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David Shotter, Roman coins from north-west England. Lancaster: Lancaster 
University Centre for North-West Regional Studies, 1995 (reprint of 1990 
edn). 254 pp. £11.95 pbk. ISBN 0 901272 81 7.
David Shotter, Roman coins from north-west England: first supplement. 1995. 
Lancaster: Lancaster University Centre for North-West Regional Studies, 
1995. 87 pp. £6.75 pbk. ISBN 0 901800 67 8.

These two volumes by David Shotter are Britain's most successful attempt to 
date at collating and disseminating the vast quantity of numismatic material 
from the period of the Roman occupation. That the author covers only the 
north-western counties of Lancashire and Cumbria in no way undermines his 
efforts, rather it highlights the serious lack of ambition elsewhere in the country. 
This is indeed a great labour of love that has many points to recommend it, and 
the author together with Lancaster University should be congratulated on their 
efforts at bringing such a large body of data to publication.

In essence these volumes aim to present all Roman coins known to have 
been recovered from north-western England, and a variety of sources have 
been used, including published and unpublished reports, museum 
collections, and metal-detected finds. The material is broken down very 
simply according to category of find, namely hoards, site-finds, and casual 
finds. Each chapter is further subdivided by county of origin.

The first and larger volume presents the coins from thirty-nine sites (or 
groups of sites such as the milecastles and turrets along Hadrian's Wall). 
Each list includes as much detail as possible (not always standard catalogue 
references, however), with useful chronological summaries and some 
discussion. Histograms of each coin list are to be found at the end of each 
chapter, which makes absorbing the information so much easier. The first 
quinquennial supplement provides additional material, as well as some 
entirely new discoveries, although this work remains strictly supplemental.

Almost 100 confirmed hoards are described in similar detail, while other 
collections of coins are described as of 'dubious status'. Maps of the 
counties show the distribution of all hoards, although the dots are not 
accompanied by names or catalogue references, making any immediate 
understanding of the pattern of hoarding rather difficult. Two histograms 
complete the survey, showing the number of hoards terminating at different 
times throughout the period of Roman Britain.
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As a numismatist centred almost exclusively in the southern half of 
Britain, what struck me most about the material diligently gathered in these 
volumes was how different the coins from sites in the North-West are from 
those further south. Most of the author's discussion focuses on the role of 
the army in coin circulation, and the extent to which coins can support our 
historically generated knowledge of garrison types and troop movements 
within the region. Given that the overwhelming majority of sites producing 
coins in the North-West have been primarily 'military' in function, this 
interest in the army is hardly surprising.

Thus the old divide between North and South, civilian and military, is 
nicely perpetuated even in our own times. However, is this apparent 
concentration of coins in the hands of the soldiers a reality, or are we as 
archaeologists and numismatists trying to interpret patterns that we 
ourselves have actively and selectively created? Recent experience in other 
areas of Britain suggests that the Roman landscape was not so obviously 
and conveniently divided as we might like. It will be interesting to see how 
further supplements reflect the increasing diversity of settlements being 
investigated archaeologically.

A number of problems and errors have crept into the volumes, although 
these are usually relatively minor. More use could be made of maps and 
plans, while the histograms in the first volume do not share similar y-axis 
scales, making any comparison confusing. The Roman period is usefully 
divided into the twenty-one issues first suggested by Ravetz (there are two 
chronological schemes currently in use), but, for example, A.D. 346 is cited 
as the date of the Pel Temp Reparatio reform, not 348 as is now commonly 
accepted. Finally, the important section discussing Roman coins and their 
interpretation is surprisingly traditional and deterministic, containing 
statements that will require substantiation or reworking. The notion that 
radiates may have been reissued in the fourth century has long been 
abandoned, yet enters the discussion here.

These quibbles aside (being largely matters of taste rather than 
substance), the two volumes will be invaluable for archaeologists and 
numismatists alike, and should generate a great deal of lively and interesting 
debate.

Bristol Peter Guest

Alan Crosby, A history of Cheshire (Darwen County History series). 
Chichester: Phillimore, 1996. 144 pp. £15.99. ISBN 0 85033 932 4.

