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Living on the edge of Empire: models, methodology & marginality. Late- 
prehistoric and Romano-British rural settlement in north-west England, ed. 
Michael Nevell. Manchester and Chester: Archaeology North West, 3 (issue 
13, for 1998), 1999. 104 pp. £10 pbk. ISBN o 9527813 i X.

The papers contained in this volume derived originally from a conference 
held in 1995, though their final form has, reasonably enough, not been 
limited by the proceedings of the conference. The physical area under 
discussion omits Cumbria from what might be regarded as a conventional 
definition of the North-West, and concentrates principally on the Mersey 
basin. The overarching theme is the recognition, happily now growing on 
an increasing volume of practitioners, that work has concentrated for too 
long and too exclusively on the military history of the Roman North-West 
and the sites which immediately characterize it. While this grip has been 
loosening significantly over the last quarter-century, and a greater will 
ingness has been shown in the attempt to tackle vital questions concerning 
the impact of the Roman occupation, progress has been slow and faltering 
because, as Barri Jones put it in his Preface, 'the lions cannot speak'. While, 
of course, they cannot be made to speak in a conventional fashion, the 
theme of the present volume is to highlight methodologies by which, 
effectively, their voice can be heard and interpreted.

The book centres on marginality, a word not employed simply in an 
economic sense referring to the status of the Romano-British in the region. 
It is argued (p. 95) that a form of intellectual marginality in a region 
affected by industrial overlay and an assumed poor potential for aerial 
reconnaissance has deterred researchers from flying, walking, and sampling, 
let alone attempting to interpret. This tendency has begun to see a reversal; 
the result has been the accumulation of a growing body of site evidence and 
an indication of the potential in the area for testing out the synthesis of fort, 
civilian settlement, and rural hinterland.

The main body of papers themselves demonstrate what can be achieved 
with palaeoenvironmental research, not only to clarify periods of woodland 
clearance and the climatological implications of it, but also to point to the 
uses to which cleared land was being put. While it is made clear that far 
more data are required before we can begin to reassemble even a tentative 
picture of the landscape in the late prehistoric and Romano-British periods, 
the papers in this book highlight and discuss a range of practical and more
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theoretical approaches which are leading to the acquisition and interpreta 
tion of the evidence, and to the posing of the next set of questions. Although 
it is already clear that the evidence is not likely to be capable of generalized 
interpretation, one generalization that we should remember from a Roman 
historian not noted for his helpfulness is Tacitus's observation that the 
Brigantes constituted the most populous tribe in Britain.

Aside from a few misprints and omissions from the bibliography, the 
book is well produced and helpfully illustrated; it is to be commended for 
its directness and clarity, and for the diversity of its approaches. It will 
appeal to specialists in both the prehistoric and Romano-British periods  
and not just those whose research is based in the North-West and also to 
students of landscape history; there is much here in the skills and obvious 
enthusiasm of this book's contributors which can with advantage be 
absorbed by others.

Although becoming a set-book has sometimes been regarded as a mixed 
blessing, it is easy to see that this volume could and should do so; its 
greatest accolade, however, will surely be if it becomes a platform upon 
which future research programmes are built.

University of Lancaster David Shatter

B. J. N. Edwards, Vikings in north-west England: the artifacts. Lancaster: 
Centre for North-West Regional Studies, 1998. no pp. £6.95 pbk. 
ISBN i 86220 065 3.

The title of this book is promising, and its bright cover, displaying a sample 
of artefacts (although lacking an example of the distinctive Viking 
monument of the North-West, the hogback), makes it approachable and 
generally attractive. Indeed, it immediately captures the attention of a wide- 
ranging audience, which could include an A-level student or teacher, a 
visitor to the region, or a Viking scholar and field archaeologist. The book 
first sets out the background to earlier investigations into the history and 
archaeology of the region. It then addresses the problem of the deficiency in 
archaeological evidence for a Viking presence in towns such as Chester and 
Carlisle, and the virtual lack of Viking-age rural settlement sites in the 
region (noting the exception of Bryant's Gill, Kentmere). A thematic 
approach is taken to cover the main classes of evidence which are available 
for our study of the Vikings in north-west England, with five main chapters 
covering burials; weapons, jewellery, and loot; coin hoards; the Cuerdale 
hoard; and sculpture.

The book is an important and welcome publication, and as a single 
volume dedicated to the subject it fills a gap in the existing literature, but 
the end result is in many ways disappointing. Its goals are ambitious to
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plot all known find-spots of Viking artefacts between Dee and Solway (as 
stated in the foreword) and the archaeological evidence 'is discussed with 
some attempt at completeness' (p. 6). From this, one's hopes are raised for 
a thorough, but ideally accessible, orderly, and systematic treatment and 
presentation of the material. The reader is, however, bogged down by an 
anecdotal approach, rambling descriptions, and a repetitive writing style 
that is hampered by awkward transitions and typographical errors.

