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TTITHERTO it has been commonly accepted that, after the 
IT. lapsing of the previous grammar school at Upholland during 
the troublous times of the Civil Wars, the present Upholland 
Grammar School was founded in 1668 by Robert Walthew of Wal- 
thew House Farm, Pemberton. There was good reason for this 
belief. Christopher Wase, who reported on the School in 1673, 
named Walthew as the founder. 111 A document written in 1705, and 
quoted by Gastrell in the second volume of Notitia Cestriensis, 
declared that Walthew founded the School "about 1667". Later 
writers accepted these facts, and when H.M. Commissioners visited 
Upholland in 1828 to enquire into the administration of public 
charities and educational institutions, their report suggested nothing 
to the contrary.

"By indenture of feoffment, bearing date 22 March 1668, Robert Walthew 
granted to William Bankes and six others, their heirs and assigns, a messuage or 
tenement therein described, in trust, for the maintenance of a free grammar 
school within the town of Upholland and also towards finding a sufficient, able, 
learned man to be schoolmaster, and another such to be usher, to keep the 
said grammar school therein, to teach and instruct children of the inhabitants 
of Upholland and other adjacent townships. . . ."

Two obscure statements threw a little doubt upon this traditional 
belief. An entry in the Bishops' Visitation Books at Chester spoke 
of John Barton, the second headmaster, being summoned to appear 
before the ecclesiastical court because he had failed to be present 
when the bishop formally visited Wigan in 1665, and a letter written 
in 1747 by Robert Cawley, a later headmaster, referred to a gift 
made as early as 1662 by Henry Fisher "towards a foundation for 
our School." Since these two timid voices tried to make themselves 
heard against the strong chorus of tradition, one was tempted either 
to ignore them, or to quieten them by suggesting abortive attempts 
to revive the previous school. During the last year, however, they 
have received powerful support from a forgotten parcel of seven 
teenth century manuscripts recently entrusted to the care of the

"'In his "History of the County Palatine and Duchy of Lancaster" (1870) Edward Baines 
quoted the answers given by Upholland Grammar School, probably through the Headmaster of 
the day, Francis Harper, to the questionnaire which Wase had circulated to the grammar schools. 
Unfortunately Baines did not quote the whole of the answer to the second question, and omitted 
the significant date. Dr. R. W. Hunt, Keeper of the Western Manuscripts at the Bodleian 
Library which possesses Wase's papers, has kindly transcribed that answer. It reads as follows: 
"It (I.e. the School) was founded about the of Lrd [sic] 59 the charges of the building amounting 
to an Hundred and. . . ."
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Lancashire Record Office, Preston. Tradition has been shouted 
down.

The sixteenth century school, which almost certainly grew out of 
the dissolved Upholland Priory, continued its work at Upholland 
into the next century. In 1604 the headmaster, James Wilson, was 
accused of being a recusant: in 1641 Adam Martindale, well known 
later in life as a Puritan minister and a victim of the Five Mile Act, 
confessed in his diary that he spent an unhappy three months as 
schoolmaster at Upholland, because he refused to denounce "the 
sanctimonious Puritans" and the Parliamentary cause. During the 
late thirties and early forties of the seventeenth century, the whole 
neighbourhood grew increasingly restless. Many prominent fami 
lies defied the Act of Uniformity and clung to the Catholic faith. 
They broke the law, but they did not embitter local opinion. 
Upholland preferred a Papist to a Puritan. As the religious quarrel 
between Anglicans and Puritans gradually merged with the political 
quarrel between Crown and Parliament, most Uphollanders did not 
require the Earl of Derby's encouragement to side with the King. 
In the defence of Lathom House and in the Derby Rebellion of 1651 
they flaunted their loyalty. Township and parish lay under sus 
picion throughout the years of the Commonwealth and Protectorate, 
but the local people continued to get much of their own way. 
Catholicism lived on, its strength almost unimpaired, and the local 
gentlemen and yeomen, who in 1652 had come to the rescue of the 
Derby family by buying up parts of the sequestered estates of James, 
the condemned earl, quietly resold them later on for nominal sums 
to his successor, Earl Charles.

The original school at Upholland disappeared in the confusion of 
those crowded and dangerous years. Probably Adam Martindale 
was its last headmaster. Any source of income it might have had 
in addition to pupils' fees disappeared with it. The gentlemen and 
yeomen of the neighbourhood agreed that Upholland was poorer 
for having no school, and several of them vaguely asserted that 
something would have to be done about it once times became more 
settled. On 1 November 1656, Richard Leigh, who lived hard by 
the church and owned the priory or abbey lands, made the first 
tentative move. To five trustees, his nephew Alexander Leigh of 
Ackhurst Hall, Geoffrey Birchall and George Barton of Orrell, 
Robert Walthew of Pemberton and Bartholomew Holme of Up 
holland, he conveyed the western part of Mickle Holme meadows 
in Pemberton, with instructions that each Sunday in the year they 
should use a shilling of the rent to supply
"good and wholesome wheaten bread to twelve of such poor, impotent, decrepit 
and needy persons within the townships or villages of Upholland, Orrell and 
Pemberton aforesaid as they the said trustees shall think fit ... for as long 
time and until a free School shall be erected and built within Upholland or 
Orrell aforesaid, and afterwards . . . (the trustees) shall and will from time to 
time and all times pay, employ, disburse and bestow yearly and half yearly the 
said rent of 52/- . . . toward the maintaining of an able schoolmaster, who 
shall from time to time by the appointment of such persons who shall be feoffees



THE FAMILIES OF MOLYNEUX AND LEIGH
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d. Feb. 1623. 
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d. before 1664.

