
EARLY RECORDS OF THE MOCK CORPORATION 
OF SEFTON

BY EVELINE B. SAXTON, M.A., A.L.A. 

Read 18 November 1948

THE Mock Corporation of Sefton had nothing to do with 
local government. It was a social institution, founded 

by Liverpool gentlemen, merchants and tradesmen. Customs 
officers seem to have played an important part in its founda 
tion, for three out of the four earliest known leaders of its 
Council were Customs officials. (1) The members of the 
Corporation met on Sundays, repairing to an old inn to 
enjoy an excellent dinner, and after attending Sefton Church, 
which they sometimes styled the " Cathedral ", they devoted 
the rest of the afternoon to conviviality. Such menus as the 
following are common: " a boiled cod-fish, a couple of 
boil'd fowls, a roasted shoulder of mutton, a roasted spare 
rib of pork, a plum pudding, minc'd pyes, toasted cheese 
and some pretty tippling ale ". They elected from their 
number a Mayor, a Town Clerk, a Recorder, two Bailiffs, 
Aldermen, Common Council men, Sword-bearers, Mace- 
bearers and a Bellman, and they bestowed mock offices on 
most of the other members.

The Rev. Englebert Horley read to this society two papers 
on the Mock Corporation of Sefton. (2) They were based 
upon two record books of the Corporation, one running 
from 1771 to 1786, the other continuing to 1797, and both 
then preserved at the Punch Bowl Inn, Sefton. In 1893 
Mr. W. D. Caroe published a history of Sefton; 13 ' he used 
these two records and transcribed the second in full. Mr. 
Horley found no reference to the Corporation before 1764,

(1) In the record of the Corporation they are described simply as " gentle 
men," but the Liverpool Directory of 1766 reveals their calling. 

'"TRANSACTIONS, Vols. 33 (1881) and 34 (1882). 
"' W. D. Caroe and E. J. A. Gordon, Sefton (London 1893).
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but Mr. Caroe states that the Account Books began on 1 May 
1754. It might be thought that the last word hat been said, 
but two years ago the Liverpool Public Library was given a 
book which bears the inscription: " Sephton Records". 
This covers the period 18 October 1753 to 19 June 1796, and 
it appears to be the earliest existing record of the Corpora 
tion. (1)

There is another reason, a tragic one, which gives this 
document an added importance. In 1887 the whole of the 
regalia, minute and oath books and other relics of the 
Corporation were sold by the proprietors of the Punch 
Bowl to Mr. Cobham, of the Bear's Paw, Liverpool, for £41, 
and by him they were presented to the Liverpool Museum. 
They were placed on exhibition in a glass case in the Local 
Room in the Museum, and were there destroyed by enemy 
action during the night of the 3-4 May 1941. They were of 
course only one small item of what was lost in that dreadful 
holocaust, but the episode shows the value of Mr. Horley's 
papers in our TRANSACTIONS, and of Mr. Caroe's work which 
followed them. But for the fortunate accident that this 
present volume has survived in private hands, little concrete 
evidence of the Corporation would now remain. One other 
relic is the Corporation pew in Sefton Church, to which I 
shall refer later.

The items destroyed in the Museum were:

1. A large mace of tin, silvered and gilded. Round the body 
were four panels and rosettes alternately; on the first panel 
was painted the inscription: The gift of F. Cast, Esq. A.Dom. 
1764; on the second, a turtle; on the third below an obliter- 
ted picture is VIVIMUS; and on the fourth a rat or pig 
running.

2-3. Two small maces of tin, gilded and painted; on one of them 
the top piece (consisting of crown, fleur-de-lys, etc.) is remov 
able, revealing a cup-shaped cavity for drinking purposes. 
It was from this mace that all new members drank when 
taking the oath of membership. 

4. Large wooden mace, gilt, surmounted with brass cross.

(1) A hint of something earlier might bs seen in an entry of 1764 wl.ich 
refers to the " Oath of a Common Council Man of Sephton as extracted from 
an old Record much defaced." But the names of the eighteen Common 
Councillors appended to this oath appear in the record now under discussion, 
a record which, as explained, does not go back beyond 1753.
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5. Iron sword in a wooden case, the handle of brass, studded 
with white paste: one arm missing.