When the late J. J. Bagley approached Lord Darwen in the 1950s with the 
proposal for what became A history of Lancashire with maps and pictures (1956), 
the job must have seemed daunting enough. The book had to be both 
readable and enjoyable, but also had to incorporate the findings of up-to- 
date research. More than a generation later, the task might appear to be all 
but impossible, because of the drift of historians to ever greater specialism 
coupled with the explosion of research and writing on local history in the 
last forty years. Alan Crosby has successfully risen to the challenge, and this
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History of Cheshire is a triumph of popularization in the best sense of the 
word, and a worthy successor to Bagley's fine pioneering example.

There is no doubt that the author has mastered the published research on 
Cheshire's history- of the last twenty years or so: most of the works in his select 
bibliography have been published since 1975. His explanations of what can 
often be difficult technical matter so that it can be understood by the 
intelligent lay person are masterly. The maps and illustrations are not merely 
decorative but normally throw further light on what he is expounding. A work 
such as this can easily become a compilation of other scholars' findings and 
interpretations, loosely strung together. Crosby's History of Cheshire avoids this 
trap through the employment of underlying themes that are explored through 
the whole of the period from the Neolithic age to the present day, such as 
population, trade, and the development of the landscape. Also there is an 
authorial 'voice' that permeates the book: it is interested in factual 
information, often enthusiastic, but occasionally sounds a note of ironic 
detachment. This synthesis is not simply an up-to-date version of Dorothy 
Sylvester's book in this series, published in 1971 (and revised in 1980), but a 
wholly new and lively interpretation.

Such works of summarization and synthesis cannot be written without 
making mistakes or leaving gaps. Some are mere slips, such as the Iron Age 
hillfort map on page 19 which shows the fort at Burton Point (hardly a 
hillfort), or the statement on page 15 which laments the poor 
communications in Wirral before the eighteenth century, followed on page 
18 by the singling out of Meols (Wirral) as a centre for international trade 
as far back as the Iron Age. No part of Chester diocese was transferred to 
'Bangor diocese' in 1849 (p. 84), let alone a 'large area' the author has 
confused Bangor diocese with the rural deanery of Bangor on Dee that was 
transferred to St Asaph diocese at that time. Again, if the area known as 
'the Lyme' was on 'the western slope of the Pennines' how can that account 
for the place-name Audlem (Aldelyme), which is on the southern border of 
the county looking towards Staffordshire?

Our multitudinous experts will, quite rightly, point out more important 
factual errors and disputes over interpretation, and will no doubt be public- 
spirited enough to notify the author so that they can be either rebutted or 
incorporated into the second edition. On page 35, for example, this reviewer 
should want to take issue with the stark comment that the Black Prince's 'gross 
misuse of patronage and the levying of fines in order to raise revenue' led to 
'widespread discontent' in the years round 1350. Some of the omissions are 
caused by gaps in the historical literature, although the scant attention paid to 
the fifteenth century is difficult to justify. From a later period it is strange to see 
that there is no mention of Thomas Brassey of Birkenhead, the nineteenth- 
century railway and road building contractor of international significance. 
Others are a product of the author's own perfectly legitimate preferences. 
Political history disappears from the book after the eighteendi century, and 
modern labour history plays virtually no part at all. Although the Percy 
rebellion of 1403 is given its place, the much more interesting revolts of the 
Vale Royal peasants of 1329 and 1336 are passed over in silence.

Overall this book can be strongly recommended both to the beginner 
and to the experienced local historian, both as an excellent introduction to
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the history of an exceedingly long period of time, and an encouragement to 
follow up more specialist topics through the reading list.

University of Liverpool PH. IV. Booth

S. Rhys Williams, West Cheshire from the air: an archaeological anthology (Chester 
Archaeology Occasional Paper No 4). Chester: Chester City Council, 1997. 
vi + 104 pp. £14.99 pbk. ISBN 1 872587 11 9.

This enjoyable selection of aerial photographs, with an intelligent and well 
written commentary, is a glossy and attractively designed A4 book put 
together by a former Cheshire county archaeologist. There are twenty-five 
colour views and forty-five in black and white, mostly taken by the author 
and covering sixty-three locations, almost all west of the central ridge 
though not venturing much into Wirral and with a few cherries picked from 
just beyond the count)- boundary. For each site the photograph (sometimes 
there are two) is accompanied by several paragraphs of description, the 
National Grid reference, a location map, and sometimes effective and 
extremely useful a key drawing to pick out the visible features. The 
photographs, which are all oblique views (there are no verticals), are 
arranged thematically, covering the natural landscape, prehistory, the 
Roman period, the 'Dark Ages', medieval settlements and moated sites, 
medieval and later agriculture, 'great estates', 'miscellaneous features', 
Chester, and the Mersey shore, each theme with its own introduction.

