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THE PRE-REFORMATION PLATE OF THE CHURCH 
OF ST. PETER, ASTON-BY-SUTTON, CHESHIRE

THE existing church at Aston-by-Sutton, dedicated to St. Peter and 
remodelled in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, was un­ 
fortunately much damaged by the explosion of an enemy land mine 
which fell in close proximity to the east end of the building in 1940. 
After lying derelict and disused for almost ten years, the work of 
restoration is now (1950) largely completed, and by careful repara­ 
tion, the interesting Stuart and early Georgian features of the church 
have been preserved without seriously impairing their characteristic 
details.

The manor of Aston belonged as early as the reign of Henry II 
to the family which took its name from the locality, and it was with 
considerable satisfaction during a recent examination of the 
damaged church and its furniture, that we discovered the plate 
included a pre-Reformation silver gilt chalice and a small paten. 
Both are quite unique in the diocese and probably the work of 
French craftsmen of the late fifteenth century. It can only be 
assumed that these beautiful examples of the mediaeval silversmith 
escaped during the upheavals of the Reformation because of the 
vigilance of the Aston family, and that later generations failed to 
recognize their true age and importance.

The silver Chalice has a plain shallow bowl supported by a 
graceful stem embellished with a sexfoil knop which springs from a 
broad sexfoil foot. Both the foot and knop of the stem are deli­ 
cately stamped with a narrow wreath of saltires. Three of the 
divisions of the foot of the Chalice are engraved with the symbols 
of the Rood. The panel on the opposite side to that on which the 
crucifixion is engraved bears a coat-of-arms, the shield containing 
five lions rampant and combatant within a cross. The Chalice is five 
and a half inches high, and the foot measures five and a quarter 
inches.

The silver-gilt Paten, measuring five inches in diameter is possibly 
of the same date as the Chalice, and as stated in the church inventory 
of 1789 is "French Plate". The centre of the Paten is engraved with 
a Manus Dei, and this is elaborated with four shields of crosses in 
saltire formation arranged within a wreath of lobes and running 
scrolls. The Paten, unfortunately, is much worn and at some 
period has been badly strengthened by the addition of a small 
supporting plate inserted in the base. The fitting of the plaque has 
caused some regrettable damage to the delicate engraving. The 
fact that the paten fits well as a fop to the Chalice suggests that both 
are coeval, and were originally fashioned by the same craftsmen.

There is also a larger silver Paten measuring ten and a half inches
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in diameter, having a circular foot with reeded rim. The centre is 
engraved with the arms of Offley of Madeley, co. Stafford, with 
plume mantling, 1675, Maker's mark R.L. and trefoil.

Mary Offley (1650-1712) married Sir Willoughby Aston, Bart. 
(1640-1702), and it is probable the Paten came to the church 
through her gift.

RAYMOND RICHARDS
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OF ST. PETER, ASTON-BY-SUTTON
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