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C. B. Phillips and J. H. Smith. Lancashire and CheshireJrom AD 1540. London: 
Longman, 1994. xv + 416 pp. £42 (hardback); £25 (paperback). ISBN 0 
582 49250 5 (hardback); 0 582 49249 1 (paperback).

This contribution to the Longman Regional History of England series is 
unusual in starting in the mid-sixteenth century rather than at A.D. 1000, 
but otherwise follows the series's preferred concentration on economic and 
demographic history, landscape, and architecture. The later start allows for 
the unusual richness of historical development and debate in relatively 
recent times as well as taking account of the sparseness of earlier material. 
And indeed, the examination of Lancashire and Cheshire since 1540 offers 
an exciting opportunity to pursue strong themes and review heated debates 
on a broad canvas over a region which has strong claims to incorporate the 
world's first industrial revolution and over a period which saw the rise and 
decline (in many senses) of the first industrial society.

It cannot be said that this opportunity has been grasped in any 
worthwhile way The book is not without virtues, but they are generally of a 
prosaic, plodding kind, and they dry up very quickly after the first two 
chapters. The coverage of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries is 
disastrously weak, with only two or three redeeming features. Perhaps it 
would be best to begin with those aspects of the book which have something 
useful to say before expatiating further on its defects.

It is, in a sense, ironical that the fullest and most original sustained 
treatment of a theme in this book on industrializing counties should deal 
with agriculture, and here a great deal of useful information can be culled 
from the welter of detailed statistics and other information which the 
authors provide. Similarly, a lot of material on specific industries is here put 
together in print for the first time, and there is a re-interpretation of the 
pace and pattern of population change in the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries which will need to be taken into account by all economic and 
social historians of the region (although the question of why Amounderness 
should have been the most demographically dynamic hundred in the region 
between 1563 and 1664 is briefly posed but never pursued). More attention 
than usual is paid to high culture, although within this framework the 
detailed chronological treatment afforded to the Victoria University of 
Manchester might be thought a little excessive. The authors have received a
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generous allocation of maps and other illustrations, and there are extensive 
statistical tables, some of which are deployed as a substitute for argument 
and others of which are untrustworthy for various reasons. Such, however, 
are the book's merits.

Its shortcomings are manifold; and. disastrously, they arc intellectual 
ones. There is little attempt, especially after the first two chapters, to pass 
beyond the presentation of what are generally taken to be "facts' in a bland 
prose which carries with it assumptions of common sense, consensus, and 
'objectivity'. Passive constructions are preferred, and the fierce arguments 
and theoretical debates which have arisen over aspects of the region's 
history are sidestepped or ignored. In the first place, and symptomatic of a 
wider malaise, the 'region' under discussion is simply taken as a given, with 
no justification provided for lumping Cheshire, Lancashire south of 
Morecambe Bay, and a fragment of Derbyshire together as the subject of a 
book, no mention of any debates relating to problems of regional identity or 
the social construction of regions, and no indication that the inhabitants of 
these administrative areas might or might not have held significant things in 
common to differentiate them from people living elsewhere. The chapters 
arc subdivided and compartmentalized according to formulae which leave 
themes completely isolated from each other, and no attempt is made to 
provide interim summaries, still less evaluations or assessments. Even this 
system, which would be deserving of censure in an undergraduate 
dissertation, is incompetently carried out at times: thus much of the section 
on 'Landowning society' in Chapter 3 actually deals, incompetently, with 
market towns, although 'Towns' as a category disappears from the standard 
chapter sub-headings just as urbanization starts to become really important. 
The book ends with such abruptness that the reader is left searching in vain 
for the concluding paragraph or sentence which must surely be there 
somewhere. It is more like a compendium or gazetteer than a work of serious 
history.

Such damning comments must, of course, be substantiated. Here is a 
short list of some of the issues and debates in the history of the region (or 
of parts of it) which are not dealt with in this book: Puritans and 
economic development; capitalism and slavery (the 'Williams thesis'); 
proto-industrialization; the making of the English working class; politics, 
religion, and the Manchester middle class; the nature of Manchester's 
economy in the early nineteenth century; the debate over Foster's Class 
struggle and the industrial revolution; factory paternalism and popular politics; 
the nature of the industrial revolution and the standard of living 
controversy; the factory and the working-class family; the radical women's 
suffrage movement; gender as a theme in general; the debate over the 
decline of the cotton industry initiated by Sandberg and Lazonick. The 
list could be extended. Among the authors whose work, published over 
the last twenty years and more, finds no place in the bibliography are (in 
no particular order) Maxine Berg, Pat Hudson, John Singleton, Harry 
Dutton and John King (who provide an alternative perspective to Patrick 
Joyce, who is here treated as gospel), John Foster, Robert Sykes, David 
Gadian, Donald Read, Neville Kirk, E. P. and Dorothy Thompson, P. J. 
Waller, John Belchem, Colin Pooley, Angela John, Geoff Trodd, Geoff
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Timmins, Robert Poolc, J. Inikori, Elizabeth Roberts, Vie Gatrell, John 
Seed, Mike Winstanley, Neil Smelser, Jill Liddington, Jill Norris, Norman 
McCord, Mike Savage, Roger Lloyd-Jones, A. C. Howe, John Bohstedt, 
Eric Taplin, Pat Ayres, Alan Booth, Jeffrey Richards. I apologise to the 
many I have omitted: but this is, of course, a roll-call drawn from the most 
innovative, stimulating, and influential historians to have worked on 
north-western themes since the Second World War. Not only are the 
names missing: so are the ideas and debates. Where have the authors been? 
And why do the rest of us bother?

