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REPORT OF COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR 1998

The Society is a charity which exists to further the education of the public by
promoting the study of any aspects of the history of Lancashire and Cheshire.
The business of the Society is handled by Council, which met three times in
1998. The Society’s financial state is sound. The revenue and expenditure
account, reported to the Annual General Meeting held on 19 February,
showed an operating deficit of £4,887.28. The figure is very largely explained
by the publication of, and payment for, two volumes of Transactions during the
year, at the end of which there were no outstanding liabilities for unpublished
volumes against subscription income. New subscription levels were set at the
A.G.M. for 1999 onwards. The number of members at 31 December 1998
was 472, a fall on the previous year. In recent years membership has been
stable in the range 475-500, and Council continues to monitor resignations
and applications. Council is pleased that the decline in the number of
institutional subscriptions, which has been a cause for concern (and largely
attributable to tight budgets for public expenditure), has slowed.

1998 saw the celebration of the Society’s 150th anniversary. Council
arranged a special programme of lectures, five of which were held in
buildings in Liverpool resonant of the Society’s past, present, and future,
and one in Chester. The lectures concentrated on the history of the Society
and were published as a thematic collection in the 1998 Transactions.
Council invited a number of guests to each of these meetings in order to
help publicize the Society’s achievements and activities, and those bodies
which were kind enough to host meetings for the Society did likewise.
Coverage of the events in local newspapers and on local radio secured
further publicity for the Society. Significant numbers of the public, in
addition to members, attended the lectures. Council is grateful to all those
who lectured in 1998 and to those organizations which generously
welcomed the Society to their premises. A proposed birthday celebration
for members on 20 June came to nought, but Council held a small
subscription dinner that evening, at which the three founders of the Society,
Abraham Hume, Joseph Mayer, and H. C. Pidgeon, were toasted with
acclaim. A special anniversary syllabus and a facsimile of the early
membership diploma were sent to members, while the Newsletter carried
reminiscences of Society members of long standing.

Volume 146 of Transactions (for 1997) was published in February and
volume 147 (for 1998) in October, bringing publication up to date. The
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chairman of Cheshire county council presented his Chairman’s Award to the
Society in recognition of its 150 years discussing, directing research, and
publishing work on Cheshire history. One current measure of the public
impact of that work is the fact that, multiple subscriptions aside, over 120
institutions and libraries are members of the Society, including fifty overseas.

The society’s own library, administered by Liverpool City Libraries,
continued to be used by members and the public alike. Library committee
members have continued to work on a revision of the Society’s library
catalogue. Council has suspended loans from the library in order to fit in
with security arrangements at Liverpool Central Library. There is no
reason to think that members of the Society have taken books, but the
opportunity to borrow—exercised by a very few—had in fact facilitated
theft by others.

At the A.G.M. the constitution of the Society (printed in Transactions,
volume 145, pp. 237-42) was amended so as to allow any general meeting
of the Society (not only the A.G.M.) to set subscription levels. The second
sentence of clause 3 of the constitution now reads “The subscription of a
member of the Society shall be determined on the recommendation of the
Council of the Society by any General Meeting of the Society.”

The following were the lecture meetings:

19 February: Presidential Address: Dr C. B. Phillips (University of
Manchester), ““Lord of the towne”: urban identity and culture in later
Tudor and Stuart Stockport’

Venue: Liverpool City Library

19 March: Professor John Belchem (University of Liverpool), ‘Liverpool in
1848: image, identity, and issues’
Venue: Liverpool Anglican Cathedral, Western Rooms

23 April: Dr Martin Lynn (The Queen’s University, Belfast), “The
commerce of Liverpool. Liverpool and Africa: the continuing connection’
Venue: Merseyside Maritime Museum, a joint meeting with the Museum’s
Friends

14 May: Dr Arline Wilson (University of Liverpool), ‘Liverpool learned
societies in the first half of the nineteenth century: the Historic Society and
its companions’

