
Annual General Meeting, March 2017
I would like  to wish all our members a happy and successful 2017 and remind you that this 

year's AGM is being held at 2pm on 22 March 2017 in Liverpool Central Library.  We always 

welcome suggestions for the furtherance of the aims of the Society and offers of help in  

organising the programme of events so do try to come along.
 

 

Arlene Wilson, President

                                 

From 1830 to the abolition of public executions in 1868, there 

was a growing critique of execution crowds among elite 

commentators. To date, however, most, if not all, discussion of 

this critique has focused on the Metropolis, elite groups and 

decision makers and on national newspapers such as The 

Times. In this paper I will shift the focus towards the provinces, by 

exploring how execution crowds were represented in the provincial press. Drawing on a sample of 

145 accounts of executions published between 1830 and 1868 I will explore the differing ways in 

which local execution crowds were represented in four Lancashire newspapers, the Liverpool 

Mercury, Manchester Times, Lancaster Gazette and Manchester Courier

   Early Spring Lectures
Wednesday 22 February 2pm, Liverpool Central Library 

meeting rooms. 

 Dr John Walliss, Liverpool Hope University

`The Greatest Portion of the Scum of Society`?  

Representations of Execution Crowds in the Lancashire 

Press 1830-1868
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Joseph Mayer (1803-1886). Founding Member of the Historic 

Society of Lancashire and Cheshire 

Joseph Mayer was a nineteenth-century Liverpool goldsmith, who 

built an extensive collection of ceramics, antiquities and British 

archaeological finds. In 1867 he gave this collection to the 

Liverpool Museum.  Mayer was one of the founding members of 

the Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire. This talk will 

explore his involvement with the Society and his self identity as a 

historian and Curator of the Society. It will consider Mayer's 

motivations for collecting and illustrate his legacy to the people of 

Liverpool with reference to examples still in our collections today. 

Joseph Mayer

www.hslc.org.uk
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Lecture Report
Lancashire Archives: Past, Present and Future

John Tiernan 

Mrs Crosby's chronological survey was interspersed 
with facts and figures about the growth in use caused, 

Mrs Jacqui Crosby, Archives Manager for Lancashire for example, by the increased interest in genealogy in 
County Council, gave an interesting and well illustrated the past 40 years; the demand for microfilm readers 
insight into the development of a pioneering county when more material became available on film, and the 
record repository. Lancashire Record Office (now need in recent years for public computer equipment to 
known as Lancashire Archives) celebrated its 75th enable online access.  The establishment in 1977 of 
anniversary in 2015, although the history of record the Friends of Lancashire Archives allowed for 
collection dates back to 1808 when the Clerk of the volunteering as “the icing on the cake”, although that 
Peace was authorised to ensure that public records well pre-dated the current use of volunteers in archives 
were permanently preserved. Administrative offices and public libraries as a means of saving money, at the 
built in 1879 included a room for the county's records same time as the persistent downgrading of 
and a Sessions House with a documents room was recognition of the professionalism of archivists (and 
built between 1900 and 1903. A petition calling for an librarians). 
accessible repository for archives was presented to the When the modern age of austerity dawned Lancashire 
county council in 1937, followed by an investigative Archives did not escape; the County Council imposed 
committee to consider the establishment of a record recurring budget reductions and staff cuts (e.g. 21 in 
office. In 1939 Reginald Sharpe France was appointed 2011). The number of users is now down to 1970s 
as archivist and the next year, after the formal creation levels from 14,000 at their peak, but initiatives such as 
of the Lancashire Record Office, he became county encouraging older people with events like “Explore 
archivist. Sixty six visits to the search room in 1940 had Your Archives Week”; the collection of 2012 Olympic 
increased to 1,300 by 1947. A printed guide to the records, a “Medieval Day”, and the exploitation of a 
holdings was produced in 1948. “Pink” archive in connection with LGBT awareness, 
By 1960 a move to a larger space in County Hall took have proved popular. In 2013 the appointment of 
place at a cost of £10,000 (there were four archivists on trainee conservators on an apprenticeship scheme 
the staff by this time). In 1970 (when the number of commenced (at least one conservator has since been 
users was 4,000 a year) a report on the state of the appointed to a post in the Record Office). When the 
Record Office was prepared, The ever-growing use by North West Sound Archive at Clitheroe Castle was 
genealogists and the deposit in 1974 of the records of closed in 2014, its administration was moved to the 
local authorities who were rendered defunct by local Record Office. In 2014 the Hulton Collection, a major 
government reorganisation, meant there was a critical archive relating to the county, was put up for sale.  With 
need for a better home for the collections, and in 1975 a the help of the Friends of Lancashire Archives and 
purpose-built Record Office with seating for 40 readers donations from over 100 individuals and organisations 
and a lecture theatre was opened in Bow Lane. In (including a grant from the Historic Society of 
1988, when reader figures had increased to 10,000 a Lancashire and Cheshire), a contribution of £19,000 
year, a new storage building was added, doubling the was made to the total cost of £95,000 ensuring that this 
repository's space and ensuring that storage remarkable collection ended up in the County 
conditions fully complied with BS 5454. Then in 2007 Archives. After her talk when Mrs Crosby was asked by 
although a lottery bid for “New for Old” was rejected air- Dr Colin Phillips to name her favourite archive item, 
conditioning was installed during a three and a half she cited the only known surviving document relating 
month closure.  In 2011 the search room was to the Augustinian priory at Cartmel dated 1418 – part 
remodelled, albeit with the meagre funding available, of the Hulton Collection. 

