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I. SCHOOL AND PARISH IN THE 
SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

NOT until the nineteenth century did any of the ten townships' 21 
embraced within the ancient ecclesiastical parish of Sefton 

begin to lose to any extent the rural aspects they had presented 
throughout recorded history, nor did there take place until that 
century, the initial partition of this large parish of some 12,687 
acres. This being so, the church of St. Helen at Sefton throughout 
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries was the parish church 
for the township of Great Crosby, (3) notwithstanding the existence 
in Great Crosby of a chapel of ease dedicated to St. Michael at 
least since early in the sixteenth century. (4) In these circumstances 
it is not surprising to find that the churchwardens' accounts at 
Sefton, which are preserved at the church from 1746, include items 
appertaining to Great Crosby. (5) In these accounts there are two 
groups of entries, the first scattered through the record for 1755-6 
and the second in that of 1810-11, which disclose the perturbation 
into which the affairs of the "free Grammar School" at Great 
Crosby threw the parishioners, and which necessitated the con 
vening of several special parish meetings. Indeed, as will be seen, 
almost from the foundation of the School the parishioners seem 
to have been very jealous of any interference with, or infringement 
of, what they considered to be their status in relation to it. 

The will of the founder, John Harrison, a member of the

111 For other information on the foundation and early history of the School see (i) C. M. Clode, 
Memorials of the Guild of Merchant Taylors of the Fraternity of St. John the Baptist in the City 
of London and of its Associated Charities (London 1875); (ii) T. Goffey, "Notes on the Merchant 
Taylors' Schools at Great Crosby, Lancashire", TRANSACTIONS, Vol. LIV, pp. 131-172; 
(iii) Reverend C. F. Russell, M.A., B.D., F.S.A., "Some early Head Masters at Merchant Taylors' 
School, Great Crosby," TRANSACTIONS, Vol. LXXXVII, pp. 123-130.

121 Sefton, Lunt, Netherton, Ince Blundell, Little Crosby, Thornton, Great Crosby, (Down) 
Litherland, Orrell and Ford, Aintree.

131 The modern parish of St. Luke's, Great Crosby, formed part of Sefton Parish until 1845, 
although baptisms had been performed at the Crosby Chapel since 1749.

111 Duchy Pleadings and Depositions. Record Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, Vol. XXXV, 
p. 4.

151 The author is indebted to the Reverend W. W. Longford, D.D., F.S.A., rector of Sefton, 
for permission to quote as necessary from the Sefton Churchwardens' Accounts.
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Merchant Taylors' Company, dated 15 May 1618, included as 
one of the bequests,

"Item. I give and bequeath unto the Master. Wardens and Assistants, of the 
said Company or Fraternity £500 in money, to the end and intent that they or 
their successors. Master, Wardens, and Assistants of the said Company or 
Fraternity, for the time being, should erect and build up in Great Crosby, in the 
parish of Shefton [sic], in the County of Lancaster, where my father was born, 
within convenient time after my decease, One free Grammar School for the 
teaching, educating, and instructing of children and youth in the grammar and 
rules of learning, for ever, which shall be called by the name of 'The Merchant 
Tailors School, founded at the charge of John Harrison'. And I will that 
the said School shall have continuance for ever of one Master and one Usher, 
and my will and meaning is that the Master, Wardens, and Assistants of the 
said Fraternity for the time being and their Successors, shall be Governors 
of the said Free School for ever, and shall from time to time for ever 
nominate and appoint one sufficient, discreet, learned man to be Master of the 
said School, and one other sufficient, discreet, learned man to be Usher of the 
said School". I6)

The inclusion of the term "free Grammar School" in the will 
affected the demeanour of the local people towards the School for 
at least two centuries. For them the word "free" was all-important. 

March 1621 witnessed the appointment of the first master, the 
Rev. John Kidd, M.A., (7) and December 1622 that of the first 
usher, Thomas Carter. (8) The notification despatched to John 
Kidd by the Company regarding the election of Thomas Carter 
set forth the reasons for his appointment.

"To our loving friend, Mr. John Kidd, Schoolmaster of our free schoole at 
Much Crosby, Lancashire 
These are to certifie you, That we have taken into consideration the benefit that 
maie arrise to the comon of the country and creditt of the Schoole, by the 
ordering and setting a sufficient man to teach such children (whose parents 
are inclined thereunto) to write faire. And for that purpose we have appointed 
Thomas Carter, of whom we have formerlie advertized you, not only to supply 
the place of Usher in the said Schoole. but alsoe to take upon him the whole 
charge and care of instructing the schollers to write, being a thing very needful 
and of great importance in any schoole whatsoever, and to receive the proffitt 
thereof towards his better maintenance of whose sufficiency therein we have 
had good experience and thinke him worthy thereof . . ." I9>

This document certainly authorised Thomas Carter to charge for 
instructing the scholars in writing, but he experienced some difficulty 
in exercising that authority, for within a year of his appointment 
he was constrained to approach his employers on the matter. A 
minute of the Company dated 14 October 1623 reads,

"A letter from Thos Carter, the Co's Usher of their free Grammar School at 
Much Crosby, in Lancashire, was at this Court openly read, Wherein he desireth 
to have some authority from the Company to demand some recompense from 
the parents or friends of such children as desire to be taught the art of writing,

'" Clode, op. cit., pp. 492-3. 
' ;l Ibid., p. 719.
"' Ibid., p. 720. Thomas Carter is said to have been servant to Richard Baldock, Common 

Clerk to the Company. 
'" Ibid., p. 720.
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whereupon consideration being had, It is ordered and agreed that our Master 
and Wardens shall write a letter to the Townsmen of Much Crosby and the 
Inhabitants thereabouts, to signify unto them that it is the Company's order 
that the sd Thos Carter shall demand, quarterly, monthly or weekly such allow 
ance and consideration of the parents or friends of such Scholars or children 
as shall desire to have them taught the art of writing as the said parents and 
friends and the sd Thos Carter shall agree upon, and to refuse to teach such 
as deny to pay anything at all".' 101

We are not told how this dictum of the Company was received by 
the parishioners, or of any effect it may have had upon the fortunes 
of Thomas Carter.

On 25 June 1623 the Court of the Merchant Taylors' Company 
tabled in their minutes details of "the orders for the Companies' 
School at Much Crosby". 111 ' These begin "Articles to be observed 
and fulfilled as well by the Parents and friends of such children as 
are presented to be freelie taught in the School of Much Crosby, 
in the County of Lancaster, belonging to the Co of Merchant 
Tailors, as also by the Schoolmaster, Usher, and Scholars there...." 
Of these rules, three only need be mentioned. The first for parents 
and friends read, "You are to present male children only to be 
freelie taught in this School". The second stated "that the inhabi 
tants of Much Crosby as well as others shall be content to pay 
unto the Schoolmaster for the admission of every Scholar, and 
writing his name in the Register, 12d." No distinction was to be 
made, therefore, between the children of Great Crosby and those 
from other townships. Article 1 of those for the master and 
usher enjoined them that, "if the offerere be content with these 
Articles, and a child allowable by the same, he shall be admitted 
into the School for a free Scholar, otherwise not".

The will of John Harrison provided for rents and profits from 
specified properties in London to be earmarked for the main 
tenance and continuance of the School, and for the salaries of the 
master and usher at the rates of £30 and £20 per annum respec 
tively. (12) According to Clode, however, the Great Fire of London 
destroyed the specified houses in 1666, and monies were not again 
forthcoming for these purposes until 1692. By that time the situa 
tion had improved a little, so that salaries on a reduced scale were 
authorised, but not until 1752 do the pre-1666 stipends seem to 
have been restored.* 131 The adverse effect of the Great Fire upon 
the fortunes of the School was recorded by Bishop Gastrell about 
1718, but he implies that the stipends to both master and usher 
should have been available in full as early as 1737.

"The Free Gram[mar] School here (being a large stone building) with a house 
adjoining for the use of the Master, was founded by John Harrison, Mercht 
Taylour in Lond[on] who by his Will left £55 p[er] an[num] viz. £30 to a Master, 
£20 to an Usher and £5 for repairs. Ever since the Fire of Lond[on] in 1666 
the £20 to the usher hath been withdrawn by the Mercht Tayl[ors] Comp[any]

1101 Clode, op. cit., p. 
1111 Ibid., pp. 721-2. 
1181 Ibid., pp. 492-3. 
<"" Ibid., p. 494.

722.
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(who are Governours of the School, pay the Sall[ary] and name the Master). 
Some of the Houses on wch the Stip[end] was settled being burnt: But about 
19 years hence, tis said the money will come in again, and an Usher be fixed". 1141

John Kidd, the first master, apparently received in addition to 
his salary from the Company a payment from the people of Great 
Crosby, ostensibly for educational purposes, by virtue of his 
position as incumbent of Crosby Chapel. An inference to this 
effect is contained in a record of July 1629 when Kidd was both 
master and incumbent.

