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I

A" some stage in Liverpool's history the Common Council 
adopted a civic motto: diligent research, however, has 

failed to discover any official record of the decision to do so.
In England and Wales a motto is not an integral part of 

armorial bearings, except in some special cases, and therefore 
it may be changed at will by the bearer without reference to 
the College of Arms. Liverpool's motto does not appear in the 
representation of the Liverpool coat given in the margin of the 
grant and confirmation of arms of 22 March 1797, but it is 
depicted in the representation of the full coat and supporters in 
the margin of the grant of supporters of the following day. In 
the description of the coat and supporters in the grant no 
allusion to the motto is made, and its appearance on the 
representation of the coat does not confer legal status upon it as 
part of the coat.

Civic heraldry, 111 the bearing of coats of arms by local 
authorities, although deeply rooted in antiquity, is mainly of 
nineteenth- and twentieth-century growth. By 1700, ninety 
English cities and towns had officially acquired armorial 
bearings, several of the cities in the Middle Ages, (S) but in the 
following one-and-a-half centuries there were relatively few 
additions to the list. Today, more than five hundred English and 
Welsh local authorities bear arms by right of grant, confirmation 
or record by the College of Arms, and several hundred more 
have adopted armorial bearings without the College's sanction. 
Practically every local authority has adopted a motto; some 
(e.g. Cardiff) adopted two. Liverpool's motto has always given 
rise to a minor mystery, and these notes have been compiled in 
in an endeavour to solve it.

Liverpool's armorial bearings, particularly the principal 
device of both coat and crest, the so-called "Liver" bird, have

01 The leading work on the subject is C. V. Scott Giles, Civic Heraldry. 
'*' e.g. London, Norwich, Shrewsbury and Kingston-upon Hull.
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attracted the attention of several leading local antiquaries 
during the last hundred years,' 3 ' but the motto, a prominent 
feature of the full coat, has been almost completely ignored. 
When, why and by whom the sixth line of Virgil's first Eclogue 
was chosen are questions to which the Liverpool Town Books 
and other surviving official records furnish no answer. It is 
evident that at some date the civic leaders felt that the motto 
was appropriate to the position that Liverpool had then 
attained, and officially adopted it. This is a comparatively 
unimportant event in our local history, but as it seems to be 
linked with Liverpool's economic expansion and emergence as 
a major seaport, a search for information about it was deemed 
worthwhile.

A brief correspondence in The Times in 1957 produced some 
interesting views on the motto, but nothing further. A paper, 
The Armorial Bearings of the City of Liverpool, in the 1890 
TRANSACTIONS, is the only printed work of local history in 
which the motto is discussed. It was contributed by J. Paul 
Rylands, who recorded that the motto appears below the 
coat of arms on a Liverpool freeman's oath of 1759; Rylands 
stated: "I have not succeeded in ascertaining the reason for the 
selection of this motto." He then recounts the background to 
Virgil's composition of the Eclogue. With others, the poet had 
been dispossessed of his lands in Mantua. Later, Octavianus 
Caesar gave them back their lands, and Virgil, in gratitude, 
composed the Eclogue, in which, in the person of Tityrus, he 
describes Octavianus as a god, in the line Dens nobis hcec otia 
fecit. Rylands then asserts: "No event in Liverpool history, so 
far as I am aware, is sufficiently analogous to make the quotation 
especially appropriate as a motto for the town." He was right, 
of course, in this assumption, but Liverpool and others who 
have adopted the line as a motto were probably not concerned 
with the events which moved Virgil to write the Eclogue, but 
only with the sentiment expressed.

Rylands states that the motto "has been translated: 'These 
comforts, friend, were by a god bestowed'." John Dryden's 
translation of 1697 was "These blessings, friend, a deity 
bestowed". In the alphabetical list of mottoes in Fairbairn's 
Crests (1860 edition) the translation is "God has given us these 
things in tranquillity". C. V. Scott Giles, in his Civic Heraldry 
(2nd edition, 1953), has "God has given us this ease"; and the 
most recent translation, which is by Dr. E. V. Rieu in Virgil:

131 The late Robert Gladstone devoted much time to this subject. His notes are 
in the library of the Athenaeum, Liverpool. See also Sydney Jeffery's article in the 
Liverpool Daily Post of 16 December 1949.
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The Pastoral Poems (Penguin Classics, 1962), is "The man to 
whom I owe this happy leisure is a god".

It will be noticed that the translation of otia varies. The 
earlier translations give the general terms "blessings" or 
"comforts"; the later ones give more specifically "ease", 
"tranquillity" or "leisure". In a search for Liverpool's reason 
for adopting Virgil's line this change in translation may be of 
importance. I suggest that Liverpool would have in mind a 
translation contemporary with the period when the borough 
made its choice, which, as stated below, would probably be in 
the early years of the eighteenth century. All the available 
evidence disproves any assumption that early eighteenth- 
century Liverpool, commercially and politically, enjoyed an 
atmosphere of ease, leisure or tranquillity, and it is inconceiv 
able that the shipowners, merchants and tradesmen who 
comprised the Common Council would attach such a misleading 
label to it.