Even more serious is the inadequacy of signposts within the text in the 
form of, for example, clear headings and sub-headings, check-lists of finds, 
illustrations (those included are all black and white, and predominantly 
line-drawings or poor-quality photographs), and maps. The main distribu 
tion map showing 'all classes of artifactual evidence for Viking age activity 
in north west England' appears as Figure 9 (p. 23), reduced to a quarter of 
the page, and is lost within the chapter dedicated to burials. While it is 
useful to see this map in relation to the distribution of burials, it surely has 
wider significance for the book as a whole. A more logical place might have 
been at the front of the volume, to provide an overview and visual 
summary of the material from the outset.

Edwards must be congratulated for combing the sources and compiling 
an impressive body of material, and in this book has produced both a 
record of finds and, in many cases, the circumstances and story behind 
particular discoveries. It is useful to find all this information under a single 
cover. Unfortunately, the book lacks the sense of order that would make it 
more accessible and relevant as a resource for students. The book therefore 
falls short of what one would have hoped for in a comprehensive study of 
artefacts from this region. Readers are directed to the contribution by the 
same author in Viking treasure from the North West: the Cuerdale hoard in 
its context, ed. James Graham-Campbell (Liverpool Museum, 1992), pp. 43  
62, for a more convenient summary of the physical evidence for the Vikings 
in north-west England, and may also find it useful to supplement the 
section on hoards and keep up to date with new finds by referring to the 
updated version of Mark Blackburn and Hugh Pagan, 'A revised check-list 
of coin hoards from the British Isles, c. 500-1100', now available on the 
Web via www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/coins/.

Peterhouse, Cambridge Kristin A. Bornholdt

Anne C. Parkinson, A history of Catholicism in the Furness peninsula, 1127- 
1997. Lancaster: Centre for North-West Regional Studies, 1998. xiii +114 
pp. £6.95 pbk. ISBN i 86220 055 6.

I was pleasantly surprised to find that this history of local Catholicism did 
not fall into the trap of so many similar works which, in the interests of the
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continuity of Catholicism, are too ambitious in trying to cover the medieval 
period briefly and badly and then devote the rest of the book to the post- 
Reformation period. Here, the author has tried to cover in some detail the 
influence which the medieval abbey of Furness had over the peninsula, 
despite David Knowles's feeling that such was its state at the Dissolution 
that it was 'past praying for'. Meticulous research is a feature of the entire 
book and has provided many local examples to match the history of the 
national scene. While the lack of an index will limit the book's usefulness, it 
carries an impressive bibliography. It is a worthy successor to T. G. Ward 
and L. Warren's book on the same subject published in 1979, and takes the 
story further with a useful survey of the urban and Irish Catholicism of 
nineteenth-century Barrow. Furness was an isolated and conservative 
region, and the book clearly shows how patchy was the early spread of 
Protestantism and how devious were the strategies employed to keep 
Catholicism alive. As elsewhere in Lancashire, Catholic gentry households 
were being replaced by urban, 'plebeian', centres by the early nineteenth 
century, and while there was always a tendency for these to become Irish 
Catholic enclaves, the author highlights certain early ecumenical overtures 
made by Furness Catholics which balanced the prevailing fashion. Thus, the 
loyalty of late nineteenth-century Catholics to the aristocratic Cavendish 
family, who controlled much of the industry in the region, prepared the 
way for the more full-blooded ecumenical activity of the 19605. In such a 
thoroughly researched book as this, perhaps the author might have 
mentioned the major contribution to ecclesiastical history made by John 
Christopherson, a native of Ulverston who became bishop of Chichester in 
1557, and the published anthologies of the artist Father Thomas B. Allan, 
who became parish priest of Ulverston in 1877.

Douai Abbey Geoffrey Scott

Geoffrey Timmins, Made in Lancashire: a history of regional industrialisa 
tion. Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1998. xiii + 366 pp. £50 
hbk. ISBN o 7190 4539 8.

This is an ambitious book which aims both to survey the historiographical 
literature on the rise and decline of different industrial sectors in Lancashire 
between the 15005 and 19905 and to nudge that literature forward with 
some strategically chosen analysis of primary material. In this sense, and 
with its spatial focus largely on just part of a single county, the book revisits 
the sorts of approaches to industrialization offered by scholars such as J. D. 
Chambers or Sydney Pollard. This is a welcome change from the tone and 
focus of much of the recent literature on the Industrial Revolution and 
British industrial decline.
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The book is divided into four parts which will be familiar to most 
readers of Transactions. Part I deals with the development of the industrial 
infrastructure prior to the heroic cotton inventions of the later eighteenth 
century. Timmins seeks to trace the spatial and economic development of 
industry (mainly textiles and coal) in south Lancashire in particular, to 
explain why industrial growth and specific spatial developments took 
place, and then to deal briefly with the thorny issue of proto-industrializa- 
tion in Lancashire. In broad outline, he suggests that while economic 
development may have been sustained, it was unspectacular in techno 
logical terms and had only a limited impact on demands for industrial 
finance and the nature of the marketing mechanism. Indeed, he argues, 
many of the most important characteristics of early industrial develop 
ment have been left largely untouched by historians. These include the 
slow but sure development of economic links between industry in town 
and country and the confirmation of historically deep-rooted relationships 
between commercial agriculture and industry in the county. Of course, 
the section is not without its weaknesses (perhaps inevitable in a book 
with this remit). The path-breaking work of Jon Stobart on early 
Lancashire industrialization could and should have featured here, and 
some of the industrial developments are painted with a very broad brush 
indeed. None the less, Timmins has offered in this section a map for 
future research projects on the least understood period in recent Lanca 
shire history and his novel use of parish registers suggests one way to 
realize this research agenda.