To put it charitably, the authors do not seem to be very interested in 
ideas or in the cut and thrust of historical debate. What they want is facts. 
The trouble is that, at least for the post-1780 period, they get an 
unacceptable number of them wrong, quite apart from providing 
disgracefully slanted and superficial treatment of such issues as the role of 
the Irish in Victorian Lancashire, and discussing Chartism with reference 
only to a single work published in 1890 (it would take too long to detail 
similar examples). A few specific mistakes must suffice. Trivial ones include 
Billy Fury and the Dakotas (p. 357); Accrington Stanley as one of the first 
Football League clubs (p. 289: Accrington, but not Stanley); birth-rates 
wrong by a factor often (p. 252); Mormon places of worship in Lancashire 
before 1801 (p. 218); conflation of Blackburn Rovers and Blackburn 
Olympic foundation date (p. 289); Lancaster as the fourth port in the 
country in 1787 (p. 165); Blackpool's Big Wheel as giving way to the Tower 
(p. 363). A lot of more serious mistakes are more complicated, and there is 
no room to discuss them here; but (for example) the table of religious 
attendances in 1851 (pp. 219-21) is made worse than useless by 
underspecified assumptions and a failure to take account of the problems of 
attendance at more than one service (the extensive literature of this is, as 
usual, ignored); and the comments on resort population growth in the 
twentieth century (p. 309) are undermined by the problems associated with 
the 1921 census being in June, when resort populations were significantly 
swollen as the season began. This in turn affects league tables of fastest- 
growing towns over the period.

These specific comments are the tip of a huge iceberg. They apply 
particularly to the chapters covering the post-1780 period, which are quite 
disgraceful in a book with ostensible pretensions to being a work of 
reference. Students will have to be referred, very specifically, to those parts 
of the book which can be quarried with safety. They will have to be told 
that much of the content of Chapters 3-5 is historiographically 
antediluvian; and this applies to pre-degree level students as well as 
undergraduates. Nor can the book be recommended to local historians 
more generally. It is an embarrassing example of outdated practice, and is 
the sort of work that gives regional and local history a bad name among 
academics.

Lancaster University John K. Walton
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The book trade in Cheshire to 1850: a directory, ed. D. Nuttall. Liverpool 
Bibliographical Society, Book Trade in the North West Project, Occasional 
Publications No. 3, 1992. xv + 85 pp. £8. ISBN 0 905000 04 8.

This, the third volume in an ambitious project to provide a director)- of all 
recorded members of the book trade, and related trades, in the old counties 
of Lancashire and Cheshire, presents the fruits of much painstaking and 
frequently rewarding labour by members of the Liverpool Bibliographical 
Society under the direction of Dr Derek Nuttall, known for some years for 
his History of Printing in Chester (1969). Advances in technology have enabled 
the compilers to produce a volume more elegant than the first in the series, 
which covered the book trade in Liverpool to 1805; and the number of 
individuals identified is, predictably, smaller than that which obliged the 
editors of the second volume (Liverpool 1806-1850) to present their 
essential data on five microfiches.

Indeed, notwithstanding the chartering of the Chester Company of 
Painters, Glaziers, Embroiderers, and Stationers on 1 May 1534, the 
evidence seems to suggest that Cheshire, until at least the second half of the 
eighteenth century, was a wilderness of booklessness. Outside Chester itself 
there is only one entry for the sixteenth century, Henry Snape, bookseller, of 
Astbury (fl. 1585). For the seventeenth century there are three, but that only 
on the assumption that the Peter Swinton recorded as a bookseller in 
Knutsford from 1684 to 1693 is distinct from the Peter Swinford, also of 
Knutsford, recorded on the facing page as known only from an 
advertisement for Randle Holme's Academy of Armory, published in 1688.

The published volumes of wills proved at Chester, however, reveal 
identities of several chapmen, such as Richard Blacklach of Macclesfield 
(d. 1635), and of a number of carriers, such as William Lowndes of 
Sandbach (d. 1592), who were almost certainly as important as agents for 
the dissemination of books as the many auctioneers recorded here, with, 
indeed, appropriate caveats, in the nineteenth century. It seems a shame, 
also, just when Harold Love has reminded us of the continuing and 
distinctive vitality of manuscript publication, to exclude from those active in 
Chester the name of the scrivener Hugh Birchley (d. 1627).

It is clearly the intention that the information presented here and in the 
previous volumes should be, in due course, combined with that gathered by 
other contributors to the British Book Trade Index, and it is this happy 
prospect, no doubt, that has dictated the form of abbreviations used both for 
occupations and for the locations of sources. Most of the former are easy 
enough to take on board LB for librarian, NA for newsagent though some 
are less than obvious PH for paper merchant, STK for law stationer. This 
reader found it hard to remember that UCL was University College Library, 
Cardiff, and NYL, not the usual NYPL, the New York Public Library.

The appendices include an entrancing list of Cheshire newspapers and 
serial publications and several informative statistical surveys. It is to be 
hoped that we can look forward, on the completion of the series, to a 
chronological mapping of these data.

Cambridge LIniversity Library Elisabeth Leedham-Green
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Jill Groves, Piggins, huss/ements and desperate debts: a social history of north-east 
Cheshire through wills and probate inventories, 1600-1760. Sale: Northern Writers 
Advisory Services, 77 Marford Crescent, Sale M33 4DN. [vi] + 75 pp. 
£4.95. '

This is a thorough and competent study, based mainly on probate records 
but with some use of other material available in local repositories, relating 
to a group of parishes in the Altrincham-Sale area of Cheshire, south of 
Manchester. For the most part, it follows lines which have become 
conventional in such work, with chapters on housing, land tenure, farming, 
trade, and industry, preceded by a general description of the area and the 
development of settlement from the early middle ages. The author has also 
tried to gather evidence for the overall wealth of her chosen parishes, as 
revealed by wills and inventories, and discusses topics such as literacy, 
religious outlook, arms and armour, and dress, on which probate records 
usually throw some light. The most original parts of the booklet are those 
on women and on food and cooking, which some similar studies do not deal 
with, and the inclusion of these chapters, together with a genuine effort at 
the end of the text to compare north-east Cheshire with other areas whose 
probate records have been examined in depth, raises Ms Groves's work well 
above the average level of studies of this kind. Its most obvious weakness is a 
failure to make such use of archival material preserved centrally, apart from 
such basic sources as hearth tax assessments, or even to exploit the relatively 
wide range of published records available for Cheshire.

