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J. V. Pickstone, ed., Health, Disease and Medicine in Lancashire, 
7750-7950: Four Papers on Sources, Problems and Methods, 
Department of History of Science and Technology, UMIST, 
Occasional Publications, No. 2; £2.

'The four papers in this volume', writes J. V. Pickstone in his introduc 
tion, 'were written for a history workshop, arranged by the Department of 
History of Science and Technology at UMIST and by the Extra-Mural 
Studies Department of Manchester University. .. , Like the workshop, 
these papers are intended as an aid and encouragement for those engaged 
on or attracted by, such studies (of the socio-medical history of the 
North-West)'. The editor urges the historian to study medical institutions 
and practices in their wider context; both the object of study and the 
available evidence are historical products. These papers are intended to 
help students of the North-West to do this. On the whole, they are very 
useful, being clearly written and covering a variety of topics and 
approaches. The bookkt provides an introduction to 'sources, problems 
and methods' and includes some examples of their use.

The publication contains a fairly comprehensive bibliography of 'some 
books, articles and theses which assist with the study of the socio-medical 
history of Lancashire'. It lists works on: the study of medical history; 
historical demography; accounts of institutions, professions and reforms; 
the socio-medical history of Lancashire; and comparisons with North 
America. Perhaps room should have been found for some continental 
studies which would be at least as relevant as transatlantic perspectives. 
A few of the references given are accompanied by brief but instructive 
remarks and a more fully-annotated bibliography would have been 
welcome.

The second way this booklet provides a useful introduction is by giving 
a chronology of some selected areas of the socio-medical history of the 
North-West. J. V. Pickstone gives an admirable account of the develop 
ment of medical services in some Lancashire towns; E. Roberts, using 
the 'oral evidence of old people', sketches aspects of the use of official 
and unofficial medicine by the working class; M. Pooley describes the 
changing public health of Manchester; D. M. Jones analyses changes in 
the 'custody and care of the mentally ill'. As examples of socio-medical 
history, these papers are rather variable, and the sources, problems and 
methods are poorly integrated. The studies themselves rarely live up to 
the encouragement and framework provided by the 'Introduction'; 
perhaps more guidance should have been given in actually putting all the 
pieces together. As it is, readers must take the individual papers as 
examples of the genre and they may well be disappointed. In general, 
however, this is a very helpful booklet and one looks forward to seeing 
the publication of some of the systematic material from the UMIST 
project on the region's hospitals.

University of Liverpool ";".': . . Gerry Kearju
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D. A. Farnie, The Manchester Ship Canal and the Rise of 
the Port of Manchester, Manchester University Press, 1980, 
xii+ 187 pp. Price £14.50.

Although the story of the promotion and the construction of the Man 
chester Ship Canal has been well documented and recorded by contem 
porary writers and photographers, the subsequent history of the last great 
feat of Victorian civil engineering and municipal enterprise has never been 
fully related. It has been left to Dr Farnie to provide us with a detailed 
appraisal of the economic consequences of the Port of Manchester which 
was brought into being with the opening of the canal in 1894.

The first eighty-five years of the port's existence is a success story 
which the author eloquently recounts without involving the reader in a 
complicated financial and business history of events. Dr Farnie reviews 
developments in terms of staples of traffic and he outlines progress 
through the port's main trends in trading activity from the raw cotton 
and textile trades of the nineteenth century to the impact of the oil 
industry in the twentieth.

The work chronicles vigorous Mancunian energy and foresight. It 
traces the origins of the Port of Manchester from the 18903 when the 
city was emerging from serious industrial and commercial recession to 
become the most dynamic and indomitable municipality in the United 
Kingdom. To accomplish such transformation it was essential that the 
city should find a permanent solution to the problem of excessive transport 
charges which had bedevilled trade since the early years of the nineteenth 
century. It was contended 'that to turn out goods at a low figure from 
the looms and spindles of Manchester was of little account unless we can 
also carry them at a low figure to the place where they are wanted'. The 
Ship Canal succeeded in its primary objective in bringing about the 
permanent reduction of railway charges and it provided a terminal for 
large ocean going vessels which enjoyed the same freight rates as the 
ports on the seaboard. But the creation of a thriving port was not 
achieved when the sea was brought to Manchester for success depended 
upon the establishment of a vast new complex of supporting industry, 
warehousing, storage facilities and a network of dock communications. 
The new port had also to attract and preserve business in the face of 
intense competition from the long established ports of the kingdom.