Anne, d. of Hugh = Richaid
Barrow, schoolmaster   1624-81.

at Wigan. ]

Ralph Layton = Dorothy '" d. of 
1 Sir Thomas Gerard 
I of Bryn Hall.

Margaret = James Leigh of Ackhurst 
c. 1578-1648.

Jane. Richard, good man of the Abbey, 
d. May 1658, buried at Upholland.
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ander Richard = Elizabeth Alice, Jane, Ellefi.' 3 ' John.
d. Mar. 1683 
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Upbolland.

d. Dec. 1685. 
Buried at 

Upholland.

Hugh 
o.s.p.

illtanWilliam

Emma or   Richard 
Emeremia ! d. Dec. 1683. 

d. Sept. 1727 | Buried at 
Buried at I Upholland. 

Upholland.

John Joseph "
1639-1703 

Jesuit Priest.

Jane Mary. Margaret
d. Oct. 1706.

Buried at
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Philip 111
1651-1717

Jesuit Priest.

Elizabeth
d. Nov. 1717.

Buried at
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Margery. Thomas   Catherine 

d. July 1729. 
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Upholland.

Alexander"11
1681-1748 

Jesait Priest.

Margaret
o.s.p. 

Aug. 1736.

Anne. = Mr. Sandford of
Living in Up Rossall, Co. Salop.

1740. d. before 1717.

Catherine 
o.s.p. Sept. 1736. 
Posthumous child.

'" 1577 Thomas Molyneux guilly of recusancy "in lands £40 and in goods £100." Catholic Record Society Publications, Vol. XXII, p. 72.
ia) 1592 Recusant Roll Dorothea Layton nuper de Asshelon pred' ux' Radulft Layton, gen', ciiii tXX, fiat commissio.

1592-3 Recusant Roll Sibilla Mollynex nuper de Pemberton in parcel? de Wiggan pred' spinster ux' Willelmi Mollynex gen', iv £.XX,fiat commissio.
Agneta Leigh nuper de IViggan pred' spinster ux' Willelmi Leigh yom, iv £.XX, fiat commissio. Catholic Record Society Publications, Vol. XVIII, p. 212.

"" Jan. 13, 1681. Ellen Leigh of Orrell, spinster, was buried at Upholland.
111 Fr. John Joseph Leigh, alias Layton, S.J. Studied at St. Omer College, was professed of four vows in August 1673, worked successively at Durham, St. Omer, Lincoln and Ghent, died at Mechlin December 

1703. (Foley, Records of the English Province, Vol. VII, pp. 448-9.) John Joseph is not mentioned in Alexander's will, but when the Rector of St. Omer College wrote a testimonial for Philip Leigh on his entering 
the English College at Rome, he wrote, "Philip Leigh is born of respectable parents, and has a brother in the Society." John Joseph used the family alias of Layton. When his nephew Alexander entered the Society 
of Jesus in December 1700, he was known as "John Layton, Junr." Ibid., Vol. V, pp. 661-2.

"' Fr. Philip Leigh, aliases Layton and Metcalfe, S.J. Studied at St. Omer College, 1067-9, and the English College at Rome, 1671-78, was professed of four vows in August 1688, was Superior of the Durham District 
during the reign of James II, and later chaplain at Powis Castle to the family of the Earl (later Duke) of Powis. He died at Holy well in 1717. (Ibid., Vol. V, pp. 661-2, Vol. VI, p. 418. Catholic Record Society 
Publications, Vol. XL, p. 83) It is interesting to note that Fr. Philip published in 1712 The Life and Miracles oj St. WMjrede, Virgin, Martyr and Abbess, Patroness of Wales. The book received caustic criticism from 
the neighbouring Anglican bishop of St. Asaph, none other than William Fleetwood, himself descended from an Uphotland family. Transactions of the Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian Society, Vol. LV11I, pp.

"' Fr. Alexander Leigh, alias John Layton Junr., S.J. He was professed of four vows in February 1718, worked successively in Worcester, Suffolk, Preston and Durham. Died Mar. 1748. Foley op. dt.. Vol. 
VII, p. 44S.
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of the said intended School, or the greater number elected therefrom, be 
appointed to teach in the School."