As the author explains in her preface, she began a large-scale project 
based on some 500 probate grants relating to these parishes after 
completing an Open University degree and an extra-mural local history 
certificate, and evidence of sound teaching on both courses shines through 
what is evidently her first major piece of independent research. The text is 
well organized, with local evidence set against the findings of more general 
studies, and each chapter is rounded off with its own conclusion. The 
author demonstrates a clear understanding of the extent of the changes 
experienced by local communities over the quite lengthy period she has 
chosen, not only in housing but also in farming and general standards of 
wealth and comfort. The main emphasis throughout is on agriculture, since 
this was not an area with any specialist early crafts, nor one which showed 
signs of the precocious development of large-scale industry. Alongside the 
text itself, the references and bibliography are competent, if not faultless; 
the tables are properly set out; and the two maps are clear, if a little crude. 
There is also an index, which booklets of this sort often lack. Above all, the 
author's tremendous enthusiasm for local history in general and her chosen 
topic in particular is very obvious and makes the work a more enjoyable 
and satisfying read than some, rather desiccated, analyses of wills and 
inventories.

The study has been published as an A4 booklet, printed from text set on 
a low-resolution laser-printer on single sheets secured (reasonably firmly, it 
appears) within a laminated card cover. This is a very economical format, 
which enables a work of about 70,000 words to be published at a price few 
potential readers are likely to quibble over, although the page size, lack of
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photographs, and sheer density of text may deter local retailers. It is not 
clear what advice or services the publishers named on the cover offer to 
their writers but they evidently do not include copy-editing, from which this 
book would have benefited considerably. Since this title is envisaged as the 
first in an ambitious series of twelve similar publications, which will include 
transcripts of probate records as well as further analysis of the material. I 
hope that the author and her publishers will give more time and effort to 
the minutiae of do-it-yourself book production before the series progresses 
further. With more professional presentation, what will undoubtedly be a 
useful local study might become a project which makes a major 
contribution on a broader plane to what is known about early modern 
communities in north-west England.

University of Wales, Cardiff Philip Riden

The letters oj Thomas Langton, JJa\ merchant of Kirkham, 1771-1788 ed. Joan 
Wilkinson. Chetham Society, 3rd series XXXVIII, 1994. x + 219 pp. 
£22.95. ISBN 0 948789 91 3.'

Thomas Langton was an eighteenth-century Kirkham flax merchant. His 
letters to his two sons John and Will, which begin while they arc still at 
school, span seventeen years and provide invaluable insights into late 
eighteenth-century business, family relationships, and society in west 
Lancashire. They are prefaced by a substantial introduction, of some 103 
pages. This, an excellent piece of narrative history in its own right, places 
the letters in their appropriate context. It means that readers gain valuable 
insights into the wider significance of the letters and into the economic and 
social development of the Kirkham area.

Langton, Shepherd, and Birley of Kirkham, of which by the 1770s 
Thomas Langton was senior partner, were involved in the linen industry 
and served both domestic and overseas markets. As was typical of much 
textile manufacturing in eighteenth-century Lancashire, the linen industry 
was organized under the putting-out system, with merchant 
manufacturing partnerships like Langton, Shepherd, and Birley at the 
centre. Predominantly a market town. Kirkham had by the eighteenth 
century emerged as an important centre of linen manufacturing and 
served the local sail-cloth industry. Langton, Shepherd, and Birley 
emerged, by the mid 1750s, as one of the larger merchant putters-out 
serving a wide range of markets at home and abroad. Business success 
meant that the Langtons enjoyed considerable social standing and prestige 
in the town.

In her discussion of the industrial and commercial dimensions of the 
partnership Joan Wilkinson does far more than explore the history of the 
business in isolation. She places it firmly in the context of both the local and 
national economy. Using a skilful blend of local primary and secondary 
sources she provides a detailed and revealing discussion of the organization 
of the local economy, which goes far beyond a mere contextual backdrop for 
the letters. She points to the significant array of often complex commercial
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arrangements within the Fylde and between Kirkham and north 
Lancashire, and their relationship to changes in eighteenth-century 
communications. She also provides valuable insights into overseas trade 
patterns and the light which the letters throw on the hazards and anxieties 
of foreign trade in the eighteenth century.

All too often business has been divorced from society. Yd the very 
localized and personal nature of business in the eighteenth century meant 
that standing within a local community was vital to business success. 
Similarly, in a world where family partnerships were the norm, family 
aspirations were inseparable from business. It is a symbiosis which is well 
conveyed by this volume, although in the introductory section private life is 
treated separately from the economic concerns of the Langton family.

The Langtons' experience of and attitudes to education are thoroughly 
explored. They arc placed in the wider context of education generally and 
in Kirkham in particular. Another dimension of eighteenth-century life 
explored in the letters and discussed in the introduction is health. 
Interestingly, it is in the context of the health-giving benefits of sea bathing 
that the origins of Blackpool are explored. Like so many businessmen, 
whether in the eighteenth or twentieth century, leisure was more often the 
preserve of Thomas Langton's family and friends, rather than himself. If, 
however, his participation in sports and other pastimes was vicarious rather 
than active, Langton's letters none the less provide vivid insight when 
placed, as Joan Wilkinson has done, against the wider backdrop of the 
development of eighteenth-century leisure.

1 would, therefore, thoroughly recommend this book to anyone 
interested in eighteenth-century Lancashire, for it is far more than a 
collection of letters. It represents a valuable piece of local history which 
offers a judicious blend of business, social, and economic history. Other 
historians may have emphasized different aspects of the letters, especially 
the nature of credit arrangements which were so vital to eighteenth-century 
business. Yet this should not detract from the value of the book, which has 
made the correspondence readily accessible to subsequent generations of 
scholars.

Lancaster University Mary B. Rose

A Lancashire gentleman: the letters and journals of Richard llodgkinson. 1763 1847, 
ed. Florence and Kenneth Wood. Stroud: Alan Sutton, 1992. vii + 407 pp. 
£16.00. ISBN 0 7509 0286 8.