The leading translation of Virgil's Eclogues of that period 
was that published in 1697 by John Dryden, who, as mentioned 
above, translated otia as "blessings". Dryden was highly 
popular as a writer, and, since his poem Absalom and Achitophel 
was quoted in Liverpool's loyal address to Charles II, following 
the failure of the Rye House Plot, it is evident that his readers 
included local civic officials and councillors. Liverpool is likely 
to have had "blessings" in mind, rather than "ease" or "leisure" 
when the line was chosen as a civic motto, and "blessings" is 
certainly more in accord with the circumstances which moved 
Virgil to write the Eclogue.

In addition to Liverpool's, eight examples of the use of the 
motto in Great Britain and Ireland have been found. It was 
chosen as a family motto by Edward Hyde, first Earl of Claren 
don, and by the families of Bolger of St. Austens in Eire, 
Boleyn of Scotland and England, and Barrow of Scotland and 
England. (4) The line was used for other purposes by Sir William 
Temple (1628-99), Archbishop George Abbot (1562-1633), Sir 
William Cunliffe Brooks, Baronet, (1819-1900), and by the 
Chapter Clerk of Wells Cathedral in Somerset in 1685. (5)

Sir William Temple, Carolean statesman and diplomat, 
inscribed the motto on the keystone over the entrance to his 
house, Moor Park, at Farnham in Surrey, about 1680. Arch 
bishop Abbot had it inscribed above the main entrance to the

141 The territorial descriptions of Bolger, Boleyn and Barrow are as given in 
Fairbairn's Crests.

151 Mr. R. F. Cooke, M.A., drew my attention to the use of the motto by 
Archbishop Abbot and the Wells Chapter Clerk.
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hospital for aged people which he presented to Guildford in 
Surrey in 1619, and this is the earliest use of the motto in 
England so far discovered. Virgil's line was painted after 1880 
on a wooden screen between the hall and dining-room at 
Barlow Hall, Lancashire, by Sir William Cunliffe Brooks, 
whose home it was. (6) The line concluded a pasan of praise 
written in the Wells Cathedral Chapter Acts when the royalist 
forces re-entered the city after its occupation by Monmouth's 
rebels. Several instances of the inscription of the motto over 
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Italian domestic porticoes 
have also been found.

At least five of the eight users quoted above share a common 
reason for adopting the motto the attainment of prosperity, 
affluence, leisure, contentment, security or comfort.

When Edward Hyde, after years of exile, returned to England 
with Charles II in 1660, he received the titles of Earl of 
Clarendon and Viscount Cornbury, a gift of £20,000, and the 
manor of Cornbury in Oxfordshire. He was also confirmed in 
the dignity of High Chancellor. He inscribed the motto on the 
frieze of the portico of the east front of Cornbury Park, the 
fine house built for him in 1663-8 by the notable Restoration 
architect, Hugh May.

Sir William Temple, after a long and distinguished career as 
statesman, ambassador, and successful negotiator of treaties 
and of a royal marriage, retired in 1679 and settled down at 
Moor Park with his famous wife, Dorothy Osborn, to the 
enthusiastic cultivation of his cherries, plums and "standard 
apricocks". He also found time for much literary work, which, 
incidentally, included the translation of Virgil. <7)

George Abbot, Archbishop of Canterbury from 1611 to 1633, 
built the Trinity Hospital for the maintenance of a master, 
twelve brethren and eight sisters of his native town of Guildford. 
Abbot's Hospital, as it is locally known, still fulfils its original 
purpose of providing comfort and security for aged Guild- 
fordians.

Barlow Hall, on the north bank of the Mersey, near Chorlton- 
cum-Hardy, is now the headquarters of the local golf club. 
Sir William Cunliffe Brooks occupied it from 1880 to his death 
in 1900. The wooden-screen on which Virgil's line is painted 
was erected during the occupancy of the Hall by Sir William 
who, from 1864 to his death, was the sole proprietor of the

161 Mr. Robert Eaton provided me with much information about the Cunliffe 
Brooks family.

171 Readers, no doubt, will recall the association of Dean Swift and Stella 
with Moor Park and Sir William Temple.
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important private bank of Cunliffe, Brooks and Company, of 
Manchester, London and Blackburn. (8) His domestic life was 
one of great felicity. His last twenty years were passed at 
Barlow Hall, a house of great historic interest and charm, 
surrounded by well-kept lawns and gardens. Sir William was 
delighted with the peace and seclusion of his home, and the 
inscription on the screen' 91 is no doubt a heartfelt expression of 
gratitude for his happy and successful family and business life. 
The choice of Virgil's line at Wells in 1685 is self-explanatory.

