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The Autobiography of William Stout of Lancaster, 1665-1752 
"edited by J. D. Marshall

(Manchester University Press (1967), viii and 299 pp. Price 50s.)

Most people concerned with Lancashire history know of William Stout. Facts 
and quotations from his Autobiography frequently appear in articles and books 
on such different subjects as Lancaster, trading ventures to the West Indies, 
Quakerism or eighteenth-century industry. But until this year it has never been 
easy to lay hands upon the Autobiography itself. John Harland first published the 
text as a series of Manchester Guardian articles in 1850-1, and then as a book. 
But copies have remained scarce: only rarely did they appear in second-hand 
lists, and several reputable Lancashire libraries had no copy of their own. Now, 
thanks to the initiative of Dr. W. H. Chaloner, the careful editing of Dr. J. D. 
Marshall and the ready, specialist help of another half dozen scholars - all 
but one of whom are members of our Society, and contributors to our TRANS 
ACTIONS a new edition has been published this year. It arrived a little late to 
celebrate the tercentenary of Stout's birth the original hope of the promoters  
but it is just as welcome in 1967 as it would have been two years ago.

Stout wrote the story of his life during the years 1741-3 when he was almost 
80 years of age. Not surprisingly he made a few errors of fact, which the team of 
scholars have deftly corrected in their notes, but on the whole he told a remarkably 
full and lucid story from 1665, when he was born on a farm on the edge of 
Morecambe Bay, to the early 1740s, when he retired from business in Lancaster. 
His father saw that young William received a good general education at Bolton- 
le-Sands, Heversham and Lancaster before serving his apprenticeship to iron 
mongery. In 1688 in Lancaster, the young man successfully set up in business on 
his own. Ten years later, he tentatively tried out two or three transatlantic 
ventures, but in 1702, after the total loss of the Imployment, a vessel he had a 
stake in, he thankfully returned to the less hazardous retail and wholesale trade 
in Lancaster.

During his apprentice days, Stout became a convert to the Society of Friends, 
and for the rest of his life he served the Society in Lancaster faithfully and well. 
For 38 years he was clerk and treasurer to the Monthly Meeting, and in 1708, 
with Robert Lawson, he supervised the rebuilding of the Lancaster Meeting 
House, in the grounds of which he was to be buried 44 years later. He never 
married, but, like Humphrey Chetham, he helped and befriended many nephews 
and nieces. They showed him little gratitude for his aid, largely because he ex 
pected these younger men and women to follow his every word of advice, and to 
abjure everything and everybody he disliked.

All his adult life Stout was engaged in buying and selling. He kept careful 
accounts, and with their help was able to put considerable business detail into 
his Autobiography. Therefore, any one concerned with prices, imports and exports, 
the manufacture of metal goods or the organisation and development of trade 
in Lancashire from the days of Charles II to those of George II is bound to find 
interest in Stout's evidence. But the Autobiography has wider interests than these. 
As he set down the story of his life, William Stout could not help but describe 
some interesting personalities he had known, and comment upon such outstanding 
events as the 1688 revolution the strong revolution, he called it the deaths of 
Louis XIV and Peter the Great, and George ll's dismissal of Walpole. He sketched 
thumbnail impressions of places he had visited in pursuit of business, and occasion 
ally recorded extraordinary weather conditions. But many readers will find most 
interest in William Stout himself, in his character and the views he expresses on 
his contemporaries and life around him.

This new edition of the Autobiography prints the text in Stout's original 
spelling, and adds comment and explanation. In the introduction the editor
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discusses the historical value of Stout's writings, and R. Craig and M. M. 
Schofield give a general account of Lancaster trade during Stout's lifetime. 
Almost 300 short but informative notes enlighten obscure points in the text, 
and four appendices add further facts about Stout's shipping ventures, the 
distraints he suffered because of his conscientious objections to paying tithes, 
his trade with the Backbarrow Iron Company, and his various homes and shops 
in Lancaster. All these additions are useful and restrained. They provide sufficient 
background knowledge and detailed facts for a complete understanding of the 
text without overshadowing the words of William Stout himself.

J. J. BAGLEY.

Cheshire under the Three Edwards

by H. J. Hewitt
(Cheshire Community Council, Watergate House, Watergate, Chester 

(1967), x and 118 pp., ill. Price 18s.)

