Oxon. 
Dominus Johannes Prescott, curatus (egroatus), (defunct 1 .) 1

xxjv July, 1565.
Magister Cuthbertus Halsall, Rector, comparuit p pcur'. 
Dominus Nic : Horsker. egroat'.

Thomas Tatlocke./^
Edmund Tarleton.
Johannes Wolsall.
Ra Sefton.
Wins Arnold.
Wins Harker
Henricus Pye.
RoKtus More.
Henry Gobronde.

From the earliest Ordination Book at Chester.
' xvij Aprilis, 1557.

Accolites : Cuthbertus Halsall, Cestr: dioc : accolit. 
He paid First Fruits, 6th November, 5 Elizabeth.
1571. [No month or day given.] GEORGE HESKLTH, clerk, 

presented to the living of Halsali, vacant by the death of 
Cuthbert Halsall, late Rector, at the presentation of Henry 
Halsall, Esquire.

The Rev. George Hesketh, clerk, paid First Fruits to the 
Queen, loth May, 13 Elizabeth.

i The later entry is in a different hand.  
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1594. RICHARD HALSALL, clerk, presented to the living 
[cause of vacancy not stated] by Anne Halsall, relict and execu 
trix of the last will cf Edward Halsall of Halsall, Esquire [No 
institution is to be found at Chester.]

The Rev. Richard Halsall paid First Fruits to the Queen, 
3oth November, 37 Elizabeth.

His will is not now to be found at Chester, but his inventory, 
dated 1633, is still preserved.

1633. There is no record of institution or presentation now 
preserved at Chester of the Rev. PETER TRAVERS, or TRAVIS, 
but he paid his First Fruits into the office on the 8th February, 
9 Charles I; and he is referred to in the presentation of the 
Rev. MATTHEW SMALLWOOD, the succeeding Rector, as the 
" Rev. Peter Travise," his death being the cause of vacancy. 
Further reference will be found to this Rector in the notes 
following, dealing with the Rev. Thomas Johnson, who was 
intruded into the Rectory in 1645. '1'he Rev. Peter Travers 
appears also to have held the Rectory of Bury in plurality, as 
will be seen from the following notes.

The following is from the Institution Books (Exchequer), in 
the Public Record Office, London : 

Halsall R. Peter Travers by [blank] 22 January 1633.
1645. 1'ne following extracts from the Plundered Ministers 

Accounts for the county of Lancaster, printed by the Record 
Society, and the Commonwealth Survey for the same county, 
published by the same Society, give some particulars relative 
to the Rev. Thomas Johnson. His will was proved at Chester, 
in 1661.

1 Whereas Peter Travers, rector of the parish church of Bury, 
in the county of Lancaster, is disaffected to the parliament and 
the proceedings thereof, and is in Lathom house, now kept a 
garrison ag' the parliament, it is ordered that the said rectory bee 
forthwith sequestred from the said Peter Travers. [April 24,
1645-]

Ordered that the rectory of Halsall in the county of Lancaster 
sequestred from Peter Travis to Nathaniel Jackson who hath left 
the same and relinquished his interest therein, shall stand 
sequestred to the use of Thomas Johnson, minister of the 
Word. [Dec. 13, 1645.]

Referred him to the assembly, ut supra.  British Museum, 
Addit. MSS., 15669, fol. 225.1.

Whereas the rectory of the pish church of Halsall in the 
county of Lancaster, is sequestred from Peter Travis to the use

1 These extracts are from vol. xxviij, Record Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire, pp. 3, 12, 14, and 59 ; and vol. xxxiv, p. 49.
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of Mr Nathaniel Jackson, and the said M r Jackson hath sithence 
left the same and relinquisht his interest therein : It is ordered 
that the said rectory shall from henceforth stand sequestred to 
the use of Thomas Johnson, late of Rochdale, a godly and 
orthodox divine, who is hereby required forthwith to officiate the 
Cure of the Church as rector and preach diligently to the 
pishioners there, and shall have for his paines therein, etc., vt in 
Hurst 106. British Museum, Addit. MSS., 15669, fol. 228b.

