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NOTES ON THE PARISH AND CHURCH 

OF HALS ALL.

By Henry Taylor and R. D. Railcli/c, If.A ., F.S.A .

Read 26th March, \8<)6. 

INTRODUCTION.

A MONGST the many interesting old churches 
-T~x to be found in the district between the rivers 
Ribhle and Mersey (named in Domesday " Terra 
" inter Ripam et Mersha.ni"),' that at Halsall, 
dedicated to God in honour of Saint Cuthbert, 
although so little known, is one of the finest. Its 
isolation is due in great part to geographical posi 
tion, it having been built, as its Domesday name, 
u Heleshale," indicates, on rising ground near the 
edge of a great bog or moss, which stretches away 
to the coast, a distance of about four and a half 
miles.' The maps of the first quarter of this cen 
tury clearly show the great bog, " Halsall Moss,"

1 Described in the Anglo-Saxon will of \Vulfric, A.n. 1002, as " I.anda 
" betwae Ribbel and Mserse."

- Tliis was Canon Isaac Tnylor's later opinion when he was at Somhport 
in the spring of 1^96. Formerly, in \Vor.s:. and Plitcrs (p. 252), he iiad con 
nected the name with the Celtic lial salt. It is worth noting that brine lias 
been sunk for at liarton in Halsall parish, as Canon Blundell informs us.

O



IQ4 Notes on the Parish and Church at Halsall.

enclosed in which were three lakes, or meres, 
named respectively "the White Otter," "the Black 
"Otter," and " Gettern Mere." The trunks of 
trees from this submerged forest are frequently dug 
up when drains are made. On the 1848 Ordnance 
Map the reclamation of this land and the draining 
of the meres is indicated by the numerous sluices 
which now cover the country. The parish, which 
includes the townships of Downholland, Halsall, 
Lydiate, Maghull, and Melling, comprising an area 
of 16,679 statute acres, extends nine miles from 
north to south, and about four miles from east to 
west, and is entirely agricultural.

Until within the last few years the village could 
only be reached by rough country roads, paved with 
huge cobble stones. Now, within half a mile of 
the village, a railway runs along the eastern side 
of the great bog, from which the ground rises 
gently to the church and tiny village, where the 
sandstone crops up in various places. Thus the 
builders secured a site which could not well be 
inundated, and indeed the elevation is sufficient to 
render the spire a landmark, in clear weather, for 
a considerable distance.

This isolation of the village was perhaps also 
due in part to the fact that civilization followed the 
route of the great Roman road from Warrington 
to Preston, leaving the country to the west of it 
comparatively untouched. But whatever may have 
been the cause, tradition has it that this parish was 
one of the last places in England affected by the 
Reformation. Probably one of the reasons for this 
result may have been the fact that the landowners 
tor miles round have, in the main, always held to 
the old Roman Catholic faith. A curious confir 
mation of this theory is afforded by a study of the 
new 6-inch ordnance survey, on which may be 
counted, within a few miles of Halsall, the remains
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of upwards of twenty roadside, or weeping, crosses, 
at which, until recently, Roman Catholic funerals 
used to stop.

The roads round the church have been diverted 
and cottages pulled down in comparatively recent 
times, so that the little village green is now thrown 
into the rectory park, where, some fifty yards 
north-east of the church, stood the village cross, 
the base of which is probably still /;/ situ.

The old-world character of this corner of Eng 
land and of its inhabitants has been vividly depicted 
in the now celebrated novels of Mrs. Francis Blun- 
dell, In a North Country Village, Frieze and Fustian, 
etc. Long years ago a rhymer quaintly wrote 
of it : 

" When all England is alofte, 
Where so safe as in Christy's Crofte ? 
Where do you think should Christy's Crofte be 
But between Kibble and Mersey ? "

The church is about three and a half miles north 
west from Ormskirk, and five miles as the crow flies 
south-east from Southport, and is prettily situated 
in the midst of the small village. A few hundred 
yards from the building, between the church and 
the new rectory, are portions of an old stone house, 
forming part of the previous rectory, which was 
pulled down about fifty years ago. These remains 
were so embedded in the comparatively modern 
structure that their antiquity has not been noticed. 
The foundations of this older building, which is 
not unlikely to have been the manor house of the 
Halsalls, are shortly to be laid bare, and no doubt 
many interesting facts will then be brought to light; 
but the remains which are now above ground 
indicate the existence of a fine great hall, with 
open-timbered roof, about forty feet long and thirty 
ieet wide, built during the late perpendicular period, 
probably some time in the reign of Henry VII. 

o 2
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THE MANOR.

From a footnote in Raines's Notitia Ccstricnsis 
we learn that Halsall was held at the Norman Sur 
vey by Chetel, a Saxon, whose successor, Paganus 
de Villiers, gave one carucate of land to Vivian 
Gernet in marriage with Emma his daughter, to be 
held by knight's service ; and Alan, son of Simon, 
supposed to be descended from Chetel, held the 
land of Robert de Villiers in the reign of Henry III. 
Simon de Halsall made a grant of lands here in the 
12th Henry III, and in the 4oth of the same reign 
Gilbert de Halsall held the manor of Halsall under 
Sir William le Botiller, lord of \Varrington. The 
Manor continued in the Halsall family until the 
hitter end of the sixteenth century, when it was 
sold, along with the Advowson. by Sir Cuthbert 
Halsall to Sir Gilbert Gerard, of Gerard's Bromley, 
knight, who appears to have devised it to his second 
son, Radcliffe Gerard. Esq., grandfather of Charles 
Gerard, created Baron Gerard of Brandon in the 
year 1645, and Karl of Macclesfield in the year 
1679. His son, the second earl, dying without issue 
in the year 1697, unjustly disinherited his brother, 
and devised the estates to Charles, Lord Mohun, 
who had married his niece, Charlotte, daughter 
of .... Mainwaring, Esq. Lady Mohun 
married in her widowhood Brigadier-General Lewis 
Mordaunt, third son of John, first Viscount Mor- 
daunt, of Avalon, in Somersetshire, and conveyed 
this manor to her husband (who died in 1712-13), 
by whose grandson, Charles Lewis Mordaunt, it 
was sold to Thomas Eccleston Scarisbrick, of 
Scarisbrick, Esq., whilst the valuable advowson 
was sold by the same individual to Jonathan Blun- 
dell, of Liverpool, Esq., in whose descendant, 
Colonel Henry Blundell Hollinshead Blundell. of 
Deysbrook, it is now vested.
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THE HALL.

On an outcrop ot rock, about four hundred 
yards south-west of the church, stands a substantial 
brick building, which, probably about the middle 
of the last century, took the place of the ancient 
manor house of the Halsalls. On one of the leaden 
spout heads are the date 1769, and the crest and 
initials of Charles Lewis Mordaunt, whose coat of 
arms is carved above a doorway leading into the 
courtyard in rear of the building. In the principal 
front, during recent reparations, has been inserted 
a stone, rudely carved in low relief with some of 
the Halsall quarterings, 3 but with some quarters 
left blank. Above the helmet and mantling, in 
gilt letters on a dark red ground, are two pairs of 
initials, C.H. D.H., probably standing for Cuthbert 
Halsall, Knight, 1613, and Dorothy (born Stanley) 
his wife. This stone was found in one of the 
cellars, of which it helped to form the ceiling, and 
was placed in its present position by order of the 
Marquess Casteja, of Scarisbrick Hall.

DATES OF ARCHITECTURAL PERIODS.

The subject of the dates of the various parts of 
ancient buildings is often puzzling to the historical 
student, and with the view of lessening his diffi 
culties, a delightfully simple system of chronology 
is to be found in most of the glossaries of archi 
tecture, in which, when the king happens to be 
deposed, to die, or to be killed, the style of archi 
tecture which prevailed during his reign likewise

3 1'ussibly Harringtoii, Geraru or Neville, ami Lawrence. Flower 
(I'isilaliitit, 1567) says the family wa.-, entiiled tu quarter Ilalsall, 1'arr, Bold, 
Stanley, Ihuring'on, Gevard or Neville, Clifton, and Lawrence. The follow 
ing appears in Bland's Annals of Southfon, page 7 : " Temp. Henry IV, 
" Robert Parre granted the manors of Halsall, Downhollami, Argarmeles 
" and Birkcale to Gilbert Halsall for life, with remainder to his sons and their 
" heirs male in succession.'' A correct pedigree of the Ilalsall family is 
ueecled : a want we hope Mr. J. Paul Kylands, F.S.A., will presently supply.
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summarily ends. This plan has, however, the dis 
advantage of being somewhat inaccurate. Possibly 
the subjoined table may be found to be rather less
misleading: 
A.D.
7200

1250

HENRY II. 1154

J rt

1400

1450

7500

1550 °

w> .................................... RICHARD I.
r W <u .-, bo .................................... JOHN 1199

^ P
£5 j .d .................................... HENRY III. 1216

W L U
  "3 .................................... EDWARD I. 1273

/JOO T> kg
3 J S .................................... EDWARD II. 1307
^ f 1^
o " .................................... EDWARD III. 1327

J35° Q 1 n 1 .................................... RICHARD II. 1377

',_ o .................................... HENRY IV. 1399

j S .................................... HENRY V. 1413
u I -a
32 .................................... HENRY VI. 1422
o O 
^ .................................... EDWARD IV. 1461
c
g, .................................... EDWARD V. 1483

a. . .................................... RICHARD III. 1483
CJ 
M
c .................................... HENRY VII. 1485
rt
O .................................... HENRY VIII. 1509

j3 | % .................................... EDWARD VI. 1547

2 .................................... MARY 1553
O 

  .................................... ELIZABETH 1558
7600 W

.................................... JAMES I. 1603

g .................................... CHARLES I. 1625

5° [~ o .................................... COMMONWEALTH 1649

J ^> .................................... CHARLES II. 1660
7700

WHEN HALSALL CHURCH WAS BUILT.

