
REVIEWS

Gordon Read and Michael Stammers, Guide to the records of Merseyside 
Maritime Museum. Liverpool: Trustees of the National Museums and 
Galleries on Merseysidc and International Maritime History Association, 
1995. xiii + 153 pp. £9.95, ISBN 0 9695885 7 7 (paperback).

The size and reasonable price of this book conceal the immense amount of 
work which must have gone into its production. Although the archive 
collection was not established until 1957, the material (from documents to 
models) dates from the early eighteenth to the late twentieth century and is 
one of the finest collections of merchant shipping and port records in the U.K.

There are four very disparate chapters. Chapter 1 largely consists of ship 
details: the Liverpool Statutory Register of British Merchant Ships with the 
Wool Act Register from 1739, Plantation Register from 1743, Certificates of 
[Ship] Registry and Register Books from 1786, unique Curve Books (cross- 
sections of vessels) from 1855, and Board of Trade Crew Agreements, Lists, 
and Logs (ex-P.R.O.) from 1857. Chapter 2 contains records of the Mersey 
Docks and Harbour Board with its antecedents and successors from 1738 and 
is the largest section with thousands of books, documents, plans, photographs, 
and newspaper cuttings. As the Board accumulated information about other 
areas the field is surprisingly wide. Chapter 3 consists of various Shipping and 
Trade Association documents from 1858. Chapter 4, Shipowners, includes 
many of the Liverpool-based shipping companies, from the African 
Steamship Co. and James Baines's Blackball Line of Australian packets, both 
founded in 1852, to major steamship companies such as Brocklebank, 
William Gory, Elder Dempster, Furness-Withy, the Ocean Steamship Co. 
(Blue Funnel Line), and the Pacific Steam Navigation Co.: a valuable record 
of world trade in the late nineteenth and twentieth century.

A commendable feature is an introduction to each section and many 
subsections, including references to published work, and with 
recommendations for their most efficient use. However, the authors must be 
very disappointed with the presentation of the book, one eccentric feature 
being that the contents page gives no page numbers. The paucity of type 
faces and erratic use of centring and indentations for sections and 
subsections make it very confusing. The page headings of author and title 
could be usefully replaced with those of the relevant sections, some of 
which, especially the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board, are very long. The
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book would greatly benefit from a good index. It seems an ideal subject for 
an alternative presentation on computer disk, where a search facility would 
help with the necessary cross-referencing. Nevertheless, the wealth and 
variety of the information revealed should be worth the effort of perusal.

Scott Polar Research Institute, Janet West 
University of Cambridge

Transport on Merseyside: a guide to archive sources, ed. Margaret Procter. 
Liverpool: Merseyside Archive Liaison Group, 1994. xvi + 86pp. £3.50. 
ISBN 0 9517321 2 9 (paperback).

Guides of this kind are both a boon and a frustration to local historians: a 
boon in that they play the role of 'academic Yellow Pages' (a careful browse 
will save time and shoe leather); a frustration in that they tend to point up 
the fragmentary nature of locally available sources. A substantial core of 
significant sources is rarely housed in the local record office. Invariably the 
researcher has to be prepared to travel further and hunt wider.

It is most helpful, of course, to know what is available close to home. This 
role the Guide fulfils admirably. It is also concerned with an aspect of historical 
development which lay at the heart of Merseyside's growth. Apart from the 
Mersey itself, Liverpool and its hinterland figured prominently in the 
development of all modes of transport, roads, canals, and railways, from the 
mid-eighteenth century into the twentieth century; and the region, in turn, 
contributed substantially to the growth of the national economy during that 
period. Transport is an obvious topic for the local historian to consider.

The editor has pulled together the transport collections in eight local 
archive services, from record office to local history service, and categorized 
them in a standard format. They are varied in content: not surprisingly 
railways and ferries figure prominently, but it is good to see that trams and 
airways receive due recognition. A caution needs to be thrown up for 
potential users. In record collections of this kind, apparent bulk has a 
tendency to belie content. There are two general origins: records emanating 
from the municipal authorities (minutes of transport committees are not 
always terribly revealing), and those arising from the requirements of 
parliamentary private bill procedure. Promoters of canal and railway 
companies, for example, which sought compulsory land purchases were 
required to submit copies of route drawings, and other information, to the 
clerk of the peace of each district through which their scheme would pass. 
Surviving material has gravitated over the years to county record offices 
and local archive collections. At first blush, a catalogue entry may appear 
extensive and exciting: on closer inspection, it proves disappointing.