"Wee have had the Rowles of our Towne court searched and can fynde there no 
records concerneing any Chappell Stocke but onely of xxijs rent yearely to 
be paid out of certaine lands to the use of the Chappell of Much Crosbie. 
Concerneing the electing and hyring of a Reader at the said Chappell wee have 
bene accustomed to choose one by foure sworne men of the Towne and then to 
present him unto the Rector of the parishe: and being by him allowed wee paid 
him such wages as wee could agree with him for to read prayers in the Chappell 
and to teach our children within the Towne." 1151

It is conceivable, therefore, that the townsfolk of Great Crosby 
considered that the reader, who could be none other than Kidd, 
was under an obligation to furnish some form of scholastic service. 
We can be quite sure they would lose sight neither of this fact, 
nor of the fact that previously the nomination of the reader had 
been their prerogative. It may well be that these recollections 
were in part responsible for the differences which arose between 
them and John Stevens, master in 1651 and 1652. A few months 
after he became master, Stevens in a report to the Company made 
mention of two Statutes exhibited in the School "amongst others 
of good antiquity", one of which reminded the "natives", as he 
chose to term the local people, of the Articles for parents and 
friends quoted above, whilst the second read, "that if their children 
reasonably proved were found unapt to learn grammar, they being 
warned thereof, should willingly take them away". Stevens went 
on to say,

"by the former whereof, I conceive, if I have not lost that little reason I had 
by being there long in so savage a place, their daughters, by the latter, their 
sons, who have not yet learnt perfectly to read English, are excluded, they 
replied, being rustically imperious, that they regarded not founder's or Com 
panies' orders, that it was their free School, and unless I would teach these 
English Scholars they would pull up the School stairs, which they say stand 
upon their ground, and suffer one another to have ingress, egress, or regress 
into the house, but would pluck me out by the ears, and that all the Comps 
in England should not keep any one in here except he were in all things con 
formable to their will. Amazed at this barbarity, I resolved patiently to expect 
your farther pleasures hereon." 1161

Stevens, as master only and not incumbent, was not entitled to the 
reader's allowance. Therefore, if he sought some form of additional

1111 Rt. Reverend Frances Gastrell, D.D., Nolitia Cestriensis, Chetham Society, Vol. XXI, 
p. 221.

1111 Harl. MS. 2176/ff/57/8. 
'"» Clode, op. cit., p. 726.
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remuneration from the parents, it is possible, judging by the tone 
of his report, that they reminded him in no uncertain terms of 
their disinclination to pay both master and reader for what, in 
their view, was an equivalent service. However this may be, his 
report illustrates vividly the general attitude of the parishioners 
towards "their free school".

II. THE MYSTERIOUS AFFAIR OF 1755-1758

In 1828 the School was visited by the Charity Commissioners, 
and their report,* 17) though mainly concerned with the circum 
stances of the School in the time of Matthew Chester, then master, 
furnishes some information on the situation prior to his appoint 
ment in 1788. The relevant extract reads,

"When Mr. Chester first came to the school he taught grammar and Latin (for 
which there was then some little demand) and reading, writing and accounts, 
without making any charge. The former master used to charge for the little 
boys till they could read in the Testament. If after that they were taught 
only reading and grammar, they paid nothing, but if they were taught writing 
or accounts, they paid accordingly."

It is apparent, therefore, that before 1788 a fee-paying system was 
in being. Chester's predecessor was the Reverend Wilfred Trout- 
beck, but in 1758, three years before he was appointed, fee-paying 
may have been a major issue in the parish.

In their accounts for 1755-6, William Harrison of Great Crosby 
and William Abram of Thornton (as deputy for Lawrence Blundell 
of Little Crosby), churchwardens at Sefton, scheduled these out- 
payments: 

"Spent at two meetings about Crosby School 0 : 7
To Mr. Roe' 18 ' for Crosby School Petition ' 1 : 11
To three journeys about the same 0 : 3

No specific dates are inserted against these items, but the entry 
referring to the two meetings lies between the record of a payment 
for bread and wine on Christmas Day 1755 and that noting the 
sum given to the ringers on New Year's Day 1756. The other 
entries appear amongst the additional accounts compiled for the 
period "Easter to the Court", and precede an item dated 2 May 
1756. The question naturally arises as to why the parishioners 
deemed it necessary to seek the advice of Mr. Roe and hold two 
parish meetings, presumably within one month of the death of the 
Reverend Anthony Halsall, who had been master of the School and 
incumbent at Crosby since 1730 and 1733 respectively. (19)

If one is to rely upon Clode, it was not until 1753 that the full

<17f Endowed Charities, County of Lancaster, Reports of Commissioners, 1819-1837, pp. 147-8.
1 "' No doubt William Rowe, Attorney-at-Law, of John Street, Liverpool. Liverpool's First 

Directory (1766), p. 18.
""Anthony Halsall was buried at Sefton, 8 December 1755. Lancashire Parish Register 

Society, Vol. LXXXVI, p. 307. TRANSACTIONS, Vol. LXXXVII, pp. 123-130.
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salary was restored to the master, that is two years before Anthony 
Halsall died.' 201 It is possible that to supplement the deficiency 
a scale of fees for teaching the scholars had been introduced. If 
Halsall persisted in demanding fees after the resumption of the 
full salary payments to him, it would indeed be most surprising if 
the "rustically imperious natives" had not pressed for the abroga 
tion of any such system that might have been in force. That they 
would have been well acquainted with the facts is unquestionable. 
On 20 September with Halsall's full approval the Court of Assis 
tants of the Merchant Taylors' Company appointed the Reverend 
Edward Owen, M.A., (211 of Jesus College, Oxford, as usher, and in 
so doing probably aggravated an already delicate situation. For 
some months, no doubt, the parishioners had restrained their im 
patience in the hope that satisfactory adjustments would be made, 
but when neither the master nor the Company showed signs of 
granting what they considered to be their legitimate demands, it is 
probable that they vented their indignation in parish meetings. There 
is, however, no direct evidence that the petition referred to in the 
accounts concerned the question of fees, and it is possible that 
the parish meetings and the petition were directed towards influen 
cing the Company in the choice of a successor to Anthony Halsall. 
It is known that efforts to this end were made locally on two other 
occasions. Nicholas Blundell the Diarist related how, on 25 Novem 
ber 1711, he visited "Parson Wairing", as he termed him, in Great 
Crosby and "signed a petission to the Company of Merchant- 
Taylors in London in behalf of Mr. Gerard Wairing that he might 
suckseed his father", (22) and later, Matthew Chester, when he 
aspired to the post in 1788, submitted a testimonial "from the 
major part of the inhabitants of Great Crosby". 1231

Edward Owen succeeded Anthony Halsall as curate at Great 
Crosby, (24) but not as master. He was interested in the vacancy, 
for the Court of Assistants on 11 February 1756(25) considered 
petitions and testimonials on behalf of four candidates, Robert 
Chapman, Thomas Mercer, (26) John Norcross (27) and Edward

"" Clode, op. cit., p. 494.
1211 This and the other facts taken from the Minute Book and Letter Books of the Merchant 

Taylors' Company are given here by courtesy of the Master and Wardens. The author is grateful 
for the assistance given by the Clerk of the Company, Evan M. James, Esq., M.A.

Foster, Alumni Oxonienses, p. 1050. Edward Owen, son of David of Llangurig, Co. Mont 
gomery: pleb. Jesus Coll. Oxford: Matric. 22 March 1745-6, aged 17: B.A. 1749: M.A. 1752: 
master of the Free Grammar School, Warrington and rector, 1767: Died 1807.

'"' TRANSACTIONS, Vol. LXXXVII, p. 127. Also Margaret Blundell, Blundell's Diary and Letter 
Book, 1702-1728, p. 81, Liverpool University Press, 1952.

iasl Inf., p. 138.
1241 Bishop's Act Book, 22 April 1756 "Edward Owen A. M. was by Commission Licenced 

by the Revd Mr Archdeacon Ward to the Chapel of Great Crosby void by the death of Anthony 
Halsall Clerk the late curate at the nomination of Thomas Egerton M.A. Rector of Sephton". 
The references to entries in the Bishop's Visitation and Act Books which are mentioned were 
located in the W, E. Gregson Papers, now in the Liverpool Athenaeum. These were placed at 
the service of the author by courtesy of the Committee and Master.

{£5) Minute Book of the Merchant Taytors' Company.
""' Inf., Part III.
'"' Venn, Alumni Cantabrigienses, Pt. 1, p. 262, John Norcross, adm. Sizar (aged 19) at St. 