The volume under review is Volume Five of a new History of Cheshire 
being published with commendable enterprise by the Local History 
Committee of the Cheshire Community Council, and is the fourth volume 
to be published in a series of 13. Volumes 1, 2 and 8, respectively Cheshire 
before the Romans, Roman Cheshire and The Civil Wars in Cheshire, have 
preceded it; and those of us who have for so long felt the desperate lack of 
a connected history of the county, will take heart at the regularity with 
which the general editor, Mr. J. J. Bagley, has succeeded in producing a 
volume a year (this will be no surprise to members of the Historic Society, 
who have long had the benefit of his editorship). These volumes cannot be 
produced more quickly owing to limitations of finance, each volume 
having to finance its successor. The greater the sales therefore, the more 
likely we are to have the series complete (including a county bibliography) 
within the appointed time.

Dr. Hewitt's previous contributions to this period of Cheshire history 
will be well known. His Mediaeval Cheshire was a pioneer study of 
economic and social life in the county, written as long ago as 1929, and 
latterly his interest in military aspects of the period have produced 'The 
Black Prince's Expedition of 1355-57 (1958) and The Organization of War 
under Edward III J338-62 (1966), during which period Cheshire fighting 
men played a leading part. Dr. Hewitt is therefore well placed to give us an 
authoritative history of Cheshire at this period, and this he does.

As Dr. Hewitt says, the county "was distinctive, if not unique Durham 
is its only near counterpart in two respects; within its borders, the Earl 
had almost regal rights; outside its borders, it had a definite military 
function". Much of the interest of the period, at least from an institutional 
point of view, lies in the way the Crown took over the independent 
franchise built up by the Norman earls; separated it from the honour which 
in the earlier period had given them the greater portion of their wealth 
and power (the estates outside Cheshire were divided between the co 
heirs); maintained its independence from the traditional organs of central 
government (and thus provided a model for the later formed palatinate of 
Lancaster); used it still as the principal military base for operations against 
the Welsh; and then at a later date used it as a private source of revenue, 
either as an appanage of the Crown or of the Prince of Wales. The special 
relationship of Cheshire with Wales deserves the separate chapter given 
to it. During this period Flintshire took on its final shape, and was 
definitively annexed to the earldom, and the pattern of government of the
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two counties becomes settled, to last until the reforming zeal of Henry VIII 
brought Wales and its Marches into closer, though not complete con 
formity, with the rest of the country.

Dr. Hewitt's special interest in economic and social life is evident from 
the more detailed treatment given to these themes, particularly in agricul 
ture, which is dealt with commodity by commodity. A separate chapter on 
building is warranted by the fortunate survival of accounts which include 
details of the building and maintenance of royal castles and the royal 
foundation of Vale Royal, though nothing is said about domestic buildings. 
Then follows a description of the three Wiches, Macclesfield and Chester. 
This section provides a valuable summary of what is known of the 
mediaeval salt industry surprisingly little is apparently ascertainable of 
the quantities produced and sold and a sketch of Chester, which was by 
far the most developed town and borough in the county, and which 
admirably illustrates the traditional triangle of conflicting forces of castle, 
city and abbey in the government of a county town. Chester was a small 
port by national standards, but, as Dr. Hewitt shows, it was the principal 
outlet for the region, with a flourishing Irish trade, and sizable imports of 
wine from Gascony. The final chapter on the people gives a clear picture of 
the position of the villein, religious life, the effect of the Black Death, 
military service, lawlessness and disorder (for which Cheshire was 
notorious), and ends appropriately with Richard II, who specially favoured 
the county, brought face to face with Henry, Duke of Lancaster, in Chester 
Castle.

Dr. Hewitt's treatment of the institutional aspects of the government of 
the county is far more summary. This may be a reflection of the difficulties 
in a collaborative history such as this series, particularly when the volumes 
are not produced in chronological sequence, to decide where features 
common to more than one period should be described. He wisely avoids 
using the anachronistic description "palatinate", though in fact this is a 
period when that word is gaining currency to describe the franchises of the 
Earldom. It may well be that the distinctive organisation for keeping the 
peace in this region represented by the sergeants of the peace, will be 
described in more detail in the volume dealing with the preceding period. 
Yet the period under review saw the beginnings of the justices of the peace 
in the rest of the country, which were not introduced into Cheshire until 
the sixteenth century, and this deserves comment.