Public-spirited generosity was common in the Leigh family. 
When Edmund Molyneux, the uncle from whom Richard Leigh 
had inherited the Abbey, died in 1616, he gave a house to the Free 
School at Wigan, £6 to Wigan Church and £4 to Upholland Church, 
and a gift of £20 a year to be used in distributing bread to the poor 
at Wigan and Upholland every Sunday for ever. Edmund Moly 
neux was a London mercer, but since he was one of the Molyneux 
family of Hawkley, Pemberton, he retained his interest in the 
Wigan area. 111 His chief family bequests he made to his sister's 
two sons, James and Richard Leigh. (2) James inherited a house 
and lands in Orrell. He promptly charged the lands with an annual 
gift of £6 \3s. 4d. for the maintenance of Wigan Grammar School, 
a generosity which the Grammar School acknowledged by incor 
porating the Leigh arms in the School crest. <3) James's younger 
brother, Richard, and his sons, Alexander and Richard, gave both 
money and services to Upholland Grammar School. This interest 
in local schools, which were naturally dominated by the Anglican 
Church especially after 1660, is surprising in view of the loyalty of 
the Leighs to the Catholic Church. Edmund Molyneux himself 
appears to have conformed, but his cousin Richard, head of the 
Hawkley family from 1586, was classed in 1590 among "the comers 
to church but no communicants, and their wives very little better 
than recusants", and the names of his mother, his sister, Agnes 
Leigh, and his two nephews to whom he left his property continually 
appeared in lists of recusants. James and Richard Leigh both 
suffered sequestration of property pA their obstinate adherence to 
the Catholic Church, but such punishment did nothing to weaken 
their resolution. James's chil/ren continued in the family faith. 
His heir, Alexander, not only/iaintained^^M'iest at Ackhurst Hall, 
which before the establishnRnt of the Catnblic mission at Cross- 
brook in 1699 was the local centre for Catholicism, but also became 
the father of two Jesuit priests, Fr. John Joseph Leigh, 1639-1703, 
and Fr. Philip Leigh, 1651-1717. Another Richard Leigh succeeded 
Alexander as head of the family in January 1676. Two years before 
he died in 1683 his only son, Alexander, was born. When he was 
nineteen years old this Alexander began his training as a Jesuit 
priest. He was professed of four vows in 1718, and for the next 
thirty years until his death in 1748 worked in the English Province. 
He was the last of the direct line of the Leigh family. His mother

(1> See the genealogical table.
(al Lengthy extracts from Edmund Molyneux's will are to be found in the following two works: 

Gisborne Molineux, Memoir of the Family of Molineux, and Record Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire, Vol. XVI. The will was dated 8 October 1613, and was proved in the Prerogative Court 
of Canterbury in 1616. The executors were Richard Molyneux of Hawkley, cousin, Alexander 
Rigby of Wigan, and William Finch, citizen and salter of London.

(31 By the end of the First Civil War, two-thirds of the estate of James Leigh had been seques 
tered for recusancy. Therefore, on 22 October 1646 Hugh Barrow and James Molyneux, school 
masters of the Free Grammar School at Wigan, petitioned for the restoration of the whole of the 
yearly rent of £6 13s. 4d. f which had been granted to the School by James Leigh in January 1619. 
Record Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, Vol. XXXVI, pp. 86-91.
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and his sisters in 1717 registered as Catholic nonjurors their "free 
hold mansion and estate called Ackhurst". After the death of her 
mother and her two maiden sisters, Anne Sandford, the last sur 
viving sister of Fr. Alexander, moved to Preston probably to live 
at "Grey-stocks", the house in Friargate which her brother had 
purchased in 1733 In September 1740 she gave £100 to the 
Catholic mission at Crossbrook, Orrell, so that annual requiem 
masses might be said for her mother and sisters and for herself 
after her own death.

Richard Leigh, "goodman of the Abbey", as he is described in 
the Upholland Paush Register, died in May 1658. He had no 
children and, in accordance with the will of his uncle, Edmund 
Molyneux, the property passed to his nephew, a second Richard 
Leigh. In the following January this Richard pushed on the plans 
for the new school by giving Milnehey meadow, forty yards by 
eighteen yards, as the building site. He said that he was impelled 
to make this gift
"out of his desire to the furtherance of Learning, and to the intent and purpose 
that the said intended Schoolhouse may for ever hereafter to the pleasure of 
Almighty God remain and be a Free Grammar School for the said parish of 
Upholland and such other adjacent places as the feoffees or governors of the 
said Schoolhouse for the time being shall think fit."