The editor has sensibly extended her search into the adjacent record offices 
of Cheshire and Lancashire. In the good old days Merseyside was properly 
represented by the two shire counties. The references here must be treated as no 
more than brief extracts. Intending researchers need to consult the full published 
guides. Finally the editor acknowledges that, for the majority of topics, it is 
necessary to consult the national deposits, typically the P.R.O. in Kew.
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But not always. Family papers, business records, and the quarter sessions 
records have formed the base of publications of import beyond the local or 
regional boundary, none better than Bailey's study of the Liverpool to 
Prescot turnpike published in these Transactions in 1936 7 (see p. 9). For a 
member of the History School of the University of Manchester in the early 
1960s, that was a seminal article.

Bailey's was one of a number of important studies which traced the links 
between transport and the industrial growth of Liverpool: Barker, Harris, 
Langton, Burton, Craig, Hyde are a random selection of authoritative 
studies on Merseyside. Their, and others', work and the sources on which it 
rests is briefly surveyed in the introduction contributed by John Armstrong. 
This provides a survey of the recent historiography of transport, while 
linking it to the particular context of Merseyside. It should be a useful point 
of departure for budding local transport historians.

Trinity and All Saints, Leeds Gerard L. Turnbull

The Middle Ages in the North-West, ed. Tom Scott and Pat Starkey. Oxford: 
Leopard's Head Press, 1995. xx + 278 pp. £15. ISBN 0 904920 31 3 
(paperback).

The editors and publishers are to be congratulated upon this attractively 
produced and priced volume, bringing together archaeologists, historians, 
and literary scholars to illustrate the distinctive culture of north-western 
England in the Middle Ages. Most of the papers were first delivered to a 
conference organized by the universities of Liverpool and Toronto in 
conjunction with an exhibition of medieval manuscripts and treasures from 
Merseyside collections. The volume is, however, something of a curate's 
egg; a successful conference with contributions in many disciplines needed 
stronger editorial control to make contributors aware of the needs of 
scholars in different disciplines. An opportunity to present an up-to-date 
and coherent survey of the medieval culture of the North-West and to 
underpin the Merseyside medieval collections with new research has been 
missed. Instead we are offered a heterogeneous collection of chapters on 
research in progress by distinguished scholars who often seem to have 
written with only their personal research programmes in mind.

Readers will be mystified by Nick Higham's opening essay on territorial 
organization in pre-Conquest Cheshire, which is in fact a study of the 
parish of Rostherne (where his excavation site at Tatton Park was situated) 
in its parochial and hundredal context; it is difficult to see how editors or 
author thought this chapter could make any sense without maps. More 
helpfully illustrated is Sir David Wilson's reassessment of Scandinavian 
styles of ornament in the Irish Sea region in the 'Viking Age' (i.e. 
800-1100) in the light of recent dendrochronological dates; his paper will 
be of great interest to art historians and archaeologists concerned with the 
relative dating of Scandinavian art styles, but of very little use to those 
wishing to understand the context of Scandinavian art from the North- 
West: metalwork or hogback tombs or the Scandinavian-influenced crosses.
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Similarly inaccessible for those whose interests focus upon Lancashire and 
Cheshire are some of the literary essays: David Klausner's subject of the 
battle poetry of early Britain (that is both the Old Welsh and the Old 
English poems) has enormous potential interest for this region; but by 
directing his attention to the poets' concepts of time he loses sight of any 
north-western theme. Similarly Nick Davis's learned discussion of the 
Gawain poet's concept of the worth of a man's labour is not related to 
standards of living and social conditions in the North-West, but only to 
medieval philosophical and mathematical notions of number.