Richard Hodgkinson was just about a gentleman in contemporary parlance. 
His standing in Lancashire society was not sufficient for him to be invited to 
join the commission of the peace, and in normal circumstances he might 
have slipped almost unremarked from the historical record. But he was a 
meticulous man who kept his letters and journals. These passed through 
several generations of his family until they came to rest in Lancashire 
Record Office and Manchester Central Library. Florence and Kenneth 
Wood have worked their way through the papers and prepared them for
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publication, with an explanatory text setting Hodgkinson into the life and 
times of his community.

Hodgkinson was born in 1763 and was sent in 1775 to Standish 
Grammar School, where he received a classical education. In 1 784 he 
moved to Chowbent, a community oft. 2,200 people within the township of 
Atherton. There he opened a grammar school. He soon made an 
impression locally, not just as a teacher but because of his skills in land 
sun-eying, farming, accountancy, and the law. He was appointed steward on 
the estates of the Atherton family of Atherton Hall, and after steering the 
property clear of the murky waters of debt he held the post for 45 years, 
remaining in position when the heiress married the second Lord Lilford in 
1797. Through a combination of astute business dealings, marriage, and 
friendship, Hodgkinson developed close relationships with some of the local 
entrepreneurs who made large fortunes from the early industrialization of 
the cotton industry. In 1800 he acquired the tenancy of a large farm from 
Lord Lilford. He was a trustee of the Bolton and St Helens turnpike road, 
and a Poor Law Commissioner under the 1834 New Poor Law: By the early 
years of the nineteenth century he enjoyed an income of several hundred 
pounds. We have little cause to doubt his claim towards the end of his life 
that 'few men in my rank of life have been more engaged in public life than 
I have been, or had more acquaintance and connections with men of all 
ranks and all degrees from the peer of the realm to the pauper in the 
workhouse'.

Hodgkinson's long life is not evenly documented. He kept detailed 
journals on his trips away from Lancashire, to London in 1794, 1819, and 
1824, to Scotland in 1800, to Wiltshire in 1803, and so on. At home he kept 
up a vigorous correspondence, much of which has survived, but we learn 
more of his business than of his private life. His wife Jane, whom he married 
in 1788, and who was 'inclined to stoutness', remains a shadowy figure. His 
daughters Mary and Jane and his son David appear only fleetingly in his 
writings, leaving only the tragic Joseph, his youngest son. Joseph had all the 
attributes of an aspiring gentleman, and an Oxford education, following 
which he took holy orders, acquired a living, fell out with his parishioners, 
and ended his clays in Leicester Asylum.

The editors of this book have done a fine job with material which is 
not entirely tractable. They have divided Hodgkinson's letters and 
journals into separate sections, which have then become the basis for 
individual chapters. Some of the later chapters, perhaps inevitably, do 
little more than pull together collections of documents that cannot be 
fitted in elsewhere, and as a result the format does not quite work. 
Perhaps the trouble arises because the editors are too keen to play up the 
importance of their man. In truth, he was not so much a local gentleman 
as a successful land agent, with all the trappings that accompanied such a 
position: the farm, the visits outside Lancashire in pursuit of his 
employer's business, and the minor posts in connection with turnpike 
schemes. Although apparently cut out for the teaching profession, it was 
Hodgkinson's financial acumen which enabled him first to ease the 
Atherton family out of debt, and then to set their affairs on an even keel. 
As such he deserves to take his place alongside the many agents of this
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period who left a mark on the countryside as important as, if not more 
important than, that of the owners for whom they worked.

Overall this is an interesting book, bringing to life a man who might 
otherwise have remained obscure, and with a wealth of excellent 
illustrations. If I quibble, it is only over the emphasis placed on Hodgkinson, 
not on his achievements.

University of Nottingham J. V. Beckett

Roger Scola, Feeding the Victorian city: the food supply of Manchester, 1770-1870, 
ed. W. A. Armstrong and Pauline Scola, Manchester: Manchester 
University Press, 1992. xx + 347 pp. £30,00. ISBN 0 719030 88 9.

Roger Scola died in 1988, aged 45. after a 21-year struggle against 
Hodgkin's disease. Under immensely difficult circumstances, he nevertheless 
triumphed as an exemplary teacher and active administrator at the 
University of Kent, and as the author of what will always remain a study of 
the highest importance in the history of urban food supply and distribution. 
Started under the guidance of A. E. Musson in Manchester in 1965, and 
inspired by the pioneering work of Janet Blackmail on Sheffield, Scola's 
research was largely complete by his death, and only minor reordering and 
a concluding chapter were found to be necessary by those who saw the 
project through to completion, Pauline Scola and Alan Armstrong.

After an excellent survey chapter on the economic, social, and political 
development of Manchester and Salford, 1770-1870, the book divides into 
two parts. In the first the origins of Manchester's food supply and the 
changes occurring during the period covered are documented, and 
surviving quantitative information is utilized to chart the growth of 
provision against Manchester's expanding population. Since space 
precludes detailed reporting, this review will concentrate on meat, livestock, 
and dairy products, though this fails to do justice to Scola's prodigious 
researches into fruit, vegetables, and fish. In all cases, the growth in supply, 
price trends, and seasonal variations are used to make telling observations 
on the development of consumption patterns for food.

Local supplies of meat, from Lancashire and Cheshire, though found to 
be greater than was suggested by contemporary writers such as Holt, Aiken, 
and Marshall, nevertheless took an inferior place to imports from Ireland, 
northern England, and Scotland. Qualitative evidence on the growth and 
pattern of this trade is collected from a wide range of sources. Best 
information, based on sales at Smithfield and (later) Cross Lane markets, is 
on beef and sheep, and suggests these outstripped population increase. Data 
on pigs are less abundant, and bedevilled by the continued survival of the 
urban pig. Price trends are also used to overcome the problem that 
Manchester's population growth may not adequately reflect the growth in 
size of the market that Manchester's distribution system was serving. 
Between 1822 and 1870 meat prices on the whole moved broadly with the 
trade cycle and with the national Rousseaux price index of animal products, 
though they tended to fluctuate rather more widely than the latter. After
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1850, Scola finds indications that demand \vas outrunning supply on the 
Manchester market, suggesting that working-class demand was rising 
strongly. At the same time, he finds evidence that price variations, especially 
seasonal variations, lessened over time, suggesting that the market became 
more integrated as sources of supply widened and the railway network 
wrought its effect.

