
SHORT NOTE 

ROGER DE MONTBEGON AND HIS FAMILY

K. S. B. Keats-Rohan

The continental origin of Roger de Montbegon, first Norman 
baron of Hornby in Lancashire, has long eluded students of 
English post-Conquest prosopography. The one charter given by 
Roger for a French monastery provides no clue to the location of 
Mons Begonis. By this charter Roger and his wife Cecilia granted 
land in 1094 to the Montgomery family's abbey of Saint- 
Martin-de-Sees.' The greater part of what they gave was located 
in England, among the lands of the future honor of Lancaster. 
Two smaller grants had probably both been part of the 
maritagium of Roger's ManceUe wife Cecilia. These were the tithe 
of Bouelchis, and the land ofForesta; the latter is stated to have lain 
in the territory of Beaumont-sur-Sarthe close to the road to Le 
Mans, and to have been given to Cecilia by her mother Eva. 2

1 Cartulary, Sees, Archives secretes de 1'eveche, f. 121 and v., calendared 
in Calendar of documents preserved in France, ed. J. H. Round (London, 
1899), no. 663.

2 Among the witnesses to Roger and Cecilia's charter were Fulk fitz 
Alberic, Haimeric brother of Cecilia, and Alberic, her son by a 
previous marriage. Compare Cartulaire de I'abbaye de Saint-Vincent du 
Mans, ed. S. G. ] M. Menjot-d'Elbenne (Mamers, 1886-1913), no. 51 
[r. 1080], referring to Alberic Scarbot, his wife Eva and their issue 

John, Godfrey, Anseius, Eremburg, and Eva, and his brother Arnald 
(cf. Ernald de Montbegon, temp. King Stephen) and their land in 
Courcemont (Sarthe, comm. cant. Bonnetable), east of Beaumont and 
Ballon. Another St Vincent charter, no. 711 [1068-78], refers to Eva 
wife of Gunter, her son John, and land near Courcemont.
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There are a number of places called Le Foret in the area; one 
that seems to fit the bill is a hamlet of the commune of Saint- 
Jean-d'Asse, close to Le Mans and lying within the doyenne of 
Beaumont, in the modern departemcnt of Sarthe.

Another charter for Saint-Martin-de-Sees was given at a 
similar date by one Richard cle Monte Rasan, who granted land 
at Saint-Nicholas-des-Bois (Orne, comm. cant. Damigni). s 
Richard's toponym is unidentified, but should be 
distinguished from Mom Basonis, well attested as the Latin for 
Montbazon (Indre-et-Loire, arr. Tours). It is also distinct from 
Monsbusot, Monte Buisoth, Monte Busoti, i.e. Montbizot (comm. 
cant. Saint-Jamme-sur-Sarthe), which lies between Saint-Jean- 
d'Asse and Ballon, and from Mons Betonis, i.e. Bethon (Sarthe, 
comm. cant. Saint-Paterne). 4

There seems, then, to be no documentary clue to the 
location of Mons Begonis. The only solid clue we have to the 
continental origin of Roger de Montbegon is the fact that he 
was a major tenant of Roger II de Montgomery's son Roger 
the Poitevin, from whom he held a number of manors 
'between the Ribble and the Mersey' in what later became the 
county of Lancashire. It has been demonstrated by Kathleen 
Thompson that the English tenants of Montgomery were 
mostly drawn from the area lying between the rivers Orne 
and Dives. 1 These men included Gerard de Tournai, Reginald 
de Bailleul, and Richard de Montgaroult, all of whom came 
from the neighbourhood of Trun (Orne), i.e. the area where 
the Montgomery lands in the Hiemois were concentrated. 
East of Trun lies Survie (Orne, cant. Exmes), south of which, 
roughly halfway between Tournai-sur-Dives and Saint-Evroul, 
lies the modern 'lieu-dit' of Mont Bougon (comm. Saint- 
Pierre-la-Riviere, cant. Exmes). The same identification of

3 Cartulary, f. 115v.
4 Both Montbizot and Bethon occur in charters of the abbey of Saint- 

Vincent-du-Mans (Cartulaire, nos. 292. 374-5, 515, 526, 587, 591, etc.). 
This abbey was closely associated with the Montgomery-Belleme 
family, having been refounded by Avesgaud de Belleme, bishop of Le 
Mans, c. 1030.