Fortunately not all the contributors stick so rigidly to narrow specialisms: 
Graeme White's demonstration that the dispersed settlement pattern of 
medieval Cheshire supported a significant number of open fields is a 
valuable contribution to landscape archaeology that is well illustrated and 
accessibly written. James Graham-Campbell synthesizes historical, 
linguistic, and archaeological evidence in a vigorous attack on those who 
suppose that there was any Scandinavian settlement in Ireland or the 
Northern Isles before the mid-ninth century or in the North-West before 
the tenth century. lan McDougall examines the account of the battle of 
'Vinheithr' in Egils Saga and concludes that it has no authority for the 
tactics of the battle of 'Brunanburh' or for its location, thus allowing the 
place-name evidence of Bromborough (Cheshire) to be given due weight. In 
successive chapters Marc Cohen and Alan Thacker draw attention to the 
legends that King Harold Godwinson survived the battle of Hastings and of 
his cult at Waltham and at Chester, while Ruth Harvey's beautifully 
constructed study of the concept of Heaven in Pearl is a major contribution 
to paradise studies in its own right, but always allows both the uninitiated 
and the expert to appreciate her learning. Finally the volume concludes 
with fine papers by David Mills and Sally-Beth MacLean on the Tudor 
Chester mystery plays and by Elizabeth Baldwin on early seventeenth- 
century bearbaiting at Congleton; they have, however, little to do with the 
Middle Ages. The flagship volume of Liverpool University's Centre for 
Medieval Studies has certainly attracted fine scholars but its broad 
definition of 'medieval' and its uncertain focus on the North-West suggest 
that the pressures to publish in time for Research Assessment may have 
outweighed proper academic and editorial direction.

University of Birmingham Nicholas Brooks

Geoffrey Place, The rise and fall oj Parkgate: passenger port for Ireland, 
1686-1815. Chetham Society, 3rd series, XXXIX, 1994. x + 294 pp. 
£24.95 (hardback); £10.95 (paperback). ISBN 0 94879 93 X (hardback); 
1 85936 023 8 (paperback).

This is a very thorough history of the port of Parkgate on the south-west 
shore of the Wirral, now a mile inland and described on the back cover of 
the book as a 'village with a sea wall but no sea'. Parkgate catered for ships, 
chiefly passenger-carrying ships from Dublin, which were unable to proceed 
further up the shallow Dee estuary to Chester, ten miles upstream.
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The book rigorously pursues the reasons for Parkgate's rise and fall, 
which involves analysing the nature of the Dee estuary, other possible 
anchorages within it, and rival ports. The Dee estuary has always been 
shallow and unpredictable, with shifting sands altering the suitability of the 
various anchorages, and this caused increasing difficulty as ships became 
larger. Parkgate seems to have had nothing special to offer compared with 
other Dee anchorages, and, as elsewhere, ships needed to be able to settle 
on the river bed at low tide without being damaged, but by the early 
eighteenth century it had become the usual landing place. Neston Key. a 
little upstream, suffered from silting caused by a pier and had a landlord 
who discouraged development; after the creation of the New Cut in 1737 it 
could no longer be used at all. Dawpool, nearer the mouth of the estuary, 
had deep water and was used occasionally but was put out of business by 
change in the main channel in the late eighteenth century.

As for competing ports, Holyhead offered a shorter crossing but required a 
longer land journey over poor roads, which for much of the eighteenth century 
were impassable for wheeled vehicles. Liverpool also had poor road access.

The first indications of settlement at Parkgate and the first definite 
evidence of its use as a passenger port are from the 1680s. The first vessels 
recorded were the royal yachts, which could carry as many as 200 people. 
Parkgate's heyday was the late eighteenth century, particularly the period 
after the founding of the Parkgate Packet Company in 1785, but even then 
it was sustained by only one or two vessels a week. Its population rose from 
perhaps 150 in 1711 to a peak of about 500 at the end of the century. There 
was ship repairing and also shipbuilding, especially in 1785-90. There was 
also sea-bathing from the 1 760s, and it was this which led to construction of 
the sea wall in about 1800, apparently purely as a promenade, since there is 
no sign of any mooring posts or rings for ships.

One of the most interesting chapters discusses the experiences of 
passengers using Parkgate, bringing to life what it was like to cross the Irish 
Sea and especially the discomforts and dangers involved. These included 
overcrowding, long delays, sometimes of a month or more, and the 
occasional shipwreck.

Parkgate saw little shipping after 1808, and the last regular sailing 
recorded was in 1815. The two main reasons for decline appear to have 
been the shifting of the main channel to the Welsh side of the Dee and 
improvement of the roads to Holyhead and Liverpool.

The book has been meticulously researched, with scattered information 
being gathered from a very wide range of printed and manuscript sources. 
It is also well illustrated. The only disappointment is that, in what is 
effectively a history of passenger travel across the Irish Sea, relatively little is 
said about Parkgate itself, whose inhabitants were described in 1 763 as 'an 
amphibious mongrel breed of an animal, half-English and half-Irish, and as 
unconversible as their brother monsters of the deep'. Nevertheless, with that 
proviso, The rise and fall of Parkgate thoroughly deserves to be regarded as the 
definitive work on the port.