There is no distinct evidence of any part ot 
Halsall Church now standing, except the font, 
being much earlier than the Decorated Period, 
which prevailed from about 1260 to 1380; prior
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to that time there had been gradual changes 
from the Early English into the Decorated, and 
subsequently to that time from the Decorated into 
the Perpendicular.

In trying to arrive at a definite conclusion as to 
the dates of the various portions of the structure, 
we naturally turn to some of the more ornamental 
features ; for instance, the crocketted staircase and 
bell-turrets at the east end of the nave, as external 
features, and the sepulchral recess in the north 
wall of the chancel, together with the elaborately 
ornate door in the same wall, the canopied niche 
in the east wall of the chancel and the piscina, as 
internal features : these are all clearly of the Deco 
rated Period, and closely resemble work at Selby 
and Howden Abbeys, which are known to have been 
built about the year 1350. The south and east 
walls of the chancel may possibly have been rebuilt 
at a later period, but more probably the three large 
windows in the former of these walls were inserted 
between 1400 and 1450, that is, during the first 
half of the Perpendicular Period.

The tracery and mullions of these three windows 
of the chancel, which are thin and poor, were copied 
and renewed about the year 1850. The east win 
dow tracery is old, but the mullions were renewed 
in 1873, in Scarisbrick stone, which is very hard, 
but has not the same rich colour as that which is 
so noticeable in the older part of the church. In 
1886 an attempt was made to find the quarry 
which supplied, the stone for the internal face work 
in the nave, as the colour is so strikingly beautiful; 
but no stone of the kind could be discovered. The 
columns and arches of the nave arcade were built 
during the end of the Decorated Period, or the 
beginning of the Perpendicular, and the lower 
portion of the tower is, no doubt, of this date 
also.
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THE CHURCH.

The church, after the alterations and rebuildings 
of centuries, now consists of a nave, sixty feet long 
by twenty feet wide, and a stately chancel of similar 
width and forty-six feet in length, enriched by beau 
tiful tombs. The nave has north and south aisles, 
each eleven feet wide ; and there is a tower at the 
west end of the nave, measuring inside twelve feet 
square, with walls five feet thick. The tower is 
surmounted by a well-proportioned spire.

The church is entered by an ample south porch, 
which was nearly all rebuilt in 1886. The stones 
n the outer archway, and also in the doorway, are 

partly old, parti}' new. The corbels at the termi 
nation of the hood mould are new. They represent 
a king crowned and wearing a hood of chain mail, 
and a bishop in a mitre. Over the outer archway 
is a figure of St. Cuthbert, with the head of St. 
Oswald in his hand, as he is sometimes represented.

As is usual with most old structures, there have 
been incessant alterations, rebuildings, and enlarge 
ments during the man}' hundred years that a church 
has existed on this site. The most recent altera 
tions took place in the year 1886, when the church 
was ably restored by Messrs. Paley and Austin, the 
eminent church architects of Lancaster, who had 
previously restored the chancel in 1873. The work 
at this time comprised the opening out of the tower 
into the church ; the rebuilding of the north aisle, 
organ chamber, and vestry, which had been badly 
rebuilt in 1824 ; the rebuilding of the south aisle, 
and portions of the south porch ; reseating the 
nave and aisles with solid oak benches ; the lower 
ing of these floor levels with a slope down to the 
east, for which there are numerous interesting 
ancient precedents in various parts of England and 
Wales. The nave and aisle floors were lowered
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two feet in 1886. and that of the chancel one foot 
six inches in 1873. There is now one step at the 
chancel gates, one at the altar rails, and two at 
the footpace to the altar.

During the 1886 alterations, various broken 
sepulchral slabs, with floriated crosses, were tound, 
not in their original positions, in the floor of the 
nave when it was taken up, but they were too much 
broken to be relaid.

The general appearance of the south elevation of 
the structure is thoroughly picturesque. There is 
a long and low and substantial look about it, and 
much variety of outline and detail.

The parapet to the nave gutters is a deep one, 
and the chancel parapet is richly and fully moulded. 
There are no clerestory windows except the one 
lighting the chancel arch, mentioned below.

Both the aisle and chancel walls have double 
bases, the former being chamfered and the latter 
moulded. They are skilfully made to range with 
one another, the chancel base being carried round 
the east wall of the south aisle, and the junction 
made at the western side of the easternmost but 
tress of the aisle.

The south aisle had been previously rebuilt in 
1751. on ancient foundations, which are still visible 
two or three feet above the ground. A stone, 
recording this fact, bearing the names of the rector 
(John Stanley) and wardens, and the date, built 
into the south wall of the aisle, was lost during 
the 1886 restoration. In 1873 the chancel was 
carefully restored, and a loftily - placed south 
clerestorial window of the nave opened out. This 
window adjoins the chancel arch, and was, we 
may assume, introduced to throw a flood of light 
on the mystery plays performed on the platform 
of the Rood screen, and on the fresco painting of 
the " Doom " on the wall over the chancel arch.
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Modern church architects might well learn a 
lesson in artistic effect in the placing of windows 
from this instance : not merely because the high 
light is so much pleasanter to the eyes, but because 
mediaeval architects designed the mouldings of the 
arches and capitals of the columns so as to look 
their best when the light comes from above, rather 
than from below. Every fillet and curve, indeed, 
is carefully designed with this object ; and it is as 
absurd to light a church by low aisle windows only 
as it is to put players on the stage with the neces 
sary footlights without painting portions of their 
faces. I\Ian\ other minor alterations and improve 
ments were also made in 1886.

TOWER AND SPIRE.

The tower itself, to the top of the parapet, is 
about sixty-three feet high, and the spire as much 
again, making a total of one hundred and twenty- 
six feet. The spire is octagonal, as is the belfry 
stage of the tower, the lower part of which is 
strengthened by well-proportioned buttresses. In 
the cusped gable of one of these buttresses, facing 
the sea, a niche has been cut, and a table mould 
inserted, possibly for a statue of St. Nicholas, the 
patron saint of sailors, to whom a chantry in the 
church is dedicated. Below the niche are gurgoyles: 
to the north, an owl with ears and open mouth ; to 
the south, a winged creature with bird's beak and 
human head. Surmounting the tower is a plain 
parapet, with a gutter behind it, the water from 
which is discharged through the mouths of four 
gurgoyles. facing the four cardinal points of the 
compass. On the south is the winged bull, or ox; 
on the east an eagle, whose beak is not very sharp 
or hooked ; on the west a fierce-looking and well- 
carved lion ; and on the north is a somewhat ugly
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angel holding a scroll. Above the lion is a stone 
inscribed : 

THIS SPIRE REIUTLT

THE REV. KICHAKD LEIGH, RECTOR. 

JOHN PARK,! 

JAMES I'VE, )

The following inscription is cut on stones in the 
south side of the tower, below the belfry stage : 

TUT; KEY" 
HEN: MOKDAUNT

RECTOR 1762

JOHN WHITEHEAD

THOMAS BLUNDELL

CHURCH WARDENS

1762.

In the lower portion of the tower is a two-light 
western window ; and the arch between the tower 
and the nave, about twenty-seven feet high, is of 
dignified proportions.

In the rebuilding of the spire, which somewhat 
resembled a pear in shape, says Canon Blundell, 
the old design was not very strictly followed. The 
original structure is said to have been much like- 
that of the neighbouring church of Aughton.

GURGOYLES AND LABEL TERMINATIONS.

