
DAVID BRINDLEY'S LIVERPOOL: AN ASPECT OF 
URBAN SOCIETY IN THE 18805

BY R. LAWTON, M.A. AND C. G. POOLEY, B.A.

r~T'HE raw material of social studies, whether sociological, 
-1- historical or geographical, is the individual. For recent and 

contemporary times evidence of the activities of the individual 
is voluminous. Written and statistical records are abundant; and 
to these can be added data collected by questionnaire surveys 
from which we may not only gather basic facts but, to some 
extent, assess individual perceptions and motivations.

In past societies, even those of the fairly recent past, the indivi 
dual tends to merge into the collective anonymity of statistical 
generalisation. Thus, though Victorian society is well-documented 
through censuses and other official statistics, government enquiries 
and reports, 1 and contemporary writings, it is often difficult to 
interpret the motives and behaviour of the individual. Even for 
public figures information on the daily pattern of life is lacking 
and such information is even more sparse for ordinary folk. 2 Yet 
to understand past societies an attempt must be made to examine 
the everyday life and behaviour of all classes of society, the 
humble as well as the great and famous.

In our study of the social geography of nineteenth-century 
Merseyside we have relied heavily upon census material, especially 
the enumerators' books of the four censuses of iS/^i-yi. 3 These 
manuscript returns may be studied at the level of the individual, 
or utilised to form aggregate variables describing the social struc 
ture of the city. 4

Even using such detailed information, it is difficult to build a 
truly dynamic picture of early- and mid-Victorian society. The 
view is confined to particular points in time-midnight on census 
night once in a decade; it is a still in what is essentially a moving 
picture. To complement such data, individual case histories have 
an important part to play in two ways: first, by linking together 
static pictures from the censuses and other general sources; 
secondly, by shedding light on the daily activities of individuals,
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at home and at work. Both help in understanding contemporary 
society, in assessing the effects of contemporary conditions upon 
the life of the individual, and both add important detail to the 
more usual aggregate analyses. Of a number of such documents 
drawn to our atttention in the early stages of our work, the most 
valuable have been personal diaries, one of which is the basis 
of this account of working-class life in late-Victorian Liverpool. 5

II

The diary covers the period 1856-91 and was kept by David 
Brindley who was born of farming stock at Bosley, near Maccles- 
field, Cheshire, on 2 September 1856. Although a few basic facts 
are given about his family and early life, the major part of the 
record concerns the ten years from January 1882, when Brindley 
moved to Liverpool, to 23 February 1891, when entries end 
abruptly, the most detailed account being for the years from the 
summer of 1885. The record was obviously set down over a short 
period of time in the form of 'notes' written in a demi-octavo 
notebook. The entries are sparse for the earlier years and are 
often not in chronological order. Details of a personal and family 
nature are often indiscriminately mixed with references to public 
events, addresses of friends, notes concerning books and even 
herbal remedies, and the lack of a day-to-day record shows that 
it was not kept as systematically as a diary. The style of writing, 
which is fluent and literate, the layout and the ink are remarkably 
uniform, suggesting that it may have been selectively extracted 
from other diaries or fragmentary records in similar notebooks. 8

While far from comprehensive, chronologically, the notebook 
tells us much about the man, his life and his home, both directly 
and indirectly, and Brindley and his friends emerge with con 
siderable clarity in an apparently valid picture of 'respectable' 
working-class life in the Liverpool of the i88os. Of the many 
possible methods of analysis, we have chosen to emphasise spatial 
patterns and social and economic aspects in the context of con 
temporary Merseyside. Three themes run through the analysis 
of Brindley's life: first, the social position of David Brindley and 
his workmates as shown by his attitudes, life style and employ 
ment; secondly, the personal mobility or 'action space' 7 of 
Brindley, both within his local community and over a wider area; 
and, thirdly, the attitudinal information relating to his perception 
of Merseyside and his fellow citizens. Throughout we emphasise 
general implications rather than individual detail and the 'action 
space' and 'life space' rather than local topography or chrono 
logy.
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III

David Brindley was born on 2 September 1856, at Minn End 
Farm, Bosley, Cheshire, son of Henry Brindley, farmer. Baptised 
at St Mary's Church, Bosley, he was educated at Bosley National 
School and moved with his family to Chartley Manor Farm near 
Stafford in March 1874. After his father's death in January 1877 
the family moved in the following March to Bishton Lane Farm 
near Colwich, Staffordshire, which his eldest brother William 
and his mother farmed as co-tenants of Sir Charles Michael 
Wolseley. David seems to have tried his hand at farming, or more 
likely market gardening, by renting Wolseley Hall Garden near 
Colwich from 3 January to 25 November 1881. Whether this ven 
ture was unsuccessful or whether other factors led to his leaving 
his home area we cannot say, but, after drifting around for a 
couple of months, variously at Alton Towers, Macclesfield, Bosley 
and, early in 1882, at Manchester, he went to stay with his Aunt 
Olive Hulme in Liverpool around 14 January 1882.

