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AN OLD RACING STABLE AT
WALLASEY IN WIRRAL.

By R. D. Radcliffe, M.A., F.S.A*

T the north end of the village of Wallasey,
standing in a good-sized field, surrounded by
trees of considerable age, and a little to the east
of the road which runs through the village from
north to south, are some dilapidated buildings,
which Mortimer, in his History of Wirral (1847),
describes as the Grosvenor stables, “ on the doors
“ of which the horses’ plates remained until within
‘a very few years.” Only one door, so far as can
be learnt from old people in the newhbourhood
was so distinguished, and from this the horse-shoes
have long disappeared. Marks of five of them,
however, remain on the door, and below them are
traces of inscriptions, now \ery difficult to decipher,
which will presently be described. The door, which
i1s of oaken planks, nailed cross-wise over each
other, and hung on strap hinges, has been given to
the Society by Mr. Madders, one of the present
owners of the stables, and is now in our museum,
at the Royal Institution, Liverpool.

1 Printed in place of an amusing paper on the same subject, by Messrs,
Arthur Cox and T. Byrne Sill, read before the Society 24th March, 1892,
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The buildings consist of two oblong blocks, facing
nearly to the cardinal points; the main one being
on the west side, and fronting west. The space
between the two blocks formed the stable-yard, in
which was a well, now filled up. The western
block was originally of one storey only, under a
wide gabled roof, in which were haylofts on one
side, and, probably, bedrooms on the other. On
the ground floor were four dwelling-rooms to the
front, and three stables and a harness-room in the
rear. The building was divided longitudinally by
a wall rising to the ridge of the gabled roof. The
stables were entered by two doors, on either side
of which was a long stone-mullioned window (6 {t.
by 3ft.), of four hﬂhts Of these windows there
were four in all. An additional window, now
blocked up, lighted the harness-room at the north
end. The north-west corner of this room is occu-
pied by a large fireplace, the chimney-breast being
carried on a strong oak beam, over which is fixed
a rack for guns. A paneled oak cupboard, with
folding doors, was fixed in the space in front of the
blocked-up north window. The ground floor of
the house portion of the building has likewise been
divided into four rooms, which have, apparently,
and most probably recently, served as two dwellings,
as they contain two kitchen ranges and have two
front doors, besides a door entering one of the
kitchens at the south end. This 1s of oak, with
two handsome wrought-iron hinges, terminating in
fleur-de-lys.

It is uncertain how the rooms above these were
originally arranged, as this front was rebuilt in
1787 and made loftier, so as to get good bedrooms
in place of attics in the roof. This was at the
time when the block was converted into a single
dwelling-house, for some time known as Sandfield
Hall. It is most likely that this front was originally



="

A D e o i

PUATE "XXVIT.

i

H. S, or L. axp C.

wn
w
ol
o
<
=
0
w
T
f S

NG STABLES

"RACT

‘ WAILLH_SFF




‘QHYA ONV ISNOHHOVOOD IHL
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finished with four gables, because without something
in the shape of dormers the attics in the roof would
have been of little use.

The alteration of the west side has been rather
oddly effected ; the front and half the gable ends
of the structure were raised, and the roof laid on
these in a single westward slope. - The space
between the ridge of the old roof, running through
the building from north to south, and the ridge
the new roof has been closed in with boards on a
wood framing, giving the house somewhat the
appearance of a grand-stand on a race-course, for
which purpose it was certainly never intended, the
races here having been discontinued before these
alterations were made. The old roof was carried
on strong oak purlins, laid on the dividing walls of
the stables, and was doubtless of like construction
on both sides. The newer roof is of deal, having
a king post and one diagonal strut. The original
entrance to the upper floors was by two doors
under the centre of the south gable, approached by
an external staircase, which 11'15 been removed and
the doorways walled up. That on the right gave
access to the loft, and the other to a ffaller}
running the whole length of the house. This
gallery and the large centre room, now divided into
two, have been handsomely paneled, with a dado,
and one height of long panels above it, with good
wood mouldm"b and cornices.

