
\

THE ABODES OF NEOLITHIC MAN IN 

NORTH WALES.

By the Rev. Elias Owen, M.A.,F.S.A.

Keacl 301!] November, 1893. i

LIVERPOOL 
 PL/BUG- 
LIBRARY.

VESTIGES of circular huts are found in all 
parts of North Wales, chiefly within sight of 

the sea, but often in far inland places. These 
cyttiau, as they are called in Wales, belong to the 
more recent division of the stone age. Before 
describing these primitive habitations I will make 
a few remarks on the state of the country in those 
prehistoric times, when these abodes were the 
homesteads of a rude, and very partially civilized 
people.

The land has undergone considerable changes 
since the days when these huts were inhabited, and 
probably the temperature was then different from 
what it is in our days.

Wales was formerly well wooded, but latterly it 
has been denuded of its forests.

It is necessary to re-clothe the country with an 
almost impenetrable entanglement of brushwood 
and trees to convert many a smiling valley into a 
treacherous marsh to re-introduce many extinct
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animals, ere we can even faintly realise the 
condition of the country at the time when these 
primitive dwelling-houses were occupied.

I.  EVIDENCE OF WRITERS AS TO THE STATE OF 

THE COUNTRY IN THE CHRISTIAN ERA.

In a poem ascribed to Merfyn, who is said to 
have ilourished in the sixth century, but whose 
evidence would have been equally good had he 
lived several centuries nearer our days, alludes to 
the oaks of Snowdon thus : 

" Pan dorrer y deri 
Yn agos i'r 'yri 
Ai nofiad yn efrydd 
O Gonwy i fro Gwerydd."

When the oaks are felled
In the neighbourhood of Erryri
And will gently float
From Comvay to the regions of Gwerydd.

The den, oak trees, that are mentioned as exist 
ing in the poet's days, near 'yri, crryri, Snowdon, 
have long ago disappeared, and Snowdon now is 
naked and rugged, but this evidently was not the 
case when the poet sang.

R/iys Gocli Eryri (Red Rhys of Erryri, or Snow 
don), a bard who flourished about the year 1400 
A.D., mentions the setting of the country or forest 
on fire, a not uncommon practice in warfare in 
ancient times.

Sir Jo/in ]Vynne, in his Plistory of the Gwydir 
Family, Oswestry edition, p. 75, writes as follows: 

" All the whole countrey then was but a forest, 
" rough and spacious, as it is still, but then waste of 
" inhabitants, and all overgrowne with woods ; for 
" Owen Glyndwr's warres beginning in 1400. con- 
" tinned fifteen years, which brought such a deso- 
" lation that greene grass grew on the marketplace 
" in Llanrwst, . . . and the deer ikd into (?fed in)
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" the churchyard, as it is reported. . . . The 
" countrey of Nant-conway was not onely wooded, 
" but alsoe all Carnarvon, Merioneth, and Denbigh 
" shires seemed to be but one forrest haveing few 
"inhabitants."

Sir John died 1626-7, a» £ d 73> an(l consequently 
he was not very far removed from Owen Glyndwr's 
days.

Pennant, in his Tour, writes as follows : " Stags 
" were found here (Snowclonia) in the days of Le/and 
" in such numbers as to destroy the little corn which 
"the farmers attempted to sow ; but they were ex- 
" tirpated before the year 1626."

The Earl of Leicester was by letters patent ap 
pointed Chief Ranger of the forest of Snowdon ; 
and presumedly, because the forest extended into 
Merionethshire, he claimed that county as being in 
his jurisdiction. On the same principle he could have 
extended his power in all directions, where there 
was a forest contiguous to that of Snowdon, and 
he actually endeavoured to include Anglesey within 
the forest of Snowdon, because a stag had been 
started in Carnarvonshire and killed at Malltraeth, 
Anglesey. " Infra forestam nostraui de Snowclon."

The preceding quotations prove that the country 
was, even in the sixteenth century, almost one con 
tinuous forest, and there is no reason for believing 
that it was different in the centuries antecedent to 
that period.