Aunt Olive, who figures prominently in this story and whose 
daughter, Annie, David was to marry in 1887, was probably his 
father's sister. Her husband, John Hulme, was a Liverpool police 
man. Doubtless the presence in Liverpool of a close relative 
attracted David to Merseyside. Though the Potteries and Man 
chester were closer targets for migration from east Cheshire and 
north-east Staffordshire, there were long-standing links between 
the north-west Midlands and Merseyside, and such rural-urban 
migration was an important component in the growth of Liver 
pool throughout the nineteenth century. 8 Although some of the 
detail is uncertain, Brindley's family tree has been reconstructed 
from references in the diary9 (Figure 6). All the brothers seemed 
to have remained farmers in their home area and Brindley helped 
with the harvest on one of his holidays (in September 1885). 
Thus it was David who was the migrant, one of many who 
moved from the countryside to the town in the depressed 18705 
and i88os.10

Having left home late in 1881, on 31 January 1882 Brindley 
took a job at 'W. Alderson's milk house', as he describes it, in 
Brookhill Road, Bootle. Such towns dairies had long been a 
feature of Liverpool and until well after the first world war they 
provided a considerable share of the fresh milk supply of the 
city. 11 David worked at Alderson's for six months and, after a 
brief stay with Aunt Olive, moved to another dairy in Woodville 
Terrace, Anfield. He stayed there only a few weeks before finally 
leaving that dairy and taking a job as a railway porter at the 
Canada Dock Goods Station of the London and North Western
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Railway on 10 October 1882. Here he was to remain in various 
capacities throughout the period, to 1891, covered by the diary. 

The information for the period 1882 to 1885 is relatively 
sparse. He possibly lodged with a family called Brown at 22 
Hamilton Road, Everton, a street of bye-law houses built in the 
i86os, but already a pattern of life was being established in 
which the Hulme family (Aunt Olive) and, in particular, Cousin 
Annie played a focal part12 (Figure 6).

IV

Brindley's pattern of life focused mainly on the Everton- 
Kirkdale area in which most of his friends and acquaintances 
lived and where, despite frequent changes of residence, he him 
self remained both in his bachelor days and in his early married 
life. His residential mobility was characterised by frequent short- 
distance moves betwen rented accommodation (both lodgings 
and, after marriage, houses) within a restricted area (Table One 
and Figure 7).

Though the precise location of his lodgings between 1882 and 
1886 is uncertain, just before his marriage he was with the 
Hulmes at 68 Everton Brow (demolished c. 1968) and moved 
with them twice in the next few months to 56 Landseer Road, 
on 31 August 1886, and again on 8 December 1886 to 13 Went- 
worth Street. Perhaps the instability of the Hulmes' residential 
pattern at this time was due to an accident following which John 
Hulme was pensioned off from the police late in 1885 or early 
in 1886. But, equally, it is apparent from David and Annie's 
residential mobility after marriage, and from that of many of 
their friends, that moving house was characteristic of working- 
class Victorian life. There was generally an adequate supply of 
rented terrace housing at fairly comparable rents (in David 
Brindley's case at 53. to 53. 6d. per week)13 and, in Brindley's 
case, residential movement was wholly in the Everton-Kirkdale 
area14 which formed the 'action space' of Brindley and his circle. 
References to friends' removals indicate similar residential 
mobility, confirming the evidence from other studies of internal 
mobility within nineteenth-century cities, including Merseyside. 15

The character of, and changes in, accommodation after his 
marriage in June 1887 are interesting, not least in contrast to 
the present-day situation. The greater part of the housing stock 
of nineteenth-century cities was in the privately-rented sector. 
Many families rented apartments or were lodgers (as the census 
enumerators' books show).10 David and Annie started married 
life in this category at 14 Mere Lane but, 'besieged by bugs' as



154 Erindley's Liverpool
TABLE ONE

David Brindley. Residential mobility i882-i8go

Move 
No.

i

2

3*

4*

5

6

7

8

9

10

ii

12

Address

Milkhouse
i Brookhill Road, Bootle.
Milkhouse 
103-105 Woodville Terrace,
Everton.
22 Hamilton Road, 
Everton.
42 Langham Street, 
Everton.
68 Everton Brow, 
Everton.
56 Landseer Road, 
Everton.
13 Wentworth Street, 
Everton.
14 Mere Lane, 
Everton.
64 Rumney Road, 
Kirkdale.
29 Norgate Street, 
Everton.
22 Norgate Street, 
Everton.
8 Downing Street, 
Everton.

Distance 
moved 

(metres)

4,200

800

1,650

2,300

600

140

500

1,500

960

25

95°

Duration 
of residence

(days)

206

36

Approx. 3 '25 years

Approx. 163 days

79

99

'99

'4

93

198

798

* Information for moves 3 and 4 is inconclusive.

he records it, they moved after only two weeks to lodge at 64 
Rumney Road, a fairly substantial terrace house, with a Mr and 
Mrs H. A. Lewis, who were to remain goods friends of the couple.

On 10 October 1887 David and Annie rented their first home 
at 29 Norgate Street at 55. 6d. per week. This house, just south 
of Stanley Park, was newly built in 1887 and was in a rapidly 
expanding residential area of the 18705 and i88os. 1T Norgate 
Street consists of typical two up, two down, working-class terrace 
houses in a fairly quiet area. Though No. 29 had an apparently 
esteemed corner position, only six months later, on 22 April 
1888, the Brindleys moved across the road to No. 22. No specific 
reason was given for this, or any other move recorded in the 
diary.18

The need for close contact with relatives and friends must 
have been a major constraint on movement, as must have been 
distance from work. All Brindley's homes were within walking 
distance (c. i\ miles) of his work at Canada Dock Goods 
Station.19 Later in the period covered by the diary they moved
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DAVID BRINDLEY 
RESIDENTIAL MOBILITY 1882-1890

3 Place of residence 

 ^ Residential move

Figure 7
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nearer to Annie's parents, and rented 8 Downing Street on 26 
June 1890, a somewhat older house, built probably a little before 
1870. This move may have reflected improving relations between 
David and his parents-in-law20 who at this time lived just around 
the corner in Landseer Road.