6. Iron sword, the pommel and guard gilt; handle and sheath 
covered with red plush with gilt bands.

7. Oar of tin, gilded and painted with a turtle on one side and a 
fish on the other.
(As no other oar is mentioned in the minutes, this seems to be 
the silver oar referred to on the 5 November 1786: Ordered 
that the Silver Oar presented to this Borough by the late much 
respected John Brownwell, Esqre., Lieut. of the Seraphis in the 
memorable action with Paul Jones in the late War, be repaired, 
& thereon be inscribed: " The Gift of John Brownwell, Esqre, 
to the Boro' & Corporation of Sephton"). The Corporation 
was called upon in October 1787 to pay for this Oar, and it 
was agreed to rescind the above Order. 

8-10. Two black gowns, with velvet and silk (Bailiff) facings, and a
felt hat, very much moth-eaten.

11-12. Two minute books of the " Corporation of Sephton," for the 
years 1771-1786 and 1786-1797.

13. Book containing the forms of "Oath on Taking Office, 
Freeman's Oath," etc., as well as a list of the members of 
Mock Corporation.

14. Cash account book of the Corporation from 1754 to 1829.
15. A Copy of the Proceedings of the General United Society for 

supplying the British Troops upon the Continent with extra 
clothing, etc. London, 1798. (Presented to the Sephton 
Society at Liverpool.) The Sephton Society contributed 
£105, in addition to 500 shirts.

16-18. Along with the above objects, though probably not part of the 
regalia, was a Scottish claymore, a metal stand, and an estate 
account book.

The book containing the forms of oaths and a list of the 
members of the Corporation must have been similar to the 
volume under discussion, but can hardly have been the same, 
for previous writers are unlikely to have ignored so early a 
record if they had known of it. It may be thought sur 
prising that there should have been two such books, but the 
following extracts from the minutes transcribed by Mr. 
Carde throw some light on this. On Sunday the 23 May 
1790 we find:

Ordered in Council!, that the Book containing " Sephton 
Records " be sent to Mr. Burgess Dodson, on his promise to trans 
cribe the same into regular order, & that the said book (with such 
amendment he may think proper) be returned on or before Sunday, 
30th May, 1790."<J > 

11 'Op. tit, p. 288.
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The following Sunday Mr. Burgess Dodson is censured for 
not attending with the records and is ordered to be fined a 
Crown bowl of Punch; the next Sunday he brings the records 
" Alas! untranscribed ", but presumably he transcribed them 
at a later date. Therefore two sets of minutes for the same 
period really seem to have existed; one, used chiefly to record 
the election of the mayor and burgesses and other official 
business, and another, more detailed, as a chronicle of social 
activities.

The register at the end of the book is grandiloquently 
stated to be a list of members of the " Honourable Freemen 
of the Antient and Loyal Corporation of Sephton held by 
a Charter from King William the Conqueror". It is 
numbered from 1 to 1532; the first items are undated, but 
from the names occurring in the minutes they evidently 
belong to 1753 and are valuable because they precede by 
thirteen years the first Liverpool directory. From No. 332 
(6 April 1764) the date is entered on every occasion until the 
last entry (27 May 1829). The word " dead " is written 
against most of the early entries; in one case we find " Dis- 
franch'd". Though most of the members were Liverpool 
men, there are addresses in London and many parts of 
England, in Europe, America, and particularly in the West 
Indies. During the Napoleonic Wars naval and military 
men, apparently stationed in the district, are encountered. 
On 7 March 1784 the Right Honourable William Pitt was 
sworn in a Freeman through his proxy, Richard Woodward; 
on 18 October of the same year, the " truly gallant Lord 
Hood " by his proxy Mr. Bailiff Howard; on 29 April 
1814 Louis Xavier Stanislaus, King of France; and on 24 
June in the same year all the allied rulers, the Duke of 
Wellington, and all the victorious generals were admitted as 
Honorary Freemen. Many names celebrated in Liverpool 
annals are in the register, among them John and Charles 
Eyes (the surveyors), Edgerton Smith (schoolmaster and 
printer, father of the founder of the Liverpool Mercury), 
John Dawson (the captain of the famous " Mentor " that 
captured the " Carnatic "), Henry Grayson, mariner, and 
Edward Grayson, carpenter (founders of the Grayson ship 
building firm), Richard Brooke (author of Liverpool as it was
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in the last quarter of the eighteenth century), John Black- 
burne (merchant), John Penkett (" deliverer of gunpowder 
at Liscard "), Robert Jones (silversmith), John Foster, jun. 
(architect of the Custom House), Richard Westmacott 
(the sculptor, described as " statuary"), James Dawson 
(physician), John Dicas (optician), John Tobin (mariner, of 
the Isle of Man), John Holt (the schoolmaster of Walton, 
and collector of much of the material in the Holt and Gregson 
MSS.), Duncan McViccar, Clayton Tarleton, Spencer Steers, 
Pudsey Dawson, Moses Benson, John Bridge Aspinall, and 
that well-known character in Liverpool society, Joseph 
Daltera.