Section II deals with the classic Industrial Revolution period. Timmins 
traces a broadly based Industrial Revolution in the county, though as with 
most histories of industrial Lancashire strong emphasis is placed upon the 
spatial and technological development of the cotton industry. His discus 
sion of product diversification is of particular importance here, and he 
offers a useful analysis of the changing nature of industrial organization 
across a range of industries, using (as one would expect from Geoff 
Timmins) plenty of fieldwork and industrial archaeology evidence. The 
section is not perhaps as strong as it might have been. Chapter 6, on the 
impact of economic change, sits on the fence on the question of the degree 
of transformation, whereas the foregoing analysis clearly suggests a radical 
change washing over the Lancashire landscape. This said, Timmins once 
again maps important avenues for future research projects, most notably on 
the issue of transport infrastructure, about which we seem to know so 
much but actually know so little.

Section III deals with the consolidation of industrial organization in 
Lancashire between the mid-nineteenth century and the First World War. 
Timmins argues that the broad constellation of the economic infrastructure 
remained static during this period and that core industries such as cotton
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and coal witnessed sustained growth but none the less slower growth than 
had been the case prior to 1840. Such development was based mainly on 
technological change, albeit less spectacular than much of the histori 
ography allows, and the rapid development of a series of complex 
externalities. Indeed, the great strength of this section is that Timmins 
sets out, for the first time to my knowledge, the full repertoire ot these 
externalities. He also locates the debate over declining entrepreneurial spirit 
firmly within the context of the development of a framework of external 
ities, concluding that pessimistic interpretations of the quality of British 
entrepreneurship are unproven. No other book on industrial history takes 
this approach, and it works well.

The final part of the book deals with the industrial and service 
infrastructure since 1914. Not surprisingly, the main focus is the decline 
of manufacturing activity in the staples, and the limited compensation in 
terms of job creation from the service industry and other forms of 
manufacturing. This seems a bland conclusion, but the two chapters of 
this section contain much interesting empirical work on the changing 
spatial distribution of industry in Lancashire, and Timmins handles it well. 
What is missing is what should have been Chapter 12 the impact of 
industrial decline. Inclusion of material of this sort would have given the 
book a more rounded feel and might have offered a research agenda for the 
second most neglected period of Lancashire history.

Inevitably, then, one can point to problems with an ambitious volume 
such as this. Yet, what readers of Transactions will see if they read this book 
is an unfolding research agenda. It is a starting not a finishing point, and it 
also contains a bibliography on Lancashire history that is the best currently 
available. The question which is implicit in this book is how readers of 
journals like Transactions will add to this bibliography.

Oxford Brookes University Steven King

A history of linen in the North-West, ed. Elizabeth Roberts. Lancaster: Centre 
for North-West Regional Studies, 1998. ix + 118 pp. £6.95 pbk. 
ISBN i 86220 064 5.

For obvious reasons cottons have dominated the textile history of north 
west England. This has meant the relative neglect of other fibres, including 
wool, linen, and hemp, which were central to manufacturing activity in the 
region both before and after the arrival of cotton. The work under review 
aims to remedy this gap in the historiography, which is particularly glaring 
in the case of linen. It consists of five stimulating essays that range in time 
from the medieval period to the early twentieth century, and in space from 
Manchester to north Lancashire and Cumbria. Taken together these essays
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clearly document for these centuries the sources of raw linen, the markets 
for the finished cloth, the methods of production, and the producers 
themselves. They also trace the transformation of a domestic industry to 
one centred on the factory, as well as the late nineteenth-century reaction 
which, closely allied with the Arts and Crafts movement, sought to retrieve 
a pre-factory past.

The essays without exception are based upon fresh archaeological or 
archival research. Particularly impressive for this reviewer were Mary 
Higham's deft reading of landscapes to identify the sites of flax-retting 
ponds in medieval times, and Diana Winterbotham's detailed reconstruc 
tion of production techniques in the early Manchester industry. The essays 
in the volume pay ample rewards to the reader, but these dividends could 
have been increased by an introduction that placed the linen industry of 
north-west England within a broader context. For instance, basic informa 
tion on the position of the North-West within the linen industry in 
England as a whole, and of the place of linens in the textile industry of the 
North-West would have lent greater significance to the particular findings 
of many of these essays. Nevertheless, these essays are essential reading for 
all those interested in the history of textiles in north-west England.