The stairs of 1787, placed in what was once one
of the stables, had well-shaped turned balusters,
not long since in position ; the staircase having
only recently been broken down by rough louts,
who have pretty well gutted the place during the
last few years.

The masonry of the older part of the house
is excellent stone-work, of rather large ashlar,
carefully pick- or hammer-dressed. That in the

e
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west front (1787) is smoothly dressed in the modern
manner, and is very good work. The older walls
are not backed with rubble, but are good ashlar
right through, and two feet thick. The door lintels
are five feet long, two feet high, and one foot
thick. On the bold corbel at the foot of each
slope of the gables formerly stood a large stone
ball, the last of which has only lately been thrown
down.

The eastern block of buildings, on the other side
“of the stable-yard, consists of a large coach-house,
with a fine semi-circular arch, at the north end, and
two doors leading into the courtyard. The arch
has a flat fascia mould over it, and a plain sunk
order in the soffit. At the south end is the shoeing
forge, having a two-light window on both east and
west faces, and a large hooded forge chimney-breast,
carried by two square stone pillars and a cambered
oak beam. The gable of this building runs north
and south, as does that of the coach-house, which
is higher. The masonry of this block is not so
ﬁood as that of the other; the ashlar is rather
smaller and is only a fac:mor the backing being of
small rubble set in clay, 1nstead of mmtar an
unusually late example of work of this character,
showing the survival of a local fashion, which has
probably served to puzzle and mislead many
persons when trying to assign a date to the con-
struction of Chester walls and other work in the
locality.

The only relics of any interest found in or about
the buildings are a flint and steel of good design,
and a portion of an early Staffordshire plate,
decorated in blue, with a shield bearing a chevron
between three fishes hauriant, both found in a cavity
in the wall, possibly a rat-run, below the saddle-
room window.

It is not easy to say precisely when the stables
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were put up, for the old builders hereabouts did
not take kindly to new ways. As an instance,
there is a house at Liscard, in the parish of
Wallasey, dated 1725, which, were it not for the
inscription, one would be inclined to say was built
as far back as 1600. It is probable that the stables
were erected between that date and 1642, and,
possibly, by William, sixth Earl of Derby, who
passed much of his time at Bidston, and re-fronted
the hall there. The style of the two buildings is
certainly not dissimilar, and between the arched
doorway into the coach-house at Wallasey and
that of the gateway at Bidston there is a marked
resemblance.

The reason for placing the stables here was, ne's:

doubt, that they might be near the famous race-
course on the Wallasey Leasowes, from the
‘ starting chair” on which, as appears on the
accompanying map, they were not distant more
than three hundred yards.

This interesting map® of the race-course and
adjoining country in the year 1735 shows that the
course was not laid out in a direct line, but began
and ended at the same place, the ¢ starting chair ”
being also the ‘ winning post.” It was “marked
out by posts, or ““ stoops,” as William Blundell, of
Crosby, calls them, in his diary for the year 1654,
when speaking of the course on Crosby Marsh.
At the far end, close to what is now called Leasowe
Castle, there were three ‘ stoops,” round which
the horses had to pass, making a kind of loop,
and then to return along the same track to the

“ distance chair.” This was 240 yards short of
the winning post, and the first horse was not

considered the winner unless he ¢ distanced ”’ the

2 Reduced, by permission, from one (with details added from others) in the
possession of Messrs. Birch, Cullimore and Douglas, of Chester, solicitors
to Sir Philip le Belward Egcrton, of Oulton, Bart.
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146 An old Racing Stable

others ; that is, passed the ‘ distance chair ” first
and kept the lead up to the winning post, for the
remaining 240 yards of the course. If no horse
won on these terms, a second heat was to be tried ;
and if there was still no winner, the horse that
succeeded in coming in first in two out of three
heats was to have the plate.®> In the ¢ Articles for
‘“ Races at Crosby,” to be held in August, 1682,
drawn up by William Blundell, for the Hon.
William Molyneux,*

“Tt is articled and agreed upon that a piece of silver plate, or
“ plate consisting of sundry pieces of silver, shall be there
“exposed upon the stoop, commonly called ¢ The Chair,’ where
“the horse course on Crosby Marsh doth usually begin and end,
“and that the said plate shall be given to such horse, mare, or

““gelding as by the observance of these articles shall win the
“same.” 5

What obtained at Crosby, on the Lancashire shore
of the Mersey, was probably the rule at Leasowe
also.