He nominated fifteen governors, presumably with their previous 
consent. At the head of the list stood Dr. Samuel Bispham, (1) a 
strong Royalist, Thomas Ashhurst, (2> a Parliamentarian, William

ul Samuel Bispham was the eldest son of William Bispham, one-time citizen and grocer of the 
City of London. Samuel inherited Bispham Hall, Billinge, on the death of his father in 1639. 
He was then about forty-four years old. Up to that time Samuel had spent little time at Billinge. 
He had read medicine first at Leyden University and then at Oxford. After practising for some 
time in Salford, he had gone to London, where he had become one of the physicians-in-ordinary to 
King Charles I. During the years of the Civil Wars, Dr. Bispham seems to have spent most of 
his time at the family home. At the Restoration he sought another court appointment, apparently 
without success. His will was proved in 1676. He was succeeded by his son Thomas, who died 
in 1677 and is buried in Upholland Churchyard. Most of the details of the following genealogical 
table will be found in the Record Society of Lancashire and Cheshire Publications, Vol. XV.

Thomas Bigpham = Elizabeth SmallBhatr

Edmund Manraret.d. 1 William 2 Rachel, d. of Tho3. Buek3t<m 
of Uichard Some =  buried at = of Colchester

of E33CX Upholland 
1039 3

= Mary, d. of Sir Jerome Weatou of Esser

1 | 2 III 1 I 2 
Prances, = Dr. Samuel, ^ Alice, d. of John William Thomas Sarah Thos.Cotton = Elizabeth = Thos. Bankee

d. of Rich. 
QroBvenor 
of Eaton

Laurence of Tutaome 1597-1883 o.a.p. o.g.p. of Cheshire I
Hall in Kent. Snbdean of I Mi Idlewz

d. 1639 Chester I

_____ _____________ I

William Samuel Jane William William Thomas Several 
All (lied younu 1637-1677 children

i i i i I
Katherine Elizabeth Frances William Thomas

b. 1667 b. 1668 b. 1669 b. 1670 b. 1676

'" In 1657 at the early age of seventeen years, Thomas Ashhurst had succeeded his father. 
William Ashhurst, M.P. for Newton in 1642 and for Lancashire in 1654, and one-time Major in 
the Parliamentary army. He was the head of the Ashhurst family of Ashhurst Hall, Dalton, and 
a cousin of Sir William Ashhurst, who was elected Lord Mayor of London in 1693. Thomas 
married Susanna, daughter of Sir Thomas Bossevile of Edelington, York.
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Bankes, 111 a Royalist sympathiser, and Robert Walthew, (2) a busi 
ness man without inconvenient political loyalties, four of the most 
prominent gentlemen in the Upholland area. Alexander Leigh, 
Geoffrey Birchall, Peter Parr, George Barton and Stephen Board- 
man represented the yeomen of Orrell: Bartholomew Holme, 
Christopher Roby, Henry Roby, Robert Holland, Lawrence Heaton 
and Humphrey Naylor the yeomen of the township of Upholland. 
These fifteen gentlemen constituted a board of governors, which 
could speak with authority for the people of the wide area which 
the school was intended to serve. The presence of Bispham of 
Billinge, Ashhurst of Dalton, Bankes of Winstanley and Walthew 
of Pemberton gave the board standing and prestige throughout the 
neighbourhood. The inclusion of the yeomen, who all belonged 
to families prominent in the public life of the district, ensured that 
the parents of the first pupils would have their wishes voiced. The 
governors lost no time. It would seem that they advanced the 
money or pledged their credit for the erection of the school building, 
and then set out to establish a "school stock" or endowment fund. 
In Upholland, Pemberton, Orrell and Winstanley, every yeoman 
was asked to bind himself and his heirs by deed to give an agreed 
sum to the school stock, and to pay 6 per cent interest until that 
sum had been paid in full. Over fifty of these deeds still exist. 
They show that individual payments varied from £1 to £10, and 
that more than £100 was subscribed in two or three years. It was 
a praiseworthy, democratic effort. Many surnames which today 
frequently appear in the School register are to be found in the list 
of donors Gaskell, Barton, Ashurst, Smallshaw, Holland, Pen- 
nington, Naylor, Worthington, Rigby, Jackson, Birchall, Banks, 
Watkinson and Fairclough. The school buildings were ready in 
1661. The governors dated the first rules 4 April 1661. That 
might well have been the opening day.

The greater part of the subscriptions made both before and soon 
after the opening of the School was swallowed up in building costs. 
"Inhabitants of Pemberton, Orrell, Winstanley and Upholland, who 
should not be worth £6 13^. 4d. a year" paid no fees for their 
children, so that, although a few richer parents paid fees graduated 
in accordance with their capacity to pay, fees alone could not ensure 
the salaries of the headmaster and usher. (3) The governors did not 
cease to canvass for subscriptions. Certain yeomen continued to 
pay annual interest on their gifts even after the promised sums had

al There were two William Bankes of Winstanley at this time. William Bankes the elder was 
about seventy-five years old in 1659: his son, William, was a vigorous young man of twenty-three. 
In nominating the trustees Richard Leigh stipulated "William Bankes the younger". Bankes 
played a big part in public life. He represented at different times both Newton and Liverpool in 
Parliament, and held the offices of deputy-lieutenant and vice-admiral for Lancashire. He 
married Frances, the only daughter of Peter Legh of Bruch.