Dr Farnie takes us briskly from the early days of Liverpool hostility, 
railway opposition and state indifference to the triumphant period when 
the Port of Manchester ranked fourth among the major ports of Britain. 
The author sketches the role played by Marshall Stevens, the General 
Manager of the Ship Canal Company, in bringing into existence the great 
industrial estate at Trafford Park. The transformation of a feudal estate 
into one of the world's most successful trading areas was to become of 
vital importance in the competition between Great Britain and its rival 
trading nations and the contribution made by the estate to the war effort 
in two world conflicts is incalculable. Readily adapting to the changes 
which were demanded by war and the technological revolution, Trafford 
Park remains a great national asset and a tribute to the prevision of its 
promoter. From the beginning the Ship Canal Company was fortunate 
in possessing managers and directors of extraordinary talent and the 
account of their aspirations, faith and justified optimism is presented 
with a skilful analysis of the results of their efforts to secure and diversify 
the commerce of the port.
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The linear port of Manchester from its canal terminus at Eastham to 

the inland docks at Manchester is 35^ miles in length and most of the 
recent major developments have taken place at the seaward end. The 
great oil boom of the last fifty years with its consequences for the port 
conclude Dr Farnie's history. He depicts the canal company's determina 
tion to keep abreast of rapidly changing events by providing accommoda 
tion for the largest tanker ships capable of navigating the Mersey to 
Eastham. In 1954 the construction of the Queen Elizabeth II oil dock 
at the entrance to the canal enabled the Port of Manchester to regain 
its former position as the second oil port of the United Kingdom but 
within the next decade the prospects for continued expansion receded 
with the advent of the 200,000 ton super tanker which could only be 
catered for at anchorages of exceptional depth off Anglesey. However, in 
1977 the construction of the Shell Company's oil pipeline from Amlwch 
to Stanlow made the refinery there the largest in Britain. The difficulties 
presented by the era of the super tanker may have been resolved to the satis 
faction of the Canal Company but the problems created by the increased 
size of dry cargo vessels remain. Unfortunately, the late nineteenth century 
concept of a very large merchant vessel being about 10,000 tons cannot 
be reconciled with twentieth century ship size and one suspects that the 
rise of the Port of Manchester may now have reached its zenith. It might 
be argued that it is not the role of the historian to predict the course 
of future events but as far as its inland docks are concerned, the decline 
of the port might be beginning at the very point at which Dr Farnie ends 
his history.

The book's illustrative material is good with useful graphs, tables and 
maps which provide instant summary of events and trends and there are 
two dozen photographs which enhance the work but some of them 
are of doubtful relevance as they are concerned with the construction of 
the canal and so contravene Dr Farnie's declared intention of considering 
events only from the time the waterway was opened for traffic.

This is a first-rate history of the Port of Manchester. It is succinctly 
told and is based primarily upon manuscript material. Without doubt it 
is a work which will become an essential source of reference not only for 
the student of transport history but also for historians in general.

City of Liverpool College of Higher Education H. F. Starkey

R. S. Fitzgerald, Liverpool Road Station, Manchester: An 
historical and architectural survey, Royal Commission on 
Historical Monuments, Supplementary Series No. i, Manchester 
University Press in association with Royal Commission on 
Historical Monuments and Greater Manchester Council, Man 
chester, 1980, viii + 64 pp. Price £i 1.50 hardback, £5.90 paper 
back.