John's, 1 April 1747: son of John Norcross (perpetual curate of Horwich, headmaster of Rivington 
School, Lanes. 1729-1765): born at Rivington: educated under his father: matric. 1747: B.A. 
1750: master of the Grammar School at Ormskirk, 1754: succeeded his father as schoolmaster 
of Rivington, 1765-1789 and as perpetual curate of Horwich, 1765-1788.
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Owen. The minute book of the Company does not give details 
of the petitions and testimonials except in the case of Thomas 
Mercer, who was "recommended by the parishioners of Sefton", 
where he had served as a clergyman for thirteen years. This local 
support however, was not sufficient to weigh the balance in his 
favour. The successful candidate was the Reverend John Nor- 
cross, master of the Grammar School at Ormskirk. Norcross 
was appointed in February; the three journeys concerning the 
petition took place either at the end of April or at the beginning 
of May. Therefore it is possible that the parishioners were con 
cerned about the Company's failure to elect the nominee of the 
parish. That a hitch did arise about the selection of John Norcross 
is apparent from subsequent developments. (28) At first Norcross 
undoubtedly intended to take up the duties of master at Crosby. 
In May 1756 he wrote to the Company from Ormskirk regarding 
repairs to the school buildings. In October of that year, however, 
Owen was still in control of the School, for he wrote to London 
about the repairs, and in December complained to the Company 
that the School was suffering from the absence of Norcross. The 
Company thereupon wrote to Norcross at Ormskirk seeking an 
explanation. Maybe the hostile views of the parish caused Nor 
cross to reflect upon the situation with which he would have to 
contend. Unfortunately the records of the Company do not 
assist in either supporting or denying this speculation. In the 
meantime, owing to Norcross's non-attendance, the usher, Edward 
Owen, continued in charge, but in the following December, due 
to his nomination to the Free School at Warrington, (29) Owen 
gave notice to the Company of his intention to leave at Christmas 
1757. This made it essential for something to be done quickly so 
as to ensure that the School at Crosby would not be without both 
master and usher. Accordingly, Owen was requested to seek the 
best person he could to teach there for the ensuing three months. 
He chose the Reverend Thomas Mercer, and to him the Clerk 
wrote in February 1758, and in the month following, asking him 
to continue as master until midsummer. In the end he remained 
at Crosby until the end of the year. The new master, Wilfred 
Troutbecic, who was elected 8 November, assumed the post at 
Christmas.

To complete this story of the hiatus between the death of Halsall 
and the accession of Troutbeck it should be mentioned that though 
Owen severed his connection with the Crosby School at Christmas 
1757, he continued as curate at least until the summer of the fol 
lowing year. In her will' 301 dated 23 August 1758 Catherine Halsall, 
sister of Anthony, bequeathed "my tenement in Lunt and Sephton 
Meadows lying in the parish of Sephton commonly called or known

(28) The account which follows is based on entries in letter books of the Merchant Taylors' 
Company.

1181 Liverpool Chronicle, Friday 11 November 1757 "Last Friday was nominated to the Free 
School of Warrington the Reverend Mr Edward Owen M.A. late of Crosby near this town".

'*" In Lancashire Record Office.
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by the name of Parkes Tenement unto Edward Owen Clerk curate 
of Great Crosby aforesaid".

III. THOMAS MERCER

Thomas Hodgkinson Mercer was baptised at Preston Parish 
Church on 6 November 1710. m) His father, the Reverend John 
Mercer, M.A., (32) rector of Eccleston, had married Mary Hodkin- 
son of Preston at Walton-Ie-Dale on 13 September 1708. (33) 
Thomas attended Manchester Grammar School under Mr. Brook, 
and matriculated to Cambridge. He was admitted a pensioner 
of St. John's College at the age of eighteen years on 25 March 
1729. 134) In the year following he was appointed curate of Formby 
Chapel in Walton Parish, 135 ' and for a period during his sojourn 
of approximately twelve years there he acted as curate of Altcar 
also. (36) By September 1742 he was signing the register at Sefton 
as curate.*37 ' Thomas Mercer must have married whilst at Formby 
but it has not been possible to establish when or where, and beyond 
the fact that his wife's baptismal name was Ellen, little is known 
about her. They had issue, one daughter and two sons at 
Formby, (38) and a second daughter at Sefton.* 39 ' Of the four 
children of the marriage, 140 ' three were dead by the close of 1777. (41)

As one would expect, the name of Thomas Mercer is attached 
to the majority of the accounts at Sefton throughout his curacy 
there. For a time he was interested in the affairs of the Mock

s " Preston Parish Register, L.R.O.
'-' Victoria County History, Vol. VI, p. 161. Rector of Eccleston, 1706-1736: said to be ot" 

Chester: educated Brazenose College, Oxford: M.A. 1704. The V.C.H. gives his baptismal 
name as Thomas; this is incorrect.

111 Lancashire Parish Register Society, Vol. XXXVII, p. 409. Also Record Society of Lanca- 
sh re and Cheshire, Vol. LXXXV, p. 78. 

"" Venn, op. cit., Ft. 1, Vol. Ill, p. 175. 
"' V.C.H. Vol. Ill, p. 52. Also Formby Register.
") Ibid., p. 225. Thomas Mercer signed the bishop's transcripts of the Altcar Register (in 

L.R.O.) for the years 1735-1741.
"" Lancashire Parish Register Society, Vol. LXXXVI, p. 338; also Caroe and Gordon, Sefton 

(London 1893), p. 88.
i3s) Formby Baptismal Register.

"March 2 1738-9 Sarah daughter of the Revd Mr Mercer and Ellen his wife 
March 16 1739-40 Thomas son of Mr Thos Mercer Curate of Formby and of Ellen his wife

born 
April 16 1740 Thomas son of Mr Thomas Mercer Curate of Formby and of Ellen his

wife baptzd
April 7 1742 Richard son of Mr Marcer Curate"
For these extracts from the Formby Register, the author is indebted to W. Marshallsay, Esq., 

of Formby.
"" Lancashire Parish Register Society, Vol. LXXXVI, p. 96. "Jan 10 1744-5 Margret daughter 

the Revd Thos Mercer Curate at Sefton born December 16". Also there is at p. 79, "Mar 31 1742 
Richard son of the Revd Thos Mercer born at Formby". This entry is noted as being a detached 
item which appears at the foot of the baptismal entries in the first register which terminated 1717; 
obviously inserted after Thomas Mercer became curate of Sefton.

1401 All the several members of the family of Thomas Mercer officiated as witnesses to marriages 
at Sefton. Richard, the younger son, later master of the Standish School, first undertook this 
role when fifteen years old and so acted on seventeen occasions, between 1757 and 1763. His 
sister, Margaret, began to witness in 1757 when twelve years of age only and her name is appended 
to no less thiu fifty-seven entries, thi last dated 6 February 1777, the year in which she died. 
Ibid., passim pp. 149-165.

1111 Ibid, Burials, 
p. 318. "Jan 30 1768 Richard (son the Revd Thos Mercer) late Schoolmr of Standish An'>

Aetat 25"
p. 319. "Jun 28 1769 Sarah daughter the Revd Thos Mercer curate of Sefton" 
p 327. "Oct 5 1777 Margt daughter the Revd Thos Mercer of Sephton"
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Corporation of Sephton for he was nominated as chaplain thereto 
at the meeting held 15 October 1753, the first of which we have a 
record. (42) Due to the connection between the parish church at 
Sefton and the Great Crosby Chapel he must have been closely 
associated with the Halsalls, and on the death of Catherine in 1758 
it was found that she had bequeathed "five guineas apiece to Thomas 
and Margaret children of Thomas Mercer curate of Sephton". (43) 
Although it has been recorded that Mercer's tenure of office at 
Sefton terminated in 1773, (44) this was not so, because it was as 
"Curate" he signed the accounts on 23 May 1777, and in those 
of 1780 there is a note of a payment of ten shillings to "Mr. Mercer 
for collecting 2 Briefs".

The Land Tax assessment of 25 May 1781 reveals he was then 
the tenant of a small property in Lunt for which he was called upon 
to pay Is. 9%d. (K} His curacy at Sefton probably lasted until his 
death on 23 October 1781, (46) and that his life must have been one 
of constant service and devotion to his charge is evident from this 
obituary notice which appeared in the current issue' 4" of William- 
son's Liverpool Advertizer.

"On Tuesday last died at Sefton, aged 74, the Rev Mr Mercer of which place 
he was curate 40 years. He was very assiduous in all the offices of the minis 
terial function. He was a living example of the doctrine of the Christian religion; 
constant in visiting the sick, and enquiring into the state of the poor (whether 
sick or not) whose afflictions he sincerely felt, and either assisted them himself 
or procured them relief from others. He was remarkable for his sobriety and 
peaceable disposition; beloved by his hearers and acquaintance, and even by 
those of a different persuasion, who all lament the loss of a friend so sincere, 
and a well wisher to all mankind."

That Thomas Mercer was not well-to-do would appear to be 
confirmed by the facts that there is no trace of a will in the Lanca 
shire Record Office, nor does his name appear in the intestacy 
records at Somerset House. His widow, Ellen Mercer, continued 
to occupy the same small tenement in Lunt until her death on 
21 January 1787. (48)

IV. WILFRED TROUTBECK

Notwithstanding the fact that Wilfred Troutbeck was curate of 
Great Crosby Chapel for some twenty-four years and as such 
must have played a prominent part in the affairs of Great Crosby,

TRANSACTIONS, Vol. C, p. 79.   
Will of Catherine Halsall, L.R.O. 
Caroe and Gordon, op. cit., p. 88. 
QDL.2/5(65), L.R.O.
His name as curate is appended to the bishop's transcript of the Sefton Register for 1780 

entry in the transcript recording his burial at Sefton on 26 October 1781, reads, "The RevdTh 
Th

relic

Mercer Curate of Sephton".
Thursday, 1 November 1781.
Core's Liverpool General Advertizer, Thursday 25 January 1787, "Sunday died Mrs Mercer
of the Rev Mr Mercer of Sephton''. She was buried at Sefton, 25 January 1787.
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his name appears infrequently in the records of the township. 
What is even more remarkable, Clode and Goffey do not refer to 
him at all although he was master of the School for over a quarter 
of a century.

