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Roland \V. Morant, Monastic and collegiate CJieshire. Braunton fDevon): Merlin 
Books, 1996. xii + 222 pp. £1 1.95. ISBN 0 86303 729 1 (hardback).

Any work of historical scholarship must be measured against its stated aims 
and objectives. This book does not pretend to be the result of original 
research but is intended to fill a gap and to provide in a single volume of 
reasonable length and price a history of Cheshire's medieval monasteries, 
colleges, and hospitals. It is certainly shorter and cheaper than the third 
volume of the Victoria County History of Cheshire, which is described in the 
preface as "an authoritative work which maintains its position as an 
important source of information'. This reviewer, who wrote the sections on 
religious houses in V.C.H. Cheshire almost twenty years ago, while grateful for 
a large number of citations, was somewhat disconcerted to find herself 
thanked in the list of acknowledgements for providing material to plug the 
gaps left by other writers.

The author, who is not an historian by training, does not attempt 'to 
break new ground in the sense of presenting new archaeological evidence or 
interpretations', but aims to produce a synthesis of material in print for the 
guidance of the general reader who wishes to become better informed on 
the subject. There are, however, no references to original sources in print 
and no use of periodical literature, apart from articles in the Journal of the 
Chester Archaeological Society. The author relies on secondary works varying 
widely in date and in quality. These 'sources' are, as promised in the 
preface, referenced in the text but in a haphazard and indiscriminate 
fashion. Nor is the substantial bibliography entirely reliable: for example, it 
does not contain the 'Midmer, 1979' (presumably Roy Midmer's English 
mediaeval monasteries (1066-1540): a summary) which is cited frequently in the 
text.

For the most part this is little more than a 'potted' version of the V.C.H. 
with the treatment of individual houses following the V.C.H. model: 
sections on the foundation, endowments and benefactions (even more 
indigestible in a condensed form), medieval history, precincts, and 
buildings. A framework of sorts is provided by introductory chapters on 
'Geographical Boundaries' and 'The Coming of Christianity to Cheshire'. 
Rather more satisfactory is a chapter on the Dissolution and its aftermath, 
but a concluding section on 'The Surviving Buildings' is little more than a 
poorly illustrated gazetteer.
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There may indeed be a need for an 'overview' of Cheshire monastic and 
collegiate foundations which is more accessible than the austere V.C.H. 
volume and which brings together the work which has been done since 
V.C.H. Cheshire, volume 3 was published in 1980, but this book does not 
succeed in achieving its modest objectives and is unlikely to enthuse its 
readers or to satisfy their curiosity about religious life in Cheshire in the 
Middle Ages.

University of St Andrews AnnJ. Kettle

Jonathan Lumby, The Lancashire witch-craze: Jennet Preston and the Lancashire 
witches, 1612. Preston: Carnegie Publishing, 1995. xxi + 212 pp. £6.95. 
ISBN 1 5936 025 4 (paperback).

Jennet Preston was hanged at York in 1612 for the murder of Thomas 
Lister by witchcraft five years earlier. Hers was the first of the notorious so- 
called Pendle witch trials of that year. Jonathan Lumby argues that it holds 
the clue to the whole local phenomenon and he has used her case in order 
to untangle the twisted skein of personal relationships and social and 
religious tensions in Lancashire in the early seventeenth century. Crucial to 
his argument is the challenge he offers to the chronology of the account of 
Thomas Potts, who had served as clerk to the Justices of Assize on the 
Northern Circuit and had recorded the evidence submitted at Jennet's 
trial. Then, by examining a wide range of material about local people and 
local events, Lumby sets out to describe in detail the traditions, loyalties, 
and animosities which combined to provide the circumstances in which 
Jennet was accused. This detail sometimes confuses rather than 
illuminates. And Lumby's main conclusions are unremarkable. The origins 
of Lancashire witchcraft, he asserts, lie in the over-boiling of religious 
anxieties, heretical sectarianism, and local rivalries. But there is an extra 
dimension to his version of Jennet's case: what helped to seal her fate was 
her relationship with her alleged victim. It is argued, on very little 
evidence, that she had been Thomas Lister's mistress. In order to provide 
an explanation for Lister's death-bed cries, which included her name, and 
furnish an explanation which preserved the honour of the Lister family, an 
accusation of witchcraft was laid. The dying man called out for Jennet, so 
Lumby argues, but rather than face the reality of an adulterous 
relationship the family chose to interpret the cry for comfort as an 
accusation of responsibility. So Jennet Preston was framed? Very probably. 
Lumby tells us that her conviction was greeted with dismay by her 
neighbours, and he has taken up her cause with enthusiasm. But some of 
the evidence he presents fails to convince. Moreover, the detailed 
examination of the characteristics and allegiances of the main players in 
the drama, while fascinating in themselves, tend to distract the reader from 
the case of Jennet Preston, with the result that the book reads as a series of 
short, scarcely related essays.

University of Liverpool . Pat Starkey
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The Campion Census of 1676: the Lancashire returns, ed. Margaret Panikkar. 
Wigan: North West Catholic History Society, 1995. 43 pp. £\. ISBN 0
95 i4615 6 7.

The Compton Census of 1676 was the result of an enquiry into the 
numbers of inhabitants, recusants, and obdurate dissenters in each parish of 
the Church of England, and is a prime source for the history of population 
and religious affiliation in the later seventeenth century. Diocese by diocese, 
parish by parish, clergy and churchwardens counted heads (the charming 
phrase for it at the time was a 'telling of noses') and reported numbers to 
their bishops. In many places lists of names must have been written out, but 
hardly any have survived, and instead the results of the Census are known 
chiefly as bare numbers for each parish. Interpreting the figures is difficult, 
not least because the questions asked were carelessly worded. Study of the 
Census has been on a firm basis since the publication in 1986 of Anne 
Whiteman's definitive edition, The Compton Census: a critical edition.