It is evident that these users of the motto felt that it expressed 
their belief that the blessings they had received were a mark of 
God's grace and favour. Was there a period in Liverpool 
history when the civic leaders may have felt similarly grateful 
to the Deity for favours bestowed upon them? There was, 
indeed. It was in the later years of the half-century between 
1675 and 1725, during which Liverpool rose from obscurity to 
importance and affluence. By 1702 it had become the third 
seaport of the realm. Its first wet dock and graving dock were 
opened to shipping in 1715; and a fine new custom house was 
built in 1719 to the designs of Thomas Ripley, the architect of 
the London Custom House and the Admiralty in Whitehall. 
By 1720 plans were under way for forming lines of communica 
tion by water to Manchester, the Lancashire coal-fields and the 
Cheshire salt-mines. The turnpiking of the Prescot road was 
proposed in 1725 and started in 1726. The tobacco and 
sugar trades were firmly established; the ceramic industry 
started in Lord Street in 1710 and had expanded beyond the 
Pool area by 1725. The parish of Liverpool was created by act 
of parliament in 1699; by 1704 Liverpool had a fine new parish 
church St. Peter's, and in 1724 the Corporation decided to 
build a third church St. George's. A charity school was 
established in 1709, and it developed into a large residential 
school for poor children, the Blue Coat Hospital, which was 
opened in 1718.

Celia Fiennes, who visited the town in 1695, wrote: "It's 
London in miniature as ever I saw anything"; and Daniel 
Defoe, who was here in 1680, 1690 and 1705, was amazed 
when he found the size and trade of the town doubled at each 
successive visit. "Liverpool," he wrote later, "is one of the 
wonders of Britain"; and Heaven, he declared, had Liverpool

181 He was educated at Rugby and Cambridge; became a barrister of the 
Inner Temple in 1848; was in parliament for Cheshire constituencies from 1869 
to 1892; was created a baronet, 1886. One of his daughters married the llth 
Marquess of Huntly; the other married Lord Francis Cecil, second son of the 
3rd Marquess of Exeter.

"" Picture of the screen showing the motto is in Palatine Note Book, Vol. 4.
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"in its particular protection", an assertion, one might reason 
ably claim, which conveyed in other words the sense of Virgil's 
line.

From the Restoration onwards Liverpool's expanding 
commerce attracted men of county status to the port in ever 
increasing numbers; merchant houses were established and 
county families from a wide area of England and Wales placed 
their sons here as mercantile apprentices. Many new streets 
were built, some of them lined with the handsome houses of the 
leading merchants. It would not be surprising if, at a date in the 
latter part of the half-century under review, it occurred to 
someone that Deus nobis hcec otia fecit was not an inappropriate 
motto for Liverpool. It seems beyond doubt that civic pride in 
Liverpool's economic expansion was the reason for the adoption 
of the motto.

II
J. Paul Rylands, whose work on Liverpool's armorial bear 

ings has already been cited, gives 1759 as the date of the earliest 
use of the motto which he had found. It is evident that he 
overlooked the fine representation of the coat and motto on 
James Chadwick's Mapp of all the Streets, Lanes and Alleys 
within the Town of Liverpool (1725), the earliest map of the 
town made from an actual survey. Rylands must have known 
of this invaluable map, and in his research must have had 
recourse to it. 1101 The motto appears on a conventional ribbon 
below the town's coat and crest, complete with wreath, helm 
and vigorous mantling. The map was commissioned by the 
corporation, and on 6 October 1725 Chadwick was paid £6 
"On account of surveying the Town and Lordship"; and on 
the following 31 January he received a further £6, "On 
account of his Map of ditto". The coat of arms and the flanking 
cartouches are an integral part of the map plate, and the official 
status of the map indicates that the coat and motto are depicted 
as the result of express instructions to Chadwick by the Common 
Council. In other words, by 1725 the motto had been adopted 
by that body. But was its representation on this map the earliest 
occasion on which it was used ? Although the evidence on this 
point may be regarded as inconclusive, it seems that the motto 
was adopted in 1724 or 1725. Reasons for this opinion are 
discussed below.

Liverpool's coat of arms, in common with that of numerous 
ancient cities and boroughs, derives from the device displayed

1101 He was a distinguished local historian, a leading authority on heraldry 
and book-plates, and a notable member and official of this society.



LIVERPOOL'S MOTTO 7

on its corporate seal, which was probably adopted in the early 
thirteenth century.' U) Today, the bird depicted on the seal is 
generally accepted as a crude representation of the eagle of St. 
John, chosen in honour of King John, who, in 1207, granted 
Liverpool its first charter. The bird's identity was lost in the 
Middle Ages and in 1611 the Common Council ordered that a 
new piece of civic plate should be "Marked with the Cormorant, 
the Townes Arms, on it". This is the earliest direct mention of 
a coat of arms in connection with Liverpool, but from then 
onwards references to the arms are frequent.

There is some slight evidence that Liverpool was granted arms 
by William Flower, Norroy King of Arms, abcut 1580, U21 but 
it is more likely that the town adopted arms without the 
Heralds' sanction. In 1668 the earl of Derby presented a large 
silver mace to Liverpool; this was engraved with the Royal 
Arms and also (in the words of the official record) "with the 
arms of the towne, viz. the Leaver"; this is the earliest mention 
of what we now call the liver-bird. A few years later, in a 
Randle Holme manuscript of about 1679, the crest makes its 
first appearance. Holme's rather crude drawing is captioned 
"The coat and crest of the Town of Liverpool in the county of 
Lancaster".