but fortunately Mrs Crosby was able to call on her 
husband's geographical expertise to help plot out the 
requirements! 

    

The group will be highlighting the Society and its work, giving details of our forthcoming meetings and events and 
other HSLC news. We would also be pleased to feature relevant events from other organisations in the region. 

We'll be posting 'on this day' in history features, revealing the lost buildings of Lancashire and Cheshire and 
selecting highlights from past Transactions to share.  You can visit our group here:

although you will not be able to log in unless you have a facebook profile. 

Do join our group - we welcome contributions to the page from group members. We look forward to hearing from 
you all! 

To welcome the New Year we have set up a facebook group! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/228587940924375/ 

www.hslc.org.uk
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Dr Colin Phillips, Who lived in Stockport in the 1620's? The Stockport Easter 
books 1619-1629 

Prior to his retirement, Dr Phillips was a Senior Lecturer in Economic and Social History at the University of 
Manchester He is a past-President of the Society and a member of Council. He is the current President of the 
Record Society of Lancashire and Cheshire. His major research interests are in the regional and local history of 
north-west England in the early modern period. A particular focus of his research has been the development of 
small towns and his lecture concentrated on the town of Stockport. 

The Stockport Easter books are held at the Cheshire Record Office and consist of lists of householders who paid 
the Easter 'tithe' for communion bread and wine. They are rare survivals hence the years covered in this lecture for 
the 1620's. They are a very valuable resource as they give a fairly complete list of households in a parish and can 
be used to estimate wealth patterns of the householders and changing patterns of occupation. They can be linked 
to parish registers to show family relationships and Dr Phillips used a number of graphs to demonstrate the 
fluctuations of payments and spikes of mortality in various sections of the parishes in Stockport and its surrounding 
areas. The fact that the books sometimes list occupations allowed the speaker to conjecture on the social structure 
of the area at that time. Dr Phillips' fascinating analysis stimulated a series of probing questions and it is hoped that 
at some point his paper will be published in Transactions. 

Roger Hull

A Great Day out
Have you visited a museum, specific exhibition or historic place which Historic Society members might find 
interesting? Why not write a short report for our newsletter. The HSLC arranges occasional visits, but there are 
plenty more out there which members might never have thought of visiting.We will try to make this a regular 
column. We start with newsletter editor's account of a surprise in Preston.

Lecture Report

Harris Museum and Art Gallery - Preston
My partner, Sue, had arranged to donate a 1940s coat (her 
mother`s wedding coat) to a costume museum. Not 
something which would usually catch my attention, but she 
was off to Preston and I was at a loose end. It turned out to 
be a very interesting trip.

While Sue was with the costume department I wandered 
into a room entitle `Discover Preston` - which was 
excellent. There were a variety of small displays about 
Preston Dock, Civil War Preston, the Jacobite Battle of 
Preston 1715 and a bit of pre-history. The gem though was 
the display about Horrocks`s Yard cotton Mill. Apparently 
this was the biggest from raw cotton to finished items mill in 
the world in 1913. 