London Dorian Gerhold
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J. A. Hilton, Catholic Lancashire: from Reformation to renewal, 1559-1991. 
Chichester: Phillimore, 1994. xii + 146 pp. £19.95. ISBN 0 85033 893 X 
(hardback).

The significance of the post-Reformation Catholic community in 
Lancashire has long attracted the interest of historians at the national level. 
For example. Joseph Gillow's monumental Bibliographical dictionary of the 
English Catholics (5 vols, 1885-1902) and a significant proportion of the 
seventy-five volumes published to date by the Catholic Record Society since 
its inception in 1904 document the lives of Lancashire Catholics and their 
achievements regionally, nationally, and internationally. However, historical 
studies of Lancashire Catholicism have proceeded at a much slower pace 
over the past century at the regional level. The pioneering work conducted 
by Dom F. O. Blundell, O.S.B., in his Old Catholic Lancashire (3 vols, 
1925-41) was not followed in a scholarly manner with any sustained vigour 
and continuity until the creation in 1968 of the North-West Catholic 
History Society (N.W.C.H.S.), which has maintained a steady annual 
publication output ever since. It is therefore fitting that the current general 
editor of the N.W.C.H.S., J. A. Hilton, whose own personal contribution to 
the publication of Lancashire Catholic studies in particular is very 
substantial, should have attempted the massive task of writing the first 
modern, comprehensive scholarly survey of post-Reformation Catholic 
Lancashire.

Hilton's study provides an invaluable synthesis of the very considerable 
published scholarly literature now available on the development of 
Lancastrian Catholicism from its Counter-Reformation leadership under 
Lawrence Vaux and William Alien to its post-Conciliar leadership under 
the late Archbishop Derek Worlock of Liverpool. In his analysis of the 
recusant period, Hilton demonstrates clearly how Lancashire Catholics 
slipped back and forth between recusancy and non-communicating 
conformity, with women recusants playing a crucial role in maintaining the 
religious beliefs and practices of their forebears. Later chapters of the study 
reveal how an essentially gentry-led, largely rural-based Catholic 
community in Lancashire was gradually transformed into a clergy-led, 
chiefly urban-based network of missions which by 1918 had gained the 
status of parishes, located from 1924 onwards in the dioceses of Lancaster 
and Salford, and the archdiocese of Liverpool.

Two key strengths of the study, among many, are the ways in which the 
geographical distribution of the Lancashire Catholic community and its 
growing size and composition over time are traced comprehensively for the 
first time in a single volume. It is useful to be reminded (p. 87), for instance, 
that by 1834, a full decade before the famine years in Ireland, no fewer 
than 58 per cent of Catholics in Preston, Wigan, Liverpool, and 
Manchester were Irish immigrants.

The ninth and final chapter, 'Renewal, 1965-91', is a courageous 
attempt to cover the history of a period on which, on the author's own 
admission, 'the verdict of history is not yet in'. Hilton's conclusion that 
Catholic Lancashire has already begun 'to wither away' poses an interesting 
challenge both to the contemporary reader and to the future historian.



Reviews 225

Indeed this volume, an important addition to Lancashire historical studies, 
will hopefully provide the stimulus for a futher efflorescence of studies on 
the many aspects of Lancashire Catholicism which still await research.

University of Hull Maurice Whilehead

The revival of English Catholicism: the Banister Rutter correspondence, 1777 1807, 
VVigan: North-West Catholic History Society, 1995. viii + 362 pp. £30. 
ISBN 0 9514615 5 9 (hardback).

The survival of a forty-year correspondence between two Catholic priests, 
Robert Banister, first at Mowbreck, then at Dodding Green, Kendal, and 
his nephew Henry Banister alias Rutter in Northumberland, is a rare 
treasure. Anyone expecting a Lancashire Catholic Woodforde will, however, 
be disappointed, for beyond his immediate household and occasional estate 
details, Banister's letters throw little light on local society. By contrast 
Rutter, who became chaplain to the coal-master Silvertops, provides 
illuminating glimpses of the characters and circumstances of that gentrified 
Catholic house. Throughout the correspondence, Banister is a pedantic, 
tetchy, conservative pugilist, while Rutter lacks self-confidence and is in awe 
of his uncle's genius.

