
NEW BOOKS

The Diary of Richard Kay, a Lancashire Doctor, 1716-51
Extracts edited by W. Brockbank and F. Kenworthy 

(Chetham Society, Third Series, Vol. 16 (1968), 179 pp. Price 50s.)

Miss Weeton's Journal of a Governess. 1807-25 
In two volumes, edited by Edward Hall: introduction by J. J. Bagley 

(David and Charles, 1969, xxi + 351 pp. in Vol. 1, 
xi + 424 pp. in Vol. 2. Price 63s. a vol.)

The Autobiographv of Samuel Bamford, 1788-1842 
In two volumes, edited and introduced by W. H. Chaloner 

(Frank Cass and Co., 1968, 363 pp. in Vol. 1, 578 pp. 
in Vol. 2. Price 55s. + 75s.)

This is the age of reprints. Constantly increasing interest in local history and 
the efforts of enthusiasts and of libraries old and new to build up local history 
collections have long been creating a famine of standard works. A good per 
centage of available second-hand copies have crossed the Atlantic, and, so far 
as the English reader is concerned, have disappeared into the lost land of 
American libraries. The rest have acquired so high a scarcity value that when, 
on rare occasions, copies come onto the second-hand market they are well 
beyond the pocket of most would-be buyers. To the rescue have come the 
reprint publishers. Two in particular, Frank Cass of London and David and 
Charles of Devon, are using photographic methods to give us new copies of 
old books. The original text is faithfully reproduced, but most of the new 
editions carry modern introductions which discuss the historical value of the 
work or relate the life-story of the resurrected author. If you are a bibliomaniac 
or even a finical bibliophile, you will doubtless dismiss the reprint as an impostor, 
but if you want a copy of the text to read and study, you will find the reprint 
even more satisfactory than the original.

The reprint publishers are not doing all the work. Local societies are still 
pursuing their devoted task of publishing more and more manuscript sources. 
Despite the heavy costs involved, new titles continue to appear, and worried 
treasurers still authorise eager editors to send further volumes to the printers. 
Never before have the general reader and the local history researcher been so 
well supplied with primary sources in print.

These three new publications will all make valuable additions to private and 
public collections of Lancashire books. They offer source material for historians, 
and highly personal, fascinating narratives for all who read them. None of 
them pretend to be detached, impartial portraits of their age. The diary and the 
letters were written on the heels of the events they describe: they are full of 
word snapshots of incidents and people. Richard Kay gave his mind no time 
to sort out the significant from the trivial. Like all good diarists, he dashed 
down on paper his immediate impressions of the day's thoughts and happen 
ings. Ellen Weeton poured out to her correspondents and to her journal her 
version of current experiences, and her opinion of the people she met and the 
places she visited. She had a readier pen and a livelier imagination than Dr Kay.
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This makes her work more interesting to read at times she swirls her reader 
along in a torrent of words but her frequent self-justifications endanger her 
impartiality as a historical witness. Nevertheless, neither author can help but 
throw considerable light upon the age in which he or she lived. For historians 
their writings are as valuable for the information they let fall unconsciously as 
for the stories and opinions which they set out to tell and discuss.

Samuel Bamford's two volumes do not provide us with such immediate 
historical evidence. If the 'national' counterpart of Richard Kay is John Evelyn, 
and of Ellen Weeton Horace Walpole, then Bamford will have to b; content 
with George Fox or John Wesley, both of whom produced edited versions of 
their journals later in life. Bamford sat down in the late 1830s, when he was 
fifty years of age, to write the story first of his early manhood and, later, of his 
childhood. The result is an autobiography, or a personalised piece of contem 
porary history. Without a doubt, what he has to say about his early life as well 
as about his work as a silk-weaver and an agitator for parliamentary reform is 
authoritative and valuable evidence of social and political conditions during 
and after the French Wars. But his writing must inevitably have been conditioned 
by the influence of the years that separated the events from the recording. 
Hindsight and changing perspectives can falsify 'contemporary' descriptions 
and opinions.