Of these Leasowes,® William Webbe, Under-
Sheriff of Cheshire, writing in 1622, says that
they are
“fair Jands or plains, upon the shores of the sea, which for
“ fitness for such a purpose allure the gentlemen and others oft

‘to appoint great matches, and venture no small sums in trying
‘“ the swiftness of their horses.” 7

Here were probably run the earliest gentlemen’s
horse-races in the kingdom, for when Webbe wrote

3 So it appears in Mr. Blundell’s Diazy ; but it has been pointed out to me,
by several of my racing friends, that formerly races were run in heats, and
the rule was that all horses that had not passed the distance post when the
winner was past the winning post were disqualified from running in any other
heat. Hence, probably, the expression ‘‘out of the running.”

4 Sir William Molyneux, Bart., fourth Viscount Moiyneux, who succeeded
to the title in July, 1682, and died in March, 1717.

5 A Cavalier’s Note Book, p. 267.
6 Middle English : Zestve, a pasture. Used in Wicliffe's translation of the
Bible, Psalm xxiii, 2 : *“ In the place of leswe where he me ful sette.”

7 ltinerary printed in King's Vale Royal/, and also in Mortimer’s History
of Wirral.
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this was evidently a racing ground already well
established.®

It is generally supposed that the oldest part of
Leasowe Castle, which originally consisted of an
| octagonal tower,’ having windows on every side
and a flat roof, was built as a stand for viewing the
races, by Ferdinando, fifth Earl of Derby, who is
said to have kept his hawks and horses here. For
watching either hawking or flat racing there could
be few better positions, standing as the tower does
on one side and about midway between either end
of a clear, open course, free from trees or other |
obstacles, extending from Hoylake to Wallasey
Village.™
; Ferdinando, according to Dugdale’s Baronage,
J succeeded to the earldom 25t1 September, 1594,
and was buried at Ormskirk, ‘ not without suspi-
1 ‘“cion of poison,” 6th May, 1595.

8 The Reverend Richard James, B.D., Fellow of Corpus Christi College,
Oxford, in his Jter Lancastrense, a poem, written in 1636, alludes to the
! course on Wallasey Leasowes thus : —
L] ‘¢ Austin’s voice is true ;
hmpxre condngnl) was to Romans due.
Our wayes are gulphs of dirt and mire, which none
Scarce ever passe in summer withoute moan ;
Whilst theirs through all ye world were no less free
Of passadge then ye race of Wallisee,
Ore broken moores, deepe mosses, lake and fcnm.,
Now worcks of giants deemd, not arte of men, 5
Among the muniments of the Corporation of Chester is a book of orders,
made in 1540, for regulating sports, including horse-racing, upon the
Rode-hee. (Hist. MSS. Comm., Stk Report, 363a.) Hore mentions ** Bell
““courses "’ on the Roodee at Chester in 1609, 1610, 1623, and 1624 ; also
races at Whalley, Liverpool, and Walton-le-Dale, Lancashire, in 1617 and 1618.
,"' (History of Newmarket and Annals of the 1urf to the end of the Seventecnth
Century, (1886,) vol. i, pp. 330, 332, 353.) Garterley in Yorkshire, Croydon,
Theobalds and Enfield Chase were the scene of early race meetings. The
first races at Newmarket took place about 1640, (Badminton Library, Racing.)
At Garterley, Henry, Earl of Westmorland, writes to his brother-in-law,
the Earl of Rutland, there was a horse-running day on May 7th, 1554.
(Hist. MSS. Comm., 12tk Report, App. 4, p. 63.) In Hide Park, a Comedie,
by James Shirley, printed in 1637, occurs the celebrated song in which is
probably the first mention of a named race-horse, ** Bay Tarral won the cup
‘“at Newmarket.”

