THE ELIZABETHAN PLAYHOUSE AT
PRESCOT, LANCASHIRE

BY F. A. BAILEY, M.A.
Read 6 December 1951

HE existence, in such a comparatively small, unimportant and
out-of-the-way town as Prescot in Lancashire, before the
close of the reign of Elizabeth I (1558-1603), and in the lifetime of
Shakespeare (1567-1616), of a building erected expressly as a play-
house, may well appear surprising. The numerous companies of
players which then toured England are usually believed to have
performed on improvised stages in gentlemen’s halls, or in such
places as inn-yards, tolbooths and barns. It seems desirable,
therefore, that the facts that can be ascertained about the Prescot
playhouse should be put on record.

In his well-known description of England about 1540 John
Leland mentioned Prescot merely as “a little market, having no
notable water about it; four miles from the Mersey, up towards
Liverpool,” and added that “within a mile of Prescot” was Knows-
ley, “a park having a pretty house of the earls of Derby.” William
Camden, writing some half-century later, made no mention of
Prescot or Knowsley.

The main importance of Prescot was as the ecclesiastical centre
of a huge parish some fifty-eight square miles in extent. The
Rectory, with its large revenue of tithes from fifteen townships,
together with the manorial profits of Prescot itself, was appropriated
to King’s College, Cambridge, but as Cambridge was so far away,
and the Stanleys, Earls of Derby, so influential, the College per-
mitted the profits of the Rectory to be farmed by the Stanleys over
a period of nearly two centuries, from 1453 to 1642. During this
period the corn tithes were collected by Lord Derby’s officers, and
the manor of Prescot, with its court leet, was controlled by a Steward
of his appointment. Edward Sutton of Knowsley, gentleman, held
office as Steward at Prescot from 1578 to 1596, when he was suc-
ceeded by Percival Harrington of Huyton, esquire. Harrington’s
appointment occurred two years after the accession of William
Stanley, sixth Earl of Derby, on the death of his brother Ferdinando,
the fifth Earl, in 1594. It was Percival Harrington’s brother,
Richard, who had the playhouse built.

Another figure of local importance was Thomas Meade, M.A.,
Vicar of Prescot from 1583 until his death in 1616. A nominee of
Dr. Roger Goad, the Provost of King’s College, a native of Hert-
fordshire, and a zealous Protestant, he had found himself in an
area where religious disaffection was rife. With the greatest
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difficulty, by invoking the aid of Dr. Goad, who in turn had invoked
the aid of Henry, the fourth Earl of Derby, the Vicar had defeated
an attempt by the local gentry to remove the Grammar School of
Prescot to a new site several miles from the parish church (1586-
92).  This conflict had left the school with sadly depleted re-
sources, so, in order to help it over the crisis, the Provost and Lord
Derby had agreed to permit rents from all buildings newly erected
on the waste land of the manor of Prescot to be paid to the school.
The playhouse, as a building erected on the waste, is found charged
with such a rent.

The township of Prescot, as distinct from the parish, was ex-
tremely limited in area. The resident population numbered little
more than 400, and of these, according to a statement by Mr.
Meade in 1592, “three parts [are] not able to live of themselves
except they be releved by neghtbours.” This was due to the
scarcity of land for agriculture and pasture, which rendered the
people dependent on industrial pursuits, including pottery-making,
coalmining, tanning, weaving and metal crafts, and on catering
for those who wused the town as their religious, trading
and entertainment centre. Furthermore, the townsmen enjoyed
privileges which exempted them from the jurisdiction of the county
magistrates. Even the licensing of alehouses was left entirely to
the discretion of the Steward. Under a lax Steward, as Sutton
seems to have been, the town tended to become a resort for idle
and disreputable persons. A scandalised visitor, writing to the
Provost in 1583, declared that “within the said manour there is no
care or regarde hadd for good government, or scyvyll order,” the
consequent licentiousness being encouraged by the existence of
“more lewde typpling houses, to serve such tornes, then I trust
be to be founde in all Cambridge sheir.” The Vicar, writing to the
Provost in January 1591/2, urged him to appeal to Lord Derby “to
loke to the good order of the toune of Prescot, for his deputie
steward dothe us litell good.” Dr. Goad decided to make a
personal visitation, which took place in May 1592. He compiled
a list of nineteen alehouse-keepers, “most without any licence.”

The Provost utilised his visit for other purposes, including the
taking of a detailed survey of the manor. This reveals the existence
of a cockpit(®, but makes no mention of the playhouse or of anything
on the site, which was then presumably still unbuilt on.