The first bill to secure a railway between Liverpool and Manchester, 
based on George Stephenson's survey, failed due to poor surveying which 
local interests were able to exploit. A subsequent survey by Vignoles was 
necessary to overcome opposition, though in doing so it used a more 
difficult route and terminated on the Salford side of the Irwell. The route 
finally chosen followed Vignole's entry into Salford, but then swung
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south-east and crossed the Irwell to achieve the Manchester terminus 
originally intended. Here is a good, brief treatment of the planning 
considerations involved in the Manchester 'end' of the L. & M. Though 
much of the story is already known, Mr Fitzgerald writes with clarity, 
freshness and insight. Consideration is given to the relative importance of 
empiricism and applied science in Stephenson's methods, the combination 
of inexperience, talent and youth in his staff, and the relatively small 
influence of canal interests in determining the shape of the final con 
struction.

The chief attraction of this book, however, is its treatment of selected 
industrial archaeological relics. The L. & M. required civil engineering 
more complex than anything Stephenson had attempted before, and 
indeed his contribution to the constructions examined here seems to have 
been relatively slight. Two bridges are chosen for special attention. The 
Irwell bridge, most complex of over sixty on the line, was a twin-arched 
skew bridge built on Chapman's method and eventually costing four 
times Stephenson's original estimate (Stephenson left design draftsmanship 
to an employee and contracted out the building). The Water Street 
bridge was a cast-iron level-beam bridge, probably the first to use the 
Hodgkinson (parabolic) beam. The decision to save overall height by 
providing a minimum iyft. road clearance by a level beam instead of 
an arch is here ascribed to the 'need to conciliate external interests' 
(p. 21), but it would seem that since the canal clearance of the Irwell 
bridge was agft., the fact that the rail level on the Water Street bridge was 
'far in excess of that prevailing on the Irwell Bridge only seventy yards 
away' was as much to do with local topography as with the Mancunian's 
insistence on being able to walk under the Water Street bridge without 
stooping.

The L. & M.'s decision to act as carrier, rather than mere provider 
of locomotive power and track, made it more similar to the navigation 
companies than to the Stockton and Darlington, and its warehouses 
followed closely the design of canal warehouse that had evolved by the 
18205, a point shown by Fitzgerald with detail and clarity. With the 
station itself, the company was on less charted ground, but here again 
no special problems seem to have been encountered; indeed, it 'cannot 
be said that the question of the design of the station bulked large in the 
Company's deliberations' (p. 52), as witnessed by the fact that no 
elaborate facilities for arrivals from Liverpool were made until late in 
1837. Nevertheless, along with Crown Street in Liverpool the station 
became a model for 'much of the first generation of stations' (p. 58).

The Manchseter end of the L. & M. seems to have posed few new 
problems in civil engineering, and the buildings erected at the terminus 
do not seem to have been designed with any radically new approach to 
prompt bulk handling of goods and people. Even so, the station's 
historic importance amply justifies this full industrial archaeological 
survey. Mr Fitzgerald's painstaking reconstruction is splendidly illustrated 
with photographs, maps and, above all, a magnificent series of scale 
drawings. The immediate visual impact of these drawings doubtless hides 
the large labour which has gone into their preparation. Author, publisher 
and printer are all to be applauded for this attractive and enjoyable 
work.

University of Manchester A. J. Marrison
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B. E. Harris, ed., The Victoria History of the County of Chester, 
HI, published for the Institute of Historical Research by Oxford 
University Press, 1980, xvi + 276 pp. Price £48.

It is pleasing to report that the Victoria History of Cheshire is main 
taining its production target by issuing its second published volume 
(Volume III in the series) within a year of the first. By doing so the 
editor keeps faith with its sponsors the Cheshire County Council and the 
Leverhulme Trust, and encourages readers to wait patiently for the fruits 
of research to mature and reap the harvest in the foreseeable future. 
Nevertheless, the need to keep to a time-table inevitably imposes con 
straints on the collection of evidence, and one indication of this can be 
found in the footnote to the study of Chester Cathedral - the prime source, 
the Chapter Act Books, could only be consulted through transcripts, 
because circumstances prevented their use at the critical time. It is a 
reminder that, extensive as is the assembly of evidence, shown by the 
ubiquitous footnote, complete documentation is not always practicable.