Both men had been formed by secular clergy in the English College of 
Douai in northern France. On the English mission, both were 'bookaneers' 
who read voraciously, and had access to important mission libraries. In their 
discussions about the practicalities of a Christian education (Rutter was a 
tutor for young John Clifton of Lytham), one is struck by what seem to be 
traces of Jansenist pedagogy. Earlier in the century, the English College in 
Douai was itself alleged to have had Jansenist sympathies. We find Banister 
ordering works by Pierre Nicole (p. 77) and recommending authors 'partial 
to the Jansenists' (p. 21) to his tutor-nephew, whose objective was to 'make 
religion fasten hold of his [pupil's] heart'. In the well-known English 
Catholic liberal movement at the end of the century, known as Cisalpinism, 
Banister was a major influence on Matthew Gibson, one of the bishops 
opposed to the movement. The correspondence provides us with new 
insights into the Cisalpine stirs: the number of liberal clerical authors, for 
instance, like Charles Cordell, who are here revealed as sympathetic to 
Cisalpinism (p. 92), the propagandistic use made of the press (p. 159), and 
the committee's apparent envy of the Catholic Mrs Fitzherbert (p. 180). 
More important still is the discovery of the publisher P. J. Coghlan's 
disingenuous admission about his reason for being a Cisalpine publisher 
(pp. 267 8). Mention, furthermore, is made of a number of previously 
unknown published works, e.g. the satire on Alexander Geddes (p. 155). 
The French Revolution suppressed Douai College, and the lengthy 
wrangling about where its successor in England should be established, at 
Ushaw or other nearby locations in the North, or Old Hall Green in the 
South, receives detailed treatment in the later correspondence.

The letters introduce us to some fascinating characteristics of northern 
Catholicism of the period: strict confessional practice (pp. 118-19), rigorous
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fasting laws (pp. 26, 66), the cure of a nun at York by a Jesuit ramming 
verses addressed to the Blessed Virgin down her throat (p. 76), the use of 
holy water, beads, or crosses and 'an old dry stick' to cure the sick (pp. 182, 
185, 196), the dipping of infirm children at St Bede's well (p. 262), and the 
use of girls as altar servers (pp. 141-2). Banister is loud in his denunciation 
of Alban Butler's popular Lives of the saints as 'too learned for vulgar people' 
and seeks an alternative in 'a very plain style', which was, he insisted, how- 
best to preach to 'the gross and dull' and to catechize 'peasant children' (pp. 
49, 73^t, 98, and passim}.

The book's apparatus is satisfactory, though some important characters, 
like Luke Wadding (p. 316), arc omitted from the footnotes. Cross- 
references to Banister's other extant correspondence are useful, and 
perhaps the biographical note on Rutter (pp. 51-2) might have made more 
sense in the Introduction. An index of places would have been helpful, and 
as prelates are invariably referred to by their titular sees, it would have been 
practical to have included these in the index of persons. There are a 
number of errors and inaccuracies: James Appleton published Pious 
discourses, not Lectures (p. 77), 'Kenicot' (p. 93) is the distinguished biblical 
scholar Benjamin Kennicott, Charles Cordell published A larger [not longer] 
Catechism (p. 103), Cayton (p. 127) is presumably Caton, and 1572 is the 
year of the Huguenot massacre, not 1752 (p. 308).

Worcester Geoffrey Scott

Bernard Aspinwall, Arrival, assertion and acclimatisation, or context and contrasts: a 
preliminary checklist of works on the Irish Catholic experience in the north west of 
England. Wigan: North-West Catholic History Society, 1996. 41 pp. £3. 
ISBN 0 9514615 7 5 (paperback).