For example, Bamford was a participant in the events of Peterloo in 1819, 
but he did not write his account of that August day for another twenty years  
until after Parliament had passed the Great Reform Bill and when the Chartists 
were outraging him and other moderate Radicals by their agitation for further 
reform measures. The historian has constantly to remember this gap of time 
and handle Bamford's autobiography as critically as he would handle the 
memoirs of a general or a politician. It is 'emotion recollected in tranquility'. 
Like Clarendon in the seventeenth century and Churchill in our own day, 
Bamford explains and justifies as well as records and relates. His mind has 
already evaluated the facts: it has ranked some as major and discarded others 
as minor. In other words, he has done part of the historian's work for him. 
This is not necessarily a bad thing, but it must always be taken into considera 
tion. And since this Middleton weaver is a surprisingly fluent and persuasive 
writer, it is all the more essential that the critical reader should try to match 
and check his narrative against other historical sources of the period he is 
discussing. Luckily there is no shortage of records. Together they give us a full 
picture of those critical years in the development of industrial Lancashire. Each 
document makes its contribution, but no single contribution is more significant 
or more heart-warming than Samuel Bamford's. His Autobiography is as much 
a classic of northern literature as it is a primary authority for the social historian. 
It was high time it was reprinted and made available to a wider reading public.

Hitherto, Richard Kay's Diary has been known to very few people. As long 
ago as 1895 some short extracts were published in a slim volume, A Lancashire 
Doctor's Diary, 1737 to 1750, published in Southport, and for the last few 
years an incomplete typescript of the manuscript has been available to readers 
in the Manchester Central Reference Library. Early in the 1960s a full version 
of the work became available, and the Chetham Society rightly considered that 
it should be edited and published without delay.

Kay was not only a doctor. He was an ardent Presbyterian living in a period 
when nonconformity was steadily recovering from the battering it had suffered 
during the reigns of Charles II and James IF. Kay did not restrict his diary 
entries to recording events of the day. He also used the book to commune with 
himself about his beliefs and doubts, and to examine his own thought and 
actions. The editors have included sufficient of these soul-searching exercises to 
give us a picture of the man, but they decided against printing them all. The 
rest of the text is in full, and this includes Kay's accounts of his apprenticeship 
to his father, a country doctor, of his year's medical training in London, of his 
reaction to the '45 Rebellion, and of his work as a qualified doctor in the neigh 
bourhood of Bury. Through the eyes of this serious, hard-working young man, 
we can see this Pennine district just as the Industrial Revolution was beginning 
to make itself felt.
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Edward Hall discovered the first of Ellen Weeton's letter books in 1925, 
exactly one hundred years after she had written her last extant letter and made 
the last surviving entry in her journal. Hall was fortunate enough to find more 
of her writings in the following months, and in 1936 and 1939, through Oxford 
University Press, he published the two volumes of Miss Weeton: Journal of a 
Governess. Soon after the war the books had already become collectors' pieces, 
for not only do Ellen's letters and journals fit into one another to make a lively, 
button-holing autobiography, but also they illuminate social conditions in 
Lancashire, Yorkshire. North Wales, the Lake District and the Isle of Man in 
the first years of the nineteenth century. Ellen was a contemporary of Samuel 
Bamford. She was the older by a mere twelve years. Both of them were brought 
up in South Lancashire Ellen at Up Holland and Samuel at Middleston and 
there was little or no difference in the social standing of their families. Both 
experienced poverty and knew what it meant to work hard for a meagre living. 
But what a contrast there is in their adult interests and outlook. If Ellen were 
our only witness of early nineteenth century Lancashire, we would know nothing 
of acute industrial unrest and of men's eagerness for political and social reform: 
if Samuel Bamford's Autobiography were our only surviving record, we would 
think that the issues of fair wages and parliamentary representation dominated 
everyone's lives. 'Quo! homines tot sententiae', wrote Terence in the second 
century before Christ: 'so many men, so many points of view'. The historian 
soon learns that only by fusing together the evidence from as many sources 
as possible can he hope to paint a reasonably true and balanced picture of the 
period he studies.

J. J. BAGLEY

The Story of Merseyside 
Part /, from the Romans to the Tudors

by J. J. Bagley 
(Parry Books Ltd., 1968, 95 pp. Price 7s. 6d.)