The Liverpool coat of arms, without crest, ornamentation 
or motto, is displayed on the Richard Windall painting of 
Liverpool dated 1682, so-called because it bears the initials of 
Windall, mayor in 1682. (13)

The Liverpool crest, a bird with elevated wings and with 
foliage in its beak, together with the date 1711, appeared on a 
lead rainwater-head on St. Peter's Church in Church Street. 
Two similar representations of the crest (undated) may be seen 
today on rainwater-heads at the angles of the centre and wings 
of the old Blue Coat Hospital in School Lane. They probably 
date from about 1717.

In 1714 William Jackson published his Coals-of-Arms of all the 
Corporations in England. It includes the coat and crest of "the 
antient corporation of Liverpool", but no motto is depicted. 
This mention of Liverpool in a London publication was much 
to the liking of the Common Council, and the members ordered 
that two volumes be subscribed for at the charge of the corpora 
tion.

Mr. M. R. Trappes-Lomax, Somerset Herald, informed this

1111 The oldest surviving example is on a British Museum document, dated 
1352.

1121 See TRANSACTIONS, 1890, pp. 6-8 and Sydney Jeffery, op. cit. 
(13) A photograph of this painting is in the Liverpool Athensum.
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writer that in a sample check he had not found any civic 
mottoes in the seventeenth-century Heralds' visitations, and he 
considered it "unlikely that such mottoes were officially 
recognised earlier than the eighteenth century". It would 
appear from this authoritative statement that in the matter of a 
civic motto Liverpool was comparatively early in the field, as 
she has been in so many more important civic enterprises.

A search at the Liverpool Record Office for civic documents 
dated earlier than 1725, bearing the Liverpool coat of arms, 
proved fruitless, and the Chadwick map of 1725 emerged as the 
earliest-known printed civic representation of the Liverpool 
arms, either with or without the motto. All known earlier civic 
representations of the coat or crest (all, of course, without the 
motto) were depicted on metal the civic regalia and plate, 
the escutcheon of the town wait, the borough seal, the pewter 
badges worn by paupers, and the rainwater-heads of St. Peter's 
Church and the Blue Coat Hospital. These representations on 
metal were all of the unadorned coat or crest, but, as mentioned 
above, the Chadwick map bore the coat complete with crest, 
helm, mantling and motto; and in the decade after 1725 the 
corporation started to use stationery imprinted with the coat 
and motto. The motto, indeed, so far as we know, was never 
omitted from post-1725 printed representations, although the 
crest, helm and mantling were not always included. 04 '

It is evident that in the first quarter of the eighteenth century 
Liverpool's growing sense of civic pride had kept pace with the 
town's ample achievements, and it is difficult to avoid the 
conclusion that in 1724 or 1725 something occurred which 
caused this sense of pride to reach a climax. It may be that this 
was the publication of Daniel Defoe's A Tour Through Great 
Britain. In that period Liverpool was remote and not easily 
accessible from London, either by land or water. Previously it 
had received but scant attention by writers of note, and when 
the borough arms were depicted in William Jackson's book the 
council, as stated above, lost no time in buying two copies. 
But in 1724 Defoe, a national figure and an influential man of 
letters, extolled Liverpool's progressive spirit and achievements. 
It was quite an occasion, and it may be reasonable to suggest 
that the Common Council would notice with keen satisfaction 
the eulogies of the town by a writer of such eminence.

In a Liverpool which extended only from Union Street to 
Hanover Street, and from Cheapside to the Mersey, (15) Chad-

(14) e.g. on the Corporation Notes issued 1793-6.
1151 These were the limits of the inhabited area only; the actual civic boundaries 

were much wider.
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wick's map is more likely to have been born of civic pride than 
of real necessity, and it is possible that its production was 
directly related to Defoe's work. Defoe declared that heaven 
had Liverpool in its particular protection, and this paraphrase of 
Virgil's line may have conjured up the motto in the mind of some 
classically erudite Liverpool burgess. As an officially sponsored 
project, Chadwick's map had to bear the borough's coat of arms, 
but this would have looked bare and insignificant without 
exterior ornaments, so, when adding helm and mantling why 
not include a motto? It is not difficult to imagine civic leaders 
asking themselves this question. Quite a number of them were 
of armigerous families which had adopted mottoes. It is this 
writer's firm opinion, after carefully considering all the evidence, 
that the motto was adopted in 1724 or 1725, and that its display 
on Chadwick's map was the earliest occasion on which it was 
used.

The Liverpool corporation's use of the borough coat of arms 
between the date of the adoption of a motto and the official 
grant of arms in 1797 has never received attention, except in a 
perfunctory manner by Rylands in 1890. The Corporation 
began to print the full coat and motto on some of its stationery 
about 1730. The plate, which measured 4£ inches by 3^ inches, 
was a fine example of what is now called the early armorial 
style, and although unsigned, stylistic evidence indicates that it 
was made by the artist who engraved the splendid book-plate (16) 
for Edward, eleventh earl of Derby, in 1736.