II. EVIDENCE FROM THE SURFACE OF THE

GROUND TO THE STATE OF THE COUNTRY

IN OLDEN TIMES.

In many parts of the uncultivated wilds of Wales 
large tracts of drift, and boulders deposited by 
glaciers, still remain, and even in close proximity 
to cultivated ground patches of drift are occasion 
ally to be seen left undisturbed, because the trouble
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and expense of clearing them away would be too 
great. Drift stones formerly covered large districts 
in the neighbourhood of Snowdon.

III.  THK EVIDENCE OF PLACE-NAMES.

The evidence of place names, as to the state of 
the country in days gone by, is most valuable and 
trustworthy. Names of farms or wild mountain 
tracts, undoubtedly descriptive of those places when 
first applied to them, are no longer appropriate ; 
the inference to be drawn from this is, that the 
country itself has undergone a change since the 
time when those expressive names were first applied 
to this or that spot, and not that the names were 
originally inapplicable. Proof of this statement 
abounds in all parts of Wales. Thus we have such 
names as Gors-gwaen-gwiail and Braich-y-Breisgyll, 
but the git nail, saplings, and the cyll breision, thick 
hazels, are no more. That part of the country has 
not now even a twig on it.

History, tradition, drifts, and place-names bear 
testimony to the fact, that formerly Wales was 
almost one forest, with, however, bare mountain 
tops, and here and there glades, and dangerous 
swamps, and treacherous marshes.

The very names of the trees that flourished in our 
primeval forests are preserved in place-names, and 
so also are the animals that roamed through those 
forests. Thus arth, a bear, is often compounded 
with some other word as a place-name. Blaidd, a 
wolf, is also so used. In the twelfth century beavers 
had their home in the Teivi, and their name re 
mains, it is said, in Nant-v-ffrancon, a valley by the 
Penrhyn quarry. The prevalence of deer and foxes, 
as well as birds no longer in Wales, such as the 
eagle and falcon, is proved by place-names in which 
these words occur.

We can, I think, take it for granted that these
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animals were not imported, and, that they occupied 
the country at the time that man settled do\vn in 
Wales. They must, therefore, have been there 
when the people whose abodes I am about to 
describe lived in their small stone-built round huts ; 
and a great terror they must have been to the poorly 
protected neolithic man.

We have, therefore, come thus far that the 
country, up to within the last four hundred years, 
was almost a wilderness, and that iierce, wild ani 
mals roamed through the forests.

In the more unfrequented, uninhabited, and un 
enclosed mountain commons, in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the abodes oi primitive man, 
are found the names of domestic animals, such 
as horses, cows, goafs, dogs, and pigs, as compound 
place-names.

There is, however, one animal, the s/iccp, that 
has not, as far as I have been able to ascertain, left 
traces of its existence in old place names. It cannot, 
perhaps, be inferred from this fact, that sheep were 
unknown in ancient times to those parts ; still, 
when we find the memory of other animals per 
petuated by place-names, it is strange that such a 
useful animal as the sheep has failed in perpetuating 
its existence in a like manner.

Place names associated with animals are highly 
suggestive, and if it could be ascertained how old 
they are, they would be doubly so. But in many 
instances they can hardly be disassociated from the 
inhabitants of the primitive circular huts that are 
to be found in ruins in the immediate neighbour 
hood of places named after animals, most of which 
have reached our time ; but man does not in our 
days live on those bleak mountains where formerly 
man lived, therefore we can only safely say this 
much, that these names imply the existence of wild 
and domestic animals in ancient times in Wales.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE HUTS. 

I. DETACHED HUTS.

Along the sides of the Carnarvonshire hills, in 
uncultivated parts of Anglesey, in Merionethshire, 
and Montgomeryshire these huts are found. All 
that remains of them, in most cases, are the foun 
dation stones, set on end, hoth inside and outside 
the surrounding wall. Large stones were used for 
this purpose, and a part of the stones was deeply 
imbedded in the ground, and hence the preservation 
of these ruins. To a casual observer these circles 
would be objects of no great interest. He might 
mentally enquire why such stones should be so 
arranged ; but when informed that those structures 
are the remains of the earliest human abodes in our 
country, the ruins assume a different aspect.