It is now over sixty years since Professor Ramsay Muir published his History 
of Liverpool', and since then there have been important additions to our know 
ledge about the city. Moreover, the economic and social influence of Liverpool 
has spread since 1907, so that it extends now from Southport on the north to 
Chester on the south, from West Kirby on the west nearly to Warrington on 
the east. For the history of this wider area much has also been written in the 
last sixty years and some good books have been written on particular towns 
and districts within it. Yet hitherto no attempt has been made to produce a 
scholarly synthesis of this work. It is one of the better results of the establish 
ment of a local broadcasting station for Merseyside that Mr J. J. Bagley has 
been given the opportunity to attempt such a synthesis, which from the circum 
stances of the commission had to be presented in brief and readily under 
standable form. There is no one alive who was better suited to such a task than 
Mr Bagley, with his many years of experience as a highly successful teacher in 
university extra-mural studies and his unsurpassed knowledge of all the scholarly 
recent and current investigations into the history of Lancashire and Cheshire. 
The result is a small book of twelve talks on Radio Merseyside, which, within 
the limits allowed of only fifteen minutes for each broadcast, is a masterly 
combination of scholarship and popular presentation in the best sense.

The masterly hand is seen, for one thing, in the proportions of the survey. 
Except for fleeting references Liverpool does not appear in the story until the 
ninth talk; but this is right in view of the comparative lateness of Liverpool's 
foundation. Merseyside in the Dark Ages is a difficult subject to handle well 
in a short space and a popular manner, for the evidence is sparse and often 
perplexing, and the main kind of evidence for this period, that of place names, 
is not easy to interpret. Yet Mr Bagley has avoided obscurity while remaining 
judicious and scholarly. And it was a sound instinct not to end the series of
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talks with the old-fashioned landmark of 1485, which made almost no difference 
to Merseyside, but with the reign of Elizabeth I, which made a good deal. For 
it was then that some important changes came to this region, not only the well 
known Elizabethan church settlement but other significant changes such as the 
integration of the hitherto separate customs system of Chester and Liverpool 
into the national Exchequer control.

Although the author was allowed so little space, he has nevertheless managed 
to include two maps of place-name distribution, a facsimile of some Merseyside 
entries in the Domesday Book, two genealogical tables, and notes for further 
reading at the end of each talk. Altogether it is a production that leads one 
reader to look forward to the succeeding series and booklet with eager anticipa 
tion; meanwhile the Historic Society can give a hearty welcome to this further 
contribution to local history of its Vice-President and former Editor.

A. R. MYERS

Railway History in Pictures: North West England
by John Clarke and J. Allan Patmore

(David and Charles, 1968, 112 pages, 176 illustrations.
18 maps and diagrams. Price 35s.)

Although British Rail and its constituent predecessors have been the butt of 
comedians and consistently subject to all manner of criticisms ever since the 
Liverpool-Manchester line was opened in 1830, it is a truism to say that the 
admirers of our railways have been legion. Railway historians, and others who 
are interested, owe a great debt to Messrs Clarke and Patmore for the con 
siderable amount of information brought together by them in this handsome 
and profusely illustrated volume. It is subdivided into eighteen sections, each 
devoted to different phases of railway development in North West England, 
these consisting of illustrations accompanied by 'potted' histories, giving salient 
features in concise form. Several maps and diagrams have been introduced, as 
necessary, to show the location of particular lines or stations and the compre 
hensive picture thus presented is one that will undoubtedly arouse a considerable 
amount of interest and give pleasure to very many readers.

After dealing with topographical and industrial features associated with the 
area in general, and with two minor predecessors to the more sophisticated 
railways of later years in the form of adjuncts to the Lancaster Canal and the 
Cromford and Peak Forest Canal, the story turns first, as one would expect, to 
the Liverpool-Manchester Railway and later to the general expansion of the 
railway network throughout the area from North Derbyshire to Cumberland, 
the main routes, north, east and west, being surveyed pictorially. These chapters 
are interspersed with others, dealing with such subjects as Rural Railways, 
Conurbation Contrasts, Railway Towns and Structures, Freight in the North 
West. One is brought right up to date with concluding sections devoted to 
Railway Contraction and Advance.

The difficulties of the early railway engineers, both as regards choice of route 
and construction of the lines, as between Lancaster and Carlisle, via Shap 
(L.N.W.R.), and the Midland line as between Settle and Carlisle, via Dent, are 
vividly illustrated by maps and photographs and a similar procedure has been 
followed in dealing with the penetration through the Pennines of the several 
lines which run east and south east from Lancashire to Yorkshire and Derby 
shire. This method of presentation enables the reader to visualise instantly the 
formidable problems involved either by way of tunnelling or in the construction 
of viaducts to span the valleys. Elsewhere information is included of the steps 
taken to bridge some of the many river obstacles with which the engineers were 
faced. In some instances there are illustrations not only of the original structures 
but also of later replacements.