Among the more unusual descriptions appended to mem 
bers are: Robert Parry, tabellion (l) and notary public; 
John Slater, poison seller; John Luthner, outlaw; Captain 
Robert Moore, Lonsdale Local Militia, of everywhere; 
Pierce Somerset Butler, Ireland, man of pleasure, Th. G. 
Duarte, Portuguese, a man of ships.

No entry occurs in the minutes between October 1775 and 
October 1783, and the same gap may be noticed in Mr. 
Horley's paper, which leads one to conclude that the society 
did not meet for seven or eight years about this time. This 
is confirmed by the register, where No. 729 is dated 7 May 
1776, and No. 730 is dated 30 November 1783.

Perhaps the most important service rendered by these 
records is their throwing of light on the early rendezvous of 
the Corporation. It has usually been taken for granted that 
it met at the Punch Bowl Inn, and indeed in its later years it 
must have done so; but the Punch Bowl did not exist in 
1753. Mr. Horley refers to Nellie Barker as hostess of the 
Punch Bowl, (2) though later he speaks of the Corporation 
as meeting in the old " Church Inn ". (3) This old inn was 
said to have stood in the churchyard, <4) and some time in the 
nineteenth century to have been divided into two cottages, 
which were demolished in the 1880's; (5) but it cannot be 
traced in the churchyard either on the Sefton Estate map of

<i> = scrivener or public notary (Oxford English Dictionary).
(2) TRANSACTIONS, Vol. 33, p. 224.
I3) Ibid., p. 226.
14 ' T. Williams, Thornton in Sefton Parish (Thornton 1947), p. 69.
< 6 > W. D. Caroe, op. cit., p. 137.
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1769 (1) or on the 6in. Ordnance Survey Map of 1847-9. Yet a 
building undoubtedly existed, for in the Rules and Orders of 
another organization, the Sefton Benevolent Society, dated 
1820, it is stated that the meetings were held at the White 
House, in Sefton Church Yard. It was undoubtedly an old 
building, and one is at once struck by the similarity of the 
fate of the inn to that of the seventeenth century schools 
erected by Anthony Molyneux, a former Rector, to the north 
of the Church. Mr. Caroe, writing in 1893, says of these: 
" The remains of the schools erected by Anthony Molyneux 
consist only of a confused heap of stones lying outside the 
churchyard, among which, however, are sufficient traces 
to determine their date. They were formerly on the east 
side of the ' Punch-bowl' Inn, and seem to have been dis 
mantled and converted into cottages before they were pulled 
down a few years ago." (2) It is improbable that in this 
small area there should be two buildings turned into cottages 
in the same manner and demolished at the same time, and it 
is a reasonable conclusion that they were in fact one and the 
same, and that the inn should be looked for to the east of the 
Punch Bowl. The 1769 Sefton Estate plan does show a 
building in this situation quite clearly, abutting on but not 
inside the graveyard wall, and as it furthers shows it to be 
occupied by William Barker, the innkeeper whose name 
appears frequently in these minutes, there can be no doubt at 
all that this was the location of the inn. The Tithe Award 
Map of 1843 <3) also shows the cottage, now divided into two, 
occupied respectively by Henry Coppull and John Mitchalson, 
while the Punch Bowl, which did not appear on the earlier 
map, is shown as a large building occupied by Mary Bowker. 
The 25in. Ordnance Survey Map of 1893 shows the Punch 
Bowl standing alone, thus confirming the disappearance of 
the two cottages in the 1880's. The Punch Bowl is said to 
have been first erected for the church as the clerk's house, 
but it must have superseded the Church Inn before 1824, 
for according to Baines's Directory of Lancashire of that date 
it was then the only inn in Sefton, Mary Bowker being the

ll( In the County Record Office, Preston. %
«> Op. cit., p. 54.
(3) In the County Record Office, Preston.
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tenant as in 1843. The land on which the two inns were 
built is marked on the 1769 map as the Church Fields, and 
perhaps on this occasion " churchyard " is used to include 
both the graveyard and the fields. There is a faded photo 
graph in the Liverpool Public Library which shows the 
gable-end of one of the cottages visible between the Punch 
Bowl and the Church. (1) Some of the stones of the old 
building are now to be found at the base of the church tower. 