To entertain royals on a visit that year the company had built 
a large model of the factory and this was put at the centre of 
a fascinating multi-media display. Touch panels brought up 
film of the many different parts of the plant and various 
visits, including the Sultan of Zanzibar, and text explaining 
what went on where in the mill. On the walls were display 
cases with samples of the products and an explanation of 
the company`s popularity and association with `style` 
almost of their own making. To me the most fascinating item 
was an 1892 Labour Certificate which confirmed that 
the/holder was ten years old – old enough to be a legal half 
timer in the mill – the joys of child hood.

(continued on page 6)

Courtesy of the Harris Museum and Art Gallery

www.hslc.org.uk
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2016 Grants

Research Grants:

Professor Ken Morgan: To assist with costs of archival research into the efficiency with which Liverpool 
merchants and their Caribbean factors handled slave sales in the West Indies.

Dr John Walliss: To assist with costs of archival research on regional variations in how the so-called Bloody Code 
th

of the long 18  century was administered.

Publication Grant:

Hugh Hollinghurst: To assist with costs of sourcing and reproducing images for Sefton in 50 Buildings. 

News and Notices

Mike Stammers Memorial Lecture
Friday 12 May 2017 - Jim McAdam (Queens, Belfast). 5.30-7.30. Liverpool Central Library.

This lecture, in honour of our late colleague Mike Stammers, will relate to the Falklands. For further details please 
contact Simon Hill, LJMU - S.J.Hill1@ljmu.ac.uk”

Transactions Available
Society member, Dr Malcolm Gratton, (who lives in the Knotty Ash area of Liverpool) has quite a collection of 
Transactions that he would like to go to another member. These volumes date back to 1969. There will be no 
charge for these. Anyone who might be interested please telephone him on 0151 228 3248 to arrange collection.

Lancashire Federation Dayschool
The next event organised by the Lancashire Local History Federation will be a Day School on working conditions in 
the North West entitled "Toil & Strife" which is to be held on Saturday 18 February at the Preston Masonic Hall. 
More details and registration from website www.lanxashirehistory.org

Galkoff's and the Secret Life of Pembroke Place, Liverpool

liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/galkoff

A new project is researching the history of Pembroke Place, Liverpool, and it is hoped that funding will be 
attracted to enable an exhibition about that area of the city in the Museum of Liverpool

.Galkoff's and the Secret Life of Pembroke Place is a partnership between Liverpool School of Tropical 
Medicine and National Museums Liverpool. The 
project has received initial support from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, and research is beginning 
to reveal stories of this vibrant street from the 18th 
century to the present.

If further funding is secured the project will enable 
the historic tiled frontage of Galkoff's butcher's 
shop to be conserved and moved to the Museum 
of Liverpool where it will be preserved. An 
archaeological investigation of the last surviving 
example of court housing will also take place. 

To find out more visit:

How good is your Medieval Latin? Appeal for assisrance
I am currently managing a project for Cheshire Archives and Local Studies. The project involves working online 
to identify key information from Latin Medieval deeds. If you have Latin skills and would be interested in 
volunteering or would like more information please contact Miranda.Lennon@cheshiresharedservices.gov.uk.  
The project involves working from home.

www.hslc.org.uk



Join/continue membership of  The Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire  -  enjoy the benefits of the annual 
Transactions, lectures, events and access to our extensive library.

To:  JE Hollinshead, 28 Tewkesbury Close, Liverpool, L25 9RY   e-mail: jhollinshead558@btinternet.com  

I/We wish to join the HSLC and enclose cheque/postal order for the annual subscription of £16, payable to:- 

‘Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire’ or money transfer to  Account: .

For new members - Please send my list of Society Off-Prints, from which I may select three.

Signed: .........................................................................................................................................................

Name and address: .......................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

Email: .........................................................................................................................................................

83199535  Sort Code: 60 05 25
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Subscriptions: 

Many of you will be paying your subscriptions by standing order in January 2017. Thank you for this arrangement as it helps 
the Society's administration. Otherwise, subscriptions for 2017 are due: £16.00 for a UK individual member and £22.00 for an 
overseas individual member. Please see details on the form in this newsletter to pay by cheque or by direct banking.

Brenda Murray (1924 -2016) 

Roger Hull 

      
Brenda was a tireless campaigner for the causes she believed in and 
lived life to the full. I was told she had been out four days on the run to 
various societies she belonged to before succumbing to the fatal 
stroke in the Liverpool Athenaeum and later dying in the Royal 
Infirmary a few days later on November 28th 2016. 

