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BENJAMIN SATTERTHWAITE's Letter Book is a thin 
folio volume, with a rough cardboard binding, which has 

been preserved, with another letter book belonging to his son 
John, by his descendants. I owe a special debt of gratitude to 
Mrs. E. Johnson and Mrs. J. Johnson for an extended loan of 
these volumes for the purpose of this and other studies. The 
volumes are now deposited on permanent loan in the Local 
Record Collection of Lancaster Library.

The Letter Book contains copies of ninety-seven letters 
written by Benjamin, and, on a loose sheet, one letter written to 
him by his brother Thomas. Most of the letters were written 
when Benjamin was in Barbados as representative or factor to a 
group of Lancaster merchants, firstly between November 1737 
and June 1738 in a subordinate position, and secondly between 
December 1739 and January 1741, when he was the sole 
representative. Letters in a third group, some of them on loose 
sheets, do not, unlike the previous ones, constitute a complete 
series, and give only a fragmentary impression of Benjamin's 
career from 1741 until 1744, when the letters cease. Though 
covering such a limited time, the Letter Book is noteworthy as a 
very early business document relating to Lancaster's trans 
atlantic trade. It illuminates the period not only in terms of the 
development of Lancaster and its merchants, but also in matters 
of wider interest, such as methods of doing business in the West 
India trade, the problem of buying and selling by factors there, 
and the type of cargoes sent to and fro. Further, some letters 
give a clue to the connexions of the Touchet family, textile 
manufacturers of Manchester, with the then small port of 
Lancaster, whereas the more obvious channel of imports of raw 
cotton and exports of finished goods would have seemed to be 
Liverpool. It is hoped to deal with such detailed commercial 
matters in a second article. The present one is concerned with 
the career of Benjamin and his relations with the group of 
merchants who sent him to Barbados.
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I THE SATTERTHWAITE FAMILY AND ITS CONNEXIONS

Benjamin was born in Leeds, the son of a Quaker, Thomas 
Satterthwaite, and his second wife Mary, daughter of Benjamin 
Ledger, yeoman, ofChurwell, then in the parish of Batley, now 
part of the borough of Morley, near Leeds. In the Quaker 
registration of his marriage at Leeds in 1716, Thomas was 
described as being a grocer ofHawkshead, Lancashire; he was 
living there when his first wife, Anne Canobie, whom he had 
married at Whitby in 1712, died in 1714, shortly after the birth 
of a son William in 1713. (1) There is no precise evidence as to 
why Thomas moved to Leeds after his second marriage, nor 
why, when left a widow in 1728 with the care of five young 
children, Mary Satterthwaite moved in 1731 from Leeds to 
Lancaster. But there is more circumstantial evidence to explain 
Mary's move to Lancaster. Her stepson William was probably 
already there serving the usual seven year apprenticeship; he

111 Information from Friends' records outside Lancaster I owe to the kindness 
of the Librarian of the Society of Friends, Friends House, London. Details from 
Lancaster Friends' records have been generously communicated to me by 
Dr. W. G. Howson of Lancaster, to whom I am deeply indebted for much 
scholarly research in registers of births, marriages and deaths, and the minutes of 
various Meetings; and for much guidance and advice on eighteenth-century 
Friends' practices.



BENJAMIN SATTERTHWAITE 127

was admitted a freeman of Lancaster in 1736-7 as an ironmonger 
when 23 or 24, an age which makes it unlikely that he was 
apprenticed elsewhere and then moved to Lancaster. 121 Also in 
Lancaster was Mary's sister-in-law, Cecily Satterthwaite, who in 
1712 had married John Dilworth, a prominent Lancaster Quaker 
and merchant. 131

In his will, dated 1728, Thomas Satterthwaite made his 
brothers-in-law, John Dilworth of Lancaster, and Benjamin 
Ledger junior (his wife's brother) two of the three executors 
instructed to take charge of his property and form a trust to 
pay £300 each to his children when they reached the age of 
twenty-two. Some of this property consisted of houses, tene 
ments and appurtenances in Colthouse near Hawkshead, show 
ing that Thomas had not severed connexions with Lancashire 
on his move to Leeds. The location of this property possibly 
accounts for the choice of the third executor, Miles Townson, 
another Quaker. His origins are obscure, but he appears to have 
belonged to Grizedale near Hawkshead, where the name was

m Lancaster City Corporation kept a special manuscript "Book for entering 
and Inrolling of all orders for setting out waste grounds [owned by the Corpora 
tion], and orders for bringing in Freemen [by payment of fee], Together with the 
Inrollment of Indentures of Freemen's apprentices . . .", as the first extant 
volume begins. Apprentices were thus recorded because, like sons of freemen, they 
were admitted without fee. But this first volume begins to record freemen from 
December 1736, not the whole of the mayoral year 1736-7 in which William was 
admitted freeman; and the first entry for apprentices is October 1736; thus there 
is no entry of his apprenticeship in 1729-30, nor is it possible to say he was 
admitted without a fee. Benjamin became a freeman in 1740-41 as merchant, but 
there is no entry to show he was charged a fee; since his father was not a freeman, 
he must have been an apprentice to a freeman, unless his stepfather, a freeman, 
was counted as his "father".

There are five volumes, covering 1736-1900, of such entries, now in Lancaster 
Library. They are particularly valuable for the eighteenth century in that the entries 
give particulars of the trades and occupations of freemen, and their partnerships 
(with mention of ships); they show the relative standing of freemen as indicated 
by the number of apprentices they took. The books are referred to below as 
"Lancaster Freemen and Apprentices Books". The Rolls of the Freemen of 
Lancaster, publications of the Record Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, Vols. 
87 and 90, are compiled from another source.

(3) He came from the Wyresdale area of Lancashire, and his family were early 
converts to Quakerism; see Dilworth Abbatt, Quaker Annals of Preston and the 
Fylde, 1653-1900 (1931) pp. 45-51, which also has some pedigree material. An 
uncle of John was a flaxman, the occupation given for John when he became a 
freeman of Lancaster 1721-22; his two sons, freemen in the 'thirties, were 
described as merchants, but like their father took apprentices as flaxdressers. By 
1745 the description was "John Dilworth and Sons"; after John's death in 1747, 
"Thomas and William Dilworth", described variously as merchants, flaxdressers, 
or shipowners. Dr. Howson has been able to show from the Lancaster Quarterly 
Meeting Book of Sufferings, which records seizures of goods from Quakers for 
non-payment of tithe and other Anglican dues, that members of the family were 
engaged in the flax trade for over a hundred and fifty years. In 1794 John 
Dilworth, son of Thomas, founded, together with a Lancaster family of sugar 
bakers, a Lancaster bank, and was still in charge when it failed in 1826. He was 
then aged 81.
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common and where many Quakers lived. Miles Townson men 
tioned in his will of 1747 a cousin, also Miles Townson by name, 
and Benjamin wrote in a letter of 24 August 1740 that he was 
sending a pot of sugar "for M. Townson Grisdale". At some 
period unknown he went to Lancaster, where he was made 
freeman in 1731-2 as a merchant; 14 ' the first seizure of his goods 
for tithe recorded in the Lancaster Quarterly Meeting Book of 
Sufferings was for the year 1732, when the entry also included 
"6s. 6d. demanded for oblations, offring and obventions by the 
said priest Fenton [vicar of Lancaster], it being for his 
marriage". This was his marriage in 1732 (by Quaker rules, 
depriving the vicar of his expected fees) to Mary Satterthwaite, 
which made Miles Townson stepfather to Benjamin and his 
brothers and sisters.

Miles Townson would naturally provide for his stepsons, 
when old enough, in his own business. Thus when Benjamin was 
sent to Barbados most of his letters were addressed to his step 
father, three in 1737-8, and eighteen in 1739-41, from a total of 
seventy-two copied in the two periods. Townson's business with 
the West Indies is shown by the Letter Book to have consisted 
partly of trade on his own account, and partly of trade in com 
pany with the Dilworth family and the Rawlinson family. 
Benjamin in Barbados between 1739 and 1741 copied eight 
letters to his Uncle John Dilworth and three to his cousins 
Thomas and William Dilworth. But they were not good corres 
pondents; Benjamin wrote on 7 July 1740 to his Uncle: "sho'd 
always be glad of a line from thee by all opportunities but has 
not had one neither from thee nor sons since the Industry" 
(which arrived 29 December 1739); and he wrote to Thomas

(4) His standing as a merchant is difficult to assess for lack of evidence of his 
career before 1731-2; but the Lancaster Freemen and Apprentices Rolls provide 
evidence, given below, to reinforce that of Benjamin's Letter Book that he was a 
merchant of good financial standing. In his will he made bequests in money of 
£605, with the remainder of his fortune divided between his sister and his niece; 
his spinster sister in 1776 disposed of £1,536 in money.

Another source of evidence for the standing of merchants is a Memorandum 
Book among the Lancaster Port Commission records, which includes accounts 
of subscriptions made to place and maintain a buoy at the Shoulder of Lune 
to mark the entrance to the estuary. The names mentioned there indicate the 
prominent business men of the time; there was a subscription in 1720-21, another 
in 1737, a succession of treasurers of the Account between 1720 and 1750 (when 
the fund was absorbed by the newly founded port commission), and four 
meetings 1745-51 of merchants to audit the accounts. This evidence is referred to 
below as "The Buoy Account". Miles Townson was one of the biggest sub 
scribers in 1737, treasurer with two others from 1734 to 1743, and an auditor in 
1745 and 1747; an impressive record. John Dilworth was a large subscriber in 
1737, and his sons Thomas and William auditors in 1745 and 1747. Neither 
William Satterthwaite nor Benjamin was mentioned in the Account as being 
subscriber or auditor; but in 1747 Thomas, Benjamin's younger brother, was 
an auditor.
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and William on 22 October 1740, "I have not received one line 
from you since I left home which I think is very unkind". But 
writing on 8 December, after receiving a letter on 1 November, 
Benjamin added for William a postscript which is one of the two 
humorous passages in an otherwise very sober series of letters:

"W.D. Thou need not doubt but I have heard that w[i]th thy going to sell 
Yarn at Warrington thou's found a young woman w[h]ich will make thy 
Matters clear, and as for Thomas I understand he'l not be content w[i]th a 
Borough but he sets up for a Shire."

William, however, did not marry in Warrington; like his brother 
Thomas, he married one of the daughters of the Quaker William 
Shiers, of Brighouse Monthly Meeting, Yorkshire. Marriages 
between parties separated by such distances, made greater by 
the poor communications system of the eighteenth century, 
were often the result of the personal conduct of business in an 
age of small firms; but among Quakers, there must also be 
taken into account the organisation of the Society of Friends 
which collected men and women at Monthly, Quarterly and 
Yearly Meetings on their religious affairs. The marriages and 
movements of Thomas and Mary Satterthwaite must be viewed 
in this context.

Another group of letters, nine in the period 1739-41, with 
references to others not copied by Benjamin into his Letter 
Book, were sent to Thomas Hutton Rawlinson, member of the 
other Quaker family associated in business with Miles Townson 
and the Dilworths. There was also a marriage connexion to 
strengthen the bond, for in 1734 Mary Dilworth, daughter of 
John and Cecily, and cousin of Benjamin, married Hutton 
Rawlinson: so Benjamin's letters to Hutton began "Loving 
Kinsman" or "Respected Kinsman". Frequently mentioned in 
the letters is also Hutton's elder brother Abraham, (5) under

151 The family is another of those moving from the Furness district to Lancaster. 
The ironmaster, Abraham I, father of Abraham II and Hutton, moved to the 
district in 1727 when a forge was set up at Caton. A pedigree is in Pedigrees of 
the County Families of England, Vol. I, Lancashire, compiled by Joseph Foster 
(1873).

Hutton and Abraham II and their families provided Lancaster with probably 
its most important merchants for the rest of the century. Freemen of Lancaster 
in the 1730s, according to the Lancaster Freemen and Apprentices Books they 
took by far the largest number of apprentices in the 'forties and 'fifties on their 
own account as merchants jointly, as well as with the Dilworths and Miles 
Townson. Both subscribed to the Buoy Account in 1737, Hutton being described 
as "Captain" and Abraham II as "Mr"; Hutton served as one of the three 
treasurers from 1743-7 while Abraham II audited the Account in 1745 and 1747, 
and was one of the port commissioners appointed by the foundation act in 1750.

Contributory evidence about the activities of Lancaster merchants is some 
times found in the Liverpool Plantation Registers 1743-1784, four volumes 
preserved in the Liverpool Custom House; on these see TRANSACTIONS, 
Vol. 105, pp. 109-10, 120. Lancaster vessels visiting Liverpool from the planta-
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whom Benjamin served in his first visit to Barbados between 
1737 and 1738.

This closely-linked family group is shown by Benjamin's 
Letter Book to have been trading regularly with Barbados, 
though there are a few references to ships being sent elsewhere. 
There are no precise details of the partnership; indeed the 
clearest information about it is that from the Lancaster Freemen 
and Apprentices Books, which make the following references to 
the partnership:

5 February 1737  Miles Townson and T. H. Rawlinson, merchants. 
4 July 1745  Miles Townson, Abraham Rawlinson, T. H. Rawlinson 

and John Dilworth and Sons.

The group may also be concealed under the following names:

8 November 1739 Miles Townson and Co., owners of the ship Sarah 
and Mary. m

17 May 1743  T. H. Rawlinson and Co., owners of the ships Recovery 
and Molly.

18 November 1746\John Dilworth and Sons and Co., owners of the ship
19 November f Recovery; two entries both signed T. H. Rawlinson. 
19 November 1746 Abraham Rawlinson and Co., owners of the ships

Ellen and Jane. 
26 May 1752  Miles Townson and T. H. Rawlinson and Co., owners

of the ship Industry (indenture dated 1744).

Later entries show that the association survived the death of 
Miles Townson in 1747, who in his will named Thomas, 
younger brother of Benjamin Satterthwaite, as his "son in law 
and partner in trade" and his chief trustee. This explains the 
following entries which appear after Townson's death:

4 April 1750 \Abraham and T. H. Rawlinson, Thomas Satterthwaite, 
15 May 1751 /and Thomas and William Dilworth, merchants.