In striking contrast to the present-day ubiquity of the arms 
and motto, they were displayed very sparingly in the eighteenth 
century prior to the grant. So far as can be ascertained, the only 
documents which bore the arms were the freemen's oaths and 
certificates, some of the later lease indentures, and the corpora 
tion notes issued in the financial crisis of 1793-6. These docu 
ments were the most important issued by the corporation, 
hence, no doubt, the use of the civic arms.

The freemen's oaths and certificates were documents issued 
to each burgess on his admission to the freedom. A number of 
men were admitted at each council meeting, and to save the 
time involved in writing the documents in full, the town clerk 
(Ralph Peters) devised a printed form with blank spaces in 
which the personal details relative to a particular freeman could 
be written.

The earliest civic document discovered bearing the full coat

(ltl Reproduced in TRANSACTIONS, 1888. The Liverpool coat is in 
TRANSACTIONS, 1890.

C



10 LIVERPOOL'S MOTTO
and motto was a burgess certificate dated 1736 |17) . The next 
was a freeman's oath of 1746. The coat on these documents was 
imprinted from the early armorial plate referred to above. 
The next document found was also a freeman's oath; it was 
dated 1767 and the imprint of the coat and motto was from a 
new plate. As the old plate had then been in use for about thirty 
years, it would not be surprising if it had become worn. The 
new plate was the one mentioned in an entry of April 1758 in 
the Town Books, reading: "Ordered, that a small copper plate 
for the freemen's oaths, with the Town's Arms, be got forth 
with." The new plate was a creditable production in the 
Chippendale style, a rococo form of decoration which attained 
popularity with English engravers and decorators about the 
mid-eighteenth century. The engraving is signed "J. Evans, 
Liverpool", and beyond doubt was executed by Jeremiah 
Evans, a most capable engraver, who, until 1957, was completely 
ignored by local historians and British art dictionaries.' 181

In the 1770s Liverpool devised its own form of lease 
indenture, a printed document with the civic coat of arms 
displayed in the top left corner. A plate in the Chippendale 
style similar to that engraved by Evans in 1758 was used, but it 
was signed by Thomas Billinge (19) , indicating that the Evans 
plate, in its turn, had become unusable. The Billinge plate was 
used on lease indentures until the early 1790s when it was 
superseded by a plate which, at first glance, appeared to be the 
early armorial plate used half a century earlier on the freeman's 
oath of 1746. Actually, however, a close examination disclosed 
that there were minute differences, and it is evident that a late 
eighteenth-century engraver was instructed to copy the earlier 
plate.

In addition to its use on these documents by the corporation, 
the full coat, crest and motto were displayed on the notable 
Plan of Liverpool by John Eyes, published in 1765, and on 
George Perry's fine map of 1769. The coat and motto are en-

{1 " This was found in the Lancashire Record Office at Preston. It was issued 
to James Gordon, Lord of the Manor of Poulton in Wallasey.

us) por information about Evans see Knowles Boney, Liverpool Porcelain of 
the 18th Century (1957). Evans was one of the earliest engravers to be attracted 
to pottery print engraving and was in whole-time employment with John Sadler, 
the Liverpool inventor of the system of decorating pottery by transfer printing, a 
process which brought about a revolution in the ceramic industry. The book 
plates Evans engraved included the original one of the Liverpool Library in 
1760, and he engraved the plates of the 1755 edition of the Fearon and Eyes 
Chart of the Sea-coast from Chester to Formby.

1191 Billinge, a Liverpool newspaper proprietor and notable engraver, was also 
in the employ of John Sadler. He engraved the eight sheets of William Yates's 
fine map of Lancashire published in 1786.
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graved on civic regalia and plate purchased in the eighteenth 
century, and on some of the Liverpool money tokens issued in 
that century.

in
How was the motto brought to Liverpool's notice, and on 

whose initiative was it adopted?
Two-and-a-half centuries after the event, and unaided 

by official or unofficial records, an attempt to answer these 
questions was bound to be a speculative exercise rather than a 
serious and profitable enquiry. Not surprisingly, the attempt 
failed. However, it afforded some glimpses of interesting events 
and personalities in our local history, and produced some data 
concerning the social backgrounds and academic associations 
of some leading Liverpool families of the period.

The motives of five people who used the motto have been 
mentioned. Could its use by Archbishop Abbott, Lord Claren 
don, Sir William Temple, Sir William Cunliffe Brooks, or the 
Wells Cathedral Chapter Clerk have any relation to its use by 
Liverpool? No link connecting Abbot or the Wells Chapter 
Clerk with Liverpool has been found. Sir William Temple was a 
prospective candidate at the Liverpool parliamentary by- 
election of 1670, an election which has since been described as 
one of the most remarkable on record. (20) Thirteen people, 
several of whom were of national repute, staked claims to 
represent the borough, and Charles II and the Duke of Mon- 
mouth were among the eminent figures interested in this by- 
election. At the time, Sir William was ambassador at The 
Hague. He was an acquaintance of Caryl, Viscount Molyneux, 
and, claimed his sponsor, his candidature had Molyneux's 
"concurrence". Caryl's support, however, would have endeared 
neither Sir William nor his motto to the Liverpool Common 
Council and the Liverpool freemen. Relations between Moly 
neux and Liverpool had not been worse since 1644, when the 
Royalists under his command stormed the town's ramparts 
near Oldhall Street and put many townsfolk to the sword. In 
1670 the council was in bitter litigious conflict with him, and in 
actual physical conflict with his retainers, who were attempting 
to bridge the Pool stream at Lord Street end in order to establish 
the Molyneux claim to Liverpool commons. It is beyond the 
bounds of possibility that the 1670 by-election had any link 
with Liverpool's adoption of the motto.

