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Individual case studies reveal the complexities underlying our
overview of the nineteenth-century population movement and
demonstrate some interesting deviations from the mainstream
trends. This paper proposes to examine one such deviation, in
which increasing numbers of individuals with a common
background moved out of an industrial area into a rural
village without either exporting their industry or attempting,
by the creation of new industries, to change the agricultural
nature of their chosen location. This migration took place
during the later decades of the nineteenth century,
transferring those occupied in the pottery industry of north
Staffordshire to the rural environment of south Cheshire.

It 1s well established that during the nineteenth century,
particularly the latter half, migratory movements redistributed
much of the English population from rural to urban areas.
However, despite the overall trend of rural depletion, at least
in terms of out-migration, some contrasting migratory
patterns developed where the rural village, rather than
declining as a result of out-migration to the industrial town or
city, instead attracted immigrants. As agriculture declined, it
followed that immigrants into rural communities generally
had to import some form of industry or trade in order to be
economically viable, unless they were able to reside in the
country village and follow their occupation elsewhere. The
suburbs were one consequence of this migratory movement
but resulted in the convergence of town and country as urban
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housing and trade establishments spilled over into the
surrounding area. In such circumstances the division between
town and country was lost as villages became subsumed into
the outlying fringes of the urban sprawl. However, as we shall
see in this case study, the desire to migrate into the rural
village did not always result in the destruction of it as an
agricultural unit. The village of Alsager in south Cheshire
provides an interesting case where the decline of the rural
community was reversed as a result of a migratory movement,
yielding instead evidence of growth without any serious
alteration of the farming basis on which the community was
founded.

Much of the information for this study is derived from the
nineteenth-century census enumerators’ books. While the
source poses some difficulties in relation to migration studies,
since the data are concerned with place of birth rather than
previous residential location, here birthplace is linked to a
specific range of occupations associated with one industrial
region. This link provides a key indicator to the previous
movements of the migrants in question by demonstrating
more recent residence within the same locality as the
birthplace. To substantiate the geographical area from which
migration took place, the birthplaces of spouses and children
are also taken into consideration. These links, examined
alongside other primary sources of evidence, identify and map
a distinct migratory movement. As Lawton and Pooley point
out, ‘migration, which has never been recorded systematically
in Britain, ranges from short term transitory mobility, the
motives for and effects of which are frequently unclear, to
permanent moves’.! This case study is concerned with
permanent moves rather than transitory mobility and
therefore offers an opportunity to examine both motives and
effects.

First we need to establish an understanding of the
background from which the migrants sprang and the
circumstances which caused their relocation before going on

1 R. Lawton and C. Pooley, Britain 1740-1950: an historical geography
(London, 1992), p. 127.
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to examine the migration in greater detail. By the middle of
the nineteenth century north Staffordshire was a well
established and recognized centre of ceramics manufacture.
The towns were littered with ‘potbanks’ amid row upon row
of terraced housing built for the workforce. Many of the
pottery owners also lived in close proximity to their factories,
although some had moved a little further out to leafy parts of
north Staffordshire, like Trentham. In the later years of the
century manufacturers and the higher ranking among their
workers began to look further for rural relief from the grime
of the pottery towns. Unlike the tailor or the shoemaker, the
industrial potter did not want to take his industry with him, as
his objective was to escape from its effects. The perfect
location was somewhere sufficiently distant from the smoke of
the kilns but within commuting distance of the ‘potbank’.
Transport was the essential concomitant and the building of
the railways provided the means.

The temptation of green fields, far enough away to be
healthy and yet within easy travelling distance from the area
of manufacture, is easily comprehended by the twentieth-
century mind. The problems of a polluted environment are all
too evident today, yet the industrial town dweller of the
previous century was just as beleaguered. Arnold Bennett
wrote of the pottery towns of north Staffordshire,

They are mean and forbidding of aspect—sombre, hard-featured,
uncouth; and the vaporous poison of their ovens and chimneys has
soiled and shrivelled the surrounding country till there is no village
within a league but what offers a gaunt and ludicrous travesty of rural
charms.”