5 K. Thompson, 'The Norman aristocracy before 1066: the example of 
the Montgomerys', Historical Research, LX (1987), 256-257.
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Roger's toponym was made in a footnote byJ.-M. Bouvris in 
1981, though beyond a rehearsal of the toponymic evidence, 
he gave no reasons for it. 6

The English landholdings of this family, located mainly in 
Lancashire and Lincolnshire, were described by William 
Farrer, who gave some account of the family.' A coherent 
account of the genealogy of the family for the period 
1094-1194 is not easy to produce. The first Roger and his 
wife Cecilia were apparently succeeded by their son, another 
Roger. They were probably also the parents of the Ernald de 
Montbegon who succeeded a Roger in a Yorkshire fee held of 
Drogo de la Beuvriere in 1086. 8 The second Roger's wife was 
apparently named Mabel. He was certainly the father of 
Adam de Montbegon and the brother of Beatrice, wife of 
Ansketin de Ros. Roger II and his nephew William de Ros 
gave land at Tydd St Mary in Lincolnshire to Thorney abbey 
in the mid twelfth century. 9 The records of this transaction 
clearly describe Roger as William's uncle (auunculus), despite 
the pleas heard to determine succession to Roger III de 
Montbegon during the thirteenth century, which alleged that 
Beatrice was Roger's daughter. 10 The Thorney charters also 
show that Roger II had a cognatus Gerald. The liber uitae of 
Thorney abbey gives an elliptical account of the family in two 
passages. The first reads: 'Roger de Muntbegun. Adam filius 
eius. Mabilia. Roger pater eius. Fulcoius frater eius. 
Girardus'." The second reads: 'Roger de Muntbegun. 
Mabilia. Ada [sic, doubtless for Adam]. Roger. Cecilia. 
Fulcoius. Fulcoius presbyter. Asketillus Beatrix'. 12 The best

6 J.-M. Bouvris, 'Une notice originale inedite du Xle siecle du prieure de 
Perrieres dependance de 1'abbaye de Marmoutier a Pancien diocese de 
Sees', Bulletin de la Societe Historique et Archeologique de I'Orne, XCIX, 1981, 
87-102, note 56.

7 V.C.H. Lanes., I, pp. 319-336.
8 For Ernald, Early Yorkshire Charters, ed. William Farrer and C. T. Clay 

(12 vols, 1914-65) [hereafter E.Y.C.], III, no. 1358.
9 Cambridge University Library, Additional MS. 3021, f. 244.

10 Final concords of the county of Lancaster, ed. William Farrer (R.S.L.C. 
XXXIX, 1899), note pp. 144-146.

11 B.L. Add. MS. 40000, f. 2.
12 B.L. Add. MS. 40000, f. 3v.
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interpretation of these memorials, given that we know the first 
Roger's wife was called Cecilia, is that Roger and Cecilia were 
the parents of Roger II (husband of Mabel). Fulkwi and 
Beatrice de Ros. A stricter interpretation of the first extract 
would make Fulkwi a brother of the first Roger, 13 whose 
charter for Sees mentions his only otherwise known brother, 
Robert. 14 Adam de Montbegon increased the family fortune 
by marrying Matilda, coheiress of Adam fitz Swein, but the 
death without heirs of their only son Roger III in 1226 
eventually saw most of the property go to the great-grandson 
of a daughter of Roger II, to the detriment of the heirs of 
Adam's daughter. 1 ' A number of men surnamed de 
Montbegon occur in the mid twelfth century, among them a 
James, 16 a Stephen, 17 and a William, 1!i but there appears to be 
no clue as to their affiliation to the main branch of the family.

1 3 A stricter still interpretation would make Roger father of Mabel and 
brother of Fulkwi. Comparison with other entries in the liber uitae, 
however, makes such an interpretation most unlikely.

14 Robert de Montbegon occurs in the Essex Domesday: Domesday Book, 
sen liber censualis \\'illelini primi (London, 1783), II, f. 99. 
V.C.H. Lanes. I, pp. 319-326.
Documents illustrative of the social and economic historv of the Danelon\ ed. 
F. M. Stenton (Oxford, 1920), no. 312 [1157-67]."

17 B.L. Harleian MS. 2110 (Castleacre cartulary), f. 77v. Stephen de 
Montbcgon attested a confirmation given by Adam de Montbegon. 
This was probably the S. de Montbcgon mentioned as the husband ol 
a sister of Thomas d'Arcy in 1 185: Rutuli de dominabus (Pipe Roll Society 
XXXV, 1913), p. 16.

18 E.T.C. Ill, no. 1530 [c. 1160-77]; a Hugh fitz Adrian occurs in E.T.C. 
II. no. 1202 [1 142-54]. The Yorkshire connexion suggests these men 
belonged to the branch represented in the early twelfth century by 
Ernald de Montbegon.