An entry in the registers of Stanhope, Co. Durham, Parish 
Church describes Wilfred Troutbeck as "of Frosterley" in that 
county, when on 8 January 1751-2 he was married to Margaret 
Todd. (49) No definite connection has been established, but the 
available evidence leads one to suggest that he was associated in 
some manner with Frosterley School, perhaps as master. This 
School owed its foundation to one John Hinks, who by his will 
of 8 January 1735, bequeathed £120 for a free school. It was 
built in 1747 on land donated by Thomas Todd, who with Anthony 
Todd and others subscribed to the endowment. 150 ' Members of 
the Todd family were for many years prominent farmers in the 
Frosterley district. (51) Thus in all probability, Margaret Trout- 
beck, was a relative of Thomas and Anthony Todd, and this family 
tie probably led Wilfred and Margaret to give the name of 
Anthony to one of their sons and Thomas to another. At the 
time of his marriage Wilfred Troutbeck had not entered the min 
istry for it was on 15 October 1752 that he was ordained deacon 
by Edmund Keene, bishop of Chester, and since 1740 rector of 
Stanhope. (S2) For several years thereafter Troutbeck continued to 
reside at Frosterly. When his daughter Anne and his two sons 
James and Anthony were baptized at Stanhope in August 1754, 
October 1755 and June 1758 respectively, he was styled the "Revd 
Mr. Wilfrid Troutbeck of Frosterly". (B3) A third son, Thomas, 
was baptized at Great Crosby on 11 June 1763. (54)

The Court of Assistants of the Merchant Taylors' Company at a 
meeting held 8 November 1758 nominated Wilfred Troutbeck as 
master of the Great Crosby School "on reading his Petition and 
Testimonials".' 551 Unfortunately the minute does not disclose 
who were his sponsors and what were his qualifications for the post. 
That he did not attend either Oxford or Cambridge is fairly certain; 
his name does not appear in Foster or Venn. One month later 
Troutbeck was licensed to Great Crosby Chapel at the nomination 
of the Reverend Thomas Egerton, rector of Sefton. (56) He was 
priested by Richard, bishop of Llandaff on 24 June 1759. (57) His

"" Durham and Northumberland Parish Register Society, Vol. Ill, p. 37.
' so) Victoria County History of Durham, Vol. 1, p. 411.
(51) W. J. Skinner, Esq., headmaster of Frosterley School, has kindly furnished this information. 

He states there are now no records of the school prior to 1868.
"" Bishop's Visitation Book, 1760. TRANSACTIONS, Vol. XCVIII, pp. 84-91.
'"' Anne was baptized August 1754 (date not indicated), James, 14 October 1755 and Anthony, 

18 June 1758. Information kindly supplied by Canon L. Leonard Knightall, M.A., rector of 
Stanhope. The baptismal registers have not been printed as yet.

"" Crosby Chapel Register.
IG;i ' Minute Book of the Merchant Taylors' Company.
" 6 ' Bishop's Visitation Book, 1760. It is also stated therein that Troutbeck subscribed to the 

declaration in the Act of Uniformity before Reverend Abel Ward, archdeacon of Chester, the 
same day as he was licenced to the Crosby Chapel.

>'*'< Ibid.
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appointment as master dated from Christmas 1758. (58) By 4 
February 1759 at the latest he was officiating as incumbent there, 
for on that day he baptized "Ellen daughter of Wm and Margt 
Melling of Great Crosby". 1591 The remark "first by Mr Trout", 
which appears against this entry in the register, infers that the 
clerk was still not thoroughly acquainted with him.

His principal claim to local fame is that within a few years of 
his advent a new Crosby Chapel was erected upon the site of the 
old one. In 1768 a petition from the "Minister Chapel Wardens 
and Inhabitants of the Chapelry of Great Crosby in the Parish of 
Sefton" was submitted "to His Majesty's Justices of Peace Assem 
bled at the General Quarter Sessions of the Peace held at Wigan 
on the eighteenth day of January in the eighth year of the reign of 
His Majesty King George the Third". (60) This document sought 
the approbation and support of the Justices for issue of letters 
patent under the Great Seal to authorise the petitioners to solicit 
donations for the rebuilding and enlarging of the chapel, which, 
in the words of the petition, "is a very antient Structure and through 
length of time is become so Ruinous and Decayd in every part 
thereof that the Inhabitants cannot assemble therein for the Public 
Worship of Almighty God but must be wholly taken down and 
(by reason of the Increase of Inhabitants within the said Chapelry) 
should be greatly enlarged". The estimated cost of the new brick 
building, after a plan prepared by William Everard, 1611 was 
£1,056 17s. Od., less £40 value of the old materials/ 62 ' The petition 
in due course received the blessing of the justices and the approval 
of the king, whereupon letters patent were granted 26 June 1769. (63) 
It is interesting to note that, amongst others of course, the assistance

"" There is a copy of the Book of Common Prayer in the library of the Merchant Taylors' 
Boys' School at Great Crosby, bearing this inscription,

"This Book belonged to the
Revd Wilfred Troutbeck 

Minister of the Chapel of Ease
Great Crosby 

in the parish of Sephton county Lancaster
and

Head Master 
of the Grammar School

there
A.D. 1759"

Affixed to the end paper is a memorandum dated 18 April 1890, which reads, "This volume is 
presented to the Library by Le Chevalier Ch a de W. Stoess, Servian Consul in Liverpool, whose 
late wife was descended from the Rev. Wilfred Troutbeck, the original possessor of the book, 
and formerly Head Master of this School. (Signed) S. C. Armour Head Master". Mrs. Annette 
Stoess, who seems to have been the great grand-daughter of the Reverend Wilfred Troutbeck, 
was born 24 July 1826 and was buried at Melling, 25 September 1852. 

'"' Crosby Chapel Register. 
'"" QSP. January 1768, L.R.O.
1011 Liverpool's Second Directory, 1767, p. 15: "architect and surveyor" of John Street.
'"' QSP. January 1768, L.R.O. The estimate was made up as under:  i s. d.

"Masons' and Bricklayers' Work including Work and Materials 278 6 8
Plumbers' and Glaziers' Work and Materials 108 3 4
Slaters' and Plasterers' Work and Materials ' 141 7 -
Carpenters' and Joiners' Work and Materials 529 - -

1056 17 - 
Old Materials when clear, valued at 40 - -

1016 17 - 

"" Church Brief. B. ix. 3. British Museum.
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of the parishioners of Sefton was invoked, for the churchwardens 
there in that year recorded "to Cash for Collecting Great Crosby 
Brief....5s. Qd". The appeal for aid must have met with a favour 
able response and the work proceeded apace, for on 21 December 
1770 "Thomas Son of John and Katharine Martin of Great Crosby" 
was baptized as "first in the new Chapel". (64) This new building, 
also dedicated to St. Michael, was to serve Great Crosby for over 
eighty years, when in its turn it was demolished and replaced by 
the modern St. Luke's Church on a new but nearby site.

In addition to his offices as master of the School and curate, 
Wilfred Troutbeck became a landowner in the district. He was 
admitted as tenant of the manor of Great Crosby at the Halmote 
Court held 23 November 1759, but this entry refers to the premises 
and lands he was to hold in trust as curate of Crosby. (65) The 
first private transaction, so far located, is in the 1770 roll. (66)

"And whereas Wilfred Troutbeck of Great Crosby aforesd Clerk by and with 
the Approbation and Consent of the said Doctor Thomas Patten hath con 
tracted and agreed with the said Peter Brooks Thomas Patten esq & George 
Heron. All that said small Hay Bay and one shippon with the appurtenances 
situate and being in Great Crosby aforesaid near to the Town Gate there and 
on the East side of the Gate leading from Crosby Free School unto Great 
Crosby aforesaid; and also all that small piece or parcel of Land now used as 
a garden lying and being on the North west side of the Free School in Great 
Crosby aforesaid and containing by estimation seventeen perches of Land of 
the large measure there used or thereabouts be the same more or less together 
with the seat or pew in Great Crosby Chappel now in the possession of the 
said Wilfred Troutbeck as Tenant of the said Doctor Thomas Patten for the 
price or sum of Thirty Pounds."

The "parcel of land" was part of Anthony Halsall's estate as also 
were the Brown Moor Meadow, the Brown Moor Hey and two 
cowgates on Crosby Marsh which Troutbeck purchased from 
George Byrom of Liverpool the year following. (67) In 1774 he 
acquired half an acre in the Lower Soont from Robert Heysham,' 681 
but these specified lands may not have comprised all his holdings 
in Great Crosby judging by the list of properties known to have 
been in the possession of his son, Anthony, in 1791. (69) As Wilfred 
Troutbeck, "Curat", he was assessed for Land Tax to the extent

'"' Crosby Chapel Register.
"5I A messuage with four bays of brick building at the east end, but not the two at the west 

end, the Barn Croft, Backhouse Field, Astmough Croft, Three Moor Heys, the Swarthfield, 
the further Brackenfield, and eight cowgates on Crosby Marsh.