Aerial photographs can have more than one function. Some of those 
reproduced here are simply images which bring a historic site, or even a 
quite ordinary place, to vivid life by giving us literally a different perspective 
on it: they are decorative in intent rather than pedagogic, an eighteenth- 
century bird's-eye engraving rather than a late twentieth-century 
archaeological research tool. Perhaps half the pictures here tell us nothing 
that we did not know already, but they include some lovely views, notably of 
Peckforton Castle and of that most elegant of structures, the Runcorn road 
bridge.

But aerial photography is also one of the most important means through 
which archaeologists and historians can both understand past landscapes 
and explain them to each other and to the reading public. In certain 
conditions, things can be seen from the air which are simply not visible at 
ground level: imperceptible hollows and humps are revealed by low sunlight 
or light snow; and crops show different shades of colour when they grow or 
ripen at varying rates in soil which forms the damp filling of a hidden ditch 
or the shallow covering of buried wall foundations. There is even a case 
here where the different thicknesses of ice in a frozen moated site at 
Eccleston clearly show where the abutments for the bridge and the fittings 
for a sluice gate lurk under water (from 1,000 feet the ice looks grey over 
the shallows and black in the deeper parts). What shows up best from the 
air include watercourses that have been dry for millenia, grubbed-up 
hedgerows, the ridges and furrows of ploughland long grassed over, and the
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filled-in ditches associated with buildings of all types and periods. In 
Cheshire there have been exciting aerial discoveries in recent years all 
represented here of ancient and medieval field systems, possible Romano- 
British farmsteads, practice fortifications constructed by soldiers of the 
Roman army on the heath outside their base at Chester, and settlements 
abandoned or shrunken in the Middle Ages or later. Aerial photography is 
particularly good at showing the relationship between different features. At 
a snowy Shocklach Oviatt the bold broad sinuous ridges of medieval ox- 
ploughing are interrupted by the tighter, dead-straight furrows of later 
horse-ploughing. At Bruera on a sunny June evening the clump of trees 
concealing the surviving church suddenly stands across the road from a 
filled-in moat, not far from flattened cottages along a grassed-over road, all 
amid their once-ploughed fields. Even when interpretation of what can be 
seen remains uncertain, it is fascinating and tantalizing to see it from aloft, 
as at the unexplained (probably inexplicable, short of excavation) site at 
Heronbridge outside Chester: seventh-century battlefield graveyard, 
seventeenth-century Civil War outworks, or what?

No reader of this book can fail to be instructed and delighted by at least 
something in it, though certain things might have been done better. The 
selection of photographs should have been more ruthless and omitted any 
which were not absolutely sharp and perfectly contrasted or colour- 
balanced, however interesting the view: one or two poor snaps have slipped 
through, the section on Chester being particularly disappointing. We might 
have been treated to the occasional full-page picture: none is bigger than 
half a page, most are only a quarter, and a few are frankly tiny. There 
should have been more about what can be seen on the photographs and less 
chat about things that can't. In the Runcorn picture, for example, the 
abutments and approach roads for the old Runcorn transporter bridge are 
also clearly visible, though unmentioned in the text. Finally, precisely 
because books of aerial photographs attract the elusive 'general reader', 
there is a special duty to get the accompanying text entirely right. Here 
there is indeed much that is wonderfully clear and succinctly explained: to 
take only a few examples, what is meant by the landscape as palimpsest, the 
patterns of post-glacial drainage, and the differences between medieval and 
later ploughing techniques. But too often the historical commentary has 
either been taken from ancient school textbooks or is punctured by a 
horrible mistake. Jethro Tull as the main cause of the agricultural 
revolution? Chester abbey turned into a cathedral in the fifteenth century? 
The Roman fortress established in A.D. 79? The groans take some of the 
pleasure from what is otherwise a very enjoyable and instructive swoop over 
west Cheshire.