111 Son of Jeffrey Walthew of Pemberton, Robert Walthew was a rich farmer and merchant- 
banker in Pemberton. He was related to William Prescott the Cavalier of Ayrefield. He died in 
1676. His daughter Elizabeth married Ralph Markland, head of one of the most important 
families in the Wigan area; his daughter Dorothy married first John Marsh of Liverpool, and 
then William Laithwaite, alderman of Wigan.

131 This agreement, dated 10 March 1674, is to he found among the Upholland Grammar 
School papers in the Lancashire Record Office.

"We whose names are subscribed do engage for these two years next ensuing, commencing at
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been paid in full. Even so the School had no financial stability. 
It lived from hand to mouth. In March 1666, out of the compara 
tively small estate which recusancy fines had left him, Richard Leigh 
gave a further donation. He empowered a number of local yeo 
men, including Edward Markland of Wigan, Edward Rigby of 
Shevington, John Barton of Orrell and John Walthew of Walthew 
Green, to grant and assure
"an annual rent of forty-eight shillings to be levied out of Mickleholme meadow 
to the maintenance of a Schoolmaster or Schoolmaster and Usher as shall from 
time to time be lawfully elected ... in the School newly erected in Upholland."'''

Two years later, March 22, 1668, Robert Walthew, one of the 
original trustees, made the financial position of the School far 
safer by conveying to the governors, then under the chairmanship 
of William Bankes, the buildings and lands of Newgate Farm, 
Upholland. Walthew made this gift of the farm buildings and 
sixteen acres of good, arable land
"for and towards the maintenance, keeping and maintaining of a Free Grammar 
School within the aforesaid Town of Upholland at all times for ever hereafter 
and also for and towards the maintaining, finding and keeping of a sufficient, 
able, learned man to be School-master, and also of another able and sufficient 
learned man to be Usher to keep the said Free Grammar School in the said 
Town of Upholland, therein to teach and instruct scholars and children of the 
inhabitants of Upholland and other adjacent townships."

Apart from the customary nominal rent, "the sum of five shillings 
at the feast day of the Birth of our Lord if the same should be 
lawfully demanded", Walthew imposed two conditions on this gift. 
Parents whose annual income was less than £6 13s. 4d. should 
be able to have their children educated free of charge,' 2 ' and all 
the inhabitants of Upholland, Orrell and Winstanley, who were or 
should be worth the sum of £6 \2>s. 4d. a year upwards, should 
together contribute £10 yearly to the School funds, "so that the 
yearly stipend of a master and usher at the said School might not 
fall short of the sum of four and twenty pounds." Several small 
payments, promised during the next few months by the more 
enthusiastic inhabitants of the neighbourhood and secured upon
Lady Day next, yearly to give to Mr. Francis Harper, Schoolmaster of Holland, on condition 
that he continue so long there, by quarterly payments the sums here and after expressed, and to 
continue the same so long as we have any son eoes to school to him there.

£ s. d. 
Wm. Bankes ... ... ... ... ... ... 7 0 0
Elizabeth Holme ... ... ... ... ... 3 0 0
Thomas Bispham ... ... ... ... ... 10 0
Thomas Ashhurst ... ... ... ... ... 10 0
Henry Roby ... ... ... ... ... ... I 0 0
Lawrence Heaton ... ... ... ... ... 40
Thomas Naylor ... ... ... ... ... 40
John Holland ... ... ... ... ... 8 0
Lawrence Halywell ... ... ... ... ... 1 0 0
Edward Roby ... ... ... ... ... 4 0
Edward Holt and J.R. ... ... ... ... 2 0 0

11 'Thirteen years later Richard Leigh wished to sell Mickleholme meadow. Accordingly 
5 February 1679 he signed two deeds granting annual rents of fifty-two shillings and forty-eight 
shillings, levied on "the Cuningwye and the Clough" in Orrell, to a number of trustees, including 
William Bankes, Robert Markland and Hugh Holme. Two or three weeks later, 22 February, 
the surviving trustees of the original gifts surrendered their rights on Mickleholme meadow.

"' It has been assumed that in making this condition Walthew was merely continuing an 
existing custom.
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their farms or smallholdings, guaranteed the necessary annual sum 
of £10. Thus Schoolhouse Farm, as it was later rechristened, 
became the property of the governing body. Whenever death 
reduced the number of governors to three or less, the survivors 
transferred the deeds of the farm to a fresh board of not less than 
seven members. Among the papers recently brought to light at 
the Lancashire Record Office there is a bundle of these parchment 
deeds, each of which recites in full the story of Walthew's original 
gift. 11 ' No doubt they helped to maintain the tradition that the 
School was founded by Walthew in 1668, and they are probably the 
only source of information used by H.M. Commissioners in pre 
paring their report in 1828.