(April 18, 1646.) Vpon y c humble peticion of Dorothy, wife 
of Peter Travers, from whom yc rectorys of Halsall and Bury 
in ye county of Lancaster are sequestred. It is ordered that the 
sd Mrs Travers shall have for and towards ye maintenance of her 
and her children y c full cleare tenth part of all the tythes rents 
and pfittes of each of ) e sayd rectoryes (all taxes and charges 
out of ye whole first deducted) wch y c comittee of parliam' for 
yc said county are desired to sett out and apporecon in such 
way and manner as may be with the least greivance puidice 
or disturbance to yc respective ministers that officiate in ye sd 
rectory. British Museum, Addit. MSS., 15670, fol. 65.

(May 28, 1647.) Vpon the humble peticon of Dorothy the 
wife of Mr Travers from whome the rectories of Bury and 
Halsall in the county of Lancaster are sequestred, it is ordered 
that the comittee of Pliam' for the sd countie doe, and they are 
hereby desired to apporcon unto the said Mris Travers the ioth 
pte of the proffitts of the sd sev'all rectories graunted to her 
according to the order of the i8th daie of Aprill, 1646, togeather 
with all arrears thereof due from the sd tyme (all taxes and 
charges first deducted). And in case there shalbe any default 
of payment thereof, the sd comittee are desired to certifie in 
whose default the same is whether of the petr or ministers to 
whome the said rectories are sequestred, to the end that such 
further course may be taken thereupon as to justice shall apper- 
teyne. British Museum, Addit. MSS. 15671, fol. 67.

1654, 23rd August. Whitehall. Know all men, etc., that the 
23rd August, 1654, there was exhibited a presentation of Thomas 
Johnson, Clerk, to the Rectory of Halsall, in the County of 
Lancaster, made to him by Mary Deane, widow of Major- 
General Richard Deane, Esquire, deceased, the patroness 
thereof, together with a testimony . . on perusal . .

Presented I4th August, 1654. Certified by W. Ashhurst, Jer. 
Aspinwall, James Hyat, Charles Herle, Edward Gee, John Angier, 
Robert Ball, and John Harrison.

2 HALSALL. Wee doe present and find that within the Towneshipp 
of Halsall there is an ancient pish Church called Halsall Church,

2 Vol. i, Record Society of Lancashire^ and Cheshire, p. 86.
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and that M r Thomas Johnson is Minister att the said Church 
and is an able Minister, and hath for his Salary a psonage howse 
and glebe lands worth Eight pounds p aiiii the rent of tenants 
wch liould glebe lands Twenty three shillings Tennpenr.e p anil ; 
the Tyth within the said Towneshipp is worth Sixtie pounds 
p ann ; the Tyth of Snape every other year belonging to Halsall 
is worth Twenty fyve pounds p ann; the said M r Johnson 
receiveth more for his Salary, forth of Downeliolland and Lidyate 
[Lydiate] out of the Tyth One hundred pounds, and from 
Thomas Goard of Lydiate for a Cottage and tyth barn yord 
Two shillings and six pence ; And forth of th' affore mencbned 
sumes the said Mr Johnson payes to M rs Traues [Travisj wiffe to 
Peef Traues [Travis] a Delinq', late Rector of Halsall the sume 
of Twenty pounds p ann by an Order of the Comittie of 
piunderd Minis"'5 ; And wee further find that those rented glebe 
lands before mencbned according to the true value, is worth six 
pounds fyve shillings p ann.

MELLING. Wee present that in the Towneshipp of Melling 
within the parish of Halsall There is an Ancient pochial Chappell 
with a ffaire yord well walled out called Melling Chappell and 
also a Mansion howse with glebe lands worth Three pounds 
p ann one other pcell of glebe lands wolh Tenn shillings p ann 
rented att Three shillings ,p ann by John Aspinall. And wee find 
the Tyths of the said Towneshipp of Melling to bee worth 
Threescore pounds p ann ; All wch said Tythes glebe and rent 
of 3s is the Salary of M r John Mullenson present Minister there 
who payes to the said Mrs Traves [Travis] the tenth p1 thereof 
by order of the Comittie of plundred Minintrs and the said 
M r Mullenson supplyes the Cure, being an able godly Minisf 
and came in by Ellection of the Towneshipp. Wee find the said 
Chappell distant from their pish Church of Halsall Seaven myles 
and upward and from any other Church or Chappell a ni)le and 
a halfe, and therefore wee think it fitt to be made a p : sh.