""" DDB1. 47/14, L.R.O.
<« 7 ' DDB1. 47/15, Halmote Court Roll, Great Crosby, L.R.O. Price £170.
"" DDBI. 47/16, Halmote Court Roll, Great Crosby, L.R.O. Price £24.
""»DDB!. 47/18, Halmote Court Roll, Great Crosby, L.R.O. The lands recorded on this 

Roll are: 
acres. roods, perches.

Brown Moor Hey and Brown Moor Meadow - 3 17 
Dewberril Hey, Moss Croft, Brown Moor Hey and five cowgates 52   
Long Halland Keys, Swayrlane, Bull Croft Lunt, Little Halland] 
in Cow Hey Wham, parcel of land in Merry Locks, Newfield in J- 9 
the Swayr and four cowgates. J 
Building or Hay Bay and Shippon near to the Town Gate and on |
the east side of the lane leading from Great Crosby Free School I - - 17 
and a piece or parcel of land used as a garden (Asmoors) situate f 
on the north west side of the Free School. J
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of £1 18j. 2d. in 1781 for his Great Crosby possessions,' 70) but in 
the same year he paid £2 85. Id. for properties he owned in the 
township of MelIing-cum-Cunscough. (71) From the manner in 
which, and the number of times, the words "Mr Troutback" appear 
on the Molyneux Survey Plan of Melling dated 1769, (72) he cer 
tainly possessed much land there, but there is no indication whether 
this was acquired by inheritance or purchase.

Though Troutbeck continued as master of the Crosby School 
until his death in 1787, he resigned the perpetual curacy of Crosby 
on 16 July 1783. (73) The same day the bishop of Chester appointed 
as his successor the Reverend Nicholas Rigbye Baldwin, M.A., 
who at that time was already vicar of Harston in Cambridgeshire, 
rector of Chayleigh in Sussex and incumbent of Haslingden 
Chapel. (74) It may be that Troutbeck resigned the Crosby curacy 
to accommodate Baldwin who, two years before, had married at 
Sefton "Avice Farrington widow", (75) presumably one and the 
same as the "Mrs E Farington widow" who contributed £1 Is. 8rf. 
to the Land Tax Assessment of 1781 for Great Crosby. (76) In 
the schedule for the year following her name does not appear, 
but that of the Rev. Mr. Baldwin does, he being called upon to 
pay £1 5s. (W. (77> Wilfred Troutbeck became curate of Haslingden 
at the same time as Baldwin was licensed to Crosby, (78) but, to 
judge from the almost complete absence of his name from the 
records of that chapel, he rarely attended there. The distance of 
Haslingden from Great Crosby, where he continued to reside, 
would no doubt deter him. It was at Great Crosby that, in the 
words of a Liverpool newspaper, this "Worthy Minister of the 
Gospel" died suddenly on 22 October 1787. (79) His interment 
took place at Melling three days later. (80) His wife, Margaret,

'">' QDL. 2/1, 1781. L.R.O.
1711 QDL. 2/5, 1781. L.R.O.
1721 DDM. 14/44, 1769. L.R.O.
1731 Bishop's Act Books, 16 July 1783.
1741 Venn, op. cit.. Part II, Vol. I, p. 132. Nicholas Rigbye Baldwin: adm. pens, (aged 17) 

at Peterhouse, 27 March 1764: son of Thomas Baldwin, vicar of Leyland, Lanes.: Scholar 1764: 
Matric. Lent 1765 as N. Rigbye: B.A. (6th Wrangler) 1768: M.A. 1771: Fellow 1771: vicar of 
Harston, Cambs., 1775-1783: rector of Chayleigh, Sussex, 1782-1821: minister of Great Crosby 
Chapel, 1783-1817: rector of Llangattock, Brecons., 1785-1810: preb. of St. Paul's, 1792-1824: 
perpetual curate of Newchurch in Rossendale, Lanes., 1803-1824: vicar (and patron) of Leyland, 
1809-1824: a king's preacher in county of Lancaster, 1783 (his successor Reverend N. German. 
M.A., was appointed 24 December 1824, the position being vacant by the death of the Reverend 
Nicholas Rigbye Baldwin). For his incumbency at Haslingden, see V.C.H. Vol. VI, p. 433, 
also H. Stephenson, A Short History of Haslingden Parish Church (Haslingden 1878).

< n > Lancashire Parish Register Society, Vol. LXXXVI, p. 168. "Marriage 14 August 1781, 
N. Rigbye Baldwin of Leyland & Avice Farington, wid." The marriage was noted in Gore's 
Liverpool General Advertizer, Thursday 16 August 1781 "Tuesday was married at Sephton the 
Rev Mr Baldwin Fellow of St. Peter's College Cambridge and vicar of Harston in that County 
to Mrs Farington of Crosby".

1781 QDL. 2/1. 1781, L.R.O.
"" QDL. 3/5. 1782, L.R.O.
(7S) Gore's Liverpool General Advertizer, Thursday 24 July 1783 "Last week the Rev Mr 

Baldwin was collated by the Lord Bishop of Chester to one of his Majesty's preacherships for 
this county; together with the perpetual curacy of the chapel of Crosby. At the same time the 
Rev Mr Troutbeck of Crosby was nominated and licensed to the perpetual curacy of the chape! 
of Haslingden".

(79) WiiHamson's Liverpool Advertizer, Monday 29 October 1787 "Monday evening, died 
suddenly, the Rev. Wilfred Troutbeck, of Crosby, a worthy Minister of the Gospel".

(so) fuelling Chapel Register. For permission to examine and quote as necessary from the 
Melling Registers, the author is obliged to the Reverend E. N. Hayes, B.D., D-6s-L., vicar of 
Melling.
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had predeceased him in 1773. She, too, had been buried at Melling, 
as also had three of the children, Thomas in 1765, James in 1772 
and Anne in 1776. <81) It would indeed be interesting to know why 
Wilfred Troutbeck chose to bury his kin there in preference to 
the parish church at Sefton, as one would have expected. He 
died intestate. Letters of administration were granted to his sole 
surviving child, Anthony, in January 1790, (82) although he had 
already been admitted tenant of the manor of Great Crosby at the 
court held on or about 7 November 1787 as "heir at law to his 
father Wilfred Troutbeck". 1831

Unlike his father, Anthony did not become a minister or a 
schoolmaster. It was as a "mercer and draper" that Gore's Liver 
pool General Advertizer described him in announcing his marriage 
at St. Paul's Church on 6 December 1785 to "Miss Margaret Wain, 
daughter of Mr. Robert Waln". (84) He was a member of the firm 
of Troutbeck and Swainson, men's mercers and woollen drapers, 
of Redcross Street until the partnership was dissolved by mutual 
consent in 1789, (85) after which he continued in business on his 
own account. (86) On 3 June 1787 he was enrolled as a member of 
the Mock Corporation of Sephton "after paying his fees and taking 
the usual Oath". (87) Of the many references made to him in the 
records of that body, the undermentioned extract from the notes 
of the proceedings at Sefton on 18 October 1788 is rather interesting, 
throwing as it does some light on to his character.

"Mr Anthy Troutbeck having bidden 6 Doz & £ bottles of Wine for the nomina 
tion of a Lady patroness was the highest bidder & was pleas'd to name

MISS ROTHWELL, OF SEPHTONE
Mr Troutbeck very generously said that it was foreign from his intention to do 
things by halves therefore beg'd leave to make the number of Bottles 7 Doz., 
which met with the unanimous approbation of the Members, who were pleas'd 
to compliment Mr Troutbeck in the most handsome manner upon the occas- 
sion."' 881

«' Ibid.
'" Somerset House Probate Register. 1789
151 DDB1. 47/22, Halmote Court Roll, Great Crosby, 1787, L.R.O.
'" Thursday 8 December 1785.
8S) Gore's Liverpool General Advertizer, Thursday 19 March 1789 

"Partnership dissolved,
The Woollen Drapery Business hitherto carried on under the Firm of Troutbeck & Swainson, 
was this day dissolved by mutual consent. All persons having any claims on the said Co-partner 
ship are desired to apply to John Swainson and such as are indebted are requested to pay the same 
to either of the said parties, or to Mr James Rothwell, who is duly authorized to receive the 
same. 
21 February 1789. A. Troutbeck. J. Swainson."

'"' Ibid.
"Anthony Troutbeck

Mercer and Woollen Draper.
Returns his most sincere thanks to friends and the public, for the many favours conferred on 
him during the late partnership with Mr Swainson, and begs leave to inform them that he still 
continues the Woollen Drapery business in the shop at the top of Redcross-street, on his own 
account. He has now laid in an elegant assortment of Superfine Cloths, a great quantity of 
Plains, and a fashionable slock of Fancy Waistcoats, &c all of which will be sold on the most 
reasonable terms. AJ1 orders from his friends will be punctually attended to, and gratefully 
acknowledged,

By your obedient servant 
1st March, 1789. A. Troutbeck."