For Chester diocese (which included Lancashire and Cheshire) there is 
no full Census return, only a precious handful of parish listings. It is those 
listings which are published here. Curiously they are all from one corner of 
the diocese, the rural deanery of Amounderness, and there are references to 
two further lists (but not the lists themselves) from the same deanery. The 
implications of that for whether the Census was ever completed throughout 
the diocese are not taken up in a rather slight introduction. The four listings 
printed are for Bispham parish on the Lancashire coast; Broughton 
chapolry, comprising three townships just north of Preston; Kirkham, a 
large parish sprawling across the Fylde; and Lytham. All but the Kirkham 
list have been published before, though not in especially accessible places, 
and the Lytham list seems to have been recognized as belonging to the 1676 
Census only in the last decade. The one 'new' list, of Kirkham, is 
problematical: damaged, undated, and naming only 'recusants & quakers', 
it might well come from the Census, but the case for such an origin is not 
argued out as it should be.

Other parish lists may well await discovery in antiquarian transcripts. 
For the moment, it is good to have what survives for Lancashire in a 
convenient form, though it has to be said that this little edition is marred by 
careless presentation (some of it corrected on a loose errata slip), and a 
scatter of mostly trivial transcription mistakes in the Kirkham list.

University of Liverpool C. P. Lewis

Bernard M. Watney, Liverpool porcelain of the eighteenth century. She.pton 
Beauchamp (Som.): Richard Dennis Publications, 1997. 164 pp. £45. ISBN 
090368551 5 (hardback).

This long-awaited study of Liverpool porcelain by the collector and author 
Bernard Watney is the culmination of many years of painstaking research. 
Attractively produced and very generously illustrated, it covers the main 
period of porcelain production in Liverpool from the middle to the close of
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the eighteenth century. The book consists of seven chapters, accompanied 
by over 450 black and white illustrations, and followed by thirty-two pages 
of beautifully photographed colour plates, three pages of maps and plans, 
and a list of Liverpool apprentices. It concludes with an up-to-date 
bibliography and a list of objects illustrated from auction houses and 
museum collections, including Liverpool Museum (N.M.G.M.) and the 
Knowles Boney collection at Birkenhead.

After the foreword by Alan Smith, the introduction quite rightly leads 
the reader into the complex problems surrounding the identification of 
Liverpool porcelain, particularly after the reattribution of two groups to 
Vauxhall and Limehouse in London (originally thought by Watney to be 
from Liverpool). The author then describes how a factory profile is built up 
and the highlights the importance of considering a range of factors: quality 
of the paste and glaze; translucency and colour of the body; potting and 
decoration; comparison with other groups or pieces and, if available, any 
factory wasters.

The first six chapters are devoted to the individual porcelain 
manufactories and their owners, starting with Richard Chaffers and 
Company in 1754 or 1755 and ending with the partnership between Seth 
Pennington and John Part from 1778 to 1799. Each chapter is subdivided 
further. The first part gives the historical background to the factory and 
biographical details of its owner or manager, with relevant quotation from 
documentary sources such as newspaper advertisements, parish registers, 
wills, and insurance records. A detailed analysis of each factory's wares then 
proceeds, from shapes to designs and decoration, including transfer- 
printing. The text is constantly and meticulously linked to both black and 
white, and colour plates, showing such gems as the finely painted King of 
Prussia jug of about 1760. the splendid Christian garniture, and an array of 
John Pennington ship bowls, including the 'Polar Star' depicting a whaling 
scene. This enables the reader to see or compare the shape, feature, or 
decoration referred to, although it does necessitate some to-ing and fro-ing 
between text and image because of the sheer number of illustrations. Other 
key or comparable examples are also mentioned, to which reference is 
made in the bibliography, although the frequently cited Made in Liverpool 
catalogue from the Northern Ceramic Society exhibition of 1993 has 
unfortunately been omitted.

The enigmatic 'HP' marked wares are discussed at the end of chapter 6 
under a rather long subheading. Watney draws parallels between these 
marked pieces and examples by Seth Pennington. However, he also points 
out the suggestion that the initials could refer to the Haymarkct Pothouse 
run by 7-achariah Barnes, who claimed to have made china. Chapter 7 
takes a different approach by focusing on Liverpool's porcelain figure 
production and considers examples by Gilbody, Chaffers, Christian, and 
John and Jane Pennington. Of especial note are the biscuit wasters from a 
'Sportsman' figure discovered on the Gilbody factory site. These fragments 
proved the existence of figure production in Liverpool and were later 
matched to a complete Gilbody 'Sportsman', which is also shown. Watney 
ends the final paragraph on rather a downbeat note by stating that the 
'Pennington factories mass-produced much that was badly shaped and



Reviews 207

badly decorated, to the lasting detriment of themselves and the City of 
Liverpool'. This is a fair comment but it might have been better to have 
concluded with a more positive statement about Liverpool's importance as 
a centre of culture during the eighteenth century.

One eighteenth-century Liverpool porcelain factory is not dealt with in 
this study. The firm of Wolfe, Mason and Lucock (T. Wolfe & Co) operated 
on the Islington site from 1 796 until 1800 and. although producing ware in 
a style and body rather different from the other factories, one wonders why 
Watney did not merit its inclusion. It would have been helpful to have had 
at least one or two illustrations and some key references in the 
bibliography.