The section which deals with Railway Structures is widespread in the items
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it covers. It embraces not only station buildings such as Chester General Station 
and the specific type of station building adopted by individual companies for 
their smaller stations, but also, both illustrated and described, examples of 
more mundane articles such as water columns and hydrants carrying, as was 
usual, the initials of the owning company, not to mention the busts of two early 
directors of the L.Y.R. which grace railway property in Liverpool to this day. 

It is a sine qua non that in deciding the subjects to be included in the book 
the authors had to be particularly selective, and on occasion the vast amount 
of available material must have been a considerable difficulty. Even so, it is 
pertinent to comment upon the absence of any reference to the penetration into 
the area from the south of the G.W.R. following the acquirement by that 
Company, jointly with the L.N.W.R., of the Birkenhead, Lancashire and 
Cheshire Junction Railway in 1860. Moreover, in the chapter headed Urban 
and Suburban one would have expected to find specific mention of the con 
struction between 1848 and 1851 of the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport 
Railway, later to be absorbed by the L.Y.R. The subsequent electrification of 
this line undoubtedly stimulated residential development in the coastal region 
of West Lancashire, including Southport. But the fact that apparent omissions 
such as these can be pointed to does not diminish in any way the praise which 
must be accorded to this volume.

THOMAS WILLIAMS

The Great Diurnal of Nicholas Blundell
Volume One 1702-1711

Transcribed and annotated by Frank Tyrer
Edited for the Record Society by J. J. Bagley

(Record Society of Lancashire and Cheshire (1968),
350 pp. Price 63s.)

This book is the first of three volumes of Blundell's diary. With the publica 
tion of volume two in 1970 and volume three in 1972, an unabridged transcript 
of the diary, annotated and indexed, will be available for the first time. 
Historians, their appetites whetted by T. Ellison Gibson's excerpts of 1895, 
and Margaret Blundell's Blundeirs Diary and Letter Book of 1952, have long 
hoped for a full transcription in book form, but with financial and other 
difficulties in mind few dared to expect one.

The diary appears to have been first used as source material nearly a century 
ago when Gibson advised Picton of an entry dated 31 August 1715 relative to 
the opening of Liverpool's first dock. Picton quoted this entry (without acknow 
ledgement to the shades of Blundell or to Gibson!) in Memorials of Liverpool 
(1873). In 1880 and 1882 two papers based almost entirely on the diary were 
read by Gibson to this Society and printed in Transactions. As Picton and 
Gibson were Historic Society members it seems fitting that at this tercentenary 
period of Blundell's birth the complete diary should be made available by a 
present member, Mr Frank Tyrer, the harvest of whose scholarship, industry 
and patience is this outstanding addition to the Record Society's publications, 
and the firm establishment of Blundell in the company of the greater diarists.

As a diarist Blundell was not, of course, in the Pepys and Evelyn tradition; 
he was the Parson Woodforde of these northern parts. He neither meditated 
nor expressed opinions, but was content merely to jot down daily happenings 
mainly because he had an urge to record them, but also because his memory 
was unreliable. His diary therefore was useful to him and vastly informative to 
readers in later days. Rarely, if ever, were such diaries written for posterity's 
eyes, and therein rests their credibility.