From 1668 onwards the School counted itself reasonably well-to- 
do. Occasionally a new yeoman could be prevailed upon to make 
a contribution to the stock. 121 Such small capital as could be spared 
was lent out at interest upon the security of land,' 31 and on one 
occasion at least the School received a valuable legacy. When 
Ralph Markland, great-grandson of Robert Walthew, died in 1729 
he willed that £500 should be given to Upholland Grammar School 
and £100 to Wigan Grammar School. Unfortunately for the two 
schools he left insufficient money to pay all his debts and legacies in 
full. In September 1732 the interested parties met. The schools 
accepted the compromise sum of £260, and agreed to divide it, 
five-sixths (£216 13s. 4d.) to Upholland, and one-sixth (£43 6s. 8d.) to 
Wigan Grammar School. Thanks almost certainly to the business 
zeal of Robert Cawley, headmaster from 1728 to 1768, there has 
survived a statement of the School accounts dated 25 March 1740. 
It is not so full as one could have hoped for, and it has two addi 
tional notes of a later date, but it serves well enough to illustrate 
the diverse securities which constituted the financial foundations of

111 These deeds form a useful check upon lists of governors of the School. The transferences 
before 1828 were as follows: 

22 December 1684 Thomas Fleetwood, John Walthew, Ralph Culcheth and William Birchall 
of the original trustees appointed Christopher Roby of Upholland, Ralph 
Markland the Younger of Wigan and Thomas Hooton of Orrell.

24 December 1684 Roby, Markland and Hooton appointed William Bankes, Hugh Holme, 
Robt. Halliwell, Thos. Fleetwood, John Walthew, Ralph Culcheth and 
William Birchall. 

6 January 1699/ Holme and Culcheth appointed Thomas Bankes, Ralph Markland,
1700 Bartholomew Fleetwood, Christopher Roby and Jeffrey Prescott. 

3 November 1716 Bankes, Markland, Roby and Prescott appointed Thomas Ashhurst, Legh
Culcheth, Richard Southworth and Thomas Hooton. 

16 December 1730 Ashhurst. Culcheth and Southworth appointed Robert Bankes, Thomas
Wright of Cronton, Lawrence Halliwell and Hugh Holme.

2 May 1760 Halliwell and Culcheth appointed Richard Wilbraham Bootle of Lathom, 
William Bankes, Rev. Shirley Cotes, Rev. Thos. Holme, Robert Percival 
of Wigan. 

7 October 1775 Bootle, Cotes and Holme appointed William Bankes, Holt Leigh, Edward
Leigh and Rev. Charles Prescott.

31 May 1805 Ed. Leigh and Prescott appointed Rev. Geo. Bridgeman, Edward Wil 
braham Bootle, Robt. Holt Leigh, Meyrick Bankes and Rev. Fred. Holme. 

ia)On 9 February 1727 Richard Southworth, owner of the Lawns and Dean Heyes, Upholland, 
bequeathed "to the Scool of Up Holland (viz.) for the benefit! of the Scoolemasters and Augmenting 
the Schoole Stock the sum of Fifty Pound." Bankes Papers, Division 10. Bundle 8.

!3) From a receipt dated 22 October 1743, given by Lawrence Halliwell, governor, to Robert 
Cawley, headmaster, it can be seen that before that date £210 of the School stock had been secured 
by a mortgage on land belonging to James Brown of Scholes, Wigan. When Thomas Rainford 
of Wigan bought the land from Brown he paid oil the mortgage. The governors added four small 
capital sums to the £210, and lent £290 to Gilbert Sale upon the security of Hopcar Estate in 
Bedford.

H
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the School. By the time the Commissioners visited the School in 
1828, all the capital which had been lent to landowners at 5 per cent 
interest had been mor; safely invested in 3 per cent consols. The 
capital then amounted to £634 18j. 4d. The governors continued 
to enjoy the interest on this sum until 1906, when, in seeking 
recognition by the Board of Education, they received permission 
from the Charity Commissioners to use it for the building of the 
present gymnasium.

APPENDIX I

Rules of Upholland Grammar School 

4 April 1661

Certaine Orders appoyntted by the feofees in Trust for the 
Schoolelands to bee observed both by Masters and Schollars 
belonging to the Schoole of Upholland till further Order to the 
Contrary.

1. Impmis That every Scholar att his Entrance paye the Mr . 
hee is entred under A Groat.

2. Itm That both Masters and Schollars meete together by 
Seaven a Clocke in the morneing from february the first, till 
the first of October and parte att five And the residue of 
the yeare that they meete att Eight and pte att foure And 
that they begin and end wth prayer by either Mr.

3. Itm That the knowne holly dayes of the Church of England 
wth the halfe of the eve bee observed for playe dayes and noe 
other, except once a Month upon the importunitye of frends.

4. Itm That neither Mr . absent himselfe from the Schoole on 
schoole dayes either in pte or in whole whout the Consent of 
Samuell Boden Rector of Holland, Mr. Bartholomew Holme 
Laurance Eaton of Upholland or one of them.

5. Itm That offences against Godd immediatly such as are 
Curseing, sweareing lying either wthin the Schoole or wthout 
As also prophaneing of the Lords daye by playeing or other 
wise and such like offences be duely and truely Corrected.