A person wandering along the Carnarvonshire 
hills, in sight of the sea, will be able to find many 
foundations of these circular or ovoidal huts. They 
vary in diameter, some being about 10 ft. across, 
others 15 ft. or even more ; the walls vary in thick 
ness, but in no case are they much less than a yard. 
The entrances to these huts are generally clearly 
defined, consisting of a few large stones on each side 
the doorway. There are no traces of windows nor 
chimneys, and very likely there were no such conve 
niences in these buildings light coming in through 
the door and the smoke escaping also through it. 
I discovered forty-four of these abodes in a distance 
of about 2 miles along the Carnarvonshire hills 
facing the Menai Straits ; but I did not observe 
that their entrances were all in the same direction, 
some opened towards the rising sun, and some to 
wards the setting sun, but the majority had their 
entrances on the side opposite to the prevailing 
storm point.
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Judging from the varying breadth and strength 
of the surrounding walls, the huts varied in height 
from four to eight feet, and probably the roofs of the 
smaller abodes were conical, and were formed of 
overlapping stones, and thus they formed a beehive- 
shaped hut. The larger abodes, most likely, were 
covered over with branches of trees resting on a 
central support.

A very perfect example of these detached abodes 
was discovered and broken into by an old man, who 
supplied me with the following particulars : It stood 
in a corner of a field on land which had not been cul 
tivated, and whilst preparing the land for potatoes 
this man came upon slabs of stone, and upon re 
moving these an underground chamber was exposed. 
It was circular. The walls were built with large 
stones, and the roof was formed by stones that over 
lapped each other. The whole structure was covered 
over with earth, and before it had been tampered 
with, it presented the appearance of a low mound, 
and a colony of ants had made a lodgment on it. 
The entrance was four feet high and three broad. 
The stones about the doorway were cemented with 
cockle-shell mortar. The floor was of tempered 
earth, such as is met with in mountain farm-houses. 
The fire-place was opposite the door, and contained 
an iron grate, the bars of which were very close to 
each other. This grate was thrown away, being 
too much corroded to be of any use. A hole above 
the fire-place served as an escape for the smoke. 
A large quantity of wood ashes were on the hearth 
stone. Around the fire-place several large stones 
were placed, apparently for seats.

From this description it would appear that this 
hut was occupied in somewhat modern days, for 
no iron is found in the most ancient remains, nor 
are the walls cemented with mortar.
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2. HUTS BUILT IN WALLS.

The ancient buildings I am about to mention 
differ from the detached huts in several points. 
They consist of three or more circular rooms nest 
ling in a wall, and opening into a common court, 
the whole being encircled by a strong wall. They 
may be called fortified homesteads. The accom 
panying cut shews one of these, which is situated 
in Ffridd Corbvi, in the parish of Llanllechid, Car 
narvonshire.

The enclosure measures, from east to west one 
hundred and twenty feet, and from north to south 
ninety feet. It is on a kind of natural platform. A 
wall surrounds these remains, but this has been 
considerably reduced in size by the construction of 
a modern sheep pen and boundary wall, with stone 
quarried from it. On the west side, built into the 
wall, are three circular compartments, each having 
a diameter of eighteen feet, with entries facing the 
east. The prevailing winds are west winds, and 
storms, too, from that direction are very severe, and 
hence the position of the entrances. On the west 
side, close to what seems to have been a passage into 
the enclosure, is a single compartment, ten feet in 
diameter. The internal area, into which these 
apartments open, is level, with a solitary flat stone, 
about nine feet long and three broad, within a few 
feet of the eastern wall.

ANCIENT ROADS.