Our knowledge of Prescot playhouse is limited by the fact that
none of its records have been preserved. There is nothing save
incidental allusions in other sources, principally court rolls and
school accounts, to recall its existence. The first reference in
which it is specifically called a playhouse appears in the court roll
of 16 June 1609, when the jurors presented that a Mr. Thomas
Malbon “hath converted the play howse into a howse for habitacion.”
An undated letter of probably a few years later, written by the

1 See F. A. Bailey, “Prescot Grammar School in Elizabethan Times : A Sidelight on the
Reformation in Lancashire,” in TRANSACTIONS, Vol. 86 (1934). .
) Alluded to by Nicholas Assheton, 2 June 1618. Chetham Society, O. S., Vol. XIV, p. 99.
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Vicar, Mr. Meade, containing a list of “‘the rents due to our schoole
of Prescot out of divers houses in Prescot toune, some ancient,
some latly erected,” includes the item: “The play house bwilded
uppon the wast by Mr. Richard Harrington, now Mr. Stuardes, rent
by yeare [ijs. vjd.].”” This valuable reference, by disclosing the name
of the builder, provides a terminal limit to the date of building, for
Richard Harrington was buried at Huyton 7 February 1602/3.

Of Harrington’s life and activities disappointingly little is known.
He and Percival, his elder brother, were sons of John Harrington,
esquire, lord of the manor of Huyton, and of his wife Alice, daughter
of Thomas Tarbock, esquire, lord of the manor of Tarbock in
Huyton parish. A deposition of 15821 states that Percival was
then about thirty years old. From this it may be deduced that
Richard was under the age of fifty at his death. Apparently he
had not long been married, for he left four infant children, all
daughters, namely Jane, baptised at Huyton 18 May 1598, Anne,
baptised at Huyton 16 April 1600, Alice, baptised probably at
Prescot sometime in 1601,'*, and Margaret, baptised at Prescot
3 January 1601/2. No record of his marriage has yet come to
light, but his will shows that Elizabeth his wife belonged to one of
the sundry branches of the knightly family of Molyneux of Sefton.

Of the first thirty or more years of Richard’s life nothing is
known.®® His first recorded act was in 1595, when he purchased
a cottage and garden in Prescot, in the occupation of one John Hey,
labourer, from James Ditchfield, claypotter.t¥ The record of the
transaction, entered upon the court roll, describes him as “Richard
Harrington of Huyton Hey, gentleman.” Huyton Hey was the
manor house of Huyton and presumably the residence of his brother
Percival, so it would seem that at this date Richard was still a
bachelor and living with his brother in the family seat. This is
borne out by the fact that after his death, which took place at
Prescot Hall, his then residence, the inventory of his goods included
“beddinge at Hyton Hey,” and by the further fact that in the
inventory made at Huyton Hey after Percival’s death in 1609, one
of the rooms is designated ‘“Mr. Richard’s chamber.” Richard’s
marriage, probably in 1597, and the birth of children, doubtless
impelled him to move into a separate house.

It is not known whether Harrington’s purchase of the cottage
and garden at Prescot in 1595 was in any way connected with the
playhouse project, for when the latter was initiated has not yet
been determined. The playhouse was built on a different site some
150 yards distant from the cottage. Possibly the property was
obtained in order to give Harrington a firmer local standing as a
tenant of the manor. It is a fact that many such properties in the
town were held by gentry and other substantial people of the
neighbourhood, and were occupied by undertenants. One need
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() Preserved with the will of Thomas Layton of Prescot Hall (Lancashire Record Office).
(2} Prescot Parish Register is defective through damp in this period.

¥ No evidence of university or legal training appears in published registers and lists.

4 Ditchfield was one of the Four Men or leading officers of Prescot township.




72 THE ELIZABETHAN PLAYHOUSE

not look further for motive than the extensive privileges which
Prescot copyholders exercised by charter as tenants of King’s
College; these included exemption from tolls not only in Prescot
but also in Liverpool.

Prescot Hall, and the surrounding estate, where coal was then
being mined on a considerable scale, comprised the southern half
of Prescot township, but it had long ceased to be, for any practical
purposes, the seat of the manor. The leasing of it had been taken
out of the hands of Lord Derby by King’s College in 1568, in which
year the College had granted a ten-years” lease to John Layton and
his assigns, with an undertaking to renew the tenancy up to a total
period of fifty years. The Laytons continued in occupation until
about 1600, when Philip Layton, son of John, transferred the
whole of his rights to Michael Doughty of Roby, esquire, a con-
fidential servant of Lord Derby,Y and Doughty in turn transferred
them almost immediately to Richard Harrington. This informa-
tion is disclosed in a petition to the Chancellor of the Duchy of
Lancaster made shortly after Richard’s death by his widow, alleging
that Richard’s mother had taken possession of the deeds relating
to the Prescot Hall tenancy and was refusing to deliver them to her
(Appendix C). As will be seen, Richard, perhaps unwisely, had
nominated his mother and his wife as joint executors of his will.