Even later examples of this family grouping can be traced: the 
Liverpool Plantation Registers include the entry between 6 and 
11 October 1773 of \\\Q Lively of Jamaica, with owners Abraham 
Rawlinson II and his son John; Abraham III and John, the 
sons of Hutton Rawlinson; Thomas Satterthwaite; Thomas
tions would be registered there, or have their Lancaster registrations copied into 
the Liverpool entry book (in which case there is a date of entry at Lancaster but 
none for Liverpool, so that such instances are quoted below as between two 
dates for the nearest Liverpool entries). Rawlinson vessels were registered in 
1752 between 22 December and 2 January, in 1762 on 7 May and 29 November, 
in 1763 on 6 September and in 1764 on 7 August again a larger number of 
entries than for any other Lancaster merchants during that period. In 1765 on 
10 September there is the first entry referring to the Liverpool partnership of 
Rawlinson and Chorley, including Henry, son of Abraham II and later M.P. for 
Liverpool, and Abraham III, son of Hutton, who stayed in Lancaster. These 
entries show that the firm had partners in most of the West Indian islands, and 
many of the partners can be shown to have had trade connexions with Lancaster 
also.
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Dilworth and his sons John and Joseph; together with William 
Lindow, recently married to Abigail, daughter of Abraham 
Rawlinson II; and David Dockray, partner of the Dilworths. 
Similar entries occur among those for Lancaster in the General 
Register of Shipping in 1786.

Miles Townson also appears to have been in business 
partnership with William, Benjamin's half-brother. This is 
shown by the entry in the Lancaster Freemen and Apprentices 
Book for 24 May 1744: "William Satterthwaite and Miles 
Townson, merchants, owners of the ship Martha". (6) Benjamin 
wrote to William once during his stay in Barbados 1737-8, and 
copied six letters during 1739-41, though there are references to 
three more. As in all the letters Benjamin wrote to members of 
the family circle, there is a mixture of business information and 
personal news and greetings, including some references to 
places, friends and relations who have not been identified. Thus 
on 27 August 1740 Benjamin, after dealing with the problem of 
William cashing a "promisary note" in Lancaster, could go on: 
"If A[braham] R[awlinson] Comes so Soon as he talks of 
w[hi]ch I hope he will [to relieve Benjamin] I then think Some 
thing of Eating Some Xmas pye up the red gates". (7) Later, 
suitable greetings were sent on 8 December for William's 
marriage, which William Dilworth had written was expected 
to take place on 28 October. There was much more personal 
matter in the copied letters to his mother and his brother 
Thomas, though Thomas in 1739 when aged only 19, sent out to 
Barbados "21 Thick Cheeses 4 cwt. 0 qu. 181b. @ 19/6 [valued] 
£4 Is. Od." on his own and Margaret Townson's account for 
Benjamin to "dispose of and send us in return a little sugar and 
rum which I can dispose of better than cotton". But not one of 
the letters is purely personal; even in letters to his mother 
Benjamin conveyed information about the length of his stay in 
Barbados and his relations with Abraham Rawlinson, which he 
did not want to send direct to Miles Townson, perhaps because 
these letters would be circulated to the other partners.

Among the references to letters not copied is one to "Peggy", 
presumably Margaret, Miles Townson's sister; she was

161 These ship names are family names: to make use of such names was a 
common practice. Sarah and Mary are the names of two of John Dilworth's four 
sisters, and of his two daughters. Mutton's wife was Mary, and Benjamin refers 
to her as "Malle"; Abraham's wife was Ellen, and William Satterthwaite's wife 
was Martha.

'" The letters are full of abbreviations, haphazard capitals and bad spelling, 
and punctuation is practically non-existent. Quotations below therefore have 
obvious abbreviations expanded, and punctuation provided, with consequent 
changes of capitals. Square brackets indicate doubtful examples of expansion of 
abbreviations and other editorial additions; spelling otherwise is unchanged.
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frequently mentioned in family greetings. Another such un- 
copied letter was to "Uncle Ledger", presumably his mother's 
brother, Benjamin. Benjamin Ledger's will, dated 30 March 
1741, mentioned no children of his own, and after making 
provision for his wife by a grant of £30 a year and a lump sum 
of £300, he bequeathed only a sum of £40 to one of his York 
shire relations, Samuel, son of Abraham Ledger of Wakefield. 
The rest of his property was put in trust under the care of Miles 
Townson, John Dilworth, and William Benson junior, of 
Armley in Yorkshire, to be divided equally among the four 
surviving children of Mary Townson, his sister, when they 
should reach the age of twenty-one. <8) Benjamin described him 
self in his will only as "shopkeeper", and though there is no 
evidence in the Letter Book of a commercial connexion between 
him and Lancaster, religious and family links make such a 
possibility not unlikely.

One of the advantages of the close relationship of the 
Townson-Dilworth-Rawlinson group was that there was a 
supply of young men to go to Barbados or elsewhere in the 
West Indies to serve as representatives of the partners in buying 
and selling. When Benjamin's letters first begin in 1737, he was 
19, at which age he went to Barbados as assistant to Abraham 
Rawlinson, aged 27. His stay was short, for his last letter home 
on 29 January 1738 spoke of returning in March. When he 
returned to Barbados in November 1739, this time to be in full 
charge, he relieved Hutton Rawlinson, then aged 27. In Decem 
ber 1740, Abraham arrived again for another term. Thus we 
have from 1737 to 1741 a succession of four factors, each 
serving about twelve months, handling the business of the 
partnership.

Unfortunately, Benjamin's letters after 1741 do not show 
whether this system was continued. There is an undated letter, 
at the opposite end of the Letter Book from where the letters 
from Barbados are found, which refers to Hutton sailing but 
without stating any destination. The next letter is to Abraham 
in Barbados, and is dated 28 April 1741; this seems a little early 
for Hutton to be relieving his brother. Benjamin himself seems 
to have been intended for a further spell as a factor in 1741, 
but again the destination is not clear. He wrote on 11 August 
1741:

"I thought to have been at sea e'er this, but since I came home my [step] 
father and imployers has agreed to send me to another place in the West Indies 
different to what I thought off ... the place not suiting to leave this [port of

I8) John, third son of Thomas and Mary Satterthwaite, died in 1729.
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Lancaster] before the latter end September next about which time I shall be 
ready to sail."

But events soon after that date altered Benjamin's future.

II THE BUSINESS CONNEXIONS OF BENJAMIN SATTERTHWAITE 

AND HIS EMPLOYERS

During his stay in 1737-8, Benjamin copied only one letter 
apart from those to his family; on 7 November 1737 he wrote 
to James Backhouse, of Lancaster, described in his will of 1746 
as being a merchant and watchmaker. Benjamin had one of his 
watches to sell in Barbados (its spring broke at Cork and cost 
6s. 6d. Irish money to replace), and some cheese to sell from 
Mrs. Backhouse, for which Benjamin was returning a pot of 
sugar. James Backhouse died on his return from Barbados to 
Lancaster on a Townson vessel in 1740, according to Benjamin's 
letter to his brother Thomas on 20 October; already on 24 
August Benjamin had sent his stepfather an account of Back 
house's affairs remaining in Barbados.

More important connexions are shown in one letter copied, 
and two others noted, to Thomas Devonshire of Cork, and four 
letters copied, and one noted, to Charles Walsh of Belfast, all 
dated 1740. These merchants supplied provisions which helped 
to fill vessels only part-loaded when they left Lancaster for the 
West Indies. Walsh thought it worth while to become a freeman 
of Lancaster in 1739-40, and on 8 February a committee of the 
Corporation judged that he should pay £7 7s. Od. for the 
privilege. He received more letters than Devonshire, partly 
because some of the cargo of the Industry in February 1740 was 
hogsheads of rum to be landed in Belfast consigned to him, and 
partly because in July Benjamin received from him 1,500 barrel 
hoops to be sold in Barbados. Two other such suppliers of 
provisions are mentioned in the Letter Book. The Townson 
partners bought fifty barrels of beef from Captain Stephen 
Haven of Belfast which Benjamin received on 22 July 1740. 
Hoare and Pike of Cork supplied butter and beef to the partners 
in August 1737, and in September 1739 butter to Alderman 
John Casson. Joseph Hoare and Samuel Pike jointly contri 
buted the largest sum, £2 2s. Od., to the Lancaster Buoy Account 
in 1737; they were from important merchant and Quaker 
families in Cork. There was a remote connexion between the 
Satterthwaite and Hoare families: Joseph Hoare's father, also 
called Joseph, had married for his third wife in 1713 Margaret, 
daughter of Edward Satterthwaite of Townend, Colthouse, near 
Hawkshead. This was a different branch of the Satterthwaites
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from that of Thomas of Hawkshead and Leeds; but Thomas's 
sister Rebecca had married in 1704 Benjamin of Colthouse, 
half-brother of Margaret. (9)

In the Letter Book there is one letter to Captain William Day 
and there are many references to him in other letters. He was the 
owner of negroes, and hence probably of a plantation, on 
St. Lucia; Benjamin wrote on 20 October 1740 that because of 
the news of the arrival of a French fleet at Martinique "William 
Day is gone down to bring all his negroes up" to Barbados. But 
Day appears in the letters more often as owner of at least two 
sloops in which he brought cotton from the islands "down" 
wind or to leeward of Barbados to be sold to complete the 
loading of ships already part filled with the heavy hogsheads of 
sugar. 1101 On 13 July Benjamin wrote to Miles Townson:
"One of Captain Day's sloops came up yesterday by whom I have got as much 
cotton with what I had before as will serve the Content, and as thou orders in thy 
last to purchase all W. Day's [cotton] he is now turning up in sight of the Island 
with as much as will serve the Industry which I intend to buy."

It is this source of supply of cotton which explains the 
interest of the Manchester firm of textile manufacturers, the 
Touchets, in Lancaster trade. Benjamin wrote one letter to 
Thomas Touchet and Sons of Manchester on 14 April 1740, in 
which he mentions having bought Day's cotton at a favourable 
price. There are another three letters in the third miscellaneous 
group of Benjamin's letters. Two of these are short and simple 
requests for small quantities of textiles for his correspondents in 
the West Indies, and the third, a longer and more important 
letter written from Lancaster on 26 October 1744, suggested that 
the Touchet firm should take shares in a new ship coming to 
Lancaster. (11) Benjamin also refers to correspondence to and 
from Samuel Touchet, the London partner and fourth son of 
Thomas Touchet senior, of Manchester. In November 1737, 
during his first visit to Barbados, he sent a letter via London to 
his "brother Tome inclosed in a letter to Mr. Touchet". On 10 
January 1740 at the end of a long letter describing his handling

191 See Burke's Peerage (1959) under Templewood. Margaret's son Samuel 
moved to London, and his son married into the Gurney banking family.

See also A. Raistrick, Quakers in Science and Industry (1950), pp. 65-9, 331-3. 
He states that Joseph Hpare's four marriages were "with families who had 
interests in, or contacts with, banking, either in Ireland or in England". I have 
found no evidence of this for the Satterthwaites.

1101 On the loading of cotton in proportion to sugar, see A.P. Wadsworth and 
J. de L. Mann, The Cotton Trade and Industrial Lancashire 1600-1780 (1931) 
pp. 187-8, quoting instructions for a slaver captain in 1762 from Gomer Williams, 
The Liverpool Privateers with an Account of the Liverpool Slave Trade (1897), 
p. 487. A similar instruction dated 1757 is printed in H. R. Wilkinson, Geography 
of Merseyside (1948), p. 47.

1111 See below, p. 162.
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of the cargo of the Industry, with details of the prices at which 
textiles were sold, Benjamin used words normally employed in 
other letters when he suggests that such information be con 
veyed to the Lancaster partners: "Please to advise S. T. the 
needful!, also my Uncle [Dilworth ?]". On 17 October 1740 
Benjamin wrote to his stepfather that he had received from 
Samuel Touchet a letter dated 25 June:
"advising thou had writt him from Bath [that] the waters had done thee much 
good, and that thou happened to be quite stout before thy return, which thou 
intended in a fortnight which am very glad to heare; allso the Industry would sail 
sometime in July, desireing I would be makeing proper provision for her loading 
which is my chief care."

Such a mixture of personal news and advice or orders con 
cerning business, shows a close relationship between the 
Touchets and the Townson group. So close did the connexion 
remain that Miles Townson in his will made in 1747 appointed 
John, eldest son of Thomas Touchet of Manchester, to be one of 
his four executors, the others being the Lancaster men, William 
Dilworth, Thomas Satterthwaite and Joshua Whalley, another 
Quaker merchant. There was no religious connexion, since the 
Touchets were Unitarians. (12)

There are no details to amplify our knowledge of the trade 
connexions between the Touchets and the Townson group, nor 
indeed much information to explain the distribution from 
Lancaster of West India produce bought by the Townson 
group's factors as return cargoes. On 28 November 1742 
Benjamin wrote from Lancaster to Luke Astley of Preston (13)

(12) On the Touchets, see Wadsworth and Mann, op. cit., passim, and references 
quoted there. Thomas senior, his four sons John, Peter, Thomas II and Samuel, 
and Thomas III son of Thomas II, were all freemen of Lancaster.