9 From the alternate faces of which projections were afterwards thrown
out, so that the building is now somewhat cruciform in plan,

1o The race-course, however, does not appear, in the map of 1735, to have
extended westward beyond the Castle.

L 2
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148 An old Racing Stable

Within the tower, and in the upper part of it, 1s
the date 1593, below the ¢ Legs of Man,” rudely
cut in a stone panel. So that, if the figures are to
be trusted, and there seems no reason to doubt
them, the tower was put up by his predecessor
in the title, or else by Ferdinando before his
succession.

Most likely the place was used by the Stanley
family as a sporting residence until the moiety of
the Manor of Wallasey, in which it stands, was
sold, in 1598, by William, sixth Earl of Derby, to
Thomas Fox, probably as trustee for Sir John
Egerton, the actual purchaser.

This Earl, a noted sportsman and ‘ turfite,” ™ as
appears in contemporary documents, was for many
years involved in litigation with his nieces (daugh-
ters of the fifth Earl), from whom he eventually
purchased, for a considerable sum, their claim to
the Island and Lordship of Man; so that money
was probably more useful to him than a ground
“ for running horses,” however excellent.

Possibly in consequence of the trouble to which
he had been put on succeeding to the family
estates, Earl William never lived at Lathom or
Knowsley, but passed his time at DBidston Hall,
and Derby House, in Chester, where he died in
1642.

Writing of him in 1622, Webbe says, ¢ his
“lordship seems much to affect the same, (i.c.,
“ Bidston,) and enlarged the conveniences therein
“for his pleasure and abode many ways."”

The massive stone front of the Hall (shorn of
its gables since his time), with its picturesque
semi-circular porch, and the elegant gateway into
the fore-court, still happily remain, substantial
evidences of his taste and care.

11 Fournal of Nicholas Assheton in 1617, p. 8o.
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There is a tradition that during this Earl’s time
James I attended the races here, which has,
however, its only justification in the lonmcontmued
presence in Leasowe Castle of a rude, but archaeo-
logically interesting, contemporary oil-painting,
representing the king on horseback at a race
meeting ; courtlers, countr\ men, and jockeys are
faithfully depicted in dresses of the time, and the
queen is there too, in a great coach, attended by
outriders in scarlet liveries.  Writing of this
picture, in the first volume of the Society’s Tran-
sactions (1848), the late Sir Edward Cust says—

“There is no pretension to suppose that there is any certain
“ connection between the scene of this picture and this immediate
“neighbourhood ; indeed the scene may be altogether ideal.”

Mr. Hore, speaking of this picture, remarks™ that it
probably represents what took place at Farndon,
in Cheshire, when James I and his court were
entertained there by Richard Grosvenor, the
younger, in the lifetime of his father, Sir Richard,
in August, 1617; on the 24th of which month
Richard Grosvenor was knighted by the king, at
Vale Royal.”

During the great Civil War, and under the
Commonwealth, no doubt the race meetings on the
Leasowes were discontinued ; and it would be
during this period that Leasowe Castle—or New
Hall, as it was called up to 1770—being deserted
by its owners, came to be known as ‘“ Mockbeggar,”
which name Captain Grenville Collins, in his survey
of this coast (1687), applies to the adjacent shore.
Leasowe Castle 1s a comparatively modern name
for the place, first used, I believe, when the
property was conveyed by Sir Philip Egerton to
Mrs. Boodé, in 1802.

