
CROSSES IN CROSBY AND DISTRICT

S INCE Henry Taylor published The Ancient Crosses and Holy 
Wells of Lancashire in 1906, some new material has come 

to light on some of the crosses he mentions and on some which 
were not known at that time.

THE HIGHTOWN VILLAGE CROSS

Taylor says this cross was destroyed by some drunken men. 
A few years ago I came across a manuscript at Crosby Hall 
written by Tom Barnes, one time inn-keeper of the Blundell 
Arms or Ten Billets Inn (now the Pheasant Inn), in which he 
describes the changes in Merseyside from Liverpool to High- 
town between 1860 and 1910. This is what he says about the 
destruction of the Morehouses or Hightown Village Cross:

"This [Cross] had a misfortune some thirty years ago [about 1880] at the hands 
of, it was supposed to be, some of the Volunteers after returning from the rifle 
range [at Altcar], as there were distinct shot marks on the pedestal, just below 
the arms. So much so that Squire N. Blundell had an Iron band made and fitted 
to save it from falling off, and at the same time offering a reward to try and find 
the person or persons which done the damage, but as in all such cases, were not 
manley anough to give themselves up. Any one with common sence would never 
do such a wanton mischief."

In following the funeral route from Hightown (formerly the 
Morehouses) to the parish church at Sefton, it is quite clear 
that there must have been another wayside funeral cross be 
tween Hightown and the Lady Green Cross which Taylor 
mentions. Nothing was known of such a cross, but Barnes 
reveals that there was such a cross half-way between Hightown 
and the Lady Green Cross. He says that when a hole was dug 
at the corner where Orrell Hill Lane branches off Moss Lane 
the broken remains of a cross were found. This was so damaged 
and impossible to erect again that it was re-buried. Mr. Barnes 
has this to say about it:

"[This Cross] is not visible now, but the broken parts are buried in the end off the 
old ditch that used to be opposite to the end of Orrell Hill lone or lane going to 
Ince Blundell. . . . Now anyone would in reason ask the why and wherefore 
what was the cause of this particular one being buried. The reason I cannot give 
you, but 1 can give you the reason to know that there is the broken parts buried 
there. It is many years ago and it was on a Sunday afternoon that a Man was 
takeing two donkeys to Southport for the summer season, as in the season there 
used to be a great number there for donkey rideing on the sands. I may say it 
was one of the great attractions to Southport then, but that has nothing to do
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with the road side Cross just mentioned above, and why should the donkeys be 
mentioned here? It is because these two animals died on the road side of starva 
tion and hunger, the man being determined to take them to be ready for the 
Monday on the sands. Had the case been now days he would certainly be im 
prisoned for cruelty to Animals. When he realised he could not get any further 
with them he left them there and cleared [off] without leaveing his address. The 
writer [Tom Barnes] being one of the lads to dig the hole to buerie them in and in 
digging the hole we came across the broken Cross. When this was mentioned 
some of the old inhabitants told us that they remembered the Cross being there 
when they were boys, and as well as the writer can remember we took pieces 
away as curios but what became of these I cannot remember."

MOOR LANE CROSS, GREAT CROSBY

In following the funeral route from Great Crosby to Sefton 
Church, it is obvious that there must have been a wayside cross 
for the bearers to have a rest and say a prayer for the dead in 
between Great Crosby and the Village Cross at Thornton. 
Nothing was known of such a cross until recently, when 
Mr. B. M. Whitiock Blundell found a plan of Great Crosby 
dated 1741. This showed a wayside funeral cross in Moor Lane 
where the present Chesterfield Road branches off, just beyond 
the old windmill. This completes the picture of wayside crosses 
on this route. The distances between these crosses, as on the 
other routes, is about half to three-quarters of a mile.

THORNTON VILLAGE CROSS

Taylor mentions the sun-dial standing at the top of Water 
Street, near the Nag's Head Inn, in Thornton. He states that the 
sun-dial is probably Jacobean, but the steps and pedestal are 
much older. It has been suggested that before the sun-dial this 
was the Village Cross. On a plan of Little Crosby, which 
Nicholas Blundell "the Diarist" had made in 1702 a cross is 
shown there and not a sun-dial.