1131 Freeman of Lancaster 1747-8 as a merchant, but in his will of 1767 
described as a grocer. Benjamin wrote to him on 8 January 1743 from Lancaster 
to send news brought by the crew of the wrecked Lancaster vessel Martha that 
they had seen "Captain Yeats for Poulton at Oban in Scotland near the Island of 
Mull all very well. He told them he was bound first to Dublin. ... I thought this 
might be acceptable news to you as you told me you had sugars aboard her." 
See below p. 149 for other Astley dealings in sugar independently of the Townson 
group. Yeats's ship's name and port is not given, but the latter was probably 
Poulton le Fylde; two vessels "of Poulton", the Neptune between 20 November 
and 3 December 1744 and the Brockholes between 22 and 25 September 1750 are 
in the Liverpool Plantation Registers, and the Hankinson "of Kirkham" [sic] on 
22 December 1752 (Cf. Wadsworth and Mann, op. cit., p. 233, n. 1 for import of 
cotton at Poulton in 1742). Astley was part owner of the Clifton of Preston 
entered at Liverpool between 30 October and 2 November 1752, as was his 
brother Thomas. The entries in the Lancaster Freemen and Apprentices Books 
concerning disposal of Corporation land show that on 15 July 1760 Luke Astley 
was one of six owners of "the Sugar house", a refinery, allowed more land; one 
of the five Lancaster owners was Henry Hargreaves, sugar baker, who was in 
1767 one of Astley's executors. Their families were both from the same area: 
see W. A. Abram, History of the Town and Parish of Blackburn (1877).

These details, and others to be found in the Liverpool Plantation Registers for 
Preston and the Fylde, are clues to the interest in the plantation trade in Lan 
cashire outside the major port of Liverpool.
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about a charge for storing Astley's sugar in Miles Townson's 
warehouse; but it is not clear whether this sugar was imported 
on his own account or bought from Townson. But there is a 
precise reference to sales of cotton by Miles Townson in a letter 
written by Henry Escricke of Bolton, a dealer in cotton and 
linen yarn and fustians. He wrote on 22 February 1739 to "Mr. 
Townson" in Lancaster about eleven bags of cotton bought in 
Lancaster, four of which had not been delivered and might still 
be in Townson's hands.

A. P. Wadsworth, who printed this letter in The Cotton Trade 
and Industrial Lancashire, did not identify Townson, but there 
was no other merchant named Townson in Lancaster in 1739 to 
whom such a letter could have been sent. The evidence of 
Benjamin's Letter Book enables us to trace clearly the process 
by which this cotton reached Escricke in Bolton. Whether it was 
Barbados cotton or cotton brought from the Leeward Islands by 
Captain Day, it would have been bought in Barbados by 
Abraham or Hutton Rawlinson. To be sold in Lancaster in late 
January or early February 1739, it would have been shipped in 
November or December on board the Industry or the Jane, two 
Townson-group vessels shown by the Letter Book to have 
traded regularly twice a year to Barbados, arriving there at 
the end of each year and again in May or June just before the 
hurricane season.

Ill TRADING METHODS AND CONDITIONS

The importance of continuous representation of a business 
partnership by factors in the West Indies can be demonstrated 
by descriptions of trading methods given in two sources. In his 
book Yankees and Creoles (1956) Richard Pares made use of a 
selection of American business documents dated before the 
American Revolution to illustrate the trade between the 
American mainland and the West Indian islands. The other 
source is a Lancaster document The Autobiography of William 
Stout of Lancaster, Wholesale and Retail Grocer and Ironmonger, 
a Member of the Society of Friends, A.D. 1665-1752, edited by 
J. Harland in 1851. This is the only document which describes in 
detail the trade of Lancaster at the beginning of the eighteenth 
century; but Stout's main business interests lay in his shop- 
keeping and wholesale dealings and he took part in overseas 
trade only on a limited scale. Moreover his Autobiography con 
sists of a series of short accounts of personal, Lancaster and 
national affairs arranged in sections of a year or longer; hence 
his references to his ventures are brief explanations of items in
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his frequent profit and loss statements and give much less 
information than do the day-to-day details of Benjamin's letters 
and the similar material printed by Pares.

Stout's investments in the colonial trade were mostly made 
during and between the War of the League of Augsburg, 
1688-1697, and that of the Spanish Succession, 1702-13, when 
the interruption of normal trade by war and recovery from war 
made colonial trade especially profitable. In war, particularly, 
Lancaster, like other ports of the north-western coast of the 
British Isles, enjoyed an advantage over London and the ports 
of the south-west and the Channel. By going "northabout" 
Ireland, ships could avoid the western approaches to the 
Channel where privateers from the French ports swarmed, and 
where there was the possibility also of meeting a French naval 
cruiser or squadron from Brest, built up as a naval base in the 
reign of Louis XIV. Stout said in his account of 1689 that "the 
sea was overspread with the French privateers and ships of war, 
which quite put a stop to the commerce by sea betwixt London 
and this county". In 1690 he reported that "the French 
privateers cruised off Holyhead and the Isle of Man", dis 
rupting coastal traffic. But an entry in 1709 said that English 
forces were adequate "so as to equal our losses to our reprisals, 
and discourage their privateers"; and in 1715, referring to his 
trade "by freight from London, Bristol or Liverpool, for goods 
bought there", he said that he "had not any loss that way 
during the war in Queen Anne's reign". (14)

Equally to be avoided in the Channel approaches were the 
Barbary pirates, obviously more daring in times when the great 
powers of Western Europe were too busy fighting each other to 
make vigorous protests about captures of their merchant 
vessels. As late as 29 May 1761 Williamsori's Liverpool Advertiser 
reported that "The Mary, Captain Sandys, of Lancaster, on her 
passage to Gambia was plundered by an Algerine but is since 
arrived at Goree". A reference to such dangers lies behind the 
short statement in Benjamin's letter to his stepfather on 29 
February 1740: "I have given Captain Woodhouse 115 ' orders if 
possible to go north about and call at Belfast there to apply to 
C. Walsh for orders". (The Industry had 29 hogsheads of rum

1141 See C. N. Parkinson, Rise of the Port of Liverpool (1952) pp. 59, 114; what is 
here said of Liverpool applies equally to Poulton, Preston, Lancaster, Whitehaven 
or the south-western Scottish ports.

1151 Richard Woodhouse. Benjamin wrote to Thomas Satterthwaite on 22 
October, commenting on Thomas's news that the Industry "would be obliged 
to stay for a new master", that "Indeed before she went out of this bay I expected 
there would be bad work aboard. I cannot say Dick went sober aboard one day 
while he was here; he behaved very bad both to me and every body."
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consigned to Walsh). Insurance on such voyages would also 
have been cheaper than through the Channel, as Benjamin 
implied in a letter from Lancaster of 27 January 1745: "We 
intend going north about Ireland so that I expect [you] may get 
it done for 12 guineas or £12". Lancaster losses, however, were 
heavy as Benjamin wrote on 11 August 1741 to Joseph 
[Benson?]: "Last post we had an account of another vessall 
belonging to this place being taken by a Spanish privateer near 
Cape Clear in Ireland 1191 and carried into St. Martins in France: 
we have now had the greatest loss by the Warr off any port in 
England considering the quantity of shipping belonging this 
port". 1171

As Quakers, Benjamin's employers were debarred by religious 
conviction from arming their ships, and hence would choose the 
safest routes to the West Indies; as business men, no doubt they 
thought of the profit to be made in spite of the danger of losses, 
just as William Stout summed up the case for his war-time 
ventures in his entry for 1691-2:
"And although at that time the ships taken by the French seemed to be a great 
loss to this nation, yet the great loss was to the inhabitants of our plantations, 
who sold their sugars and tobacco at half price, and paid £3 a barrel for their beef 
and other necessaries proportionally, which much reduced them. But on the 
contrary the merchants here bought provisions and our manufactures low, and 
not above half the value of a cargo as in times of peace, and had their returns at a 
low price, but sold them here at a double price; so that it was computed that if a 
merchant here made an adventure in three ships, if but one came in safe he was 
no loser, and if two came safe a good gainer, and if all much more; and in the 
main it could not be computed that above one in five miscarried."

Stout's first venture in overseas trade was in 1698 when he 
sent to Virginia goods worth £61, part of a total cargo from 
Lancaster of £360; he was owner of one sixth of the ship, the 
Employment of 80 tons. She called at Dublin for provisions also. 
Following the common practice of the time, "her cargo . . . was 
consigned to the management of... James Myers", the master. 
But this was evidently unsatisfactory, for the ship returned in 
seven or eight months only half laden; Stout's loss was £39. 
Thus the next voyage to Barbados in 1699 was under a new 
master, but Stout consigned his share of a similar cargo, worth 
£110, to William Heysham, (18) a merchant there of Lancaster

1161 i.e. in the danger zone; perhaps the vessels had taken provisions on board 
at Cork.

1171 A similar claim for Lancaster losses in the American War 1775-83 was 
made in Williamson's Liverpool Advertiser, 5 June 1783.

1181 M.P. for Lancaster from 1705 until his death in 1716, he was also an 
unofficial colonial agent for the Island of Barbados in England in 1704, and 
official agent 1709-14 and 1715-16. His elder brother Robert was also unofficial 
agent 1700-1704, M.P. for Lancaster 1698-1715, and M.P. for London 1715-22. 
Both were born in Lancaster and freemen there, but merchants in London. 
Connexions with Lancashire were evidently strong; Defoe in his Tour through the
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origin. But this likewise did not satisfy Stout: he wrote that "I 
had in return only the value I sent; so that the profit remained 
there [in Barbados], in debts outstanding and goods unsold 
about £23, to be accounted for the next voyage thither". 
Another consignment to Heysham in 1700 was also a failure: 
"By his account, my part of the debts outstanding and goods 
unsold amounted to £32; so that the profit of the voyage 
remained behind, if any, which we were not easy at, and dis 
couraged to make any further consignment to him; and the ship 
being not full laden gained nothing".

Consignment to a ship's captain, responsible for selling the 
outward and buying a return cargo, had failed. Consignment to 
a resident merchant had also failed; in 1701 Stout and his 
partners could only consign the next cargo for Barbados to 
another merchant there, John Grove, and order Heysham "to 
return what remains we had in this ship". But this voyage also 
failed; as the ship was returning, "not full laden", she was 
captured near Newfoundland, ransomed with her master as 
hostage to the French for payment, and wrecked near Fleet- 
wood with the mate in command, so that a possible profit was 
turned into a loss. A similar possible profit on goods worth £40 
sent to Jamaica in 1707 disappeared when the ship was captured 
by the French, sent to Cuba, "and all lost, and no insurance 
made on her or cargo". This voyage was with cargo consigned 
to the master.

Stout also gave examples of a third method of doing business 
in the plantations. In 1707 he joined in financing a cargo to 
Virginia "consigned ... to Samuel Satterthwait, who went 
factor" or supercargo. (19) But "upon making up the voyage it 
appeared, after commission and all charges paid, we did not get 
above £5 the £100 for being a year out of our money; and 
although at the height of the war, no insurance was then made,

Whole Island of Great Britain (1724-25) mentioned in his account of Liverpool 
that Robert had given a font to St. Peter's Church there, and described him as 
"a merchant of London, but considerably concerned in trade on this side." Stout, 
recording Robert's death, called him "a very great benefactor to the town [of 
Lancaster] . . . without partiality in respect to religious profession". William 
Heysham's death and character were not noticed, but there was a comment on 
his son William, M.P. for the town in succession to his father until his death in 
1727, because William junior left the Greaves Estate to the Corporation to 
provide for eight poor freemen. But Stout said also that he was "an indolent 
man, and of no service"; perhaps he had in mind the father's trading habits. As 
unofficial agent his salary was suspended by the Barbados Assembly in 1704 
because he had not "Justly and Faithfully acquitted himself". See L. Penson, 
The Colonial Agents of the British West Indies (1924).

1191 From the family of Satterthwaite of Townend near Hawkshead, brother of 
Margaret, third wife of Joseph Hpare of Cork. See above, p. 134. See Stout's 
entry under 1722 for reference to his death.
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which if it had, would have exceeded the profit". When making 
up his accounts at the end of that year, no wonder Stout wrote, 
"The small success to Virginia and the whole lost to Jamaica, 
wholly discouraged me from adventuring abroad". When peace 
returned, Stout tried again in 1715 in a venture to Barbados in 
the ship Love, "consigned to John Bowes (201 who went merchant 
in her". But "upon stating the account I did not find that the 
profit was above £10 the £100 . . . for money laid out for a 
year, a risk which I thought too little to encourage adventure 
any further; so did not consider myself any more in mer 
chandise", except in transport of goods he bought elsewhere and 
brought to Lancaster by coastal vessels.

Stout's only successful venture was one in 1701 to Bergen, in 
which he gained £10 profit in three months; but though the 
master was responsible for buying the return cargo of timber, 
Stout sent £40 in cash, so that the master had obviously a less 
difficult task than in the transatlantic voyages. A voyage in 1730 
to Riga, with cash to buy hemp, flax and iron, and a "profit for 
£200 for a year . .. only £4 19s. 4d.", wrote Stout, "discouraged 
me from making any more adventures that way". 1211

Richard Pares found much evidence of the difficulties ex 
perienced by ship's masters as consignees of cargo to the West 
Indies. A captain was often given freedom to choose where to 
sell and had to calculate how much time he dare spend in 
deciding which island would give the best market for sales or 
purchases. Once he had chosen an island or a port, another 
decision faced him. If he sold as quickly as possible to get his 
ship away on the homeward voyage, then the local merchants or 
planters might have the advantage of the bargain, and compel 
him to accept low prices for his sales, or high prices for the 
West India produce he must buy for a return cargo. If he 
waited for a better price for his sales, more ships might arrive

(20) One of the most prominent Anglican merchants of the early eighteenth 
century in Lancaster, freeman as a merchant 1713-14, mayor 1734 and 1742. His 
standing both as merchant and member of the Corporation is shown by his 
appointment by the Corporation to investigate the cost of a buoy at the Shoulder 
of Lune in 1720, and then to supervise the expenditure of the £20 granted by the 
Corporation to begin the subscription list; from 1721-34 he was sole treasurer of 
the Buoy Account. In 1739 he and John Dilworth acted on behalf of the traders 
of the town in providing a new weigh house and cranes for the custom house 
after a new delimitation of the legal quays of Lancaster (see R. C. Jarvis, "Some 
Records of the Port of Lancaster", Trans. of Lanes and Ches. Antiquarian Soc., 
Vol. 58).