All these houses were rented at 55. 6d. per week. This repre 
sented perhaps 15-20 per cent of his income. 21 The closeness with 
which this fitted the working man's budget is perhaps seen in 
the episode relating to a house at 52 Vicar Road, Cabbage Hall, 
an end house with outbuildings, stable, greenhouse, pigeon house, 
chicken pens, etc. Although the rental, 13 pounds per year, was 
within his income, the 12 pounds asked for outbuildings could 
not be raised, clearly to their disappointment.

The four-stage pattern of residential mobility seen in these 
moves must have been typical of many migrants to nineteenth- 
century cities: first, bachelor lodgings, initially with relatives; 
then, secondly, with a landlord; thirdly, following marriage (and 
briefly in Brindley's case) in rented apartments; fourthly 
(and finally), in a series of rented houses, all in the same locality 
and of a similar style and cost. This pattern of residential mobility 
and standard of housing seems to be typical of the late-Victorian 
working class in Liverpool, or at least the more prosperous among 
them. The housing market responded to the demand engendered 
by providing the mass of bye-law terraces which blanket much of 
north Liverpool and which are typical of considerable areas of 
all large nineteenth-century towns. 22

V

David Brindley commenced work at Canada Dock Goods 
Station on 10 October 1882. His initial wage was 21 shillings per 
week, raised to 24 in May 1883. Unfortunately there is no fur 
ther specific mention of wages, though one supposes they must 
have been about 30 shillings per week in his early married life. 23 
Precise knowledge of the pattern of his job is fragmentary. In 
the early stages he was probably simply a porter, and is, indeed, 
described as 'railway porter' in the entry in St Nicholas' Church 
marriage register. There are occasional references to cargo hand 
ling and to work as a deliverer and much of his work was con 
cerned with the handling of food, especially meat imports, 
although there is reference also to work at the Grain Quay. How 
ever, Brindley was a responsible man of some education, as the 
literacy of his diary shows, and not surprisingly he was given 
more responsible work, for example as a cargo checker; thus in 
December 1888, he records that he acted 'as contractor' at
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Canada Dock Station. From that time he seems to have been 
in charge whenever his supervisor was away.

Brindley was favoured among the Liverpool working class in 
the regularity and relative security of his job, especially as com 
pared with dock labourers. 24 The railway was a good employer: 
it provided side benefits such as free or cheap railway passes; 
there was a sense of community among workers and supervisory 
staff, as witness the interest Brindley took in testimonials for 
retiring managerial staff; there were outings and a system of 
regular leave. 25 Working conditions were, however, hazardous. 
Accidents are frequently recorded, mostly broken limbs from 
falling cargo, though some were serious from machinery which 
maimed for life. Hours of work seem to have been long and 
often irregular. Brindley was often still at work when visitors 
called at his home as late as 8 o'clock in the evening, and on 
one occasion he records that he worked 32 hours without break 
checking a cargo of sheep at Bramley Moore Dock. Security of 
tenure was reasonable, but misdemeanour was likely to be 
punished by instant dismissal and a number of such cases, 
especially for drunkenness, are recorded. Not surprisingly, in 
view of some aspects of working conditions, not least in the face 
of the discharge by the L. & N.W. Railway in September 1889 
of all men who were over 40 years old on joining the Company,26 
Brindley became a union man in September 1890. Altogether 
the general picture which emerges of David Brindley, the work 
man, is of someone who is proud of his work, who rarely com 
plains, and is willing to take some responsibility, but who is well 
aware of his rights as a member of the newly-formed Railway 
Union.27

VI

As seen in his choice of residence, Brindley's day-to-day world 
 and that of his friends-was strongly focused on the Everton- 
Kirkdale area. 28 Nearly all the places recorded in the diary as 
visited were within a two-mile radius of his home, whether these 
were to friends, shops, entertainment or church. Daily journeys 
to work, to shop or simply for walks are not well recorded: but 
the more particular no doubt stands for the general. While short- 
distance movement predominated in his daily and recreational 
mobility, there was a significant proportion of longer-distance 
moves, though these were perhaps more frequent than for most 
working-class people because Brindley's cheap railway passes 
allowed him to move freely on the railways. Long-distance move 
ment (Figure 8) was dominated by visits to relatives in Stafford 
shire, emphasising the close ties of kin for the urban migrant.29
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DAVID BRINDLEY 
ZONES OF DAILY MOVEMENT 1882-1890

|:-v?!y.-;v-J Zone of frequent moves
K^;:1 (approximately<2 miles radius) 

Longer distance moves

Frequency of entries 
occurring in diary:.

Evertonand 
Kirkdale

Seacomb 

Birkenheadj

Raby Eastham 

Nestori

Colwich 
(5taffs)\

Figure 8



Brindley's Liverpool 159

Other long-distance moves were to Southport (by rail), to Frod- 
sham and Llangollen (both church outings), and the L. & N.W. 
servants' trip to London in September 1887. In the Merseyside 
area Brindley moved mainly on foot to visit friends (as to the 
Morris's in Mossley Hill), or occasionally used public transport to 
cross the river for day trips to Raby Mere, Rock Ferry, New 
Brighton and Birkenhead Park, or to visit friends at Skelmersdale.