Leading from the hill above, to this homestead, 
is an ancient zigzag road, about two yards broad, 
with large stones on end on either side, and all 
along its course it is deeply worn by traffic. This 
road can be traced for a considerable distance, and 
leads from one ancient group of homesteads to 
another, thus shewing that communities with com 
mon interest lived in these homesteads. From this
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main road, other roads, deeply indented, branch out 
to other homesteads ; and in the case of the I'fruld 
Corbri ruins, two well-denned roads lead from it, 
thus shewing that it was an important dwelling- 
place. These roads descend towards the sea, but 
all traces of them are lost in the cultivated land ; 
hillwards the}' are clearly defined, and lead from 
one ruin to another, and in all places where they 
have not been tampered with, they exhibit the same 
characteristics. The ancient people who lived in 
these rude huts must have emploved beasts of bur 
den in conveying their commodities from one place 
to another. The vehicle employed must have been 
small, for the roads are narrow. Perhaps the slcdtjc, 
or sladc as it is called, which is at present in use in 
mountain farms, was the conveyance of those days. 
Wheeled vehicles were introduced slowlv into upland 
farms, and in many places where carts and wagons 
are now solely emploved, sledges only were used up 
to the beginning of the present centurv.

Panniers on ponies were until lately, when long 
journeys were undertaken, the common means of 
transit, and this form of travelling might have- 
reached us from remote ages.

DETACHED CIRCULAR HUTS BUILT WITHIN 

ENCLOSURES.

For the sake of comparison, I will now describe 
another ancient homestead, which is on Tanybwlch 
Farm, about a mile to the west of that on Ffridd 
Corbri. The plan shews that, in this instance, 
we have a fortified village containing four circles 
surrounded by a wall, and the enclosure was 
further protected by an outer wall, erected along 
the border of a natural ridge. Between these two 
walls the ground has marks of narrow butts or 
furrows, indicating that at one time it was under 
cultivation. Most likely this outer wall was
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intended more as a barrier against trespassing 
animals than as a defence against other enemies.

The inner enclosure measures, from north to 
south 164 feet, from east to west 140 feet, the debris 
of the surrounding wall is, in some places, 26 feet 
wide. The two central compartments measure 
respectively 30 and 20 feet in diameter ; the small 
ones, built close to the wall, are each of them about 
20 feet in diameter. The entrances to the larger 
enclosures have their side lines all in their original 
position, and from them it is seen that the surround 
ing wall was 6 feet broad. The whole area is fairly 
level, and evidently care must have been bestowed 
upon it to produce so even a surface. The inter 
vening space between the outer and inner walls is, 
as I have said, furrow-marked. The outer wall is 
not equidistant throughout its length from the inner 
wall, but follows the configuration of the land. The 
distance between the two walls is, on the north side, 
about 60 feet; on the south, from 10 to 20 feet; on 
the west it is irregular in form ; but the whole was 
under cultivation.

I have observed that, in other places where this 
description of enclosure is found, the plots of ground, 
with plough marks on them, are often no larger than 
a moderate-sized garden, and undoubtedly the land 
under cultivation was small in extent.

CORN CRUSHERS FOUND IN THESE HUTS.

Even if we had not this evidence of cultivation, 
the many corn crushers and querns found in these 
huts, would prove that the inhabitants did not live 
entirely upon the produce of the chase, but that the 
grain produce of the earth served as an article of 
food ; and furthermore, the heaps of shells, found 
close to some of the huts, shew that, either from 
necessity or from choice, the inhabitants resorted 
to the sea for a supply of food. But, after all, the
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quantity of grain sown in those days was small, 
and must have been totally inadequate to the wants 
of the people, unless the population was very sparse, 
an idea excluded in many places by the number of 
huts that existed ; so we must suppose that they 
lived chiefly by the chase or, when not far distant 
from the sea, as in the case of the huts on the slopes 
of the Carnarvonshire hills, on shell and other fish.

BURIAL PLACES.

Before leaving these remains, attention should be 
called to the canicddan, and cistfcini, and cacran  
the cairns, the stone coffins, and the camps in their 
vicinity on the hill above, and also to the many 
stone enclosures, evidently all associated with the 
abodes now described. There are also traces of 
enclosed fields ; and a singular stone, called careg 
saethan, arrow stone, is still in existence, within easy 
reach of the huts I have mentioned. Tradition 
says the ancient inhabitants sharpened their arrows 
on this stone. It has along its surface three sets 
of grooves, which very likely were actually formed 
by persons giving an edge to their implements of 
war, or otherwise. I have discovered several of 
these singular stones in the neighbourhood of these 
ancient abodes. There are two in the parish of 
Aber, one on the pathway to Llyn-yn-Afon, and 
another on the ffrulcl, not far from the mountain 
gate ; and elsewhere such stones are still to be seen.