In addition to the meetings at Sefton, it is well known that, 
at a later period meetings were held at the Bootle Coffee , 
House; they are recorded here in 1772, eleven years earlier 
than the date suggested by Mr. Horley; but a hitherto 
unsuspected fact emerging from these minutes is that from 
the beginning they were sometimes held at " Baxters " in 
Down Litherland or, a& we should now say, Seaforth. The 
first meeting recorded in the minutes was held on 15 October 
1753, probably at Sefton though the place is not stated, and 
was for the purpose of choosing a Mayor. It cannot have 
been the first meeting of the Corporation, for there were 
already a Mayor, Bailiff, Aldermen and twenty-three bur 
gesses. The Mayor, Bailiff and Aldermen were Edward 
Lowndes, John Marsden, William Dobb and Henry Hamer, 
and as these names are among the first ten in the register I 
think we may take it that they were indeed the first officers. 
Among those who voted in the election was Lawrence 
Delaney, inn-holder, the landlord of the Sefton inn. The 
Mayor elected was Samuel Smith, and the Court proceeded 
to choose the following officers:

The Revd. Thos. Mercer Chaplain
Thomas Rumbold, Esqr. Recorder -
John White Mayor's Bailiffe
Saml. Jones Town's Bailiffe
Aug. Woodward Town Clerk
John Backhous, Esqr. Treasurer
Josh. Clegg Sergeant
Edward Rathbone Swordbearer
Samuel Kirk \ c u r> -r«-.,,.  ... . > Sub-BailiffesWillm. Atkmson f
William Abram Bellman

(1) See Plate XXVI. In the Liverpool Public Library there is also (Herdman 
Collection No. 785/6) a small water-colour of the inn. It bears the date 1859.
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Lawrence Delaney Exchange Sweeper
Robert Clay Dockmaster and Engineer
Thomas Barton ' Brewer and ale taster
Thomas Antrobus Surgeon
James Leigh Apothecary
Edward Parr Farrier
Edgerton Smith Printer
Philip Syers Sword bearer of Baxter Bor.

The offices assigned usually corresponded to the profession 
or trade followed by the members in ordinary life, so that 
Lawrence Delaney's being dubbed " Exchange Sweeper " 
definitely establishes him as the custodian of the building 
where they met. »

Philip Syers as " Sword bearer-of Baxter Borough " has 
led to some interesting discoveries about Baxters or Baxter's 
Summer House, which is shown in the Seaforth district on 
maps of 1768 (Yates and Perry) and 1786 (Yates). Baxter's 
House is shown, too, as a place of importance on Emmanuel 
Bowen's map of Lancashire, 1753, though Bootle is not 
marked. On 1 September 1747 a messuage in Litherland 
(which of course then included the present Seaforth) was 
leased to Joseph Baxter for the lives of himself, aged 62, his 
daughter Catherine, aged 36, and her husband, Philip Syers, 
aged 35. Baxter died in January 1752, and a new lease of the 
father-in-law's property was granted to Philip Syers on 1 
August in that year. There is a register of eighteenth century 
alehouse recognizances in the Lancashire County Record 
Office, but unfortunately there is a gap in the West Derby 
section before 1753, so that it cannot be shown that Baxter 
was an innkeeper, though it is extremely probable for in the 
1753 returns Philip Syers's name is given. Baxters, consist 
ing of several buildings and a bowling-green, can be identified 
on the Litherland Estate Plan of 1769, (1) and is shown to be 
in Syers's occupation. There seems little doubt then that 
Baxters was for some time an inn I say " for some time " 
because after 1767 Philip Syers is not recorded as innkeeper, 
although he did not die until December 1777.