This short book of forty-one pages is both welcome and timely. It consists of 
a bibliographical essay of twenty-two pages followed by a checklist, or 
bibliography, of all the works mentioned in the essay (published over a 
period of more than a century, and in the United States, Ireland, and 
Australia as well as Great Britain). Part I is comprehensive, critical, 
interesting, and instructive, as much for the gaps as for the grouped 
publications, a number of which have appeared in this journal. The essay is 
a major undertaking, for which many will be in the author's debt. Aspinwall 
lists the many questions that still await answers, and identifies areas which 
have received little attention to date, including education, leisure and 
recreation, and the underlying issue of finance. There is clearly a need for a 
greater use of oral history, to recover the Catholic experience of those who 
leave little other evidence. It is also evident that writing on Catholic history 
in Britain lags behind that in the United States and Ireland, where scholars 
have produced pioneering revisionist, modern accounts of many aspects of 
Catholicism for their countries. The author stresses that 'We need the 
North Western Experience to put into the historical debate.' Here is a 
challenge to our members and readers. A great deal of worthwhile and 
much-needed research is waiting to be done. Those of us who are
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continually on the lookout for subjects for dissertations and theses for our 
students could do a lot worse than start here. In addition, the book is well 
produced, on good quality paper, with an illustrated cover all in all, a very 
worthwhile publication at a give-away price.

University of Liverpool Sylvia Harrop

Jenny Graham, Revolutionary in e.\i/e: the emigration of Joseph Priestley to America, 
1794 1804. Transactions of the American Philosophical Society; LXXXV 
(2), 1995. xii + 213 pp. $20. ISBN 0 87169 852 8 (paperback).

For those interested in Joseph Priestley or the development of American 
democracy this is a useful book. Jenny Graham has investigated the one 
part of Priestley's life which is usually all but ignored: his time in America. 
Significantly, this means that the whole of his life reads more optimistically: 
instead of fading away in exile, his once confident hopes overthrown, we see 
that Priestley died a happy man, believing that America had realized his 
beliefs even if ultimately France had not. Such ultimate conviction of 
success was not won without many setbacks, even to the extent of fearing 
further exile, but Priestley was content that the republican experiment was 
secure under the 'excellent administration' of Jefferson.

Graham seeks to make clear just how political Priestley always was 
'despite his many protestations to the contrary'. Furthermore, she uses his 
American experiences to demonstrate the 'essentially radical and 
revolutionary nature of Priestley's political philosophy' and the way that his 
intellectual grasp of the issues of government, his rational approach, and 
fluent writing excited both adherents and enemies alike. Priestley was no 
more able to keep quiet in America than he had been in England. At first 
his instinctive and deepening interest in current affairs was contained in his 
private correspondence, albeit some of that was with leading American 
politicians, notably two successive and opposing presidents, Adams and 
Jefferson. Eventually, partly through virulent public attacks on him and 
partly because he so ardently wished America to retain its grasp on the 
principles of democratic government and freedom of religion and speech 
which he held so dear, Priestley returned to political publication. His efforts 
met a mixed response but both leading contenders believed that these 
contributed to Jefferson's success over Adams in 1800. It would have been 
interesting to have had further evidence to back up this latter point. Quite 
fully documented, however, is the development of Priestley's political 
thinking in these years, especially the way in which he stuck to his 
democratic ideals but modified his social and economic thought in the light 
of American circumstances. Use is made of a wide range of manuscripts 
and, importantly, those letters not destroyed by Joseph Priestley, junior. The 
many portraits and illustrations are welcome, not least because personal 
details are kept to the barest minimum in the text. A sense of the 
significance of Priestley's sons is vaguely implicit but no flesh is added to 
their role in his story. Mary Priestley, Priestley's loyal partner throughout his 
tumultuous life, dies in half a phrase and a footnote. The focus is so tight
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that even the actual all-important election of 1800 is hardly explained 
beyond Priestley's writings. The latter's contribution is, nevertheless, 
highlighted, not least in Adams's rejoicing that Priestley had lived, despite 
the part he played against him.

University of Birmingham Ruth Watts

Hopkins' Lancashire: sesquicentenmal essays, ed. John McDermott. Wigan: 
North-West Catholic History Society, 1994. 77 pp. £3 incl. postage. No 
ISBN.

The Victorian Jesuit poet Gerard Hopkins first visited Lancashire in the 
summer of 1866 to read Herodotus with Robert Bridges at Rochdale, where 
Bridges's step-father was vicar. From 1870 to 1873 he studied philosophy at 
Stonyhurst, returning there for the summer term of 1878 to teach London 
B.A. candidates and again in 1882-4 to teach classics to the 'Gentlemen 
Philosophers'. He also spent rather less than a year in 1879-80 in parish 
work at St Joseph's, Leigh, and St Francis Xavier's, Liverpool, and the Lent 
of 1882 at St Wilfrid's, Preston. This collection of essays sets the poems that 
he wrote in Lancashire in the context of his work and experiences in these 
varied academic and parochial milieus; there is much vivid detail, social, 
architectural, and devotional, and a new perspective on the tension between 
the priest and the poet. Hopkins enjoyed his three months at Leigh, but in 
Liverpool he was 'fagged, harried and gallied up and down', and at 
Stonyhurst he was regarded as clever and a good scholar but eccentric. To 
some extent this was the consequence of another tension, well discussed by 
T. E. Muir: 'Most of Hopkins' fellow-students [at Stonyhurst] were destined 
either to work in the big cities ... or be sent out to the overseas missions . . . 
To build churches, set up schools, and establish the fabric of a vigorous 
parish life, what was needed was not clever intellectuals but down-to-earth 
practical administrators' (p. 32).