"" Caroe and Gordon, op. cit., p. 174.
" sl Ibid., p. 213.
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In 1793 his wife, Margaret, died' 891 and was buried at Melling, 190 ' 
in the Troutbeck grave. However, Anthony did not remain a 
widower for long. On 9 June 1795 he married Mary Sudell, (91) 
daughter of James Sudell, the well-known Liverpool attorney,' 921 
who had Great Crosby associations and was a churchwarden at 
Sefton in 1778. Anthony, probably having retired from business, 
was described in 1796 as a "gentleman" living in the Haymarket(93) 
and two years later as a resident in Great Crosby. (94) His death 
took place 9 August 1800 at the early age of forty-two years. (95) In 
his will, 1961 proved 7 January 1801, mention is made of freehold lands 
in Melling and copyhold properties in Great Crosby. The exec 
utors disposed of the last mentioned to the highest bidders for the 
benefit of his heirs, (97) and it is probable a like course was followed 
with the Melling lands. By his first wife Anthony had two children. 
Wilfred198 ' and Anne,< 99) and by his second wife, James Sudell.' 100 ' 
The names of several other members of the family appear in the 
Melling register and on the obelisk which surmounts the family 
grave there.

V. DISPUTE ABOUT FEES, 1810-11

The Charity Commissioners' Report of 1828 I101) relates that the 
Reverend Matthew Chester was appointed master in 1788, that he 
then resided in the schoolhouse and was in receipt of £30 a year, 
and that at the time of their visit, the School had been without an 
usher since the death in January 1828 of the son of Mr. Chester. 
It goes on to state that Matthew Chester had amended the practice 
of his predecessor inasmuch as he had made no charge for educating 
the children in a variety of subjects, including writing and arithmetic.

(8U) Gore's Liverpool General Advertizer, Thursday 28 March 1793 "Died yesterday, Mrs 
Troutbeck wife of Mr Anthony Troutbeck".

"' ' Melling Chapel Register.
"" Gore's Liverpool General Advertizer, Thursday 11 June 1795 "The same day [Tuesday 

9 June] at Sephton, Mr Anthony Troutbeck to Miss Sarah [sic] Sudell. daughter of Mr James 
Sudell".

'"" Gore's Liverpool Directory, 1777, p. 77. "attorney 54 Chapel Street."
"" Ibid., 1796.
'" Crosby Chapel Register.
'" Billings's Liverpool Advertizer and Marine Intelligence, Monday 11 August 1800 "Died 

 on Saturday at Crosby aged 42, Mr Anthony Troutbeck."
'" Will in L.R.O.
"' DDB1. 47/22, Halmote Court Roll, Great Crosby, 1802, L.R.O.
"* Born 9 December 1787. His name occurs several times in Liverpool Vestry Books, pp. 

270-330, as sidesman and churchwarden of St. Nicholas, also as a member of the Select Vestry. 
He was a paint, oil and colour manufacturer of Duke Street, Liverpool in 1839 (Gore's Directory, 
p. 415), later of W. Troutbeck & Son, 58 Hanover Street, Liverpool, and Mersey Cottage, Birken- 
head (Ibid. 1847, p. 598). He married one, Mary Brown, and firm became known as Troutbeck 
and Brown, paint manufacturers, 58 Hanover Street (Ibid. 1857, p. 229). He died 8 January 
1868, aged 81, and Mary, his wife, who died 10 October 1866 was buried at Usk, South Wales. 
Both names are inscribed on the Troutbeck obelisk in Melling Churchyard.

Among the W. E. Gregson Papers in the Liverpool Athenaeum, is a copy of a letter dated 
31 August 1849, from Mr. James Gerrard, a chapelwarden of Great Crosby,'to the Reverend 
Chancellor of the Diocese, an extract from which reads, "A few of the pews have names painted 
on them, a few have the same on brass plates inside the doors, of persons principally non-residents, 
who claimed as the owners. One of these names is Wilfred Troutbeck, whether that of a former 
Incumbent, who signed the receipt as per Copy No. 3; or his grandson of the same name, a non 
resident and owning no property in the Chapelry, I cannot tell."

"" Buried at Melling, 21 April 1793, as "Ann Daughter of Anthony Troutback of Liverpoole".
'""" Baptized at Crosby Chapel, 26 April 1798. In 1825, resident in Great Crosby, being 

described as a "gentleman". Balnea Directory and Gazetteer.
(lon Endowed Charities, County of Lancaster. Reports of Commissioners, 1819-1837, pp. 147-8.
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It is apparent from the report that Chester so continued for some 
years until, "as Mr. Chester made no charge for writing or accounts, 
applications were made by boys not of the township of Great 
Crosby but of the neighbouring townships, to be taught free also. 
This claim he resisted, and he insisted that he was bound to teach 
grammar only free, even to those of the township of Great Crosby, 
and he applied to the company for their opinion as to the construc 
tions of the founder's will, and what class of persons were to be 
taught free. In 1811 he received their opinion that he was at 
liberty to charge what he thought fit for writing and arithmetic, 
and that he was only obliged to teach Latin and grammar on 
account of the stipend received from the Company. The opinion 
of the company was made known by printed notices and Mr. Chester 
declared his intention to act upon it; this gave offence, and since 
that time he has had very few scholars, and none learning Latin 
or grammar".

Matthew Chester ceased to furnish the comprehensive "free" 
service to the parish in general in 1803 or 1804. His action must 
have caused resentment locally but any efforts which may have 
been made to compose the matter must have gone on for several 
years, for it was not until 20 November 1810 that John Lurtin, a 
farmer of Great Crosby, communicated with William Blundell, 
lord of the manors of Great Crosby and Little Crosby.

"Sir,
I take the liberty of addressing you in behalf of our free School in Great 

Crosby which privilege we are deprived of by the present master. The School 
was founded about two centuries back in trust of the Merchant Taylors Society 
in London free for the Parish of Sefton. It was handed down by our Ancestors 
that Mr Harrison the founder of the School provided for the teaching educating 
and instructing of Children and Youth in Grammar and the Rules of Learning 
which privilege the whole Parish enjoyd till the present Master a few years 
back deprived the children of Little Crosby of being free and then began to 
charge the children of this Township with Quarterage without showing any 
authority whatever which demand the Inhabitants refused to pay and sent 
their children to other schools.

I likewise refused to pay his demand of two pounds for my youngest son in 
consequence of which he is fixed on me and commenced an action and has 
run it to all the expence he can which no doubt he will take the same measure 
with the rest who have refused to pay him. I have no way of extricating myself 
from the expences he has run to without standing a suit at Law. My Attorney 
informs me if I stand the trial there is not a doubt of him being cast as the case 
is so clear but advises me not to stand a suit for so small a sum but thinks 
it wrong there never was an instance of the kind done that an institution of this 
kind was taken away at the will of the School Master for no other reason than 
he is not satisfyed with the Salary.

This I have taken the liberty of making you aquainted with as it is intirely 
in the power of the Lord of the Manor to apply of the Trustees for information 
whether the Schoolmaster can deprive the Parish of their rights and their 
children of education.

Am Sir
Your Obt Sevt

John Lurtin"' 102 '

"° 8 > DDB1. 12/57, L.R.O. The outer cover or the letter is addressed "William Blundell, 
esq. Crosby Hall", and to the side "Lurtin c/o Gt Crosby School".
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At, or about the same time, the parish moved into action. In 
their accounts for 1810 the churchwardens, William Whitehead 
and John Eccleston, noted, "Spent at a Parish Meeting Con 
cerning Crosby School..... .£1 : 0 : 0". Expenditure of such
magnitude for a parish meeting is, in itself, indicative of the good 
attendance one would expect such an issue to command.

A Statement of Account,' 103) rendered to the trustees of the 
Crosby School by Statham and Hughes, attornies, of 11 Exchange 
Buildings, Liverpool, (104) continues the story. The first three 
items read,

"Writing Agent enclosing letter from Mr Blundell to the Society of Merchant 
Taylors with Petition to them from the Parishioners of Sefton to direct them 
and the Master of the School as to their future conduct under the will of a 
Mr Harrispn who established the school for the Education of the Children of 
the Parishioners free of all expence the Master having refused to admit such 
scholars without being paid for their instruction and requesting him to present 
same to the Society .......................................... 5 : 0
Agent attending to present and writing Liverpool hereon.......... 6:8
Attendances at Merchant Taylors Hall and Letters to Liverpool
thereon .................................................... 13 : 4"

The letter of Mr. Blundell cannot be located in the archives of the 
Company today, but, as the following minute shows, the petition 
of the parishioners was considered by the Court of Assistants at 
a meeting held on 20 February 1811.' 105 '

"A Petition was read from the Parishioners of Sefton in Lancashire in the words
following, viz:

"To the Honourable Society of Merchant Tailors.
The humble Petition of the Parishioners residing in the Parish of Sefton
in the County of Lancaster
Humbly sheweth:
That in the year 1620 or thereabouts a School was established in Great
Crosby by a Mr Harrison for the educating of the children of the
Parishioners of the said Parish of Sefton with certain allowances for the
Master.
That since that period* and until about seven years last past the children
of the said Parishioners have been educated in the rules of grammar,
arithmetic and writing free of expence.
That for the last seven years the present master, the Revd. Matthew
Chester, has refused to admit into the said School and educate in the
rules of arithmetic and writing the children of the said Parishioners unless
paid an annual sum for the same and has commenced an Action at Law,
against one of your Petitioners to recover what he pretends to have a
right to claim as a compensation for the Instruction of his child.
Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will be pleased to peruse
and consider the will and Parchments relating to the Foundation of the
said School and give such directions to your Petitioners and the said
Master of the said School for their future conduct as you may think just
and reasonable."