Scola also charts the growth of the liquid milk trade, using railway- 
records. Manchester had fewer town cows than elsewhere. It profited by 
having short-distance access to numerous dairying areas. Road transport, 
and increasingly railways, though less ideal for transporting milk than 
canals, were able to effect a considerable increase in supply without too 
great a penalty in quality. The corollary of the specialization in liquid milk 
in the agricultural environs of Manchester was that the supply of local 
butter was depleted, and most of Manchester's needs were met by more 
distant producers, most importantly in Ireland. Based more on traditional 
skills, cheese-making in the more remote areas of Lancashire and Cheshire 
persisted in considerable quantity, and after 1850 Manchester began to rival 
London as an outlet for this produce.

In the second part of the book, Scola tells the fascinating story of the 
development of Manchesters' central markets from the 1770s to the 1870s. 
The markets were controlled by the lords of the manor, the Mosleys, until 
1846, though by the 1820s prosecutions against infringement were 
attracting only nominal damages, and Salford had succeeded in establishing 
a market outside the Mosley's jurisdiction. In 1846 outright purchase put 
the markets under municipal control.

Already by the nineteenth century producer-retailers were only a small 
proportion of market traders, important only in fruit and vegetables, and by 
the 1870s only the most tenacious market gardeners refused to market their 
goods through middlemen. But between the 1840s and the 1870s 
Manchester's markets were also gradually losing their prime importance for 
the retail distribution of food, a trend which seemed to have most effect on 
the smaller, less centralized markets, but which made large capital 
investment in order to rationalize by developing the central sites difficult to 
justify. By the late 1850s problems of congestion as traders spilled out into 
the surrounding streets were tending to cure themselves as the demand for 
stalls from food retailers was declining, not yet fully counterbalanced by a 
rise in the number of wholesalers. The Markets Committee now sought to 
accommodate the previously-resisted ingress of non-food retailers.

An important aspect of Scola's findings is a corrective to J. B. Jefferys's 
belief that the fixed retail shop was slow to develop in the industrial 
revolution. Fixed shops were more central to the development of retailing in 
Manchester than has been assumed. Scola finds that the choice between 
market sites and fixed shops varied between the trades. Butchers got out 
into fixed shops as soon as restrictions were lifted, whereas fishmongers 
retained a preference for market sites as late as the 1870s. Using 'demand 
threshold' analysis, he finds that amongst those operating from fixed shops, 
those selling the more specialized, less frequently bought goods continued 
to operate in the central area, whereas those selling daily necessaries tended 
to move out. An extensive exercise involving 8,000 addresses in zones
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relating to the built-up area in successive periods shows that 'shopkeepers' 
and butchers were the pioneers of dispersal, followed by bakers, then 
grocers and tea dealers. Only between 1850 and 1870 did dispersal of 
fishmongers and fruit and vegetable sellers really take hold. This suggests 
such foodstuffs were initially 'higher-order' goods, but that this was 
changing after 1850. The location pattern of butchers, a trade where the 
threshold level was easy to achieve, changed rapidly after a removal of 
restrictions in 1846. By mid-century, meat was obviously a 'lower-order' 
good.

Naturally, the editors of Scola's work have dedicated it to his memory. It 
is therefore fitting that, beyond being a work of high academic importance, 
this volume is also one of the most beautiful academic monographs 
published in Britain in the last twenty-five years. Though the book is 
modern in design, the paper, the binding, and the illustrations all speak of a 
bygone age. Small things, perhaps, but another testimony to the affection in 
which Roger Scola was held by those who knew him.

University of Manchester   A. J. Marrison

The diary of John Holt, ed. Peter N. Davies. International Maritime Economic 
History Association, 1993. xiii + 205 pp. U.S. $15. ISBN 0 9695885 5 0.

Liverpool traders were at the heart of Britain's involvement in West Africa 
throughout the nineteenth century. Foremost among them was John Holt 
(1841-1915), who set out to West Africa in 1862 as a shop assistant and 
eventually founded John Holt & Co. (Liverpool) Ltd. which became one of 
the biggest Liverpool African firms of this period and which survived as an 
independent business until taken over by Lonrho in 1969.

This volume, a new edition of Holt's Diary first published in 1948. is 
therefore of considerable interest. It consists of Holt's diary for 1862-4 and 
1869 72, together with an account by Jonathan Holt, John's brother, of 
voyages along the West African coast in Holt's schooner Alarm (1869 71) 
and a report by John Holt of his voyage on the Peep o'Dav (1867) along the 
coast of modern Liberia. There is a new introduction by Professor Davies as 
well as the original (1948) introduction by Cecil Holt, together with a Holt 
family tree. There are also a number of photographs of John Holt and his 
family.

The diary begins with Holt's departure from Liverpool as a young man 
witli a few pounds in his pocket, and covers his first years on the West 
African coast. From the start one can see the determination, drive, and 
enterprise that marked all of Holt's career. If nothing else, the diary clearly 
shows the origins on which the later business was to be founded. Its chief 
value, however, is the great insight it gives into how Liverpool trade with 
Africa actually operated. This is revealed in great detail, with immensely 
valuable information on everything from prices to profit margins to the way 
the trade was organized. Few comparable published sources do this so 
effectively.

This new edition is to be warmly welcomed, and Professor Davies.
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together with the Friends of Merseyside Maritime Museum and Memorial 
University of Newfoundland, who helped fund the volume, are to be 
congratulated. There are a number of errors in those footnotes that refer to 
cross reference elsewhere in the Diary, but that apart, this is a volume that 
will be of great interest for all those concerned with Liverpool's past 
relations with Africa.

The Queen's University of Belfast Martin Lynn

John K. Walton, Wonderlands by the waves: a history of the seaside resorts of 
Lancashire. Preston: Lancashire County Books, 1992. 44 pp. £3.50. 
ISBN'1871236193.