In all cases where these primitive abodes are 
found there is a camp, into which, in cases of emer 
gency, the inhabitants of the circular huts could 
retreat. There are two in the neighbourhood of the 
cyttiau I have been speaking of, one above the vil 
lage of Caelhvyngrydd, and another a little nearer 
Bethescla, called Pcnygacr.

Two large carncddan, and a number of smaller 
ones, several of which had their cistfcini intact thirty-
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five years ago, are on this hill. Col. Lane Fox found 
in one of the carncddau, on Foci Faban, as the hill is 
called, a small urn, bones, and stones like arrows.

A feature connected with these ancient abodes, 
which should not be passed over, is the evident care 
taken of the dead. Here and there are to be seen 
cistfeini, which have been pillaged, it is true, but 
which shew that the people who used them believed 
in the never-dying existence of their friends. When 
by mere accident one of these burial places is opened 
for the first time, arrows, small earthenware cups, 
and bone pins have been found buried with the dead. 
The cups would lead us to suppose that they were 
placed there for the use of the dead in the spirit 
world. The cistfacn, as now seen, is deprived of its 
upper stone covering, but the four side stones, placed 
on edge in circular form, and surrounded with quan 
tities of big and small stones, still exist. It was 
into the cist that the body of the dead was placed, 
with various articles which had in life been used by 
the departed : then it was covered with a large cap 
stone, and a heap of stones was piled over the grave, 
each stone possibly representing a personal friend. 
Around the interment a circle of stones was placed, 
and these circles have survived the many pillages to 
which the grave-places have been subjected.

I may remark here, before proceeding, that there 
were two forms of burial practised, cremation being 
one, and burying the bodv the other.

ABODES INDICATING A TRANSITION FORM.

I will now leave these ancient mountain cyttiaii, 
or huts, and describe one which I opened in the year 
1871. It stood in the corner of a field belonging to 
Coeduchaf farm, opposite a farm called Talsarn. 
The public road goes between this latter farm and 
the field in which the remains then wers.

The total length of the enclosure was 107 feet,
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and the breadth 80 feet. The surrounding wall 
varies in breadth : in some places it was 12 ft. broad, 
in others 10 ft., in most parts 8 ft. It consisted of 
large stones, numbers of which occupy their original 
position, particularly the external and internal foun 
dation stones. Judging from the breadth of the 
foundation of this wall, we conclude that at one time 
it was of considerable height. The entrance, which 
is distinctly marked, faces the east, and is 7 ft. in 
breadth. Two upright stones, measuring respec 
tively 3 ft. 6 in. and 3 ft. 4 in. from the surface of 
the ground, mark the entrance. On each side of 
the entrance, which has a gradual descent into the 
interior, are large erect stones. The road which 
led into these remains appears to have taken a 
northerly direction, in which case it might have 
connected this group with those already described. 

Within the enclosure are two circular huts and 
one oblong building. The smaller abode is 18 ft. 
6 in. in diameter. Where the wall does not nestle in 
the surrounding wall it is between 7 and 8 ft. thick. 
This hut is interesting, because it has a fire-place, 
nearly in its centre, sunk into the ground, and con-" 
sisting at present of four stones forming the end 
and two sides of the fire-place. It descends into 
the ground to about 2 it., its dimensions are 2 ft. by 
i ft. 6 in. The side opposite the entrance had no 
stones along it, and here there probably was an air 
funnel for igniting the fire. The fire-place would 
thus form a kind of furnace. On clearing it out, 
quantities of slag were found in it, mixed with bits 
of charcoal, and peat ashes. The mould was dark, 
as if burnt. All around this fire-place slag was 
found, and undoubtedly it was used as a smelting 
furnace. Contrivances of this kind for extracting 
metals even now exist in the huts of the tribes of 
Central Asia. Close to the wall on the floor of this 
hut there was a large hearthstone, 5 ft. 6 in. by 3 ft.
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7 in. in dimension ; the ashes from this stone were 
swept aside and left to accumulate, and they formed 
a large heap. Whatever people last occupied the 
hut were of untidy habits.