Liverpool porcelain of the eighteenth century is a definite must for both the 
Liverpool and general ceramic collector, whilst also being of interest to the 
local historian. It provides an excellent and thorough introduction to the 
subject and, by the extensive use of illustrations, gives the reader a 
marvellous opportunity to see and learn about the range and diversity of 
the porcelain produced. Further research and evidence may well throw new 
light on the field, but Liverpool porcelain of the eighteenth century is set to become, 
and will no doubt remain, the standard reference work for many years 
ahead. Bernard Watney is to be warmly congratulated on his splendid 
achievement.

National Museums and Galleries on Merseyside E. Alyra Brown

Geoffrey Timmins, Four centuries of Lancashire cotton. Preston: Lancashire 
County Books, 1996. iv + 92 pp. £4.95. ISBN 1 871236 41 X (paperback).

For two hundred years the cotton industry in north-west Lngland has 
attracted the attention of observers, commentators, and historians who have 
explored its success, its progress, and latterly its decline. The body of 
published research is very great and it is therefore timely that Dr Timmins 
now presents to generations of Lancastrians who know nothing of mules 
and looms a succinct, readable, and splendidly illustrated account of the 
great trade that transformed their county. Written for ihe general reader, it 
draws together many strands of research, including his own, and points not 
only to conclusions that are generally accepted but to open questions still in 
need of resolution.

The industry is discussed chronologically in four chapters, the first 
covering the fustian trade to the late eighteenth century, the second the start 
and progress of the factory system, the third dealing with its peak years 
from c. 1840 to 1914, and the last covering its decline to the 1980s. Each 
chapter flows well in itself and identifies major trends, whether of 
production, marketing, or social consequences, though of course often in 
highly compressed form. Nevertheless, enough detail is offered to explain 
technicalities and enlighten even those with no previous knowledge of the 
trade or its processes. For those stimulated to look deeper the references can 
be used to explore every aspect of the major questions and issues raised. 
Inevitably those deeply embedded in the history of Lancashire or of the
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cotton trade might wish to change the emphasis here or there. My own 
reservation lies in the dual use of 'Lancashire' as the county and 
'Lancashire' as applied to the whole north-western cotton trade. The 
Lancashire cotton trade extended beyond the county boundaries, and 
Cheshire, Derbyshire, and the West Riding all made significant 
contributions in the heroic age, prospered equally in the best years, and 
sulTered in the bad ones. They were an integral part of one great system. 
Here they receive only an occasional mention and it is sometimes difficult 
to know whether totals of employment, production, etc. given for 
Lancashire refer to the whole cotton region or to the county of Lancashire 
alone. Nevertheless, this book uniquely offers a concise overview of the 
industry in the region from its beginnings to its present state which will 
interest, inform, and, one hopes, stimulate a wide range of readers.

University of Manchester J. H. Smith

Chris Aspin, The first industrial society: Lancashire, 1750 1850. Preston: 
Carnegie Publishing, 1995. vi + 250 pp. £9.95. ISBN 1 86936 161 5 
(paperback).

The first edition of this book, which appeared as long ago as 1969, 
comprised an authoritative and highly readable inroduction to social and 
economic change in Lancashire during the industrial revolution. However, 
the commissioning of this new edition has provided opportunity for 
considerable revision to take place, in terms of both content and 
presentation. Whilst the overall coverage of the book remains the same, the 
content has been updated to incorporate recent research findings, for 
example on the origins of factory masters and the rate at which the 
handloom weaving trade declined. But more obvious change can be seen in 
the appearance and layout of the book. For instance, whereas the 
illustrations in the first edition were grouped inconveniently at the front, 
they are now distributed at appropriate points throughout the text. 
Additionally, the number of illustrations has been increased and useful 
captions added.

The book continues to incorporate substantial extracts from local 
newspapers and other contemporary sources. This has the advantage of 
drawing attention to the value of such material and may be seen to enhance 
the readability of the text. On the other hand, it tends to outweigh the 
amount of interpretative and evaluative comment that is offered, so that we 
are not always treated as fully as we might wish to the views that such an 
eminent local historian holds. And weight is added to this point by the lack 
of a conclusion, which, on the basis of the discussion undertaken, might 
have assessed the degree of change that Lancashire society underwent 
during the industrial revolution. Given that the text emphasizes change 
rather than continuity, a telling conclusion might well have emerged 
supporting recent attacks on the gradualist perspective. These reservations 
apart, the book has much to commend. It is extremely well written and 
informative, covers a wide range of issues, and is attractively presented. It is
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also reasonably priced. The new edition enhances its wide appeal, 
providing an informed overview for the general reader and a useful aid for 
those dipping into particular themes.

University of Central Lancashire GeqffTimmins

Victorian Chester: essays in social history, 1830-1900, ed. Roger Swift. Liverpool: 
Liverpool University Press, 1996. 252 pp. £13.95. ISBN 0 85323 661 5 
(paperback).

Although categorized by Pevsner as a Victorian city, Chester has not 
engaged the attention of modern urban historians. As one of its first 
projects, the newly established Centre for Victorian Studies at University 
College Chester has determined to make good the deficiency. For the most 
part, the essays in this welcome collection stem from meticulously 
researched, archive-based M.A. dissertations, usefully summarized in the 
editor's introduction. They represent a form of 'we-too' contribution 
history: Chester, it is contended, merits inclusion in the scholarly canon of 
Victorian cities because it experienced similar problems to the great 
industrial, mercantile, and maritime conurbations. The opening essay by- 
John Herson, however, charts a more exciting path by promoting Chester's 
case in terms of distinctive difference. In interrogating Chester's 
historiographical neglect, Herson questions the motif of growth and the 
preoccupation with industrialization in the main narratives of economic 
history, particularly as applied to northern England. While modest in its 
growth, Victorian 'mock-Tudor' Chester was a model of adaptation, 
adjusting its economic profile in a manner more akin to south-eastern 
England. Although a drag on industrial expansion, the 'social environment' 
proved conducive to the development of shopping, services, and tourism. In 
this respect, industrial weakness was counteracted by Chester's continuing 
role as administrative, ecclesiastical, and military centre, by its attraction to 
increasing numbers of rentiers, and by the influence exercised by the 
Grosvenor family. Chester, it would seem, demands attention as the 
precursor of the post-industrial city.