The closeness of the community in which David Brindley lived, 
and the small area encompassed by his 'action space', is also 
emphasised by the pattern of his shopping trips which, though 
patchily recorded, give useful information especially on the pur 
chase of larger items. Presumably local shopping was done by 
Annie as near to home as possible, much of it one suspects, when 
at Norgate Street, on Blessington Road (still a small local shop 
ping centre today) or in the more important shopping area of 
Walton Road. For more special purchases they also shopped in 
Breck Road (for music), in Scotland Road (for furnishings and a 
piano) and on Brunswick Road (for second-hand clothes). The 
city is rarely mentioned for shopping at first, though he notes that 
he bought his wife's wedding ring at Ball's the jeweller in London 
Road. By 1889, however, a trip to the city on a Saturday night for 
shopping is mentioned and later, in 1890, when a niece visits him, 
they take her on a Saturday evening to Lewis's, one of the early 
multiple stores exploiting the growing mass consumption potential 
of the working classes rather than of the middle classes alone. 30

There is mention of infrequent visits to concerts and panto 
mimes, mainly in the locality, though, especially before his mar 
riage, an occasional trip would be made to a city theatre. If 1889 
can be taken as typical, three such events are recorded: a St 
Augustine's people's concert at Liverpool Collegiate School in 
Shaw Street; a Good Friday concert at St Chad's School; and a 
Whit Gala and Bazaar, for Stanley Hospital in Stanley Park.

Music played an important part in Brindley's life, not only as 
a listener but as a performer. He mentions playing on St 
Timothy's Church organ; he bought the family harmonium at 
the sale of his mother's property; and he advised friends on the 
purchase of a piano. Later on, in July 1890, he himself bought a 
piano at Cranes in Scotland Road and gave piano lessons. Music 
in the home was obviously of great importance to him. 31

The church played an important part in his personal and 
social life. He was baptised and confirmed, probably at the age 
of 17, into the Church of England and remained a regular 
churchgoer even after his removal to Liverpool, where he may 
have been encouraged in continuance of religious observance by 
his aunt's family also being churchgoers. In this he is far from
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typical of the working class as a whole, if the evidence of the 
1851 religious census and contemporary views, such as those 
revealed by the Liverpool Daily Post censuses of religious worship 
of 1881, 1891 and 1902 are to be believed. In this, as in other 
respects, he may be thought of as 'superior' or 'decent' working 
class. While there are no direct personal references to religious 
beliefs, the noting of texts in the diary, his comments on biblical 
passages, the purchase of a Bible for Cousin Annie on her twenty- 
first birthday, his interest in church music and the like make it 
clear that the Christian faith was a matter of both belief and 
practice for him.

In his bachelor days, in 1885-6, Brindley attended St 
Timothy's Church and went to church picnics and socials. But 
he also attended special functions elsewhere (e.g. the Harvest 
Festival at St George's, Everton, in September 1886), and went to 
hear the 'Gt. Dr. Howe' preach at Queen's Road Presbyterian 
Church of England. He was married in St Nicholas' Church, 
perhaps out of a desire to wed in a smart church, but after his 
marriage he and his wife regularly attended St Chad's Mission 
Church, Everton Valley, which no doubt had a mainly working- 
class congregation and where he was also a member of the 
Tontine. 32 However, on occasion, their churchgoing ranged fur 
ther afield to St Margaret's, Anfield, and St Augustine's, Shaw 
Street. It is difficult to judge the frequency of Brindley's church- 
going: the services recorded tend to be those at the main festivals, 
but there seems every likelihood that the Brindleys attended regu 
larly. The pattern of Brindley's links with the church underlines 
the fact that churchgoing was largely confined to the locality in 
which people lived. 33 Certainly after their move to Downing Street 
the mention of attendance at St Saviour's, Breck Road, seems to 
suggest a shift of allegiance to a nearby church, though a dispute 
with the vicar of St Chad's over the friendly society may have had 
something to do with it.

VII

During the last couple of years covered in the diary, the 
Brindleys had a wide circle of friends and acquaintances. While 
most day-to-day social contacts must have gone unrecorded, 
there is a sufficient number of references to give us a good idea 
of the range and nature of the Brindleys' circle. Moreover, we 
learn indirectly through his notes on the jobs, problems, and 
movements of house of friends a little more of working-class life, 
thus widening our view of the Liverpool of the period.

Initially his range of contacts was small. The Boyes family of
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Skelmersdale, either close friends or possibly relatives of the 
Hulmes, are mentioned frequently and often visited. His girl 
friends seem to have been mostly daughters or relatives of work 
ing-class neighbours: one, a Miss E. M. Gallagher, was a servant 
at the Marleys of 42 Langham Street where he had lodgings in 
1885-6.