"Ordered that an answer be returned to the above Petition stating that 
under Mr Harrison the Founder's Will, the Master of the Great Crosby

u»:i DDB1. 46/90, L.R.O. See Appendix. The names of the trustees of the Crosby School 
are not disclosed and the document is not dated, but in all probability was issued late in 1811. 

Il°" Gore's Liverpool Directory, 1811, p. 228. 
11081 Minute Book of the Merchant Taylors' Company.
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School is only bound under his stipend from this Company as Patrons 
of the School and Trustees of the Fund to teach Latin and Grammar 
and that therefore the Company consider Mr. Chester or the Master of 
the School for the time being at liberty to charge what he thinks fit for 
teaching Writing or Arithmetic or any other Branch of Science or Learning 
not specified in Mr. Harrison's Will."

The trustees and parishioners did not accept this as final. On 
29 May 1811 Statharn and Hughes interviewed John Lurtin in 
order that he might supply additional information, "relative to 
the School" (106) Their London agent was requested to obtain an 
abstract of Harrison's will, and on receipt of it, a further consul 
tation took place as is indicated by a charge of 6s. 8d. for "Attending 
advising and taking instructions for Case for the opinion of Counsel 
as to the Masters right to Charge for teaching writing and arith 
metic". (107) Counsel first consulted was Fletcher Raincocke,' 108 ' 
then residing at 54 Rodney Street, Liverpool. A second opinion 
was taken, hence the entry "Perusing and considering Mr Rain- 
cocks opinion and advising them when it was considered advisable 
to take the opinion of Mr Scarlet". (109) For this purpose a fair 
copy of the case was prepared and despatched by Hughes and 
Statham to their agent together with the opinion of Mr. Raincocke, 
the cost of the "Carriage thereof to Town" being four shillings.' 110 ' 
Mr. Scarlett's' 111 ' opinion is not recorded. It can only be surmised 
that he confirmed the unfavourable view given initially by Mr. 
Raincocke, for no further action appears to have been taken fol 
lowing upon the "Perusing and considering of Mr Scarlets opinion 
and attending advising thereon". (112) Statham and Hughes called 
upon the trustees to foot their bill of £12 9s. 8J., although it would 
appear that William Blundell accepted liability.' 113)

Meantime, the suit commenced by Matthew Chester against 
John Lurtin must have taken its course, with sorry results to Lurtin. 
On 9 September 1811, Thomas Harrison and William Sutton, then 
churchwardens, wrote these ominous words, "Paid John Lurtin 
his expences for standing up for the School at Crosby by the Order 
of the Parish..... .£15 :4 : 7". Clearly the master won the day,
but it was a pyrrhic victory. The concluding portion of the Report 
of the Charity Commissioners reads,

"In March 1828 he had 21 boys in the school who attended very irregularly; 
these children are of the class of the labouring poor belonging to the township, 
and are taught reading without any charge, some of them from their first letters. 
Four or five of them were learning writing and accounts, and if their parents 
had been able to pay, the master would have made a charge for teaching them, 
but in fact none of them did pay, except one boy not belonging to the township,

" Statement of Account Appendix. 
" Ibid.
" Core's Liverpool Directory, 1810, p. 203. 
11 Statement of Account Appendix. 11 Ibid.
1 No doubt, James Scarlett, 1st Baron Abinger (1769-1844), born in Jamaica, 13 December 

1769. D.N.B., Vol. XVII.
Statement of Account Appendix.
The Statement of Account is endorsed at the foot, "settled in the will[?l Wm. Blundell, esq."
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from whom the master received 6d. a week. A charge of 2s. 6d. for entrance, 
and the same sum for firing is made annually. These payments were formerly 
Is. each, but were increased by the present master; the greater part of the boys 
pay these sums, but some of the poorest do not. A committee of the company, 
consisting of the master, one of the wardens, and the clerk, visited the school 
in 1822, but they made no alteration in the existing regulations."' 114 '

VI. JOHN LURTIN

John Lurtin was of a family long associated with Sefton Parish 
and particularly with the township of Great Crosby. Back in the 
fifteenth century Nicholas Lurting is named in a document which 
concerned the boundary between the two Crosby townships. (115) 
On 2 January 1558-9 Sir Richard Molyneux of Sefton granted a 
lease in respect of a messuage "in Liverpole and Liverpole Fyelds" 
to John Lurtyng, smith, of Much Crosby.' 116' The Book of the 
Town's Stock of Great Crosby of July 1629, (117) speaks of another 
Nicholas Lurting who held £3 1 Is. 4d. worth of the Stock for the 
use of which he paid 6s. 4d. rent, whilst Anne Lurting, widow, 
presumably his mother, dwelt in the house adjoining "one lytle 
bay of buildings anciently belonging for a minister there to dwell". 
In 1684 Thomas Lurting of Great Crosby, with several other persons 
from that township, refused to pay the church ley, in his case 
Is. 5%d., consequent upon a dispute which had arisen between 
the churchwardens and the then William Blundell of Little Crosby, 
as to the liability of the parish in general for the constructional 
costs of a new road leading to the lord's mill at Sefton. 1118' These 
stray notices are but typical of the many references to members of 
the Lurtin or Lurting family in the local records. No less than 
one hundred and six entries in the Sefton Registers between 1597 
and 1783 include this surname.

The John Lurtin who participated in the events of 1810-11 was 
baptized at Crosby Chapel 5 April 1761, <119) his father William 
Lurty [sic] husbandman, having married Margaret Naylor, spinster, 
at Sefton 17 August 1760. (120) In 1781 William Lurting paid 
£1 6s, 2d. towards the Land Tax Assessment for Great Crosby: 1121 ' 
thus he was certainly one of the more important copyholders in 
that township. Subsequently he seems to have become an absentee 
landlord, for in 1790 his lands there are shown as being tenanted 
by one Richard Weston, 1122 ' and it was as "of Altcar" that the 
clerk at Sefton described him when noting his burial there on 
19 February 1801. It is logical to assume therefore that his son 
John spent a goodly portion of his life outside the parish, and this

Endowed Charities, Report of Commissioners, pp. 147-8. 
" Lands. MS. 559, f. 74b. 
" DDM. 39/106, L.R.O. 
" Harl. MS. 2176, ff. 57/8. 
"DDB1. 31/5, L.R.O. 
9) Crosby Chapel Register.
 ' Lancashire Parish Register Society, Vol. LXXXVI, p. 152. 
"QDL. 1781, L.R.O. 
" QDL. 1790, L.R.O.
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may account for the fact that there is no record of his marriage at 
Sefton. He may have been the John Lurtin, corn factor, who is 
known to have been residing in Hunter Street, Liverpool, in 1792. (123) 
Whether such be the case or not, he had returned to Great Crosby 
by 1806 as a farmer.' 1241 For a number of years subsequent to 
1810 his signature appeared amongst those appended to the church 
wardens' accounts at Sefton, and his name is included in a "List of 
Freeholders voting for Lord Stanley, June 22nd 1818". (125) John 
Lurtin was but fifty-eight years of age when he was buried at Sefton 
on 27 November 1819. An extract from his will1126' proved 
21 April 1820 reads, "I give devise and bequeath unto my beloved 
wife Elizabeth Lurtin the whole of my property comprising all my 
household furniture with all my Live and Farming stock to be by 
her disposed of as she may judge proper and for her sole use". 
His widow continued to reside in Great Crosby, and at the time 
of the Tithe Award in 1842 she was scheduled as the occupier of a 
cottage in Out Lane, now Victoria Road, and also as the owner 
of some twenty-four acres of land in the township. (127) On 11 
September 1845 she too was buried at Sefton.

Neither the Sefton nor Crosby baptism register records the 
birth of children to John and Elizabeth, but in the letter addressed 
to the lord of the manor, John Lurtin spoke of "my youngest son". 
On the 6 November 1815 a John Lurtin Junr. was one of the witnesses 
to the marriage at Sefton of William Walsingham Beazley, gentle 
man, to Margaret Lurtin. Probably both bride and witness were 
children of John and Elizabeth Lurtin, particularly when it is 
recalled that the baptismal name of the paternal grandmother was 
Margaret. Moreover, on 14 March 1814, a Robert Lurtin of Great 
Crosby, aged eighteen years, was interred at Sefton. There is no 
reason to think that another Lurtin family lived in Great Crosby 
at that time, and it would therefore appear that Margaret, John 
Junr., and Robert were children of John and Elizabeth. In that 
event, Robert would probably be the "youngest son" for whose 
education Matthew Chester required two pounds.