The unhealthy features of Potteries life were well
documented. The worst aspects were those manifested during
the manufacturing processes and inflicted upon those who
participated in them. The third report of the medical officer
of the Privy Council in 1860 pointed out that:

Notwithstanding only 36.6% of men of Stoke above the age of 20
years, and 30.4% of those of Wolstanton, were employed in the

2 Arnold Bennett, Anna of the Five Towns (Penguin edn, 1973), pp. 24-25.
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potte ries in 1851, proportions which have probably not materially

varied since that time; more than half, or 438 out of 827 deaths of
men over 20 years of age from pulmonary diseases during the five
years 1855-59 in Stoke, and 241 out of 615, or nearly % of those of
Wolstanton, were deaths of potters. This class of operatives has
therefore suffered a much larger mortality from these diseases, in
proportion to its number, than the rest of the population. . .3

Not only were the manufacturing processes themselves
dangerous but in addition they created a domestic
environment so tainted by heavy pollutlon that it affected all
who lived within the area, rich or poor, whether working in
the pottery industry or not. Soot from the bottle- shaped
chimneys of the kilns covered everything in black grime and
created a perpetual gloomy fog. As late as 1901 Harold Owen
wrote, ‘No manufacturing district can escape the defects of its
quality, but “The Potteries”, from several special causes, is
unutterably unlovely’.*

If the potters could not, or would not, abandon their craft
and take up some other trade, at least the better-paid among
them could escape from the polluted environment at the end
of the working day and bring up their children in a healthier
place. As Owen put it, ‘Possibly the greatest advantage
incidental to living in the Potteries is the hope of being able to
make enough money to live out of it’.> And those who did
manage to make enough money did just that. This paper
examines those who relocated along with their families in
south-east Cheshire.

The census enumerators’ books for the later decades of the
nineteenth century show a migration of potters, particularly
manufacturers, into a few of the Cheshire villages just over the
county border. In 1871, for example, the census reveals that
the widowed Jane Beech, recorded as an earthenware
manufacturer, resided just a few hundred yards away from the
railway station in the small parish of Church Lawton. Her two

3 Stoke-on-Trent, Horace Barks Reference Library [henceforth
H.B.R.L.], P 738.19: 3rd report of the Medical Officer of the Privy
Council, 1860, no. VI, pp. 103-104.

4 H. Owen, The Staffordshire potter (London, 1901), p. 337.

5 Ibid.
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TABLE 1 Immugrants born in Potteries towns

1851 1861 1871 1881 1891

Alsager
Population 473 703 1,148 1,601 1,912
No. born in Potteries 19 83 155 243 263
Percentage 4.0 11.8 1.5.5 15.2 13.8
Church Lawton
Population 693 724 753 823
No. born in Potteries 17 16 40 31
Percentage 215 2.2 5.3 3.8
Rode Heath
Population 612 525 606 745
No. born in Potteries 6 15 21 19
Percentage 1.0 2.9 3.8 2.6

daughters and a son (who was a clerk and possibly worked for
the family firm) had been born in the Potteries town of
Burslem but now resided along with their mother in Church
Lawton. And in 1881 the census recorded five pottery
manufacturers and a potworks assistant residing in the village
of Rode Heath. The numbers for Church Lawton and Rode
Heath remained low during the latter half of the century, but
throughout these decades, while just a few potting families
had moved from Burslem and other towns in the Potteries to
these villages on the Staffordshire-Cheshire border, for
reasons which will be made clear an increasing influx of
migrants had chosen Alsager, another small village nearby
(table 1).