The closest relationships, however, were with the Hulme 
family, especially Cousin Annie. From late in 1885, David 
increasingly saw more of her until on 10 March 1886 he writes: 
'Cousin Annie to Rook End-her grandmother's . . . Left me a 
note confessing love before she went...'. In May 1887 their 
banns were called at St Nicholas' Church and on 13 June 
1887 David and Annie were married there. The register records 
the marriage as between David Brindley (aged 30), bachelor, 
railway porter, and Annie Hulme (aged 23), spinster, no occupa 
tion. 3 ' There is an odd feature in the registration: both parties 
gave their address as Ormond Street, 33 close to Exchange Station. 
Whether this was a convenience address to permit banns being 
called at St Nicholas' or whether it implies opposition to the wed 
ding by the Hulmes we cannot say. 36 Whatever the reasons it is 
clear that David's relations with his parents-in-law were poor for 
the first three years of his married life. Not until July 1888, over 
a year after the wedding, did Brindley meet his father-in-law 
again, though by October of that year Hulme could stand him 
a beer and be very friendly. However, after his wife's fourth 
miscarriage in December 1890 both her parents and her sisters 
came often; clearly the breach, whatever it was, was healed.

Brindley's male friends were in most cases workmates with 
whom he shared social status. They included dockworkers and 
seafaring men as well as railwaymen. With these he had varying 
interests in common: a walk and a glass of beer (which he 
enjoyed, though he disapproved of the drunkenness of some of his 
acquaintances); a visit to the theatre or a concert; a trip to a 
football match (possibly, though it is only specifically mentioned 
once, to watch Everton, who at that time played at the Anfield 
Road ground); and an interest in dogs (the loss of his pedigree 
Irish terrier in October 1889 was obviously felt keenly).

The pattern of life and social status of the Brindleys' friends 
reflect their own respectable working-class background and their 
'steadiness' and sobriety. Most of their friends were residents of 
the Everton area and had a basically similar background and 
social class; the links were through family, workplace and church. 
Thus, the Brindleys and their circle formed part of that 'aristo 
cracy of the working class' described by Professor Hobsbawm.37 
It was a group distinguished by its life-style rather than income
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and socio-economic status alone, and one to which home life and 
leisure activities gave patterns and norms of behaviour more akin 
to those of the middle class than to the classes below.

VIII

Some attempt will now be made to assess the Brindleys' way 
of life in the context of their home, work activities and of the 
fragmentary information on their day-to-day problems, and to 
assess the typicality or otherwise of the picture this gives of one 
sector of Liverpool society in the i88os. There is little direct 
comment on wages and standards of living. Clearly his regularity 
of employment and a fair basic wage placed Brindley in a rela 
tively prosperous position among the Liverpool working class. 38 
As a steady man Brindley does not seem to have wasted his 
money. He drank rarely; his entertainment was largely self-made 
or free, mostly through the church; he walked everywhere except 
on longer rail or ferry trips. 39

From what little we learn of their domestic budgeting his wife 
seems to have been a careful manager: she apparently made many 
of her own clothes and bought shirting, presumably to make 
David's shirts. Some of his clothes were second-hand: he bought 
a coat and vest from a pawnbrokers in Brunswick Road and had 
the indignity of having his wife buy from her sister-in-law 'her 
brother Enoch's left off pants' for ss. at a time when they seem 
to have been experiencing a financial crisis. However, substantial 
amounts were spent on new clothing from time to time. He 
bought a brown tweed suit for £2 los. od. in April 1887 and a 
black suit in October 1888 for the relatively large sum of 
£3 153. od. 10 Boots and shoes were clearly a major item of expendi 
ture, as might be expected from all the walking they did!

Furnishing, a major problem for working-class people, was 
usually through purchases in auctions. 41 The Brindleys bought 
new bedroom furniture on hire purchase when they married, but 
much of their other furniture was second-hand, some bought 
from the Lewis's when they left Rumney Road to go to Norgate 
Street and some given by Annie's parents when they moved to 
No. 22. However, by 1889 there was money for such luxuries as 
a standard lamp, the harmonium in the sale of his mother's furni 
ture in March 1890, and a piano, bought for 27 pounds on hire 
purchase. The interior decoration of working-class homes of that 
period was often very poor. David was something of a 'do-it- 
yourself man, however, and bought a paste board from Lewis's 
and, around 8 October 1889, he coloured and papered the front 
bedroom and back kitchen of 22 Norgate Street,
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Despite the general adequacy of David's wages, the Brindleys 
must have had few financial reserves to cushion them against 
crises; to weather these they had either to borrow or pawn. A 
major cause of such crises for the Brindleys, as for most work 
ing-class people, was ill-health. David himself appeared to enjoy 
good health. Apart from being injured at work by an hydraulic 
capstan at the Canada Dock warehouse in March 1886, there is 
no other record of his having any illness or injury.42 His wife 
was less fortunate. She had no less than four miscarriages between 
2.2 November 1887 and 4 December 1889. After the second of 
these in May 1889, Doctor Sheldon's bill came to £i i8s. 6d. 
They borrowed a pound from a friend to help pay it43 the follow 
ing April, a loan repaid only three months later. Though Annie 
was attended and helped by friends after her third miscarriage 
in April 1889, the doctor's bill came to £i i6s. 6d. There followed 
a period of financial difficulty, 41 with David having to borrow 
five pounds from a mortgage broker in September 1889, '. . . to 
pay Dr. Sheldon's bill and get things from pawn', a loan which 
he had to repay at four shilling per week. 4 "

Happily there seems to have been an issue (quite literally) from 
all this travail, a daughter and, so far as is known, only child. 46 
Indeed, among the last entries in the diary, for Christmas 1890, 
we read 'Very quiet-hard frost and snow, bitterly cold Reg. 
" 12 J Deg." wife in family way consequently very quiet'.