Not everyone cares for Hopkins's poetry or for theology. But no one 
concerned with education can avoid decisions akin to those that he faced. 
Should time, energy, and scarce funding be allotted to the arts or to pure 
scholarship rather than to poverty and urban dereliction? Who is to decide, 
and how? This question is implicit throughout Hopkins' Lancashire, and 
sometimes explicit, as in the essays by Muir and McDermott: readers should 
not be confined to those with an interest in either Hopkins or Lancashire.

Michael Hodgetts

Michael Nevell, The people who made Tameside. Stalybridge: Tameside 
Metropolitan Borough with Greater Manchester Archaeological Unit, vii + 
135 pp. £11.95. ISBN 1 871 324 12 2.

This volume, the fourth in the series covering the history of Tameside to 
1930, offers biographical studies of people and families who influenced the
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history of the borough; it can be used alongside the earlier works or as an 
independent source of reference.

For this volume Nevell has selected fifteen people for detailed 
alphabetical treatment as 'Builders of Tameside' and a further ninety-six 
individuals or families for briefer mention as 'Who Was Who in Tameside'. 
The presentation is excellent. In both chapters relevant plates and clear 
figures offer us not only the portraits of many of the individuals described, 
set in revealing context, but illustrations of their achievements. The pen 
portraits are lively and skilful summaries of available evidence enriched 
with quotations. The final chapter offers very brief conclusions, followed by 
a brief glossary and two appendices which list the mayors of the constituent 
boroughs and M.P.s for the parliamentary seats since their inception. The 
list of sources includes a useful bibliography.

Whatever its excellence in presentation, this volume will be judged on who 
was included, on accuracy and objectivity, and on what the lives recorded tell 
us about the history of Tameside. Selection poses some problems. The fifteen 
'builders' comprise six entrepreneurs, three clerics and that unclassifiable 
minister, Joseph Rayner Stephens, one parliamentary landowner, an inventor, 
a painter, a working-class poet, Samuel Laycock, and a working-class 
suffragette, the redoubtable Hannah Mitchell. Of the ninety-six notables in 
Chapter 3 some thirty-five are gentry, twelve are cotton masters, and three 
more are members of their families (though included for other reasons). 
Working people, as such, are invisible unless they became entrepreneurs or 
achieved some other distinction. There is only one cotton trade unionist and 
he became an M.P. Others of the working class surface only as political 
radicals (William Aitken and Harry Pollitt), as poets (John Collier and Robert 
Walker), or as a chief constable in later life in the case of William Chadwick. 
Men are dominant but Nevell gives due weight to women like Margaret 
Ashton, Bertha Mason, and Ada Summers, active in the suffrage movement 
and in social concerns in the early twentieth century. Chronologically, it is the 
eighteenth century that provides fewest entries, perhaps an indication of the- 
quiet sleep that Tameside enjoyed between two centuries of upheaval.

Clearly Nevell understands the problems of selection. On p. 2 he 
comments that there are no known working-class diaries from nineteenth- 
century Tameside; his selection could only follow available sources which 
may well have frustrated his own desire to range more widely. There is, 
however, one source not listed in his references. In 1904 James Bradley 
published the reminiscences of Joshua Bradley, who was born into poverty 
in Hyde in 1817, was a bobbin-winder at the age of seven, then successively 
a little and big piecer. hand mule spinner, mill manager, and, finally, 
beneficiary to the borough of Hyde. The story of his life has much to tell us 
about working-class life in nineteenth-century Tameside.