Boston College, U.S.A. Prasannan Parthasarathi

Mike Nevell and John Walker, Tameside in transition: the archaeology of the 
Industrial Revolution in two north-west lordships, 1642-1870. Stalybridge: 
Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council, 1999. viii + 112 pp. £9.95 pbk. 
ISBN i 871324 24 6.

Tameside in transition examines the development of the region of Tameside 
from 1642 to 1870. The main text is divided into three sections, on 
landholders, freeholders, and tenants, outlining the contributions made by 
each. Most of the land was held by the lords of Ashton and Longdendale, 
whose main seats lay outside the region. While these may have developed 
the town of Ashton itself and coalmining, they appear to have had little 
influence on the industries of the Industrial Revolution and were hardly 
involved in the textile industries at all. More important in the industrial 
sphere were the lesser lords and freeholders. The freeholders in particular 
arose from successful businessmen who put wealth from their industries 
into land. Among these may be instanced the Ashtons, Cheethams, Chap- 
mans, Sidebottoms, and others. One of the most useful aspects of this book 
is the information it gives on people like these. The special section on the 
Sidebottom mills in Broadbottom is very interesting and it is a pity that it is 
the only one of its type. But it is among the tenantry that we find a 'group 
that is innovatory, dynamic and amongst whom are individuals who
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acquired substantial wealth which they were able to invest in areas outside 
of agriculture'. Through the poor quality of the pastoral land, the tenantry 
turned to small-scale industry such as spinning and weaving to supplement 
their incomes. Some, such as the Wagstaffes of Mottram, enlarged their 
domestic concerns into the first early small mills, while others, like 
Lawrence Earnshaw, became inventors of machines, so advancing the 
Industrial Revolution.

The book is intended to show that archaeology can make a contribution 
to our understanding of historical development and, in particular, why this 
region should have changed from being an apparently quite poor rural area 
into 'one of the most active zones at the forefront of the world-wide 
Industrial Revolution'. It is also meant to show that Weber's Closure 
Theory can be applied to explain these developments. Yet these arguments 
remain unconvincing. This is partly because so many aspects of industrial 
development are not investigated to any depth. While the domestic 
development of the textile industry, such as the weaver's cottage, appears 
to be treated reasonably adequately, the transition into the large-scale mill 
is not. Here Tameside had two vital resources. The first was its rivers for 
supplying water power. It could have been expected that the archaeological 
remains of weirs and mill sites would have been treated much more fully. 
The second was the availability of coal. The second phase of the Industrial 
Revolution, with the steam-powered textile mill, depended upon the mills' 
being situated close to cooling water for the engine condensers and, as 
important, to coal. Tameside had both. Surely these, together with the 
inventive tenantry who were willing to concentrate more on industry than 
on their farms, were the crucial factors which stimulated the growth of the 
region.

While we may disagree about the validity of the main theme, there can 
be no denying the poor proof-reading, which has failed to correct the 
many typing errors. But an even worse failure lies in the presentation of 
many of the maps and diagrams. Most of the modem maps are bare 
outlines, some having no towns marked which might have been done with 
perhaps an initial letter and a key at the side. The result is that it is very 
difficult to identify the sites shown on them. On a couple of graphs, no 
dates are given, so it is impossible to relate the figures to anything. It 
would also be helpful to have the date of a photograph, where available, 
because pictures have been included of buildings which no longer exist 
but most readers may not have sufficient knowledge of the area to realize 
this. These small points of detail would have made this book a much more 
useful source of reference.

Mottram-in-Longdendale Richard L. Hills
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Neston 1840-1940, ed. Geoffrey W. Place. Burton and South Wirral Local 
History Society, 1996. xi + 262 pp. £9.95 pbk. ISBN o 9509145 i 7.

Neston at war, 1939-1945, ed. Geoffrey W. Place. Burton and Neston 
History Society, 1999. vii + 172 pp. £7.50 pbk. ISBN o 9509145 2 5.

Both available from Mrs C. Johnson, 11 Blackeys Lane, Neston, Cheshire 
(add £2.40 each for postage and packing).

These two books are the work of a society that grew out of a research group 
formed many years ago by Paul Booth, who edited its first publication, a 
history of Burton. An annual bulletin has also appeared.