Although Herson stops short of such a claim, there is much in the 
subsequent essays which could be marshalled in support of the argument. 
Concern for the 'social environment' factors that made the city an 
appealing place to live in, shop at, or visit extended beyond the 'heritage' 
rebuilding of the city centre to a series of civic and philanthropic initiatives 
designed to remove problems and unpleasantness from the streets. Hence 
the stringent use of the Common Lodging Houses Act of 1851, studied by 
Mary Glazier; the removal of 'street arabs' into the Ragged Schools 
investigated by Roger Swift; and the prompt restoration of public order 
following the 'Skeleton Army' disturbances analysed by Julian Rced-Purvis. 
The disturbances were provoked by the Salvation Army's foolhardy decision 
to march through the heart of Boughton where, as Kristina Jeffes shows, 
there was considerable clustering of the city's Irish Catholic inhabitants. 
Acting as reception centre, the Steven Street 'ghetto' (77.5 per cent Irish in
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1841) served to contain the Irish 'problem', acculturating new arrivals prior 
to their safe dispersal to more 'respectable' areas. Sanitary reform, however, 
seems not to have been a priority, although Jacqueline Perry's study of 
cholera and public health reform suggests that the incidence of the disease 
may have been understated in order not to jeopardize the tourist trade. 
Appropriately, the last word in the volume is left to an American visitor, 
Henry James, whose 1872 essay already recognized the economic sense of 
adaptation and heritage in a city 'restored with usurious interest'.

University of Liverpool ,7°^"' Belchem

Anthony M. Miller, The inviting shore: a .social history of New Brighton, part one: 
1830-1939. Birkenhead: Countyvise, in conjunction with the author, 1996. 
vii + 255 pp. £7.95.

New Brighton is an interesting example of a seaside resort which struggled 
to reconcile conflicting identities, as its role as Liverpool's pioneer Cheshire 
suburb clashed with its growing attractiveness to day-trippers and working- 
class holidaymakers and the efforts of entrepreneurs to turn their presence 
to advantage. It offered unusual attractions, especially the spectacle of 
Mersey estuary shipping; but its estuarine location also became a liability as 
the Mersey became increasingly polluted. This did not deter my 
grandparents, regular visitors in the inter-war years, from collecting large 
quantities of mussels to take home on the train and boil up for consumption 
in their north Derbyshire mining village; but my own existence is testimony 
that my grandmother boiled them very thoroughly. New Brighton deserves 
a good, lively social history. Unfortunately, although it has some virtues, this 
book is not it.

Despite the title, this book deals almost entirely with Victorian New 
Brighton, with some Edwardian excursions. It presents painstakingly- 
accumulated detail on the building of the resort's houses and churches, on its 
tradespeople and their family histories. The collection of biographies is 
potentially a valuable resource, although the author does little more than lay 
them end to end for our inspection. Some interesting evidence on 
entertainments and the regulation of the shore is provided, although the 
Tower and other entertainment complexes are reserved for the second 
volume. Only the most minimal attention is paid to the well-developed 
historiography of seaside resorts, and the work of Harold Perkin (Northern 
History, 1976) and Mike Winstanley (Lancaster M.A. dissertation, footnoted 
by Perkin), which develops interesting arguments about New Brighton in a 
broader context, is ignored. The publisher's claim that this is a scholarly 
production is not borne out by its standards of spelling and grammar, and the 
blurb's description of the book as 'analytical' is unduly flattering. It has its 
uses as a careful compilation of evidence, but its grasp of wider historical 
issues is neither secure nor up to date, and it has to be used with caution, like 
so many books in this genre. Beware the extravagant claims of local publishers.

University of Lancaster John A. Walton
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Working children in nineteenth-century Lancashire, eel. Michael Winstanley. 
Preston: Lancashire County Books, 1995. xii + 145 pp. £7.50. ISBN 1 
87123640 1 (paperback).

The association of the period of childhood with school and education 
rather than with employment and work is a characteristic of modern 
industrial societies. In Britain the transition from the child as worker to the 
child as pupil occurred during the second half of the nineteenth century, as 
the state became increasingly active in promoting the schooling of children 
and discouraging their labour-market participation. Historians have 
neglected the experiences of working-class children during this period of 
change, a matter rectified by this admirable work. Michael Winstanley and 
his final-year undergraduate collaborators are to be congratulated on 
producing a thoroughly researched and probing analysis of the varied 
working lives of young people in nineteenth-century Lancashire, a region 
that accounted for the largest proportion of child labour throughout the 
nineteenth century.

The structure of the book reflects the heterogeneity of economic activity 
in the region and captures the dynamic interplay of the educational and 
financial concerns of working-class families. Two chapters highlight the 
changing perceptions of the half-time system within the textile trades; the 
incorporation of a period of schooling within the working day, which was 
seen to have mental and physical benefits in the mid-nineteenth century, 
was later believed to carry the worst of both worlds. Another two chapters 
reveal children's generally informal relationship with the educational 
process when engaged in agricultural and service employment, a 
relationship that was implicitly condoned despite government legislation 
which reinforced a preference for edification rather than physical toil. The 
final two chapters analyse the gendering of children's work within the later 
nineteenth-century labour market, which revealed the narrow range of 
work open to girls and contemporary concerns about the dead-end nature 
of many of the jobs for boys.