VII. MATTHEW CHESTER

Matthew Chester was usher of the Great Crosby School from 
July 1787 until 6 February 1788, when he was elected master "on 
the recommendation of the major part of the inhabitants of Great 
Crosby and the testimonial of the Master of the free School at 
Bampton Westmoreland". (128) The churchwardens' accounts at

I1M1 Universal British Directory, 1792, p. 729.
< 1M'DDB1. 46/67, L.R.O.
<"«> DDB1. 46/93, L.R.O.
""' L.R.O. ' '
11271 Great Crosby Tithe Award, 1842, L.R.O.
11881 Minute Book of the Merchant Taylors' Company. It has not been possible to ascertain 

his association with the Reverend G. Bowstead, master of the Bampton School, 1776-1832. 
C. Roy Hudleston, Esq., F.S.A., of the Cumberland and Westmoreland Antiquarian and Archae 
ological Society, with whom the author has been in communication has kindly enquired into 
this feature but has been unable to locate any reference to Matthew Chester in the local records.
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Sefton reveal that he was a visiting preacher there on occasions as 
from 1790, but in 1796 he became the incumbent of Melling in 
Halsall Parish, 11291 and from that time forward he was destined to 
couple that post with that of master of the School at Great Crosby. 
His name appears but infrequently in the local records, although 
it is known he acquired several properties in Great Crosby,' 130 ' 
and in 1794 and 1795 acted as overseer there. (131)

No record has yet been located to state that Matthew Chester 
was licensed by the bishop of Chester to teach in the Crosby School. 
Perhaps this was why he found it necessary to write to the Company 
on 19 November 1803, (132) "I fear I shall be under the necessity of 
troubling you for a nomination to Crosby School on account of 
the late Curates Act, (133) but this Act of Parliament I have not yet 
seen". In February 1804 he forwarded a nomination to be sealed 
and returned to him "by the first conveyance", (134) his note in 
forming the Company that unless he had the bishop's licence by 
the twelfth of that month the small curacy he held in the adjoining 
parish would be liable to forfeiture. His fears were not realised. 
He continued to serve in both offices. The Liverpool Chronicle 
and Commercial Advertizer of Wednesday, 15 February 1804, 
noticed his marriage, "Yesterday at Trinity Church by the Rev. 
R. Formby, B.A., the Rev. Matthew Chester of Sefton to Miss 
Frances Morgan of this town". The year 1804 was certainly an 
eventful one for Chester, particularly as it would seem his troubles 
with the parishioners of Sefton began about that time.

Matthew Chester was sixty-nine years of age when he died on 
Monday, 1 June 1829. (135) On the Friday of that week he was 
buried at Melling, (136) and The Liverpool Mercury of that day had 
this to say about him.

"On Monday last in his 70th year, after a protracted illness, which he bore with 
Christian fortitude, the Rev. Matthew Chester, Master of the Free Grammar 
School of Great Crosby, and Incumbent of Melling: He was a kind father, a 
good husband, a sincere friend and a truly honest man."

Frances, his widow, who was many years his junior, left Great 
Crosby for a time after his death. In 1841 she was residing in 
Thornton Place, Wellington Road, Toxteth Park, (137) presumably 
with her eldest surviving son, Matthew, an attorney. The Tithe 
Award for Great Crosby of 1842(138) scheduled her as the pro 
prietor of the following enclosures in Great Crosby Big Brown

i' 2 " He succeeded the Reverend Benjamin Whitehead, who died 15 June 1796. 
(laoi pjDBl. 46/93. The name of Matthew Chester appears in a List of Freeholders in Great 

Crosby, 1818.
'» ' DDB1. 47/19, Halmote Court Roll, Great Crosby, 1795, L.R.O.
1321 Letter book of the Merchant Taylors1 Company.
"" 43 Geo. Ill, c. Ixxxiv.
134f Letter book of the Merchant Taylors' Company.
1351 His will is in the L.R.O., reference being made therein to his wife, Frances, his sons Matthew, 

William, Edward and John, also his friend, Christopher Richmond of Thornton, gentleman. 
Such property as he had was in Great Crosby, personalty being valued under £1,000.

iiaai Melling Chapel Register, in which he is described as "Master of the Free Grammar 
School Great Crosby & 32 Year Incumbent of this Chapel. Aged 69 years".

11371 Gore's Liverpool Directory, 1841, p. 105.
""'L.R.O.
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Moor Hey, Makins Meadows, Claytons Croft, School Hey and the 
Hen Butts. By 1847 she had returned to Great Crosby' 139 > where 
she died 3 October 1853 at the age of seventy years. 1140 '

There were six children of the marriage, five sons and one 
daughter, all of whom were baptized at Crosby Chapel. (141) George 
the eldest son, was born 30 November 1804 and died 22 January 
1828. His death is mentioned in Gore's Liverpool General Adver- 
tizer of 31 January 1828. "On Tuesday 22nd inst at his father's 
house in Great Crosby aged 23 George eldest son of Rev. Matt. 
Chester". It was George who had been assisting his father as 
usher at the school. <142) The second son Matthew was born in 
1806, and he became an attorney in Liverpool. In 1841 his office 
was at 54 Park Lane, 11431 but six years later he was located at Liver 
Court, 71 South Castle Street. (144) On his death in 1856 he, too, 
was interred in the family grave at Melling, where, in addition to 
George, two other children of the Chesters had been buried, Mary 
in 1825 and William in 1840.' 1451 Of Edward, the fourth son, 
nothing is known beyond the date of his baptism, but John, the 
youngest son, who was the sole beneficiary under the will of his 
mother, 1146) was described in the Crosby register on the occasion 
of the baptism of his daughter, Mary, 3 November 1849, as "of 
Alford Lincolnshire", and as being "Superintendent of the East 
Lincoln Railway". He had married one Matilda, and by 1851 
had severed his Lincolnshire connections, and had become a dis 
tiller at Great Crosby. <147> He continued so to be for a further 
two years at least.

The author desires to thank Mr. R. Sharpe France, M.A., F.S.A., 
the Lancashire County Archivist for advice and assistance given 
throughout the preparation of this paper.

l "') Gore's Liverpool Directory, 1847.
'"" Liverpool Mercury, Friday 7 October 1853. Deaths "October 3 at Great Crosby aged 

70. Frances widow of the Rev. M. Chester many years incumbent at Melling". 
II41) George, born 30 November 1804: baptized 30 December 1804. 

Matthew,   26 June 1806: 13 July 1806.
Mary,
William,   10 November 1810: 
Edward,   13 May 1814: 
John,   2 January 1823:

19 April 1808.
25 December 1810.
14 September 1814.
2 March 1823.

ut supra, p. 133.
Core's Liverpool Directory, 1841, p. 105. 
Ibid., 1847, p. 127. 
Melling Chapel Register. 
L.R.O.
He is described as a "distiller" in the Crosby Chapel Register in the baptismal records of 

his son, George Veyne, 2 August, 1851, and a second daughter, Minna, 17 May 1853.
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APPENDIX

COPY OF ACCOUNT RENDERED BY STATHAM
AND HUGHES TO THE TRUSTEES OF

THE CROSBY SCHOOL' 1481 (Circa 1810-11)
THE TRUSTEES OF CROSBY SCHOOL.

TO STATHAM AND HUGHES DR.
Writing Agent enclosing letter from Mr Blundell to the Society of 

Merchant Taylors with Petition to them from the Parishioners 
of Sefton to direct them and the Master of the School as to their 
future conduct under the will of a Mr Harrison who established 
the school for the Education of the Children of the Parishioners 
free of all expence the Master having refused to admit such scholars 
without being paid for their instruction and requesting him to 
present same to the Society 5 - 

Agent attending to present and writing Liverpool thereon 6 8 
Attendances at Merchant Taylors Hall and Letters to Liverpool

thereon 13 4 
Attending Mr Lurtin for some further information required relative

to the School and Fair copy thereof 6 8 
Writing Agent requesting he would search for the will of Mr Harri 

son and obtaining an abstract thereof 3 6 
Agents attendances at Doctors Commons to search for the will and

bespeake Extract and paid search 7 8 
Attending for the Extract 6 8 
Paid for same 3 6 
Agent writing therewith 3 6 
Attending advising and taking instructions for Case for the opinion 

of Counsel as to the Masters right to Charge for teaching writing 
and arithmetic 6 8 

Drawing case 2 i sheets ' 16 8 
Fair copy 8 4 
Fair copy. Extract from the will of the Founder to accompany

Case 2 sheets 6 8 
To like of the Company of Merchant Taylors 1 sheet 3 4 
Paid Mr Raincock therewith and Clerk 246 
Attending him 6 8 
Perusing and considering Mr Raincocks opinion and advising them 

when it was considered advisable to take the opinion of Mr 
Scarlet 6 8 

Fair copy Case and Mr Raincocks opinion for that purpose 11 8 
Writing Agent therewith making up parcel booking 5 0 
Carriage thereof to Town 4 0 
To Mr Scarlet and Clerk 246 
Agent attending him and booking porterage &c writing therewith

to Liverpool 13 4 
Carriage thereof 3 6 
Perusing and considering of Mr Scarlets opinion and attending

advising thereon 6 8 
Passage &c 50

12 9 8
On the outer cover is endorsed:        

"Trustees of Crosby School
Bill £12. 9. 8. 

Statham and Hughes".
'"" The original is in the Lancashire Record Office at Preston. Reference DDB1. 46/90.