Neston 1840-1940 tells the story of Neston's economy, schools, churches 
and chapels, local government, social life, transport, and social services 
during the century before the Second World War. It deals with the ancient 
parish's eight townships but naturally focuses on the town itself. By 1840, 
as Birkenhead's phenomenal growth got under way, Neston, long owned by 
the Mostyn family (seated on the opposite side of the Dee estuary), was 
losing its claim to be the Wirral's only town. The sale of the Mostyn 
estate in effect of the town in 1849 did not immediately boost Neston's 
growth. After the railway arrived in 1866 the colliery was sunk, but Neston 
long remained isolated and introspective. Indeed it was so until the 19405 
when, as in so many places, the necessities of war quickened local life. That 
story is told in Neston at war. the better, if judgement has to be made, of 
two extremely good books.

A short review cannot do justice to the books' contents, but it must be 
said that the research and writing are excellent. A wide range of docu 
mentary sources has been skilfully and sensitively supplemented by the oral 
history available from local people. The result is a rounded portrait of a 
distinctive farming, fishing, and mining community embellished with many 
vivid miniatures of local men and women. Some had many jobs, some only 
one. George Tilley (born 1903) did a milk round from the age of eight and 
later, in the first half of his life, was a butcher's boy, farm worker, pig killer, 
underground colliery worker, coal agent, van driver, and baker before 
joining the R.A.F. Albert Shakeshaft (1881-1945) worked all his life on one 
farm. A. J. and Horby Exton provide nicely contrasting father-and-son 
schoolmaster portraits. (This reviewer counts himself highly privileged to 
have been taught history by the latter, so having his life's course 
determined.)

The detail in these books Italian prisoners of war from Ledsham Hall 
doing farm work, the 'British Restaurant' and Roften workers' housing 
(Why was it called 'the Unit'?) at Little Sutton, and the munitions works at 
Capenhurst (later known locally as the 'Atom Factory', now part of 
B.N.F.L.) resonates with this reviewer's wartime memories of the next
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parish. The daily travel of Calday Grange Grammar School 'train boys' in 
the 19305 remained exactly the same in the 19505, when Horby Exton and a 
West Kirby High School mistress (his future wife) sat in a middle 
compartment, keeping boys and girls apart. Will the details remain as 
fresh and vivid to future generations as they surely are to this one? Yes. The 
quality of the writing and the skilled editing will ensure as much.

The books are very well illustrated, designed, and printed. It is hard to 
strike any critical note at all. Perhaps it would have been right to emphasize 
just a little more how much Crosville buses did, from 1911, to break down 
rural isolation in the Wirral: more than the railway ever did, more than 
anything else until mass car ownership came in. But congratulations to 
Geoffrey Place and all concerned with these books. What will they do next?

Victoria History of Shropshire G. C. Battgh

Alsager: the place and its people, ed. James C. Sutton. Alsager: Alsager 
History Research Group, 1999. 298 pp. £9.50. ISBN o 9536363 o 5.

Available from J. C. Sutton, 5 Beechwood Drive, Alsager, Stoke-on-Trent, 
STij iHG (add £2 for postage and packing).

There are many Alsagers, places which attract little attention from outside 
and which lack the obvious attractions of 'heritage' which might give them 
celebrity status on a wider stage. Yet, as we all know, they too have their 
history, full ot riches though lacking in glamour. It is a measure of the 
contemporary enthusiasm for the past that many such places now have 
flourishing local history bodies dedicated to research and often producing 
work which is highly creditable. The Alsager History Research Group is one 
such organization, working under the auspices of the South East Cheshire 
Studies Unit at Manchester Metropolitan University's Alsager campus. 
Among its members are professional historians and amateurs, and together 
they have produced a wide-ranging and detailed account of the history of 
the township of Alsager. Although the preface suggests that in the future 
more information may be found, it is apparent that little available at 
present can have escaped the notice of the assiduous research team.

The structure of the work is untraditional. Chronological progression is 
subordinated to thematic divisions which accord with the research interests 
of individual contributors. Some of these topics, such as poor law and 
welfare, religion, education, and the enclosure of Alsager Heath, have an 
obvious coherence, but in others the subject matter makes for awkward 
reading (for example, the chapter on 'warfare and military service' ranges 
from the 1322 rebellion of Thomas of Lancaster against Edward II, via 
Elizabethan muster rolls, to the Civil Wars and the Forty Five, and the 
chapter lacks continuity). Overall, the thematic division works reasonably
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well, but it makes it very difficult to gain a clear sense of the evolution of the 
community. Alsager grew into a small town in the nineteenth century, but 
it is not immediately obvious that this was so, the descriptions of 
urbanization and industrialization being dispersed among the thematic 
chapters. A summary or overview of its history on a chronological basis 
would have provided a useful introduction to the more detailed discussion 
of particular themes.