The volume deals with the religious and educational history of the 
county and diocese. It is a pioneer work giving for the first time an 
authoritative and connected account of the administration of the diocese 
and of the archdeaconry of Chester in Lichfield diocese, which preceded 
it. Advantage has been taken of the quantities of official records made 
accessible through deposit in the Borthwick Institute and the Cheshire 
Record Office (to name the principal repositories) in the last three 
decades. This profusion of source material has already attracted a few 
scholars, whose labours are duly noted and used, but the weight of their 
studies lies in the i6th and iyth centuries. In fact the period of rapid 
change and innovation forced by industrialisation and huge increases in 
population which made Chester one of the most populous dioceses in 
the igth century, is badly served by the surviving administrative records, 
and much of ecclesiastical policy in the first half of that century is 
charted by reference to the charges of successive bishops. A major step 
towards a more responsive administration was the mid-century creation of 
new dioceses within the sprawling boundaries of Chester, Ripon in 1836, 
Manchester in 1849 and Liverpool in 1880, with peripheral adjustments 
for Cumbrian and Welsh parishes.

Against this background of administrative change, the reaction of the 
bishop and his clergy to the ecclesiastical concerns and issues of the 
times is admirably portrayed. The sympathy of the clergy which were 
strongly in favour of non-jurors in Queen Anne's reign continues predict 
ably conservative into the 2Oth century, showing itself not least in the 
tenacity with which the church schools were supported and have survived 
today.

The section on Cheshire's Religious Houses, contributed by Dr Anne 
Kettle, is a welcome and authoritative statement of our present know 
ledge in this area. Cheshire had few foundations, and none outstanding 
in size or cultural contribution, so that the list of solitary religious - 
hermits, anchorites and recluses - noted in the introduction comes as a 
piquant addition to our knowledge - some inevitably known only by their 
abuse of privilege. John Benet of St James, Chester for instance comes 
down to us accused of receiving robbers, and keeping a brothel. A happy 
feature of this section is the lists of heads of houses appended to each 
history, a practice one would have liked to be extended to other sections 
for convenience of reference. In this case the evidence is so scattered and
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often uncertain, that these lists now provide an indispensable reference 
tool for medieval studies.

One could have wished for a little more attention to have been given 
to the short-lived priory at Mobberley - comparable to that given to the 
equally short-lived priory at Warburton. The recent reappearance of the 
Mobberley foundation charters, which are described in some detail by 
Ormerod, suggests that an opportunity has been lost to reassess Leycester's 
view that the priory, or cell of Rocester Abbey, was given up because 
of irregularities of endowment. Ormerod, in his convoluted way, argues 
against it; and there is nothing in the charters to suggest irregularity, 
though of course, no evidence is known to have survived to tell us how 
the Mobberleys reacquired their gift. On analogy with Warburton it 
could be by surrender or sale.

In this section one mistake in territorial ascription seems to have 
escaped the editor, followed by the indexer. The lands and rents in 
Seacombe, Barnston and Leftwich, part of the endowment of Birkenhead 
Priory are to be found in Cheshire, not Lancashire.

Roman Catholicism and Protestant Nonconformity are dealt with 
in two general articles, involving substantial original research. Scattered 
centres of recusancy change to an established hierarchy and parochial 
organisation of Roman Catholicism in the igth century, coinciding with 
an expansion in numbers attributable largely to Irish immigration. Non 
conformity was much more widely based, with congregations of the Old 
Dissent and of Quakers traced back to the Interregnum. Their wide 
spread decline in the i8th century led almost to their supersession by 
Methodism, which by 1851 could claim more than 400 places of worship, 
almost double those of the Church of England at the time. The divisions 
of Methodism, if nothing else, ensured that in spite of strong central 
organisation, it could never become the new Establishment. By mid igth 
century, the tide was running strongly again for the Congregationalists 
and Baptists, before the general decline in church attendance set in after 
the First World War. The excellence of the description of organisation 
and development of the different churches contrasts with the paucity of 
information on the distinctive features of belief and doctrine which gives 
meaning to the different religious groupings and explains their existence, 
for here they are distinguished only by their opposition to the Established 
Church.