12 History of Newmarket, &c., vol. i, p. 337.
13 Metcalfe’s Book of Knights, 1486-1660, p. 171.
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In the reign of Charles II meetings were revived,
and in the London Gazette of February 12-15, 1671/2,
there appeared a notification—

“that Charles, Earl of Derby, with many other
o crentlemen of quality within the two counties of Lancaster and
. (,hester, together with the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of
& Liverpoole, have set forth near the said town a 5-mile course
“for a Horse Race, which is intended to be run upon the 18th
“day of March next, and so for ever yearly at the same time :
“and as it is one of the finest grounds for the length in England,
“so it will be for one of the most considerable plates in the
“ Nation : and whosoever intends to put a Horse in for the
“same (Horses of all sizes being allowed) must have them
‘“kept within the lLiberties of Liverpoole 3 weeks before the
“day,™ and if he be no contributor, must pay 45 towards the
“next plate."

Relying on the statement in Ormerod’s History
of Cheshire, that Charles, eighth Earl of Derby,
lived for some years in retirement at Bidston, after
the troublous times of the Commonwealth, one
considered it natural enough that he should be
glad to divert himself with horse-racing close to
his residence, and try to attract other lovers of
sport to the Leasowes by giving notice in the
London Gazette that races would shortly take place
there. It seems, however, from researches quite
recently made in the Public Record Office, by Mr.
William Fergusson Irvine, that it is highly impro-
bable that the Earl was residing at Bidston Hall
when the notice as to racing at Wallasey appeared,
inasmuch as on the 8th December, 1653, the Earl,
his wife, and his widowed mother joined in a
conveyance of the Manor of Bidston to William
Steele, Recorder of London. It is evident, how-
ever, from the notice in the Gazette, that the Earl,

14 One of the Crosby Rules, 1682, was that horses were to be brought to
the ground ten davs hefore the race, aired and trained there, housed and fed
within a mile and a half of the course. (4 Cawvalier's Note Book, p. 268.)
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if no longer resident at Bidston, wished to promote
sport in its neighbourhood.™

The meeting held here in the Autumn of 1682
had an illustrious visitor and jockey in the person
of the ill-starred Duke of Monmouth, who,
attended by many of his friends, was on a tour,
courting popularity in this part of England.” His
proceedings were open enough : his departure from

15 At Lyme IHall, in Cheshire, among Lord Newton’s MSS,, are letters
from this Lord Derby to Mr. Legh, of Lyme, respecting horse-racing, among
them one dated 1679, June 14, in which he says—*¢ The entered is as fairly
““drawn for all sides as could be done, for I am sure I don’t desire any
““ advantage, neither would I willingly others should. I think if every horse
‘“that runs should put in 20s. or (I leave it to you) it may cause more
“sport. The world would be glad to run for something more than the bare
““plate.” (Hist, MSS. Comm., 3rd Report, p. 269.)

It may be worth while to note that in the library of the Athenzum,
Liverpool, is a copy of Dugdale’s Barorage, on the title page of which is
written, * Derby, the 6th of June, 1676,” and throughout the volume are
many notes in the handwriting of this Earl (which is well known to me),
showing that he took great interest in genealogical studies as well as in
horse-racing.

16 Mr. Horve (History of Newmarket, &e., vol. iii, p. 163), quoting Domestic
State Pagers for June, July, and August, 1682, says :—The Rev. Dr. Fowler,
writing to the Rev. Dr. William Bell, Vicar of St. Sepulchre’s, in London,
and chaplain to the king, July 26, 1682, mentions, inter alia, that the Whigs
were of late very much given to horse-racing in Staffordshire, Cheshire, and
Laneashire. ‘I remember,” he continues, ‘‘when Oliver usurped the
¢ Dominion, the loyall gentry used to meet at Horseraces, and cockmatches,
““under colour whereof they drove on some designe for the recovery of theyr
‘“liberty, which made Oliver forbid all such meetings. I was yesterday
‘“amongst a knott of loyail gentlemen, it being our bowling day, where the
‘“discourse was that the Duke of Monmouth intended to come into Staffordsh.
“and Chesh. and bee at Wallacy horse-race, which will bee very shortly.”
The writer adds that his part of the country was very rotten, and full of
potent Whigs and malcontents ; and in Staffordshire one Mr. Offiey promised
to entertain the Duke of Monmouth at the expense of 4500, when his Grace
arrived there for the races. In another letter from the reverend gentleman to
one of the Ministers of State, probably Lord Conway, dated August 16th,
he gives further particulars of the approaching visit of the Duke of Monmouth
to Staffordshire, with a list of the notable Whigs by whom he was to be
entertained. IHe then says :—*‘ Wallacy horse-race (the most famous of all
‘“these parts, and to which there is usually great resort from the next
““ adjoining countyes) will be on the 2nd Tuesday or 2nd Thursday (I cannot
‘“ certaynly learn whether) of the next moneth. The place is in the Wirhall
‘“in the bottome of Cheshire.”