The will (Appendix A) and the inventory of goods (Appendix B)
made seven days later, contain no obvious reference to a playhouse.
Richard is described as “of the Hall of Prescott, gentleman.”
The signature to the will indicates education, character and refine-
ment in more than ordinary degree. The principal bequest of “all
and everie such howses, groundes and other commodities as I hould
by lease from and under the provoste of the Kinges Colledge of
Cambridge,” is made to Elizabeth his wife for “so longe as shee
shall keepe herself sole, chaste and unmarried,” reserving an
allowance of £20 yearly to his supervisors ‘‘to be imployed to the
use, profit and preferment of my children.” Should she remarry,
the hall and estate, with the profits thereof, are to be employed by
the supervisors for the benefit of the children, and Elizabeth is to
have the profits of the tithe corn of Whiston, which from time
immemorial had been coupled with the lease of Prescot Hall.
Particular bequests, including his bay gelding, young bay mare,
falcon, ring, birding piece, fowling piece, pistol, and various sums
of money, were left to relatives, god-children, and the servants
at Huyton Hey. The money bequests included 40s. apiece to his
wife’s parents, “‘to be taken forth of the profittes of the coale mynes.”
In addition he left 4s. to one Margery Smith, a doublet and a pair
of “hose or breeches” each to Thomas Buttrie and William Sadler,

Y Doughty had been Clerk of the Kitchen to the fourth earl, and one of the four trustees
named in his will in 1593, He was M.P., no doubt as a Stanley nominee, for Preston in 1588
and for Liverpool in 1593, Mr. Edward Goodacre tells me that as the sixth earl’s secretary
and man-of-affairs Doughty handled many complicated matters involved in settling the claims of
the fifth earl’s widow and daughters. He was negotiating for a lease of the coalmining at Prescot
Hall in February, 1598, and was apparently in possession by 8 June, 1599, when he was presented
in Prescot court leet for felling trees without licence. (Prescot Records, op. cit., pp. 23, 273.)
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and a doublet and jerkin to Thomas Lawrenson; these were pre-
sumably his own servants. He appointed his mother and his
wife as executors, and his uncle Tarbock and father-in-law Molyneux
as supervisors. On the whole it seems the will of a man of moderate
means, desirous of acknowledging claims of kinship and service,
but conscious of the paramount needs of a young widow and four
infant daughters.

The inventory reveals that Prescot Hall was but a modest estab-
lishment. The usual catalogue of rooms and their contents is
wanting. The total value of crops, beasts, implements of husbandry,
personal belongings and household goods amounted to under £88.
The hall contained only two standing beds, two truckle beds and
two ‘“‘other beds™ (perhaps palliasses) for the whole household,
and only a single chair, besides stools and forms, for seating.
There is no mention of curtains or other hangings, or of cushions.
Included as one of the items, however, is the unexpired lease,
valued at £500; the main value of this doubtless lay in the coal-
mining, of which no separate mention is made./ The mill horses,
and ‘“‘brandreth for a mill,” may refer to the manorial mill in the
town of Prescot, which was included in the lease, or to a separate mill
on the hall estate. An “instrument” valued at £9 excites curiosity,
but for the present must remain a mystery. There is no mention
of the playhouse, or of the cottage acquired in 1595, but it must be
remembered that the inventory comprises goods and chattels, not
real estate, and if, as seems probable, these premises were let to
undertenants, their contents would not be included. The inventory
concludes with a list of debts owing to Harrington by six persons,
namely William Radley (£6), ““Mr. Meades of Prescott,” i.e. the Vicar
(38s.), John Worsley (24s.), Mr. Gilbert Ireland (£3 6. 8), Thomas
Burton (£5 4s.) and William Aspes (13s. 6d.). Whether any of these
debts related to the playhouse is purely a matter of conjecture.(®

Both cottage and playhouse are alluded to in the roll of Prescot
court leet dated 23 June, 1603. The fact of Harrington’s death
having been formally presented, he was declared to have been tenant
of a certain messuage and garden, to which his daughters were the
heirs, and they were accordingly admitted as tenants. This was
ordinary copyhold property, and the record of inheritance is
expressed in the customary phrases. There is no doubt that the
cottage is here referred to. The court also made a finding con-
nected with Mr. Harrington which is of a quite exceptional character.
It runs (translated):

“The aforesaid jurors say and present that Richard Harrington, late of the
hall of Prescotte in the county of Lancaster, gentleman, by and with the consent
and assent of the Steward and of Thomas Meade, clerk, Vicar of Prescotte
(who has authority from the Provost and Fellows of King's College in Cam-

‘1) For an account of the coalmining on Prescot Hall estate in this period see F. A. Bailey,
“Early Coalmining in Prescot, Lancashire,” TRANSACTIONS, Vol. 99 (1947).

2 It is perhaps worth noting that Thomas Burton’s debt is equal in amount to a year’s rent
at 2s. a wezk, and that a Burton family was in the entertainment business at Chester in 1590 (see
Tudor Economic Documents, ed. Tawney and Power, 1924, Vol. I, p. 129). No reference to
Thomas Burton in other local records of Prescot district is known.
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bridge to give licences for the erection of all buildings on the commons and
waste of Prescotte, reserving such rents to the use of the lord as are deemed
appropriate), and also with the consent of the Four Men™, has erected one
messuage in Prescotte aforesaid, at the upper end of the street leading towards
Eccleston, which messuage is now in the occupation of Elizabeth Harrington,
widow, late wife of the said Richard Harrington, at the will of the lord, and
rendering 2s. 6d. annually.”

This latter “messuage” was undoubtedly the playhouse, and this
court roll entry is the earliest specific reference to it which we possess.
The information as to its situation accords with that in later refer-
ences presently to be noticed.