1211 In entries dated 1703, 1711 and 1735 Stout gives three other examples of 
Lancaster men going as factors to the West Indies, but without details since he 
himself had no trade interests involved. The first two entries report deaths of 
factors in the West Indies; the third refers to the husband of Stout's niece, who 
was "factor for some merchants". He returned "from his voyage to Barbados" 
in 1736.
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to spoil his market by their competition. If he waited too long, 
his ship would be idle and the expenses of the voyage rise with 
out corresponding earnings "worms eating the bottom, men 
the top", as one captain wrote in 1759. (22)

This contest of nerves between buyer and seller was at its 
worst when the new crops were just harvested, and planters, 
having debts to pay and new supplies to purchase, obviously 
wanted to make as much profit as possible. When one side or 
the other made the decision as to what price was suitable in 
the circumstances, the price was said to "break". Benjamin's 
letters to his stepfather in the spring and summer of 1740 
illlustrate such a situation:
6 MARCH: "Morecroft1231 has so many Guineamen [slavers] to load that he's
engaged several plantations for the crops of sugar this year, which is expected to
break very high. The Liverpool and Bristol men I believe will make a fleet and go
without convoy."
9 APRIL: "Morecroft has engaged all Jordan's and all the Leeward [Islands]
cotton that he can. Here is so many Guinea men in the bay that sugar is not
expected to be under 20s. Od. this year."
13 MAY: "Shall detain buying rum a little longer. It will be lower after the fleet is
sailed. If I had orders to buy sugars I believe I could lay up a cargo 2s. 6d. per
cent cheaper than it's now or will be when the next fleet comes because they'l be
no buyers and some people will want money."

Factors such as Benjamin or Moorecroft were in competition 
not only with each other, and with resident West Indians, but 
also with visiting captains of American ships, of Irish provision 
ships, or of independent slavers whose cargoes were not con 
signed to any particular island or merchant. Thus a wrong 
decision on a price by an individual might prejudice the market 
for other people and raise bitter criticism. Benjamin wrote to his 
stepfather on 22 June and admitted one mistake in judgment of 
prices but without harm done. He also contradicted an accusa 
tion against him:

(28) pares> p. 110. The toredo worm remained a menace to all West India 
shipping until the successful introduction of copper sheathing in the 1780's (on 
which see T. C. Barker and J. R. Harris, A Merseyside Town in the Industrial 
Revolution: St. Helens 1750-1900, p. 79).

1231 Though the name is often mentioned by Benjamin, there is no other name 
given to help in identification. He might have been related to Sylvester Moor- 
croft, Liverpool merchant and landlord of the eighteenth-century custom houses 
there. His property was left in his will of 13 December 1742, proved 1743, to his 
daughter Catherine and her children, particularly to her eldest son, Mporcroft 
Kirke. He was master of the William when she was entered in the Liverpool 
Plantation Register on 31 May 1745. A Liverpool vessel, the Morecroft, was 
captured on passage to the Leeward Isles during the war of 1739-48 (Gomer 
Williams, op. cit., p. 660); Benjamin wrote to Captain Thomas Greenup of 
Liverpool on 27 October 1744 "I've heard the agreeable news of the Moore- 
croft's arrival! and hopes she'l not make you so miserable a voyage as expected."

Alternatively, R. Pares, War and Trade in the West Indies 1739-1763 (1936), 
refers to a Richard Morecroft as a factor in Barbados 1740-41, and in corres 
pondence with the Lascelles firm of West India merchants in London (pp. 47, 
435, 473, 501-2).
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"I mentioned in mine per Captain Sarjeant that I believed sugars might be 
brought to 2s. 6d. per cwt. cheaper after the fleet was sailed but was much 
mistaken; they have never been under 20s. nor I believe will not this year. St. 
Lucia cotton is now at lOd. per [lb]. I understand Wayles writt home that I had 
raised cotton at Jd. per pound which is false. I told him if he would take in about 
10 baggs on thy Account he might have as much as would fill the Mary up. He 
swore he would not promise to take an ounce in but went down directly to 
Captain Day and bid 10|d. per [lb]." 1241

Earlier in the same letter is a passage which shows how many 
incoming vessels could spoil each other's sales, and make non 
sense of detailed orders sent from home as to price policy:

"Thou seems to blame me for selling my provisions so soon. I cannot see that 
if I had kept them longer I could have got more for 'em. 2 Belfast men and 
2 Dublin men arrived last week. The Belfast men has sold their beef at £27 10s. 
per score and butter 4d [per lb]. I have not purchased my rum; it's been at 12d. 
per [gallon] this two months past. I shall buy 3 or 4 hogsheads of choice and 
store it up for the first vessall. I cannot think that rum would now either do at 
Belfast or Doublin because there was two vessalls for Belfast and three for 
Doublin sailed about 6 weeks agoe and there is now in the bay 2 Belfast men and 
2 Doublin men which will sail in 10 days or a fourthnight. ... I believe here has 
been 2 or 3000 barrels of Virginia pork imported here since Xmas; it's now sold 
at £27 10s. per score and 35s. per barrel. 
[P.S.] June 23. Here is a Corkman come in this morning with provisions."

Benjamin's lowest price for his sales of Belfast beef was 30s. to 
33s. 9d. on 14 April, when he quoted Cork pork at 45s. to 
47s. 6d. and "Northward pork" from the American mainland 
at 35s. per score and 40s. a barrel, "there being such large 
quantities lately arrived". This was the period when provisions 
shipped from the American colonies began seriously to compete 
with those from Ireland, which had previously dominated the 
West Indian market. Irish beef and pork were held to be the 
best in quality, but the quantity and cheapness of the American 
produce in the end had their effects. (25)

(24> Captain Henry Sergeant was probably from Whitehaven: see the marriage 
bond, 16 January 1730, for his marriage to Elizabeth, who was buried 19 May 
1738 in Lancaster Priory Church. He was freeman 1730-31 as a mariner of 
Lancaster but a son John was freeman 1767-8 as "of Whitehaven", and perhaps 
the Henry "of Whitehaven, gentleman", freeman 1783-4, was also a relation. 
Benjamin's son John had business relations with a firm of Sergeant, Chambers 
and Co. of London, in 1781-2. Captain Henry contributed to the Buoy Account 
in 1737, and died in 1768 in Lancaster.

Wayles is probably William Wayles, freeman in 1734-35 as a mariner and a 
contributor to the Lancaster Buoy Account in 1737 as "Captain". On 7 November 
1737 Benjamin reported that he had sailed from Barbados to Lancaster, but 
without mentioning any vessel. In the 1740 letters he is always referred to as 
resident in Barbados, apparently as a factor, perhaps with part-ownership of a 
Lancaster vessel; on 5 April to Captain Day Benjamin reported that "Captain 
Serjeant and Captain Wayles Vessalls" had arrived, these being the Hope and 
the Mary respectively. Wayles was well known to the Townson group, so that 
Benjamin took his advice in his early days in 1740: see below, p. 152.

On accusations of raising prices, cf. Pares, Yankees and Creoles, p. 109.
1251 See Pares, passim, and C. M. Andrews, The Colonial Period of American 

History (Yale University Press, 1954), Vol. IV, pp. 343, 347.
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When in the summer of 1740 the prices of provisions remained 
low, and those of West India produce high, Benjamin was con 
cerned that he might be short of money to load both the vessels 
sent to him, the Content and the Industry:

1 AUGUST: "I believe Muscovado sugar' 261 will not be under 20s., here's so 
many Guinea men still comeing." 12"
28 AUGUST: "Am much afraid provisions will not answer this year no better 
than they did last; here is another Cork man arrived since the Content sailed with 
200 firkins new butter, 100 barrels pork, and 40 firkins candles. As thou has 
given me orders not to sell my beef under 451- I believe the remainder of her 
cargo, with the proceeds of the remains Hutton left, will not do much more than 
load the Industry."

These difficulties arising from changing conditions for trade in 
Barbados underline the importance of choosing a respon 
sible and skilled factor to conduct the business of distant 
employers.

The fact that so many ships arrived in 1740 does not suggest 
that the war with Spain, which began in 1739, had much inter 
rupted trade; Benjamin refers infrequently to the war, apart 
from mentioning "fleets" of merchantmen with or without con 
voy. Such mass arrivals and departures of ships had of course 
their effects on prices. Benjamin seems to have been more con 
cerned with the dangers of a war with France, especially when 
news arrived in April of an embargo on all sailings from the 
British Isles, a common warning of a forthcoming declaration of 
war. Writing to John Dilworth on 13 May, he feared that there 
might be no Lancaster vessels to Barbados if war did come, in 
which event he might have to sail with his effects for Liverpool.

One result of the embargo, however, turned out to be more 
work for him; he wrote to his stepfather on 13 May that he was 
"afraid the embargo will keep the ships [expected from his 
employers] so long that they'l be here in hurricane months" of 
August and September. His fears were justified, and he had to 
work specially hard to clear away the Content; he wrote to his 
brother William, "Should have writ thee per the Content who 
sailed 24th [August] a full ship, but was so throng that I had not 
time, and was afraid to keep her an hour longer than I had 
occasion these hurricane months". The dangers he wished to 
avoid are described in his letter to Miles Townson on 1 October:

1281 Sugars needing further refining.
(27) These references to slavers carrying home West India produce seem to 

contradict, at least for the early eighteenth century, the thesis advanced by 
J. E. Merritt in his article "The Triangular Trade" (Business History, Vol. Ill, 
No. 1, 1960). He contends that the slavers, often old and leaky ships, had little 
or no importance in the transport of sugar and other produce from the West 
Indies to England.
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"The morning after the Britannia 1281 sailed [for Lancaster on 29 September] it 
began to look black to the South Westward which made Captain Duce, Captain 
Blackmann and Captain Kelley send orders to their mates to get their ships under 
sail which they did, and at ten it blew fresh at South West which held till the 
morning. Yesterday about 10 o'clock, Captain Sharpe was put ashore who had 
300 hogsheads sugar aboard. I believe both ship and cargo will all be lost; he's 
now above 6 foot of water in the hold."

None of these men appears to have been a Lancaster captain. 
Little appears in the Letter Book about insurance details, but 
many underwriters either totally refused to insure during the 
hurricane season, or charged very high rates.

It will be noted that three of the captains were on shore when 
the storm began to rise, and had to send orders to their mates. 
They were probably in the position of the American captains 
described by Richard Pares, forced to live ashore, ride round 
to plantations in search of custom, entertain merchants and 
other commercial contacts, and so of course add to the expense 
of the voyage as well as leave much responsibility to their mates. 
Little wonder, then, that the captain who could combine in one 
person the expert seaman, salesman, buyer and general com 
mercial agent, was a rare individual, and that the scarcity of such 
men tipped the balance in favour of an independent merchant, 
or a subordinate factor, or a permanent partner, who was a full- 
time resident in the West Indies. Richard Pares quoted an 
American captain in 1765 explaining his partnership with a 
resident factor: "Experience has taught me that business is not 
to be done in the West Indies in the manner it was done form 
erly, that is, it's impossible for the person that is master of a vessel 
to sell a cargo otherwise than under the greatest disadvantages, 
he must either sell much under the value or detain the vessel 
so long in port, that she sinks one half or more of her freight".

The difficulty still remained as to how trustworthy a partner 
or agent might be, and how closely he could be held to his 
responsibilities. William Stout had found William Heysham, 
despite his Lancaster connexions, an unsatisfactory agent, and 
changed to another, John Grove, for the Employment'?, third 
voyage to Barbados. A clerk in Philadelphia, writing home from 
Barbados in 1772, is quoted by Richard Pares on the subject 
of such independent resident merchants:

"A person cannot be too cautious how he connects himself with a Barbados 
merchant for many of them keep no books and if they can procure money enough 
to furnish their tables every day with barbecued fish and sangree [rack punch] 
they are entirely regardless how their accounts run on and most of them will 
bear dunning for years together without any marks of shame, and perhaps 
promise ten times a day if you can meet them so often, that they will pay in an 
hour. It is a very good place to sell a cargo but if a stranger don't take care it will 
be to persons who never intend to pay him."

1281 Not belonging to the Townson group.
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This difficulty, from the evidence of Benjamin's letters, seems to 
have been as common in the 1730s as the 1770s, and to have 
affected equally planters and parsons, women and men. One 
great justification for having a resident representative in the 
West Indies was his ability to persist in dunning debtors, 
whereas a visiting ship's master either had to hold his ship in 
harbour, or even send her home without him whilst he cleared 
his accounts. 1291

Thus Benjamin's letters to Hutton Rawlinson during 1740 are 
mostly concerned with the debts which he left behind to be 
collected by Benjamin. The first letter, of 29 February, begins: 
"Annexed is thy Account Current. I have received but very few 
of the debts thou left outstanding. Times has been very dull ever 
since thou left me. R. Luff says he never will pay. I shall use my 
utmost endeavours to collect 'em now when the crop begins to 
come in. . . ." The "Account Current" on a loose sheet shows 
that £647 6s. Od. was left in cash in Benjamin's hands, to be 
spent in loading the Industry in due course; the summary of the 
bill of lading sent to his stepfather in a letter of 6 March shows 
that there was also an unspecified amount of sugar and cotton 
already bought by Hutton and left in store to be shipped by the 
Industry.

The value of continuity of business representation is obvious. 
The following letters, however, show some of the difficulties that 
even a succession of factors could not overcome, and one of 
them contains the second and last flash of humour that Ben 
jamin allowed himself:
14 APRIL: "Should have sent thee a list of what is outstanding of the debts thou 
left with me but having received so very little thought it needless. Several! has 
promised to pay me in a fourthnight. Robert Hall was arrested about 3 weeks 
agoe by Patrick Johnson and 2 or 3 more; he gott of[f] in the night with his 
sloop. I believe she'l [? his wife] pay all and be glad that she getts quiet [sic] of 
him so easily. Jo. Austin dyed yesterday; he had paid thine but had about £6 on 
the Industry's cargo [Benjamin's responsibility], Jo. French tells me all will be 
paid."
22 JUNE: "I never missed going [? to Hutton's lawyer] 2 or 3 days before Court 
Day about Carvalho and thy parson. He [the lawyer] went about the latter last 
Oistin's Court Day but no Court held. He promises to go about Carvalho's next 
Wednesday which is Speight's Court Day. 1301 Am much afraid thou'l loose [sic]

1291 See Pares, op. cit., p. 77 for 1765; p. 83 for 1772; p. 76 for ships sent home 
under a mate. On shamelessness under repeated dunning, c/. Benjamin to Captain 
Sergeant, 9 October 1740: "Isaac Drayton is very long about paying that 
£17 12s. 5d; he promised to pay it every week this 3 months."