I have dealt with Baxters at some length, partly because 
it has frequently excited the curiosity of those who have

111 In the County Record Office, Preston.
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noticed it on the Yates and Perry Map, and partly because it 
was the meeting-place for the second and third sessions of 
the Corporation in this book, e.g.

" llth November, 1753. At a meeting held at Phillip 
Syers alias Baxter Bor. in Order to fill up the vacant 
offices."

" December 21st, 1753. A council being held at Baxter 
Borough."

It is probable that this meeting-place was chosen as more 
accessible than Sefton in the winter. It is well known that 
the roads at this period were execrable in the winter months, 
but Baxters could be reached by riding along the sands. 
There are several references to riding on the sands in Mr. 
Caroe's transcript of the later minutes, e.g.,

" At Bootle on Sunday ye 3d May 1789. After dinner 
Burgess Dodson rose in his seat, and with a face full of 
sorrow and woe begged leave to signify to His Worship the 
Mayor and the Worshipful the Aldermen and the Bur 
gesses present that on Sunday last the worthy Bellman of 
this Borough was unhorsed on the Sands of the Borough 
in his road homeward." (1)

Perhaps too the Customs officers who seem to have been so 
prominent in the early days of the society were well acquainted 
with Baxters as a rendezvous.

The last time that the minutes were headed " Baxters " 
was on 11 November 1764. Perhaps it was because Philip 
Syers ceased to be an innkeeper that the venue of the winter 
meeting was changed to Bootle, which is mentioned for the 
first time in this book in October 1772:

" On the 25th inst. being the Day of removing the Regalia 
from Sephton to Bootle, The Worshipful Mayor spent 
10s/6 in the company of the Freemen attending on that day, 
The Town Clerk 5s. & the Bailiffs 2s. 6d. each, the Deputy 
Town Clerk 2/."

111 W. D. Caroe, op. tit., p. 239.
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At the Bootle meeting on 1 January 1774 occurs the only 
reference to the transport of the members in these minutes:

" At a meeting held at Bootle this 1st January 1774, 
it is agree'd, by the Mayor & Burgesses then present, that 
for a coach and one pair of Horses, to come to Bootle at 
four o'Clock in the Afternoon to carry the Company to 
Liverpool, if the Coach don't wait, or is detained more than 
one Hour the Owner of the Coach to be paid no more than 
five shillings, if a Post Chaise to Carry three persons or less, 
to receive three shillings."

It was on 18 February of this year that the Leeds and Liver 
pool Canal was opened, making it possible for the members 
to walk along the Canal bank to the Coffee House Bridge. 
That they did so sometimes is shown by another extract from 
Mr. Caroe's transcript:

" At Bootle the 9th November, 1788. Mr. Recorder 
with the utmost deference rose in his seat, and begged leave 
to signify that on Sunday last as he and Burgess Dunn were 
returning home from the Borough along the Banks of the 
Canal Burgess Dunn involuntarily but yet of his own 
accord and without any impuse ab extra, walked into the 
Canal, where he was exposed to a most copious ablution. 
And therefore Mr. Recorder humbly moved that in order 
to guard against a similar accident in future, whereby the 
life of a worthy Burgess prone to Liquor might be endan 
gered, the Corporation shall forthwith give directions to 
their Surveyor to survey the road along the Canal, and next 
Sunday report to the Corporation the most effectual ] 
mode to be adopted for guarding against a similar acci 
dent." (1)

This same year it was decided to hold the summer meetings 
in Bootle too, as the minutes record:

" On the 2nd Day of April 1774 being the Eve of Easter 
& the Day before the Regalia was usually remov'd from

p. 216.
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Bootle to Sephton It was unanimously agreed by the 
Members who have hereunder subscribed their Names 
that for the future the Meeting shall by adjournment be 
held at Bootle during the Summer Season."

In 1783 it is recorded that:

" by adjournment this 30 Nov. it was determined to hold 
the Meeting at the House of Thos. Halliwell (commonly 
known by the name of Bootle Coffee House) during the 
winter season."

From the register of members we learn that Thomas Halli 
well, innkeeper, Bootle Marsh, was made a freeman on 8 
May 1785. Bootle Coffee House had been their place of 
meeting much earlier than this, probably even from 1772. 
On 18 October 1775 we find:

" By order of the Mayor and Common Council this day 
assembled by adjournment at Bootle Coffee House the 
Weekly Meeting shall be held on Sunday for the Winter 
Season and the Dinner to be on Table at \ past one and at 
2 in Summer."