A further new fact which here emerges is that the playhouse had
been erected under an arrangement which empowered the Vicar to
grant permission for building and to fix a suitable rent. That a
clergyman of Meade’s views should have countenanced and assisted
such an enterprise, even for the sake of adding half a crown a year
to the school’s depleted revenue, must be regarded as not the least
of the many curious features of this subject.

In general, the jurors’ presentment of 1603 confirms the statement
in the Vicar’s letter of a later date, already quoted, that the play-
house had been built on the waste by Richard Harrington. The
fact is thus attested by two independent sources. Since there was
no need for the jurors to make any such presentment, as the property
was not copyhold, one may speculate as to why they did so. A
possible explanation is a desire on the part of the steward, Percival
Harrington, to place on record the facts relating to this property,
in order to safeguard the rights of his brother’s widow and daughters,
whether or not it were continued as a playhouse. The description
of it simply as a “messuage” may thus have been intentional. The
property was held “at the will of the lord” by Mrs. Harrington as
occupier. Presumably she was not actually living in it, for she
almost certainly continued to reside at Prescot Hall, but she evi-
dently took over from her husband the proprietorship.

Percival Harrington relinquished the office of steward, for reasons
unknown, in 1605, and died in 1609. His place as steward was
taken by Henry Stanley, esquire, a kinsman of Lord Derby,®’ who
continued to hold it for nearly thirty years. It was he to whom
the Vicar later referred when he stated that the playhouse was
“now Mr. Steward’s.”

After 1603, no further reference to the playhouse occurs in the
court rolls until 16 June 1609, when it is recorded that
“‘we [the jurors] present that Mr. Thomas Malbon hath converted the play house
into a house for habitation, and receyved a tenant into yt called Whytsyde
without consent of the foure men, ideo ipse in misericordia xijd. And for
that the Foure men and the whole Jury hould Whytsyde to be an unfytt tenante

to have beene receyved or to contynew in the towne, we do therefore order
that Mr. Malbon shall remove and avoyde him before St James day next [25

1) Manorial officers whose important duties included supervision of the waste.

2 Possibly Henry Stanley of Broughton, near Manchester, a natural son of the fourth Earl.
The above Henry Stanley seems, however, to have been resident at Knowsley in 1607 and 1610,
when the burials of his daughter Joanna and wife Frances were recorded in Huyton Parish Register.
Together with Lord Derby, Edward Tarbock and Percival Harrington, he gave a bell to Huyton
Church in 1606. (Lanc. and Ches. Antiquarian Society, Vol. XXXII, p. 31.)
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July] uppon payne of vjs. viijd. And wee do further order that neither Mr.
Malbon nor any other shall contynew or entertayne him in any place for habita-
cion within Prescott .

The Four Men here occur in their capacity of regulators of the
settlement of new undertenants and inmates or lodgers, and their
banning of Whiteside has probably no significance for this enquiry
save for revealing, incidentally, that the playhouse had come into the
possession of Thomas Malbon and had been let by him as-a dwelling-
house. Malbon did not obey the court’s order, for the next court,
8 June 1610, presented “that Mr. Malbon has not removed a certain
Whitsyde from the playhouse (lusorio) according to an order
made at the last court, therefore he is in mercy vjs. viij d.”

Thomas Malbon probably belonged to the family of this name
then established in Eccleston, a township adjoining Prescot and
Knowsley. Prescot Parish Register, in recording the baptism of
five children of his in the years 1606-12, describes him as ‘“‘of the
hall of Prescot, gentleman.” His wife, Elizabeth, was buried at
Prescot in 1614. The record of his marriage does not appear in
the Register, perhaps because the manuscript is defective through
damp immediately prior to 1606. It seems a reasonable conjecture
that he had married the widow of Richard Harrington, and had by
this means come into possession of both the hall and the playhouse.
The college muniments state that he was granted a new lease of
the hall estate after the expiration of the fifty-years’ tenancy in
1612, when he was already resident there. His new lease would
not include the playhouse, as this was no part of the hall estate,
It may therefore be supposed that Malbon’s claims upon the play-
house lapsed when his wife died in 1614, and that this was the
occasion of the Vicar’s stating that the playhouse was “now Mr.
Steward’s.”

In the school accounts for the same year, 1614, a list of rents
due at Christmas includes the item “Philip Hare, for the Play
House, ijs. vjd.” Hare, who died early in the following year,
was described in the Parish Register as “of Eccleston,” and it is
therefore unlikely that he had used the playhouse as a residence,
but whether it was occupied as a dwelling-house by an under-tenant,
or whether an attempt had been made to restore it as a
place of entertainment, is uncertain. Hare presumably held it by
a grant from Henry Stanley as Steward, as was certainly the case
with his successor, John Mercer of Eccleston freemason.