Brindley was involved in responsible social action but he dis 
played relatively little interest in political affairs. He was a union 
man; he exercised his right to vote for the West Derby Board of 
Guardians in May 1889 and the Municipal elections of October 
1889. But although he seems to have taken a regular newspaper 
(recorded as the Sheffield Telegraph in March 1888), national 
matters do not figure much in his diary, except the opening of 
parliament on the 27 January 1887. This limited political involve 
ment perhaps fairly reflects the average working man's political 
interests and influence in this period.

CONCLUSION

While there are gaps of information on day-to-day matters, 
many loose ends and unresolvable problems, this notebook is 
marked by a good deal of internal consistency and has already 
yielded an interesting picture of working-class Liverpool life in 
the late i88os. Further analysis is being undertaken, using both 
local and national records, in order to assess more accurately the 
typicality of Brindley's life and to gain fuller quantitative 
evidence relating to the many problems which the diary reveals.
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The themes which emerge most clearly, however, such as the 
high degree of residential mobility, the sense of a close community 
in the area of the Brindley homes, and the carefully stratified 
society in which he lived and worked can only be examined in 
detail through other personal records. More diaries of a similar 
nature, whether for working-class or middle-class persons, would 
be invaluable for comparative analysis and could possibly fill some 
of the gaps in information relating to the Brindleys. The informa 
tion which these records yield about the realities of everyday life 
is frequently glossed over and submerged beneath generalisations, 
both in statistical enquiries and in current historical research. 
Whatever one's interests whether in social history, local or 
regional studies, or as a real-life example of responses to the 
social and economic condition of the nation, David Brindley's 
personal record and the light that it sheds on the Liverpool of 
his day have much to give.

NOTES

1 i|For a summary of these as they relate to Liverpool see I. C. Taylor, 
.[Liverpool social history, 1820 1870. A guide to government reports and 
parliamentary papers (1972).

2 See, for example, Mary Briggs, 'Life in East Lancashire 1856 60: a newly 
discovered diary of John O'Neil' (John Ward, Weaver of Clitheroe), 
Transactions of the Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire (here 
after THSLC), 120 (1969), pp. 87-133. For a general discussion and 
transcript of 27 working-class diaries covering the period from the 18205 
to the 19203 see J. Burnett, Useful toil (1974).

3 Owing to a one-hundred-year rule of confidentiality covering the census 
enumerators' books, the most recent census to become available is that of 
1871.

4 See, for example, R. Lawton, 'The population of Liverpool in the mid- 
nineteenth century', THSLC 107 (1955), pp. 87 120; H. J. Dyos, 
Victorian suburb. A study of the growth of Camberwell (1961); and, for a 
more general analysis of techniques and problems of analysis, H. J. Dyos 
(ed.), The study of urban history (1968), E. A. Wrigley (ed.), Nineteenth- 
century society. Essays in the use of quantitative methods (1972) and 
R. Lawton (ed.), 7 he census and social structure: an interpretative guide 
to nineteenth-century censuses for England and Wales (forthcoming).

5 We are indebted to Mrs N. Chesters of Cronton for drawing attention to 
the diary of David Brindley, previously in the possession of Mrs Corrin, 
formerly of Church Road, Roby, David and Annie Brindley's only child, 
and for her permission to make copies of it.

6 The notebook has calendars for 1887 and 1888 on the inside front cover 
and the date 16 February 1889 written there. Detail increases progres 
sively during the diary. Seventy-five per cent of the entries occur after 
his marriage in June 1887 and 49 per cent of the entries are for the 
years 1889 to 1891 with only ten out of the total 91 pages covering the 
first 29 years of Brindley's life. It would thus seem that the account was 
compiled from early 1889 onwards.

7 See J. Wolpert ('Behavioral aspects of the decision to migrate', Papers of 
Regional Science Association, 15 (1965), pp. 159-69) who notes that



Brindley's Liverpool 165

search for a. dwelling 'takes place within the confines of the intending 
migrant's action space.' See also L. A. Brown and E. G. Moore, 'The 
intra-urban migration process: a perspective' Geografiska Annaler Series 
B. 52, No. i (1970), pp. 1-13.

8 In 1881 37.4 per cent of the population of Liverpool Borough had been 
born outside of Lancashire. The largest component was the Irish (12.8 
per cent of Liverpool's population) but Cheshire (2.9 per cent) and 
Staffordshire (0.73 per cent) were important contributors of migrants. 
The figures for 1851 were 49.7 per cent born outside Lancashire, 22.3 per 
cent from Ireland, 3.4 per cent from Cheshire and 0.64 per cent from 
Staffordshire.

9 This can be corroborated by census and Registrar Generars material. 
The Brindley family originated in the north Staffordshire/south-east 
Cheshire area. His grandmother lived at Pool End, near Leek; his father 
was buried at Astbury, near Congleton, in January 1877; and his mother 
and elder brother took a farm at Colwich, near Stone, after his father's 
death.

10 The number of adult males occupied on farms fell steeply between 1861 
and 1881, and continued to fall to 1901, when the trend was arrested. 
For further discussion of rural depopulation, see R. Lawton 'Rural 
depopulation in nineteenth-century England', pp. 227 55 in R. W. Steel 
and R. Lawton feds), Liverpool essays in geography: a jubilee collection 
(1967) and Lord Eversley, 'The decline of the numbers of agricultural 
labourers in Great Britain', Journal of the Royal Statistical Society, 
LXX (1907), pp. 267-319.