This is a fascinating work which presents much that is new and 
suggests much that might be usefully explored further. The substance of 
the work is excellent, the writing is lucid, the arguments clear. On the 
whole the chapters are well integrated. Winstanley and his team have 
produced an impressively researched study that will provide valuable 
material for local and regional historians, feminist historians, and 
historians of education.

Centre for Business History, University of Leeds Katnna Honeyman

Joseph Livesey of Preston: business, temperance and moral reform, ed. lan Levitt. 
Preston: University of Central Lancashire, 1996. viii + 84 pp. £6.95 + 
£1.50 p&p. ISBN 0 906694 68 X (paperback).

This book is the first in a new series from the University of Central 
Lancashire which 'aims to make available the fruits of recent research in
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local and regional history in an economic and affordable format'. It 
certainly gets the series off to a good start.

Those who know the name of Joseph Livesey are likely to do so in 
connection with the temperance movement, but this short volume makes 
it clear that there was much more to the man than that. Four historians 
from the University of Central Lancashire have contributed chapters on 
the background to Livesey's activities: 'The Business and Family Man', 
'The Public Figure', and 'The Moral Reformer'. Livesey was born at 
Walton le Dale in 1794 into a relatively prosperous family, and expected 
to inherit and carry on his father's manufacturing business. As so often 
happened in that period, however, fate stepped in and he found himself an 
orphan, having to make his own way in the world. He became a successful 
cheese-factor, and by the 1820s was doing well enough to turn his 
attentions to furthering causes dear to his heart. A member of the small 
Scotch Baptist church, nonconformity was the strongest single influence 
on his intellectual and public life. A radical advocate of reform 
throughout his career, his principal interest lay in ameliorating the 
condition of the poor. One of the most interesting things about the book, 
and about Livesey, is to see how the many themes of nineteenth-century 
social and economic history are worked out in the local and personal 
context. The picture is by no means straightforward, and Livesey was a 
complex character. A self-made man who learned to read with his book 
propped up on a loom, he believed fervently in education and self- 
improvement, and provided Sunday schools and reading rooms for the 
working classes. He rejected the idea of working-class organizations, 
including trade unions, and opposed Chartism because of its 'physical 
force' tendencies in Lancashire. He has been called a 'Primitive Christian 
Socialist' (p. 59), with his philosophy of co-operation between the middle 
and working classes, his ministry to the poor, and his vision of social 
progress. He used the power of the printed word for his campaigns, 
starting with printing presses in the back room of his shop, and going on 
to found his own newspaper, the Preston Guardian, in 1844. In the 1830s 
and 1840s he gave most of his energies to radical causes, opposing the 
New Poor Law and campaigning for the repeal of the Corn Laws in 
particular. He wrote prolifically in support of his campaigns, and 
especially for temperance. There is a list of his known writings at the end 
of the book in a useful appendix.

When Livesey died, in 1884, 10,000 people lined the streets at his 
funeral. Churches and newspapers conveniently forgot his early days as a 
controversial reformer, and his temperance campaign was given 
prominence. The common people, however, remembered the tireless way 
in which he had campaigned for them through hard times, fighting 
against national legislation, and visiting them in their own homes. The 
photographs of him in the book all show a genial, smiling, and thoughtful 
man. Inevitably, there is some overlap in these essays but this is, perhaps, 
unavoidable. They are full of interest; and on the evidence of this volume, 
the launch of the Harris Papers series is to be welcomed, and we look 
forward to future numbers. There are a number of ways in which the 
layout could be improved: first, it is essential to have an index, for obvious
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reasons; second, the headings in the text are very squashed, and spoil the 
appearance; and third, a general bibliography would have been helpful, as 
part of the bibliographical details at the end of the book.

University of Liverpool Sylvia Harrop

Brian R. Law, Fieldens of Todmorden: a nineteenth-century business dynasty. 
Littleborough: George Kelsall, 1995. 302 pp. £20 (hardback), £13.50 
(paperback). ISBN 0 946571 26 0 (hardback), 0 946571 27 9 (paperback).

At a time when so much academic history is theoretical and technical, 
written for a narrow audience, it is refreshing to find a volume which 
connects so well across the divide between scholarly research and an 
entertaining read, accessible to all. This beautifully produced and 
reasonably priced book will appeal to the general reader, the local historian, 
and academics interested in business history and broader economic and 
social development of the industrial regions of Britain during the last two 
centuries. Yet, inevitably, there are features of the work which will frustrate 
its readership. Academics wishing to probe more deeply or to check or 
extend research on business or entrepreneurial history will find the 
inconsistent and incomplete footnoting a troublesome guide and will miss 
the context of important academic debates. The general reader, on the 
other hand, may find the writing style a little wooden and some of the 
statistical and accounting information hard going and an interruption to 
the narratives about family and place. However, all will be fascinated by the 
wealth of (more than 200) illustrations: photographs, paintings, etchings, 
reproductions of documents, architectural drawings, maps, and plans. The 
dedication required just in marshalling this fine collection is remarkable and 
an obvious labour of love. Most of the illustrations have detailed captions 
and they provide much food for thought for those interested in the power 
and imagery of visual representation. We must feel a debt to the small 
independent publisher on whom we are dependent for the appearance of 
such a richly illustrated and broadly appealing volume.