I30) Oistin's and Speight's were town centres of court districts. I owe this 
information to the inspection of John Orderson & Co's Barbadoes Almanack for 
1782 (which includes some MS entries about Lancaster), kindly communicated 
to me by Mrs. A. Hallam of Lancaster. The printed entries include: "Judges . . . 
for the precinct of Christ Church in Oistin's, including the above and St. Philip's 
parishes; ... for the precinct of St. Peter, etc. in Speight's Town, including St. 
Peter's and St. Lucy's parishes."
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both Hall's and the parson's; he is now dangerous ill, but I believe all the rest is 
good. As for Abraham's 1311 he need not think of getting any more than John and 
James Mower's. I dunned Susannah Johnson a while ago. I believe if I had not 
had a good pair of heels she would [have] paid me in full; she'd got a horsewhip 
to write a receipt with."
7 JULY: "I received thine per Francis Bowes inclosing John Harrison's protested 
bill of exchange on John Bowes; he tells me he sent John Bowes a bill for £50 
sterling about 3 months after thou left this [island] which incouraged me to take 
the inclosed. He promises to pay me the remainder in three or four weeks but if 
can light on a good bill for that value I'll advance the money and send it per 
Geldart for Leverpool who will sail about this day week [in the Johnson]. 
Inclosed is also John Harrison's letter of advice to John Bowes." (32) 
24 AUGUST: "This incloses John Harrison's bill on Bryan Blundell Esquire 13" 
for £48:11:1J sterling which is all I could gett to send by this conveyance... . I've 
got the parson's and Carvalho's."
26 AUGUST: "... I have been all round to enquire for a bill to send by this 
conveyance to ballance thy account but could not get one . . . may depend shall 
miss no opportunitys of sending thee a bill as soon as I can possibly get one. 
I am sure it's no pleasure to me to keep your effects here but I dared not venture 
to ship upon any vessel! without your orders these difficult times. On the other 
side [below] is a list of what debts is outstanding on thy account, most of which 
I hope will prove good. . . .

A List of Debts outstanding on thy Account August 26 1740.

don [7] "3 18 5 
Thomas Harrison Esq 10 1 3£ He will not pay it without I allow

30/- boat hire carr[y]ing Abraham 
Jno Thomas 3 6 1\ 
David Minvealle 23 18 10^ Elias and David puts me off with

they're allways throng 
JosWard 1 13 0| 
Mary Kopker 2 12 9 
Stephen Paine 366
Jno. Grove 15 1 7J\ I beleive I shall never get it with- 
Geo. Bishop 16 14 2 / out sueing'em 
Robt. Hall 897 He's run away with his sloop 
Richd Luff 140 He says he'll never pay 
Jona. New 1 17 6 He's got to Isaycape' 341 with [Cap 

tain] Day; I expect to get it when 
he comes again. 

[Total: £122-4-6*.]"

There is only one further letter, dated 28 September, from which 
it appears that Benjamin had received Button's orders to ship

1311 i.e. debts from his stay in 1737-8?
(32) Francis Bowes was John's only son by his first wife. On John see above 

p. 141. Francis arrived in the Ann and Betty (see below p. 156) apparently as 
supercargo. He appears to have been made freeman of Lancaster in 1734-5 as 
"gentleman." He signed the annual audit of the Buoy Account in 1745 and was 
buried in Lancaster Priory Church in 1746.

1331 The prominent Liverpool merchant and slave trader, treasurer of the Blue- 
coat Hospital, and mayor of Liverpool 1721 and 1728.

1341 Probably Essequibo, then in Dutch Guiana. See documents quoted by 
F. W. Pitman, The Development of the British West Indies 1700-1763 (Yale 
University Press, 1917), p. 94 "Isaqueba", p. 205 n. 33 "Isaac Cape". Migration 
of planters and debtors to more fertile lands was a frequent subject of complaint 
in the 1730's and 1740's by the Barbados government; Essequibo was one such 
haven.
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goods by the Britannia, Captain Goad, but the amount and 
nature of the goods are unspecified. (35)

Benjamin mentioned at the end of his stay the collection of 
about £450 of debts on sales for which he himself was respon 
sible, but he gives no details; if, however, it was work similar to 
that caused by Mutton's debts, he must have had plenty to do. 
The usual payment for a factor's services was commission on 
the amount of business passing through his hands. In A West 
India Fortune, a detailed and illuminating account of the 
business history of the Pinney family of Bristol, Richard 
Pares quoted the commission rates asked by Azariah Pinney in 
St. Kitts in 1708. He charged 5 % sales and 3 % storage of goods 
from England, and 5 % on returns to England, with 3 % storage 
and 2% horse hire; collection of debts was included in these 
charges but Azariah was not to be held responsible for bad 
debts. He would undertake to collect old debts, not due to a 
cargo entrusted to him, for a charge of 5 % if they were large 
debts, and more if there were a number of smaller ones. He once 
refused 20% for such business because of the trouble antici 
pated in law cases during collection.

In his Yankees and Creoles, Richard Pares quoted the commis 
sion charged by resident factors on North American cargoes as 
5 % for both sales and returns, with 2\ % for paying or receiving 
money not directly connected with the sales of goods. Some 
North Americans tried to make the factor responsible for bad 
debts in return for a further commission; one factor in 1732 in 
Antigua complained that 2 % for this service was being "tied to 
hard meat". Captains who acted as consignees of their own 
cargoes, having therefore choice of where to sell among the 
West Indian islands, or whether to sell themselves or through 
a resident factor or merchant, were commonly paid commission 
of 5% sales and 2\% on returns, "to encourage the captain to 
sell his outward cargo dear rather than buy West Indian pro-

I3S) No attempt has been made to identify the various debtors. David 
Minvealle or Minveille is referred to by Benjamin as bringing cotton to Barbados, 
from Martinique; cf. Pares, op. dr., p. 59, quoting a letter to a captain instructing 
him to apply to "Monsieur Monvielle" or "Monville" to secure entry for the sale 
of cargo into Martinique, after making sure that his "credit" or "interest among 
the French is so good as to be a protection for your vessel! while there." The name 
also occurs, in a variety of spellings, in Vols. Ill and IV of Elizabeth Donnan, 
Documents Illustrative of the Slave Trade to America (Washington, 1930-35). The 
Liverpool Plantation Registers have copies of Barbados registrations of one ship 
in 1751 (between 23 July and 31 July) and two ships in 1754 (between 26 January 
and 13 February, and between 30 May and 21 June) with Elias Minvielle as 
part-owner, and Susannah Minvielle given as part-owner in those of 1754 
only. The other owners are all of Barbados except for one Liverpool man in 
January 1754; the master of this vessel was William Day.
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duce dear". Other merchants paid 1\% on sales and nothing on 
returns; others paid 5% on each. 1361

Fortunately there is a detailed statement by Benjamin con 
cerning the Lancaster practice, in a letter of 15 November 1743 
written from Lancaster to Luke Astley of Preston :

"Yesterday I happened to meet with Rfoger] W[a1shman] who told me that 
you desire me to lett you know what commission was agreed upon betwixt Law 
and me for your goods I left in his hands on your account [in Bardabos in 1742?]. 
As to agreement we made none because our Lanc[aste]r commission is so 
commonly known. Before the Warr we'd 5| now 6| per cent for commission, 
storage, etc. (I paid the tax on goods left with him for trade) and 2| per cent for 
returns, and having just now been looking over your letters I found a coppy of 
the invoice you sent me for a guide to enter the sugars with, which came per the 
Industry, wherein observe he's charged 4 per cent for commission and storage 
[for returns] which is what I never saw before. If he was at any charge for storing 
the sugars he ought to have sent a real charge which in my opinion would have 
been nothing like 1| per cent [the difference between Law's 4% and the usual

The earnings of a factor would of course depend on how much 
business was directed to him by his employers. Writing on 
27 October 1744 to Captain Thomas Greenup of Liverpool, 
Benjamin complained of one offer made to him by persons he 
did not name: "If I had gone to Barbados they would have 
engaged me to stay 18 months or 2 years and would engage 
themselves to send me not more than 2 vessalls which would 
have done very poorly for me considering the time they would 
have me stay, but I hope yet to get an agreable birth [sic] betwixt 
[now] and Christmas". During his stay from December 1739 to 
January 1741, Benjamin dealt with three cargoes, those of the 
Industry twice, in February and December 1740, and of the 
Content in August 1740. He also loaded the Jane in which he 
sailed for Lancaster in January 1741, but a large part of the 
cargo of the Industry to Lancaster in February 1740 was made 
up of the goods bought by Hutton Rawlinson, or by money left 
by him in Benjamin's hands for suitable purchases. Thus we can

1361 A West India Fortune (1950), p. 34; Yankees and Creoles, pp. 73, 80, 81-2. 
Miss E. Arnot Robertson in The Spanish Town Papers (1959) based on Jamaican 
vice-admiralty court documents about prizes during the American War of 
Independence, quoted some Massachusetts owners as giving a captain 5 % if he 
sold his cargo in the West Indies, 2J% if he handed it over to be sold by a West 
Indian firm, and 5 % on any freight made for a cargo to France in which they 
wished the proceeds of the outward cargo to be invested. But these were war 
time conditions.

(3D Roger Walshman was described as "of Preston, gentleman" in his marriage 
bond of 11 February 1743, for his marriage to Elizabeth Casson, by then 
Benjamin's sister-in-law. On 12 April the Lancaster Freemen and Apprentices 
Books show he was charged £3-3s-Od. for admission as freeman, and described as 
"of Lancaster, gentleman"; but in his will signed 1757 and proved 1767 he was 
described as a tallow chandler. He was mayor of Lancaster in 1764. Law was 
probably George Law of Poulton le Fylde, merchant, bankrupt in 1763 as 
formerly of Barbados. He was not a freeman of Lancaster.
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assume his earnings to have been based on the sales of three 
cargoes and the appropriate returns. There are references to the 
value of the return cargoes only, and these are incomplete, some 
goods being mentioned as shipped home, but without price 
details. The Content in August 1740 had goods valued at £1,720, 
the Industry in December at £1,640, and the Jane in January 
1741 at £1,200, a total of £4,560. Since these return cargoes were 
bought with the proceeds of his sales of their shipments from 
Lancaster, this total of £4,560 could be charged for commission 
at 5J% for sales and 1\% for returns, £364 thus being earned in 
twelve months. If we assume that the employment offered in 
1744 would have been rewarded at roughly the same rate, £120 
per cargo, the fact of having two cargoes in eighteen months or 
two years seems good ground for Benjamin's complaint.

IV LIFE AND WORK IN BARBADOS

Benjamin's concern in 1744 about the length of his stay may 
have been due not only to his earnings, but also to his state of 
health. It is possible, judging from his references to his health, 
that he was not particularly robust, or that he thought he was 
not and was too much concerned about it. It appears from a 
sentence in a letter to his mother on 7 November 1737 that when 
he first went to Barbados his stay was conditional: "I having 
had my health so well ever since I left home hath encouraged 
me to stay behind the vessall [Jane which brought him to the 
Island] which hopes will be of servis both to myself and to 
Abraham and shall behave myself so that it will be a pleasure 
and comfort both to thee and [step] father. . . ." In letters in 
1740 to his mother and stepfather he records his illnesses during 
his second stay:
28 SEPTEMBER "I have been in a very violent feaver. The fourth night after I 
was taken [ill] was given over both by Doctors and all my friends but through 
mercy am pretty well recovered. I am broke out all about my head with boils 
which is very uneasy but I believe it was the saving of my life. Captain Wayles 
and that family has been very kind ever since I came; I don't know how I shall be 
able to come out of there debt. Indeed a great part of the town sent to see how I 
was every day. This island is now very sickly but I hope I've got mine over. 
Francis Bowes has been out of order but is now pretty well recovered." 
24 DECEMBER "The Jane would have been ready almost to sail by this time 
but for a small feaver I had which oblidged me to keep my bed all last week; am 
now got a great deal better. I have about £450 [of uncollected debts] outstanding; 
hopes to get a great part of it this week."

The risk of fatal illness was of course great; Benjamin, referring 
to his own sickness in a letter to Thomas Devonshire of Cork on 
16 October, wrote, "1 believe I may venture to say some hun 
dreds more has died off within this 8 weeks". The records of any
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port trading with the West Indies refer to many merchants and 
seamen who died there.

This danger of illness may account for the relatively short 
period during which the Rawlinson brothers and Benjamin 
were expected to stay in Barbados as factors. In a letter to his 
mother of 13 May, about six months after his arrival, Benjamin 
wrote about his return home if a French war should break out:

"Have been under great concern since the embargo was laid upon shipping 
[from England to the colonies]. If I'd had a vessel! here she might have corned 
along with this fleet [sailing from Barbados] which would have been safer 
because she'l now be oblidged to be here in hurricane months. I have not been 
much out of order since I arived here but am afraid if wee have a French warr it 
will go hard with me, because them that does [not] appear under arms in their 
turn at the Fort (for a week together) will be fined £5. I3SI Besides I beleive it will 
be impossible for any vessells to gett hither from Lancaster. . . ."

But perhaps his postscript is a better reflection of his feelings:
"P.S. I hope by the time this comes to hand you'l be thinking of ordering me 

home. I think twelve months at a time is long enough to stay. I desire thou 
would not let father or any one else see this but tear it off.