11 Many of the dairymen were rural-urban migrants, often Pennine dales 
men who operated producer/retailer businesses, dependent on buying-in 
cows in milk, keeping them as stall-fed beasts (on hay and concentrates) 
with a little grazing in fields on the edge of town. It was a system which 
maintained high yields and quality of output. We are indebted to Mr 
T. Hogg of Aigburth (a former president of the Liverpool Dairymen's 
Association) for much of this information.

12 Annie Hulrne was 17 when she is first mentioned in August 1883. She 
had two sisters and one married brother. Her parents, P.O. John Hulme 
and Olive Hulme were David Brindley's uncle and aunt, with whom he 
stayed when he first came to Liverpool and where he may have lodged at 
other times between 1882 and 1886.

13 Between 1841 and 1866 40,661 houses were erected in Liverpool Borough 
of which 68.5 per cent had a rental of £12 £25 per annum (45. 7d.  
95. 7d. per week). Only 15.4 per cent of these new houses had rents lower 
than £12 per annum and 15.9 per cent had rents above £25 per annum. 
In Everton and Kirkdale 16,223 new houses had been built in the period 
(39.9 per cent of the Borough total) and no less than 77.8 per cent of 
these were in the £12 £25 rental per annum range. (Liverpool Borough 
Council Proceedings 1866/67.)

14 Two of the addresses are doubtful, those in Hamilton St and Langham St. 
The rest are explicitly stated in the diary and some can be corroborated 
from Directories.

15 See, for example, P. R. Knights, The plain people of Boston 1830-1860 
(1971); C. Griffen, 'Workers divided: the effect of craft and ethnic 
differences in Poughkeepsie, New York, 1850-1880' in S. A. Thernstrom 
and R. Sennett (eds), Nineteenth-Century cities: Essays in the new urban 
history (1969), pp. 49-97.

16 There was a high degree of multiple occupancy in all nineteenth-century 
cities. In Liverpool Parish in 1871 there were a total of 51,010 house 
holds for only 34,110 houses, giving an occupancy ratio of 149.5 house 
holds per 100 houses. For Everton township the occupancy ratio was 
123.6.

17 Everton experienced its most rapid population growth in the decades 
1851-61 and 1861-71, increasing by 65,054 persons in that 2o-year 
period. By the 18805 the rate of expansion in Everton had slowed, but 
the continuously built-up area had reached the township boundary (for
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example as around Stanley Park) and was spreading into Walton and the 
outer suburbs, such as Litherland, Crosby, Garston and outer West 
Derby, whose peak period of growth was 1871 91.

18 The end house No. 29 was next door to a public house, so the move may 
have been an attempt to escape from excessive noise. Brindley on several 
occasions noted his disapproval of drunkenness.

19 As seen in Figure 7 Brindley's journey to work was never more than 
11 miles, within easy walking distance of his home. Although a regular 
tram system existed in Liverpool from the 18705 (S. A. Munro, 
'Tramway Companies in Liverpool, 1859 1897', THSLC, 119 (1967), 
pp. 181 212), the routes mainly linked the city centre to the suburbs and, 
with a tight budget, tram fares would have been a luxury.

20 David writes that, on 5 March 1899, he 'met wife's mother first time 
since our marriage; Father came for me and we went to meet her . . . 
shook hands etc. rather cool but gradually grew pleasanter'.

21 For a general breakdown of a working man's budget at this time see 
Returns of the expenditure of working men (Cd. 4512, 1909).

22 More work is needed to quantify the feature and assess the processes at 
work. For a review see: Dyos, Victorian suburb; S. D. Chapman (ed.), 
The history of working-class housing: a symposium (1971) and J. N. Tarn, 
Working-class housing in nineteenth-century Britain (1971).

23 This was a very reasonable wage in the 18805, a period of rising real 
wages (due mainly to falling prices). Asa Briggs estimates an increase of 
160 per cent in real wages between the 18305 and ;88os (Friends of the 
people (1955), p. 120) and writes that 'The working man's real wage in 
1900 was about 50 per cent more than his father's in 1856' (op. cit. p. 
119); while A. L. Bowley ('Comparison of the rates of increase of wages 
in the United States and in Great Britain', Economic Journal (1895), 
pp. 369 83) estimates that the index of average actual wages in the U.K. 
increased from 100 in 1860 to 138 in 1891 and of real wages from 100 to 
170.

24 Dock labourers were employed casually on a day-to-day basis without 
any restriction on the number of men who could offer themselves for 
work on the Liverpool Dock until registration was introduced in 1912. 
A restricted register was introduced during the Second World War but 
full decasualisation of dock labour was only introduced in September 
1967. For a fuller general account see C. M. Cunningham, 'The dock 
industry on Merseyside', pp. 235-57, in R. Lawton and C. M. Cunning- 
ham (eds), Merseyside social and economic studies (1970).

For a specific commentary on conditions of employment in the Liver 
pool Docks in the i88os, with particular reference to labour relations and 
the Liverpool dock strike of 1890, see R. Bean's The Liverpool dock 
Strike of 1890, International Review of Social History, 18 (i973)> 
pp. 51-68.

25 For a fuller general account of conditions of work of railwaymen up to 
1870, see P. W. Kingsfprd, Victorian railwaymen, 7830-7870 (1970).