University of Liverpool C. P. Lewis

The diary of Henry Prescott, LL.B., deputy registrar of Chester diocese, volume 3, ed. 
John Addy, John Harrop, and Peter McNiven. Record Society of Lancashire 
'and Cheshire, CXXXIII, 1997 (for 1996). 408 pp. £35 (non-members); 
£10 (members). ISBN 0 902593 28 5.
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This is the third and final volume in an excellent project, but it covers an 
earlier period than the first two volumes, which are concerned with the 
reign of Queen Anne and the early years of the reign of George I. Volume 3 
contains a fragmentary diary for January 1683, a full Latin diary for the 
period from 9 June 1689 to 31 July 1690 (as Prescott adjusted to the 
downfall of James II and the arrival of William III), and much more 
spasmodic and brief entries from the years 1691-1707. The diary is laid out 
in parallel text Latin on the left-hand pages and crisp, close English 
translation on the right-hand pages. The remaining 163 pages consist of 
three appendices and five indexes to all three volumes (which are 
continuously paginated from 1 to 1105). These indexes (of 3,900 personal 
names, more than 1,000 place-names, 150 drinking houses, an especially 
good list of subjects, and an exemplary list of some 800 books referred to by 
Prescott) are a model of their kind.

It is one of the curiosities of the last decade of the seventeeth and the first 
decade of the eighteenth centuries that it is the Tories and not the Whigs who 
have left us the best diaries and autobiographies, and Prescott's semi- 
concealed account of his mind and life adds to that stack of works. As with so 
many other diaries of the period, the most striking feature is the reminder of 
the poor health, frequent pain, and constant anxiety that marked and marred 
the lives of men and women in the past. Here it is offset by the opportunity to 
share Prescott's pleasure in food and drink and in human companionship. If 
he is coy over his relationship with his second wife, he is informative about 
other relationships, especially with his children. This is an important social 
document. Historians of politics and of the Church have to bide their time, 
but there are rich nuggets for them buried away the anxious negotiation of 
a working relationship with the usurping William; the despairing 
abandonment of the unregenerate James; the surprisingly blunt, sour, and 
early description of Bentinck as 'the King's favourite, . . . deservedly hated' 
(even more forceful in Latin: 'deliciae regiae . . . invisus merito'); and (as an 
appendix) the beautifully turned letter of Bishop Fleetwood of St Asaph 
explaining his refusal to present the controversial High Churchman Henry 
Sacheverell to a Shropshire living in 1709. Intellectual historians have leaner 
pickings, since Prescott's constant references to his reading are so infuriatingly 
matter-of-fact. None the less, this is an important edition brought to 
completion in the most exemplary way, a triumph of scholarly co-operation, 
and further proof of the value and vitality of regional record societies.

Selwyn College, Cambridge John Morrill

Jeffrey Hill, Nelson: politics, economy, community. Edinburgh: Keele University 
Press, 1997. x + 172 pp. £14.95 pbk. ISBN 1 85331 216 9.

As a town whose population never exceeded 40,000, which for long 
occupied a position on Lancashire's geographic and economic periphery, 
and whose most famous sons, Learie Constantine and Sydney Silverman, 
were respectively a native Trinidadian and the Liverpool-born son of a 
Romanian immigrant, Nelson has rarely figured prominently in
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Lancastrian, let alone urban historiography. As such, its inclusion in a series 
exploring the urban experience may seem hard to justify. This succinct 
study goes some way to establishing the borough's significance for historians 
of late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century urban society, no small part 
of which is its putative status as the only town in Britain to be named after a 
pub. For Hill, Nelson's importance resides primarily in its size, as the kind 
of small-to-medium sized settlement (a category for which no precise 
definition is offered) neglected as a consequence of contemporary and 
historical preoccupation with the city as an urban form. Yet the town's 
particular origins, as one of the final products of the wave of mechanization 
associated with the Industrial Revolution, pre-empts such attempts at 
generalization. Rather, Nelson's importance lies in features peculiar to itself: 
its unusual, in Lancastrian terms, occupational and cultural homogeneity, 
the result of a highly localized pattern of in-migration; the prominent 
economic and political role afforded to women, underpinned by abundant 
employment opportunities in the dominant local industry of cotton 
weaving; and the absence of an elite of wealthy industrialists, ensuring that 
civic leadership was exercised through the municipality itself, thus giving 
Nelson's politics a peculiarly collectivist character. Such points are ably 
dealt with in a book which focuses primarily on the half century between 
Nelson's incorporation as a municipal borough in 1890 and the Second 
World War. Other periods are covered briefly. An introductory chapter 
examines the area's proto-industrial heritage, while a final chapter surveys 
the consequences of, among other things, the cotton trade's decline, 
Commonwealth immigration, and the loss of administrative autonomy in 
the local government reorganization of 1974.