In 1851 Alsager had 19 immigrants from the earthenware-
producing towns of north Staffordshire, about 4% of the 473
inhabitants listed by the census. Only one of them was
employed in the pottery industry. However, the 1891 census
reveals that out of a total population of 1,912, there were 263
people residing in Alsager, about 14%, whose birthplace was
one of the Potteries towns. As we shall see later, many more of
these were pottery employees or employers. These figures
refer specifically to those born in towns associated with the
pottery industry, excluding many more migrants to Alsager
who were born in other areas of north Staffordshire (table 2).
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TABLE 2 Burthplaces of Potteries immigrants to Alsager, 1851 and
1891

1851 1891

Barlaston 1
Bucknall 1
Burslem 9 86
Chell 1

Cobridge 2
Etruria 1 1
Fenton 1 6
Goldenhill 16
Hanford 1
Hanley 1 50
Longport 2
Longton 1 5
Shelton 2
Stoke 1 35
Swynnerton 2
Tunstall 4 53
Total 19 263

Although these 263 migrants indicate greater numbers
moving to Alsager from Stoke-on-Trent, because all were not
occupied in ceramics, they do not offer the same scope for
study as those migrants who were specifically occupied in the
pottery industry. They may have had several relocations
outside the Potteries before arriving in Alsager and their
reasons for choosing their new home could be very varied.
They may, after relocation, have been able to earn their living
within the village itself, perhaps in agriculture, domestic
service, or retailing, and therefore do not constitute a
particularly special case. It is possible that they may have been
commuters who earned their living outside the village, but the
nature of their stated occupations does not reveal whether or
not this is so. This study therefore confines itself to those
migrant potters for whom we have a clear link between their
own and/or their children’s birthplaces and their occupation
which could only have been carried on in the Potteries. These
migrants form a distinct commuting group, providing
evidence for their movements and motives.
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In 1851 only one of Alsager’s residents was described as a
‘potter’. He was Thomas Daniel, born in Burslem and
probably from the long family line of potters who had been
manufacturing earthenware in Burslem for centuries. But in
the census of 1891 there were forty-two identifiable pottery-
employed inhabitants, of whom seventeen were earthenware
or china manufacturers, one was a colour manufacturer,
another a china merchant, four were pottery managers, four
were agents, and the rest were engravers, clerks, a warehouse
man, and a cashier. All were occupied in the pottery industry,
fourteen of the manufacturers as employers, the others as
employees; some had been born in the Potteries and those
who were not born there had wives and children who were.
Other evidence confirms that these inhabitants continued to
be occupied in the Potteries area while residing in Alsager.
The reasons for this clustering of potters and the subsequent
socio-economic and political effects of their migration needs
to be examined in more detail.

First, we need to ask why this area was chosen and why
Alsager in particular attracted pottery manufacturers. We
have already seen that the railway was an important
determinant in making a direct link between the pottery
towns and the fringe areas of north Staffordshire around
Stoke-on-Trent. The North Staffordshire Railway, known
locally as ‘the Knotty’, reached Trentham to the south of the
cityy,. This was also an appealing place for pottery
manufacturers, with its more pleasant environment and, for
the upwardly mobile, the lure of living close to the country
estate of the dukes of Sutherland at Trentham Park. Those
occupied and living within the northern areas of the Potteries,
particularly the towns of Burslem, Hanley, and Tunstall, were
drawn in the direction of rural south Cheshire.

However, many of the areas along the county border were
involved in mining and heavy industry. Black and filthy slag
heaps were piled high in towns and villages scarred by coal
mines. Some villages had iron foundries which contributed to
a polluted environment almost equal to that of the pottery
towns themselves. Even Church Lawton, an ancient
settlement with a small population, had its iron foundry and a
salt works. Just south-west of Church Lawton, however, lay
Alsager, an unspoiled rural village on the edge of the Cheshire
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plain. The village had its own church and school and after
1848 was well served by the North Staffordshire Railway,
which connected Crewe to the pottery towns of Etruria,
Stoke, and Longton. This facility was a crucial factor in
attracting the commuting population of migrant potters. The
Staffordshire Advertiser of October 1848 reported:

Scarcely more than two years have passed since the first sod of the N.
Staffs railway was turned; . . . We have this week the pleasurable duty
of announcing the opening of the CREWE BRANCH, which will
give the district an outlet to Liverpool, Chester and Holyhead as well
as for the present to Manchester and the north; and also that portion
of the MAIN LINE which extends from Stoke to Congleton. The
opening took place on Monday and although the weather was most
unpropitious for out-of-door manifestations, the event was celebrated
in various ways in S-O-T, Burslem, Congleton and other places, and
crowds of spectators thronged the bridges, the approaches and almost
every point of view, to see the trains pass.®