On 27th August, 1682, Caryll Molyneux writes from Croxteth to Mr.
Legh—‘“ At Chester they are in consternation how to treat the Monmouth
‘* Duke. Some are for meeting him out of the town and bearing his charge ;
‘“others are against it. You, I hope, are settled in your resolution of
‘* entertaining him when he comes to Lyme, which, I hear, will be very soon.”
(Lyme Hall MSS., Hist. MSS. Comm., 3rd Report, p. 269.)
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London was announced in the newspapers, his
progress from place to place was a common topic
of conversation, and although these things alarmed
the court, they did not disturb the king, who, on
their bemcr reported to him by Lord Conway, at
Windsor, made light of any “ rising amongst the
) Whl«rg% " and rode out hawking as usual. Early
in September the Duke was at Lichfield, at whlch
place many gentlemen were assembled to see a
horse-race, yet hardly one waited upon him.
Thence he went to Stone, where he was received
by Mr. Leveson-Gower and other friends, and so
to Trentham, where he slept. Next day he was at
Nantwich, ‘“ where were bespoke sixty ordinaries at
“ half-a-crown and fifty at eighteen-pence, against
“ his coming ”’; and on Satulday oth September
about six o'clock in the evening, he arrived at
Chester, amid the acclamations of the people.”

On Sunday he stood godfather to the daughter
of Mr. George Mainwaring, then Mayor of Chester
naming her Henrletta no doubt after Lady Hen-
rietta VVentwmth to whom he was so deeply
attached, and whose name he mentioned on the
scaffold, just before his head was struck off.

Under ¢ Baptisms, 1682,” in the register of
Holy Trinity Church, Chester, appears the entry:—

“ Henrietta, daughter of G. Mainwaring, Mayor of the City,
‘“ 1oth day of September.”

Next day (Monday) Monmouth went to Wallasey,
and the day following he was joined there by the
Mayor, with a troop of forty horsemen and a large
concourse of people from Chester, eager to see the

“running horses” and the Duke. The first plate,
value £60, was won by the Duke, riding his own
horse; “ Young Whiteley,” ridden by its owner,
was second Mr. Bold’s hoxse, mounted by the

17 On his arrival at Chester he sent for his race-horses, as he intended to

*¢ divertise himself in these parts for a month, and then to go to Chichester.”
(Domestic Intelligencer, September 7-11, 1682.)

———

-
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Hon. Henry Booth, was third ; and ‘ Bettingham ”
last. Each horse carried twelve stone. Monmouth
offered to lay f1000 on his horse, but nobody
would take him. It was remarked that as his
Grace went up the course to ride, Mr. Henry
Booth, who rode Mr. Bold’s horse, was observed
to ride up to him, to bow, and to say something to
him, upon which his Grace embraced him very
kindly. After the race the Duke went to Lord
Derby’s tent and partook of refreshments, after
which the party crossed over to Liverpool, for a
carouse.™

The f[30 plate was won by Mr. Booth, other
horses competing being the property of Lord Derby,
Lord Molineux’s son, and Mr. B. Mingham [7].
Afterwards Lord Derby’s horse won a match, and
Mr. Booth did the same against Mr. Banister.”
Then the Duke had two foot-races with Mr. Cutts,
of Cambridgeshire, the first stripped, and after in
his boots, both of which he won.*

18 Letter from Sir Peter Shakerley, Governor of Chester Castle, to Secretary
Jenkins. (Domestic State Papers, September, 1682.)