At the court leet of 9 June 1615, soon after Hare’s death, John
Mercer applied for leave to enter into possession of a parcel of land

“lyinge in the upper end of the heigh streete leadinge towards Eccleston neare
unto Churchley field gate, conteyninge in breadth att the east end thereof neene

1 An unusual Latin word, the more normal term bemg theatrum, which is used elsewhere of
this playhouse. Prescot court rolls in this period sometimes cmploy English, sometimes Latin,
and frequently both English and Latin versions appear in the preliminary (paper) and the parch—
ment rolls, respectively.

2 This was actually 54 years after the tenancy agreement of 1568. The discrepancy was due
to the tenancy having been surrendered and afterwards recovered by Philip Layton. (See F. A
Bailey, “Early Coalmining in Prescot, Lancashire,” op. cit.).
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yards and tow footes, and att the west end thereof fyve yardes, and conteyninge
in length neeneteene yards, uppon which parcell of land is erected a buyldinge
heretofore used as a play house, and for which there hath beene yelded to the

schoole of Prescott the yerely rent of ij s. vjd.”

All else apart, the above is of especial interest as giving the exact
dimensions of the site. In shape it was a rather long four sided
figure, the width being approximately half the length at the east
end and a quarter the length at the west end. It had a ground
area of approximately 140 square yards, which was almost exactly
half the area of the Fortune Theatre in London. The statement
that it was ‘“‘heretofore used as a playhouse” indicates that if any
intention of restoring it to its original use existed, such intention had
not as yet been put into effect. Mercer’s petition was granted, and he
was formally admitted as tenant. The making of this application
suggests a desire to strengthen his tenure by having it recorded in
the court roll, thus gaining for it the status of copyhold.

The fact that Mercer had received his grant in the first place from
the Steward is revealed in a court roll entry of over fifty years later
(1668), which stated “‘that John Mercer, for the consideration of
12li he paid to Henry Stanley, Esq., late Steward of the mannor,
held a parcell of land nigh the Churchley field whereupon a play-
house stood, sub reddito Schole de Prescott 2s. 6d.”> There was
however a complication, for the jurors added a further statement
“that after the death of the said John [Mercer], Edward Stockley
now deceased entred into the premisses by virtue of severall sur-
renders and writeings hee had before and since the death of the
said John.”

The Stockley claim had been derived directly from Richard
Harrington, for in 1615 Edward Stockley of Prescot, yeoman, had
married Jane Harrington, Richard’s eldest daughter, then aged
seventeen. Jane died in 1628, leaving two daughters, Anne and
Ellen. John Mercer and his wife died and were buried on the same
day, 30 May 1634, and at the court leet held only a week later
(6 June 1634) the following application was recorded:

“That Ann Stockley and Ellen Stockley, [being] daughters and heyres of Jane,
late wife of Edward Stockley, who was one of the daughters and heyres of
Richard Harrington, gentleman, deceased, [and] the said Edward Stockley and
Jane his wife havinge obtayned the interest and tytle of Ann and Margrett
Harrington, sisters of the said Jane, of and in one messuage in the upper end of
the streete leadinge towards Eccleston: they the afforesaid Ann and Ellen
Stockley pray to be admitted tennants.”

Admittance was granted, subject to rents of 4d. to the lord and
2s. 6d. to the school.

That the Mercer tenure should have ended in this way, with the
property reverting to Harrington’s descendants, may appear sur-
prising, but perhaps the full story, if known, would disclose a
consistent explanation. The taking over of control by Henry
Stanley, the Steward, in or about 1614, may have been done with
the consent of Harrington’s daughters as heirs, and their eventual
rights of succession may have been guaranteed. The fact that
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Stanley did assume control seems to point to an intention to restore
the playhouse, and there were certainly players in the town of
Prescot in 1617 or 1618, for at the court leet on 5 June of the latter
year the jurors presented
*‘James Dytcheffyeld, for makinge a tusle upon one of the queenes servants, a
player, and the said player with others of his felowes for the lyke upon the
said James Dytcheffyelld./” Pledge for them all, Henrye Stanleye, Esquire.
[Added]) quolibet eorum in misericordia xij d.”
By 1634, when on Mercer’s death the Stockleys gained possession,
Henry Stanley had ceased to be Steward, and the sixth Earl of
Derby had retired to Cheshire, relinquishing his Lancashire estates
and offices in favour of his son and heir James, Lord Strange.
The most intriguing problem connected with the Prescot playhouse
is undoubtedly that posited by Lord Derby’s known enthusiasm
for the drama and authorship of plays; this aspect is reserved for
separate treatment from a wider and more expert viewpoint.
Further references to the playhouse occur from time to time in
local records, which show that until well into the eighteenth century
the playhouse remained in possession of Harrington’s descendants,
and continued to be remembered as such. When a survey of the
manor was taken in 1721, one of the properties in the possession of
George Bradshaw, esquire, who had married Jane Roper, a great-
great-great-grand-daughter of Richard Harrington, was described
as “‘a cottage in Eccleston Street formerly called the Play House,
and a small garden thereto belonging,” and its situation was pre-
cisely indicated. A plan of the site'® made in 1807, when it was
sold by auction, and still owed a rent of 2s. 6d. to the Grammar
School, is preserved amongst other deeds in a Liverpool solicitor’s
strongroom. Down to 1902 the site was occupied by a very old
cottage called, doubtless from its shape, Flatiron Cottage, but in
that year the cottage was taken down and replaced by business
premises called the Warehouse, which now forms the manufactory
of the Prescot Clock and Mechanism Company.
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(1) Probably a son of the James Ditchfield who sold a cottage to Harrington in 1595, as the
latter died in 1604. A John Ditchfield in this period was in possession of the Cockpit House in
Prescot, presumably a hostelry with cockpit attached.