She told me that she belonged to at least sixteen societies of which 
our Historic Society was but one. She had no problems in going to 
such events in all weathers even into her nineties, even though she 
could start nodding off on the front row during the lectures!

She was an expert in the history of Seaforth in north Liverpool, where 
she grew up and in neighbouring Waterloo. In 2015 she arranged a 
mock battle in Potter's Barn, Seaforth, to commemorate the famous 
battle of 1815 and also arranged an annual dinner to celebrate the 
victory. She was a ceaseless campaigner and raised upwards of 
£18,000 to have a bust made of W.E. Gladstone who had spent his 
early years in Seaforth and this now stands in the grounds of Our Lady 
Star of the Sea (the original is in the Victoria Gallery at Liverpool 
University). She was awarded the British Empire Medal for services to 
heritage and history in 2012. 

 Her last campaign was to find a repository for her vast collection of 
memorabilia relating to the history of the area in an old museum 
building in Waterloo and although this failed to materialise it did not 
stop her involving local councillors and two M.P's in the attempt. 

 Appropriately the reception to celebrate her long and fruitful life took 
place in the old Christ Church in Waterloo, which she had helped to save as a community resource and upwards of one 
hundred people gave her a fitting farewell. 

This bundle of energy will be sorely missed by all her friends and compatriots on the Liverpool cultural scene. 

 

Obituary

www.hslc.org.uk



6

Late Spring Lectures – Liverpool Central Library

Wednesday 26 April 6-30pm (Tea, coffee and biscuits 
from 6pm). 

From the History of Refugees to Refugee 
History. 

Professor Peter Gatrell, University of Manchester 

The plight of refugees has again become a dominant focus of 
public debate as it was in the aftermath of both world wars. It seems 
to speak to the desperation of displaced people and the 
intransigent stance adopted by many governments. This lecture 
proposes a history of that examines the circumstances, actions 
and trajectories of refugees in different times and places, and what 
it means for refugees to encounter government officials and aid 
agencies, as well as people who were not displaced. In thinking 
about refugees as agents rather than as flotsam and jetsam, the 
lecture also reflects on the ways in which refugees have expressed 
themselves. Ultimately it invites the audience to think about the 
category of 'refugee' and the contours of 'refugee history'. 

Peter Gatrell teaches history and economic history at the 
University of Manchester where he is co-director of the Centre for 
the Cultural History of Modern War and affiliated to the 
Humanitarian and Conflict Response Institute.                                                          

Harris Museum, Preston (cont,)

Chris Jones

After the Discover Preston room I went for a quick look at a large room full of ceramics which was also well worth it. 
Possibly the most wonderfully idiosyncratic part of the museum was the cafe. Several small tables with chairs were 
set out in a pillared central atrium. We could see from cups on tables that it was a cafe but serving counter proved 
illusive. Eventually we were put out of confusion when we were asked for our order by somebody who explained 
that there was waiter service! The ̀ waiter` turned out to be museum attendant who, after bring our refreshments, 
gave an explanation of the Foucault`s pendulum which was also in the atrium.

The Museum is right in the heart of old Preston a brisk walk from the railway station in the Market Square. The open 
market is worth a visit if have the time – a wrought iron roof over a open area where tressel tables are put and 
arranged however they are wanted by the day`s traders (there is some kind of market most days.

More information www.harrismuseum.org.uk

Saturday, 20 May 2017, 2pm.

Z Cars 1839 – Fact and Fictionalisation in the early years of the 
Liverpool Constabulary Force.

Dr Nick Foggo, Department of History, University of Liverpool.

In the late 1830s policing in Liverpool was only tell part of the story: in this talk we also 
transformed to an extent not experienced look at other contemporary sources, 
again till the “Z Cars” era in the 1960s. The including the satirical memoirs of one of 
new Liverpool Constabulary Force soon Liverpool's first police constables and the 
established a fine reputation, despite the first ever novel about Liverpool life. From this 
foibles of many early recruits, and unlikely mix emerges the extraordinary tale 
pioneered such modern concepts as crime of one very fallible human who tried to make 
statistics, cost-benefit analysis and linkage a career in the New Police.   
between crime and social deprivation.              
Official records and newspaper reports 

Stamps commemorating UN 1960 Year of the refugee

www.hslc.org.uk
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