Brooks and Cunliffe are notable names in Liverpool history,
(20) Full details of this by-election are given in TRANSACTIONS, 1853 and 

1941.
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Brooks from Tudor times to the nineteenth century, and 
Cunliffe throughout the eighteenth century. Sir William 
Cunliffe Brooks of Barlow Hall, who, incidentally, was a 
member of this Society, was descended from the Brooks of 
Whalley. The Cunliffe in his name derived from Roger Cunliffe, 
who established the bank in Blackburn in 1792. He was of the 
Great Harwood Cunliffes, a line collateral with that of Wycoller, 
to which the Liverpool Cunliffes belonged. The use of the motto 
by Sir William demanded examination, but the relevant 
Cunliffe and Brooks pedigrees contain no evidence connecting 
Liverpool with these families. The earliest of the Liverpool 
Cunliffes was Foster Cunliffe, of Wycoller (1685-1758), who 
arrived here before 1706, probably as an apprentice to Richard 
Norris. The failure to find a link between Cunliffe Brooks and 
Liverpool does not, of course, eliminate Foster Cunliffe from 
the list of "possibles" who may have helped the Common 
Council to choose a motto. He attained great eminence and 
influence as the port's leading merchant and shipowner, and 
was mayor in 1716, 1729 and 1735.

The discovery of the motto at Cunliffe Brooks's home, 
Barlow Hall, although on a wooden screen of comparatively 
modern date, raised the question whether any of the Hall's 
original owners, the Barlows, could have influenced Liverpool's 
choice of a motto. There are a number of Barlow links with 
our local history. Edward, third earl of Derby, one of the most 
notable early holders of the title, married Margaret Barlow of 
Barlow as his second wife. He was a great patron of Liverpool, 
assisting it at various times with his powerful influence. Caryl, 
third Viscount Molyneux, married Mary Barlow of Barlow in 
1650. A Barlow of Barlow cadet was on the fourth earl of 
Derby's household pay-roll in 1577. Andrew Barlow, possibly 
of Barlow, was appointed a Liverpool common councillor by 
the Charter of James II in 1685. A year earlier he presented a 
piece of plate to the t corporation on his admission to the 
freedom. His gift is not to be found today among the civic 
plate, but one naturally wonders if, by any chance, the motto 
found at Barlow Hall was inscribed upon it and thus brought 
to the corporation's notice. The Barlow motto was Pret en foi 
 (Ready in faith). A careful study of these various Barlow links 
with Liverpool and district revealed no convincing evidence 
that they influenced Liverpool's choice of Virgil's line.

Edward Hyde, first earl of Clarendon, was third in descent 
from Robert Hyde of Hyde and Norbury, in the county of 
Chester, where the family had been settled for several centuries. 
Although Clarendon appears to have been the first Hyde to be
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associated with Deus nobis hac otia fecit, in view of his northern 
ancestry the possibility of there being some link between the 
East Cheshire Hydes and Liverpool was examined, but none 
was found; there is no mention of the name in any of the 
Liverpool Town Books or other early records. 1211

Nevertheless, despite the absence of a Hyde-Liverpool link, 
it is Clarendon who, long after his death, provides one of the 
most interesting "possibilities" in this enquiry. In 1715, John 
Fells, mariner, of Liverpool, bequeathed £30 to St. Peter's 
Church for the establishment of a library, and among the 
books acquired was Lord Clarendon's three-volume History 
of the Rebellion, published 1702-4. In volume I the frontispiece 
is an engraving of Lely's portrait of the author boldly displaying 
the Clarendon coat and motto. There is evidence that in its 
early days the Fells library was well patronised by the literate 
section of Liverpool's population, 1221 and as the History was 
a "best seller", (23) it is reasonably certain that a number of the 
leading townsfolk saw its frontispiece bearing the coat and 
motto. Clearly, it is within the bounds of possibility that the 
medium by which Virgil's line was brought to Liverpool's 
notice was Clarendon's History of the Rebellion.

There were other possible media, however. In the early 
eighteenth century, periodicals appeared in strength on the 
literary scene, and it was the fashion for some of their editors 
to make frequent use of classical tags. Deus nobis hcec otia fecit 
occasionally appeared.* 241 There is no definite evidence that 
these journals were on general sale in Liverpool, but it seems 
likely that the town's book-sellers would stock a limited number. 
Others would reach Liverpool in the saddle-bags of M.P.'s, 
merchants, attorneys and others returning from London.