The large hut was 27 ft. in diameter. In its 
centre were two large stones, sunk into the ground; 
and if this building were covered, these stones 
might have supported props or beams, upon which 
the rafters supporting the roof rested. For the dis 
tance of 21 ft., commencing at the western entrance 
and following the wall, is a rude pavement, varying 
in breadth from 3 ft. to 6 ft. The only objects of 
interest found in this compartment were a rather 
large piece of crystal, nearly as transparent as glass, 
and a spindle whorl.

The third hut in this enclosure was an oblong, 
16 ft. by 10 ft. A piece of flint, scoria, charcoal, 
and peat ashes, and quantities of broken stones 
with rounded surfaces (see figure) were discovered 
in this hut. If the inhabitants used heated stones 
for the purpose of cooking their food and boiling 
their water, in the absence of good crockery ware, 
as was the custom with primitive man, this will 
account for the large quantity of these fragmentary 
stones. It was believed that the spoils of the chase 
were cooked in early times by heaping hot stones 
round the carcases, and thus forming a kind of rude 
oven in which joints were cooked.

CIVILISATION OF THE HUT INHABITANTS.

This last-mentioned ancient homestead contained 
much that is suggestive of the state of the people 
who occupied these circular huts. Apparently they 
were acquainted with a simple process of smelting 
minerals, and the whorl would indicate that they 
knew something about weaving. But whether these 
arts were confined to the latest inhabitants of the 
cyttiaii or not, I cannot say.
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Numbers of querns 
covered in these huts. 
farm, in the parish of 
group of these ancient 
flint arrow-heads, and

or handmills, have been dis 
The tenant of Bodfeirig 

Llandegai, on clearing a 
buildins awa discovered 
several and grain 

these mills
querns

crushers. He had broken up some of 
of olden time, and built up several in the walls of 
his fields, but I sketched specimens of both kinds, 
and these drawings I have in my possession.

The most primitive appliance for converting grain 
into flour was the crusher. It consisted of a large 
heavy stone with a concave surface, as the 
nether stone, the grain placed on this stone 
was crushed by another stone so formed as to be 
easily passed backwards and forwards, and turned 
round. This muller consequently was a cylindrical 
stone. Appliances of this kind have been used and 
are still employed among uncivilized tribes in all 
parts of the world ; there is therefore no doubt that 
they were corn grinders. The stones used for the 
purpose were generally of a gritty nature, and in 
Wales they were often of a hard conglomerate kind 
of stone.

The corn crusher was succeeded by hand mills 
or querns. These are very plentiful and often are 
somewhat highly ornamented. The use of the quern 
to grind corn was not discarded until a compara 
tively late period. Its use is embodied in a Welsh 
proverb :  

" Tia retto'r og rheded y freuan." 
As long as the harrow, so long will the quern run.

Notwithstanding the help rendered by the proverb 
to perpetuate the use of the quern, the harrow has 
survived its old companion the quern, which has 
been discarded.

But to return to these ancient abodes. The 
general plan of all was the same, but diversity of 
internal arrangement is perceptible. Thus the plan
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of the group at the foot of Voel Rhiwen, in Llan- 
ddeiniolen parish, shews certain peculiar features, 
such as concentric walls (see plan), the space be- 
tween which and the inner wall is divided by inter 
secting walls into three compartments ; but in their 
present ruinous condition no outlet to them could 
be discovered. The apartments, which are eight 
in number, completely surround the internal area, 
into which, with one exception, they all open ; the 
exception is a room that opens into another room. 
The apartment opposite the general entrance is an 
oblong. The length of this enclosure is 144 feet, 
breadth 113 feet. Branching from it are walls, that 
connect the structure with two outlying buildings.