As with all local histories, the range of themes covered is wide and not 
all are handled with equal facility. While Hill deals effectively with the 
town's political history, his treatment of developments in the textile 
industry is less satisfactory. In the early chapter, there is evidence of 
confusion between 'worsted' and 'woollen' cloths. More importantly, 
Nelson's later dependence on the production of fine cotton cloths means 
that it does not fit easily into more conventional narratives of staple 
industrial decline. Historians seeking to clarify the particular experience 
of local industry would be better advised to turn to the Fowlers' volume 
on the Nelson Weavers' Association. The treatment of leisure is also 
uneven, some valuable reflections on the role of the cricket club in 
providing a focus for civic pride contrasting with distinctly unreliable 
comments on cinema history over the period.

This is a book which will recommend itself to Nelsonians, but which 
political and social historians can turn to with profit. If the absence of a 
collective bibliography is to be regretted, the standard of production is 
otherwise high. The text is punctuated with apt and evocative illustrations, 
none more so than the cover picture of the crowd at Seedhill cricket 
ground, guaranteed to bring a tear to the eye of the current club treasurer. 
If not a major, this is a worthwhile addition to the historiography of textile 
Lancashire.

University of Edinburgh Trevor Griffiths
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Mary Presland, Mitgrove Methodist schools. 1811-1997. St Helens: Nutgrove 
Methodist Aided Community Primary School, 1997. 36 pp. £3.25 pbk 
(£3.75 by post from the school). ISBN 0 9530282 0 8.

There have been three Nutgrove Methodist schools at Thatto Heath, near St 
Helens. The first, a combined school and chapel situated beside the main road 
curving down from Brown Edge, was built in 1811; the second, in Govett 
Road, was opened in 1897 (its predecessor being reopened as an infants' 
school in 1899); the third was built on the playground of the second in 1996.

The first part of Mary Presland's book deals with the Nuttall family, who 
activated the educational enterprise. Jonas Nuttall (1771-1837), a Liverpool 
printer, and his wife Frances, both devout Methodists, opened the kitchen of 
Nut Grove House for Sunday worship, then extended their good work by 
financing the first foundation. Their nephew Thomas inherited the estate 
and supported the school, though from 1822 to 1834 he was Professor of 
Natural History at Harvard University. Nut Grove passed to Francis Dixon 
Nuttall, a bottle manufacturer. It was he who provided land, first for a new 
chapel, then for a new school.

Records available for the twentieth century have furnished the author 
with a wealth of stimulating material. The managers' minute book, dating 
from 1903, recorded the appointment and departure of staff and details of 
their qualifications and salaries. The log books for 1913-81 enable her to 
depict the day-to-day running of the school through the First World War, 
the General Strike (and its long aftermath in the neighbourhood), the 
Second World War, and the comparatively crisis-free post-war period. 
Carefully researched, attractively produced and illustrated, the book tells a 
lively story of a local school (one of the only two Aided Methodist primary 
schools in the country). Perhaps it is a little too parochial. Two hundred and 
fifty boys left to join the armed forces during the First World War. It would 
have been interesting to learn something of the destinations and 
achievements of Nutgrove's Methodist-educated pupils since that time. 
Secondary schools should not claim all the credit.

University of Liverpool Robin Belts

The Church in Cottonopolis: essays to mark the 150th anniversary of the diocese of 
Manchester, ed. Chris Ford, Michael Powell, and Terry Wyke. Manchester: 
Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian Society, 1997. xii + 380 pp. £19.50 
pbk (plus £3 postage and packing). ISBN 0 900942 08 8. Obtainable from 
the Hon. Treasurer, L.C.A.S., Portico Library, 57 Mosley St, Manchester 
M2 SHY.

In the previous volume of these Transactions (volume 146 for 1996) two 
contributors lamented, 'religion generally has been out of fashion in 
thematic studies' (p. 169) and 'the Established Church seems to have been 
overlooked' (p. 144). Perhaps a 'second spring' in regional ecclesiastical 
history may be detected with Liverpool's studies of sectarian strife, the 
publication recently of a number of monographs on English cathedrals,
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and, notably, with a study of religion in Leeds and of the churrh buildings 
in eighteenth-century Leeds.