6. Itm That what hurt soever is done to the Schoole or Schoole 
yord by the Schollars bee made good by the mastrs ioyntly.

7. Itm That every Schollar above Eight yeares old doe duely 
frequent the Church upon the Lords daye both forenoone and 
after and the Mast , doe cause them soe to doe.

8. Itm That any Schollar That shall refuse to submitt to 
receive due correccion for his iust offences bee forthwth expelled 
the Schoole and not to bee received in againe but upon Sub 
mission and due Correccion.
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9. Itm That Cockepence and other Gratuityes bee lefte to the 
goodwill of the parents and the same to bee given by the 
Schollars to the master they belonge to.

10. Itm That the masters bee carefull every Thursdaye betwixt 
one and three of the Clocke (att wch houre they are to pte) 
to Catachise and instruct there Scholars in the principalls of 
Relligion.

11. Itm That a fortnight and noe more bee Allowed to the 
Schollars for the barreing out of the mast*, before Christmas 
or pteing otherwise att the Discreation of the headmast*.

(The following rule, which is found in the list of rules dated 1 
January 1710, is missing from the 1661 edition, and might well have 
been detached by wear from the bottom of the scroll.)
12. Itm That the said Mr. Birchall [curate in charge at Upholland] 

for his time and with those who shall succeed him shall, as 
often as he or they think fit examine the Schollars under both 
Masters how they profit in learning and of the grounds in 
Religion according to their severall capacityes. 
Itm That the higher Master shall take any Scholar from 
under the hands of the Usher when any such Scholar is pfected 
in the Accidense.

APPENDIX II

This document is to be found among the Upholland Grammar 
School papers in the Lancashire Record Office. It is probably the 
work of Francis Harper, Headmaster during the seventies of the 
seventeenth century.

1673. June 24th.
Schoole Stocke and Wages paid by the inhabitants of Holland, 
Orrell and Winstanley.

Upper End of Holland
Stock

Lawrence Heaton 
Christopher Pennington 
John Holland 
Lewis Holland son 
Lewis Holland jun. 
Nicholas Hoy 
Thomas Walthewe 
Robert Billinge 
William Rigbie 
Wm. Whalley 
Edward Lea 
William Corless 
Widdow Smallshaw

£
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1

s.
0
0
0
10
10
10
10
0
15
10
10
10
10

d.
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Interest
£ s. d.

3 7
3 7
3 7
3 0
3 0
3 0
3 0
2 4
2 0
1 9
1 9
1 9
1 9

Person to whom
Bonds are made

Robert Walthewe

Lawrence Heaton 

Robert Walthewe

Law. Heaton 
Robt. Walthewe 
Law. Heaton
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1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

10
10
2
2
2
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Agnes Ashurst 
Widow Gaskell 
John Pickavance 
Gilbert Gaskell 
Peter Gaskell 
Edward Barton 
John Richardson 
Edward Worthington 
John Fairclough 
Richard Smallshaw

Lower End of Upholland.
	£ s. d.

Mr. Holme 10 0 0
Christopher Robie 400
Henry Robie 500
Henry Whalley 300
Law. Hallywell 300
James Walthewe 300
John Naylor 2 10 0
Ed. Holt Grant 300
John Walthewe 200
Thomas Naylor . 200
James Naylor 1 0 0
John Pennington 200
Edward Rigbie 1 0 0
Henry Fisher 1 0 0
James Houghton 100
Wm. Jackson 200

Orrell and Winstanley.

Mr. Banks 
Alexander Leigh 
George Barton 
George Bibby 
Randle Birchall 
Henry Watkinson 
Thomas Fairclough 
Oliver Worthington 
Edmund Bibby

Money given by: 
Thomas Eccleston which

is in the hands of John
Holland of Upholland 

Mr. Brownlow which is
in the hands of Lawr.
Heaton 

Robt. Fairclough in
hands of James and
John Walthew

£ s. d. 
500 
2 10 0 
2 10 0 
2 10 0 
200 
200 
1 10 0 
1 6 0 
1 6 0

£ s. d.

10 0 0

500

20 0 0

)L

2

£

2

£

1

£

LA

1
1

1

7

s.
12
4
6
3
3
3
3
3
2
2
1
2
1
1
1
1

11

s.
6
3
3
3
2
2
1
1
1

4

s.

12

6

ND

9
9
6
6
6
2
2
2
2
2

11

d.
0
8
0
7
7
7
0
7
4
4
2
4
2
2
2
5

11

d.
0
0
0
0
4
4
9
6
6

5

d.

0

0

G.S.