Given the number of studies of John Fielden as a parliamentary 
reformer, it is perhaps surprising that no comprehensive study of the firm 
which sustained his political activities has hitherto appeared. It is the more 
surprising since the history of the firm, founded by his father in the 1770s 
and in existence for two centuries, can be seen to encapsulate and illustrate 
some of the major stories of Britain's rise and fall as an industrial power. 
One reason why a full history has never before appeared is that the wealth 
of material surviving from the family and the business has been scattered 
across a number of public and private archive collections. It has required 
someone of Mr Law's clear ability, persistence, and detective work to bring 
the story together and to integrate complementary sources, particularly 
newspapers and parliamentary evidence, into the account. Despite being an 
amateur historian, Law is acquainted with academic literature which he 
uses to contextualize and to inform his analysis. Business experience from 
his working life and his clear personal connection to the Todmorden area
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and to its local historians also assist in making this a very well informed 
piece of research.

The story of the rise of the firm from its roots in the eighteenth-century 
domestic system of woollen manufacture through the introduction of 
cotton, the innovation of water and steam power, the mechanization of 
successive processes, and the growing connection with merchanting, throws 
light upon the broader development of the textile heartlands of Britain's 
industrial revolution. We learn about the finance of the firm, its expanding 
commitments in Manchester and in Liverpool as well as in Todmorden 
itself, the importance of family links and commercial connections, the 
centrality of business acumen, of dedication and hard work, and of 
nonconformist ideals. More dramatically we are informed about the 
volatility of the business climate: the gains from inflation during the 
Napoleonic War years, the crises of 1837 and 1842, the benefits of the 
cotton famine and the difficulties of the 1870s and 1880s. The story of the 
business is also continued after incorporation in 1889 through an Indian 
summer of rationalization, re-equipping, and renewed profitability to the 
difficulties of the 1950s and the firm's final demise. At the same time we 
hear about the Fielden family: marriages, the birth, education, and 
developing character of children, residences, aspirations, activities outside 
business, relations with the workforce, and connections with local and 
national society and politics. Family photographs and the pictures of mills 
and residences really do add to the richness and enjoyment of this account. 
The two chapters containing detailed biographical treatment of the third 
and fourth generations of the family provide a fascinating story of 
individual differences, the role of family cohesiveness and quarrels, disputes 
over ostentation, benefaction, and philanthropy, and the importance of the 
number, health, and longevity, as well as the character, of sons and heirs to 
the business. Strong and long-lived matriarchs of the family are also here: 
influential and wealthy maiden aunts, and mothers of a dozen children who 
outlived their menfolk by many decades. The shifting aspirations and 
culture as one moves from one generation to the next are clearly visible. 
The third generation saw considerable dissipation of wealth in fine houses 
and landed estates whilst the public-school-educated fourth generation 
provided few who were interested in the family business or in living in 
smoky Todmorden when the life of country squire, far away from the 
industrial North, beckoned.

University of Liverpool Pat Hudson

Robert Poole, The Lancashire wakes holidays. Preston; Lancashire County 
Books, 1994. iv + 28 pp. £2.50. ISBN 1 871236 35 5 (paperback). 
Jean Turnbull and Jayne Southern, More than just a shop: a history of the Co-op 
in Lancashire. Preston: Lancashire County Books, 1995. iv + 58 pp. £4.50. 
ISBN 1 871236 36 3 (paperback).

These are the third and fourth in a series of pamphlets on aspects of 
Lancashire history published by Lancashire County Books, under the



Reviews 215

auspices of Lancashire County Council, for the Lancaster branch of the 
Historical Association. This splendid initiative aims at making available, to 
a general readership, in cheap and readable form, the results of recent 
scholarship; and its offerings deserve to be more widely diffused. The 
pamphlets reviewed here offer historical introductions to two takcn-for- 
granted Lancashire institutions, now in decline but, as the authors make 
clear, showing persisting resilience: for these studies come right up to date 
in their coverage. A particular feature is the excellence of the illustrations, 
which really do enhance text and argument.

Poole's is by far the more successful of these pamphlets, as well as being 
short and sharply written. He covers his brief elegantly and pithily, telling a 
clear story while providing explanations and contexts and looking for wider 
significance. His suggestions for further research are invaluable to local 
historians in search of interesting themes. Very recent research suggests that 
he may have unduly underrated the role of the Church of England in 
Oldham and district, and it would have been good to see gender developed 
more directly as a theme, especially in the light of the apparent takeover of 
rushbearing by men from women at the end of the eighteenth century. 
Mass-Observation's treatment of Wcsthoughton's 'Keaw Yed' wakes in the 
late 1930s is missing, whether by accident or design, and no attempt is 
made to discuss Douglas Reid's analogy between wakes and carnival. But 
this is, in general, a model study of its kind.

Turnbull and Southern have a very difficult task, given the complexity of 
the Co-op's changing organizational structure and its wide range of 
activities. They tend to describe rather than explain and assess 
consequences, and their narratives lose their way between the First World 
War and the 1960s. Big debates on what the Co-op has been for are 
neglected (the recent work of Peter Gurney is essential here) and the party 
political dimension is missing altogether. No real attempt is made to tackle 
the reasons for the Co-op's decline and transformation over the last 
generation. A more stimulating treatment can be found through the special 
issue of North-West Labour History on the Co-op in 1994 (volume 19), and in 
the commemorative volume on the Rochdale Pioneers edited by Lancaster 
and Maguire (Loughborough, 1996). The pamphlet is a necessary purchase 
for social historians of the region, but it lacks the panache and conviction of 
Poole's portrayal of the wakes.

University of Lancaster John K. Walton

T. Wyke, A hall for all seasons: a history of the Free Trade Hall. Manchester: The 
Charles Halle Foundation, 1996". 163 pp. £19.95 (hardback), £9.95 
(paperback). ISBN 0 9528003 0 6 (hardback), 9528003 1 4 (paperback).