(2 The plan is not reproduced, as by that date the site had been somewhat altered through the
making of an extension to Eccleston Street.
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E. H. Banks, Esq., B.A., LL.B. Most of all I am indebted for constant con-
sultation and co-operation to J. Russell Smith, Esq., M.A., to whose study of
the wider aspects of this subject the present paper is intended merely as an
introduction.

APPENDIX A
The Will of Richard Harrington, 4 February 1603

In the name of God, Amen, the fourth daie of Februarie in the five and
fourtieth yeare of the Reigne of our moste gratiouse soveraigne Ladie Elizabeth,
by the grace of God Queene of England, France and Ireland etc. I, Richard
Harrington of the Hall of Prescott in the Countie of Lancaster, gent., beinge
sicke in bodie yet of good and perfecte remembrance, doe make this my last
Will and testament in maner and forme followinge. Firste, I Committ my
soule into the handes of almightie god my onlie Saviour and Redeemer, by
whose death and passion I hope to bee saved, and my bodie to bee buried in the
parishe Church of Hyton. Item, I give and bequeath all and everie such howses,
groundes and other Commodities as I hould by lease from and under the
provinste (sic) of the Kinges Colledge of Cambridge to Elizabeth my wief, soe
longe as shee shall keepe herself sole, Chaste and unmarried, providinge yearlie
oute of the same, att or upon the feaste daie of the purificacion of our lady,
xx'': to my supervisors, to bee imployed to the use, profitt and preferment of my
Children. And if it fortune Elizabeth my saide wief to marie, then my will is
that shee shall have the profittes of the tieth Corne of Whiston duringe the
tearme of the lease, and the house, ground and other profittes belonginge to
the Hall of Prescotte to bee imployed by my supervisors to the benefitt, profitt
and preferment of my Children. Item, I give unto my mother Harrington to
her owne proper use the one half of all such Corne as this laste harveste was
gotten or gathered upon the teith of Whiston. Item, I bequeath unto my
brother Harrington my bay geldinge with his furniture. Item, I bequeath to
everie one of my said brother his children vj® viiij4. Item, I give unto my sister
Anne Breares xx% and to everie one of her Children vj® viij¢. Item, I give to
my uncle Tarbucke my younge baie mare. Item, I give to my Aunte Tarbucke
for a remembrance the Ringe I have upon my finger. Item, I give unto my
father and mother in Lawe xIs a peece, to be taken forth of the profittes of the
Coale mynes. Item, I give unto my Cosine Edward Tarbucke my falcon.
Item, I give to my cosine Tho: Tarbucke one peece nowe in the Custodie of
Ashton Potter. Item, I give to my cosine Edward Tarbucke the youngeste one
pistoll in the Custodie of Richard Taylor of Prescott. Item, I give unto my
brother in lawe Andrewe Norres one fowlinge peece. Item, I give to my god-
children ij* a peece. Item, I give to Margerie Smith iiij5. Item, I give unto
my mother Harrington and brother Harrington theire servantes ij®. a peece.
Item, I give unto Thomas Buttrie one dublet and a paire of hose or breeches.
Item, I give unto William Sadler one dublett and a paire of breeches. Item,
I give unto Thomas Lawranceson one dublet and jerkin. Item, my will is (my
funerall expenses, debtes and legasies beinge discharged) that then the remainder
of my goodes shall remaine to the use of my wief and children. Lastlie, I make
my mother Harrington and Elizabeth my wief my Executors, and my uncle
Torbucke and my father Mollineux supervisors of this my laste will and testa-
ment. In witnes whereof I have to this my laste will set my hand the daie
and yeare firste above written, signed-and delivered in the presence of Thomas
Smith, Tho: Storie, Roger Abbotte with others.

\ [Signed] l.f %;%'fm {Uﬂ/ k
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APPENDIX B

Inventory of the Goods of Richard Harrington,
deceased, 1603

79

A true and perfect Inventorie of all the goodes and chattelles, of Mr. Richarde

Harrington late of Prescott in the County of Lancaster, gentleman, valued

and

praised the xj'" day of Februarie in the xIv** yeare of her Majesties raigne that
nowe is, by William Smythe, Robert Worrall, Thomas Short and Thomas