The gurgoyles and hood-mould terminations to 
the parapets, windows and turrets of the chancel 
are numerous, and of a varied and spirited cha 
racter. On the north side they are as follows : 

Turret staircase : Winged bull and winged angel.
Three pinnacled buttresses (beginning from the 

west): Coupled figures with heads close together, 
that to the west clad in long habit and hood, as 
if a monk ; that to the east a fiend with huge 
head, partly broken away, bat's ears and cloven 
loot, embracing the monk. Single figure, strad 
dling, in a long habit, with head turned to north 
east, fingers in corners of mouth, opening it
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wide, as children do when " making a mouth." 
Single figure, in straddling position, vomiting, 
hands on knees. It has been suggested that these 
figures are intended to represent Sloth, Gluttony, 
and Intemperance.

On the east chancel wall : North-east buttress : 
Figure with bat's head and ears, wide-open 
mouth, long wings, feathered body, bird's claws, 
human arms and hands, embracing a figure much 
smaller than itself. South-east buttress : A 
boat, symbolising the Church, in the middle of 
it a man is seated. At bottom terminations 
of main gable : On north side, a man's head 
in a hood ; on south side a woman's head with 
flowing hair. High up in gable, over east win 
dow, lighting roof above framed spars, is a 
small cusped window of one light ; the label 
termination of this on the north is a small figure 
holding to his face what looks like a fiddle ; his 
head is turned towards the north ; that on the 
other side is a similar figure facing south. The 
label terminations of the east window are : on the 
north side, head of a man ; on the south, that of 
a woman ; the man wears a hood, the point of 
which is twisted over on to his left temple.

On the south side of the chancel. Three pinnacled 
buttresses (beginning from the east) : Robed 
figure, straddling, head twisted to west, open 
mouth. A frog squatting, head broken off. A 
single figure, with owl's head, open beak and 
eyes, and great wings.

Turret staircase : Figure " making a mouth," and a 
bat's head, both twisted to east.

Three south chancel windows (label terminations 
beginning from the west) : Crowned head, curl 
ing hair, moustache and short beard ; head of a 
queen ; man's head, face close shaven, long hair;
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woman with hands on her hips ; man's head, 
square heard, hair curling up at ends ; man's 
head in hood, the point of which is twisted over 
on to his right temple.

INTERIOR or TIIF. CHURCH.

The roofs of the nave and chancel consist of 
framed spars, waggon-shaped, and massive in ap 
pearance. Their somewhat steep pitch is an attrac 
tive feature. The chancel roof is of ancient date. 
The nave timbers were found to be rotten and had 
to be replaced by others in i<S8G. The roofs of the 
nave and aisles are covered with stone slabs, or 
slates, which are now of a varied and beautiful 
colour. The chancel roof is covered with lead.

The remains of a black-letter inscription, which 
appears to be a text from the Bible, is just visible 
on the south nave wall, at the eastern end ; others 
were at one time visible in similar positions on this 
wall. In some cases an inscription in black had 
been painted over some earlier red lettering.

Amongst the internal objects of interest are the 
carved head of a man, with heard and moustache 
and curling hair, at the apex of the chancel arch 
on the east side, and the heads which terminate 
the hood mould of the same arch on the same side. 
They are of a woman, with refined face and flowing 
hair, and of a man, with hair cut short over fore 
head and curled in a formal manner, moustache 
and square-cut beard, and round-topped morion or 
scull cap.

There were at one time no less than four altars 
in this church, as testified by the piscinas which 
still exist, in the south wall of the chancel, at the 
east end of the north and south nave aisles (both 
in the south walls), and the fourth in the chapel to 
the north of the chancel, now used as a clergy 
vestry.
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The junction between the Decorated chancel and 
the Perpendicular nave is clearly indicated by the 
character of the masonry on the west side of the 
chancel arch, for here the toothing is clearly to be 
traced on each side of the nave, about two feet six 
inches from its eastern wall. We notice at once 
that the later walling is of a less finished character 
than the earlier, being rougher and not so accu 
rately bedded. An examination of the eastern 
ends of the nave leads to the almost irresistible 
conclusion that a Decorated nave was projected 
and commenced at the same time as the Decorated 
chancel. Not merely is this conclusion supported 
by an examination of the doors and windows 
in the south turret .staircase, but by the stone 
corbelling to carry the wall plate, which is to 
be seen at the top of the north nave wall, and 
which extends to about three feet westwards. It is 
about two feet higher than the present wooden 
wall plate.

One of the small problems which has been the 
subject of discussion is the difference in height of 
the base mouldings of the responds, at the eastern 
ends of the nave arcades ; those on the north side 
being about a foot lower than those on the south, 
which would probably arise from the north aisle 
having been built before that on the south.

The nave is separated from the aisles by arcades 
of four bays. The arches are of fairly steep pitch 
and well moulded. The columns are octagonal on 
plan, and, as is customary with work of this period, 
there is little or no variety in the character of the 
mouldings, and the effect is therefore monotonous 
and uninteresting.

The nave arcade measures twenty-seven feet 
from the floor to the top of the wall plate ; and the 
ridge of the nave roof is forty-seven feet from the 
floor line. The chancel is the same height within 
a few inches as the nave.
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A noticeable feature of the chancel which has 
been the subject of much comment is the hand 
held up in benediction, forming the apex of the 
great east window hood mould. It is carved in 
somewhat flat relief on the face of a large block of 
stone, and towards one end of it. This stone has 
apparently been inserted, and it has been suggested 
that it encloses relics.

THF. ROOD LOFT AND ITS APPROACHES.

The access to the Rood loft was from the turret 
staircase at the east end of the south aisle. On 
entering this staircase we notice a small shaft with 
a delicately-moulded capital supporting the newel 
post a pretty and unusual feature. At a height 
of about ten feet there are three narrow windows 
grouped together symmetrically. The central light 
looks directly on to a sepulchral recess in the 
north wall of the chancel, and is so arranged that 
you can see nothing else through it. For what 
reason was it so placed ? l

The right-hand slit looks into the church yard ; 
the other into the nave. Holes in the wall are pro 
vided for a bar, so that the door at the foot of the 
stairs could be effectually closed. A suggestion 
has been made that the lower part of this stair 
case, like the one at Tarvin Church, was planned 
as a confessional. The enrichment of it, as above 
described, rather supports this theory. If this was 
so, however, the priest must have sat or stood

4 In pi c-Kefoimation times ii was customary t"> remove the consecrated 
Host from the hi^li altar on Maundy Thursday to a:i K.tsler sepulchre, 
where it was kept until matins on Easier Day. This sepulchre was often a 
recess in the ni.rth wall of the chancel, or a tomb, under which a founder by 
special privilege was buried. Lights were kept burning before the Host, ami 
provision was made for watching the sepulcnre, and sometimes of such a 
nature that the watcher need not enter the choir, as may possibly have been 
the case at Ilalsall, if the slit alluded to in the text was for this purpose.
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on a little platform no less than eleven feet above 
the chancel floor. 3

Ascending to the top of the staircase, a door to 
the east leads to the south chancel gutter, and one 
to the north to the Rood loft. Why the latter 
door was placed so many feet higher than is 
customary is a problem. Possibly it was on 
account of the height of the steps in the turret 
suiting that position. This doorway was opened 
out during the 1886 restoration. Amongst the 
stones which blocked it was a small altar slab, about 
two feet long, which was unfortunately destroyed 
by the workmen. The floor of the Rood loft being 
at a lower level than the door, there must have 
been a few steps down, to it.

From the top of the staircase a passage turns 
to the north, and leads by a long slope right over 
the chancel arch, and down to the northern gutters. 
The apex of this alley gives access to the Sanctus 
bell turret. There are five narrow apertures in the 
walls of the passage, two looking into the chancel 
and three into the nave ; and a door, high up in 
its east wall, leading to what may have been a 
chapel or a priest's hiding-place in the roof. This 
upper portion of the chancel roof is lit by a 
single-light window in the east chancel wall.

The turret on the north side of the chancel arch 
is apparently of solid masonry, and does not 
appear at any time to have contained a staircase.

There are many indications that a wide Rood loft 
at one time existed. The long responds at the

5 The enrichment of the newel post of a staircase which gave access to 
the Rood loft, where Mass was sometimes said, was natural enough. 
Whatever may have been the purpose of this staircase other than the 
ordinary one, I think we must dismiss the idea that it ever served for a con 
fessional. In Kngland, the usual plnce for a pries! to sit when hearing 
confessions wa< in one of the stalls on the north side of the chancel, and the 
penitent knelt there l.efoie him in the face of ilny. Closed confessional 
boxes are of comparatively recent origin. EDITOR.
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eastern end of the nave arcade, which measure 
ten feet, clearly provided for it; and in both of 
them we see evidences of the holes into which the 
ends of the beam carrying the loft were inserted. 
Moreover, the right cheek of the doorway leading 
down to the Rood loft from the south turret stair 
case is worn smooth by the friction of the shoul 
ders of persons passing through it.