As is so often the case with books intended essentially for a local market, 
a good deal of knowledge is assumed. Although endpapers show the 
relevant portions of Burdett's 1772 map of Cheshire and the 1897 six- 
inch sheet, there is no other map or plan of any sort in the book. This is a 
serious weakness where, for example, the enclosure of the heath and the 
form and pattern of earlier landscapes are being considered: there are 
descriptions of evidence from the tithe map and comparable sources which 
would have been greatly enhanced by the inclusion of redrawn extracts 
from the relevant sections. True, the beautiful front cover includes a colour 
photograph of the enclosure map, but the inclusion of plans within the 
body of the text would have made everything much more comprehens 
ible. Likewise, discussion of roads, railways, and canals, and of the late 
nineteenth- and twentieth-century patterns of urban growth and housing 
development, would have been helped by a few specially drawn maps. The 
book includes a massive amount of information. Sometimes, as is also so 
often the case in books such as this, the reader feels that the authors could 
not bear to leave out any fact or snippet, however small, and the volume of 
detail tends to overwhelm the story which is being told, making it harder to 
follow the general theme because of the constant interjection of fine detail.

All this will undoubtedly be seen as negative comment, although it is 
intended to be constructive criticism. The book unquestionably has strong 
points. First, it is especially commendable that the authors have paid so 
much attention to the twentieth century. The greater part of the work, 
indeed, is devoted to what we may still regard as 'recent history', and there 
is interesting material on local organizations and societies, local residents, 
the Second World War, the provision of services by the local authority, and 
activities such as sports, entertainments, and even the visit of Buffalo Bill 
(not many local histories can tell that tale!). Secondly, the book is very well 
researched, has an excellent index which greatly assists in finding one's way 
through the dense text, and is properly referenced with evidence of an 
impressive range of published and primary sources having been used. 
Thirdly, there is attractive and effective use of oral history and unpublished 
reminiscences to enliven the accounts of schools, churches, and wartime 
experiences. The research and writing and eventual publication of this work 
represent a fine effort on the part of the contributors, and my comments
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centre not so much on what they have done, which is praiseworthy, but on 
how the book could have been made more accessible and user-friendly.

Preston Alan G. Crosby

Wives and whores in Victorian Liverpool: varieties in attitude towards medical 
care for women, ed. J. M. Bone and Christine Hillam. Liverpool: Liverpool 
Medical History Society, 1999. 64 pp. £4.50 pbk. ISSN 1364 999X.

The Poor Law and after: workhouse hospitals and public welfare, ed. Christine 
Hillam and J. M. Bone. Liverpool: Liverpool Medical History Society, 1999. 
56 pp. £4.50. ISSN 1364 999X.

Both available from Liverpool Medical History Society, c/o Adrian Allan, 
Sydney Jones Library, University of Liverpool, P.O. Box 123, Liverpool L69 
3DA (prices include postage and packing).

These essays, part of an occasional series of publications originating as 
papers given at meetings of the Liverpool Medical History Society, were 
delivered in April 1998 and April 1999. They explore local health and 
welfare issues of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries within the context 
of national provision. Wives and whores in Victorian Liverpool contains 
essays by David Edwards, D. N. Menzies, J. J. Rivlin, and Danielle Pettit. 
Edwards's paper sets the scene by describing the demography of a city which 
grew more than eight-fold between 1801 and 1901: its varied and sometimes 
volatile population; its wealth and its poverty; its disease and attempts to 
control it. Other essays look more specifically at obstetric and gynaeco 
logical care through accounts of the establishment of the Liverpool 
Women's Hospital, and a study of the career of one of the more 
controversial practitioners, Francis Imlach. Descriptions of the hazards of 
pregnancy and childbirth in the nineteenth century, the dangers associated 
with hospital deliveries, and the judgemental attitudes which translated into 
different standards of care for married and unmarried women are followed 
by an essay which revisits the infamous Contagious Diseases Acts and 
describes attitudes to venereal contagion in Liverpool.

The Poor Law and after: workhouse hospitals and public welfare, contain 
ing essays by M. W. Royden, C. D. King, M. A. Crowther, and John Ashton, 
looks more generally at the development of welfare and public health, 
tracing local developments from the nineteenth century and the origins of 
the workhouse hospital to the first Healthy Cities conference in Liverpool 
in 1988, and the significant contribution made by Liverpool medical 
officers of health, from Dr Duncan to his most recent successors. Lest we 
are tempted to think that health care has made steady and linear progress 
towards equality of provision for all, whatever their social status, Crowther
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draws attention to the insidious survival of elements informing the Poor 
Law, demonstrated by the partial revival of the laws of settlement under the 
N.H.S. trusts and the relatively low importance accorded to geriatric care. 
Inevitably, in essays such as these, there is some overlap in the stories they 
have to tell and an emphasis on reviewing fairly standard accounts of the 
past rather than presenting new insights. Nevertheless, the two collections 
are interesting and well organized and they testify to the valuable work of 
one of their editors, the late Christine Hillam, in helping to further the 
study of the history of medicine on Merseyside.

University of Liverpool Pat Starkey

James Price, Sharpe, Paley and Austin: a Lancaster architectural practice, 
1836-1942. Lancaster: Centre for North-West Regional Studies, 1998. viii + 
104 pp. £6.95 pbk. ISBN i 86220 054 8.