26 Brindley notes that this action affected a number of his acquaintances 
who were consequently employed only on contract work, presumably on 
a casual basis. On the other hand, the L. & N.W. Railway Company 
paid compensation for injury: 80 pounds were paid to R. Beattie for the 
loss of an eye in 1889, and J. Cleaves, who lost an arm, is recorded as 
having a 'false arm presented by L. & N.W. Railway'.

27 The Railway Union was formed in the spring of 1890. Brindley joined 
on 24 May of that year and walked in the mass rally of the Trades' 
Congress held on 1-6 September 1890. The union, no doubt, developed 
out of the troubled industrial relations of 1888-90, which culminated in 
the Liverpool dock strike of March 1890 (see R. Bean, op. cit. and 
footnote 24 above).

28 The Brindleys seem to have walked everywhere, except for longer train 
and ferry journeys, and the constraint of transport would have been an 
important factor in forming the close-knit community in which Brindley 
seemed to live.
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29 Despite moving to a large urban and industrial area, Brindley kept close 

links with his kin in Staffordshire. Apart from regular visits, there is 
record of quite frequent correspondence with different members of the 
family. For a discussion of the importance of kinship ties in nineteenth- 
century towns, see M. Anderson, Family structure in nineteenth-century 
Lancashire (1971).

30 A. Briggs, Friends of the people.
31 David Brindley's daughter, Mrs Corrin, was herself a music teacher. 

Brindley records buying music portfolios and evening concerts at home 
with his friends were held regularly.

32 Shorter Oxford English Dictionary. 'Tontine a financial scheme by 
which the subscribers to a loan or common fund receive each an annuity 
during his life, which increases as their number is diminished by death, 
till the last survivor enjoys the whole income; also applied to the share 
or right of each survivor.'

33 Personal communication from Mrs Janina Klapas, Department of 
Geography, University of Liverpool, who is studying the religious 
geography of nineteenth-century Liverpool. Mrs Klapas has also shown 
that the mission churches had a considerable influence on the working 
classes in the i88os, in providing both entertainment and savings 
schemes. See also B. S. Rowntree's comments on religion in York in 1901 
(Poverty: a study of town life (4th ed. 1908), pp. 344-8.)

34 Witnesses were W. J. ('Willie') Beattie, a workmate at Canada Dock, of 
24 Windermere Terrace, Everton, and Mrs Fanny Murray of Breck 
Place, one of Annie's and David's closest married friends.

35 There is no record in the diary of either of them living at that address.
36 The daughter of David and Annie, Mrs Corrin, is reputed as recalling 

that there was some opposition to the marriage.
37 E. J. Hobsbawm, Labouring men (London 1964). See also R. Q. Gray, 

'Styles of Life; "Labour aristocracy" and class relations in later nine 
teenth century Edinburgh' International Review of Social History, 18 
(i973),.PP-428-52.

38 There is no statement of Brindley's wages in the period of his married 
life; though these must have amounted to 25 30 shillings (see footnote 
21). In 1889 Booth described this class (Class E) as one which 'contains 
all, not artisans or otherwise scheduled, who earn from 22 30 shillings 
per week for regular work. There are some of them who, when wages are 
near the lower figure, or the families are large, are not lifted above the 
line of poverty; but few of them are very poor and the bulk of this large 
section can, and do, lead independent lives and possess fairly comfortable 
homes.' (C. Booth, Life and labour of the people in London. First Series: 
Poverty (3rd ed. 1902), Vol. I, p. 50.) This corresponds closely to 
Rowntree's Class D, of whom he writes 'Class D is that section of our 
population upon which the social and industrial development of England 
largely depends and is one which will always exercise the most 
important influence in bringing about the social elevation of those in the 
poorer classes' (B. S. Rowntree, op. cit. p. 79). For railwaymen's wages 
c 1870 see P. W. Kingsford, op. cit. pp. 88-102.

39 Brindley received at least one free rail pass annually, and could travel at 
other times at a cheap rate. In this respect he was atypical of others of 
his class who were not employed by the railway. See also B. S. Rowntree, 
op. cit. pp. 76-7.

40 Lewis's 'two-guinea suits' were advertised as equal to 's-guinea suits' 
[elsewhere] in 1911 (Briggs, op. cit. p. 131). David Brindley records 
£14 i8s. 4d spent on clothes in 1886 9: if his income were £75 per 
year, this would form 6.7 per cent of his annual earnings over the period 
(1887 £3 us. od.; 1888 £7 155. od.; 1889 £3 i as. 4d.).

41 A Liverpool carpenter's home furnishings totalled only £15. o.o. in 1889 
'buying what they required from the auction room'. (Family budgets: 
being the income and expenses of 28 British households; i8gr 180.8) 
(Board of Trade, 1898).

42 Brindley provided against possible ill-health by becoming a member of
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St Chad's Tontine which paid los. 6d. per week in sickness, and £8 at 
death. He does not record his weekly subscription.

43 Between the miscarriage and the payment of the bill she visited another 
physician, Dr J. G. McCann, of Low Hill, for an unspecified reason.

44 It must be noted, however, that the Brindleys, in remaining childless for 
the first four years of marriage, would have been considerably better off 
financially than a family with several small children.

45 The fact that Brindley was able to secure a loan from a mortgage broker, 
and also took out hire purchase agreements, meant that he must have 
had some security. Again, this would seem to place him amongst the 
'decent' working class.

46 Mrs Corrin, formerly of Church Road, Roby.