The floor of the loft was no doubt supported 
equally by the cornice of the screen and by a 
girder at some distance to the west of it, the latter 
bearer having, probably, carved and spandreled 
braces at the ends.

This platform would afford ample space for the 
celebration of Mass at a small altar erected there ; 
and it is very likely that the altar stone discovered 
built up into the doorway leading clown to the loft 
was that once embedded in this very altar, and the 
provision for closing the door at the east end of the 
south aisle, leading to the door before mentioned, 
was no doubt taken in order to prevent all possi 
bility of the priest being interrupted celebrating the 
Holy Mysteries.

In the low chancel wall, between the piers of the 
chancel arch, were stones with gudgeons (or traces 
of them) for gates. Just below this wall was found, 
in 1886, a much-decayed black oak beam buried in 
the soil.

Many years ago, in the good old churchwarden 
period, the top of the Sanctus bell turret was taken 
off, and the smoke from the heating apparatus 
turned into the passage over the chancel arch, the 
walls of which are consequently somewhat sooty.

Immediately over the apex of the chancel arch, 
projecting into the nave, is a short iron bar, from 
which it is supposed the Rood was hung by 
chains.
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CHANCEL.

On the north side of the altar, in the east chancel 
wall, is an elaborately ornamented niche for the 
figure of a saint. A moulded string-course, running 
round the chancel at a height of seven feet from 
the floor, forms a portion of the base of the niche. 
The canopy is of elaborate design, richly arcaded 
and buttressed, with vaulting and a central boss 
over the niche. The corbel which has supported 
the figure is richly carved with oak leaves and 
acorns in high relief; but the stone being soft, 
much of this has been broken away. A single 
niche is not very usual in this position.

The architectural .ornamentation of the niche 
coincides in date with that of the arch over the 
sepulchral recess on the north side of the chancel, 
and with that of the bowl of the piscina. The 
total height of this beautiful architectural feature 
is fifteen feet.

In the south chancel wall is a quadruple arcade, 
with richly moulded and cuspecl arches. Within 
its easternmost bay is a piscina, of which the plan 
of the bowl is remarkable, the front being cuspecl 
internally on plan. Externally it is carved with a 
mitred head, possibly that of Saint Cuthbert, 
flanked by bold floriated carvings. This bowl 
appears to be of different stone from the sedilia, 
and of an earlier, possibly Decorated, period. 
Being without a drain, it is probably the holy water 
stoup from the porch. The carving is coarse and 
much worn.

The three western arches of this quadruple 
arcade form the sedilia. At the termination of the 
label moulds are men's heads, two bearded, one a 
bishop, one with long hair, cut straight over the 
forehead, and one with cropped hair, and a conical 
cap with a curious knob at the top.
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The Organ, placed in the westerly portion of the 
north chapel, was built by Rushworth, of Liverpool, 
and put into the Church in 1873, being the gift of 
relatives of the late Richard Benson Blundell 
Hollinshead Blundell, Esq.

Over the Altar is a beautifully-painted Triptych, 
designed by C. Jeffreys, and executed by Messrs. 
Shrigley and Hunt, of Lancaster, in 1886.

The centre represents the Vision of St. John in 
the Apocalypse, while on the wings are figures of 
St. John the Evangelist with an eagle, and St. 
Cuthbert with a wild goose, one of his emblems.

NORTH CHAPEL.

The chapel on the north side of the chancel 
bears indications of having been added as an 
afterthought, either while the chancel was being 
built or just after its completion. Thus the deep 
buttress which protrudes into it, and which is 
designed and carried out as an external feature, 
would have been finished probably before the build 
ing of the chapel was decided on. Otherwise the 
ornamental carved work of seated figures playing 
upon small harps, which now show just beneath 
the roof, would not have been executed. Some 
scribbler of the seventeenth century has amused 
himself by carving "G.S. 1682" on the face of this 
buttress in lettering of that time. The date 1680 
also appears. We thus see that that habit was not 
confined to the present day.

The aumbrey, a bracket for a figure, partly cut 
away, and the piscina, except the projecting part of 
the bowl, renewed in 1873, are old work.

The chapel has had roofs at two different levels, 
as indicated by two sets of corbels, one over the 
other, still projecting from the north wall of the 
chancel. The east wall of the chapel has been 
much repaired. There are no signs of an altar. 
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The base course on the north wall of the chancel 
and in the south wall of the chapel has been pared 
down.

A beautiful sepulchral slab, three feet long, 
stands in the chapel, probably brought in for 
preservation from the churchyard. If modern 
sculptors would study such old work and reproduce 
its spirit it would be well. In the leaves springing 
from the lower part of the stem of the cross there 
is studied varietv. All four are different, both in 
the manner in which they are attached to the stem 
and the way they shoot up. They all show life and 
spirit; and, springing out at different heights, do 
not look as if carved by machinery. The slab has 
probably covered the body of a child.

The chapel is entered from the chancel by a door of 
much beauty. (Plate XX.) The upper portion of the 
wood-work is covered with reticulated tracery, the 
effect being rich in the extreme. Very few similar 
instances exist in England." The depth of the 
stone moulding of the archway is also remarkable 
for such a small door. The lock is of massive 
character, and the key nearly a foot long.

THE FONT.

Researches among the diocesan archives at 
Lichfield may possibly reveal the date of the 
foundation of the first church at Halsall. Mean 
while, an examination of the font proves that a 
church existed here so far back as early in the 
reign of Henry III, for the pillar supporting the 
bowl, which, with the lowest portion of the bowl 
itself, is the only part remaining of the original 
work, clearly belongs to the Early English period. 
On plan it consists of twelve engaged columns, 
divided by fillets, which expand and die out grace 
fully to a point both on the base stone and on 
the bottom of the bowl. The bowl, which is of

6 There is one at Yanwath Hall, just south of Pennth;
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Decorated character, is modern, except as above 
mentioned. The font was removed out of the 
tower to its present position, at the foot of the 
most westerly pillar of the south arcade of the 
nave, in 1886.

STAINED GLASS.

Unfortunately, hardly any of the ancient glass 
remains. The richly coloured fragments that have 
survived have been gathered together and placed in 
the west window of the north and the east window 
of the south aisle. In the former there are portions 
of a vine-leaf border, together with several quarries, 
probably Jacobean, having the initials I.S. linked 
in a knot of graceful design. In the latter is one 
of the royal golden lions of England, and in the 
head of the window two censing angels, probably 
in their original position.

Below the two most easterly windows in the south 
aisle were the two oak pews belonging to the owner 
of Lydiate Hall, which were removed and used up 
in panelling the vestry, &c., in 1886, except one 
piece carved with helmet and mantling, the Ireland 
crest, a dove with the olive branch, and the coat of 
arms, gules, six fleur-de-lis, three, two, and one, 
over the initials and date E.I. 1627. This piece, 
sole record within the church of a family whose 
place of worship and burial it was for several 
centuries, still finds an appropriate resting-place 
against the east wall of the south aisle.

CHOIR STALLS.

The choir stalls are well worthy of notice. As 
now arranged they consist of stalls and subsellae. 
The stalls on both sides of the chancel are planned 
much as in a cathedral, but without canopies 
or high backs. They are six in number on either 
side. On the south the work is all of ancient date, 
but on the north, one stall only is old. The work
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is remarkably massive, and the carving rich and 
deeply cut. The subjects of the Miserere carvings 
on the south side are, from east to west:  

(1) Two naked men wrestling, each apparently 
encouraged by a monk. The supporters are 
conventional flowers, delicately carved.

(2) An angel, winged and feathered, holding a key 
in either hand, and wearing a cap, in front of 
which is a plain cross. The supporters are 
dragons.

(3) Head of a venerable bearded man. The sup 
porters are conventional roses.

(4) An eagle in the act of flight. The supporters 
are small eagles. .

(5) Fox and goose. Supporters: conventional Tudor 
roses, boldly carved.

(6) An angel, winged and robed, holding a book, 
and wearing a cap with a plain cross in front. 
Supporters: Tudor roses.

The only remaining ancient Miserere on the 
north side represents two dragons fighting.

The divisions between the stalls are massive in 
character and well moulded. They are further 
ornamented with carvings of angels, some of them 
bearing shields. The desks in front of the boys' 
seats contain some fine ancient carving; the ends, 
four inches thick, are richly panelled and carved. 
The finial of the western stall-end on the south 
side is the eagle and child (the Derby crest) ; that 
on the north is a lion.

These Misereres were carved before the publica 
tion of the Mortcc Encomium, in which Erasmus so 
vigorously lashed the monks for their worldliness, 
sensuality and folly. The English are proverbially 
a sport-loving nation, and no Englishman, however 
unsportsmanlike, could seriously object to the wrest 
ling match represented in one of these carvings;
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but nowadays we should hardly expect our parish 
clergy to act as backers in such a contest.