Dr Walton is well known as an historian of the English seaside, having ten 
years ago observed in The Historian how 'social historians have been busy at 
the seaside' and yet still 'the history of the seaside is often assumed to be 
trivial and not worth examining' (p. 1). Such a presumption is shattered by 
this concise but detailed publication, examining the unique and pioneering 
role of Lancashire's seaside resorts within the wider context of resort growth 
in England and overseas (pp. 1 3).

The emphasis is on the nineteenth century widi Blackpool looming large in 
the overall story, replete with fascinating facts and forcefully convincing 
conclusions, well beyond the scope of a short review. Blackpool attracted 
'Bathing Sunday' artisans (pp. 10, 14) well before becoming 'the world's first 
working-class seaside resort' (p. 5). In the overall rise of the Lancashire resorts 
'what counted . . . was the sea itself, ease of access, and above all, from an early- 
stage, artificial attractions and careful municipal management' (p. 8). While 
railways and excursions, promoted from all sorts of motives (pp. 13 17), had a 
considerable impact on resort development, 'what most needs explaining on 
the Lancashire coast is the rise of Blackpool . . . between the early 1870s and 
1914' (p. 18). The varied explanations are carefully explored on pp. 18-33. 
Southport by contrast became a 'middle-class haven' (pp. 33-6), and the twin 
resorts of Lytham and St Annes also appealed 'to further strands within the 
Victorian and Edwardian middle-classes' (pp. 37-9). Morecambe took a 
'popular path', becoming 'the Yorkshireman's Blackpool' (pp. 39-40).

Forty-one pages of well argued and written text are supported by twenty- 
five relevant illustrations and three pages of bibliography (pp. 42-4), 
including theses and dissertations in Lancaster University Library. One 
illustration shows a classic view of a crowded Blackpool beach at the turn of 
the century, presided over by the Tower (1894) and Gigantic Wheel (1896), 
wrhich were prominent among the sea-front 'entertainment complexes' 
costing over £'tm. during the 1890s (pp. 30-1). From this excellent base the 
author naturally hopes that this pamphlet will encourage further research, 
now that the twentieth century is almost at an end: 'more needs to be done 
on the years since 1914', to which end the reader is presented with at least 
six challenging questions (p. 41).

University of Kent at Canterbury John Whyman
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Audrey Kelly, Lydia Becker and the cause. Lancaster: Centre for North-West 
Regional Studies, University of Lancaster, 1992. iv + 60 pp. £5.95. 
ISBN 0901800 139.

This substantial pamphlet in the useful Lancaster University series covers the 
life of Lydia Becker, one of the most remarkable pioneers of the women's 
suffrage movement. Lydia Becker. born in Manchester to a family of German 
origins, began her political life at the age of forty when she became secretary 
to the Manchester National Society for Women's Suffrage. As the eldest 
daughter of a motherless family, her earlier life had involved extensive 
responsibilities for younger siblings, and serious botanical interests. Indeed, it 
was resentment at women's limited access to educational and scientific 
activities in Manchester that seems to have prompted her interest in 
feminism. She rapidly became a prominent figure in London as well as 
Manchester, a tireless public speaker, editor of a major publication, the 
llomen's Suffrage Journal, parliamentary lobbyist, and petitioner for the 
extension of both national and local franchises to women. In addition, she 
became in 1870 the first woman to be elected to a school board (in 
Manchester) and was a zealous member of the board until her death in 1890. 
There are copious sources for Becker's life, with important manuscript 
collections in the Fawcett Library and Manchester Central Library. More 
systematic discussion of the source material would have been useful. A rather 
conventional narrative of national and parliamentary developments, whilst 
useful background for some readers, might have been abbreviated for greater 
coverage of Lydia Becker's role in Manchester's public affairs, and of her 
specific place within the complex of women's movement of the late 
nineteenth century. Here Ms Kelly could have grounded her treatment more 
firmly within the most recent scholarship. Lydia Becker's opposition to moves 
to limit women's working hours, for example, could be connected to the lively 
debates and disagreements over protective legislation in the women's and 
labour movements. This is not, then, a work of sophisticated analysis, but it is 
thoroughly researched and clearly written. It will interest students of 
nineteenth-century feminism as well as attracting a local readership.

University of Manchester Ann Hughes

Steven Fielding, Class and ethnicity: Irish Catholics in England, 1880 1939. 
Open University Press, 1993. xvi + 180 pp. ISBN 0 335 09993 9 
(hardback); 0 335 09992 0 (paperback).

In recent years historians have devoted increasing attention to the complex 
cultural identities of the men and women they study. Efforts have been 
made to explore how people in the near and distant past balanced their 
class, gender, racial, ethnic, and religious allegiances. Steven Fielding's 
book, Class and ethnicity, is an important contribution to this growing body of 
work. Fielding's stated purpose is to establish that Irish Catholics in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth century formed a viable and discrete culture 
which was an amalgam of both class and ethnic influences. The time frame of
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the book is significant. Numerous studies of Irish immigrants in Britain have 
focused on the 1850s and 1860s, when ethnic prejudices and sectarian tensions 
were at their height. Fielding argues that as a distinct ethnic group Irish 
Catholics have tended to disappear from the 'class-centred' studies of the late 
nineteenth century which assert that the rise of the trade union movement 
created a class culture in which ethnic identities were subsumed. Fielding 
concentrates on Manchester to demonstrate that well into the twentieth 
century Irish Catholics in the city, the vast majority of whom were working- 
class, continued to participate in a unique culture which offended members of 
the Catholic hierarchy. Irish nationalists, and trade union leaders alike.

The boundaries of this culture were defined both from within and 
without. Fielding argues that by the late nineteenth century anti- 
Catholicism in England had been engulfed within a broader sense of 
prejudice against Irish Catholic immigrants. In this context the Catholic 
Church became inextricably linked to a sense of national difference and was 
used by the immigrants as a means of asserting their Irishness. In the most 
fascinating chapters of the book, Fielding describes the complex 
relationship between official and popular Catholicism in Manchester. The 
Church promoted a definition of the 'good' Catholic which involved strict 
religious observance, sobriety, and political moderation. Though 
acknowledging the ethnic origins of the majority of its adherents, the 
Church counselled that the most effective way of demonstrating pride in the 
Irish nation was through obedience to the Catholic Church. Fielding 
chronicles the extent to which Irish Catholics embraced aspects of the 
Church's teachings and accepted its authority in a number of matters while 
successfully defending the less pious expressions of their 'Irishness'. The 
tensions between the interests of nationalism and religion are clearly 
demonstrated in his discussion of the politics of Home Rule. In the election 
of 1906, for example, Irish Catholic voters were forced to choose between 
Liberal candidates who pledged to advance the cause of Home Rule or 
Conservative candidates who vowed to defend religious schools. 
Interestingly, in Manchester the majority of Irish Catholics, deciding that 
their immediate interests were better served by protecting their schools, 
followed the instructions of the Church and voted for the Conservatives.