Robt. Walthewe
»» »

Law. Heaton
Robt. Walthewe

» »»
.,

Law. Heaton
Robt. Walthewe

»
» i»

Henry Robie
John Roby
Henry Roby
John Roby
Chris Roby
Henry Roby
Chris Roby

»» »>
Henry Roby

»
Chris Roby

Henry Roby
Evan Heaton
Mr. Banckes

Robt. Walthewe

Lawr. Heaton

Robt. Walthewe

Mr. Marshall

Robt. Walthewe

Mr. Marshall's yearly payment 1 0 0



FOUNDING OF UPHOLLAND G.S. 95

APPENDIX III

A List of Upholland School Stock March 25, 1740

£ s. d. 
Imp. Mortgage on Mr. Brown's Lands for £210 .. .. 10 10 0

School House Rent per arm. .. .. .. .. 1300
Abbey Rent per ann. .. .. .. .. .. 500
Marshall's Rent per ann. .. .. .. .. 100
Thos. Heyes Bond £30 .. .. .. .. .. 1 10 0
Nick Worthington Do. £10 .. .. .. .. 10 0
Wm. Heyes Do. £10 .. .. .. .. 10 0
In Cash dead £11 10 0 In Mr. Holmes hands on a

note
Dated Apr. 15, 1740 .. 11 6

Upon the Foundation payable every Midsummer.
Mr. Holme of Billinges .. .. .. .. .. 12 0
Mr. Roby . . . . .. .. . . . . 48
Mr. Halliwell . . . . .. . . .. . . 36
Mr. Holland Car Lane .. .. .. .. .. 30
Thos. Heyes .. .. .. .. .. .. 30
L. Holland John Martin .. .. .. .. 30
Henry Gaskell .. .. .. .. .. .. 19
I. Rigby In Aspinwalls .. .. .. .. 12
H. Fisher .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 12
Worthingtons .. .. .. .. .. .. 12
Pickavance In Dean .. .. .. .. .. 16

34 7 5

Bonds disputable.
R. Whaley. Int. pd. to midsummer 1737 by tenant of

purchaser .. .. .. .. .. .. 19
O. Withington. Int. pd. by Geo. L   (of the heir at

Law) to his death .. .. .. .. .. 19
J. Fairclough. Car Lane. Int. pd. by T. Fairclough

during his life .. .. .. .. .. .. 12
F. Hollands. Mr. Pearson. Int. pd. by Alex. Curgh-

ley during his life by order of Francis Holland a
clergyman deceased .. .. .. .. .. 36

0 711 (sic)

34 15 4 
Mr. Southworth's Legacy .. .. .. .. 2100

37 5 4

N.B. Mr. Brown's £210 with Mr. Southworth's later legacy to the school, 
viz. £50, as also Rich. Worthington's £10, Wm. Heyes £10, Mr. Holmes £10, in 
all £290, was put out to interest with £220 of the poors money and £90 of my 
own in all making £600 on a mortgage of Mr. Sale's estate of Hopcar within 
Bedford near Leigh. Dated Oct. 22, 1743 but the Int was advanced to Dec. 
21, 1743.

N.B. Waley's Int. allowd. to Cawley in his accs . to his landlady Mrs. Riley 
was paid to the School all the time Cawley was occupant of that Estate.
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APPENDIX IV

The following agreement is to be found among the Upholland 
Grammar School papers in the Lancashire Record Office. It is 
typical of the agreements made by the local yeomen, when the 
governors were anxious to build up a "School stock".

Nqverint universi per presentes me Gilbertus Gaskell de Upholland in 
Comitatu Lancastriae teneri et firmiter obligari Roberto Walthew de Pembertpn 
in dicto Lancastrio generoso in duobus libris bonae et legalis monetae Angliae 
solvendis Eidem Roberto Walthew aut suo certo attornato in hac parte Execu- 
toribus administratoribus vel assignatis suis ad quam quidem solucionem Bene 
et fideliter facienda oblige me heredes executores et administrators meos 
firmiter per presentes Sigillo meo Sigillatum datum vicessimo quinto die 
decembris Anno Regni Regis Caroli secundi nunc Angliae etc. [quartodecimo] 
Annoque domini 1662.

The condition of the above written obligation is such that if the above bounden 
Gilbert Gaskell his heires executors or administrators or anie of them shall and 
doe at one whole and entyre payment well and truely satisfie and paye or cause 
to bee contented satisfied and payed unto the above named Robert Walthew or 
to his certaine attorney (in that behalfe) executors or administrators or anie of 
them the full and just some of twentie Five shillinges of good and Lawfull money 
of England (for and towards raiseing of a stocke for the maintenance of the 
schoole lately erected att Upholland afforesaid) att or on the twentie fift day of 
decembr. next ensueing the date hereof wch. shall bee in the yeare of our Lord 
god one thousand six hundred sixtie and three And alsoe Lawfull interest for 
the same at everie quarters end in everie yeare for long and untill the said some 
bee payed as afforesaid to and for the dischargeing and payeing of the wages of 
a maister and usher att the said schoole Then the said obligation to bee voyde 
or ellse to remaine and bee of force and Effect in the Law.

Gilbert 
Gaskell x

hismrlw
Sealed Signed and delived.

in the psence. of
Rychard Leighe

Law. Eaton.