Down the years many people have kept similar diaries, but the element which 
endows Blundell's with exceptional interest and value is Blundell himself. He 
was a man of so many parts, manorial lord, farmer, family man, convivial 
companion and host, inventor, sportsman, playgoer, inveterate sightseer, and
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recusant. One or twice a week business and pleasure enticed him to Liverpool 
where, at the most vital period in its history, he was heedful of every new 
development. In this first volume he notices inter alia the castle alterations, 
the 'new' (St Peter's) church, the shipping, the first dock, the Mersey ferries, 
the earliest real pottery, the windmills, the oil mill, the sugar house, the  Charity' 
(Bluecoat) school, the post office, the 'Liverpool Doggs' (hunt), the 'weevers 
of woosted', and the project to supply Liverpool with water from Bootle springs. 
All these he observed and recorded in a period long before Liverpool had its 
own permanent newspaper. He wines and dines with the leading townsfolk, 
often recording the meeting place (generally an inn) and the subjects discussed, 
and he mentions the plays he attended at Liverpool, London, Crosby and 
elsewhere. At Little Crosby he engaged in the normal activities of a squire about 
the hall and estate, and these he records with meticulous care, describing the 
work, amusements, courtships and troubles of tenantry, servants and estate 
workmen. The family's domestic, social and recreational activities, their illnesses 
and occasional squabbles receive his attention. Numerous entries relate to 
religious matters, but Blundell's close friends included clerics and laymen of 
both faiths. In his wisdom he eschewed politics. He emerges as a likeable 
character, kindly, tolerant and sincere, generous to the sick and needy, but 
careful in financial matters, and certainly nobody's fool. He had a lively 
enquiring mind, an observant eye and a predilection for accuracy and order 
liness. The diary, state the publishers, 'is a valuable source book for all who 
are interested in travel, agriculture, social life, the practice of medicine, and the 
development of commerce and industry during the first three decades of the 
eighteenth century'. To which truth one may add that further insight into these 
fields can be found in the eight appendices and innumerable footnotes in which 
Mr Tyrer has transcribed many hundreds of items from Blundell's disbursement 
book. Full transcripts of this book, in which the squire recorded every penny 
he spent in 1702 to within a month of his death in 1737, are available in the 
Liverpool Record Office and other places.

Volume one stops short of Blundell's foreign travels; it does, however, 
embrace visits to Oxford and London in connection with his marriage, long 
sojourns in 'York Shire' and Durham, and shorter ones in north east Lancashire, 
Cheshire and North Wales. His eyes were rarely on distant horizons, but he 
records the export to America of Prescot 'fine Muggs', Lancashire 'Cloggs' and 
other goods bought in Liverpool and Chester. On occasions, too, he mentions 
events in the War of the Spanish Succession which covered the whole period 
of this first volume. 'Great Nuse from Portugal!. Maids Dansing' he records 
in May 1704, and in the following August 'News of a great victory got by Lord 
Marlborough and of three generals taken', one of several references to Marl- 
borough's victories.

Every entry, however apparently insignificant, deserves careful study. In 
March 1709 Philip Syer, an estate mason, told Blundell 'that Mr. Molineux of 
Croxtath designed to build' and the squire 'writ a letter of recommendation for 
him to carry to Mr. Molineux'. This and other entries reveal the date, hitherto 
unknown, of the building of Woolton Hall, Liverpool's earliest major example 
of English renaissance architecture. The hall, which still stands, was completed 
before April 1712 when Blundell refers to 'Mr. Molineux of Wooton'. In later 
years the squire and his wife were frequent guests there.

'I wated of Dr. Clayton at his brothers'. This laconic statement, hidden in 
an entry containing ninety words, reveals that in September 1709 the Rev. John 
Clayton, D.D., M.A., F.R.S., Dean of Kildare and Prebendary of Christ Church 
Cathedral, Dublin, was visiting his brother. Alderman William Clayton, M.P., 
in Liverpool, and that Blundell 'wated of him there. Many entries reveal that 
the diarist was an enthusiastic experimenter and inventor, and this would be a 
bond between them. Dr Clayton was the first man to record that coal distillation 
would produce an illuminating gas which could be stored for future use. His 
discoveries were published in the Royal Society's Philosophical Transactions in 
1693 and in greater detail in 1739. As Blundell probably met Dr Clayton on 
several occasions and was a close friend of his elder brother it is likely that he 
was conversant with rudimentary gas making nearly a century before Murdoch's 
experiments in Cornwall.
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Before 1710 Blundell bought table pottery outside Liverpool, but from then 
onwards he patronised the 'Whit (White) metall house' in Lord Street. This 
confirms Entwistle's surmise that Holt's Lord Street pothouse was Liverpool's 
earliest essay in the manufacture of the 'fine white and printed pots in imitation 
of China' mentioned in Holt's 1710 advertisement. Clearly, a wealth of know 
ledge may be hiding between the lines of this Great Diurnal.