In 1950 Batsford published Reginald Tumor's Nineteenth-century architec 
ture in Britain in their British Art and Building series, which contributed so 
much to the education of the post-war generation. But Tumor's view was 
that 'It is the extraordinary decline in taste, however, which gives the 
century most of its interest', and most of the great Victorians now so greatly 
admired are introduced or dismissed with some snide comment. It is, 
therefore, surprising that in this climate of opinion the great Lancashire- 
based dynasty of Paley and Austin should have one of their major works, 
the great church of St George, Stockport (c. 1875), illustrated by Turner. 
Shortly afterwards, an unnamed civil servant included their other master 
piece, Christ Church, Waterloo (1891-9), in one of the earliest lists of 
buildings of historical and architectural importance, fifteen years before St 
Pancras station in London enjoyed statutory protection. Sadly, this early 
example of bureaucratic recognition has yet to be matched by a study of 
Paley and Austin comparable to Hubbard's of John Douglas of Chester. 
However, much work has been done over the years at Lancaster. Half a 
century after Turnor Price's short book is a very welcome preliminary 
study, well illustrated with historic pictures and recent photographs. Of 
special importance is Appendix A, which lists the works of successive 
partners in the firm. These lists are also presented as maps, illustrating the 
locations of the various projects and so of immense value to those wishing 
to develop the study of this splendid firm of provincial architects to 
establish their national importance.

Liverpool /. E. Vaughan
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Ross Martin, The Lancashire giant: David Shackleton, labour leader and civil 
servant. Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 2000. xv + 222 pp. £34.99 
hbk; £16.99 pbk. ISBN o 85323 934 7 (hbk); o 85323 944 4 (pbk).

David Shackleton's height and bulk, admirably depicted on the cover of 
this book by the cartoonist Matt, were a constant source of comment 
throughout his career. Born in Clough Fold in Rossendale on 21 
November 1863, he seemed destined, despite his physical attributes, for 
a life in the cotton industry; before he was thirteen he was in charge of 
three looms. Joining the local weavers' union in Accrington just after his 
marriage in 1883, he survived sacking and blacklisting to become 
president of the union, then, ten years later, secretary of the Ramsbottom 
Weavers, Winders, and Warpers' Association. In 1894 he took over its 
Darwen counterpart.

In Darwen, Shackleton became a member of the town council in 1895. 
Seven years later he put up for a parliamentary by-election in Clitheroe. 
Supporters of the Labour Representation Committee, the nucleus of the 
future Parliamentary Labour Party, were already fired for action through 
the recent Taff Vale case, which rendered trade unions liable for damages 
following industrial action. Neither Liberals nor Conservatives could find a 
candidate, and Shackleton ('I am a Labour man purely and simply') was 
elected unopposed. He soon made his mark, arraigning Arthur Balfour, the 
prime minister, over the new coal tax. At the general election of 1906 he 
was returned with a majority of 8,207 and came within one vote of 
defeating Keir Hardie for the chairmanship of the new 'Labour Party in 
Parliament'. As vice-chairman he secured the support of Sir Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman, the new prime minister, for the T.U.C.-backed 
Bill to overturn the Taff Vale judgment and by 1908 could without 
difficulty have succeeded Hardie. Instead he chose to retain the chairman 
ship of the T.U.C.'s parliamentary committee which he had accepted in 
1907. The two posts could not be held together.

Shackleton, in fact, was uncomfortable with the idealistic socialists who 
had been swept into parliament in 1906 with the Liberal landslide. 
Returned with a majority of 7,146 at the first general election of 1910, 
he accepted an offer from Winston Churchill a few months later to become 
senior labour adviser to the Home Office. That a leading politician should 
abandon his career for a civil service post provoked incredulity, not least 
among Social Democratic Party members, one of whom accused him of 
going over to the enemy. Shackleton, however, concluded that the offer 
was a tribute both to him and to his party, and that he would become 
more useful.

He did not remain senior labour adviser for long. In October 1911 he 
transferred to the new National Health Insurance Commission for England.
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When the Ministry of Labour was set up in December 1916, days after 
Lloyd George became prime minister, Shackleton was appointed perman 
ent secretary, the first working-class civil servant to hold such a post. More 
distinctions were to come. In June 1917 he became the first Labour knight. 
Between January 1917 and October 1919 he attended sixty meetings of the 
war cabinet. But his second career ended almost as suddenly as his first. 
Soon he was ruthlessly pushed aside by Horace Wilson, a thrusting junior 
official who in due course was to become foreign policy adviser to Neville 
Chamberlain.

Few personal Shackleton papers survive. In this careful but lively study 
Ross Martin has augmented them by accessing the provincial press, 
especially the 'little weeklies' published in the cotton towns of north-east 
Lancashire, and by personal interview. The strenuous career occupies 113 
pages; the 'Private Man', based on these sources, the remaining sixty-two. 
At first sight it seems strange to separate the two elements, but Shackleton 
himself seems to have succeeded in doing so.