A general article on Education before 1903, by David Wardle, followed 
by individual histories of the principal grammar schools, compiled by 
Alan Thacker, concludes the volume, which is completed with a full and 
informative general index.

The cost of this volume although only £3 up on the last one, remains 
beyond the reach of the private pocket. Some counties are experimenting 
with the issue for sale of individual sections in reduced format, since 
offprints are regarded as uneconomic. It would be an encouragement to 
the staff of the Cheshire History to learn that there was a demand for 
sectional publication, and thus make the History more widely available, 
commensurate with the public money involved in its compilation.

Cheshire Record Office B. C. Redwood



Reviews 199

D. A. Gowland: Methodist Secessions, The Origins of Free 
Methodism in Three Lancashire Towns (The Chetham Society, 
1979), £10.

This book is the fruits of a Manchester Ph.D. thesis, the research for 
which was undertaken a decade ago. Dr Gowland assists the non- 
Methodist reader by carefully filling in the national background in his 
first two chapters before working round to Lancashire which took the 
lead in the radical revolts against the all-powerful ministers of the 
Wesleyan body, backed as these were by the social prestige of the wealthier 
lay elements in the chapels. Two years were decisive, and both were 
politically sensitive, underlining the close linkage between Methodist 
domestic contretemps and events on the national political scene. The 
Associationists of 1834 and the Wesleyan Reformers of 1849 eventually 
combined in 1857 into the United Methodist Free Churches which lasted 
till a wider union of 1907 renamed them the United Methodist Church 
which was in turn absorbed into the Methodist Church in 1932.

Dr Gowland's main concern is with the Associationists of 1834 and 
their activities in three towns. In Manchester he shows how their protest 
was a conservative appeal to an imagined 'original' Methodism of the 
Wesley brothers, and the protestors were drawn in general from a declin 
ing economic sector. In Rochdale on the other hand the disaffection was 
radical and voluntaryist in tone, scarcely distinguishable from the ethos 
of other forms of Dissent, Congregational or Baptist: here the founders of 
the great Baillie St chapel were wealthy and powerful, an alternative 
elite to the town's Anglican controlling group. In Liverpool the movement 
gathered together an extraordinary collection of self-propagandists and 
misfits, and Association rallies with their tear-jerking sentimentalism, 
bawling and brawling, character assassination and general unpleasantness 
were not rendered any more harmonious by the actions of Picton of 
Library fame, one of the leading rebels. Two concluding chapters deal 
with the political and social aspects of the schism, the Associationists' 
opposition to the establishment principle, their leanings towards American- 
style revivalism and the temperance movement and with their hostility 
to state patronage of education. Throughout the book the underlying class 
bases of Wesleyan and Free Methodism are thoroughly explored.

Methodist Secessions is not an easy book to read, but the effort is 
worthwhile, for Dr Gowland enhances greatly our understanding of a 
chapter in Methodist history when attention is straitly focused on 
Lancashire. If there are any criticisms to be made they are two in 
number. First the author writes from an uncomfortably High Wesleyan 
standpoint, and is rather unfair to the Associationists, outrageous though 
some of them could be. Free Methodism after all lasted and later 
expanded: there is little here to suggest that it was anything more than a 
pathetic and uncomprehending splinter-group protest movement against 
a doctrine of the pastoral office familiar enough to Catholics and 
Anglicans, and certainly nothing to indicate that it could have remained 
in being for more than a couple of decades. Perhaps Dr Gowland would 
care to write another book on the later stabilisation of the body and its 
period of maximum usefulness in the 70*5, 8o's and go's. Secondly while 
Manchester, Rochdale and Liverpool are rightly seen as the spearheads 
of the movement, it would be quite wrong to think they were the only 
centres in the North West. Why for example were towns like Sandbach 
and Rawtenstall so prominent in Free Methodism, and why in others like
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Warrington did it never get off the ground? There is material here for 
further exploration.

But these are suggestions rather than adverse comment on what must 
be seen as a major contribution to both the history of Methodism and 
of the North West. We are fortunate indeed in this area to possess in 
the Chetham Society a body without which Historical research of this 
nature would never be seen in print.

North Cheshire College     lan Sellers