Venue: The Athenaeum, Liverpool, a joint meeting hosted by the club

17 September: Edward Morris (National Museums and Galleries on
Merseyside: Walker Art Gallery), ‘Provincial internationalism: contemporary
foreign art in nineteenth-century Liverpool and Manchester’

Venue: County Sessions House, Liverpool, as guests of the National
Museums and Galleries on Merseyside

15 October: Dr Alan Kidd (Manchester Metropolitan University), ““Local
history” and the culture of the middle classes in north-west England, .
1840-1900°

Venue: St Mary’s Church Centre, Chester, as guests of the chairman of
Cheshire county council
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19 November: Professor Michael E. Rose (University of Manchester), ‘Clio,
culture, and the city: historical societies in their nineteenth-century urban
context’

Venue: Senate Chamber, University of Liverpool, as guests of the university

Secretary to Council R. C. Hull







REPORT OF THE HONORARY LIBRARIANS FOR
THE YEAR 1998

The following works were donated to the library:

Adams Weekly Courant [Chester] for 1733-93 (microfilm)
C. F Foster, Cheshire cheese and farming in the north-west in the 17th and 18th
centuries (1998)

The following works were purchased:

J. Baker, 1. Levitt, and R. Pope, 4 guide to Lancashire records: the poor law,
17501850 (1996)

H. Colvin, A biographical dictionary of British architects, 1600—1840 (3rd edn,
1995)

A. Crosby, A history of Lancashire (1998)

S. Davies, Liverpool Labour: social and political influences on the development of the
Labour Party in Liverpool, 1900—1939 (1996)

D. A. Dowland, Nineteenth-century Anglican theological training: the redbrick
challenge (1997)

A. Lawes, Chancery Lane, 1837-1977: ‘the strong box of the empire’ (1996)

A. Morton, Education and the state from 1833 (1997)

F. Neal, Black °47: Britain and the famine Irish (1998)

G. Read and M. Stammers (comp.), Guide to the records of the Merseyside
Maritime Museum (1995)

R. Somerville, Office-holders in the duchy and county palatine of Lancaster from 1603
(1972)

B. M. Watney, Liverpool porcelain of the eighteenth century (1997)

Exchange volumes were received from kindred societies and added to stock.

Honorary Librarian Dauvid Stoker



FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31 DECEMBER 1998

INCOME
Subscriptions
Private £ 4,162.88
Institutions £ 2,750.70
Interest
Income bonds £ 1,058.10
Deposit bond L 68222
CAF account L 2,088.37
Donations
Lancashire CC £ 850.00
S. Lewis £ 300.00
R. Mercer £ 250.00
Sales
Transactions £ 72.00
Offprints L 33.90
Slave trade L 52.75
Bennison map L 33.00
1998 events L 610.00
TOTAL INCOME £ 12,943.92
Operating deficit 1998 £ 4,887.28
TOTAL £17,831.20

ASSETS

NatWest Bank account

Charities Aid Foundation account
National Savings income bonds
National Savings deposit bond

TOTAL

Stock in hand at cost

LIABILITIES

Transactions, volume 148 (1998)

Transactions, index

EXPENDITURE
Transactions, vol. 146
Transactions, vol. 147
Newsletter
Library
Lectures
Subscriptions to societies
Officers’ expenses
Secretary
Treasurer
Librarians
Editors
Publications secretary
Stationery
Syllabus card
Insurance
Bank charges
Refunds
1998 events

7,882.20
6,617.20
929.38
34.85
487.30
192.00
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L 27.70
L 163.86
L 20.30
L 33.89
L 913
L 88.99
L 544.00
L 2550
L 747
L 24.00
~ 74343
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TOTAL EXPENDITURE £17,831.20

TOTAL

1;721:57
26,986.53
15,000.00
11,560.74

L
L
L
£
£ 55,268.64
£ 12,216.84

£ 9,000.00
£ 6,000.00

£17,831.20

(estimate)
(estimate)

H. McCallum

Honorary Auditor