This volume is a collection of thirteen essays to mark the 150th 
anniversary of the diorese of Manchester. The diocese was formed in 1847 
in response to the expansion of population created by the Industrial 
Revolution, with its contrasts of immense wealth and desperate poverty. 
The new diocese attempted to grapple with the problems of its area by 
providing schools and parsonages, and building, during Victoria's reign, 
some two hundred new churches. Attention is paid to the decline of these 
communities and the consequent demolition of many of these buildings in 
the present century.

The volume lacks a coherent study of episcopal leadership. The 
bishops included two former headmasters, James Prince Lee (first bishop, 
former headmaster of King Edward's School, Birmingham) and William 
Temple (former head of Repton and later archbishop of Canterbury), and 
two theological college principals, F. S. G. Warman of St Aidan's College, 
Birkenhead (and lecturer at Liverpool University) and W. D. L. Greer of 
Westcott House, Cambridge. The second bishop, James Frascr, was an 
inspector of schools and was nominated by Gladstone largely for his 
expertise in this area. Eraser's handling of Fr S. F. Green of St John's, 
Miles Platting, under the Public Worship Regulation Act, 1874, might 
have been compared with his episcopal neighbour's problems with Bell 
Cox of St Margaret's, Toxteth Park. The third bishop, James Moorhouse, 
served his apprenticeship as bishop of Melbourne when he presided over 
the synod of Sydney which framed the constitution of the Church in 
Australia. The fourth bishop (Knox) is now best remembered for the 
rejection of his narrow theological outlook by his sons. Only Temple was 
promoted. At their consecration the bishops were exhorted, 'Give heed 
unto reading, exhortation, and doctrine ... Be to the flock of Christ a 
shepherd, not a wolf . . . Hold up the weak, heal the sick, bind up the 
broken, bring again the outcasts, seek the lost'. As the central figure in 
their diocese, how did these men perform, given their background and 
their people's expectations?

It is against this background that the area studies of Rochdale, Eccles, 
etc., and the various themes and personalities may be set. Of the specialist 
chapters, that on Cachemaille Day's churches is of outstanding interest, 
although the earlier Medland Taylor (with his provision of church, 
parsonage, and school) and the scholarly J. S. Crowther (restorer of the 
cathedral) may have illustrated the Mancunian taste in architecture more 
typically. Individual studies include the fiery temperance preacher Hugh 
Stowell of St Stephen's church, Salford, and the Rev. R. W. Cummings, 
the 'communist' vicar of Hurst. The chapter on Christians and Jews in 
Manchester notes that currently there are as many (practising?) Jews in 
Manchester as there are Anglicans recorded on electoral rolls but 'the 
survival of the community is now a priority'. In the early years of the 
diocese there was strong competition from the Roman Catholics, and the 
largest single group was the nonconformists. Manchester was regarded as 
a nonconformist stronghold and although they shared common beliefs 
there was no uniformity. The Unitarians, although their numbers were
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modest, were important commercially, socially, and intellectually, and 
have left an important architectural legacy behind, probably unique to 
this region.

The most impressive contribution to these essays is Terry Wyke's 
bibliography of individual parishes, listing publications, dates of 
consecration, sometimes of rebuilding and of demolition. Parish historians 
in the future will begin their researches by consulting Wyke.

Liverpool J. E. Vaughan

A history of St Helens libraries. St Helens: Local History and Archives Library, 
1997. 66 pp. £2.50 pbk (£4 by post from Central Library, St Helens). No 
ISBN.

The free public library movement is one of the most important Victorian 
legacies. The 'death of the book' rumours may be exaggerated (102,102 
U.K. new titles in 1996 compared with 68,348 in 1991). Public appetite for 
access to these is undiminished. In 1995-6 there were 33.5 million 
registered borrowers, with 131 million books available and 514.25 million 
loans. Add the developments in information storage and retrieval and it is 
not surprising that almost every serious book, especially one concerning 
regional studies, has its record of long continuing indebtedness to libraries 
and librarians.