Smythe, as followethe—

Imprimis, in beddinge at Hyton Hey iij I, vj s. viij d.
Item, in apparell vl
Item, in linen shertes and bandes xiij s. iiij d.
Item, a baye Nagge Xl s.
Ttem, a baye Mare iij /.
Item, one bull XXXXiij 5. iiij d.
Item, beddinge at Prescott il xs:
Item, two new standinge beds withe two trocklebedes ls.
Item, two other bedes V.
Item, in sheetes, bordclothes and napriware iiij /. x s.
Item, 3 coferes and one cubboard XXVj 5. viij d.
Item, in bordes, formes, stoolles and one chayre XX .
Item, one fowlinge peece, one burddinge peec and one pistall XXVj §. Vviij d.
Item, in trine vessell xiij s. iiij d.
Item, in pewter XX §.
Item, in brane pottes and pannes XXVj 5. viij d.
Item, in mugges ij s.
Item, one sadle ijs. vjd.
Item, two chamber graytes, two irne gobartes and a spitt Vv s.
Ttem, 3 seches and a twilsheet iij s. iiij d.
Item, 2 milne horses iiij /.
Item, 3 irne sithropes withe three pare of plow irne XV §.
Item, 4 yokes v s.
Item, one brandrethe for a milne iiij s.
Item, one axe and bill, 2 nogars, a picheforke and a spade iij 5. iiij d.
Item, two pare of tresse withe 2 irne tordewithes and 2 buches,
two doge chaynes with all other irne ware VS,
Item, one wayne rope xij d.
Item, one wayne withe axletre and wheeles Xij §.
Item, in otes and barlye xxviij /.
Item, hay XX S.
Item, one black mare XX §.
Item, two steares and a bull calffe vj L.
Item, one sawe Xij 5.
Item, one instrument ix /[
Item, the remander of a lease cceee /.
Item, for a hawcke xl s.
Debtes owinge unto Mr. Richard Harrington at the tyme of his deathe
Imprimis, William Radley vjl.
Item, Mr. Meades of Prescott XXXViij §.
Item, John Worsley XXiiij §.
Item, Mr. Gylbert Ireland, by bill iij [. vjs. viij d.
Item, Thomas Burton, bill v . iiij 5.
William Aspes xiiij 5. vij d.

Exhibitur cum protestacione, etc.
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APPENDIX C

Petition of Elizabeth Harrington, widow, 1604

To the righte honourable Sir John Fortescue, knight, Chauncelor of the Dutchy
of Lancaster and one of his Majesties most nonourable privi councell:
Humbly compleyninge shewethe unto your honor your distressed supplyant
Elizabeth Harington widowe, late wyf of Richarde Harrington of the hall of
Prescott within the countie of Lancaster, gentleman, deceased. That whearas
in or about the tenthe yeare of the raigne of our late gratious and soveraigne
lady Queene Elizabethe, one Phillipe Baker, doctor of divinity, then provost of
the kinges colledge of our blessed lady and St. Nicholas in Cambridge, and
the scollers of the same for the tyme beinge, by theire Indenture of lease under
theire common seale the certeyne date wherof your supplyant knoweth not for
want of havinge the same, confect and made betwixte the sayde Provost and
scollers of the one party, and one John Layton of the hall of Prescott aforesayd
gentleman, on the other party, did for the considerations in the sayd deede of
indenture specyfyed, demyse, grant and to ferme lett unto the sayde John
Layton and his assignes all that theire mansion house of the Rectory of Prescot

with all edifices thereunto belonginge, and all yordes, orchards, gardens,

gleebe lands, medowes, pastures, and hereditaments to the same belongmge and
alsoe one wyndmylne in Prescot aforesayde with all multure, tolle and custome
therunto belonginge, with the wast grounde about the sayde milne called thee
milnehill, with all that theire coalmynes or digginge of coales in the sayde
gleebe lande, together with all that theire tythe corne and grayne of Whiston
in the parishe of Prescott aforesayde, and one yearly somme of twelve pounde,
commonly called the Proctors fee, yeeldinge suche rents and services and at
such dayes, tymes and places, and doinge and perfowrminge suche other coven-
nantes, condicions, grants and agreementes, and for and duringe the terme of
fyfty yeares or thearabouts, as in the same lease is conteyned and expressed, the
certaynty wherof your sayd suppliant cannot certeynly declare for want of
having the sayde indenture of demyse, by force of which sayde demyse and
grante the sayde John Layton was possessed of all and everie the premises . . .‘%
and soe thereof possessed dyed, by and after whose deathe the tearme and mtrest

residue unexpired . lawfully accroued and came unto one Phillip Layton
gentleman, sonne of ‘the sayde John Layton, and the sayde Phillip Layton by
meanes therof entered into the possession of the premises . . . and soe beinge
therof possessed did by his deed of indenture in or about the xlijt* yeare of our
late gratious soveraigne aforesayde, made betwixte hime the sayde Phillip
Layton of thone party and one Michaell Doughty, gentleman, of thother party,
the certeyne date wherof your sayd suppliant knoweth not for want of havinge
the sayd indenture, did for the consideracions in the sayd deed specifyed, grant,
assigne and sett over unto the sayd Michaell Doughtie and his assigns all his
righte interest tytle and terme of yeares then unexpyred . . . by force wherof
the sayde Michaell Doughtie was of all and every part and parcell therof possessed
accordingly . . . and the sayde Michaell Doughtie beinge soe therof possessed
in or about the xliijt® yeare of the raigne of our sayd late soveraigne lady Eliza-
beth, by his deed of indenture made betweexte hime the sayd Michaell Doughty
of thone party and Richarde Harrington gentleman, deceased, late husband of
your sayde supplyant on thother party, the certeine date wherof your sayd
suppliant cannot set forth for want of havinge the sayde conveyance, did grant,