University of Liverpool Robin Betts

Alex Bruce, The cathedral 'open and free': Dean Bennett of Chester (Liver 
pool Historical Studies, 17). Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 2000. 
xiv + 286 pp. £13.99 pbk. ISBN o 85323 924 X.

This biography is the work of a local historian who died while his book was 
still in the press. Dean Bennett was a local worthy who also became a 
national figure because the vision of a cathedral that he sought to 
implement at Chester was the spur for similar attempts in many other 
places. He was at heart a pastorally-minded parish priest who wished to 
make his cathedral a warm, welcoming centre for that wider constituency 
which makes up a city, a diocese, and a county. While recognizing an 
interest in history, architecture, and monuments in all those drawn to a 
cathedral, he knew that for a cathedral to be doing its job it had above all to 
be a place where prayer and worship, warmth and welcome, and a sense of 
community and friendliness commended the faith for which it stood as 
witness.

The barriers which Bennett had to overcome were physical, financial, 
and human. In his day, cathedrals were often shut in whole or in part, and 
there was a proprietary sense of their being the preserve of the dean and 
chapter. When open, a charge was made for admission, even at sixpence a 
disincentive to many in the 19205, and beady-eyed vergers, not to mention 
anxious canons, often made the visitor feel an unwelcome guest. Not 
without some opposition, Dean Bennett managed a culture shift.

How would Bennett have coped with today's conditions? The heritage
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industry, the ease of travel, and the amount of leisure time mean that the 
problem now is often the numbers wishing to come in, rather than those 
who are, or feel, excluded. The attenuation of a religious sense means that 
reasonable behaviour in a place of worship can no longer be regarded as an 
accepted norm. Free entry, with contributions being voluntary, is still 
desirable, but now grant-making bodies threaten cathedrals who are 
unwilling to charge for entry with the possibility of withholding public 
money. (This is a sub-text encouraged by the report of the 1994 Cathedrals 
Commission, as gently noted in the book under review.) An army of 
voluntary guides and stewards is not in itself a guarantee that no one will 
any longer feel rebuffed, regimented, or frowned upon when they visit a 
cathedral. Every dean still has as many conundrums to solve, even if their 
sharp edges touch in different places.

While the working out of Bennett's vision, set out in The nature of a 
cathedral, published in 1925, is the heart of this book, its breadth is wider 
than the title would immediately indicate. It also covers his work as a parish 
priest in the dioceses of Chester and St Asaph, his part in and his change 
of views over the question of the disestablishment of the Church in 
Wales, and his concern with the world beyond the cathedral and with issues 
that were prominent in the wake of the First World War: the relation of 
mental and physical health, of faith and psychology, and life beyond death. 
Here were areas where, like many of us, Bennett was really out of his depth, 
but he did not shy from facing the questions of his day.

Proof-reading has been somewhat haphazard, but perhaps we now have 
to accept that as par for the course.

Keasden, Yorks. Kenneth Joinings (dean of Gloucester, 1983-96)

Dean Hayes, Britain in old photographs: Bolton Wanderers. Stroud: Sutton 
Publishing, 1999. 160 pp. £10.99 pbk. ISBN o 7509 2182 X.

A very detailed history of Bolton Wanderers Football Club which primarily 
focuses on the club's players and its matches, this history by Dean Hayes 
uses photographs from many different decades to paint a picture of a club 
steeped in history. The result is an interesting attempt to detail the full 
history of the club, but it is unfortunately harmed by an over-focus on 
individual games, players, and players' records which will genuinely be of 
interest only to real devotees of Bolton. While the players' records and 
accounts of memorable matches are interesting and concisely written, they 
constitute too much of the book, at the expense of what could have been 
interesting and detailed social and cultural histories of Bolton Wanderers, 
resulting in a text that will no doubt become essential for any historians of 
Bolton Wanderers the club, but not necessarily Bolton Wanderers the social
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institution. Some records which could have been profitably detailed (such 
as attendances at Burnden Park) are unfortunately not included, material 
which would have been of interest to both the social and sports historian 
and the sports fan. None the less, the pictures are mainly clear and of high 
quality, and generally very evocative, as are reproductions of old pro 
grammes and newspapers headlines: collectively these conjure up a sense of 
a social and footballing world long demolished. Such material is genuinely 
interesting in putting together a sense of the massive changes seen at 
Bolton, as at other clubs, throughout the twentieth century, and points to 
what could have been a genuinely memorable pictorial history of the club 
addressing in greater depth the club's grounds, its fans, and many other 
aspects of its history. Some of the material presented does represent 
detailed, if brief, historical treatment, such as on Bolton's grounds. The 
detail and effort put into the text by the author should not be denigrated, 
but one wonders what sort of pictorial social history of Bolton Wanderers 
such a passionate supporter of the club could produce.

University of Liverpool Rex Nash