This history was written to celebrate the centenary of the Gamble 
Institute, St Helens, opened on 5 November 1896 by Lord Derby. The 
origins of this public library stem from the Mechanics' Institute founded in 
1852. The venture began modestly by the donation of 'two or three 
hundred volumes'. Determined to expand, the pioneers appealed for funds. 
The library was not free until 1872 after it was taken over by the 
corporation. Early setbacks included two fires; early improvements included 
the provision of newspapers (vigorously opposed by the then mayor) and 
separate rooms for youths and for ladies, and, after 1887, the development 
of branch libraries partly financed by Andrew Carnegie. The books were, of 
course, not on open access at that time.

Success created the need for new premises. The site and £20,000 
were donated by Col. David Gamble (the borough's first mayor and a 
seasoned opponent of the town's Library Committee). The architects 
appointed were Briggs and Wolstenholme, a distinguished firm with 
works in Liverpool, Manchester, Wigan, etc. As the years went on the 
building was adapted to changes in the needs of readers and changing 
styles in library management to include, now, a fully computerized book 
issue system.

The account is helpfully illustrated by photographs and early plans, with 
a selection of posters and examples of pages from early catalogues which 
help to explain the life of librarians and of libraries and their users now long 
departed.

Liverpool J. E. Vaughan
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Fiona A. Montgomery, Edge Hill University College: a history, 1885-1997. 
Chichester: Phillimore, 1997. viii + 118 pp. £9.95 pbk. ISBN 1 86077 063 0.

This book is the second revised and enlarged edition of a centenary history 
first published privately by the college in 1985. It is to be welcomed, not 
least because, with its new publisher, it will be much more accessible to 
readers interested in the history of women's education and of teacher- 
training institutions.

It is, perhaps, surprising that Edge Hill College has only so recently been 
provided with its history. Founded in 1885 by a small group of leading 
Liverpool dissenters, including S. G. Rathbone and Alexander Balfour, the 
college, then in Liverpool on Durning Road, had a number of unique 
features. It was the first non-denominational training college for women; it 
was intended to be more than a local institution, attracting students from 
the whole country, and set out to produce a superior class of elementary 
schoolmistresses; lastly, its first principal and her successor were women, at 
a time when women's colleges were normally headed by men. Within five 
years of its opening, the college was 'in the first rank' of training colleges, 
and by the early 1890s affiliated to University College, Liverpool (by then 
part of Victoria University), when it became the only college, apart from 
Homerton College, Cambridge, which combined teacher training and a 
degree course. Such were the college's auspicious beginnings. By the time 
this books ends, in 1997, Edge Hill, moved to Ormskirk, had survived to 
become an independent university college with 6,500 male and female 
students taking a wide range of undergraduate and postgraduate degrees. In 
between, the book gives details of the students, staff, life at the college, and 
the curriculum, and from the 1940s takes account of the impact of a series 
of government reports affecting college policy. For the earlier period good 
use is made of oral history, with revealing student recollections. The visual 
element of the book is particularly important, at a time when historians are 
rediscovering the value of illustrative material. Good use is made of very 
interesting photographs of students, staff, buildings, and particularly 
interiors, all of which would repay close analysis.

The pitfalls of writing an institutional history, particularly of the writer's 
own institution, are well known, and Montgomery has not succeeded in 
avoiding some of them. Bringing the story up to the present is particularly 
fraught with difficulty, and the newly written sections of the book, chapter 
nine onwards, taking up over one third of the text, are not really history at 
all, but become more like promotional literature for the college.

There are many parts of the story that raise questions that require at 
least some discussion: for example, why, despite the fact that the college was 
always meant to be a national institution, have the students always been 
overwhelmingly local? What were the effects on both staff, existing students, 
and the college of the admission of male students from 1959 (we are told 
that men quickly became the majority of the full-time staff, though the 
majority of students were still female)? Was such rapid change under Ruth 
Gee in the early 1990s really achieved without casualties? And, on a 
different note, why does the author so dislike the second principal, Miss 
Hale? For the first three chapters she writes from a strongly feminist point
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of view, castigating Miss Hale, often without historical justification, and yet 
the next principal, equally 'culpable' in many respects, emerges unscathed.

The volume would have benefited from a conclusion, putting the college 
in its context and reflecting on its experiences over more than a century, but 
the fact that it is missing reflects the mixed nature of the book part history; 
part prospectus/publicity literature. Nevertheless, there is still a good deal 
of interesting historical material there, much of which merits further 
investigation and analysis.

University of Liverpool Sylvia Harrop