Accessibility was an important factor in attracting potters
towards the green spaces and clean air over the county border.
Many of the manufacturers who migrated to Alsager had their
grand villa residences built near the railway station. Family
memoirs make reference to the importance of this proximity.
Audrey Dudson, who married into a long line of potters
whose family continue to operate the business today, tells us,
for example, that in 1866, when James and Jane Dudson
moved to Alsager, their home, called Hope House, was
situated near the railway station, from where they were able to
travel to the factory.” During the 1880s Huntley Goss, whose
family’s heraldic pottery is much sought after by collectors
today, cycled to the station each day in order to travel by train
to the factory in Stoke.?

The cost of railway transport excluded skilled and semi-
skilled factory workers employed within the industry.
Although season tickets were available they were expensive in
relation to wages. The twenty-minute journey from Alsager to

6 Staffordshire Advertiser, 14 Oct. 1848, p. 5.

7 Audrey M. Dudson, Dudson: a _family of potters since 1800 (privately
printed, 1985), p. 67.

8 Lynda and Nicholas Pine, William Henry Goss (1987), p. 101.
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Etruria in 1887, on a second-class contract ticket, cost £3 4s.
for three months. Even a shorter journey to Longport cost 2s.
6d. weekly and this tariff was available only on certain trains,
one in the morning and two return journeys in the evening.”
These figures represent considerable burdens on the incomes
of manually-occupied pottery employees, whose wages were
very low. The system of payment was based upon piece-rates,
which meant that the worker was paid for each item produced
or handled. Although in theory this allowed individuals to
earn more money, in practice it was very difficult to gain a
comfortable wage. For example, a basin maker in 1880, after
paying various attendants who assisted him, was left with /1
3s. 11d. out of which he had to buy sponges and pay for gas
and other things required to carry out his job.!” Even allowing
for a possible increase in pay rates over the next few years it
seems unlikely that people living on this level of income would
want to live farther from the factory than a walking distance.
It seems reasonable to conclude that this was one reason for
the absence of lower-paid workers among those who moved to
Alsager in the second half of the nineteenth century.

Another factor which contributed to Alsager’s appeal for
those able to move was that, despite having a deep mere
covering about nine acres, it was believed to have a drier
atmosphere. Trentham, on the other hand, was thought to
suffer from dampness because of the river running through it.
The seriously unhealthy conditions prevailing in and around
the Potteries caused those who could move to choose optimum
conditions in their proposed alternative location. The
Weatherby family, for instance, of Falcon Pottery, Hanley,
moved from Shelton to Alsager in 1906. The family, wishing
to move out of Shelton, which was in close proximity to
Wedgwood’s Etruria, had considered Trentham. However, as
Mrs Weatherby suffered from rheumatism, the damp air was
thought unsuitable, the family instead preferring Alsager’s
reputedly healthier climate.!!

9 H.B.R.L., S 138: North Staffordshire Railway timetable, Oct. 1887.
10 Ibid., 738.19: Potteries Board of Arbitration evidence and award,
1880.
11 Inf from Mrs Weatherby, Alsager.
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The availability of land in Alsager may also have been a
determinant in attracting migrants from the Potteries. Some
of the immigrant potters were involved in the Freehold Land
Society, an organization which purchased land and built
properties to very exacting standards for the benefit of
members. On 22 July 1854 the annual general meeting of the
Burslem branch of the Freehold Land Society recorded that ‘A
letter was read from Mr John Mayer reporting an offer of
land—about seven and a half acres belonging to Mr Ashmore,
at Alsager, for /850’ A later reference identifies the vendor as
Michael Ashmore, an elderly farmer. The land was located in
the area near the railway station in the south-eastern part of
the wvillage, where many of the immigrant pottery
manufacturers were eventually to settle. Only four days later a
special meeting was held when the sub-committee reported
that they had inspected the ‘Alsager estate’ and it was
unanimously resolved that the same ‘be purchased at the price
offered’.!?