The name of the inn is commemorated in Coffee House 
Bridge; the picturesque but decidedly inconvenient structure 
built in 1781 was demolished in 1937 and replaced by one 
more useful though scarcely so pleasing to the eye.

The Coffee House enjoyed great fame in its day. Mr. 
Mayer (1> speaks of it as a favourite resort of London artists 
spending their holiday in the north, and Mr. Moss (2) talks 
of the two Coffee Houses or Hotels at Bootle Mills, " where 
genteel company resort for sea bathing and sea air in the 
summer season." Nevertheless its exact location is uncertain 
though from the proximity of Coffee House Lane marked on 
the 1847-9 Ordnance Survey Map it seems probable that it 
was near the site of the Derby Arms Hotel, which first 
appears in the Liverpool Directory in 1837. The last entry

(1 > Early Exhibitions of Art in Liverpool (1876), p. 37. 
121 Liverpool Guide (1797), p. 155.

H
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for the Bootle Coffee House is eight years earlier, in 1829; 
it may be that it was demolished and that the Derby Arms 
was built in the interval. In 1813 the hackney coach fare 
from the Stand in Castle Street to Bootle Coffee House was 
scheduled under " country fares " as five shillings.

The annual election of a Mayor was carried out with as 
much solemnity as in real government. Mr. Horley gives a 
list of Mayors compiled chiefly from the names carved on 
the Corporation pew in Sefton Church. This list can be 
supplemented from these records, which yields the following 
names:

1753-3 Edward Lowndes 1762-3
1753-4 Samuel Smith 1763-4
1754-5 Thomas Rumbold 1764-5
1755-6 John Brooks 1767-8
1756-7 Henry Hamer (declined)

Anthony Grayson 1768-9
1757-8 Thomas Anyon 1769-70
1758-9 Isaac Blackwood 1770-1
1759-60 Ross Alien 1771-2
1760-1 John Maine 1772-3
1761-2 George Hutton 1774-5

Thomas Foxcroft 
James Saunders 
Samuel Kirkes 
James Carruthers 
John Dobson 
Peter Ellames 
William Berry 
John Zuill 
John Grundy 
Thomas Beckwith 
Thomas Burton

The Corporation pew still exists in Sefton Church, though 
no names can now be distinguished. Several items in the 
minutes have reference to this pew. The first is dated 21 
December 1754 and reads as follows:

" A Council being held at Baxter Borrough, a Petition 
was brought in that a Publick seat ought to be purchased 
in Sephton Church, and after a full hearing it was ordered 
that a Committee should be Chose to fix upon a propper 
Part of the said Church for such seat to be fixed in, and full 
power is hereby given to the said Committee to buy the 
same upon reasonable Terms, and the Committee for that 
purpose are as under,

Thomas Rumbold, Esq., Mayor 
Henry Hamer, Alderman 
William Dobb, Alderman 
Jacob Holme, BalifTe 
Thomas Johnson 
Augustine Woodward, Clerk "
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The next reference is dated 25 July 1755:

" We whose Names are herewith subscrib'd do oblige 
our selves to pay to the Town Clerk of the Corporation the 
siim of One shilling a year during the term of seven Years, 
commencing the 24th June last, being for rent of a seat in 
Sephton Church contracted for with Mr. John Blanchett 
at the Yearly Rent of Fifteen shillings, as witness our hands

"Ar. Lord Sam. Smith Thos. Rumbold " 
and 40 others.

  In 1772 the Council decided to erect a pew for themselves, 
as the following minute of 19 April 1772 shows:

" A Council being summoned and accordingly met at 
the ancient and usual place in the Borough of Sephton to 
consider upon Matters and things relating the erecting a 
Seat in the Parish Church of the Borough upon a Lott of 
Ground presented to this Corporation by the Rev. Mr. 
Rothwell the Rector thereof, and the sd. Councill having 
unanimously agreed that such seat should be erected for 
the benefit of the Mayor, Bailiffs and Common Councill 
to sit hear knell and stand at Divine Service at all conven 
ient times in the said Parish Church, the said Order is now 
by the Direction of John Grundy, Esqr. the Worshipfull 
the Mayor, recorded in this the Corporation Book, & 
by the sd. John Grundy Esq., Robt. Tyrer the Corporation 
Joiner is appointed to build the sd. seat and that the Bill 
of the sd. Robt. Tyrer shall be paid by the Town Treasurer 
out of the Corporation Estate."