All the entries are fully referenced and opinions expressed usually appear 
to be soundly based. Inevitably in a work of this scope readers may have 
some reservations. John Collier is described as Lancashire's first dialect poet 
(p. 74), a distinction usually reserved for the anonymous author of 'Warrikin 
Fair' in 1584. The Christies are said to be a textile family from Droylsden (p. 
73) but their origins are far from there. Henry Dowson is called a Methodist 
on p. 3 but Unitarian (which he was) on p. 17. Is there really a Nanthrop
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Street in Flowery Field (p. 15) or should it be Northrop Street, named much 
later? More seriously we read that from the late 1840s until the 1890s the 
'fragmentation of the working-rlass movement . . . allowed ruthless 
employers ... to exploit their workforce with virtual impunity' (p. 96). This 
is a sweeping judgement which neglects both the operations of the Factory 
Acts and the growing strength and power of the cotton trade unions.

Despite these minor reservations this is an enterprising study to be read 
with profit and enjoyment. More, it not only records what is known but 
directs our attention to that great mass of people who were also builders of 
Tameside but of whom we know so little.

University of Manchester J. H. Smith

M. Duggan, Ormskirk and district (Britain in old photographs). Stroud: Alan 
Sutton, 1995. 126 pp. £7.99.
J. Smith, Southporl (Britain in old photographs). Stroud: Alan Sutton. 1995. 
126pp. £7.99.
H. Foster, Southport: a pictorial history. Chichester: Phillimore, 1995. 122 pp. 
£12.95.
L. Gent, Boltonpast. Chichester: Phillimore, 1995. 132 pp. £13.95. 
M. Presland, St. Helens: a pictorial history. Chichester: Phillimore, 1995. 122 pp. 
£12.95.

The old adage that a picture is worth a thousand words is certainly true 
with regard to local publications. Few towns of any size are now without a 
pictorial history. Alan Sutton has published a plethora of photographic 
histories in the series 'Britain in Old Photographs' of which Mona Duggan 
and Jack Smith have contributed two covering south-west Lancashire. Over 
200 photographs are reproduced, many for the first time. Both books catch 
the feeling of the place, and the local knowledge and interest of the authors 
add life to the photographs, which would be mere snapshots without 
adequate captions.

The Phillimore series is more ambitious, coming out in hardback, with a 
fair amount of text and reproductions of maps, plans, and drawings, 
although the photograph still reigns supreme. Academics tend to scorn such 
publications as not 'real' history with little 'original' research and a basis on 
secondary sources, the easy publishing option. Yet these books are not 
aimed at academic but at a much wider readership, hopefully making local 
history 'popular' amongst the masses. The books are attractively produced 
with again many original and stunning photographs. Two of the books have 
bibliographies, Leslie Gent's on Bolton has an index, and Harry Foster's 
text is referenced.

If the photographs take priority, it is perhaps a problem whether to do a 
complete potted history of the town or whether to follow the photographs 
and concentrate on the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. How far should 
the author take the story? Should the photographs be arranged thematically 
or chronologically? Should they be interspersed with the text or left until 
the end? All these options will be found here. Of course, the great drawback
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of photographic history is that photographs usually cover only the best a 
town can offer, or alternatively major events or accidents like the roof- 
damaged Town Hall in St Helens in 1913.

In Southport Lord Street and the Promenade are, as expected, most 
prominent. The side streets leading between the two, like Neville Street 
(photo 47 in Foster's book), show a more 'Blackpool' side of Southport and 
arc much rarer. Similarly, in Gent's book on Bolton one wonders how much 
the pictures are posed, like the group of children in photo 12 outside a 
cotton mill. Do we see 'spruced up' portrayals of life, as in photo 76 in the 
same book of a Sunday school outing, or does a more candid view, as of 
other children in a simple street scene (no. 92), give a more authentic view 
of Bolton life? Similarly, in Mary Presland's book on St Helens the packers 
in Beecham's factory (photo 81) look suspiciously 'poised' above their work 
in an immaculately tidy workplace. Was it really like this? Dare one suggest 
that such photographs were even propaganda? Street scenes (as photos 53 
or 128) are far less amenable to editing and can give a far more authentic 
view.

Text and captions are vital in setting the scene and relieving the 
limitations of purely photo-hisory. Surely no one would argue that local 
history is purely photographic, but photographs really bring history alive, 
revealing a past that no words could ever describe. They do have 
drawbacks, as suggested above, but such books as these should stimulate 
people to look more closely at their town's history. They are the starting 
point for a study of the locality and by no means the final word, or should I 
say photograph?

Southport Library Roger Hull