To the west of the " Founder's Tomb " is a low 
buttress or weathering, five feet long and three feet 
high, for which there is no apparent use.

TOMBS IN THE CHANCEL.

A beautiful feature of the church is the so-called 
" Founder's Tomb" in the north wall of the chancel, 
which is clearly a part of the original structure. 
It consists of an arched and cusped recess, six feet 
three inches wide. The arch is surmounted by a 
crocketted gable, and flanked by delicately carved 
pinnacles. The total height is .seventeen feet. 
Within the recess is a tomb or sarcophagus to hold 
a human body.

Under the canopy, on an altar tomb, is the effigy 
of an ecclesiastic, in alabaster. ( Plate XX VI.) His 
head rests upon a cushion, once supported by angels, 
of which only traces now remain. At his feet, which 
are not shown, is a dog. His hair is long and 
straight, and he is tonsured. He is habited in a long, 
lull surplice, and over it a fur almuce, or amess, with 
two long pendants, of stole-like form, reaching 
nearly to his knees, and short tails all round the 
tippet. No stole is visible, this, apparently, being 
seldom found in conjunction with the almuce. 7

7 Tiie Alunice, or Amess, was originally a hood of fur (usually grey), 
worn by ecclesiastics as a protection against cold in church. Later, a 
cape and pendants, such as we have at Halsall, were added to the hood. 
Late examples of Ihis garment are to lie seen on the brass of James 
Courthope, 1557, in Oxford Cathedral, where the amess is full, the surplice 
long, ami the head tonsured ; at Sawley Church, Derbyshire, on the alabaster 
figure of John Booth, Prebendary of Yoik, who died in 1496; and over his 
vestments, on the effigy of Bishop Purseglove, who died in 1579.

This Almuce, or Amess, should be carefully distinguished from the Amice, 
which is the first of the sacerdotal garments to be put on when a priest 
is being vested for the Mass, being a fine piece of linen, of an oblong- 
square form, which was formerly worn on the head, until the priest 
arrived before the altar, when it was thrown back upon the shoulders. 
Embroidered or apparelled amices were generally used in the English Church, 
previous to the reign of Edward VI. "The apparels were sewed on to the
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The figure has been more or or less cut and 
shortened at the head and feet, thus showing that 
it was either not originally intended for this position, 
or that, in carving it, there had been some mistake 
in measurements. The recess is six feet three inches 
wide ; the priest's figure must have been at least 
six feet six inches before it was shortened. The 
alabaster figure was probably quarried at Chella- 
ston, in Derbyshire, and wrought at Nottingham, 
where during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, 
there was quite a school of monumental carving.

The identity of the ecclesiastic whose figure now 
occupies the " Founder's Tomb " is satisfactorily 
established by documentary evidence; for in Lanca 
shire and Cheshire Wills (diet. Soc. Series, li, 35) 
we find that the Reverend Richard Halsall, rector 
of Halsall, third son of Sir Henry Halsall, of 
Halsall, knight, by Margaret, natural daughter of 
James Stanley, archdeacon of Chester, brother to 
the first Earl of Derby, by his Will, which was 
proved I4th October, 1563, directed his body to be 
" buryed in the chancell of the p'iche churche of 
" Halsall afore sayd in the towmbe made in the 
" wall uppon the north syde of the same churche." 
He was rector of Halsall from 1513 to 1563, saw 
many changes in ritual and doctrine, and, like the 
Vicar of Bray, presumably conformed to them all.

At the east end of the choir stalls, against the 
south chancel wall, is another altar tomb, of which 
the base is about six feet long, and the height 
two feet six inches. It is ornamented with shields 
carved within quatrefoils. The work is somewhat 
coarse and rough, and clearly of later date than 
either of the effigies which it supports. It is very

amices, which were fastened round the neck, funning the collar so frequently 
seen on (he figures of ecclesiastics. See Pugin's Glossary of Ecclesiastical 
Costume, 1'ianche's Cyciopadia of Costume, llaines's Monumental Brasses, 
Cox's Churches of Derbyshire.



H. S. OF L. AND 0.. VOL. XLVIII. PLATE XXIV.

HALSALL CHURCH.

ALTAR TOMB OF KNIGHT AND LADY.



Notes on the Parish and Church of Halsall. 217

similar to that of tombs in Sefton Church support 
ing slabs much older than themselves.

Prior to the 1873 alterations, this tomb stood 
six feet more to the east ; but the blocking-up of 
the priest's door in this wall (a comparatively 
modern insertion) 8 made the removal of the monu 
ment from too close proximity to the sedilia to its 
present position possible.

The recumbent figures of alabaster upon the 
tomb are those of a knight and a lady. That of 
the knight is bareheaded, with long hair, parted 
in the middle, and clean-shaven face. His hauberk 
of mail shows above and below the plate armour. 
Over the latter he wears an emblazoned short 
tabard covering the upper arm and open at the 
sides, displaying the arms of Halsall, Parr, and 
Bold.9 Below it appears a short skirt of faces," to 
which are strapped the tuiles. 11 The arrangement 
of straps and buckles is clearly shown where the 
tabard is cut away at the hips.

The arms are encased in plate ; the coutes (elbow- 
pieces) are plain and massive. The gauntlets, with 
unarticulated fingers, have peaked cuffs of plate. 12 
On the legs are chaussons, greaves, and genouiUeres 
(knee-pieces) of plate. Looked at from the side, 
the knee-pieces resemble a trefoil-headed spear. 
The feet are encased in sollerets of plate, the toes

8 The plinth has been cut through to admit it. The cill of the door is on 
,a level with the churchyard, and over a foot higher than the chancel floor.

9 Planche snys (Encyclotiedia of Costume, pp. 498, 499) that the military 
".tabard, or surcoat, was not worn before the accession of Henry VI (1422) 
nor after that of Henry VII (1485).

: :° Tapes, or tassels, were horizontal steel bends or hoops, forming a skirt 
to the breastplate, first seen in the reign of Henry V. In the reign of Henry 
VI they were reduced to three or four in number, and the miles were 
attached to them by straps and buckles. Planche. In the Halsall tffigy there 
are lour of these bands.

f . 11 Tuiles were steel plates to protect the thighs, appended by straps and 
'buckles to the lowest of the faces. They are first seen very small in Englafid 
'in the early part of Henry VI's reign. Planche. . ,»' 

« Planche (p. 201) gives an example similar to ours, dated 1525. . ; ,'
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of which seem to have been pointed ; but they have 
been broken off. The spurs have long shanks and 
rowels with indented edges, fixed on by straps. 
The feet rest against a couchant lion regardant, the 
head upon tasseled pillows. The sword-blade is 
straight, the hilt having a cross-piece bending 
slightly towards the blade. The pommel is round 
and quite plain. 13 The blade, of which only the 
upper part in its scabbard remains, has been sup 
ported on the tomb by blocks in the form of vine 
leaves, one being broken away and one left. On 
the skirt of steel plates are traces of the sockets 
needed to secure the knightly belt of metal in 
position on the hips. Until recently some slight 
vestiges of gilding and' colour could be traced on 
the upper portion of the figure. There are many 
points of similarity between this effigy and that 
of John de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk, who died in 
1491   e.g., the mode of wearing the hair, the 
equipment of chain and plate armour, and the 
shape of both knee and elbow-pieces. See Sto- 
thard's Monumental Effigies.

By the side of the man in armour is the effigy of 
a lady, the grace and beauty of whose dress at once 
attract attention. The figure is of alabaster, a 
good deal darker than that of the knight on the 
same tomb. Her face, hands, and toes have been 
broken off. Her head rests on a pillow.

She wears a kirtle with a girdle, the sideless 
surcoat, 14 and a mantel with its fermails (brooches) 
and cordon. The latter is looped in a very peculiar 
manner. Her upstanding collar, two inches deep, 
with five pendant jewels, is richly wrought, and

J 3 Planche (Plate xviii. in Encyclopedia) dates a similar sword " reign of 
"Henry VII."

*4 This sideless garment appears to have kept in especial favour with ladies 
for a very long period. We find it on effigies before 1350 and after 1500. 
There is an early example in Westminster Abbey, that of Blanche de la Tour, 
1340, alluded to in the text; and a late one, Lady Daubeny, 1509.
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well shown in Mr. Cox's accurate and beautiful 
drawing. The girdle is ornamented with studs, in 
the shape of roses and quatrefoils, and terminates 
in a small ball. The sleeves are tight to the wrists, 
and the hands are in the attitude of prayer.