The rules of the Corporation are set down in the minutes 
for 11 November 1753:

" Whereas many Irregulations have been Introduc'd for 
want of conforming to Order We the said Mayor, Recorder, 
Alderman and Common Council now Confirm the follow 
ing rules:

" Viz. That no Person be admitted a Burgess of this 
Corporation without taking the following Obligation,
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viz. ' I A.B. Sincerely promise to be a true and faithfull 
Member of this Ancient and Loyal Corporation, and also 
to Conform to all the Laws and Laudable Customs there 
unto belonging. So help me Ale.'

" The Persons taking the above Obligation admitted free 
paying one Shilling to the Treasurer, or in his Absence to 
his Deputy whom he shall appoint.

" It is also Order'd and Agreed that whatever Member or 
Burgess of this Corporation shall have Venison or Turtle, 
&c. by wch good harmony & Society may subsist shall 
order the same where the Mayor Bailiffes and Majority 
in Councill shall think Propper and each Donor to make a 
Proper report thereof.

" And Whereas it is found Inconvenient that the Election 
day for the Mayor of this Corporation was annualy Octr. 
the 18th, it is now Order'd and agreed on, that the day of 
Election for that office shall be on the first day of August 
for ye future.

"It is also Order that the Treasurer shall at the first 
meeting of Councill produce his Accts. and deposit the 
Ballancc due to the Corporation if Requir'd.

" Sam. Smith, Mayor "

As time went on the list of officers of the Corporation 
became longer, and more opportunity was afforded to the 
members to exercise their sense of humour. After 1773 they 
no longer confined themselves to Corporation offices, but 
assumed names borrowed (and distorted) from wider spheres 
of government, some of them dignified, some frankly ridicu 
lous. As I mentioned earlier, they usually had some refer 
ence to the holder's profession or status; thus Captain 
Simms, Captain Weatherspoon and Captain Rimmer (evi 
dently in the African trade) are made Commissioners of the 
African Committee; John Sibbald, stationer, becomes 
Librarian; Thomas Moore, Draper, is Wool Stapler; John 
Eaton, clerk to the carters, is Commissioner for the Regula 
tion of Hackney Coaches; Niss Nissen, a foreign merchant, 
is Ambassador to the Prussian Court; Captain John Dawson, 
privateer and slave trader, is Africa Man; and other mariners 
receive such high-sounding titles as " Governor of Winebba
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Fort ", " Governor of Dominica ", " Governor of Widdaw ". 
A few more of the more curious offices are " window 
peepers ", " Coalhole keeper ", " Ranger of Sefton Park ", 
" Translator of ye Oriental languages ", " Father of ye 
Parish ", " Captain of All England ", " Javelin man ", and 
" Patentee for the Purchase of Bark in the Corporation 
estate ".

It will perhaps be thought rather disappointing that there 
are in this book few of those gems of humour that are to be 
found in Mr. CarOe's transcription. The volume is mainly 
concerned with the election of Mayors, Aldermen, Burgesses 
and Corporation officials it may indeed be the book 
referred to in the fuller minutes of 4 July 1790 as the " Book 
of Elections." (1) The doings of the world outside are faith 
fully reflected if a Parliamentary election occurred the 
society held one too, and Tarleton and Gascoyne were 
elected with due solemnity; when war is declared against 
France war is formally declared here too. There are just a 
few items that have a more personal interest and are perhaps 
worth quoting:

" 11 th November, 1753. P.S. Information being given 
that John Marsden an Ancient freeman of this Bar. being 
Summoned to appear herein, and having appeared in the 
limits thereof Clandestinely shall be calVd to Order for non- 
Compliance of the Summons aforesaid."

"May ye 1th, 1768. Whereas our worthy Mayor is 
Strayed or otherwise has been misled, This is to notice free 
and Independent Electors that on S  y the 8th of May 
Inst. at the usual place, a new one will be chosen in his 
Stead, whether the rest of the Council attend or not.
" By order of the Bayliffs and R.P. Town Clerk. In con- 

ciquence of the above advertisement & a proclamation 
isued, John Dobson Esqr. was duly elected Mayor for the 
remainder of the Yeare without opposition The Peace of 
the Town being at mark. 8th May, 1768.