Dr. Hewitt's passing reference to advowries, another distinctive regional 
institution, is so brief as to be misleading. The advowries are linked with 
Hoole Heath, Rudheath and Kingsmarsh, whereas Stewart-Brown in the 
article quoted for further reading says "I cannot find that the advowries in 
Cheshire had any connection with [these] secular sanctuaries". I would 
also have liked to see some examination of the place of the county court 
as a representative body, following up the hint in a writ to the justice and 
chamberlain in 1383 requiring them to summon tarn dominos et magnates 
quam communitates comitatus to vote a subsidy (Cheshire claimed exemp 
tion from taxes voted by parliament since it was not represented there). 
The same lack of interest in institutional history seems to be responsible 
for the omission of any assessment of the development of the smaller 
boroughs, though a number received their foundation, and often only, 
charter during this period.

These comments should not be taken as detracting from the value of the 
volume. Dr. Hewitt has performed a valuable service in bringing together 
within the modest compass allowed him a mass of information not other-
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wise easily accessible in readable form, for which both general reader and 
historian will be grateful. The volume is a worthy addition to the series. It 
is attractively produced with fine photographs of monumental effigies of 
the Black Prince and two knights, and of features from church and 
cathedral. It is a pity that the high standard throughout has been marred by 
careless transcription of documents illustrated, and a reversed impression 
of the mayor of Chester's seal. This can easily be remedied in subsequent 
editions which will surely be called for.

B. C. REDWOOD.

Some Aspects of Education in Cheshire in the Eighteenth Century
by Derek Robson 

(Chetham Society, Third Series, Vol. 13 (1966), 235 pp. Price 45s.)

Scholarly books about Cheshire are very welcome. This factual account 
of the types, quantity, quality and location of schools gives another slant 
to our knowledge of a century increasingly documented in recent volumes 
of our own Transactions and of other similar societies. The commercial 
and industrial magnates imitated the landed aristocracy and new gentry or 
co-operated with them in providing funds for grammar and elementary 
schools. Where such foundations were lacking, private academies with 
varying degrees of attainment catered for the children of the better off who 
wanted more enlightened curricula that could be turned to good account 
in business. Not that the materialistic or egocentric reasons for providing 
schools should be over-emphasised; ethical, moral, religious and practical 
reasons were in evidence.

The lengthy appendices of this book show an impressive list of schools 
and benefactors, with much relevant information about the qualifications, 
academic, religious and moral, of the teachers: a good character was 
usually highly rated and on the whole the impression is that eighteenth- 
century Cheshire schoolmasters were conscientious and steadfast, often 
staying many years in the same school and winning for it a reputation for 
stability and in some cases high academic standards. A few men moved 
from school to school but over a restricted area. Each important town, 
such as the head of a deanery or growing industrial centre, had what could 
be classed as a grammar school where Latin, and Greek if necessary, could 
be taught. Occasionally there is a glimpse into the activities of dissenters 
who were legally barred from higher education; Joseph Priestley taught for 
a time at Nantwich although he was more famous as a teacher at the 
Warrington Academy. Links with towns and people outside the county 
provoke speculation about communications, relations between landed and 
manufacturing families and the influence of national bodies such as the 
S.P.C.K.

The conclusions should be read first because in this chapter Mr. Robson 
makes a clear statement of his views. The valuable appendices will then 
illustrate the various points and show the origin of the evidence. The 
bibliographical lists could be made even more useful by a short comment 
on the reliability of the more important sources, for contemporary 
evidence can be most misleading unless the bias of the writer is known. In 
a book written for readers who may not be historians it would seem more 
appropriate to give modern spellings and an interpretation of the eighteenth- 
century names. The multi-township system of parishes in Cheshire needs 
some explanation for the non-specialist, otherwise statements about the
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two parishes of Over and Whitegate will appear confusing and even 
contradictory, and so will references to places in Prestbury parish. The 
reader should be warned that a relevant map is necessary. Similarly there 
seems to be an ambiguous use of the word "protestant" when "noncon 
formist" is more accurate.

The most serious defect of the book arises from the arrangement of the 
material. There is much repetition of evidence, as though each chapter had 
been written for separate publication. If used only as a reference book, the 
reader can select the obviously relevant pages, but anyone who settles down 
to read the whole book will be annoyed by the second, third and even 
fourth statement of the same fact. But few scholars start at the beginning 
and work through to the end; they look at the bibliography, next the 
conclusions and then study the arguments. The first two indigestible 
chapters are palatable after the reader has persevered and absorbed the 
rest. A "stout stomach" is highly recommended though a weaker one can 
relish the savour of the book if it is eaten slowly and well chewed.

JOAN BECK.
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