Mr Tyrer's introductory biography of Blundell is a fascinating and valuable 
chapter of local history. Three genealogical tables and a fifty column index are 
a great help to readers, but hunters in the index should not be discouraged if 
they fail initially to locate their quarry, which may well be lurking under one 
of the numerous sub-indices between 'apothecaries' and 'servants at Crosby 
Hall'.

Mysteries attach to most diaries and Blundell's is no exception. In its dramatic 
first entry his father falls sick unto death. Why, in this emergency, did Blundell 
send men-servants on fruitless errands to Preston and Whitchurch for doctors, 
round journeys of about 150 miles, when Ormskirk and Liverpool, through 
which the horsemen twice had to pass, were almost on his doorstep? And it is 
odd that a diary and disbursement book so replete with detail have no reference 
to the four family portraits reproduced in this volume. There are other mysteries 
which readers may enjoy detecting, indeed, fifteen instances of 'cryptic remarks' 
are in the index. Mystery spotting is one of the minor pleasures of studying 
Mr Tyrer's first-rate work.

STANLEY HARRIS

A Series of Accurate Maps of the Principal Lakes of 
Cumberland, Westmorland, & Lancashire . . . First 
Surveyed and Planned Between 1783 and 1794 by

Peter Crosthwaite
Introduction and notes by William Rollinson 

(Frank Graham, Newcastle on Tyne, 1968. Price 21s.)

'A map and compass are one of the first necessity' advised Arthur Aikin in 
the preface to his Journal of a Tour through North Wales and part of Shropshire, 
urging a greater professionalism on the growing number who penetrated the 
remoter regions of Britain for pleasure or out of curiosity. Some of these needs 
were met by the ordinary productions of the commercial cartographers, but in 
the eighteenth century the tourist movement also seems to have stimulated a 
specialist type of map, frequently incorporated in a guidebook, and designed 
for the intelligent traveller. The scope of such maps varies tremendously, and 
few were as ambitious as those sought by the Hon. John Byng, another traveller 
in Wales, who expressed the hope in 1787 'that maps, merely for tourists might 
be made. And have wish'd that some intelligent traveller . . . wou'd mark on 
such tourist maps all the castles, Roman stations, views, canals, parks, &c. 
which . . . wou'd lead the researching tourist to every proper point and object; 
and not subject himself (as at present) to ask questions of ignorant inn 
keepers . . .'

It is to this cartographic genre that Peter Crosthwaite's maps belong, and their 
author styled himself 'Geographer and Hydrographer to Tourists'. First pub 
lished between 1783 and 1794 (the present facsimile is based on a revised edition 
of 1809) the maps were well drawn and surveyed by the standards of the day. 
Derwentwater, Windermere, Ullswater, Bassenthwaite, and Coniston were the 
subject of separate maps; Buttermere, Crummock and Loweswater appear on 
one map; and there was a separate plan of Pocklington's Island. The scale in 
all cases, mainly three inches to one mile, is larger than that of contemporary 
printed maps, and Crosthwaite employed reputable craftsmen (such as Samuel 
Neele) to engrave his drafts. The result was workmanlike and attractive, and 
even a critic had to admit that the maps had 'the character of the nicest accuracy 
in every respect'.

M
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At the same time we should be clear that Crosthwaite's purpose in making 
them was commercial rather than didactic, and to assist in attracting visitors 
to his Keswick Museum. This influenced their character as maps, not only in 
the eulogistic doggerel which fills some of the blank spaces, but in the actual 
features they show. In the words of one of Crosthwaite's advertisements, they 
contained 'everything which could be thought necessary or useful to the Tourist'. 
This, as Mr Rollinson observes in his entertaining and interesting introduction, 
included roads, prominent houses, natural features, the direction of currents in 
the lakes, and depths in fathoms, as well as 'stations' from which the tourist 
could best view the scenery. They were popular and Mr Rollinson envisages 
'scores of genteel tourists . . . following the prescribed itinerary, guide book in 
one hand, "Claude-glass" in the other, avidly searching for the "horrible 
grandeur" and "rude and terrible magnificence" which so characterised the 
beginnings of the Romantic movement in Lakeland'. Armed with these excellent 
facsimiles, and Mr Rollinson's perceptive commentary, the modern historian 
should be assisted in retracing their steps, and in studying a fascinating chapter 
in the social history of the English countryside.

J. B. HARLEY