Writing this review just after the opening of the Free Trade Hall's 
replacement, Manchester's new Bridgewater Hall, in September 1996, 
reflects the timely appearance of this book. As one who embarked on his 
initial courting at Halle concerts in the Free Trade Hall (and the 
relationship has survived longer than the hall), the book brings back vivid
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memories of the heyday of the orchestra under Sir John Barbirolli. It 
comes as some surprise, however, that the current Free Trade Hall was 
but the last of three auditoria on the site, and that classical music was not 
the be-all and the end-all of its existence, but merely one of its many 
functions, serving to enhance the cultural (both high and popular), 
recreational, social, and political experience of the people of Manchester 
and its region. The strengths of the book lie in its narrative coverage; its 
attention to the architectural details of each of the three public halls 
erected on the constricted Peter Street site, its delineation of the changing 
kaleidoscope of events for which the hall was famous over time, including 
some of considerable historical moment; the vividness and variety of its 
historical illustrations; its placing of the successive halls in their local and 
regional settings; and, finally, its up-to-dateness. The warts are identified 
as well as the triumphs: the uncomfortable nature of the seating in all 
three incarnations; the moderate acoustics (and initial reactions suggest 
these may regrettably be a feature also of the new Bridgewater Hall); the 
defensive reactions of the Halle management to critical reviews in the 
Manchester Guardian; the grimy exterior, as Manchester's soot-laden 
atmosphere took its toll over time; and other matters. The book is 
marked by breadth rather than depth of investigation, and those who 
most strongly associate the hall with the Halle Orchestra may be 
disappointed that more is not revealed. To be just, that was clearly not 
the central objective of the book, which focuses fairly and squarely on the 
Free Trade Hall itself. Mancunians will no doubt regard this as a work of 
special fascination, but outsiders also can be assured that it is well worth 
reading.

University of Liverpool W. E. Marsden

Harry Foster, Links along the line: the story of the development of golf between 
Liverpool and Southport. Southport: Birkdale and Ainsdale Historical Research 
Society, 1996. xii + 123 pp. £12.95. ISBN 0 9510905 2 6 (hardback).

As the end of the twentieth century approaches, we are seeing a steady 
stream of books devoted to golf-club centenaries. They vary considerably in 
quality and there is a high degree of the banal and the reminiscent: 
'Remember old Slogger Biggs's birdie', and so on. Their value is purely 
local, reinforcing club identities and loyalties, fostering myths, explaining 
dubious traditions. These are not bad objectives in themselves, since they 
are part of the world of popular history which academics often snootily 
ignore, but they often isolate their subjects in a local cocoon, so that they 
may be plundered by historians for a wider purpose but do not inform their 
readers of a broader perspective. That is something they share with so 
many examples of local history publication.

The book under review here is in a different league altogether. It does 
not deal with one club, but with eighteen of them, bound together by 
'The Line', the railway from Liverpool to Southport from which they can 
be reached directly or viewed. It might seem a strange reason for a
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history, a sort of railway sub-enthusiast's dream, but it is more than that. 
The Line is the Liverpool, Crosby, and Southport Railway, now 
Merseyrail's Northern Line, developed in the 1840s to foster a rivalry with 
Liverpool's established southern suburbs. It ran across sandy and scrubby 
coastland, ideal for establishing golf links when the imported Scottish 
game began the first of its great booms in the 1870s. The land was also 
well suited for suburban villas and some of the developers, such as the 
major local landowner Charles Weld-Blundell, used golf quite 
instrumentally to attract the right sort of settlers for his prestigious 
housing estates. Had the new settlers not been quite so committed to the 
game, he would quite happily have replaced links with even more villas 
and back gardens. The long-term result was one of the greatest 
concentrations of golf courses in England, including Birkdale, all on land 
which emulated closely the classical links of eastern Scotland, from 
St Andrews downwards.

Foster's approach, after a brief local review, is to devote over half his 
chapters to individual club histories, beginning with the West Lancashire 
club of 1873. These chapters are models of club history, reminding readers 
of what was there before (often a challenging task for those players who 
seem to think that golf was invented in Eden) and examining investment 
and building history. Yet the chapters have a distinct individuality which 
goes beyond the formulaic. Because of their relative brevity they cannot 
perhaps examine all the issues that the historian of the economics of the 
game might like, but they are well done within those limits. He finishes with 
the slightly controversial (but when were they not in such polite areas?) 
Southport municipal links. But there is more to it than that. Foster also 
shows the modern historian's concern with issues of gender and class, the 
containment and patronizing of those held likely to threaten middle-class 
masculinity by assuming the form of women and workers. Yet this is done in 
a very matter-of-fact way, without the heavy theoretical apparatus which 
mars so many other works. We learn that the Formby club, when it bought 
some new tee boxes, kept them for the men and gave the best of the old 
ones to the ladies. We see artisans working for the chance to play at 
restricted times and we get something of the growing enthusiasm for golf 
outside a tight middle-class ring, something which still remains unsatisfied. 
This is done gently, with irony rather than polemic, and it is the better for 
it.

This is a well written, abundantly but carefully illustrated, and 
handsomely produced book. Obviously its market is designed to be local but 
it will also benefit historians of sport, suburbia, and railways anywhere in 
the world. I have a friend who, in writing a very good county history, 
virtually ignored the area's many golf courses on the grounds that, as a 
rambler, he hated them. This book would do even the most inveterate 
leather of links good, because it helps to give a sense as to why they are 
there. One would have liked an index and, perhaps, some more depth but 
that would have ended up with a very different work. The joy of this book is 
that it can inform so many and so well.