She that was Hannah Dent who I mentioned was sick in brother William's 
[letter of 14 April] via Leverpoole is now perfectly recovered and will sail for 
Road Island today." 1391

There seems to be some preoccupation with health underlying 
this concern to return home. As a Quaker sent out on business 
by Quakers, Benjamin should not have been troubled by the 
fines for refusal of militia duty, any more than the continuous 
distraint of goods for refusal to pay tithe or church rates 
troubled Quakers at home, including his employers.

One advantage of limited stay by a factor in the West Indies 
was that his employers could keep close control over him. In an 
admirable summary of the English merchant's problem of 
whether to employ a ship's captain or a super-cargo to take 
charge of buying and selling, or employ a resident factor, 
Richard Pares in his posthumous work Merchants and Planters 
(1960) wrote:
"the merchants still had to deal with the greatest difficulty of all in 
colonial trade, that of the unfaithfulness of distant agents. . . . The ship's captain 
was more likely to be faithful to the owner, if only because he lived in the 
same town and met the owner face to face at the end of each voyage. 
But ... he could not well judge which planters could be trusted with credit; 
nobody but a resident could do this.. .. Moreover ... a resident factor could give

1381 The Governor's attitude to militia duty by the inhabitants of Barbados 
was apparently unusual, and his strictness brought him £5,700 by such fines, and 
a great deal of unpopularity! See Pares, War and Trade in the West Indies 
1739-63, p. 234-5.

1391 Letter of 14 April: "She that was Hannah Dent has been here about 3 
weeks and now lies ill of a dangerous feaver; they did not expect her to live all 
last night and yett thinks she will not get over it being such a bigg woman." 
I have not been able to identify her.
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the ship a quicker turn round by preparing her homeward cargoes beforehand, 
and staying to collect the outstanding debts after she had been dispatched. He 
would charge a higher commission than the captain, but it might be worth the 
owner's while to pay this, provided that the factor could be trusted and there 
was the difficulty. Some merchants relied upon the ties of family: they established 
a brother or a son in the colony. But even a brother might be unfaithful, or a 
son imprudent" (p. 30).

The Townson group could at least guard against such im 
prudence by regular recall and replacement, with the additional 
advantage that the returning factor could give a more detailed 
account of overseas market conditions and receive from his 
associates similar accounts of the situation at home. Benjamin's 
position, however, was different from that of Hutton and 
Abraham Rawlinson. When Benjamin first went he was much 
younger and less experienced than the Rawlinsons, and without 
their standing as partners in the Townson group. Hence he 
shows anxiety to commend himself to the brothers, as his 
letters to his stepfather show:

19 NOVEMBER 1737 "Shall do my endeavour to promote the intrest I am 
come about and so hopes Abraham will have nothing to acquaint you with but 
my good behaviour to him."
20 DECEMBER 1739 "Have sold all the stockings except one dozen thred. May 
send if pleases 2 dozen pair of every sort cotton stockings that I had with me, but 
more will not do. The threds is all top dear. Hutton can advise thee what sorts 
will do. I intend to ship the proceeds in French cotton by the Industry and send 
thee account sales. I hope I have behaved myself so as to gain his good word. 
I did all that ever lay in my power for him. He'1 advise thee what sort of a store 
I have taken. We have been very throng in settling Hutton's accounts or should 
have writ my dear mother as also my 2 Uncles. (40' Shall write 'em by the 
Industry. Hutton will advise thee in what manner he's left her cargo and what 
orders. I am not to charge him anything for shipping nor for what sugars and 
cotton I shall buy after he's sailed. I desire thou would write me very often that I 
may know how to proceed".

This letter of 20 December was the first Benjamin wrote after 
taking over from Hutton, and seems to betray his inexperience 
and diffidence concerning his new responsibilities. This diffi 
dence is shown again in the early letters of 1740 to his step 
father:
10 JANUARY "... I advised with Wayles and did to the best of my judgement
for the Concern. ... I begg thou would write me by all opportunitys that I may
know how to proceed.
[P.S.] If thou send anything in the Mary had much rather thou consigned it to
Wayles who I believe would do his best for thy advantage. If Allan Patchet come
here [master of the Ann and Betty of Lancaster] might send some small matter to
keep me doing. . . ."
29 FEBRUARY "I have writ! him [Hutton no letter survives] the reason of
the Industry's so long stay here. Being the first voyage you might judge it was my
neglect."

1401 Uncle John Dilworth is obviously one. The only other mentioned in the 
Letter Book is Uncle Ledger; Benjamin's concern about writing to him may 
indicate that Benjamin Ledger was involved in the partnership.
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9 APRIL "Have advised with Captain Serjeant about purchasing rum; he thinks 
it will be better to stay a little longer. It has never been lower than 13d. [per 
gallon] this year."

However, Benjamin was able to write on 22 June in reply to 
his stepfather's letter: "am much obliged to Mutton for the 
carracter he has given me; shall always strive to deserve the 
same". But for some reason that the Letter Book does not make 
clear, Abraham had different views; Benjamin wrote to his 
mother and similarly to his stepbrother William on 28 Septem 
ber:

"A.R. writt to a man in this Island that he intended to be here latter end 
September which I wish may prove true. He's given me a strange sort of a 
charrecter here as well as at home, but 1 beleive has got no good will here by it. 
I desire thou would not mention this ever again. If he should come to releive me 
I desire I may have no more concern with him than to liver up all my goods to 
him. If I should be obliged to stay 4 or 6 weeks after he arrives, Mrs. Duke has 
offered me a room to myself where I may put my desk etc and so collect the 
remainder of my debts whilst I stay."

Perhaps there were business reasons behind Abraham's anti 
pathy towards Benjamin; Benjamin's association with Wayles 
and Sergeant was perhaps judged imprudent in that they were 
competitors. A certain degree of co-operation between men 
from the same town was natural and inevitable. Letters were 
carried by any Lancaster ship available, and Benjamin for 
warded some to Antigua for Sergeant's partner, Miles Birket, as 
he wrote on 9 October: "Please to advise M. Birkett here is a 
vessall going to Leeward tomorrow, which is the first oppor 
tunity I have had to send his letters to J[ames] B[irket] since I 
received them [on 22 July]. I've writt to him as he desired 
me". (41) Commercial news would be supplied to merchants in 
Lancaster by any Lancastrian newly arrived from Barbados, as 
Benjamin shows by his letter to Miles Townson on 20 October: 
"as to the marketts which was never miserabler than now beggs

1411 A notable merchant and Quaker, a freeman of Lancaster 1724-5 described 
as "of Cartmel Fell, merchant"; but by 1737 he contributed to, and 1743-4 was a 
treasurer of, the Buoy Account, and in 1750 he was one of the port commission 
appointed by the act originating that body. The family pedigree is in Foster's 
Pedigrees. Miles was in 1746 a partner in the Halton Furnace Co. operating 
forges near Lancaster, and Abraham Rawlinson II was also a partner (A. Fell, 
Early Iron Industry of Fiirness, 1908, p. 36). James Birket, younger brother of 
Miles, was for a long time in business in Antigua; hence the reference above to 
Benjamin forwarding letters to him. His partner there was Nathaniel Booth: see 
Liverpool Plantation Registers between 4 and 9 February 1750, quoting Lancaster 
registration 14 March 1749 of the Achilles, owned by Miles Birket of Lancaster, 
James Birket and Nathaniel Booth of Antigua, and two Dublin merchants; see 
also Yankees and Creoles, passim, for letters from Birket and Booth to American 
merchants. On James Birket's influence in spreading Quakerism in the West 
Indies see C. F. Jenkins, Tortola, Journal of Friends Historical Society (1923) 
Supplement No. 13.
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leave to referr to F. Bowes and J[ames] R[ichardson.]" (42) A 
similar note in Benjamin's letter to his cousins the Dilworths on 
22 October, makes it clear that they sailed home in the 
Globe, which also carried Benjamin's six letters written in 
October.

There is evidence also of closer commercial co-operation. On 
28 January 1738 Benjamin wrote to Miles Townson: "Abraham 
will advise of his buying a sloop in Company with Henry 
Serjeant which sailed for the Leeward Islands the 23rd. current 
with £700 in cash and goods. . . ." Sergeant and Wayles, apart 
from helping Benjamin by advice, also shared the benefit of the 
services of Captain Day's shipments of cotton from the Leeward 
Islands: Benjamin wrote to his stepfather on 13 May: "Captain 
Henry Serjeant and Wayles had this last parcell of Captain 
Day's cotton; they paid 10^ per pound. He sails today and 
expects to be up again in about 10 days with a large quantity of 
cotton which will be time enough" to load the Content expected 
soon. It was this purchase that led to Wayles's accusation that 
Benjamin had raised prices by a halfpenny a pound, which he 
denied in his letter of 22 June.

But there seem to have been limits to which mutual assistance 
could go. The price quarrel with Wayles seems in part to have 
sprung from a stipulation by Benjamin that Wayles could have 
Day's cotton if he shipped ten bags for Benjamin on board the 
Mary for Miles Townson. Wayles seems to have preferred to 
bid a higher price for the cotton than to agree. Equally the 
Townson group seems to have exercised a tight control over the 
use by other merchants of Townson ships. On 9 December 
Benjamin wrote to his stepfather: "I hope thou'l not take it 
amiss my shipping it aboard the Industry" when he sent home 
so small an amount as four hogsheads of sugar and one bag of 
cotton for Henry Sergeant and Miles Birket. In September 
1739 on his voyage to Barbados, Benjamin had to write to 
Alderman Casson from Cork that he could not take in any 
butter for him aboard the Industry since "we are not to take in 
any upon freight". The matter was out of Benjamin's hands; and 
there is also an example of Benjamin's finding his hands tied in

I4a) James Richardson was freeman 1737-8 as "of Lancaster, mariner", but in 
his marriage bond 7 February 1741, and on taking an apprentice on 20 May 
1742, was described as a merchant, as also in his will proved 1764. He signed the 
Buoy Account audit in 1745. He married Mary Casson on 10 February 1741, and 
Benjamin wrote letters on 7 May 1744 to James Richardson of Walney and 
Richard Richardson of Whitehaven announcing the birth of a son to James, then 
absent in Barbados as master of the Tilbury (other letters show him as master also 
1741-3). James of Walney appears to be father of James of Lancaster, Richard 
perhaps a brother; James's will 1764 mentions a brother John at Liverpool as a 
sailmaker, an interesting example of migration from Furness.
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the matter of freight from Barbados. He wrote to Miles Townson 
on 1 August 1740:

"If the rains would but permitt us to take sugars off, could gett her [the 
Content] ready in 3 weeks. I had effects enough to load her, but as J[ames] 
R[ichardson] has liberty to put 30 hogsheads aboard I cannot say anything 
against it. However what cash I've to spear will serve to be picking up some good 
sugars for the Industry [the next ship expected from his employers] and pay part 
towards the cotton."

There seems to have been one further limitation to mutual co 
operation between Lancastrians, in the important matter of 
collection of debts in Barbados. This is made clear in Benjamin's 
dealings with Captain Sergeant, who arrived in Barbados 
towards the end of March 1740, apparently as master of the 
Lancaster vessel Hope. His Lancaster partner was Miles Birket; 
Benjamin's letter to Sergeant on 22 June refers to possible 
orders from Birket as to how Sergeant's effects should be 
remitted, and another on 9 October is addressed to Sergeant "in 
his absence to Miles Birkett, Merchant, in Lancaster".

In May, Sergeant sailed for Lancaster (taking with him six of 
Benjamin's letters, all dated 13 May), leaving behind him a 
number of debts to be collected and goods to be shipped. 
Benjamin agreed to deal with these, and his four letters to 
Sergeant are concerned with two shipments of sugar worth £299 
to Liverpool and Lancaster, another shipment of goods worth 
£70 on the Industry (which Benjamin hoped his stepfather 
would not "take amiss"), and the dispatch of bills of exchange 
worth £324. Here is an example of the difficulties found by a 
ship's captain in completing his business during a short stay in 
the West Indies. But Benjamin's handling of Sergeant's un- 
collected debts does not seem to have been to the liking of the 
Lancaster partners. Townson was in Bath for his health, so that 
the rebuke seems to have come through his wife, for Benjamin 
wrote to his mother on 8 July:
"may depend shall observe father's directions and advice in every respect. I am 
very sensable he has been a father to me and should be very ungratefull if I was 
not as dutifull and obedient to him as a child might be to a parent. .... Who 
ever entrusts me with any thing shall always serve 'em equally alike to the best of 
my judgement; it will always be satisfaction enough to me whether I gett riches 
or not so that I do but please thee and father.. . .
P.S. I took Captain Serjeant's cash and debts into my hands when he went away 
but shall take no bodies else without father's advice."

It does not seem, from Benjamin's letter to Sergeant of 
9 October, that he was concerned about earning commissions 
for himself: "Thou may observe I charged thee no commission 
for what I shipt per Captain Patchett and Captain Geldart 1431

1431 They carried for Sergeant £299 worth of sugar, Patchet for Lancaster 
aboard the Ann and Betty on 8 July, Geldart aboard the Johnson sailing early in 
August for Liverpool.
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but left blanks that thou might charge [what thou] pleased 
before thou livered 'em up to the Company". But the rebuke 
was sufficient; writing to his stepfather on 1 October, Benjamin 
rather self-righteously recorded his refusal of a similar oppor 
tunity of obliging his fellow townsmen: "J[ames] Richardson 
and Ffrancis] Bowes takes there passage in the Globe who sails 
sometime next week; they have been at me to take their out 
standing debts and remains into my hands but does not 
intend to take any body's remains into my hands without thy 
orders".

James Richardson had arrived on 14 June, aboard the 
Britannia, Captain Goad, apparently as supercargo, since 
Benjamin does not refer to Goad selling goods but to Richard 
son. Francis Bowes seems to have been in a similar capacity on 
the Ann and Betty, Captain Patchett, arriving on 13 June. Both 
stayed after the departure of their vessels which sailed 29 
September and 8 July respectively. Here again is proof of the 
difficulty of selling goods in a West Indian island by a mere 
visitor, even if a supercargo could stay to settle accounts. A 
resident from the same town, especially one like Benjamin who 
would be travelling home before long and could give an account 
of his work, would naturally receive offers such as those of 
Sergeant, Richardson and Bowes. Presumably the partners in 
Lancaster thought that Benjamin, in view of his inexperi 
ence, could take on too much work for other people 
especially in collecting debts, and that this would prejudice 
the business of those who employed him and sent him to 
Barbados.