More need not be said of these remains. Wher 
ever found they possess common features. The 
most ancient are the circular, or ovoidal ; those in 
which oblong and quadrangular buildings occur 
shew the influence of Roman architecture on the 
occupants of these huts, or that the huts had 
been renovated or improved in somewhat modern 
times.

In the most ancient huts stone implements only 
have been found, and I have seen a stone hammer 
which was well formed, and had had care bestowed 
upon its construction, which had been picked up 
in one of these huts ; but generally the stone 
utensils discovered in these huts are rude, with no 
attempt at ornamentation, and no pottery has been 
found in the most ancient remains.

Then another kind of civilization is reached, 
which has left its traces behind in bronze imple 
ments, celts, etc., and the remains of a rude kind of 
pottery, out of which small cups were made. Evi 
dence, indeed, is not wanting to prove successive 
occupation of these huts, and Roman coins have 
been discovered in them, either carried there by the 
natives or by the Romans themselves.
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HILL FORTIFICATIONS.

Reference has been made to the hill fortifications 
within access of the inhabitants of these huts. All 
along the Carnarvonshire hills and elsewhere these 
camps are to be met with. Thus, beginning at 
Conway : 

CoiiK'ay Town Hill, which lies in the direction of 
Penmaenmawr, has its strongly fortified camp. 
Within this camp are to be seen the foundation 
stones of circular huts ; the hill itself is strewn with 
early remains.

Penmaenmawr is a veritable fortress, and contains 
innumerable circular pits. The neighbourhood 
abounds with circles of stone and other prehistoric , Jti
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remains. j LIBRARY. I
Pencaer Helen overlooks ancient Conovium on the 

Conway river. This camp has within it several 
large circles, the remains of the dwellings of the 
occupants of the camp. The circumstance that 
attaches interest to this fortification is the manner 
in which the most accessible approaches are pro 
tected by fixed upright stones with sharp points, 
which could not be avoided in the dark, and even in 
daylight caution is required to avoid a fall.

Between this camp and Treceiri, the most famous 
of all the Carnarvonshire hill fortresses, are several 
smaller ones. Treceiri is a fortified town. Innu 
merable circular and quadrangular abodes are within 
the circuit of its walls. Its extent is so great that 
it could have given shelter and protection to the 
country for miles round. Its fair state of preserva 
tion is due to its distance from human abodes and 
to its inaccessibility. A day spent in going to this 
prehistoric mountain fortress would be a day well 
spent.
v GENERAL REVIEW.

A few only of these ancient homesteads and forti 
fications have been explored. A few earnest workers 
have done a little with pickaxe and shovel, and we
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are indebted to them for the services they have ren 
dered. The work, however, of careful investigation 
of these remains in various parts of Wales has not 
been systematically taken in hand by competent 
persons. I know of a veritable town of circular 
huts that has never been described, and perhaps 
has never had only a few casual visitors. Tumuli 
have been desecrated for the urns they contained. 
Cathedrals, churches, and castles are visited by 
numerous sight-seers, and antiquaries wrangle over 
Roman roads, whilst they have neglected the most 
interesting remains that have reached our days  
the abodes of the people of prehistoric times. Per 
sonally, I am not sorry that they have been neglected, 
for when I see an ancient stone implement in a 
museum or private collection, and eagerly ask where 
it was found, no one can tell me. The real value 
of such remains is enhanced a hundred-fold when 
it is known where, and under what circumstances, 
they were discovered. Private owners of stone 
relics I meet with, time after time, who are unable 
to give the history of the treasures they possess. 
The intrinsic value of their treasures is lost when 
it is not known whence they came ; but when the 
finds are associated with the place of discovery, 
knowledge is increased. Querns I have seen in 
many places, lying about, or, as at the Post-office 
by Cann office, forming rests for the pillars of the 
door porch, without any history attached thereto  
I am, therefore, with these circumstances before my 
eye, not displeased that the ancient homes of the 
ancient people that have bequeathed their history 
to us in these truth-telling relics, have not been pil 
laged by mere collectors of curiosities. A syste 
matic exploration of these abodes yet remains to be 
accomplished !