The face having been broken away and the head 
covering a good deal damaged, it is not easy to 
make out what the latter has been. There are 
certainly traces of a hood and veil remaining, and 
by carefully comparing Mr. Cox's drawing with 
many of the plates in Stothard's Monumental 
Effigies, especially with that of a lady of the Nevill 
family in Brancepeth Church, Durham, and that of 
Elizabeth, wife of John de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk, 
and sister of Edward IV, we may almost certainly 
conclude that the head-dress of the lady at Halsall 
was some mitigated form of that known as the 
" steeple-head" ; something, indeed, between that 
and the pedimental coiffure.

The costume of our effigy is almost identical 
with that on the effigy in Westminster Abbey of 
Blanche de la Tour, daughter of Edward III, who 
died in 1340; and very similar, in costume but not 
in coiffure, to that of a Countess of Westmoreland 
in Staindrop Church, Durham, about 1400, both 
given by Stothard ; and to those depicted in 
several monumental brasses in Cobham Church, 
Kent. It should be compared carefully also 
with those of two ladies in the Derby Chapel at 
Ormskirk Church, the costumes being very similar. 
These figures are said to be (a) that of Margaret, 
Countess of Richmond, mother of Henry VII, the 
second wife of the first Earl of Derby, who died in 
1509 ; and (b) that of Lady Eleanor Neville, the 
first wife of the first Earl of Derby, who died in 
1472, wrongly placed by the side of the third earL

From statements already made in the text and 
footnotes, it will be seen that to positively date
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the effigies from the armour or costume in which 
they appear would be unwise. Some of these habili 
ments were apparently worn during a very long 
period, some for a comparatively short one. More 
over, people were not always represented in the 
armour or costume of their own day. As to which 
  speaking of the effigy of one of the Nevill 
family who died in 1484, in Brancepeth Church, 
Durham Mr. Hewitt, editor of the latest edition 
of Stothard's Monumental Effigies, remarks : " In 
" his body armour the knight of Durham is a good 
" hundred years behind the fashion of his day. 
" His suit is almost identical with that of the 
" Black Prince. It is not easy to assign the cause 
" for this resemblance! It may be attributed to 
" the remoteness of his province from the metro- 
" polis ; to the custom of wearing inherited armour; 
" to the artist's having copied some older monu- 
" ment; or to his having affixed a new head to a 
" more ancient body. All these are probable 
" causes, and all may be very far distant from the 
" truth " (p. 183). As we know, there is a notable 
instance of this at Sefton, where Sir William 
Molyneux, who fought at Flodden, is depicted on 
his monumental brass wearing a coif and shirt of 
mail as worn in the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries.

Perhaps, failing any more satisfactory identifica 
tion, we must fall back on the old local tradition 
that these effigies represent Sir Henry Halsall, 
Knight, who founded a chantry at the Altar of Our 
Lady the Virgin in Halsall Church, and died in 
1523, and his wife, Margaret, daughter of James 
Stanley, Bishop of Ely. 15 His surcoat proclaims 
him to be a Halsall: and Canon Blundell, when 
the tomb was moved eastward in 1873, himself

! 5 It was by no means an uncommon thing for Ihe founder of a church or 
chantry to have his monument set up during his lifetime. - - -
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saw the arms of Man painted on one of the shields 
of the tomb, not now visible, however, by reason 
of the damp, which has effaced the painting.

BRASSES, TABLETS, AND MEMORIAL WINDOWS.

On the north wall of the chancel is a fragment 
of a brass, the inscription on which Mr. John Paul 
Rylands, F.S.A., conjectures may have been as 
follows: 16

" Here lyeth the body of Henrye Halsall of Halsall Esquier wlio 
mar'ied Anne daughter \ of Sir Will'HI Molyneiix of Sefton Knight 
by his latter wy/e Elizabeth daughter and \ heir of Cuthbert Clyfton of 
Clyfton Esquier they had yssew one son Richard Halsall \ and . . . 
daughters. Henry Halsall departed this life leaving the said Anne \ his 
vyfe him surviving in widowhood to the great grief of his family on 
the | ... day of . . . . i anno domini 1589. Anne difrf the . . . 
day of . . . ."

X The arms engraved on the brass are Quarterly  
' 1st and 4th, Argent, three serpents'1 heads erased 

Azure, Halsall; 2nd, Argent, two bars Azure within 
a bordure engrailed Sable, Halsall ancient; 17 3rd, 
Argent, a griffin segreant Sable, Bold. Crest: A 
serpent's head as in the arms.

The brass was evidently once enamelled in 
heraldic tinctures, the parts which were intended 
to shew gold being left, as they now are, in high 
relief; all traces of the enamel have disappeared, 
but the roughened surface of the brass shews where 
it was attached.

On the same wall is a marble tablet to the 
memory of the Reverend Nathaniel Brownell, A.M., 
55 years rector of Halsall, who died in 1718, and 
his wife Eleanor, daughter of Nicholas Rigbye, of 
Harrock, Esq., who died in 1719 ; IS also one, dis 
playing the arms of Moore, impaling Antrobus,

16 The conjectural portions are given in italics.
: 7 Instances of this earlier coat are to be seen on seals attached to ancient 

charters at Scarisbrick Hall. (See illustrations to Calendar of these deeds in 
the present volume.)

18 This tablet preserves the name of an early Liverpool marble mason, 
I. Longfield.
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and the Moore crest, in memory of the Reverend 
Glover Moore, M.A., for one year minister of Mel- 
ling, for six years of Standish, for eleven years of 
Liveipool, and for 31 years rector of Halsall, who 
died in 1809, in the 74th year of his age.

On the same wall is a small inscription hrass, 
let into a handsome slab of malachite, in memory 
of Richard Benson Blundell Hollinshead Blundell, 
of Deysbrook, Esquire, who died igth March, 1853, 
aged 59 years.

On the south wall of the chancel is a tablet to 
the memory of Edward Stanley, Esq., who died 
lyth June, 1785, aged 70, and of Anne Thomas 
Stanley, wife of Edwin Thomas Stanley, son of the 
above Edward, who died, aged 25, 4th June, 1789.

Between two of the windows in this wall there 
is a well-carved figure of Grief, and below it an 
inscription in memory of the Reverend Thomas 
Blundell, M.A., formerly of Brazen-Nose College, 
Oxford, patron and rector of Halsall, who died 
after a short illness, 3ist July, 1816, aged 57 years, 
in the 8th year of his incumbency. The monument 
was erected by his surviving sisters, Bridget and 
Alice Blundell, of Bath, to whom he had be 
queathed the advowson of Halsall, and by whom 
their brother's friend, Mr. Loxham, was presented 
to the living.

On the same wall is another tablet, in memory 
of the same Reverend Richard Loxham, B.A., who 
was for 27 years rector of Halsall, and died, aged 
8 1 years, loth May, 1843.

A small tablet here records that the east window 
of the church was filled with stained glass and dedi 
cated by their children to the glory of God and in 
memory of their parents, Richard Benson Blundell 
Hollinshead Blundell, Esq., of Deysbrook, patron 
of this church, who died igth March, 1853, aged 
59, and of Jane, his wife, daughter of John Leigh,
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Esq., of Sandhills, who died 3Oth January, 1881, 
aged 83 years.

The lower lights of this window, five in number, 
contain representations of the Nativity, Baptism, 
Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Ascension of our 
Lord, designed and executed by Hardman.

One of the three-light windows in the south wall 
of the chancel has been filled wiih stained glass by 
Hardman, the subjects being the Raising of Laza 
rus, the Raising of Jairus's Daughter, and the 
Raising of the Son of the Widow of Nain, being 
in memory of Jonathan, second son of Richard 
Benson Blundell Hollinshead Blundell, Esq., of 
Deysbrook, who died loth October, 1870.

Another three-light window in the same wall 
contains modern stained glass, by Hardman, repre 
senting St. Peter Walking upon the Water, Christ 
Stilling the Tempest, and the Miraculous Draught 
of Fishes, and is in memory of the Hon. Beatrice 
Blundell, wife of Colonel Henry Blundell Hollins 
head Blundell, late Grenadier Guards, daughter of 
Vice-Admiral the Hon. Henry Byng, and for twelve 
years Maid-of-Honour to the Queen, who died 3rd 
October, 1884. Below the window, protected by 
glass, are hung three wreaths, one being that 
placed on Mrs. Blundell's grave at Her Majesty's 
command by General Sir Francis Seymour, K.C.B.; 
another that sent by the Queen from Balmoral, on 
the card attached to which is inscribed in Her 
Majesty's handwriting, " A mark of affection and 
"friendship from Victoria R.I." ; and a third, of 
china flowers, the card affixed to it intimating that 
it was sent by the Queen, "who desired that it 
" should be placed in the church as a never-fading

A two-light window in the tower has been filled 
with stained glass, by Hardman, depicting the 
" Sealing of the 144,000," with the legend " Who
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"are these in white robes?" dedicated to the 
memory of the Rev. Richard Leigh, M.A., for 25 
years rector of Halsall, who died gth April, 1884, 
and of Sarah Grayson, his wife, who died 23rd 
December, 1878.