In the light of these difficulties of captains, supercargoes and 
factors in the West Indian trade, it looked as if the Townson- 
Rawlinson-Dilworth merchant group in Lancaster had solved 
the problem by providing a succession of factors intimately 
connected with each other, regularly relieved to answer for 
their stewardship as well as to safeguard health, able to take on 
each other's debts and effects in succession, and adequately paid 
not only by commission but by a share of the profits of the whole 
concern, as the Rawlinson brothers were. But there is no 
evidence to show that the practice of 1737-41 described in 
Benjamin's Letter Book was continued; all that can be proved 
is that Benjamin's career did not continue as it began.

V BENJAMIN DISOWNED

Benjamin's break with his employers came about for a 
personal reason; in September 1741 he married Jane, the
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THE FAMILY OF ALDERMAN CASSON

HENRY CASSON 
Town Sergeant of Lancaster 

Tallow Chandler 
d. 1704

JOHN THOMAS
Alderman of Lancaster Tallow Chandler

Mercer d. 1725
d. 1753 2

= MARY BORWICK = ANN CARTER
1709 ofCartmel 1721 of Ellel

ELIZABETH = ROGER WALSHMAN ALICE b. 1722 
b. 1712 1743

MARY = JAMES RICHARDSON 
b. 1714 1741

SUSANNAH = CHARLES INMAN 
b. 1717 c. 1750

JANE = BENJAMIN SATTERTHWAITE
b. 1718 1741

HENRY
b. 1721

KATHERINE = JOHN STOUT
b. 1723 1747

daughter of Alderman John Casson of Lancaster. (44) Jane was 
born of Anglican parents, and the marriage took place in an 
Anglican church, but which church has not yet been established. 
As a result, Benjamin was disowned by the Society of Friends on 
5 October 1741; the Lancaster Monthly Meeting Minutes 
declared that "contrary to frequent advice Pie] accompanyed a 
young woman not of our religion in order to marry her and 
notwithstanding advice has married by a preist upon which this 
meeting testifies him to be out of unity with us till he shew 
sincere remorse for his going out as aforesaid". The "Testimony 
of Denial" drawn up by that meeting to be read out at a sub 
sequent meeting for worship was signed by seven Friends, 
including William Stout and John Dilworth; it adds to the 
previous report that Benjamin had so "slighted the tender and 
repeated advices of his parents and the approved rules of the

(41) Mayor of Lancaster in 1730 and 1741, he was described as a mercer in his 
marriage bond in 1709, as a merchant in Benjamin's letters, and as a gentleman 
in the probate of his will in 1753. He contributed to the Buoy Account in 1725 
and 1737, and was an auditor in 1747. For an account of his family, see William 
Stout's Autobiography, under the year 1705.
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Society as to marry in a private manner by a priest a person of 
another persuasion".

There are signs in Benjamin's letters between 1739 and 1741 
of a close relationship with the Casson family, and also that it 
was not to the liking of Miles Townson and Benjamin's mother. 
The first letter from Benjamin to Alderman Casson was written 
from Cork, en route to Barbados; it is on a loose sheet and dated 
only "September 1739". As well as giving prices of provisions, 
Benjamin wrote:

"Samuel Pike was at me to take in 80 firkins which should have done for you 
sooner than any one in Lancaster but we are not to take in any upon freight.. . . 
I hope before my next voyage something may fall out that will beget a better 
understanding betwixt my [step] father and you. When I get to Barbados shall 
write you the state of the markets there by the first opportunity. . . . 
P.S. When ever you receive any letters from me I desire you would keep 'em to 
yourself. Please to give my servis to Betty [the eldest] and the rest of your 
daughters, also to my aunt and cousin Alice. 145 ' Shall be very glad to see Henry at 
Barbados. I'll do him all the servis I possably can. Since I writ the above I hear 
there is a vessall bound for Surinam which will tutch at Barbados, on whom they 
intend to ship your butter. She'1 be ready for sailing next week."

But Henry, the alderman's only son, did not arrive in Barbados.
Benjamin seems to hint at a change in the alderman's plans 

when in a letter of 14 April 1740 he writes to Henry of "con 
descending to your father's desire". A list of prices of dry goods 
and provisions was sent in the letter, but Benjamin wrote no 
more till October because of the visit to Barbados of James 
Richardson, soon to become his brother-in-law. Perhaps James 
Richardson's knowledge of Benjamin's special intimacy with 
the Casson family prompted the request, when leaving Barbados, 
that Benjamin should take over the collection of his debts. 
Benjamin reported to his stepfather that he had refused; but in 
his letter to Henry Casson, on 22 October, he promised to 
write to the alderman "whenever any alteration in the market" 
occurred, presumably on the same understanding as in Septem 
ber 1739, that such letters be kept private.

There are, however, two letters to Alderman Casson on 8 and 
21 December which refer to business transactions known to 
Miles Townson, and which may indicate that relations with the 
Cassons had improved, as Benjamin had hoped. The letter of 
8 December gives an account of "what part of your goods is

1461 These may have been Ann Casson and her daughter Alice. Ann Casson 
married Thomas, brother of Alderman Casson in 1721 (see marriage bond 2 July 
1721), and Alice was baptised at Lancaster Priory Church 20 June 1722. Thomas 

.died in 1725 and his widow carried on his business as a tallow chandler; she took 
apprentices on 25 March 1747 and 9 September 1749. The precise relationship to 
Benjamin has not been traced; it could even be a relationship to Miles Townson, 
whose family seems to have been Anglican as far as they can be identified from 
his will.
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sold, and at what prices", which makes it clear that Benjamin 
was selling the alderman's goods. The letter of 21 December 
shows that these goods had totalled £156 6s. 4d., and "if what 
remains on hand was sold at 50 per cent. [? advance on English 
cost prices] your cargoe would then amount to about £190 this 
currency [of Barbados]". The rest of the letter detailed how the 
proceeds were to be used for the purchase of sugar to be shipped 
to London. Writing to his stepfather on 9 December, Benjamin 
implied that the sugar might have been shipped by the Jane, a 
Townson group vessel, if he had not already had sufficient 
cargo:

"I have about 60 hogsheads sugar and 12,000 weight of cotton ready for the 
Jane and William Day [is expected] up momently with 4 or 5,000 weight more. 
I cannot certainly tell when the Jane will sail. Abraham thinks I had better keep 
her 5 or 6 weeks rather than leave many outstanding debts. If I fall short any 
thing loading the Jane, Abraham can remit a little on this cargoe account, for 
which I thought proper to advise Alderman Casson I intended to ship his effects 
for London."

Miles Townson must have had a precise arrangement with 
Alderman Casson to allow him to send Benjamin goods to sell, 
with the possibility of shipping the proceeds on board the Jane. 
There could be nothing private about it. But such business 
dealings did not mean that personal relations between Benjamin 
and the alderman's daughter would be countenanced. There is a 
hint of this in Benjamin's letter of 8 December to William 
Satterthwaite: "I take notice of a part of thy letter. May depend 
shall never do anything to give my mother a moment's un 
easiness. I understand where that sprung from; Captain 
Serjeant and me was once jocularly talking about that familey, 
from which I suppose it arose. But enough of that untill 1 come 
home".

The effect of Benjamin's marriage can be seen by comparing 
two letters from the disconnected series between 1741 and 1744. 
On 11 August 1741 he wrote to "Dear and Honest Joseph", 
probably Joseph Benson of London, witness to Benjamin 
Ledger's will and evidently engaged in work connected with 
settling the estate. Benjamin said that his stepfather and 
employers had agreed to send him to a place in the West Indies 
to which he had not expected to go, to sail there at the end of 
September; perhaps this means not to Barbados to relieve 
Abraham, in view of the hostility between them shown by 
Benjamin's letters in September 1740.

By 24 November the result of his marriage is shown in 
Benjamin's draft letter to Captain Thomas Greenup of Liver 
pool:
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"Since I left your town I have been at my [step] father Townson's several 
times who never offered me a birth though they're going to fitt out a vessall for 
Barbados and another for Antigua. This is to advise you that I am still in the 
same mind and that if a birth fell out in your town for any part of the West Indies 
I would embrace it with a great deal of pleasure if offered to me. I once more 
desire you'd make a little enquiry and see whether you think there'll be any 
vacant this year, or if you could give any incouragement that is if you think I 
might depend on one the next season. My father [in law] Casson with some 
others will irnploy me this year so as that I may be at liberty the latter end next 
summer but if you don't think I might depend on one, they'll keep me in the 
same imployed [sic], I believe it's to follow the Jamaica trade. Had much rather 
sail from your town for several reasons.

I hope this will meet you and family well with my servis to the same also to 
Peter Woodhouse if he's not sailed and to Captain Haresnape. Please to inquire 
whether he's heard of any thing or what he thinks."

On the same loose sheet, there is a second draft of 10 December, 
asking for a line in reply, and on the remainder of the sheet, a 
draft to Captain Haresnape of Liverpool dated 12 December:

"Yesterday I received a letter from Captain Greenup advising he had showed 
you and Mr. Blundell my letter, also that one of you would write me your 
sentiments. ... I also understand one of Mr. Blundell's sons is gone in the brigg 
you was so kind to offer me if I had been in time. What do you think if I was to 
bring my spouse and come and settle at your town whether might there be not a 
birth fall out in 3, 4 or 5 months. If I can get imployment in your town I intend 
to settle there. My letter to Captain Greenup would acquaint you that my father 
Casson with some others would imploy me in the Jamaica trade, but they being 
persons which wishes my satisfaction of mind, are willing to lett me engage 
where I please, and thinks I may live with more pleasure at your town than here, 
which is my opinion for severall reasons. Captain Peter Woodhouse who goes in 
the Earl Derby told Thomas Cort who was at Liverpool a fortnight ago, that 
some persons there who intend to imploy me would write me shortly but I have 
not heard from any body. Perhaps Mr. Blundell may want a person to go in the 
vessall which he was getting ready for his son who went in the brigga[ntine]." U6>

Lancaster, in effect, was no longer comfortable for Benjamin, 
and one must conclude that this was because his family and

1461 Greenup is unidentified apart from references to him in the Liverpool 
Plantation Registers as part-owner of several ships (see the Martha 17 October 
1746, the Elizabeth 16 March 1747, the Mercury 11 September 1747 and reregis- 
tration of 13 August 1750, the Rose 6 December 1748, and the Ann 11 July 1749). 
There is no entry in the Plantation Registers for the Moorecroft, in which he had 
an interest (see above p. 142 note). The other part-owners of these ships do not 
include Bryan Blundell, Peter Woodhouse, Captain Haresnape, or Thomas Cort.

Captain Haresnape is unidentified; the Lancashire Wills proved at Richmond, 
indexed in the publications of the Record Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, 
mention Haresnapes of Thurnham, near Lancaster, and also Greenups in North 
Lancashire. There are many entries in the Plantation Registers of ships owned by 
Bryan Blundell and members of his family, but the name of Haresnape has not 
been found.

Peter Woodhouse was freeman of Lancaster as a merchant in 1734-5, and at 
the probate of his will in 1760 was described as being formerly of Lancaster, but 
late of Jamaica. Thomas Satterthwaite was one of the executors of his will. The 
Plantation Registers do not identify the Earl Derby, but contain an entry of 
18 August 1756 for the Lydia, in which Woodhouse was part-owner with four of 
the Touchet family of Manchester.

Thomas Cort was freeman of Lancaster in 1724-5 as a tallow chandler; he 
contributed a guinea to the Buoy Account in 1737 and was an auditor in 1745.
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former employers had now excluded him from their closely-knit 
circle. The persecution of the Quakers by the Anglican authori 
ties produced, as in the other dissenting groups of the time 
similarly treated, a strong demand for conformity in all personal 
conduct, backed by the threat of religious expulsion. How far 
this would amount to personal ostracism after disownment is 
difficult to say: the Quakers demanded a display of "sincere 
remorse" for marriage out of meeting.

This might have been possible for Benjamin, brought up as a 
Quaker. It was possible for Thomas, his brother, who in 1750 
married, at Aldingham parish church, Hannah Wilson of 
Kendal, whose birth was entered in the Kendal Monthly 
Meeting registers of the Quakers. He was reinstated in 1764 on 
application and acknowledgement of misconduct and his wife 
admitted a member, the notice of resumption of membership 
referring to their regular attendance at Quaker meeting for 
worship in spite of disownment. It was possible for Millicent, 
youngest sister of Benjamin, who in 1753 married in an Anglican 
church the Quaker, John Heathcote, a Lancaster merchant; 
they were reinstated similarly in 1754. But whether Jane, 
Benjamin's wife, the grand-daughter of one churchwarden of 
Lancaster Priory Church, and the niece of another, would be 
so willing to conform to Quaker demands, may have been the 
problem. Whatever the reason, Benjamin's children were 
baptised in the Church of England, and his descendants have 
remained in that church. (47)

Benjamin no doubt was fortunate that Alderman Casson and 
his unidentified associates were willing to employ him. More 
over, by leaving the Townson group, he may not have lost con 
tact entirely with the Touchet textile firm in Manchester. In the 
Lancaster Freemen and Apprentices Books, the entry of 24 
October 1743 gives the only mention of the Touchet connection 
with Lancaster in these records, a reference to the partnership of 
James Richardson, mariner, John Casson and Miles Braith- 
waite, merchants, all of Lancaster, and Thomas Touchet of 
Manchester, merchant. But Benjamin's willingness to leave 
Lancaster for Liverpool seems to indicate the shock to his

(47) Information about the marriage bonds of Thomas and Millicent has been 
kindly communicated by Dr. R. Dickinson, who is editing a further volume 
dealing with marriage bonds in the series published by the Record Society of 
Lancashire and Cheshire. Disownment details from the Minutes of the Lan 
caster Friends Monthly Meeting are from the researches of Dr. W. G. Howson. 
Millicent did not remain a Quaker, being baptised at Lancaster Priory Church in 
1761 just before her second marriage to William Watson, a Lancaster merchant.