Just as the time frame of the book is significant, so too is the setting. 
Fielding hopes that his study of Irish Catholics in Manchester might shift 
discussions of Irish ethnicity in Britain away from Liverpool and Glasgow. 
Describing both cities as marginal to the political and cultural life of the 
nation, Fielding argues that precisely because Liverpool and Glasgow 
attracted such large numbers of Irish immigrants and supported distinctive 
sectarian cultures, the experiences of Irish Catholics in these cities have little 
relevance to the study of ethnicity elsewhere in Britain. The assertion that 
Glasgow and Liverpool arc peripheral to British history, particularly during 
the period under consideration, is certainly open for debate. Moreover, rather 
than ignoring the experiences of Irish Catholics in cities where sectarian 
conflict was rife, historians need to follow Fielding's lead and explore the 
complex identities of participants on both sides of the sectarian divide.

University of Liverpool Martha Kanya-Fontner
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Jeffrey Richards, Stars in our eyes: Lancashire stars of stage, screen and radio. Preston: 
Lancashire County Books, 1994. 43 pp. £3.50. ISBN 1 871236 29 0.

In this excellent pamphlet, Jeffrey Richards sets out to explain how 
distinctively Lancashire figures such as Gracie Fields and George Formbv 
came to enjoy, by the late 1930s, the status of Britain's leading screen stars. 
In many ways. Richards's study reproduces the qualities of his own subject- 
matter, remaining grounded in an affection for the local and the particular 
yet raising issues which should prove attractive to those interested in 
broader questions of national social history. Basically, the pamphlet falls into 
five parts. The first establishes the social and economic context and the 
'Northern' persona which it generated; the second discusses the rise to 
stardom of Formbv and Fields; the third contrasts these nationally popular 
figures with the more local appeal of Frank Randle and the stars of 
'Mancunian Films': the fourth looks at some more recent Northern stars, 
such as Hylda Baker and Jimmy Clitheroc; finally, Richards asks why there 
has been a decline of Northern humour.

Although Richards locates his Northern stars in the context of an urban, 
industrial working-class world which he claims came into existence in the 
early nineteenth century, the first stars he discusses, Formby and Fields, rose 
to prominence only in the 1930s. By this time, a distinctive Northern 
personality had come to be recognized: 'frank, stubborn, clear-headed, 
tender-hearted', a personality rooted in the immediate, the concrete, the 
personal, and the intimate, alongside a communal world of football, seaside 
holidays, music hall, and cinema, rather than in theories, ideas, or class 
conflict. Values that were celebrated in this culture were patriotism, a 
mixture of optimism and fatalism, comradeship, a mild anti- 
authoritarianism, clearly defined gender roles (although women in the 
North-West, perhaps because of their historic employment patterns, 
enjoyed far greater authority and independence than women elsewhere in 
the North) and the idea of an immutable social order. Along with this came 
a strong regional sense of humour, one which was slow-building, anecdotal, 
and character-based rather than the faster, patter- and dialogue-based 
Cockney comedy or the surreal word play of Liverpudlian comedians such 
as Arthur Askey and Ken Dodd.

At times, Lancashire and the North are conflated (with the city-state of 
Liverpool only excepted) and one wonders whether Northern society was as 
characterized by social consensus as Richards claims. Nevertheless, the only 
real criticism which can be made of his brief pamphlet is that it leaves one 
longing for more. Any work of social history which begins with Pat Joyce's 
multiple social identities and ends up leaving you laughing aloud at Peter 
Tinmswood's send-up of Northern cliches ('A bloody sports centre . . . 
What's wrong with kicking a tin can about in a cobbled street?') must have 
something for every reader.

University of Manchester S. H. Rigby
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Sam Davies, Pete Gill, Linda Grant, Martyn Nightingale. Ron Noon, and 
Andy Shallice, Genuinely seeking work: mass unemployment on Merseyside in the 
1930s. Liverpool: Liver Press, 1992. 216 pp. £7.95. ISBN 1 871201 04 7.

As a tutor who annually runs a special subject on Britain in the 1930s, it is 
difficult not to like this book on unemployment on Merseyside in the 
1930s written by members of the Merseyside Socialist Research Group. 
The volume is a testament to the industry of committed local historians 
and also to the new technology of the word processor which, one suspects, 
the authors have ambivalent feelings about as they effectively have 
dispensed with traditional typesetters. This is not objective academic 
inquiry but history with a purpose. Overall the book provides a useful 
antidote to the now standard tomes of John Stevenson and Chris Cook, 
The Slump, along with the Historical Association pamphlet by Andrew 
Thorpe, Britain in the 1930s. Here the authors document the impact of 
hard times on the lives of the poor and working-class in a port city, one 
which generally has been neglected in studies of inter-war poverty. What 
they do well is show the effects of poverty on the population and the 
emphasis given to the special problems of women and blacks is to be 
welcomed. They show how both were disadvantaged even by the norms of 
the poor in the struggle for survival. Government policy, bureaucratic 
administration, middle-class responses, trades unions, the Labour party, 
political alignment in local government, and the sectarian character of the 
region all receive attention. At the level of providing local documentation 
of the tragedy of unemployment, this is a commendable work indeed and 
one certainly to be put on any reading list for the 1930s. The collective 
shows that it is aware of the trends in economic writing to consider the 
k big' picture to the detriment of individual misery, and they go some way 
towards redressing the balance.