The Frechold Land Society usually apportioned its
purchased land into quarter-acre plots. For reasons which are
not made clear in the minutes, it was resolved that the Alsager
ones would be half an acre ¢ach. The society built homes
upon the plots under strict regulations concerning the style of
the property and the surrounding area. For example a special
meeting of the society resolved that ‘a clause be added to the
conveyance of the Alsager Estate not to allow any Beer or
Public Houses on the estate’.!?

Names of members mentioned in the minutes of the
Freehold Land Society’s meetings appear as Alsager residents
on the census documents in the ensuing years. The 1861
census reveals, for example, that members Ambrose
Wildblood and Joseph Latham, both pottery engravers, and
Samuel Hartshorne, an earthenware modeller, had relocated
with their families from Burslem to Alsager. Other prominent
and active executive members of the society, many of whom
were earthenware manufacturers, such as the Maddocks, the

12 H.B.R.L., S 810.333: Burslem and Tunstall Freehold Land Society
minute book, 1849-75, 22 July 1854.
13 Ibid., 26 July 1854.
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Hammersleys, the Eardleys, and Josiah Wood, appear in
Alsager on later censuses.

So it seems that the movement to Alsager was something of
a concerted one rather than an ad hoc collection of individual
relocations, and the combined effects of the availability of
land in the area of the railway station and the desire for rapid
transit to locations within the Potteries resulted in a clustering
in the pattern of early settlement. In the later decades of the
nineteenth century building was concentrated in the south-
eastern part of the village close to the line of the North
Staffordshire Railway.

In order to understand how the migrants compared with
Alsager’s original residents and how they fitted in to their new
settlement we need briefly to examine the nature of the
society which existed in the village around the middle of the
nineteenth century. It was an open village with few in
authority, the principal family leaving no male heir after the
eighteenth century and the land being shared by several small
landowners living outside the village in addition to yeoman
farmers living within it. It was a village of ninety-six
households in 1851, most of which were farming
establishments. There was no identifiable squire and the
location of a manor house had been lost over time, but the
curate, Charles Alsager Tryon, as a descendant of the ruling
family, was, in name at least, lord of the manor. It was a
relatively unsophisticated society served by only a few
domestic servants fulfilling mainly practical roles rather than
as symbols of social standing. But it was already a community
of middle-class interests providing fertile ground for the
socially and politically active migrants who were to arrive in
the following decades.!*

Although the migrants came from artisan backgrounds,
they came from a well-established industrial base which had
produced wealth and social prestige for its younger
generations. The manufacturers who relocated in Alsager
settled upwardly mobile families aspiring towards a certain
degree of gentility. This is reflected in the size and comfort of

14 F Maxfield, ‘Alsager 1851: a census study’, Cheshire History (Spring
1992).
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the homes which were specifically built for the more affluent
migrants and in the case of the manufacturers were quite
substantial residences set in pleasant grounds. The larger
houses, like the Laurels, belonging to John Maddock, were
nearest to the railway in the area known as the Fields, while
nearby in Sandy Lane the houses constructed were rather
grand at the railway end but more modest, occupied by
artisans, furthest away from the station. As Morris and
Company’s Directory for 1874 stated: “This village has become
a favourite place of residence for gentlemen connected with
the Staffordshire Potteries, and during the last few years
numerous villa residences have been erected and occupied by
them—the Crewe and Kidsgrove Junction Railway affording
convenient means of transit.” It goes on to say that the
rateable value of the parish was £3,479 18s. in 1857 and had
risen to £7,827 18s. 94. in 1873, ‘thus showing its increase
from the above-named cause’. This rise in rateable value
continued with the building of more properties, the figure
increasing to £13,180 14s. in 1895, the number of occupied
houses being 462, according to Porter’s Directory of that year.