For the Cassons as churchwardens, see W. O. Roper, Materials for the History 
of the Church of Lancaster, Vol. IV, p. 781 (Chetham Society, New Series, Vol. 
59).
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prospects caused by his break with the Townson group, though 
there are signs that the breach was healed to some extent later.

One factor which explains his readiness to leave Lancaster is 
evident from his father's will of 1728; the children were each to 
receive £300 when they reached the age of twenty-two, and 
Benjamin would reach that age in April 1740. Further, in 1741 
his uncle Benjamin Ledger died, the remainder of whose 
property, after a settlement on his widow, was to be divided 
between the four children of his sister, Mary Townson, when 
they reached the age of twenty-one. The settlement of the 
Ledger affairs seems to have been complicated, however, for 
Benjamin wrote on 12 June 1744 to Joseph Benson in London 
"I've been with Father Townson and Uncle Dilworth several 
times about Uncle Ledger's affair, but they tell me they cannot 
determine anything about it until thy brother William [Benson, 
executor] comes over to Lancaster". There is no precise indica 
tion in the will of what Benjamin might expect to receive, but 
with his father's £300 and his expectations from his uncle 
Ledger, Benjamin could obviously afford to move to Liverpool, 
and wait, as he suggested, some time before getting a new job.

Benjamin's letter to Joseph Benson of 1744 is the first real 
evidence of some reconciliation with the Townson-Dilworth 
family group. The letter acknowledges one from Benson, and 
then goes on: "It would not have been a miss if thou'd wrote by 
my Uncle Dilworth; we're now all come very agreeable, but it's 
very well as it is". How close this relationship had become by 
the end of the year is shown by Benjamin's letter from Lancaster 
to Thomas Touchet and Sons of Manchester on 26 October 
1744:

"Gentlemen,
Last post A. and H. Rawlinsons received a letter from their correspondents at 

Boston advising the new snow which they gave Captain Russell dimentions for, 
would sail from thence for this place (I think) about the 12th ultimo, and on her 
arrival here is to be sold to the highest bidder. They now hold 1 /3 of her and if I 
could get you and some other good owners with myself that would take the other 
4/6 they would still continue their 2/6.1 think father Townson will take 1 /6, if you 
and I[saac] Moss would take each 1/6. I'll take the other 1/6 of ship and cargo 
and if I. Moss be not free to take 1 /6 I'll take it. I48) They say she's exceedingly well

i 48 ' The three words "I'll take it" replace the following words crossed out: 
"I don't doubt but [I can] get an agreeable owner here for 1/6."

Isaac Moss was the father of Martha, wife of William Satterthwaite. The family 
had earlier connexions with Lancaster. In 1716 Mercy, daughter of Isaac Moss 
(I, father of Isaac II above) married Robert Lawson of Sunderland Point; in 
1720 Isaac II married Sarah, Robert's sister, and was described as "hosier" of 
Manchester. He was freeman of Lancaster in 1727-8 described as "of Manchester, 
merchant"; a son, Isaac III, was freeman in 1751-2, and a grandson Isaac IV, "of 
Manchester, check manufacturer", was freeman 1785-6. Benjamin asked in his 
letter of 14 April 1740 to Thomas Touchet and Sons that Isaac Moss should be 
informed of the price details he was sending.
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built and does not doubt but she'll go very well. I now find it very hard to get a 
vessall. When I left my last birth I flattered myself I should find no difficulty in 
getting another but I was promised a better [which] made me leave it. It has been 
very hard upon me to stay at home so long as I've done. However though I find 
it so hard to gett a birth I dare say no body has (or at least I flatter myself no 
body has) anything to lay to my charge that I was imployed by, which is no small 
satisfaction to me. I am sure any time that I was in the West India's I took the 
same care and pains as if the concern had been intirely my own. 
P.S. The gentlemen at Boston gave £4 per ton more than usual that country 
money to the master builder that she might be well built, and her riggin was 
made at Sunderland 1491 so that may hope she'll not take a very large outfitt."

There is no clear indication of whether this partnership 
materialised, but obviously Benjamin, in spite of his complaints 
of unemployment, was not short of funds, since he could con 
template taking one-sixth of ship and cargo, and perhaps 
another one-sixth. The last letter of the Letter Book shows that 
he did at last secure his "birth": it was written from Lancaster 
on 27 January 1745 to John Townson, a merchant and insurance 
broker of London. Benjamin wrote:

"When you left Lancaster, you promised to write to me when any news 
offered, but you've not been so good as your word. I also promised to write you 
any news here, but I cannot say there's been any worth notice. This is chiefly to 
desire you'l get insured for me aboard the ship Ruby myself master at and from 
Lancaster to Barbados to touch in some part [of] Ireland value £100. We intend 
going North about Ireland so that I expect may get it done for 12 guineas or £12 
interest or no interest. The reason for my making this insurance (over and above 
what I've aboard) is to bear part expences if I be taken and if I get safe there my 
commission on the cargo will be able to bear it and get pretty considerable 
besides. What cargo I've aboard Miles Birket has the management off."

It is not clear whether this ship is the Rawlinson one mentioned 
in Benjamin's letter to the Touchets, though since the manage 
ment of the cargo was given to Miles Birket, this does not seem 
likely; apart from their joint interest in the Halton iron furnace, 
the names of Birket and Rawlinson have not been found in 
business association in this period.

The rest of Benjamin's career until the notice of his burial 
was entered in the Lancaster Priory parish register in 1792 is 
curiously vague. His Letter Book shows that in spite of the fact 
that Alderman Casson and his associates suggested a voyage to 
Jamaica when Benjamin's stepfather offered no employment, in 
fact he was in Barbados in 1742. His letter to Captain Haresnape 
in December 1741 is followed by one to Roger Walshman in 
July 1742 written from Barbados, but there is no indication on 
whose account he was there. On 20 November 1742 he wrote 
from Lancaster to Peter Keen at Barbados: "I am now almost

1481 Sunderland Point, at the mouth of the Lune. See publications of the 
Lancashire Parish Register Society, Vol. 57, p. 121, for reference to a roper 
there in 1722, and of the Record Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, Vol. 81, 
p. 118, for reference to a ropemaker in 1731.
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ready to sail for Antigua; we had such bad markets at Barbados 
last year that I was afraid to venture this year". Again it is not 
clear on whose account he sailed. On 30 October 1743 he wrote 
from Lancaster to Mrs. Mary Hall of Barbados: "I think some 
thing of staying at home this year in hopes marketts may be 
better next". His stay at home appears to have lasted until he 
wrote to the Touchets on 26 October 1744, when he complained 
of being "at home so long"; it was apparently at this time that 
he refused a post in Barbados, as he wrote to tell Captain 
Greenup on 27 October 1744, because he would have only two 
vessels in a year and a half or two years' stay.

Beyond this his career is a mystery. One reference has 
emerged from other Lancaster records: Robert Gillow, founder 
of the famous furniture firm, and his associates employed 
Benjamin as factor in Barbados between 1749 and 1751. But 
there seems to be no evidence that he continued as a ship's 
master, as in the Ruby: the detailed records of the Port Com 
mission after 1750 do not contain his name as master of a West 
Indiaman. He was not one of the merchants who audited the 
Buoy Accounts, nor was he among those elected to the Port 
Commission after 1750, the normal tribute paid to prominent 
merchants in Lancaster. Unlike so many Lancaster merchants 
and mariners, he took no apprentices. The Lancaster Freemen 
and Apprentices Books contain his name only once when, on 
20 February 1777, he was described as a merchant; but the 
indentures were made to Benjamin jointly with Elizabeth 
Walshman, widow of Roger Walshman, whose tallow chandling 
business she had continued.

Another such fragment is an advertisement in Gore's Liver 
pool Advertiser on 24 November 1780 and again on 4 January 
1781 of the ship Polly for sale, for information about which 
application could be made to a Captain Stable or to Benjamin; 
but since the Port Commission records show she came to 
Lancaster from St. Kitts, it is likely that he was handling the 
business for his son John. This was his eldest son, who appears 
to have had to make his own way in the world, as a resident 
merchant in St. Kitts, where he married in 1777 the daughter 
of a rich planter. John's clerk, John Stout, wrote that his 
master made "a large part of his fortune" as a merchant in 
Lancaster between 1779 and 1785 so that he was able to retire 
in 1788. Letters from John to his brother Henry, in John's only 
surviving Letter Book, 1781-2, show that Henry was dependent 
on his brother, served as assistant to John's partner in St. Kitts 
and was promised advancement when the partnership was 
dissolved. There is no extant will for Benjamin to show what
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fortune Benjamin had to leave to his children, but the impres 
sion given by John Stout is that John made his own fortune. (50)

That Benjamin's career should leave so little obvious mark on 
Lancaster records seems to imply that his record in business 
there was not impressive. This was a period for Lancaster of 
rapidly increasing trade in the West Indies; Benjamin's experi 
ence in the West Indies should have given him every advantage, 
as also his training with the enterprising and successful Rawlin- 
sons and Dilworths. In a more personal way there is other 
evidence of lack of confidence: he could hardly have expected 
after being disowned to be made executor of Miles Townson's 
will, in which he was left, like William his half-brother, £10 for 
himself and £5 for each of his sons. But one might have ex 
pected to see him as executor of the will of his father-in-law, 
Alderman Casson, who died in 1753, or of those of his brothers- 
in-law, James Richardson, died 1763, and Roger Walshman, 
died 1767. He is not mentioned in any of their wills, though his 
brother-in-law Charles Inman was asked to assist Alderman 
Casson's widow in her duties as executrix, and was named as 
executor by Roger Walshman and James Richardson. <51)

Benjamin's career, moreover, contrasts strongly with that of 
his younger brother Thomas. Thomas was named in Miles 
Townson's will as his "son in law and partner in trade" and as 
joint executor with older and more experienced men, William 
Dilworth and Joshua Whalley of Lancaster, and John Touchet 
of Manchester. He was to be chief trustee of Miles Townson's 
fortune until the death of Mary Townson should allow the pay-

|60 > See A Vindication, privately printed by John Stout (Lancaster 1841), to 
defend himself against rumours of mishandling his trusteeship under John 
Satterthwaite's will. Stout's grandfather was Leonard, brother of William Stout 
of the Autobiography; Leonard's son John married Katherine, daughter of 
Alderman Casson, so that John Stout junior and John Satterthwaite were 
cousins. John junior was freeman 1785-6 as a merchant.

1611 Inman's descendants founded the Inman line of steamships. Charles, 
apprenticed on 1 May 1741 to Thomas and William Butterfield of Lancaster, 
merchants, was described in the Lancaster Freemen and Apprentices Book as 
the brother of Michael Inman, gentleman, of Bowersby, parish of Ripon. He was 
a freeman in 1746-7 and a member of the Port Commission 1755-8. He died in 
1767 in Jamaica, and his daughter Susannah chose Thomas Satterthwaite to be 
her guardian.

Miss E. Donnan printed letters (pp. cit., Vol. 4, pp. 335-344 passim) from 
Henry Laurens of Charleston, S. Carolina, 1755-6, which refer to slaves sold 
there from the Gambia, owned by "Satterthwaite and Inman", wrongly identified 
by Miss Donnan as "of Liverpool". Some of the slaves had been sent from 
Barbados by the firm of "Law, Satterthwaite and Jones"; the proceeds of the sale 
of the slaves were remitted at the firm's request by a bill of exchange to Samuel 
Touchet of London. The Satterthwaite has not been identified but Miss E. 
Donnan quoted Laurens's accounts in 1751 for slaves sold on behalf of William 
Satterthwaite (Vol. 4, pp. 306-8). If the Satterthwaite in one or both firms 
could be identified as Benjamin, this might imply that the record of his business 
career must be sought in West Indian sources.
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ment of legacies to be completed, and to have £50 for himself 
as well as the £5 left to all the executors for their trouble. 
Thomas was later executor of the will of Margaret, Miles 
Townson's sister. There were in both wills substantial sums of 
money to be handled, indicating the degree of confidence in 
which Thomas was held. Public confidence was not lacking. He 
was an auditor of the Buoy Accounts in 1745 and 1747, a 
member of the Port Commission by appointment in the act of 
1750 and elected five times between then and 1785. There are 
fewer apprentices entered for him than for the Rawlinsons and 
the Dilworths, but, as we have seen, there were no such entries 
at all for Benjamin.

Thomas's will, proved in 1792, shows that he had a consider 
able fortune; he stated his intention to treat his two sons and 
four daughters on the same basis as his son John, who had been 
given £1,500 on entering partnership with Joseph Bland, and 
lent a further £1,000 on bond, which bond was now to be can 
celled. This equality of treatment was to be secured by a distri 
bution of the profits of his share in the Cark cotton mill of 
Thackray, Stockdale and Co., which must have been profitable 
to be capable of bearing such charges; a further unspecified 
amount was to be distributed equally among the seven children.

Such prosperity is probably merely due to the fact that 
Thomas was a better business man than Benjamin. But what 
ever qualities he may have possessed, Thomas spent the forma 
tive years of his business career inside the close religious circle 
of the Quaker partnership into which Miles Townson had 
introduced him; in spite of his disownment at the age of 30 he 
maintained a close connexion with the Lancaster meeting and 
sought reinstatement. The association in business with the 
Rawlinsons and the Dilworths was therefore more easily main 
tained. Benjamin lost this close contact whilst still a young man 
of 23; his father-in-law gave him some commercial connexions, 
but they were obviously not so sure a path to prosperity as 
those he left on marriage. It must be agreed then, that Ben 
jamin's marriage had an unlucky influence on his commercial 
career.
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