Although the authors disclaim this as an academic study, it clearly shares 
many traits with more properly research-based works. It is not terribly 
evident what inclusion of wills of the rich contributes to the enterprise other 
than, of course, that the collective is against wealth. Also, it is curious that 
an investigation of the differing impact of unemployment-upon ethnic or 
religious groups, notably the Irish, is eschewed. Was the experience of the 
Irish, a disproportionately poor group, identical to that of others? What 
about the Welsh? The authors do not wholly ignore the ethnic-religious 
feature of the community, but like most socialists find themselves 
uncomfortable with the topic. Blacks, in contrast, fit the oppressed category 
much more neatly. Additionally, their dismissal of the allegation of 
malnutrition resulting from the nature of the working classes is 
unsatisfactory. Poverty may have lain at the root of the problem but, as 
many observers noted, the causes of malnutrition were more complex. 
Furthermore, as might be expected from this sort of committed history, 
there is plenty of venom about government neglect of unemployment but 
not much consideration of the possible alternatives.

University of North London and Concordia University, Alan O'Day 
Montreal
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Lancashire. Records of early English drama, ed. David George. Toronto. 
Canada: University of Toronto Press, 1991. cxxv + 471 pp. £85. ISBN 
0 8020 2862 4.

The REED format is now well established, this was their tenth volume. 
Records of early English drama aim to 'publish external evidence of 
dramatic, ceremonial, and minstrel activity in Great Britain before 1642'. 
With the exception of a few monastic records, the bulk of the material dates 
from the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries. The introduction 
comprises a well balanced historical summary of Lancashire in those 
centuries; followed by a useful survey of drama, music, and popular 
customs; descriptions of the documents; and an account of editorial 
methods. Then come 370 pages of printed, annotated extracts of 
documents. These vary from single entries from, e.g., the court leet records 
of Manchester, to multiple extracts from household records of the earls of 
Derby, or transcripts of court cases in the Duchy of Lancaster courts which 
mention dramatic activity. The volume concludes with English and Latin 
glossaries, and an index.

On the whole, the volume is aimed at students of English drama rather 
than at historians, though the boundary between the interests of historians and 
of English scholars would be very difficult to draw in this respect. The editor is 
conscious that so much of the record survives by accident or as the result of 
some process not directly produced by drama. So records which survive of a 
puritan Sabbatarian campaign of 1587/88 to eliminate 'ungodly' activity on 
Sundays, tell us, incidentally, about drama and music. The thirteen-page 
introduction on drama and music draws some useful conclusions from the 
assembled material. The existence of a playhouse at Prescot in the early 
seventeenth century is noted, and there is a helpful summary of the numbers 
and role of waits (watchmen/musicians) in the Lancashire towns.

A list of patrons and travelling companies of players, musician and actor 
entries extracted from parish registers, a judiciously cautious review of Robin 
Hood plays in Lancashire, and detail about other popular customs, as well as 
an account of musical and dramatic entertainments in the Isle of Man, are 
amongst a set of complementary appendices in the main body of documents.

Of course, some of these documents have been printed before (for 
example, some of the material from Liverpool Town Books), but the value 
of this collection is in its comprehensiveness. Every attempt is made to 
provide a proper context for the extracts which are lifted out in isolation 
from their parent source. The editor is aware that local historians will turn 
up chance references to occupations, or plays performed, or music made in 
other documents, and asks to be kept aware of such material (contact Dr 
Sally-Beth Maclean, REED, University of Toronto, Canada). The 
publication of this volume, together with those for Cumberland and 
Westmorland, and for Chester, which have already appeared, means that 
the North-West has readily available a formidable repository towards the 
entertainment history of the common people and aristocrats, and townsman 
and country dweller alike.

University of Manchester C. B. Phillips
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Man Crosby, The history of Preston guild: 800 rears of England's greatest carnival. 
Preston: Lancashire County Books, 199L vii + 264 pp. £16.95. ISBN 
1871236029.

This is an interesting and well written book, a welcome contribution to the 
history of Preston. The 1742 guild was the last which reflected the old. 
regulatory, medieval guild though there were a few flourishes oi the ancient 
weaponry of economic control in the late eighteenth century. Thereafter the 
Preston guild was a social event, dominated perhaps by county society in 
the eighteenth and early nineteenth century, but losing that domination as 
time passed. Even so, the earl of Derby walked in the 1922 guild procession. 
The guild survived the dissolution of the old corporation in 1835, and 
continued to be held every twenty years, although the sequence was 
dislocated by the Second World War. It also showed an ability to change as 
Preston's economy and society developed. So, Roman Catholic churches 
figured after 1842, trade unions had a place in the processions, and children 
and women too, with majorettes from Preston's French twin town appearing 
in 1972. The rise and fall of cotton in Preston can be followed in the guild 
events. Alan Crosby's study of the Preston guild emphasises the guild as a 
celebration, an entertainment, even before the demise of the guild's 
regulatory role in the eighteenth century. Five of the eight chapters could be 
categorized in this way, though proper attention is paid to planning the 
guild, and to financing it. It is, of course, much easier to study the guild in 
this way in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries; the first eye-witness 
description of a guild survives from that of 1682. Effective use is made of 
photographs and newspaper accounts. This is, then, more a history of 
Preston guild reflecting its late twentieth-century characteristics. Crosby's 
emphasis will find support amongst historians influenced by social 
anthropology, and no medieval or early-modern historian would dispute the 
importance of guild processions in urban life.

The first three chapters of the book deal effectively and judiciously with 
the administrative and regulatory features of the early guilds, as well as 
explaining how, between guilds, Preston corporation carried out the 
routines of economic and social control. Perhaps Crosby here places too 
much emphasis on the alleged constrictive function of guilds in the urban 
economy. His work on the later seventeenth century guilds shows just how 
profitable they could be to Preston corporation, and that is another theme 
well emphasized in the book, namely how the town benefited from the 
influx of visitors which each guild bought about one million came in 
1972.

Crosby's argument is that Preston guild is not a medieval relic, rather it 
is a living and adaptable descendant; by all accounts it has been a hugely 
enjoyable one!

University of Manchester C. B. Phillips