The Liverpool of 1675-1725 was well endowed with erudite 
townsmen versed in the classics. The rectors came first to mind. 
Between 1699, when Liverpool became a separate parish, and 
1725, there were five rectors. The Parish Act enacted that the 
parish should be served by two rectors. The five were all 
university graduates. Robert Styth and Henry Richmond were 
of Brasenose, Oxford; William Atherton of Emanuel, Cam 
bridge; Thomas Baldwin of Jesus, Cambridge; and Thomas

1211 From this ancient but undistinguished family of Cheshire squires sprang 
two queens regnant of England Mary II and Anne.

1221 Liverpool Vestry Books, Vol. I, p. 112, records that fifty-four books had 
not been returned by borrowers.

1231 The profits from its sales paid for the building of the present Clarendon 
Building at Oxford.

1241 I am indebted to Mr. J. K. Rowlands of the Clarendon Press for this 
information.
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Bell of Pembroke, Oxford.' 25 ' Atherton died in 1706 and 
Styth in 1713, before the Fells library was established, but it is 
still possible, of course, that the choice of motto originated 
with one of them.

It is doubtful if the Common Council regarded Rector 
Richmond as one of its blessings. He was in continual bitter 
conflict with the Council, his accusations that it was a "corrupt 
majority and a packed Council" invoked counter-charges that 
Richmond "did abandon his flock" for four months, thereby 
encouraging "vice, profaneness and immorality... to the 
high displeasure of God and all good men". It is inconceivable 
that the Council would accept a suggestion from him about a 
motto, or, indeed, that he would propose one!

Little is known of Rector Bell. The infrequent references to 
him in contemporary records suggest that, except for his 
rectorial duties, he played little part in civic affairs. Rector 
Thomas Baldwin was born into an atmosphere of civic aware 
ness. His father, a leading member of the company of Wigan 
Pewterers, was also an alderman of that ancient borough. 
The rector was generally on good terms with the Liverpool 
Common Council, which, in 1733, elected him to membership, 
the only local cleric to be so honoured. He remained a member 
of the council until 1749. Of the two rectors Bell and Baldwin, 
the latter would appear the more likely to have sponsored the 
adoption of the motto; indeed, of the numerous "possibles" 
the odds seem to be shortest against him. But the "possibles" 
were, indeed, numerous.

It has already been mentioned that Liverpool was a magnet 
which attracted young men of county status from a wide area. 
It was not unusual for representatives of these newcomers to 
be elected to the Common Council, and the lists of councillors 
in the Town Books reveal that about 20 to 25 per cent were 
members of armigerous families, most of whom had adopted 
mottoes. To them it would seem normal and proper that 
their adopted town, an ancient borough, should fall into line 
with Chester, for so long its rival as a seaport, but by 1700 far 
behind Liverpool in maritime importance. Chester had adopted 
a motto in 1613. It is conceivable that one of these councillors 
may have suggested Virgil's line as a civic motto. These new 
comers to the town are almost certain to have been educated 
at public or grammar schools, or by private tutors, and to have 
acquired at least a smattering of the classics. Destined for

(15> Information here and below about the Oxford and Cambridge colleges 
attended is derived from Alumni, Oxon., Alumni. Cantab., and Dictionary of 
National Biography.
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commercial careers, they would not have been sent by their 
fathers to universities, but as a group their family associations 
with Oxford or Cambridge are rather impressive. In this 
connection the families of Clayton, Norris, Cleveland, Houghton 
and Peters were examined. The Claytons were an ancient 
Lancashire land-owning family. Robert Clayton of Fulwood 
and his brother Thomas arrived here about 1670 to engage in 
commerce. Thomas entered the council and was mayor in 1680. 
Robert's son, William, was mayor in 1689 and was elected M.P. 
in 1698. He represented Liverpool in six parliaments. His elder 
brother, Thomas, was of Magdalen College, Oxford, and Gray's 
Inn; his younger brother, John, Dean of Kildare and a Fellow 
of the Royal Society, 1261 was of St. Alban Hall and Merton 
College, Oxford. His nephew, Robert, was of Westminster 
School and Trinity College, Dublin.

The Liverpool Clevelands Richard, his nephew John, and 
his great-nephew William, were notable merchants and sugar 
bakers. Their Cambridge connections were notable: Richard's 
father, the vicar of Hinckley in Leicestershire, was of St. 
John's; two of his brothers were of Christ's; and another 
brother of Pembroke. His nephew and great-nephew were both 
of Christ's. John Cleveland of Liverpool was mayor in 1703 
and M.P. from 1710 to 1713. William, his son, was a Liverpool 
M.P. from 1722 to 1724.