Mr. Hore (History of Newmarket, &c., vol. iii, p. 169) gives the
following, from Domestic State Papers for September, 1682 :—Sir Peter
Shakerley, in pursuance of instructions from Secretary Jenkins, went to
Wallasey, to keep his eye on the proceedings of the Monmouath party,
and subsequently to report to Whitehall upon what transpired. In his
despatch, dated 16th Sevtember, 1682, he tells how he went to supper
at the ordinary presided over by his Grace, when Monmouth’s health
was proposed and drunk before the king’s. After the repast, Sir John
Corbet, Mr. |? Sir] John Mainwaring, Mr. Stafford, and others came in, with
a plain design to pick a quarrel with the Governor: but he beforehand
resolved to take all things patiently except blows, and as no blows were
exchanged, the threatened fracas passed harmlessly away in political toasts,
contempt for the clerical party, and confusion to the Tories, ** ‘I'he meeting
‘“of a great many gentlemen at ye I‘orest that day ye race was at Wallasey,
‘“ caused some further discourses to these Gentlemen: who sayd 'twas very
‘‘unmannerly to appoint such a meeting at that time when they should have
““ payd their respects to the king’s son.”

19 Probably * Kit Bannister,” one of the local geniry, who, being infirm,
had caused a high stand to be erected on the course, so that therefrom
he could see the racing. This in the night was cut down, whereat Kit
was wroth and the Duke indignant, and the company entered a plea of
* Not guilty.”

20 The Tories in Delamere Forest indulged in the same amusement when
Sir Philip Egerton’s boy won the tumbler (cup), and to ** the Llack ” was
awarded “‘the velvet cap with the king’s colours in it.”
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When Monmouth arrived in Chester on the
previous Saturday, it had been proposed to postpone
the races at Wallasey until the opposition meeting
in Delamere Forest, promoted by the Tories, had
come off. It was decided, however, if possible, to
turn the tables on the Tories, by entering the horse ,
of a Whig owner for their plate. One belonging
to the Hon. Thomas Wharton* was selected for
the purpose, and duly entered. He ran and was
victorious. Hence at both meetings the colours of
the popular Duke were to the fore. When the
news came to Chester that he had steered his own
horse to victory at Wallasey (though some hinted
that it was by the contrivance of the gentlemen
that rode against him), the populace were im-
mensely elated ; bonfires were lighted, the church
bells rung, and nothing was heard in the streets
but shouts of ‘“ A Monmouth! A Monmouth!” *
The Mayor’s house was illuminated, and the Duke
and his friends were entertained there right royally.

Amid all this hubbub Monmouth was not forgetful
of the little maiden whose sponsor he had been
two days before, and to whom he now presented
the 60 he had won at Wallasey, enclosing the
pieces in a silver box of his own, an accurate
drawing of which appears on the opposne page.®

Mr. Charles Salusbury Mainwaring, of Galltfae-

21 Afterwards fifth Baron, and first Earl and Marquess of, Wharton.

22 Contemporary letter, written at Chester.  (Hist. MSS. Comm., 7th
Report, p. 533.

23 Mr. Mainwaring tells me he knows four such boxes, made, he believes,
for pepper and salt :—1. Lord Hotham’s, given by King Charles I to Sir John
Hotham, at Hull. 2. That given by the Duke of Monmouth to Henristta
Mainwaring, which may possibly also have belonged to King Charles. 3. One
bought by the Duke of Westminster from Garrard. 4. One still in Garrard’s
possession.  As to T.I., the maker, Mr. Wiifrid Cripps writes :—*‘ It is
** impaossible to identify initials with their owners’ names in the seventeenth and
¢ earlier centuries. All records which might give the information are lost ; and
‘it is only by chance that contemporary accounts have enabled initials to be
‘“identified. Some very few are known in this way. The mark is well known
¢“in this instance, but the name of the silversmith is not ; and it is matter of
“inference only that he was a court goldsmith; and the strength of the
““inference depends upon the number and history of the pieces on which the
 initials are found, entirely.”