University of Sussex John Lowerson



218 Reviews

John Woods, Peace in my time?! One Scouser's war. Preston: Palatine Books, 
1995. 122 pp. £4.95. ISBN 1 874181 11 X (paperback). 
Ron Garnett, Liverpool in the 1930s and the Blitz. Preston: Palatine Books, 
1995. 135 pp. £4.95. ISBN 1 871942 05 5 (paperback).

One of the most valuable things to come out of the community movement 
of the 1970s was the encouragement it gave to the writing of working-class 
autobiographies. In the time since, although community publishers have 
come and gone, the popularity of autobiographical accounts rooted in 
particular localities and periods continues unabated. Over and above the 
obvious populist following this genre has, it comprises an important source of 
evidence for current and future historians. On both counts, these two, very 
different, autobiographical accounts are welcome additions to the local 
history shelves.

Although contemporaries, the formative teenage years of the two 
authors could not have been more different. As Ron Garnett settled into 
what seemed then to be a career in banking, the sixteen-year-old John 
Woods was lying about his age in order to enlist in the army. Within a day 
of arrival, the latter been confined to barracks for striking an officer and 
thus began the wartime experiences he relates with such humour and 
humanity. This is a lucid, carefully structured, and sensitively written book. 
Although conversational in style there is not a wasted word. The author's 
concise and measured approach serves to emphasize very real horrors 
without recourse to gratuitous description. I was both amused and moved 
by it and, if I have one criticism, it is that I should have like more: perhaps 
'One Scouser's Childhood'?

Ron Garnett's book incorporates a wealth of detail which brings alive 
the scenes, people, and experiences he writes about. In particular, I was 
reminded how little we know of the workers and work processes in the 
multitude of Liverpool's commercial organizations, which were such an 
important source of regular employment in a city characterized by casual 
labour. This said, the work is oddly structured. In parts, the author stands 
back from his narrative to comment or think aloud about the nature of 
history and memory. This has potential, and his discussions of the value and 
limitations of oral history and the role of myth in history are useful. In 
particular, his thoughtful consideration of the way in which individuals 
connect with the far past and the distant future via tales passed down 
through families, gave me pause. However, these sections would have been 
better brought together in one chapter. Over and above this, the book 
contains a few contradictions and errors and might have been better 
referenced. However, these problems, which could have been addressed by 
careful editing, are perhaps explained by the tragic death of the author and 
his wife when the book was still in manuscript form. All this nit-picking 
aside, this is a worthwhile publication.

Manchester Metropolitan University Pal Ayers
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Anthony Lynch, Weathering the storm: the Mersey docks financial crisis, 1970-74. 
Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 1995. x + 144 pp. £18.50 
(hardback), £9.50 (paperback). ISBN 0 85323 419 1 (hardback), 0 85323 
429 9 (paperback).

The Mersey Docks & Harbour Board began business in 1858, as the result 
of government meddling with the perfectly effective old administration 
under the Trustees of the Liverpool Docks. By 1900. this 'democratic body' 
(though Lynch acidly questions the nature of the demos) had become 'a self- 
perpetuating oligarchy'. The Board was coping with problems of increasing 
complexity and extent with diminishing success, saving a few upward 'blips'. 
In their different ways, both the World Wars and the Depression did the 
Port of Liverpool serious harm, so that the impressive tonnages of the mid- 
1960s served only to conceal profound problems. After sketching in that 
background, Lynch proceeds with a more detailed explanation of how 
everything fell apart in the late 1960s, with dwindling revenues, rising costs, 
and an urgent need for a major capital expenditure to keep abreast of the 
new shipping technology: mega- as distinct from super-tankers; large dry 
bulk carriers; above all, large container vessels. The port had faced such 
crises before and survived: the question Lynch has to address is how this 
one was different. He provides two main answers. Previous crises had been 
survived by incurring even greater debt, much of it short-term, and no 
adequate provision had been made for the depreciation of the assets 
corresponding to those debts. Taken in conjunction with the relatively high 
interest rates then prevailing, these were serious problems. A far greater one 
was government tinkering. Changes of government between 1963 and 1972 
all but destroyed the port with their reversals of policy. The Board was 
prevented from adopting almost any course of remedial action borrowing, 
increasing dues, cutting services, or selling land through the government's 
insistence both on interfering and on looking only to the short term. 
Perhaps the final blow was the inconsistent and ineffective 'lame ducks 
policy', when Rolls-Royce was given financial aid and M.D. & H.B. was 
not.

The central and most detailed part of the book concerns the long, 
sometimes acrimonious process which eventually resulted in the down- 
writing of the Board's debts and the establishment of the Mersey Docks & 
Harbour Company on a basis which appeared to give it a long-term future. 
Even then it had still to face severe labour problems and the three-day 
week. In the mid-1980s annual tonnage was only around 8,000,000, but 
most of the underlying problems had been solved. Since then tonnage has 
quadrupled, and the company is highly profitable.

The book is well produced, but, typography apart, it is not easy to read. 
It is not that Lynch writes unclearly quite the contrary but the subject is 
a complex and often technical one. There is a useful chronological 
summary, but a glossary and table of some key figures from the annual 
accounts for 1964 74 would have helped. One approaches works like this 
with suspicion. Lynch was at the centre of events, as the last secretary to the 
Board and the first to the company, and there is a foreword from the 
present managing director and chief executive. Is company propaganda, or
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even the settling of old scores, being presented as history? This reviewer, 
sometimes considered jaded and cynical, thinks not. On the one hand, the 
strength of an 'insider history' the understanding of what was really 
happening is there in full measure. On the other, while the writing is 
certainly not bland, its occasionally acerbic comments and judgements are 
properly substantiated. Lynch will appear in many footnotes of works yet to 
be written. He deserves to: this is an important and accomplished book.

National Museums and Galleries on Merseyside Adrian Jarms