assigne, and set over unto the sayde Richarde Harrington, his executors and
assignes, all and every the premisses . . . and alsoe all his estates, tytle, tearme
and interest unexpired . . . and alsoe the sayde formerly menconed deedes
of indenture and all other indentures, deedes and scriptes, minimentes [sic] and
wrytings whatsoever which hee the sayde Michaell Doughtie had or was in-
tytled to have touchinge or concerninge the premises or any parte therof, by

(1 Owing to the length of the document, the more formal and reiterative passages are omitted.
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force wherof the sayde Richarde Harrington entred into the premises and
therof was lawfully possessed . . . and soe beinge therof possessed did by his
last will and testament, bearinge date the fourthe day of February in the xlvt®
yeare of our late gratious and soveraigne lady Elizabeth, give and bequeathe
unto your sayd suppliant his then wyfe all his right, interest, possession and
terme unexpired of and in the premisses, and every parte therof, payinge and
perfourminge suche legacyes and bequestes as in the sayd will . . . are mencioned
and expressed, and . . . did constitute, ordeigne and make Alice Harrington,
naturall mother of the sayde Richarde Harrington, and your suppliant Elizabeth
Harrington his then wyfe his sole executors . . . and within too or three dayes
after the sayd Richard Harington dyed, by and after whose deathe your supplyant
made probate of the sayde will before David Yale Comysary to the Reverend
father in god Richard, then and nowe lorde Bushopp of Chester, at which tyme
the sayde Alice Harrington utterly renounced relinquished and refused to prove
the same will. But nowe soe it is, yf it may please your honnor, that not-
withstandinge all and every parte and parcell of the premisses are bequeathed
as afforesayde to your suppliant, and that your supplyant is alsoe sole executrix
of the sayd will, by reson wherof all the afforesayd deedes, escripts, writinges and
munimentes touchinge or in anywise concerninge the same premisses doe and
are of righte belonginge to your sayde suppliant for the strengthninge and
uphouldinge of her righte and tytle in and to the same premisses, all the
sayd deedes [etc.] . . . beinge by casuel meanes since the deathe of the sayde
Richarde Harrington come into the handes, custody and possession of the
sayde Alice Harington, whoe notwithstandinge that your sayde supplyant not
only by herselfe but by her frendes hathe very oftne and that lovingly and in
gentle and frendly manner requested the said Alice Harington to deliver unto
your sayd suppliant the sayd deedes [etc.] . . . yet that to doe she hathe ever
hitherto obstynatly refused and denyed, and yet dothe deny and refuse . . .
contrary to all righte, equity, and good consciense, wherby your sayde supplyant
standeth gretly in daunger to be dispossessed of the premisses unlese in this
Courte by your honor she be releved, for that she neither knoweth certaynly
what yeares are unexpired of the first grand lease made by the said Phillip Baker
and Scollers as aforesayde to the sayde John Layton, neither what condicions
are conteyned in the same, neyther what rente is by the same reserved, nor the
dayes of payment of the sayd rent, neyther what penalty if the rent be behynd,
or whether ther be any distres for nonpayment of the sayd rent, or else whether
the lease be utterly voide if the rent be not payde at a daye certeyne, neyther
what covenants it conteynethe for prohibitinge wast to be doun, as alsoe for
repayringe of the message aforesayde with nedfull reparation, neither what
covenants are specyfyed in the same. In tender consideration wherof and
forasmuche as your sayde suppliante doth not knowe the certeynty nor certeyne
number of the sayde deedes, evidences, escripts, writinges and minimentes, nor
whether the same be conteyned in bagge or box sealed, or in chest loked, and
soe your sayde suppliant is without any remedy to recover the same by the
strict and ordinary course of the Comon Lawes of this realme, and for that
your sayde suppliant dothe hope that the sayde Alice Harrington will uppon
her corporall othe in this honorable courte confesse the certeynty and truthe
therin what the sayde evidences be and wheare they are to be had or to what
person or persons shee haythe delivered the same, may it therfore please your
honour the premises duly considered to grant unto your sayde suppliant the
kinges majesties most gratious proces of privy seale to be diricted to the sayde
Alice Harington, therby comandinge her at a certayne day and under a certayne
payne therin and therby to bee lymited, to bee and personally to appeare before
your honor in the Duche chamber at Westminster, then and there to answere
the premises, and further to stande to and abyde suche order and direction as
to your honor shall seeme to stande with righte, equity and good conscience
and your sayde suppliant (as neverthelesse by duty bound) shall dayly pray
to god for your honors healthe and happines longe to continewe.

[Signed] ROBERT BLUNDELL
18 Jun: 2 Jac: [1604]