These migrations were well considered and certainly not
transitory. Descendants of some of the families who moved to
Alsager in the late nineteenth or early twentieth century are
residing in the town today. Even where the family line has
died out or descendants have relocated, the initial move was
often a putting down of roots which lasted for several
generations. Audrey Dudson said of the family’s purchase of
Hope House in 1866, “This began the family’s association
with Alsager which was to last for a hundred years’.!>

Not only did the move from north Staffordshire change the
lives of the migrants, it also contributed significantly to the life
of the village of Alsager, yet did so without seriously eroding
the rural and agricultural nature of it. At a time when the
country village was generally in decline, Alsager was
accommodating and assimilating a new population without
significantly changing the old order. The number of farmers
within the village increased from twenty-eight in 1851 to

15 Dudson, Dudson, p. 67.
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thirty-three (plus seven who were retired) in 1891.'¢ Alsager
remained largely unchanged until the Second World War and
the building of a Royal Ordnance factory.

Nevertheless, with their industrial affluence and experience
of civic matters within the Potteries the manufacturers and
their managers were able to bring considerable influence to
bear on affairs concerning the socio-economic development of
the village. These were men who had considerable experience
to bring to local politics, being active on town councils,
Boards of Guardians, and so on. James Maddock, for
example, was mayor of Burslem in 1880 and served alongside
councillors and aldermen, such as Robinson, Wood, Eardley,
Ford, and Wildblood, who also resided in Alsager or who had
family members settled in the town.!” In 1895 Maddock and
his fellow potter, Robert Sudlow, were bringing this
experience of political life to Alsager itself as councillors on
the newly formed urban district council.!®

The social aspirations of the pottery manufacturers are also
reflected in the lifestyle of their womenfolk. The census data
for the second half of the nineteenth century suggest that the
wives and daughters of pottery manufacturers and managers
were not engaged in paid occupations. While the census is not
always a reliable source for evidence of women’s occupations,
it is clear from other sources that the social standing of the
wealthier potting families, with Victorian emphasis on visible
affluence and gentility, excluded women from paid work.
However, they became involved in the local community
through charity work and similar activities. For example,
Margaret, the daughter of John Maddock senior, helped to
raise subscriptions for the building of Alsager’s
Congregational church,' and when she died in 1928 left
£2,000 for its upkeep.?’ Jane Maddock, another of the

16 PR.O., H. 107/2168; RG 12/2847.

17 H.B.R.L., S 810: cuttings from unidentified newspapers, 1880, 1887.

18 Porter’s Directory (1895).

19 The [Staffordshire] Chronicle, 11 Nov. 1876.

20 Alsager United Reformed Church centenary programme, 1877-1977 (copy in Crewe
and Alsager Faculty, Manchester Metropolitan University [hereafter
M.M.U], South-East Cheshire Studies Unit local history archive).
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daughters, built an attractive home for destitute spinsters,
which is still in use today.

The imported earnings of Alsager’s commuting pottery
workers, especially the wealthier manufacturers, helped to
support Alsager’s shopkeepers and artisans, whose numbers
subsequently increased. For example, while in 1851 Alsager
had only three grocers, by 1891 the community was served by
thirteen of them. In the same way, some of the traditional
crafts flourished with the influx of wealth. The three tailors
and two dressmakers of 1851 had been replaced forty years on
by eighteen tailors and drapers with eight assistants, in
addition to twenty-five dressmakers. Of course, some of these
may have commuted to other places to carry out their
occupation but it seems reasonable to deduce that this also
represents a significant increase of service within Alsager itself.
The three blacksmiths and three wheelwrights in the village in
1851 had been of major importance among the small number
of skilled occupations recorded by the census, but in 1891,
despite the increase in population, there were five blacksmiths
residing in Alsager but only a single wheelwright. This was
probably a result of increasing use of the railways for the
transport of heavy goods and therefore a decline in the
manufacture of wooden carts. However, the increase in
affluent households gave rise to the employment of twelve
grooms and seven coachmen in the latter year, categories of
occupation which were not specified in the Alsager census
data for 1851.