The Norrises had been at Speke since the early fourteenth 
century. In the late seventeenth century some members of the 
family entered commercial and civic life in Liverpool. Thomas 
Norris had six sons. Thomas, the eldest, was M.P. for Liverpool 
from 1688 to 1695; William from 1695 to 1701; and Richard, a 
leading merchant, from 1708 to 1710; he was Mayor of Liver 
pool in 1700. Two other sons were of Brasenose College, 
Oxford, which also claimed John Earle's brother, Peter, 
Recorder Entwistle's son, William, Thomas Bootle's brother, 
Caryll, and Richard Houghton's son, Henry. Houghton was of 
an ancient Lancashire line, which claimed Norman descent 
collateral with that of the Hoghton Tower family. Richard, 
mayor in 1691, married firstly Eleanor, daughter of William 
Clayton, M.P., and secondly Margaret, daughter of Doctor 
Sylvester Richmond. Two of her brothers were rectors, one of 
Walton and the other of Liverpool. They were both of Brase 
nose.

The recorders, town clerks, customs collectors and attorneys

(2«i philosophical Transactions, 1693, included a contribution by him entitled 
"An Account of Several Observables in Virginia, more particularly concerning 
the Air".
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were men of classical education. Ralph Peters, town clerk from 
1707 to 1742, used much Latin when writing the Council and 
Portmoot minutes. His distinguished son, Richard, was edu 
cated at Westminster School, Leyden University and Wadham 
College, Oxford. Peters, who was town clerk when Chadwick 
produced his map, must be considered high up in the list of 
"possibles".

Other local families whose social backgrounds imply classical 
educations are, inter alia, the Earles, Willises, Colquitts, Cases, 
Cunliffes, and Gildarts. Clearly, if the local ebullience of the 
age demanded a Virgilian or Homeric tag as a civic motto, 
a large part of Liverpool's upper class was well enough educated 
to provide ideas.

In conclusion, I would refer to four further "possibilities", 
perhaps all rather remote, but included to show that they 
received consideration. Firstly, the Norris Papers reveal that 
Liverpool ships were trading to the central and eastern Mediter 
ranean by 1707. Perhaps some well-educated ship-master, 
factor or agent saw the motto on a portico in Genoa, Leghorn 
or Naples, and was impressed by its aptness for his home port. 
Secondly, Thomas Bootle of Melling, a barrister of the Inner 
Temple, took a keen interest in Liverpool affairs. In 1718 he 
presented the town with its first two fire-engines. He was an 
unsuccessful parliamentary candidate for the borough in 1722 
and a successful one in two elections in 1727; he was mayor in 
1726. In 1724 he purchased the Lathom estate of the Stanleys 
and without delay commissioned the notable architect Leoni 
to rebuild Lathom House. Leoni, a Venetian, was, of course, 
well acquainted with the imposing palaces and villas of Palladio 
and his rivals and successors in the Veneto province, and no 
doubt he had seen Virgil's line on Italian buildings. Liverpool's 
adoption of the motto could have derived from Bootle and 
Leoni being in communication in south-west Lancashire in 
1724 or 1725.

Thirdly, the eighteenth-century status symbol, the Grand 
Tour, was in its early days in the period under review, but 
Liverpool families, even the leading ones, were below the social 
group which sent its sons on lengthy European expeditions 
accompanied by tutors and valets. One local man, however, 
was in Italy from 1723 to 1725 Hamlet Winstanley, engraver, 
portraitist and art adviser to James, tenth earl of Derby. 
Winstanley was in Rome and Venice during most of his long 
Italian sojourn, and there is circumstantial evidence that he 
was interested in architecture as well as in pictures and sculpture. 
He may have mentioned the motto to Lord Derby, who was
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mayor of Liverpool in 1707 and 1734, and his lordship, realising 
its aptness, may have passed it on to the Common Council, 
which, to say the least, would have given serious consideration 
to any suggestion from Knowsley.

The fourth "possibility" is Nicholas Blundell, the diarist. In 
any enquiry concerning early eighteenth-century Liverpool 
it is difficult, if not impossible, to ignore the squire of Little 
Crosby whose daily records of local events from 1702 to 1728 
are invaluable as source material. During most of his adult life 
Blundell lived in his ancient manor house at Little Crosby, 
and every few days he visited Liverpool where, in coffee houses 
and inns, he wined or dined with his influential friends, many 
of whom were mayors, councillors, leading merchants or 
tradesmen. He was on friendly terms with most of the families 
already mentioned in this paper. His writings reveal that he was 
interested in heraldry and capable of suggesting a motto for the 
town. (27) Although the evidence is not completely conclusive 
on the point, Nicholas appears to have been the first of his 
ancient family to adopt a family motto. After family persecution 
for recusancy for more than a century, In omnibus requiem 
qucesivi (I sought peace in all things) might have appealed to 
him as a family motto, and it seems probable that it was adopted 
shortly before Liverpool adopted Virgil's line. There is also the 
possibility that, during Blundell's long sojourns in Flanders 
in 1716 and 1717 and in 1723, he may have seen the line in 
scribed on buildings or even on coats of arms. He displayed 
much interest in heraldry during his continental wanderings. 
However, although this local "Parson Woodforde" must be 
included as one of the "possibles" emerging from this enquiry, 
it must be pointed out that in diaries which leave no single day 
unnoticed, and in which events ranging from domestic trivialities 
to those of national importance are recorded, there is no 
mention of any suggestion concerning the choice of a motto for 
Liverpool.
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