\Vee alsoe present and find within the Towneshipp of Lideatt 
[I.ydiate] the tythes and one small Cottage of two shillings 
sixpence worth ,p ann ff.ty pounds ; and taking into consideration 
the remoatenes of the said Townshipp of Lideat [Lydiate] from 
another Church or Chappell being the nearest pt distant from 
the pish Church Three myles and a place w ch wee conceive 
convenient for a Church to bee built, is full two myles from any 
Church or Chappell; and we conceive Lideat [Lydiate] and p' 
of Uowneholland fitt to bee a pish and annexed to that new 
built Church.

Wee present and find that within the towneshipp of Downe- 
holland the tythes there to be worth ffity pounds p ann being p1 
of the Salary of the said Mr Johnson pr mencbned.
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Wee alsoe present and find that within the Townshipp of 
Maghull there is an anncient Chappell called Male Chappell 
within the pish of Halsall, and about a rood land of ground 
lying about the said Chappell fitt to be enjoyed therewith ; And 
in regard the remotenes of the said Chappell from any other 
Church wee thinke itt fitt to bee made a ,pish. And wee find the 
Cure there to bee supplyed by Mr William Aspinall a painfull 
and godly Minister, who hath for his Salary the Tythes of the 
said Towne of Maghull being worth ffity pounds j? ann out of 
which he paies to the said Mrs. Traues [Travis] a tenth pt of the 
said Tyth according to order of the Comittie of Plundred 
Minis'". We find the distance from Halsall Church ffoure myles 
and a halfe and from Melling one myle and a halfe, And wee doe 
present and ihinke it fitt and requisitt That all and every the 
seSall Churches and Chappells that may bee devyded from one 
to another or made .pishes and are before in these or any of these 
presentments mencbned shalbee pportionablie separated devyded 
and severed by Mates and bounds to distinguish the p'cincts and 
liberties of t)ie said pishes and Chappellries and that such 
Towneshipp and Hamletts as lye betwixt any Two of the said 
Churches and Chappells shallbe Devyded soe as the Inhabitants 
may bee members of them as is nearest, and not necessitated to 
travell further for the benefit! of gods ordinances then is 
requisitt.

Edward Fazakerley (L.S.) 
Samuel Aspineal (L.S.) 
John Bower (L.S.) 
Robert Turner (L.S.)

his x marke.
William Smith (L.S.) 
Richard Blackmore (L.S.) 
Richard Crosse (L.S.) 

(L.S.)James Tyrer
his x marke. 

Edw. Chambers (L.S.) 
Richard Halsall (L.S.) 
William Hunt (L.S.)

his x marke.

Anthony Wetherby 
Henry Aspimvall 

his x marke. 
Thomas Pye 
Will-" Wilson 
John Johnson 
Richard Atherton 
Jo. Atherton 
Tho. Birche 
Tho. Cubham 
Ri. Standishe 
James Asheton

(L.S.) 
(L.S.)

(L.S.) 
(L.S.) 
(L.S.) 
(L.S.) 
(L.S.) 
(L.S.) 
(L.S.) 
(L.S.) 
(L.S.)

1660. MATTHEW SMALLWOOD, clerk, instituted, 2oth February, 
to the living, vacant by the death of Peter Travise, last incumbent, 
at the presentation of Sir Charles Gerard, Bart., of Brandon. 
[In Institution Act he is called Samuel Smallwood, but evidently 
this is an error.]

The following is from the Institution Book (Exchequer), Public 
Record Office: 
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HALSALL RECTORY.   Matthew Smallwood, by Charles Lord 
Gerrard, Baron of Brandon, 20 Feb : 1660.

1683, zgth August. NATHANIEL BKOWNELL, clerk, Master of 
Arts, instituted to the living, vacant by the death of Matthew 
Smallwood, last Rector, at the presentation of the Right Hon. 
Charles, Earl of Macclesfield.

By the Visitation Book for 1686, it appears that Nathaniel 
Brownell was ordained deacon by Henry, Bishop of London, 
23rd April, 1678, and priest by John, Bishop of Chester, 6th 
June, 1680.

Nathaniel Brownell was the son of William Brownell of 
Gawsworth, co. Chester, yeoman, by his wife Helen Dowries, 
who was buried at Gawsworth, i6th December, 1693. He 
matriculated at Christ Church, Oxford, aged 19, i.tih April, 
1671, took his B.A. 1674, and MA. 1677. He married, 281)1 
October, 1685, Eleanor, a daughter of Nicholas Rigbye of 
Harrock, and died 2ist March, 1718, at Haisall, aged 67, having 
had issue by his marriage nine children.