THE VILLAGE CROSS AND THE WELL CROSS IN LITTLE CROSBY

Many people confuse these two crosses. Taylor did, for he 
refers to the Well Cross as the Village Cross, and what is really 
the Village Cross he calls the Crosby Hall Park Cross. In 
Gibson's Crosby Records the photograph of the Village Cross 
is titled "The Harkirk Cross".

As one goes from Great Crosby to Little Crosby a cross will 
be seen inserted into the wall round the park of Crosby Hall. 
Some say this is a wayside funeral cross, and others that it was 
placed there after a person had been killed in a nearby road 
accident. Neither of these two accounts are right. It was
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inserted into the wall as a reminder that behind the wall at this 
spot stands the Village Cross. This Cross stands in the fork of 
two roads from the village; one going to Great Crosby and the 
other, formerly a more important road, going to Little Crosby 
Windmill, Sefton Church and the market town of Ormskirk. 
However, when the parkland was enclosed by a wall and 
plantation early in the nineteenth century, the Village Cross 
could no longer be seen from the road to Great Crosby, and so 
a cross was inserted in the wall as a reminder.

Little Crosby Village Cross now stands forlornly by the side 
of the once busy road to the mill, church and market. It is an 
ancient track and has altered little. The cross is obviously very 
old. There are two deep steps and a pedestal. The stone shaft 
arising out of the pedestal has been very much damaged and 
little remains of the head. I have been told that Colonel Nicholas 
Blundell gathered the stones of the shaft, which had been 
scattered about, put them together and re-erected them. The 
steps are very much worn. Why the cross was so badly damaged 
and the stones scattered about is not known. One wonders 
whether it was damaged by the sheriff's men when they came to 
destroy the Harkirk Burial Ground, not far away, about 1630, 
on orders from the Star Chamber, for this cross has always 
played a part in the Roman Catholic celebrations, and prior to 
the Catholic Emancipation Act of 1829, when Roman Catholic 
processions were not allowed to pass along public thorough 
fares, those at Little Crosby started at this Village Cross and 
wended their way along this ancient track.

The cross now standing in the road through the village is the 
Well Cross. It is not on its original site. This part of the village 
was formerly the village green, a rather long and narrow one 
through which the road ran, with the well on the right as one 
comes from Great Crosby, and not on the left side as it does 
now. The earliest record I know of a well here is in the manor 
court roll for Little Crosby for February 1616, when it was 
recorded that a "Pumpe shalbe provided and erected in the 
Newe well at the lower end of the Towne before Michaelmas 
next.". The charge for putting in the pump was to be levied on 
the six people living nearest to the well and they were to have 
free use of it. Others who felt disposed to contribute to the cost 
were also to have free use, but others had to pay for the water 
they drew. In 1622 the people who had free use of the well were 
ordered to repair the covering of this Town Well and make a 
door to it. Anyone refusing to do so were not to be allowed to 
get water and were to be fined 6s. 8d. When the cross was 
set over the well I do not know, but on a 1702 plan of Little
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Crosby there is a cross on the site. On the shaft of the cross 
appear the initials I.M. or J.M. and the date 1758, but to whom 
these refer I do not know. Before 1857 the Well-Cross stood 
on the village green and the doors of the cottages opposite 
opened directly on to the green. In 1857 the green was enclosed 
by a wall to make gardens for these cottages and the well and 
cross moved to their present site. Formerly to get water it was 
necessary to go down a flight of steps, but later, probably 
when it was moved, a pump was placed at ground level by the 
side of the cross in a small offset from the road. This pump 
must still have been there in 1902 for it is shown on a water- 
colour painting made in that year, but it has now gone. The 
well supplied water to the village until the 1870s when the 
construction of a main sewer caused it to run dry.

FRANK TYRER