THE BELLS.

The tower contains six bells, but none of them 
have inscriptions of much antiquarian interest. 
They were rehung by John Taylor and Co., of 
Loughborough, in 1887. They bear the following 
legends: 

first Bell. ''Recast at the expense of John Segar, gent.:
1786."

Second Bell. " Recast at the expense of the Rev. Glover
Moore, Rector. 1786."

Third Bell. " Mears and Stanibank. Founders, London, 1786." 
Fourth Beil. " Recast by subscription, 1786." 
Fifth Bell '-John Taylor, Founder, Loughborough, 1887." 
Sixth Bell. "]. Rudhall, Fee'. T. Hulme, E. TJlundell, Church

Wardens, 1811."

Although the bells are of comparatively modern 
date, yet an interesting survival of olden times 
remains, for the kindly curfew still peals out its 
note of warning on winter nights to the belated 
traveller, though the wild wastes and bogs which 
once existed here are now converted into well- 
cultivated farms.

PLATE.
This consists of several plain and massive pieces, 

all made in London, namely : 
A tall Chalice and Paten to match, on each of 

which are four stamps, viz. : i. Leopard's head, 
crowned. 2. Lion passant. 3. Date mark, a Lom- 
bardic capital M in a shield, for the year 1609. 
4. Maker's mark, Old English T.A. linked, over a 
star, in a shield.

A Chalice and Paten, on each of which are four 
stamps, viz.: i. Leopard's head,crowned. 2. Lion 
passant. 3. Date mark, a small letter d in Court

- I
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hand, within a shield, for the year 1641. 4. Maker's 
mark, C.T. in a monogram. The Chalice is in 
scribed " The gifte of Jane Loe widdow to the 
" parish of hallshaw in lankishere," which is 
 commemorated on the " Benefactions Board " in 
the choir vestry.

A Flagon and Paten, on each of which are four 
stamps, viz.:   i. Leopard's head, crowned. 2. Lion 
passant. 3. Date mark, a Roman capital P in a 
shield, for the year 1730. 4. Maker's mark, R.B. 
On both Flagon and Paten is engraved the inscrip 
tion " The gift of John Plumb of Downholland, 
" Anno Domini 1730."

Two small Chalices, on each of which are 
four stamps, viz.:   i. Leopard's head, crowned. 
2. Lion passant. 3. Date mark, a Roman small 
e in a shield, for the year 1740. 4. Maker's mark, 
G.W. in Roman capitals. On both Chalices is 
engraved the inscription  " The gift of Bridget 
" and Alice Blundell, MDCCCXXV." These pieces 
resemble cups more than Chalices, and Canon 
Blundell thinks they must have originally been 
made for secular purposes.

Mr. Wilfrid Cripps, C.B., F.S.A., visited Halsall 
a few years since, and has noted all the above 
pieces in the third edition of his Old English Plate. 
The makers T.A. and C.T. he has not been 
able to identify; the maker R.B. he takes to be 
Richard Bayley, who entered his new stamp at the 
London Assay Office in 1730; the maker G.W. he 
identifies with George Wickes, who entered his 
stamp in 1735. This, he says, is the first mark 
entered as of the house now occupied by the 
Messrs. Garrard. Canon Blundell reads the stamp 
C.W., not G.W.

CHANTRIES.

Within the church of Halsall there were two 
Chantries, dissolved by the Royal Commissioners in

Q
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1548, restored by Queen Mary in 1553, and finally 
suppressed in 1559.

One was that at the altar of Our Lady the Virgin, 
of which at the time of the Commissioners' visita 
tion one Thomas Norres, priest, 19 was the incumbent, 
" to celebrate there for the souls of Sir Henry Hal- 
" sail, knight,20 the founder, and his antecessors ; 
" and one yeerlie obbet to be maicle by the said 
" Incumbent with the charge of one taper of two 
" pounds weight to be kept before the Trenytie."

At the Dissolution the sum of £2 45. 5^. was 
made payable to the Duchy of Lancaster from the 
Chantry of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Halsall.

The Commissioners reported that there was no 
plate for the service of this altar ; further, that the 
endowment consisted of land and tenements in 
Melling, Downholland, Aintree, Formby, Aughton 
and Maghull, of the clear yearly value of £4 45. $d.

The other Chantry was at the altar of St. Nicho 
las, on the south side of the chancel of the church, 
of which Henry Halsall, priest, 21 was the incumbent 
when the Commissioners visited Halsall, his duty 
being to celebrate there for the souls of the founders 
 Sir Henry Halsall, knight (who founded the 
chantry previously named), and Henry Molyneux, 
priest; the latter being probably one of the family 
resident in Melling.

'9 On 2nd May, 1528, Dom. Thomas Norreys, A.B., was presented to the 
vicarage of Walton-on-the-Hill on the death of Ralph Kadclyffe, clerk, by 
Richard Dudley, S.T.P., the rector.

.X' 20 Sir Henry Hal sal], l;night, lord of the manor and patron of the advowson 
of Halsall, was son and heir of Hugh Halsall, Esq., by his wife Douce, 
daughter of Gilbert Scarisbrick, of Scarisbrick, ICsq., and grand-nephew of 
Sir Henry Halsall, Knight of the Shite of Lancaster, 38 and 39 Hen. VIII. 
He was steward of the household, " a trusiie friend/' and one of the executors 
of the Will of Thomas, second Earl of Derby, and married Margaret, daugh 
ter of James Stanley, D.D., Bishop of Ely, by whom he had issue six sons 
and four daughters. In 1522 he proved his master's Will, and himself died in 
the following year.

21 He was fourth son of the founder, and in 1548 was aged 56 years. In 
1543 he was receiving a yearly pension of ^,3 4^. 4</. as Chantry priest of St. 
Nicholas', Halsall. He died in 1562, and was buried at Halsall.
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Of plate attached to this Chantry the Commis 
sioners reported there was none ; further, that the 
endowment consisted of lands and tenements in 
Lydiate, Ormskirk and Aughton, of the clear yearly 
value of ^3 45. ^d.

THE GRAMMAR SCHOOL.

A substantial erection, built against the west 
wall of the south aisle of the church, was formerly 
used as the Grammar School, founded by Edward 
Halsall, in the year 1593. It is thirty-one feet long 
by fourteen feet wide. This room was at one time 
two-storied, but the floor which divided it has been 
removed, and the apartment now forms a fine, lofty, 
and very cheerful choir vestry, in which is kept the 
old church chest, with the registers and other 
interesting documents.

Over its western external door are two panels, 
below a heavy hood-mould. On the upper of 
these are, in relief, the initials E.H. and date 1593, 
and, within a laurel wreath, a shield of arms, the 
first and fourth quarters Halsall, the second Parr 
or (?) Halsall ancient, and the third Bold. On the 
lower is the couplet 

" ISTIUS EXTRUCT^E CUM QUADAM DOTE PERENNI 
EDVVARDO HALSALLO LAUS TRIBUENDA SCHOL/E."

which may be freely translated 
" To Edward Halsall, who built and endowed this School, be 

praise."

The stone is soft, and so, unfortunately, the latter 
portion of this inscription, which was legible a few 
years ago, has disappeared from sight, but the 
words have been supplied by Canon Blundell, who

, copied them some time since.
' In the eastern external wall of the building a

stone has been inserted, which looks much older
than the adjacent masonry. Carved upon it are
the Halsall crest, helmet, mantling, and a shield of

Q 2

X

.
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. .arms with the same quarterings as above, the
^ initials E.H., and date 1593, all very much worn by

exposure to weather. Just below is a doorway,
now filled in with masonry. Near it is a stone
inscribed 

N.B : R. 
c c : R H : 1695."

Edward Halsall, the founder, was son of Sir 
Henry Halsall, Knight, by his wifeV Margaret, 
daughter of James Stanley, Bishop of Ely. He 
was Chamberlain of the Exchequer at Chester, 
Recorder of Liverpool in 1572, and Mayor of that 
town in 1579 and 1586. /Tn 1593 he founded a i("# 
Grammar School at NortliMeols,7vvith an endow- ((v 
ment of twenty marks, £13 6s. 8<fTper annum, out 
of lands in Eccleston, Sutton, and Ditton.

CHARITIES.
The chanties, which are enumerated in Bishop 

Gastrell's Notitia Cestriensis and in the nineteenth 
Report of the Charity Commissioners to Parliament, 
are perhaps most fully set out on the " Benefactions 
" Board" in the choir vestry of the church, for 
merly the Grammar School, the inscriptions upon 
which are as follows : 

Ps. cxii. v. 6. 
"The righteous shall be had in everlasting remembrance."