His will is still preserved at Chester, and the following is an 
abstract :  

joth March, 1718, leaves "to my eldest son William my 
guilded cup, pursuant to the will of his grandfather Brownell." 
Mentions messuages and tenements in Gawsworth, and lands in 
Sinderland ; also farm called Baly-ridding ; also lands in Aughton 
called Brook-house, purchased from Madam Francis Scarisbrick. 
Mentions " wife Eleanor Brownell," daughter Mary now wife of 
Abraham Orm, daughter Hannah Scott widow, daughter Eleanor 
Tatlock widow, daughter Elizabeth now wife of Ralph Baldwin, 
nephew Thomas Swanne son of Peter Swanne brother-in-law, 
grandson Jeffrey Scott ; lands in Congleton " which were my 
wife's at her marriage."

Exors : wife Eleanor, nephew Nicholas Rigbye of Harrock, 
gent., and John Moore of Downhalland, tanner.

Proved 91)1 May, 1719. Inventory dated 3ist March, 1719, 
over ;£iooo.

Nathaniel Brownell's father, William Brownell, was grandson 
of the Rev. William Brownell, Rector of Gawsworth, co. Chester, 
who died and was buried at Gawsworth, nth September, 1630. 
[For further particulars of the Brownells, see A Chapter in 
Mediocrity, by W. J. Stavert, M.A., Rector of Burnsall, Yorkshire, 
printed at Skipton, 1896.]

From the Institution Books, Public Record Office.
Halsall Rectory.   Nathaniel Brownell, by Charles, Earl of 

Macclesfield, 26th August, 1683.
1719, April 3rd. ALBERT LE BLANC, M.A., instituted to the 

living, vacant by the death of Nathaniel Brownell, last Rector, at
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the presentation of Peter Walter, of the parish of St. Margaret, 
AVestminster, Esquire.

From the Institution Bocks, Public Record Office. 
Halsall Rectory.  Albert Le Blanc, by Peter Walter, Esquire, 

3rd April, 1719.
1730. DAVID COMARQUE, instituted, at the presentation of 

Peter Walter, Esquire, to the living vacant by the death of Albert 
Le Blanc, late Rector. From Institution Books, Public Record 
Office, date is 28th May, 1730.

1746, loth February. EDWARD PILKINGTON instituted to the 
living vacant by the death of David Comarque, late Rector, at 
the presentation of Charles Mordaunt, Esquire.

1750, 2nd April. The Hon. JOHN STANLEY instituted to the 
living vacant by the death of Edward Pilkington, last Rector, at 
the presentation of Charles Mordaunt, Esquire.

1757, 8th March. HENRY MORDAUNT, Master of Arts, insti 
tuted to the living vacant b'y the free resignation of John Stanley, 
last Rector, at the presentation of Charles Mordaunt, Esquire, of 
Gerrard Street, Soho, co. Middlesex.

1778, 2oth August. GLOVER MOORE, Master of Arts, instituted 
to the living vacant by the death of Henry Mordaunt, at the 
presentation of the Hon. Charles Lewis Mordaunt, Esquire.

1809, 2oth June. THOMAS BLUNDELL, Master of Arts, presented 
to the living by himself as true patron, on the death of Glover 
Moore, M.A., late Rector.

1816, 26th November. RICHARD LOXHAM, B.A., instituted 
to the living vacant by the death of the Rev. Thomas Blundell, 
late Rector, at the presentation of Bridget Blundell and Alice 
Blundell, of Low Hill, near Liverpool.

1843, 6th September. RICHARD LEIGH, M.A., instituted to 
the living vacant by the death of Richard Loxham, late Rector, 
at the presentation of Richard Benson Blundell Hollinshead 
Blundell, Esquire.

1863, nth August. The Rev. THOMAS BLUNDELL HOLLINS- 
HEAD BLUNDELL instituted to the living vacant by the free 
resignation of the Rev. Richard Leigh, last Rector, at the 
presentation of Henry Blundell Hollinshead Blundell, of Deys- 
brook, in West Derby, co. Lancaster, Esquire.