John Lyon
Henry North Bailiffs "

i 1 ' W. D. Caroe, op. cit. p. 293.
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" Corporation of Sephton, 29th Octr., 1769, Richard 
Tate of Liverpool, Mercht. having declined the Honour of 
being admitted a Freeman of this ancient and loyal Borough 
which was this day offered to him. It is ordered by the 
Worshipful the Mayor, the Councel and the rest of the 
members of the said Borough that the said Richard Tate 
be henceforth for ever rendered incapable of being admitted 
to the said Honour.'"

" 1771, 1st Dec, Charles Brown was charged before 
the Worshipful the Mayor by the Town Clerk for an assault 
committed by him with an intent to take the Records of this 
Boro' when his Worship and the Bellman entered into a 
recognizance (100 £ each) for his appearance on the &th 
Deer, next at 3 o'clock. The Delinquent in 200 £."

" Mr. Thos. Wakefield wagers Mr. Dunn a Crown Bowl 
of Punch the Ship Pennant did not arrive this 13 Jany. 1772."

" 25 Octo. 1772. Agreeable to Order of Council made in 
Aldm. ZuiVs Mayoralty the first Gentm. who presented 
this Corporn. with a Turtle should be made a Councilman, 
Mr. Thos. Patrickson made us a present of a Turtle & a 
pig & is on that acct. entitled to be sworn in a Council Man 
agreeable to said Order.

Will. Browne, Town Clk."

" 28th Novr. 1773. Captn. Sims laid a wager of 5s. 
to one shilling with Capt. Powell, to be spent in Liquor for 
ye Benefit of ye Corpn., which wager being taken into con 
sideration it was unanimously agreed by the company 
present that Capt. Sims had lost his wager, upon good old 
Maxim that odds at Liquor always loose." (In margin 
" Dec. 5 not paid LL.B. Paid & spent 29 Jany 1774. 
LL.5.")

" Monday, Octr. llth, 1774. This Day being the usual 
Day of riding the Liberties of this Borough the Burgesses 
rode the same attended by all the Hunts being upwards of 
180 Horse the greatest there that has been this many years. 
The Mayor not being present this Day, contrary to the usual 
Custom on account of a refusal being made to his Nomination
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of a Person to serve the Corporation with Liquor on this 
Ocasion."

" October 3\st, 1784. At a Meeting held at Bootle 
this day, the following Gentlemen were made Officers for 
the ensuing year, or continued in their former offices, but 
on account of the Regalia (belonging to this Antient Cor 
poration) being Stole by some Person or Persons unknown, 
on Tuesday Night last, the awful Ceremony of Swearing 
them into Office was obliged to be performed without it, & 
the Oaths administered in a Half Pint Glass." (Another 
account of this theft of the Regalia, and of the usual 
administering of the oaths in the receptacle contained in 
the mace, is given in Mr. Horley's paper). (1)

" Bootle, 23J. Octor. 1785. The same Day came on 
the Election of Lady Patroness, when

Mr. Robert Howard bid for Miss Pole 12 Bottles
Mr. James Grundy bid for Miss Taylor 5 do
Mr. T. S. Dunn for Miss Hodson 6 do
Robert Holme, Esqr.for Miss Hall 13 Bottles

which being the highest offer for the nomination, Miss Hall 
was thereupon duly elected Lady Patroness to the Loyal 
Corporation of Sefton." (Mr. Horley also dealt at length 
with this custom of electing a Patroness, and gave a list 
of those holding the office). (2)

" 1786, June 18. This day William Unsworth was 
sworn in Master of the Horse, Drank his Ale & no doubt 
will behave himself properly."

" 1790, Feby 1%ih. Mr. Edward Blackstock was duly 
admitted a Common Council Man, & took the accustomed 
Oath (nay the long Oath)"

In identifying the Sefton and Baxter inns invaluable help 
was received from Mr. Sharpe France of the Lancashire 
County Record Office and from Mr. Thomas Williams.

(1) TRANSACTIONS, Vol. 33, pp. 227, 24-5. 
w lbid., pp. 227-8.