BENEFACTORS TO THE PARISH AND TOWNSHIP OF HALSALL. 
TO THE PARISH.

A.D. 1593 Edward Halsall Esq. built a free Grammar 
School in Halsall and endowed it with 20 
marks per annum for ever of Lands in Eccle- £ s. d. 
ston, Sutton, Ditton, &c. 2 3 ------ 13 6 8

Jane Loe gave a Chalice for the Communion. 
1727 The Hon. Charles Mordaunt Esq. gave a 

Tablecloth for Do.; and in 1757 Cushions 
for the Communicants.

22 No doubt the initials of Nathaniel Brownell, Rector of the paiish from 
1684 to 1719, and the then churchwardens.

23 On this endowment, fifteen boys of Halsall and Downlloiland are taught 
free. Charity Commissioners' (lyl/i) Report to Parliament.
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1727 William Westhead of Halsall to the Poor gave 10 o o
1729 Albert le Blanc, late Rector, to the Poor gave 20 o o
1730 John Plumbe of Downholland gent 1 ; to buy a 

Flagon and Patten for the Communion Ser 
vice gave ............ 10 o o

William Brownell to the Poor gave - - - - 300
[1770] The Hon. & Rev. John Stanley, M.A., late 

Rector, gave to purchase Bibles & Prayer 
Books to be given to poor families the inte 
rest of .............. 50 o o

TO THE TOWNSHIP.

1593 Edward Halsall aforesaid gave to six poor 
persons off the above said lands per ann. 
for ever ............ 12 o o

1661 Gabriel Haskeyne of Halsall to the Poor gave 10 o o 
1702 Fitton Gerrard Earl of Macclesfield gave to

the Poor ............ 24 o o
1730 John Plumbe afs? to the Poor gave - - - - 20 o o
1768 Henry Pemberton of Halsall yeoman to the 

Poor gave to be distributed in bread monthly 
the interest of .......... 30 o o

1818 Robert Watkinson of Halsall yeoman to the 
Poor gave £200, Legacy Duty paid £20, 
Neat sum ............ 180 o o

The interest of one half to be distributed 
in bread monthly, and the interest of the 
other half to be given in cloth or money 
at the discretion of the Churchwarden and 
Overseer.

Psalm xli. v. i. 
" Blessed is he that considereth the poor."

BENEFACTORS TO THE POOR OF THE TOWNSHIP OF DOWNHOLLAND.
1593 Edward Halsall Esq. per annum for ever of £ s. d.

lands in Eccleston, Sutton, Ditton, &c. - - i 6 8 
1599 Henry Simkin ........... 10 o o
1603 James Matthew .......... 10 o o
1660 Henry Fazakerley ....'.....- 20 o o
1702 Fitton Gerrard, Earl of Macclesfield ... 17 o o 

Added to it by the Township ...... 300
Edward Haskeyne gent 1; ........ 500

1716 Edward Halsall .......... 10 o o
1726 James Watkinson .---.....- 100 o o
1730 John Plumbe gent 1 ; Land in Ormskirkn for

ever now let per annum at ..... . i o o

The following lines, in raised gilt letters, are 
upon a black board, formerly in the south aisle, 
but now hung in the choir vestry : 

24 A house called "Jump's House" now the "Eagle and Child" in 
Ormskirk, paying a rent of £19. Charity Commissioners' (igth) Report to 
Parliament.
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HIS   PRAISE   IN   THIS \cifleur-de-Us]
CHVRCH   BE I WHO vj-
GAVE ' THESE ' SEATS ' 
FREELY : HIS ' NAME ' IF 
YOV ' WOVLD ' KNOW  
THE   NEXT   WORDS [fletiy-de-Us] 
VNDER   SHEW   [a leaf]
G) THOMAS ' BARKER (& 

LATE ' OF ' LONDON   MER 
CHANT ' TAYLOR : AND ' 

NOW ' OF ' THIS ' PARISH ' 
' GENTLEMAN }|j I'6'O'6

HENRY ' BARKER I WARDENS 

HENRY ' BARKER : CH : I'6'g'O

PARISH REGISTERS AND CHURCHWARDENS 1 ACCOUNTS.

The former do not contain any particularly inte 
resting entries, and the latter only such ordinary 
ones as have been printed over and over again. 
The Register of Baptisms begins in 1606, that of 
Marriages and Burials in 1609, but they are irre 
gularly kept until 1662. On the title-page of the 
Register then commenced is the following : 

1662 ..... November xxix. This Register Booke 
was made by Command from ye Right Reuerend Father in God 
Lord Arch-Bishopp of York In the first yeare of his Graces' 
Visitation in Lancashire ; for Weddings, Christnings & Burialls 
for the parish Church of Halsall. Anno R. R5 Dni Nri Caroli 
Scdi Anglise Scot Franc. & Hibernia; fidei Defensoiis &c. 
Decimo Quarto. Payd for the parchment and Binding of this 
Booke to Witt Grice of Ormskirke the some of eight shillings.

Henry Prescott 
Robert Hesketh

Churchwardens. 
CHURCHYARD.

On the south side of the church stands the 
base of the churchyard cross, octagonal and well- 
moulded, which has been recently dug up. By the 
south wall of the chancel is a slab incised with a 
Calvary cross and masonic emblems, without an 
inscription, of rather rude workmanship. Between 
the old school and the south porch are the grave 
stones of two sons of Rector Brownell (Nicholas, 
who died in 1701, and Nathaniel, scholar of St.
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John's College, Cambridge, a youth of great 
promise, who died, aged 22, in 1717) which were 
removed from within the altar-rails in 1873.

Close to these is a massive slab, incised with a 
beautiful floriated Calvary cross, but without any 
inscription, which was removed to its present 
position from within the church when the floors 
were lowered two feet, in 1886. It formerly covered 
the remains of Sir Francis Anderton, of Lydiate, 
Bart., whose burial is recorded in the parish regi 
sters under date i8th February, 1760, and lay, when 
inside the church, just under the second window,25 
going from east to west, in the south aisle. An 
account of what was spent in wages for digging 
the grave is in possession of the Rector. This 
clears up the doubt as to the exact place of the 
burial of Sir Francis, expressed in Gibson's Lydiate 
Hall, p. 83.

Opposite the south porch is a sundial, supported 
on an ugly bulbous pedestal. The stone in which 
the dial is inlaid is inscribed T.K : T.W : 1725.

The wall surrounding the churchyard has a 
handsome coping, with roll moulding of the time 
of Elizabeth.

An interesting memorial to bygone members of 
the Blundell family, being a handsome granite 
cross, of early design, has recently been set up in 
the churchyard, thus inscribed : 

" Sacred to the Memory of
Jonathan Blundell, Esq.,

Patron of Halsall Church,
Who died A.D. 1800,

His wife Alice, and his sons
Jonathan and Richard, also of his son

Henry Blundell-Hollinshead, 
His wife Jane Benson, and their children 

William, Henry, Jonathan, Bryan, Richard,
Hannah, and Thomas,

Whose remains were removed from St. Nicholas" 
Churchyard, Liverpool, to this place, in 1884."

25 Is it too much to hope that ere long Sir Francis Anderton's gravestone 
may once more be laid over all that is mortal of that luckless Jacobite and 
gallant sportsman ? EDITOR,
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The most beautiful and touching memorial of 
the dead, telling of Faith and Hope, in this quiet 
" God's acre," is a cross of white marble, recum 
bent, but slightly raised at the head, on which lies 
a well-modelled anchor in bronze. Surrounding 
these is a coping of marble, in which bronze tridents, 
in an upright position, connected by chains of 
bronze, are set, the whole designed by the well- 
known sculptor, Count Gleichen, and placed here 
in memory of the Honourable Mrs. Blundell, 
daughter of Vice-Admiral the Hon. Henry Byng, 
and wife of Colonel Henry Blundell Hollinshead 
Blundell, Patron of Halsall, who died in 1884.

Rarely, if ever, have we passed that grave but 
what it has been decked -with flowers. Long may 
loving hands of her " kith and kin" survive to pay 
this loving tribute to her memory! Long, too, 
may there remain at Halsall, Patrons and Rectors 
of the Blundell name, to perpetuate the recollection 
and imitate the deeds of those there now, whose 
good works and acts of kindliness to their people 
shall secure for them, throughout long years to 
come, a prayerful remembrance, " cere perennius" 
in that holy and beautiful house which, in their day 
and generation, they did so much to renovate and 
adorn!

" Xorfc, 3 have lovet> tbe 
' habitation of Ebine bouse, 
" an& tbe place where ttbine 
" honour fcwelletb."

ifloieat ibalsall!