The pottery migrants were also employers of domestic
labour within the village. In 1851 twenty-three of Alsager’s
ninety-six households employed a total of thirty-three
domestic servants and one laundress. These were mainly
employed in the farmhouses, the Plough Inn, and the
clergyman’s home. At this time the village had fairly modest
households, the farmers’ and the curate’s being the most
substantial middle-class homes. The largest farm was that of
John Massey with 200 acres, employing six men, four of
whom lived on the farm along with two female domestic
servants. The curate and his wife kept a cook and a
housemaid and employed a schoolmistress to assist in the
church school. But by 1891 the domestic servant population
had risen to 193. Thirty-one of these were employed in the
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households of pottery manufacturers and the more affluent of
the pottery workers. Others were employed on the farms and
in the homes of the professional people now attracted to the
town.

Of the professions it is interesting to note that only the
clergyman, his assistant schoolmistress, and a governess could
be described as following a profession in the Alsager of 1851.
At that time the village had no other professional residents,
not even a doctor. However, the succeeding decades saw a rise
in the number of professional people living in Alsager, and by
1891 the community had the services of a doctor, dentist,
chemist, solicitor, and photographer in addition to the
presence of engineers, teachers, and so on.?!

After the construction of the railway in 1848 the increasing
population brought demands for more homes, shops, and the
provision of larger churches. A Primitive Methodist chapel
was built in 1862 at a cost of £550?2 and a larger, grander
Wesleyan one at a cost of £2,990 in 1868.23 A Congregational
church was erected in 1876.?* The village prospered during
the 1890s; new homes and a police station were constructed,
an additional Anglican church with schoolrooms was built by
subscription, and it became a town with an urban district
council in 1894.2> All this, and yet because the migrants did
not import their industrial activity the relative simplicity
which had for so long characterized the village was largely
maintained. Even in the late twentieth century the central
part of the town is referred to as ‘the village’ by long term
residents.

The descendants of the original migrants continued to take
a vital interest in the affairs of the town. For example,

21 PR.O., RG 12/2847; Maxtfield, ‘Alsager’.

22 A. Hurlstone, ‘Notes on the Primitive Methodist church in Alsager’
(copy in Crewe and Alsager Faculty, M.M.U., South-East Cheshire
Studies Unit local history archive).

23 Anon., ‘Methodism in Alsager: its origin and growth’ (copy in Crewe
and Alsager Faculty, M.M.U,, South-East Cheshire Studies Unit local
history archive).

24 [Staffs.] Chron. 11 Nov. 1876.

25 Kelly’s Directory (1939).
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Adolphus and Huntley Goss, the sons of the more famous
William Henry Goss, were, in association with other potters,
closely involved in the life of the two Anglican churches as
well as serving on local bodies like the town and county
councils.26 The 1913 Postal Directory lists, for example,
potters A. H. Maddock and William Bloor as honorary
secretaries for the Alsager Golf Club and the Alsager Club
and Reading Room, while Huntley Goss served alongside the
stationmaster, farmers, and tradesmen of the town on the
urban district council.

Alsager was one of the townships in the ancient parish of
Barthomley, and while it maintained its vitality throughout the
nineteenth century, Barthomley itself declined from a village
of 450 inhabitants in 1851 to one of 372 in 1881.%7 In contrast
the village of Alsager continued to thrive and to grow. During
the late nineteenth century the influx of potters not only
created a healthier environment for the migrants concerned
but also gave fresh life to the village at a time when
agricultural areas were generally suffering loss of population
as manufacturing employment drew labour away from the
countryside. The potters were able to turn Alsager into a
commuters’ town with all the appeal of a country village, yet
without the inaccessibility of most rural environments. The
village and later the town benefited from the wealth created
outside its own area, increased in population, and yet
contained itself within the geographical perimeter of the mid-
nineteenth-century village. This, then, can be seen as a
successful migration in that both the migrants and the host
community seemed to gain from the movement.

26 Parish magazine for Christ Church and St Mary Magdalene, Alsager,
1912,
27 V.C.H. Ches. 11, pp. 204-205.




